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PREFACE

Tuae name of James Hinton is unfamiliar to the
generation of to-day. Yet he was a man of
passionately vivid and eager temperament, whose
hands could not fail to leave the distinct impress
of that temperament on any subject he touched.
At the beginning of his career he wrote a book,
Man and his Dwelling Place, which has little
interest for us to-day, but made a considerable
appeal to the thinkers of Hinton’s own generation;
later he wrote a popular yet highly original book
of biological character, Life in Nature, which
still seems to me the most satisfactory of his
books ; he further accomplished good work in
the special field of surgical practice to which he
devoted himself, and as an aurist achieved com-
plete professional success; finally, during the
last years of his life, he became absorbed in
social and moral problems, more especially those
connected with sex, and accumulated vast piles
of manuscript which he never worked up for
publication.

It so happened that, as a youth, a few years
after Hinton’s death, I chanced to read Life in
Nature, and the view of the natural world there
presented, as at once scientifically explicable
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mechanism and a satisfyingly beautiful vision,
greatly aided me in obtaining a harmonious con-
ception of life and the Universe. I cannot say,
however, that Hinton’s moral speculations, which
I then knew nothing about, had any influence on
my work in the field of sex; that work was,
indeed, very largely a reaction against premature
speculation, an attempt to reach the solid facts
by which all mere speculation must be tested
and measured. But I became generally inter-
ested in Hinton. I obtained access to his un-
published papers, and I assisted Mrs. Hinton in
selecting and editing some of them under the
title of The Law-breaker. Finally, it was Mrs.
Hinton’s wish that I should ultimately put a
complete presentation of his moral speculations
before the world. With that end in view I
read and extracted a large quantity of Hinton’s
manuscript and collected the reminiscences of
many of his friends. As years passed, however,
I realised that the task I had undertaken pre-
sented many difficulties, while at the same
time I became more occupied with the very
different, and even to some extent incongruous,
work of my own. Finally, I abandoned my
project,

Some ten years ago, my wife became interested
in Hinton, and spontaneously proposed to take
up the task I had abandoned. In this she re-
ceived the approval and encouragement of
Hinton’s son, the late C. Howard Hinton. I
handed over to her the material I had collected
and the notes I had made, and she proceeded to
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investigate Hinton’s manuscripts afresh and also
obtained valuable aid from the more intimate
of his few surviving friends. She has at inter-
vals proceeded with this task ever since, ham-
pered not only by some of the same difficulties
I encountered, but also by a serious struggle
with ill-health. The work has, however, re-
mained entirely her own, and I have had nothing
to do with either the planning or the writing
of it. The final result, still imperfect as she
would herself recognise, is here presented to the
reader.

This book is not, however, presented, I feel
sure, with any view to a propaganda for those
special solutions of social evils which haunted
James Hinton. That, indeed, is one of the diffi-
culties in dealing sympathetically with Hinton
as a moralist ; it is difficult, that is to say, to
make eclear that one may sympathise deeply
with the spirit of his aims and yet be neither
for nor against the precise ends of those aims.
A thinker’s value for us is not always in propor-
tion to the value of his detailed solution of prob-
lems, but in proportion to the stimulating
originality and courage with which he faces the
problems. Here it is that Hinton’s work shows
a really inspiring quality, such as seems to have
been felt by those who came in intimate contact
with the man himself. And this inspiring quality
is not merely due to his emotional temperament,
the exalted temperament of a Shelley, but also,
we realise when we read the material dealt with
in the present volume, to a certain originality
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of intellectual attitude. The fruitfulness of
Pasteur’s work in biology was largely due to the
fact that he turned to it with a new vision
trained in a widely different field of chemistry,
Hinton had not the genius of a Pasteur, but the
stimulating freshness of his moral speculations
is largely due to the fact that he turned to morals
with a vision trained in a widely different field
of biology. He brought his worship of Nature,
that is to say, his belief in the progressively and
fexibly vital and dynamie, into a field “where,
as men had usually been taught, it is the chief
business of life to fight against Nature, When
he once published a paper on *“ Force > Tyndall
remarked to him: *“ You have the physical
mind,” and on turning to morals it was natural
to Hinton to treat it as a problem in the re-
distribution of force. Just as his earlier bio-
logical book was called Life in Nature, so the
later ethical book he proposed might well have
been called Morals in Nature. For the text on
which he is never weary of preaching is always :
“Truth is truth to Nature; goodness is the
goodness of Nature,”

Needless to say, this fundamental principle
never meant for Hinton licence, or selfishness,
but rather the reverse. Yet the principle was
so large, and in the moral field so unfamiliar,
that he himself seems often to have been be-
wildered and confused over its meaning. He
never realised that in Society Nature comes to
us, as it were, from afar, transformed into the
historical traditions of our race, which we can
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but slowly remould, and that a direct appeal te
Nature herself, apart from these traditions in
which she reveals herself to us, although it may
bring us face to face with the fundamental
realities of the world, is apt to be dangerous, the
reason being that our mental limitations scarcely
permit us to formulate the details of our social
life in terms of ultimate principles.

Thus it is that, in reading Hinton, we are
constantly repelled by elements which scarcely
appeal to us as evidence of truth to Nature:
old-fashioned interpretations of the Bible, re-
iterated formule, one-sided opinions on the
“ Woman-question.”” This last has been felt
by many as a serious stumbling-block in the way
of appreciating Hinton’s attitude. Hinton had
from the first a wide outlook on women’s ques-
tions, and held that every woman should be
brought up to a profession. But he was not im
sympathy with the narrowly political ** Women’s
rights > movement of his time, and though that
movement, as we now recognise, was circum-
scribed and inevitably clashed in its manifesta-
tions with Hinton’s conceptions of life, it yet
possessed a significance and importance which
he seems to have overlooked.

At the present time, however, that difficulty
has ceased to be serious. The questions of
woman’s economic position and woman’s political
rights, if not actually settled, are now placed on
so firm a basis that Hinton’s lack of sympathy
with the champions of *“ Woman’s rights ” in
his own time has ceased to be of the slightest

b
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consequence. The woman question is now enter-
ing a new and larger phase which brings it near
to precisely those fundamental problems with
which Hinton was mainly concerned. Here 1t
is that Hinton’s significance for us is seen. Half
a century ago he was struggling with these very
problems, among people for whom they had no
meaning at all. To-day they have become
intelligible. We realise the actuality of these
problems, and can for the first time recognise
the daring and the freshness, even the modernity,
of the spirit in which he faced them and struggled
with them. As we watch Hinton in this struggle,
we seem sometimes to be conscious of a prophet
who is caught up from the earth in a whirlwind
he cannot control, and borne away in a chariot
we cannot follow. But the challenging stimulus
and inspiration of the spectacle may still remain

with wus.
HaveErLock KELLis.

August 1916.
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1822

1856
1838

1840
1842
1846

1847

1850

1852

JAMES HINTON

Born at Reading, the third child of John Howard
Hinton, M.A., minister of the Hosier Street
Baptist Chapel at Reading, and Eliza Birt, his
wife,

At school at Harpenden.

Became cashier at a wholesale draper’s, 123, High
Street, Whitechapel.

Clerk in an Insurance Office in the City.

Entered as a student St. Bartholomew’s Hospital.

Voyage to China as surgeon of the passenger ship
City of Derry.

Qualified with distinction, having previously
gained several medals.

In practice as an assistant at Newport, Essex.

Medical Officer in charge of negro emigrants from
Sierra Leone to Jamaica, where he remained at
Roslyn for a year to satisfy himself as to their
treatment and welfare, also taking medical
charge of the Marine Hospital, the Gaol, and
the Poorhouse,

Returned to London, after visiting New Orleans,
and entered into partnership with Mr. Fisher
in Bartholomew Close, London.

Became engaged to Miss Margaret Haddon, with
whom he had been in love for ten years.

Marriage.
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1852

1853
1856

1858

1859

1860

1862

1863

1866

JAMES HINTON

In practice by himself as a London Surgeon in
Charter House Square and specialising in aural
surgery.

Birth of his son Howard.

Began to write for publication, contributing papers
on physiological and ethical subjects to the
Christian Spectator.

Published a paper in the Medico-Chirurgical
EReview ** On Physical Morphology, or the Law
of Organic Forms,” suggesting that organic
growth takes place in the direction of least
resistance, a generalisation afterwards em-
bodied by Herbert Spencer in his First Prin-
ciples,

Published (at first anonymously) Man and his
Dwelling Place: An Essay towards the In-
terpretation of Nature.

Encouraged by the success of this book, aban-
doned practice for literature and settled in
Tottenham.

Published Life in Nature, previously issued
serially, under the title of Physiological Riddles,
in the Cornkill by Thackeray, who remarked :
“ Whatever else this man can do, he can write.”

Returned to practice in George Street, Hanover
Square, and was appointed Aural Surgeon at
Guy’s Hospital, the post being specially created
for him.

Removed to 18, Savile Row, succeeding to the
practice of the eminent aurist, Toynbee, and
henceforth took the first rank in this branch of
his profession.

Published The Mystery of Pain: A Book for the
Sorrowful, written three or four years earlier ;
several editions have since appeared.
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1869

1870

1871

1873

1874

JAMES HINTON XXI

Visited Germany and Austria to study condition
of Aural Surgery.

Commenced writing again, and henceforth largely
devoted his evenings to setting down his
thoughts.

Published a pamphlet on Nursing as a Profession.

Joined the Metaphysical Society at the request
of Tennyson, and became a regular attendant
at its meetings.

At the beginning of this year his later moral
doctrines first began to appear in his MSS.
In this year he began (and completed in 1874) the
private printing in four large volumes of un-
revised MSS. written some ten years earlier,
the last portion of the fourth volume, on Art,
being more recent. They were placed in the

British Museum Library and elsewhere.

At the outbreak of the Franco-German War made
a tour with his family through France and
Spain and on to St. Michael’s in the Azores,
where he had purchased a property, Grena.

New and revised edition of Man and his Dwelling
Place.

Thoughts on Health and Some of its Conditions,
previously printed in the Cornhill,

Delivered the opening lecture of the Session at
Guy’s Hospital Medical School on The Place of
the Physician, published with other essays in
the following year.

Retired from practice and left Savile Row.

Published the Questions of Aural Surgery and An
Atlas of the Diseases of the Membrana Tympani,
the drawings for which were executed by Mrs.
Hinton ; these books embodied the outcome of
his professional work.
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1875

1878

1879

1881

1884

1886

JAMES HINTON

Also in this year edited Physiology for Practical
Use by various writers in two volumes,

In South Wales investigating the causes of a great
strike among the miners at Merthyr Tydvil.
Sailed in the autumn with his family to settle on
his estate and grow oranges at St. Michael’s.
Died in Hospital at St. Michael’s on December 16
and buried in the churchyard of the English

Church at Ponta Delgada,

Life and Letiers of James Hinton, edited by Ellice
Hopkins, with an Introduction by Sir William
Gull.

Chapters on the Art of Thinking and Other Essays,
edited by C. H. Hinton, with an Introduction
by Shadworth Hodgson.

Philosophy and Religion, being passages from the
early printed Selections from Manuscripts,
edited by Caroline Haddon,

The Law-breaker and the Coming of the Law,
edited by Mrs. Hinton from the later Manu-
seripts, with an Introduction by Havelock
Ellis.

The Larger Life: Studies in Hinton’s Ethics, by
Caroline Haddon, with some of Hinton’s un-
published letters.



INTRODUCTION

THE reformer as seer, or pioneer, introduces into
the community a new aspect of law, the breaking
of the form of the law leading to its true keeping
in the spirit. So at least it always seemed to
Hinton. The wrong, cries this seer, is in the
soul. A virtue that harms others is as bad as
a vice that harms others. The moral aim must
be for a spiritually flexible law. That things
are not to be seen as they are in themselves, but
in their relation, is his constant assertion.

This new life corresponds, according to Hinton,
to the higher life of the moth. When this is on
its way a great process of decay sets in—a
casting off of that which was its very substance
and which no knife but that of its own life could
have dissected out without leaving it a shapeless
ruin. What R. H. Hutton, in an article on
James Hinton, called the * wistful and sanguine,
almost hectic idealism of James Hinton ”’ found
in such solutions of the problems of love itself
a new interpretation. In an intuitive moment
he saw how and why man fails. A spiritual
power must be used in spiritual relations for
spiritual ends, and the love of the soul in the
body is surely this.

Hinton, in his philosophy, was always seeking

xxul
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to put new wine into old bottles. He wanted to
use the symbolism of the Bible as the theo-
logical mind uses it, while courageously building
on these beautiful symbols an entirely new
meaning for evolved human beings. He tried
to bind his ideas about the flexibility of love in
old superstitious swaddling bands. That was
one of his blunders. Through it he became tied
inThis own knot by still seeming to cater for
men’s passions with a remedy Abraham’s dis-
ciples would have accepted.

It is thus true that he has not in places pro-
ceeded on wholly advanced lines. e wanted
to reform some effete ideas instead of sweeping
them away altogether. Yet Hinton knew, as
few know, that it is not another world we need,
but this world, made good, sweet, and clean by
a new thought of right.

Hinton considered that morals are automatic
when the heart is right, but that we must com-
bine old suppressed facts with the new vision.
“ We need to see the suppressed thing come
back perfected. In this may it be that England
(and perhaps America) is specially advanced ?
Have they passed soonest through this process
of suppression ? So is not Love (so called)
itself to alter its character ? Will it not rise
to such a different thing that men shall look back
on what we now even rightly and justly call
love as a brutal passion—the passion that de-
mands, that tolerates, that its object should
make comfort its end and centre? Will not
men come to look on that feeling (that which
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has the name of love among the best of us) as
we now look on mere sensuality 77’ Our still
existing ideal has not been a success in practice.
It is the things that are not good enough, said
Hinton, which fail to succeed.

Hinton once said that his heart had at last
withdrawn into his brain, that the personal was
absorbed in the universal, and that he would be
glad to be bad, as the world called it, in order
that others could be good. ‘ In respect to my
work about Ethies, I tremble, I shudder, as I
think of it. I seem like a person who has
walked over a precipice impassible to the waking
step and who wakes up and shudders to see
where he has been and feels that he would not
for his life attempt it again.”” He talks about his
dynamic vision. What Tyndall said to him when
commenting on a paper of his on *“ Force” was:
““ You have the physical mind.” He perceived
the universal relations of force, and expressed
them in the sphere of morals and of love by
the light of the man-woman soul within him.

In this way he often argues that ** It i1s not
self-goodness against self-passion which is the
true struggle, but goodness and passion, united,
against self. Let the forces arrange themselves
but truly, and the fight is done.”” A friend says
of him : ** The sexual passion gave him the very
closest feeling of contact with the spiritual—
not only in its emotional aspects, though they
are wonderful and reduce to merely nothing the
sensational, but in ways quite mysterious and
unsayable. He made one think that if it had
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not been for that experience, so absolutely and
intensely identifying the physical and spiritual,
we could never have known that the two were
one.”

In his books and his manuscripts, Hinton
again and again seeks to show the difference in
action of the mere theoretic conception of good
and the idealistic carrying out of well-devised
means to that good. He says thus that “ A
false sacredness is a fatal injury to man. It
adds such power to the passion itself, gives it
such a morbid, a diseased intensity. It is the
secret of a great part of practical impurity,
by the morbid desire and the irrational with-
holdings which it sets up. It is like what is
noted of drunkenness. It adds to the desire
and diminishes the pleasure. It makes a morbid
desire at once infinitely harder to resist and a
pleasure infinitely less.”

We have been seeking good in restraint of
passion, which is an attempt, he declares, to
revivify asceticism, and so we feel evil and court
failure. What we must do is to alter our view,
and let what we seek be a passion not needing
restraint, and then it is transformed.

*“ Man is not a sense-creature,” he cries, * but
a soul-creature, and he cannot live with his life
affirming the contrary. Only by his life being
as the soul demands and the body accepting
whatever that may bring—yes, even though it
be mere pleasure—can he fulfil his real nature.”
He believed that what conduces to most joy
conduces to most good.
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James Hinton was a seer in the sense that he
saw the difference between actual truth and
verbal truth. He felt that we have been clinging
to a false right and following a false command-
ment. The true right is not in an action at all,
but in motive—whether the action is, or is not,
for self only. The soul cannot be sacrificed to
the senses, but the senses should be joyful ser-
vants of the soul. To live this out is often only
a matter of giving up appearances and holding
on to facts. * Here there is a true thought of
joy,” he tells us, * Strong sensuous passions,
of any and every kind, mighty impulses of sense
and flesh (nay, strong temptations of the devil
too), are not evil things, nor do they bar the
good ; they are its accompaniments, its servitors,
its instruments whereky it rules, and exercises its
mightiest dominion., Ever the hero has them,
the man who most easily and utterly throws self
away. The body is not evil, or to be dreaded ;
it gives, and it alone, the true temper to the soul.
In the mighty passions, in the impulses which,
abused to self, most degrade, lies not the world’s
danger, but its hope. What things most hurt
us, ever, but the things destined most to serve
us?”

What Hinton demanded was that the * self *
should be cast out of goodness. He demanded
that we should cease to banish goodness from
all that is pleasurable. He had great faith in
humanity, and knew, as the seer alone knows,
that there is no such thing as * badness,” only
ignorance and weakness and struggle. Man’s
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seeing is his refusal to see, and the seer is the
man who cannot go on refusing. He asks us:
*“Is it not true, as true in spiritual things as in
physical, that the eye sees that which it brings
with it the power to see? Does not the soul
find in its fellow creatures that which it looks
for ? *

The man who declared that * the use of the
sexual passion is to create such a passion for
good that even itself shall be at its feet,”” had
the insight of a seer. He saw that the sexual
passion is not a simple thing, but many things
in one, not the least being a new inspiration for
the spiritual life. In the basis of the sexual
passion, as he saw it, body was included with
spirit.

Hinton was possessed with the idea that what
we need in our future civilisation is an entirely
new thought of morals, so that in throwing aside
the old traditions we can realise a more wonderful
spiritual life far beyond anything into which
mere legalities can force us. A passion for
service rather than a lust for self-virtue, a desire
to fly rather than a willingness to crawl, is what
Hinton suggested. He voiced the great truth
that it is hopeless to seek a remedy in external
change, but only in a change of outlook, and
hence of action. It is this change of outlook,
and suggestions as to where change of action
may come about, that make the study of Hinton
worth while.

E. M. O. ELLIS.



JAMES HINTON

CHAPTER I

ANCESTRY AND LIFE

THE Hintons have often been noted personalities.
It is interesting to trace how the same charac-
teristics of combined rebellion and bumility run
through several generations.! The Rev. James
Hinton, grandfather of the James Hinton whose
life and thought we have here to study, had
many of the family traits. His Biographical
Portraiture was published in 1824 by his son, the
Rev. John Howard Hinton. This life was
written, not so much as a record of events, as
*“ to delineate his character.”

The grandfather of the subject of the Bio-

! One of these remarkable personalities, Surgeon-Major H. B.
Hinton, a cousin of James Hinton, died this year (1916) after
living simply and abstemiously to the advanced age of 103, in
excellent health to the last and able to read without glasses.
He distinguished himself in the Indian Mutiny, China, and else-
where, and spent his declining years in Adelaide, South Australia.
He was a man of vigorous and original personality, to the verge
of eccentricity, and, as he possessed all the Hintonian spirit of
rebellion against authority, he was frequently at loggerheads
with his official superiors. BSee Lancet, July 8, 1916, and British
Medical Journal, March 15, 1913, where his portrait will be
found.

1



2 JAMES HINTON

graphical Portraiture of the Rev. James Hin-
ton, M.A., one Charles Hinton, settled in 1712
at Charlton-upon-Otmoor in Oxfordshire. Al-
though he was of unblameable morals and punc-
tual in the forms of religion, he was, like many
others in those days, violently prejudiced against
Evangelical piety, which was then ridiculed
under the name of Presbyterianism. He had
six sons, and had to place them in work. One
was sent to the family of a Mr. Bolton at
Chipping Norton, but under a solemn pledge
never to enter a meeting-house. He found his
master a good and happy man, so he began to
make inquiries as to why this vow was asked
of him, and, though he had promised not to
enter the meeting-house, he saw no objection to
listening at the door. He was converted, and
slowly he converted the whole of his family,
even his mother and the children. Thomas, his
fifth son, was the father of the Rev. James
Hinton. He had a remarkable dream, when
young, about the Judgment Day, and it changed
his life. *“ My father,” his son tells us, * placed
no dependence on the dream itself, and often
sald that it is not the way in which divine truth
reaches the mind that ought to be regarded, but
the effect which it produces.”” Thomas Hinton,
a “man of great piety and worth,” settled in
Buckingham and married a Miss Mary Strange
of Aylesbury, a woman of exemplary piety and
remarkable strength of character.

James, the second son, was born in 1761.
Like his father he met with much opposition,
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but, like his more famous namesake and grand-
son, even in early life he showed * g spirit of
daring enterprise and undaunted resolution,
together with a generous self-devotion which
always made the cares of the oppressed his own.”
On one ocecasion, for the purpose of preventing
him from attending chapel, some distance away,
the knockers were forced from nearly all the
doors in Buckingham, and thrown through a
light over the door into the passage of his house,
on a Saturday night, so that the Sabbath was
disturbed by a multitude of persons coming to
discover and reclaim their property. At eleven
years old he was discovered writing his own
ideas in his copy-books instead of the words
exhibited for his imitation. At fifteen a crowd
of evil and wicked thoughts, so he tells us, broke
in upon him. These were, in fact, certain objec-
tions to Christianity which he had heard from
the workmen in his father’s shop. After baptism
at the age of twenty (for he joined the Baptist
Church) he kept a diary. Here are some ex-
tracts :

* April 19th, 1794.—On the whole I have been
rather slow and uncomfortable in mind, though
not without a mixture of cheerful hope.

* August 23rd.—A calm, comfortable, and
spiritual week, blessed be God.

** October 25th.—A good week. I hope corrup-
tion has been kept low, though I have many
struggles in my heart.

* June 13th.—I have been in the presence of
God, reviewing my past life for seven or eight
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































