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KNARESBOROUGH

Rural District Council.

MEDICAL OFFICER’S ANNUAL REPORT,

For the Year ended December 3ist, 1904.

To the Chairman and Councillors of the Knareshorough BRural

Distriet Council.

(GENTLEMEN,—

I have pleasure in laying before you my Sixth Annual
Report as Medical Officer of Health for the Knaresborough
Rural Distriet, for the year ended December 31st, 1904.

Sinee my last report the distriet has been altered by the
extension of the boundary of the Knaresborough Urban Distriet,
incorporating portions of Seriven and Knaresborough Outer.
The statistics in Table I. herewith appended for the years 1894
to 1908 (inclusive), are for the district as it existed in those
years. They are not of much use for comparison with those for
the present year, but are given at the request of the Local
Government Board.

The estimated population of the District up to the middle Population.
of the year 1904, is 8,180. There has been an inerease on last
vear of about 450, but 420 have been transferred to the Urban
Distriet of Knaresborough.



Births.

Deaths.

Causes of
Death.

Heart
Disease.
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The number of births registered in the distriet during the
year was 204, viz., 98 males and 106 females. The annual
birth rate is 25-1 per thousand of the estimated population of the
distriet. Although this is a slight improvement on the year
1908, still it is rather low. The birth rate for England and
Wales was 279 per thousand, and this is the lowest on record.

The number of deaths registered in the distriet in 1904 was
105. This gives an annnal death rate of 12-9 per thousand of the
estimated population. Although this rate is somewhat higher
than last year, still it is highly satisfactory as compared with
that for England and Wales for the same period, which was
16-2 per thousand.

The deaths in children under one year of age were only 13
in number ; of these 7 were from premature birth, so that only
6 were due to actual disease. The infantile mortality for the
vear was 63-7 per thousand births registered. This is very low
compared with that for England and Wales for the same time,
which was 146 per thousand births.

Between the ages of 1 and 25 the number of deaths was 26 ;
between 25 and 65 the number was 34; and in persons over 65
vears of age there were 42 deaths.

The principal causes of death were Heart Diseases, 18;
Phthisis and other Tubercular Diseases, 11 ; Cancer, Bronchitis,
Pnenmonia, 6 each; Secarlet Fever and Diphtheria, 2 each;
Whooping Cough, Enteriec Fever, and Diarrheea, 1 each.

Zymotic Diseases caused 5 deaths. This gives a Zymotic
death rate of 0°61 per thousand per annum, The Zymotic death
rate for England and Wales for the same period was 1-94 per
thousand.

The number of deaths from Heart Diseases, viz., 18, 1s
unusnally large for the district. They were however principally
in persons over 70 years of age, so that the disease does not
seem to have shortened these lives very much, if at all.
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Only one death from Diarrhaa oceurred during the year. Diarrhea.
This was in a child under one year of age. The deaths in infants
from this cause have been very few during the last three years.
It 1s to be hoped that this low death rate may continue. This,
however, is not to be expected, as, with a hot and dry summer,
the death rate from this cause soon mounts up. This is largely
owing to the improper and careless feeding of infants, par-
ticularly bottle fed children. As a preventative measure, 1 have
thought for some time that at the registration of each birth a
leaflet should be presented to the parent, giving a few general
directions as to the feeding and care of an infant. If this
suggestion should meet with your approval, I shall be pleased
to draw up such a leaflet for distribution by the registrars of
births in your district.

Phthisis and other Tubercular Diseases caused 11 deaths. Phthisis
R ; ) o et ) . and other
I'his is an increase on the tm:! prevIoNs years, the nnmb‘em being Tibesalit
1902, 5; and 1903, 9. The inecrease is in tubercular diseases of piseases.
other organs of the body other than tubereular disease of the

lungs.

The number of deaths fromm Cancer was 6. This is about Cancer.
the average number of deaths from this cause annually in the
distriet.

There were 58 cases of Infectious Diseases notified during piseases
the vear as compared with 36 last year. These were Scarlet Notified.
Fever, 41; Diphtheria, 7; Enteric Fever, 7; BSmall Pox, 1;
Lirysipelas, 1; and Continued Fever, 1.

Secarlet Fever was very prevalent in portions of the distriet gearlet
during the year. It was, however, in those parishes bordering Fever.
on neighbouring districts in which the disease was epidemic that
it principally oceurred. Many cases appeared to be due to
infection from patients returned from the infectious hospital.
There has been such demand on the limited accommodation at
the temporary Isolation Hospital, that patients may possibly, in
a few cases (in order to provide for patients in a more serions
condition), have been allowed to return home sooner than they
otherwise would have done had there been plenty of beds for
Scarlet Fever patients. This defect will be remedied by the



Diphtheria.
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Whooping
Cough.
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opening during the year 1905 of the New Isolation Hospital.
Bilton, Pannal, Nidd, and Brearton,
The number of patients treated

Two deaths were due to if.
suffered most from the disease.
in hospital was 17.

There were 7 cases of Diphtheria in the distriet, two of

which proved fatal.

The cases of Fnteriec Fever, 7 in number, were of a mild
nature, 1, however, proved fatal.

Whooping Cough was not prevalent during the year. An
outbreak oceurred at Hampsthwaite, where the school had to be
closed for a short time. One death occurred from it.

Several slight outbreaks of measles occurred during the

vear, but were of a mild nature. No deaths were due to it.

One case of Small Pox oceurred in the district. This was,
however, in an official of the Joint Isolation Hospital employed
in removing patients to the hospital.

There has been no sewerage works during the year in your
district, except a short length of about 200 yards of sewer at
Burton Leonard. A scheme for draining Forest Moor has been
submitted to the Local Government Board. Another scheme for
Pannal will, I hope, be undertaken during the year. TFollifoot
and Scotton are much in need of drainage.

The district 18 gradually getting well supplied with pure
The windmills at Burton Leonard, Killinghall, and
Follifoot, are working satisfactorily. The latter has given some
trouble, but I expect this will soon be rectified. @ The water
supplied by these mills 1s of the very best quality, and ought to
be a great boon to the respeetive parishes. The water supply to
Plompton Square and several of the farms in that neighbourhood
is abominable. The water from the well supplying the former
place resembles the surface water from roads. The wells
supplying the farms are polluted by drainage and are quite unfit
for use for domestie purposes. Your Council have been promised
a suitable supply for several years, but it is not yet forthcoming.
I believe, however, that this matter is likely to be remedied in

water,

the near future,
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The water supply to Kettlesing, in the Parish of Felliseliff,
requires some slight alterations. The spring is of good quality,
but the interception in the pipe track of a cattle trough for each
field through whieh it runs, is, to say the least of it, very
objectionable.

There are 9 Slaughter Houses registered in the district, all Slaughter
of which are in a satisfactory condition. The provision of two Houses.
or three public slaughter houses for the distriet would give
easier and consequently much better supervision.

There are 97 Cowsheds registered in the distriet, these are Cowsheds.
1n a satisfactory condition.

The number of Factories and Workshops in the distriet is Factories
59, viz., Domestic Workshops, 2; Retail Bakehouses, 7;and
= Workshops.
Laundries, 8; and other workshops, 47. There are 10 work

places.

No defeets in the sanitation of workshops bave been found, Sanitation of
and consequently no action has had to be taken in this direction, Workshops.

The 7 Bakehouses in the district arve in a satisfactory con- Sanitation of

dition, and comply with the aet in every respect. Bakehouses.

There are no underground Bakehouses in the distriet. Underground

Bakehouses.

This portion of the act does not apply to any Factory gafety from
Workshop in your district. Fire.

There 15 no “ Home Work" in the district within the Home Work.
meaning of the act.

I have the honour, Gentlemen, to remain,
Your obedient Servant,

W. J. FORBES,

Medical H_.rﬁmfi' of Health.

February 2ith, 1905,
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KNARESBOROUGH RURAL DISTRICT.

TABLE IV.

Causes of, and Ages at, Death during Year 1904.

Causes of Death.

Deaths at the subjoined ages of * Residents ™
whether oceurring in or beyond the District.

All | Under

1and 5 and 15 and25 and|65 and |

Total Deaths in
Fuablic Institutions

ages. 1 }'Ettr.! 11[1:1&1‘ unIc:h;-Er u:._l:!ger: urlrljgm' w:EIHI
|
Bennlet Favar o e 2 1 1 2 5
Whooping Cough........cvvvevnnnnns 1 1 :
Diphtheria & membranous croupi 2 2 i
Fever—Enterie ......ccooeviienens i L3 1 i
.
Dinrrhon o.oo.ooeee-. T e 1 1 :
] Ty o A e T e ot M| (SR | : | 1
Phthisis, Pulmonary T Lll'JEl'[_.'.'l]].i_]ﬁiHE 7 2 1 4
|
Other tubercular diseases 1 1 1 2
Cancer, malignant disease.......... 6 4 2
e e e e e e et | 6 1 g 2
Pneumonia .........coovvcnnnereennnsl 6 2 2 2
Alcholisin, cirrhosis of liver ...... 3 1 1 o
Premature Birth .....o.ccceveieeeenns] 7 7
Heart Diseases. .oviiveiviiniessasiss] 18 5 13
T o o W L g 1 2
|
Al other Canses: oo ool | 38 o 4 B i 19 |
|
Anleamsen: . 105 13 13 3 10 e 42 5

in the District.
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TABLE C.—1904.

Medical Officer of Health.—W. J. FORBES, M.B., B.Ca., B,A.O.

Hﬂ'.ﬂ-i-’ﬂj'y f]lﬁpﬂﬂfl}r 'I--—ﬁiilhrILLIﬂ}lI LU}_]]:UN
Building Surveyor | :

WATER SUPPLY—
Quality.—Variable.
Action on Lead.—None.
Any extensions or change during 1904 ?— Follifoot.
Any inadequacy in any part ? —Plompton.
SEWERAGE—
Is the district systematically sewered ?—Portions.
Is rainfall from roads excluded ?—Front Streets.
lixtensions or Improvements during 1904.—Sewers, 193 yards at
Burton Leonard; Manholes, none; Ventilating Shafts, One
at Killinghall.
Any inadequacy, and where ?-—See body of report.
SEWAGE DISPOBAL—
System adopted—DBroad Irrigation.
Any extensions in 1904 ?—No.
Any complaint in neighbourhood of sewage works ?—No.
SCAVENGING—
Are the privy-middens, ash-places, &c., cleansed by Sanitary staff, by
Contraetors, or by Owners and Tenants ?—Owners and Tenants.
Any inadequaey of scavenging ?—No.
ADOPTIVE ACTS—
Acts adopted during 1904 (or parts),—None.
Any diseases added to Notification schedule, e.g., Measles, Chicken-
pox, &c. 2—No.
Any system of voluntary notifieation of Phthisis ?-—No.
BYE-LAWS—
Any adopted or sanctioned during 1904 ?—Under the Public Health
Act, 1875—BScotton Building Bye-laws.
Under the Public Health Acts (Amendment) Act, 1890.—No.
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REGULATED BUILDINGS, TRADES, &e.— :

Common Lodging Houses—None. Canal Boats—None. BSlaughter
Houses—Number in District, 9; Number on Register, 9;
Number Inspected, 9 ; General Condition, Satisfactory. Legal
Proceedings (if any).—None. Cowsheds—Number in Distriet,
97 ; Number on Register, 97 ; Number Inspected, 97 ; General
Condition, Satisfactory. Legal Proceedings (if any).—None.
Offensive Trades—None.

COWSHEDS—
Give date of Regulations in force under D.C.M. Order.—July 9th, 1902.
Any special inspection made during 1904.—No.
Any action taken by outside Authorities, ¢.g., under * Milk Claunses "
concerning milk supplied from this district ?—No,

INFECTIOUS DISEASE—
What disinfecting apparatus is available 2—Steam Disinfector.
How are dwellings disinfected ?—Alformant Lamp and Sulphur
Candles.
Any placards or handbills issued during 1904 ?—Notice re Registration
of Cowsheds.
SCHOOLS—
Number closed during 1904 on account of sickness, 4 ; Total duration
of such closure, 11 weeks.

Any ailment or contagious disease associated particnlarly with sehool
life during 1904 2—No.

FACTORY AND WORKSHOP ACT—
Number of Workshops in the district, as per Register—59. Number
of Inspections during 1904 —59. Legal Proceedings—None.
Number of Bakehouses ineluded in above—7.
,»  of Underground Bakehouses in district—None.
" of Domestic Workshops in above—2.
,»  of Domestie Factories in distriet=—None,
L of Lists of Outworkers’ received—None.
Any action as to unwholesome or infected Outworkers’ premises—No.

DWELLINGS—
Number of Houses built during 1904—69.
General Character—45 Cottages, 24 Residential.
Any houses unfit for habitation ?—No.
Any overcrowding of persons in houses ?—No.
Any action taken under the Housing of the Working Classes Aets?
Is house-to-house inspection systematically made ?—Yes.
Are records kept ?2—Yes.

No.
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NUISANCES—

Total Number of Nuisances in hand at close of 1908—25. At close
of 1904—19%. Reported during 1904—104. Abated during
1904—110.

Total Number of Legal Notices served for Abatement of Nuisances
during 1904—3, others by letter.

Total Number of Summonses or other Legal Proceedings—None.

Number of Sink wastes diseonnected during 1904-—None.

Number of Sink wastes trapped during 1904—7, and all new houses.

Number of Closets newly constructed during 1904—1 to each new
house. Kinds— Chiefly W.C.

Number of Closets reconstructed during 1904—3. Kinds—Privies, 2
converted into W.C.’s.

What action has been taken in vegard to the following matters !

Seizures of Unsound Food—None. Prosecutions—None.

Samples under Sale of Food and Drugs Act—None. Prosecutions—
None.

Has there been any poisoning during 1904 attributable to arsenical
beer 2—No. Ptomaines ?—No. Lead-contaminated water ?—
No.

River Pollution—None.

Smoke observations taken—2. Legal Notices—None.

Burial Grounds—Number in Distriet—14. Any need for exten-

sion ?—No.
Mortuaries—Number in Distriet (a) for accidents—None. ()
Other—None.

BIRTHS DURING 1904—DMales, 98 ; Females, 106 ; Total, 204. Number
illegitimate, included in above—No information. Number of
Still Births (not included)—No information.

DEATHS DURING 1904—(1) Gross Deaths, i.c., Total actually registered
in the distriet, without any correction—108. (2) Nett Deaths
on which the rates are calculated—DMales, 57; Females, 48 ;
Total, 105.

Number uncertified, included in the above—None.
Sanitary Requivements of District, and Suggestions of Medical Officer of
Health :—See body of Report.









