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ADMINISTRATIVE COUNTY OF GLAMORGAN.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

SUMMARY OF NOTIFICATION RETURNS.

Cases notified or ascertained during the Quarter ending 28th March, 18g6.
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Cases per 1,000 of population or the comparative prevalence of infectious sickness in each district
of the County :—
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COMPARISON WITH THE PREVIOUS QUARTER.

Increase—Small pox, Diphtheria, Erysipelas, Relapsing and Continued Fevers.

Decrease—Croup, scarlet and typhoid fevers.

46 cases of Small Pox occurred in the Administrative County, as compared with 3 in the previous
quarter. They were distributed thus :—j3 at Aberavon, 1 at Aberdare, 16 at Bridgend, 10 at Merthyr, 1 at
Neath, 1 at Oystermouth, 3 at Pontypridd, 1 at Ystradyfodwg, 2 at Llangyfelach, 1 in Neath Rural, 1 in
Penybont, and 6 in Pontardawe.

There was a slight increase in the prevalence of Diphtheria, 139 cases as compared with 116 in the previous
quarter. Of these 67 occurred in January, 39 in February, and 33 in March ; 45 were at Aberavon, where it
was epidemic, g in Aberdare, 7 in Barry, 3 in Briton Ferry, 15 in Caerphilly 10 in Margam, 4 in Merthyr,
3 in Mountain Ash, 3 in Oystermouth, 7 in Pontypridd, 1 in Ystradyfodwg, 4 in Cowbridge Rural, 3 in
Llandaff and Dinas Powis, 1 in Llantrisant and Llantwit Fardre, 3 in Meath Rural, and g in Penybont,
districts.

The highest percentage occurred at Aberavon (6:0), Margam (1°3), and Caerphilly (1.1).

26 cases of Croup were notified, as compared with 42 in the previous quarter. No local epidemic was
indicated by the returns.

127 cases of Erysipelas were notified as compared with 106 in the previous quarter.

789 cases of Scarlet Fever were notified from 25 districts, as compared 836 from 23 districts in the previous
quarter. Of these 282 occurred in January, 285 in February, and 222 in March. The districts of Porthcawl,
Llangyfelach, and Pontardawe escaped entirely. The disease was most prevalent in Pontypridd (4°9),
Maesteg (3'9), Aberavon (3-1), and Mountain Ash (3-0).

There was a decided decrease in the number of cases of Typhoid Fever notified. The number was 125
as compared with 270 in the previous quarter. Of these 43 occurred in January, 34 in February, and 48 in
March. 52 cases happened at Merthyr. There was no other local epidemic indicated by the returns,

Nineteen cases of Puerperal Fever were notified as compared with 13 in the previous quarter. They
were distributed thus :— Aberavon 3, Aberdare 1, Margam 2, Merthyr 1, Pontypridd z, Ystradyfodwg 8,
. Cowbridge Rural 3, and 1 Neath Rural, Districts.

Measles appears to have been prevalent at Aberavon, Whooping Cough at Aberdare, Caerphilly,
Pontypridd, and Llandaff and Dinas Powis, Districts ; Pueumonia in Aberdare, Briton Ferry, and Caerphilly.

No prevalence of Influensa was reported from any district.
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BRIDGEND URBAN DISTRICT.

INSANITARY CONDITION OF CAEPENDRE ESTATE AND COYCHURCH ROAD.

In consequence of several letters complaining of the dangerous surroundings of dwellings in the above
Tocalities, and statinyg that the Urban District Council, the authority responsible for this insanitary condition,
had not taken any action in the matter, I visited the spot with the Medical Officer of Health and Surveyor.

The following conditions were found to exist, and the person who made the complaint was fully
justified in so doing :—

Fourteen houses in Ewenny and nine in Grove Roads were found to be drained into improperly
constructed (dry walls) and wnventilated cesspools, three of which were at the time overflowing over an
unfinished back lane.

The condition of the back lanes in the locality is disgraceful, and a positive danger to the health of
the inhabitants.

The public sewer in Merthyr Mawr Road is about 300 yards away.

All the houses on Caependre Estate, numbering some 57 in all, are drained in a similar way. Of these
iy are completed and 30 inhabited. All this was allowed by the Sanitary Authority during the last few vears,
and 24 of the houses were built within the last six months in this way, contrary to the expressed wish of the
Burveyor, who had prepared three different plans for sewering the Estate.

On Coychurch REoad there are four houses draining into one cesspool, which periodically overflows,
producing a lake of sewage close to the back door of one of the dwellings. This has been allowed to exist at
least for five months.

In the interests of the health and safety of the inhabitants of the localities concerned, it is imperative
that immediate action be taken by the Council to remedy these dangerous nuisances so justly complained of.

Sth April, 18g6.

POLLUTION OF THE OGMORE RIVER.

I have lately received several complaints of the pollution of the river Ogmore at Bridgend, and a few
days ago 1 inspected it once more. Its condition is disgustingly foul, and the stench therefrom unbearable
and conducive to ill health and fever among the inhabitants. It is common knowledge that the Ogmore is the
main sewer for Maesteg, Garw and Ogmore, Aberkenfig and Tondi, and Bridgend, and until these Authorities
are compelled tc provide for the disposal of their sewage, the loul condition of the river, the brunt of which is
felt at Bridgend, will not be materially improved. The river in its passage through the town receives its
sewage and other filth in the shape of house refuse, &c., thrown into it by the inbabitants. This, in dry
seasons, as at present remains in its bed, producing a condition of things which is unbearable at the Coity and
Pwllyrocks outfalls, and in the neighbourhood of the Public Slaughter-house and Laundry.

A representation with respect to all the above Districts has been made to the Local Government
Board, but with what resualts it is not yet known.

28th May, 18g6.
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CAERPHILLY URBAN DISTRICT.

Since my last Report (dated the sth February, 1895) on the sanitary condition and requirements of
this district, only a very few improvements have been made by the Council. These are :—
.50 yards of sewer in Courthouse Street, Caerphilly.
400 yards of sewer in St. Martin's Road, Caerphilly.
100 yards of sewer in Van Road, Caerphilly.
Sewer from the Universal Hotel to the Company's houses, Senghenydd.
Street lamps at Llanbradach.
Water main extended to Collier's Arms, Nelson.
Slop-water sewer extended up Heol Fawr, Nelson,

On the other hand, the work accomplished by private owners has been very considerable, especially in
the rapidly-growing centres of Llanbradach and Senghenydd, which have assumed a totally different appear-
ance, thanks to the persistent energy of the Sanitary Inspector, who has been continually dinning private
owners to put their property in a sanitary condition. The work done by the Council is most insignificant as
compared with that done by private owners. On the occasion of my first inspection of the district, some
three years ago, I heard much the same tales as on the present occasion —Caerphilly and Pwllypant were to
be provided with a better water supply; Nantgarw, Glanllyn, Taff’s Well and Tongwynlais, were to be
connected with the main sewer ; the pollution of rivers was to be stopped ; and a host of other promises were
made, but not kept.

When complaints were made by your Committee, the answer that you always got was that the District
Council was doing its best. I am of opinion that the District has not fulfilled its promises to your Committee,
and I find that the last communication to the Clerk of the Llandaff and Dinas Powis Authority, with respect to
connecting Tongwynlais with their sewer, was made during March, 1895. Since that time Tongwynlais has
been a hot-bed of fever, and it is significant that 20 out of the 23 cases of typhoid fever notified in the whole
district during 1895 occurred here. This is not to be wondered af, for its sanitary condition is deplorable, and
there is everything ready for the breeding and spread of filth diseases. Again you were promised that the
pollution of the Aber brook at Senghenydd should be stopped, and a temporary cesspool provided.
As far as this pollution is concerned, it is worse than ever, and the sewer discharges its foul contents direct to
the brook. I also find that the contract for extending the same sewer is about to be let, which is again to
discharge direct to the river lower down. It should be pointed out that at Senghenydd the District Council
pour unpurified sewage direct to the stream, whereas at Llanbradach, where the work was carried out by
private owners, temporary cesspools have been provided pending the construction of the main sewer. The
Caiach brook at Nelson and the Cledyr at Caerphilly are as polluted as ever, and at the former place, where a
system is much needed, no steps have been taken to remove the filth from the surroundings of dwellings,
An inspection of the open sewer at the back of Penuell Road cannot but confirm the truth of my remarks.

I will now make a few remarks on the various centres in the order in which they were inspected.

NELsoN.—The few improvements carried out here have been noted. The water supply is inadequate,
and I am informed that a storage reservoir is to be provided. The open sewer and privies at the back of
Penuell Road are in the same disgraceful and dangerous condition as heretofore. The yard at Nelson Inn is
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im:rﬂowing with stable and pigstye manure. There are three houses opposite Wern Crescent withont drains
::rlf any sort. Troughs and down-pipes are often wanting in many instances. The school privies, drains, and ash
fl:dap are unsatisfactory. The cessﬁ:‘t privies belonging to houses in Commercial Street, situated in the back
vards which cannot be emptied except through the houses, are a source of danger to the inhabitants ; no back
lane is available, and ash heaps were noticed in the adjoining fields. Tonwytach cottages have been
improved, but the roofs are still dilapidated. At the back of Picton Hotel there was noticed an accumulation
of slop and other refuse from six houses, in an open ditch.

LiraxsrapacH axp PwrrLypant.—The improvements carried out by private owners have totally changed
the appearance of this rapidly-growing mining centre. The street lamps is the only improvement effected by
the Council. The brook and river are enormonsly ﬁollut&d with small coal by the Cardiff Steam Colliery
Company. The back lanes, pails, and slop-water drain which empties into the brook on the side of the
main road at the lower end of Longfield Creseent, are unsatisfactory, and should be immediately remedied.
‘The condition of the county road opposite Wingfield Crescent is also unsatisfactory, and without proper
curbing, channelling, pavement, or surface drains.

Puwilypant is practically without a water supply, and close upon 8o houses are dependent upon an un-
protected spout. Here the condition of things will be deplorable should we have a dry summer.

SENGHENYDD.—A great improvement has been carried out in the surroundings of the Company's
houses, all of which are now being connected with the sewer provided by the Council.

The swaier before it reaches the reservoir is not sufficiently protected, and may be easily polluted.
Twenty-six houses on Parc Newydd Estate are dependent on a spout, and 16 in Windsor field on an unpro-
tected surface well. The present supply will not reach some of the houses about to be erected on
Gwern-y-milwr hill.

The 18 pail closets in Stanley Road should be converted into w.c.'s, for no back lane has been provided
for the scavenger's cart.

The main street is in a very bad condition, and the old parish road has been filled up in places to a
depth of five to six feet.

CaerrHiLLY.—The water supply is very short, and at this time of the year is cut off from 8 p.m. to 7
a.m. Several lengths of new sewers (already noted) have been provided. The main and some private streets,
such as Pentrebane, Windsor, St. Fagans, and Stockland, sadly require repairs. All the slanglifer-ouses are
unfit for the purpose, especially the one by the Cledyr brook. The three houses on Bedwas road, condemned
by the Medical Officer of Health some years ago, are still occupied. There is a large number of houses
without through ventilation, especially on the ** Twyn.” No attempt has been made to provide drains for
the Red Cow yard, where a stable without a drain abuts on the pine end of Boar's Head.

The common lodging house has been converted into dwellings, and the new one is in every way satis-
factory, except the drainage of its cellars, which is being attended to.

THE Tarr Warp ViLLaces.—Practically the whole of Nanigarw, about one-third of Glanyliyn, two-
thirds of Taff's Well and Tongwynlais, are now supplied with water from the Pontypridd Water Company's
main. All owners have been served with notices to connect, but it is difficult to convince some of them that
water obtained from a sewage-sodden soil is other than fit for drinking purposes. The drainage is still most pri-
mitive; a few open gullies here and there discharge their contents into a w ater course or into the soil in the neigh-
bourhood of dry-steined deep wells. No connections have yet been made with the main sewer; they were
about to be made a long time ago, and they are now about to be made. As a matter of fact no arrangements
have yet been made with the Ystradyfodwg and Pontypridd Joint Sewerage Board.

.
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PONTYPRIDD URBAN DISTRICT.

My last Report on this district is dated 215t January, 18g5. Since that time [ find that considerable
progress has been made with the subsidiary sewers, and in other respects.

DWELLINGS AND THEIR SURROUNDINGS.—A large number of new houses have been and are being
erected in several localities, especially in Coedpenmaen and Trallwn Gardens. Notwithstanding this increase,
it is said that more are required. In my last Report I called attention to the fact that the Building Bye-laws
with respect to house drainage were disregarded, and that it was uncommon to meet with fresh air inlets or
ventilating shafts, even for a group or street of houses. I now find that not only no improvement has taken
place in this matter, but that a much more common class of dwellings have been allowed to be erected and
inhabited. If the builder provides fresh air inlets and foul air outlets, all well and good, but if he does not, all
well and good, and it seems no one remonstrates with him. Let me take a row of houses known as
Thurston Road.

The row consists of ten houses, two already occupied, and all let, but none so far certified as fit for
occupation, and if these are passed as fit for occupation, then I say that this is equivalent to a general
invitation for more jerry builders to flock into the district. These houses at Thurston Road are damp and
generally unfinished. They consist of two rooms on the ground floor and two bedrooms above, in the smaller
of which there is not a sufficient cubic space for two adults. There are no pantries, and the space under the
gtairs are supposed to serve for that purpose. They are brick built, and the partitions upstairs are of laths
and mortar, and only 7 inches from the fire-place in the front bedroom. It seems a pity that builders should
be allowed to put up such structures. If buildings during construction were frequently inspected, and the
bye-laws rigidly enforced, there would soon be an end to such a practice, but as long as the Council is
apathetic in the matter, there will be no improvement, but the reverse.

Two Houses in High Street, condemned long ago by the Medical Officer of Health are still occupied.
Old Rolling Mill Cottages are damp, the drains defective, and troughs and downpipes absent.

At Cilfynydd many back yards are improperly paved, the soil is sodden with filth, and practically all the
drains are imperfectly trapped by means of * lip traps,”” which are worse than useless. Many are also choked,
e.g., at the back of Anna Street.

Six Houses at Pontshon Norton Road are unconnected with the sewer, and their slop drains discharge
to the canal.

Old Chain Works Row.—Fourteen houses with defective pavements for the back yards.
The Cellars, Fothergill and Park Streets, Treforest, though considerably improved, still are without

through ventilation, eave gutters and down-pipes.

Richard's Court.—No improvement, still damp, and without eave gutters and down-pipes.

69-81, Cardiff Rond.—Here the drains and privies discharge direct to the river ; the back areas are not
paved. There was a very disagreeable smell at the time of my visit, and the inhabitants declared that it was
unbearable in summer. The condition of this road is the most insanitary in the district, and should be
remedied at once.

Red Cow Row, Hopkinstown.—The backs of these houses are close to the polluted river, and very
insanitary. The sewer, which has but a slight fall, should have an automatic flushing tank at its upper end.

“Typhoid fever is always present here, and last year there were 5 cases, all in one hcuse.
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MOUNTAIN ASH URBAN DISTRICT.

The following statement kindly supplied me by the Council's Surveyor, gives an account of the
permanent improvements effected in 18g5.

(1) A cemetery at Ynysybwl.
(2) Private street works in two cross streets, Penrhiweeiber, and Dover Street, Mountain Ash,
(3) Extension of Penrhiwceiber New Road to Aberdare Junction,

(4) Water mains laid and the house connections made in the following streets:—Beckett Strest,
extension of Granville Terrace, extension Campbell Terrace, Mountain Ash; Springfield,
Woodfield, Glasbrook, Penrhiwceiber New Road, and Cynon Terraces, Penrhiwceiber ;
Walsh, Halswell, Millborne Streets, Mathewstown, and Kennard Street, Ynysboeth,

(5) Nearly the whole of the houses at Aberdare Junction connected with the Council's water
supply.

(6) Extension of sewer at Cwmpennar. :

(7) Provision of ambulance carriage for removal of persons to the Infectious Diseases Hospital.

Number of houses built during 1895 is 440.
o w occupied »» Pprobably 4o0.
" »  certified o mil:

The Council have submitted for the approval of the Local Government Board a bye-law to the effect
that houses be certified as fit for occupation with respect to being dry——the certification being limited to that,
but the Local Government Board have not yet signified their approval, and I trust it will not do so.

In my last report I suggested that the Council should adopt and enforce a bye-law to the effect that no
new dwelling should be occupied until the same was certified as fit for human habitation. It is of the utmost
importance to the inhabitants that their dwellings should be dry, and in other respects, fit for habitation before
they are allowed to be occupied. In the pastno such precaution has been taken, which I consider a VETY grave
omission. Some 400 new houses have been have been allowed to be occupied in the past year without such a
certificate, or examination on the part of the Sanitary Authority, indeed I came across many with their
surroundings (at least) unfinished.,

House Accommoparion.—A very large number of new dwellings have been erected during the past
year at Mountain Ash (Caegarw), Penrhiwceiber, and Mathewstown. The latter place, which, a year ago,
practically consisted of a few streets, has grown to be quite a town of some hundreds of houses, and extends
almost from Penrhiwceiber to Aberdare Junction. At Aberdare Junction also some dozens of new houses have
been erected. Many of these are already occupied. There is at least one commendable feature noticed in
connection with the new dwellings in Mathewstown. I refer to the fact that no cesspit privies have been
provided in the various back areas near the dwellings. The sewage is carried away in pipes with several
outfalls, either in the open or into uncovered cesspools, which are nothing more or less than holes dug in the
ground. In no instance has an adequate provision been made for distributing this sewage over the land,




17

and when the hot weather arrives it will, doubtless, be dangerous to the health of the inhabitants. None of
many hundreds of houses below Penrhiwceiber (including Mathewstown and Aberdare Junction) has been
connected with the main sewage carrier. Whatever the intention of the Council may be I cannot say, but to
say the least this is a most insanitary method of dealing with sewage, rather I should say, it is not dealt with,
but allowed to take care of itself or pollute the nearest stream.

No houses were condemned as unfit for habitation during the year. The old houses at the Barracks
are in the same insanitary condition as they were a year ago: the defective traps to which I then called atten.
tion are still in use and complained of by the inhabitants. The common lodging house—the only one in the
district—which is said to have been registered years ago for 16 lodgers, was far from being clean, with only
one w.c. placed in a defectively paved yard.

Defective traps, allowing the escape of sewer gas, are common in the older localities, but it should be
mentioned that no traps of this variety are used for new dwellings or after repairs.

ScaveHTER Houses.—They are all too near dwellings, and inadequate for the purpose. Some were
far from being clean, and required more systematic limewashing and cleansing. The Public Slaughter house,
Mountain Ash, has defecting flooring and drains. The boiler is in the killing room, and it required lime-
washing. The Penrhiwceiber Slaughter house was more like a stable than anything else, indeed it was used
as a harness and trap room. At Ynysybwl, Meredith's Slaughter house was actually used as a stable and a
wash-house combined.

Public slaughter houses for the various centres are greatly needed. A year ago [ was informed that a
public slaughter house was to be provided at Ynysybwl shortly, and that the old ones, none of which are fit to
be registered, were no longer to be used. The matter is still in abeyance.

Warer SuppLy.—The present supply provided by and under the control of the Council seems to be
exceedingly satisfactory, and laid on to every accessible house, except a few at Aberdare Junction, which are
now being connected with the mains,

SEWERAGE AND Dramnage.—All the houses (with a very few exceptions) within the statutory distance
in the Cynon Valley are provided with w.c's. (pans and syphons), generally hand-flushed, especially in the
older localities. Here and there flushing cisterns are provided, but this is not the rule and is not insisted upon
even in the case of new dwellings. In the case of new dwellings and after repairs, syphon earthenware
gullies are invariably used. Cesspools are the rule at Old Ynysybwl, and at Ynysybwl proper there are still a
few streets emptying into large cesspools unconnected with the public sewer. The slop drains of Clive
Road discharge in the first place to surface channels but eventually into the brook.

The disposal of sewage at Mathewstown and Aberdare Junction is highly unsatisfactory, and at the
latter place gross pollution of the Cynan and Taff rivers takes place. The Authority arestill in treaty with the
Pontypridd and Ystradyfodwg Joint Sewerage Committee with a view of connecting this important locality
with the conjoint main sewer, The Local Government Board have intimated that the Provisional Order granted
to the Joint Sewerage Committee does not allow sewage to be admitted into the sewer from any area outside
Ystradyfodwg and Ponatypridd, and that they are in communication with the Committee with a view to amen-

ding the Order. The urgency of the case should be pointed out to the Local Government Board, and their per-

mission asked to proceed with the work pending the settlement between the Board and the Joint Committee.

At Aberdare Junction the sewage from Gertrude, Catherine, Margaret Streets, and a part of Ynysmeurig
road, over 160 houses in all, is carried for some distance in an earthenware pipe put down by the estate, and
discharges into a brook, and then along a culvert under the Taff Vale Railway at the lower end of the street,
to the Taff river.
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Four privies discharge to the Cynon on Old Ynysmeurig Road.
The sewage from some 40 houses in Bassett Street and neighbourhood is conducted under the Taff ane
Railway and discharges on a field, and then flows alongside the railway wall to a water course some 100
yards lower, and then to the Cynon River at the top of the Ynysmeurig Road. It should be observed that the

arrangement for the disposal of the sewage over the land has not been completed, and that it is deposited here
at the wish of the farmer to whom the field is rented.

Disposar oF Reruse.—The Council has experienced a difficulty in the deposal of refuse. The Craig
Isaf depdt has assumed enormous proportions. The Cwm Cynon depdt is too near dwellings, and at Ynysy-
bwl refuse was tipped into the river's bed, in anticipation of a flood. Itis the rule throughout the district to
use the screenings from refuse tips mixed with lime—two of refuse and one of lime—for building purposes.
Although the screenings may not contain any excrement, it must consist to a considerable extent of decaying
vegetable matter, which is not desirable even when mixed with lime, to have under the floor and in the walls
and partitions of dwellings. None of the tips are fenced in, and builders are allowed to use the refuse as they
please. At the time of my visit the refuse was being screened at the Craig Isaf and Ynysybwl tips, prior to
being used for building purpuses.

PRECAUTIONS AGAINST INFECTIOUS DisEase.—An ambulance has been procured, but a disinfecting
apparatus is yet required. The disinfection of dwellings should be performed by an experienced person
engaged by the Council and acting under the supervision and guidance of the Medical Officer of Health. To
provide disinfectants gratuitously and give directions how to use them is, according to my experience, far
from being enough.

SysteEMATIC INsPECTION.—A house-to-house inspection of the district has never been made, and until
such a course is adopted, I maintain that its condition with respect to nuisances, defective fraps, &ce., will not
be satisfactory. Nuisances which are now common should be sought out, and the provisions of the Act for
their repression enforced.

]
BuiLping Bye-Laws.—The bye-laws with respect to the ventilation of drains (as mentioned in my

former Report) are not enforced, and each drain is but seldom, if at all, provided with two untrapped openings
—one a fresh air inlet and the other a foul air outlet, as is supposed to be the case under section 65. ¢

This Report would be incomplete without a special reference to Aberdare Junction, which is much the
same condition as it was a year ago. The absence of a system of sewerage, the unpaved back areas, the condi-
tion of streets and back lanes, and the ventilation of drains are highly unsatisfactory. If an epidemic were to
break out here, there is everything in readiness to assist its ravages.

I S
PrivaTe STREETS.—At Ynysybwl most of the private streets have hf.-cn formed and taken over by the
Council. At Aberdare Junction and Miskin, many are still unformed and dangerous to the young and aged.

The following is a summary of the requirements of the district :—

(1) The refuse tips should he t'enr.edin, and builders should no longer be allowed to use house
refuse for building purposes. :

(2) A bye-law to the effect that no new dwellings shall be occupied unt11 certified as I:u:mg in EH
respects fit for habitation.
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GELLIGAER AND RHIGOS RURAL DISTRICT.

As the outcome of another inspection of the most important localities of this district, [ am able to
state that some of the recommendations made in my Report, dated 3th April, 1895, have been carried into
effect, such as :—

The extension of sewers at Pontlottyn (one side of Garth and Waterloo Streets, lately connected
with main sewer).

The open drains in front of Saunder's Slaughter house, and at the back of the Methodist Chapel,
Mount Street, have been covered over.

The extension of sewers at Gilfach Fargoed and Bedlinog.

Large water mains laid down at Fochriw,

Repairs to Llancaiach and Fochriw Reservoirs.

The protection of the straining tank at Bedlinog.

One hundred lip-traps condemned and replaced by earthenware zullies, at Brithdir.

And several other improvements of importance.

Warer SvuppLies.—Nothing has been done towards protecting the water supply of Newtown Bute and
Pontlottyn, so frequently reported by Dr. Dyke, the Surveyor, and myself. [ must, therefore, repeat what
appeared in my last Report, viz.: * This water is exposed above Rhymney Bridge to a possible and likely
pollution. From the Company’s Reservoir, about three-quarters of a mile above Rhymney Bridge, the water
flows in an open conduit, and lower down is joined by that of the Rhymney stream, in other words, for this
length it is exposed to pollution in the form of manure washings from two farm-yards, viz., those of Blaen-
Rhymuey Fach, and Blaen-Rhymney Fawr farms, also to manured fields.," 1 consider this a most grave
omission that may lead to most disastrous results,

There is no water laid on to the Elementary School, Brithdir, and the closets are not sufficiently flushed.
There are also in the same neighbourhood some nine houses without a supply of water.

Although larger mains have been provided for the carriage of water to Fochriw, it is now very short
and intermittently supplied, and it seems to fail at the origin.

There is no water for the upper row of houses and the School at Newtown Bute.

DraiNaGE AND SEweraGE.—The surface slop drains at Windsor Terrace, Newtown Bute, are
neglected, slops and other filth, such as house refuse, accumulate in them to the danger of the inhabitants,
They should be reconstructed and more frequently flushed. :

The condition of the surroundings of Bute Terrace, Pontlottyn, the property of the Rhymney Iron
Company, is highly disgraceful owing to the want of provision to carry away slops and excrement. All the
drains are blocked; the back areas are inundated with slop water and sewage; w.c.’s are overflowing ; troughs
and downpipes are broken or absent. These were reported by myself over a year ago, but it seems to me that
they are in a much worse condition than they were then. The six houses south of the hotel are absolutely
unfit for human habitation, and should be at once remedied or closed.




21

Slop water is allowed to flow along Heol Evanwen, Pontlottyn, into street gullies, which are only
intended for surface water.

Slop water, &c., is discharged into rivers at Carmo Bufe Houses, Pontlottyn, Bargoed, Fochriw,
Bedlinog, Trelewis and Gilfach Fargoed.

Sewage is discharged direct to water courses from parts of King, Wine, Victoria Streets, and Greenfield
and Waterloo Terraces, Pontlottyn (about 100 houses in all), and from Caeglas Fochriw, a large number of
houses discharge in the first place to a tank, and then to a water course, and finally to the river, causing a
dangerous and most offensive nuisance.

It is only in a few places that attempts have been made to prevent slop water discharging into water
courses. Section 17 of the Public Health Act, 1875, reads thus:—* Nothing in this Act shall authorize any
local Authority to make or use any sewer, drain, or oulfall for the purpose of conveying sewage or filthy water
info any natural siream or water conrse, or into any canal, pond, or lake, until such sewage ov filthy water is
Sreed from all excrementitions or other foul or noxions matter such as would affect or deteriorate the purity and
quality of the water in such stream or waler conrse, or in such canal, pond, or lake.”

The sooner the better the 60 odd houses with lip-traps at Tirphil and other places are replaced by
earthenware gullies. The water-privies of the Elementary School at Brithdir should be replaced without
delay with automatically flushed trough-closets.

Irricarion ArEAas.—The irrigation areas of the district require constant care. The smaller ones, and
those in close proximity to rivers in particular, should be under-drained and constantly supervised by a servant
of the Authority. At present they are supposed to be looked after by the various farmers, but my experience
is that farmers will distribute the sewage over the land only when it is mostly required.

The irrigation areas, especially at Tirphil, Brithdir, Gilfach-Fargoed, Bedlinog, and the proposed area
at Fochriw, in fact all of them, should be under-drained in such a way that the effluent is only discharged into
the river at one or several points where samples for analysis can be taken. I am glad to find that the owner
of the proposed irrigation area at Fochriw will only let the land on the understanding that it will be under-
drained and supervised by the Authority.

ScavenGiNg.—The scavenging of the district generally is well pecformed, and there are noticeable
improvements in several places, such as at Bargoed.

At Newtown Bute, house refuse is thrown in abundance over the front areas and surface water channels
At Carno houses, ashes are thrown to the river, because no ash-bin has been provided. Below Tirphil Bridge
refuse is tipped too near river and public roads. In the neighbourhood of the Dowlais Company's houses at
Fochriw, all the ash-bins are full, and ashes are thrown in heaps over the various areas. As far as scavenging
and dilapidated house property is concerned, this is the dark spot of the district.

House refuse is commonly used for building purposes: such was the case at Pontlottyn and Brithdir.
I would suggest that the Authority should not allow such a practice to go on, and the effectual remedy is to

have the various refuse tips fenced in.
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Insanitary DwerLLings.— I have already referred to the surroundings of Windsor terrace, Newtown
Bute, and to the extremely unhealthy and dangerous condition of Bute terrace, Pontlottyn, both of which
belong to the Rhymney Iron Co. The surroundings of the Dowlais Co.'s and other houses at Fochniw are so
insanitary and dangerous to the inhabitants that [ must specially report upon them. I refer to Martin's Row,
Dynevor street, Guest street, &c.

(1) The streets are not formed and the front pavements are most defective.
(2) The troughs and downpipes are neglected, and, as a rule, absent.

(3) The back areas are unpaved, and the open channels provided to take away slops are most
defective and offensive, and in many instances running under back kitchens built by the
occupiers as they liked and without submitting any plans for the approval of the Authority.
Where gullies exist they were often found defectively constructed and placed.

{4) The sleeping rooms are not provided with through ventilation.
Before these dwellings can be considered habitable :—

(1) The streets should be formed.
(2) The front and back pavements provided.

(3) Pipe drains and trapped gullies should be provided,and those that at present are under dwelling-
rooms should be abolished.

(4) Troughs and downpipes should be provided.

(5) The house refuse should be removed to a distance.
This is a large order but a most necessary one in the interest and safety of the inhabitants.

At the time of my visit the sewers at the lower end of Martin's Row (both sides) were and had been
blocked for a long time. One of these sewers passed under a house, the back area of which was literally
covered with sewage and bitterly complained of. In this connection I would remind you of the powers vested
in the County Councils under section 45 of the Housing of the Working Classes Act, 18go.

The improvement to the “huts " at Bedlinog is progressing very slowly, and the work done since 18th
February, my last visit, is not much.

Throughout the district a large number of houses have been occupied without the Surveyor's certificate.
This is the case at Brithdir and Gilfach-Fargoed. This is not as it should be, and I consider it the duty of
the Authority to prosecute in those cases where their Surveyor has refused to grant certificates. If this was
done such a practice would soon be stopped, and until it is done it will continue.

SrLavenTER Houses.—I visited two at Pontlottyn, and one at Fochriw. The Heol Evan Slaughter
House required more frequent lime-washing and cleansing. Saunder's Slaughter House, where three or four
butchers kill, was as dirty as it could possibly be, and had never been lime-washed. The Fochriw Slaughter
House, which was not intended for such a purpose, required lime-washing and cleansing.

Daries, Cowsneps axp MiLksHors.—No regulations under the Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops

Order have vet been framed.
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ABERDARE URBAN DISTRICT.

el The general sanitary condition of Aberdare is very fair, and has been considerably improved since
my last Report on the district, dated the 25th March, 18g5.

& The following statement, kindly supplied me by Mr. Owen Williams, the Surveyor, shews. the -amount
of work done during 18g5, together with other particulars of importance:—

About goo yards of new foolways formed, curbed, and channelled.

Two public conveniences erected.

Portions of semi-main roads widened.

About 300 yards of new sewers constructed.

About 1,900 yards of lead mains taken up and cast-iron pipes substituted therefor,
Four streets completed under the Private Streets Works Act, and taken over.
Number of houses built and certified, 185.

Number connected during the year, 426.

MNumber still unconnected within the statutory distance, 31.

WNumber unconnected outside the statutory distance, 348.

The new reservaoir is advanced, about a third of the work remaining to be done,
Three houses were condemned and closed.

Seven houses condemned and repaired.

House AccommoparioN.—It cannot be said that there are many dwellings that are actually unfit for
habitation, but there are many cellar and other buildings very defective and out of repair, and only habitable
when the greatest care is exercised on the part of occupiers, owners, and Sanitary Authority.

The cellars, Dumfries Street, are practically in the same condition as they were a year ago, all of them,
except No. 7a, which is filthy in the extreme, are kept fairly clean, indeed some are models of cleanliness.
The pavement all along is defective, and the drain pipes from the houses above are generally leaky. The
ceilings also in a few instances require repairs.  The drains should be remedied, and a new pavement from
end to end provided.

The cellars of Lewis Street have been slightly improved in a few instances. Those of Dagger's Court
and back of Cardiff Road are fair, but some of the drains from the houses above are leaky and cause dampness
‘in'the cellars. All the gullies are trapped, the w c.'s in good order, but the pavenitnt is somewhat defective,
It is highly important that all these cellar dwellings be under constant supervision, and that the necessary
repairs be executed at once, for it is only under these conditions that several of them can be considered as fit
for habitation.

A large number of excellent houses have been erected during 18g5, and it is worthy of mention that ne
house is allowed to be occupied unless previously certified by the Surveyor as fit for occupation.

At Hirwain all houses are now practically connected with the public sewers, and all privy cesspits
replaced by w.c.'s. This great improvement has completely altered the appearance of the village.

- Common Lobcine Houses.—These are in a somewhat better condition and seemed to have received
more attention. The model lodging-house, which is registered for 66 lodgers, is fairly clean. Lindsay's
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Court, i.e., the surroundings of Hodge's three lodging-houses, (some of which are dilapidated), is as usual in
a filthy condition, and the river abutting on it is the refuse tip and filth receptacle of the neighbourhood.

ScaveHTER Houses.—I have no fault to find with any of the slaughterhouses, except the one at Hirwain,
which requires more frequent lime-washing, &c. The public abattoir is in excellent order.

Warer SuppLy.—The storage capacity of the existing reservoir is about 47 million gallons. The
construction of the new reservoir on Nantmelyn stream, which will store some 50 million gallons, is being

rapidly proceeded with, and when completed it is reckoned that there will be a total storage sufficient
for 180 days.

Disposar or Reruse.—The scavenging seems to be well performed everywhere except at Capcoch.
The various refuse tips are well isolated and attended to.

Porrution oF THE Cynown.—The pollution of the Cynon by the Tinplate Works still continues
unabated—the pickling tanks are daily emptied direct to a culvert leading to the river. No copperas is
manufactured, and no attempt made to purify the contents of the tanks before they are discharged into the
river. At the time of my inspection the water was low and the pollution very apparent. Such a water is not
fit for the animals which are dependent upon it lower down. In the vicinity of the works there are two privies
(used by 150 persons), discharging into a brook, and two more privies on the same brook at the Gadlys Brick-
works. [t is high time that this pollution be put an end to.

Dairies, CowsHEDs, AND MiLksHors OrpeEr.—No Regulations have been framed under this Order,
so that these buildings as such are not under special supervision at the hands of the Authority. The making
of Regulations is optional with Local Authorities, but those relating to cowsheds (of which there are many)
are much needed in the important town of Aberdare. The Regulations include the inspection of cattle and
dairies, provisions for regulating the lighting, cleansing, draining, the ventilation, and water supply of cow-
sheds and dairies; for the cleansing of milk stores and shops, and milk vessels, and for prescribing precautions
to be taken against infection and contamination.

PrecauTioNs acAINST InrEcTious Disease.—dberdare is the only district in the County where the
Infections Disease Notification Act, 1839, has not been adopted. The District Council can no longer expect
the Medical Practitioners of the district to supply them with gratuitous information respecting Infectious
Disease, now that the law has provided means whereby this information can be acquired. It is of the greatest
importance that the Medical Officer of Health and Sanitary Inspector be immediately informed of the first
cases of Infectious Disease, and unless these are immediately notified, it becomes impossible to prevent its
spread.

The advantages which have been found, after a lengthened trial, to accrue to a community from com-

pulsory notification are i— il
(1) The nature, locality, and amount of infectious disease is known. _

(2z) Precautions can thus be taken to prevent its spread. i i get o

(3) Insanitary dwellings, defective water supplies, &c., acting as foci of dlsease, are at once dlﬂ-
_covered, and their defects remedied. ERM

(4) Some diseases such as Small Pox and Typhus Fever, can be compl:tely cuntmlled
(5) Mortality from Infectious Disease is found to be greaﬂ} reduced. PR e

These are some of the chief advantages of notification, and they fully justify the sum expended in feeu
to the Medical profession. ; +i i 2oy










