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| STt

THE HEALTH OF PENZANCE

MEDICAL OFFICER'S ANNUAL REPORT.

The following are t~e reporta prese:t d by Mr. G. B,
Millatt at the Town Counneil on Wedneeday, Feb. 27th,
1895, in bis dusl capsci'y of Borongh Medical Officer
and Port Medical Officer :—

Tag BowkouGH,

During the past vear 313 births have been registered in
the Borough of Ferzance ard 217 deaths, incinding 11 of
persons not boelonging to the distriet. The difference
between the totals of birtha and deaths gives a natural
increaze of 6. The average birth rate per 1,000 per anoom
is_24'0 nnd the death rate 16'6. Deaths are fewer by 52 than
in 1893 and births by 17. Births list year were mogst
oumerons in October, when they were 37, and least so
in December, when they were but 20. Deaths were registered
in the largest proportion in Janoary, when they amounted
to 27, whilst in Auguet and November they were only 8 and
10 respectively. From an examination of the aeccompanying
{ableg (A and B) bsscd vpon the nsnal returns of deaths and
caet s of sickness, supplicd to the medical officer of health—
together with the potifcaticns which bave bcen recorded in
accordance wilth the Notification of Infectious Diseases Ack
—it will agnin apprar that death has been mwost busy
among:t the very yonog and old—agee renging from 3 hours
to 23 vyears, (In lockirg i1hrovgh tle death retmins
octogenarisns will be found frequently, whilst there is a fair
eprinkling of nonogepariacs'. As beretofore julmonsry
disepses bave camsed the largest number of deaths of
per-ons of all ages—there being 56. OI these 14 are due to
1 bthigisa, 2 1o whoopirg cough. snd 40 to broochilis,
poeumonia, &e. Deaths frcm notfifiable or infections
diseasen are wore or less conspicucus by 1beir absence, Two
deaths of infsnts are recorded fNom :carlatina, and ome of
these wes a nurse-child, not strietly Lelonging fo the
diatrict. One death from typhold fever is alco recorded, but
this wae the cese of a Lowestoft flsbheyman who was landed
here with the fever upon him. As already stated two infania
have died from whooping cough (not a potifiable disease in
Fenzance, at least), and so ends the list of deaths trom
zymotic disesses, The sum total of deaths from notiflable
disepses properly apperiainiog to Penzance during 1894 may
therefore be taken as ONE. To tbat frequently fatal com-
plaint, especially amongst children, disrrhosa, not a single
death is attributed. The number of cases of infectiona
sicknese, including measles, notifitd and certified according
to the Act wss 157. Of these scarlaiina has the
largest progoriion, being entered 127 times, but
inasmuch as the deatha therefrom, as already stated
did not exceed 2, the mildoess of the type must be evident.
and further one-tenth of the tot:l were secondary attacks.
_ There were nine cases of typboid fever — all traceable
to exiraneons :ources incloding one from the Port—which
proved {atal as above recordcd. Also 4 cases of diphtheria, 9
of erysipelas, and B of measles without a death amongst them
Perzance is still at the mercy of peighbouring districts,
where the Act i3 not in force, as to the introduction of
infectious diseases, and bas snffered in ssveral instances
during the past year. Visiiors top, sometimes from long dis-






_.~wenCes—uoublless;, unwittingiy—nave come to the town
whilst they were affected with one or other of each of the
complaints mentioned, and taken np their abode in lodging-
houser, causing much anxiety, annoyance and expense to
themselves and other. The number of persons visiting
Pernzance appears to increuse year by year ; it i8 not sur-
prising therefore that building operations are steadily! going
on, Some 60 houses were finished last year, and about 18
are baing built at the present time, whilst plans have been
passed for about 70, The proposed new Sanitary Hospital
(though it will not be ritpat:d within the borough) is
anofber building which we may hope will become a
reality at no distant date—the site having been purchased
(5t the cost of £650) and plans for the struciure &c., being in
preparation, Inasmuch as Form C.—the * Medical Officers
Preliminary Form or Summary of Annunal Report”—and
Form D.—the* Sanitary Inspector’s retmin or Summary of
work done through the Inspector of Nuisances "—have been
duly filled up in accordance with the reguirements of the
County Council copies of which Forms bave been forwarded
it seems unnecessary to further detail particulars, which
will be found there, though msany of them mightin the
ordinary way have been otberwise included in this report-
It will not perbaps be out of place in conclusion to express
regret, that in consequence of indisposition the preparation of
these reporis, and tabular siatements, has been unduly
delayed.

TaE PorT.

The report of the Medical Officer to the Port Sanitarv
Aunthority was as fcllows :(—Fewer rhips than usual have
visited this harbour during the year which has just elapsed
and none have come from infected ports. Neither have
any seamen returned to Penzance from places classed as
“infected,” though the ususl precactionary notices were in
ooe or two instances recelved by the Authority here, when
seamen or others of thistown (not necessarily wending their
way hitherward) had left a ship lately come from an
unsatisfactory quarter. Neither of the persons, however
named in these notices arrived. Although the cholera scare
was somewhat abated, the possible introduction of so
virulent a malady could not be forgotten, and the hospital
tent was ready to beset up at any time-happily it was not
required. Vessels laden with ice or timber from Norway
and grain ships and others from America were the only
“ foreigners " frequenting this port, though the home traders
and fishing boats have been as busy and as numerous as,
ever, Upon inspection very little sickness; of any sort was
discovered. Typhoid fever, though not often found, has
always been tbe most serious disesse that has come under
the notice of Port Medical Officer of Health, and especially
amongst Lowestoft fishermen—one case which occarred in
May last resulting fatally, asstated in the Urban report and
Table A. It may be that other fishermen are equally affected:
but such cases do not happen to come to the knowledge of
this Authority. Another Lowestoft fisherman suffering from
scarlet fever was removed to the Sanitary Hospital, where
he made a good recovery, and remained until he was in a
it state to return to his home.
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