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Oxendon Rural District Council.

MEDICAL OFFICER'S ANNUAL REPORT
For the Year 1908.

(GENTLEMEN,

I herewith have the honour to present to you the
Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health, together
with the various tables of Statistics and the Report of the

Sanitary Inspector.

The Area of the Ihstrict 1s 32,991 acres and com-
prises 19 parishes. The total population in the 1go1 census
numbered 4,202 ; since that date the births have exceeded
the deatns by an average of about 10 per annum, so that
the population of the district seems to be slightly increasing.
The population of the individual villages varies from 30 to
700, the majority being under zoo.

The occupation of the inhabitants i1s mainly con-
nected with grazing and agriculture. There are no factories
and no trades or occupations likely to be deleterious to the
health of the inhabitants.

The House-Accommodation is, on the whole, adequate
and cleanly. Four new houses have been built during the
year at Marston Trussell in place of some old and insanitary
cottages. They have been thoroughly inspected and their
sanitary arrangements are in excellent order. One new house
has been erected at Stoke Albany but no others have been built
anywhere in the District.
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The Sewage and Drainage arrangements have been
inspected and are satisfactory. The method of dealing with
the sewage 1s by means of settling tanks ; these are inspected
frequently and cleared out once a month or once a quarter
as necessary. The gratings and drains are disinfected each
week and where necessary the sewers are flushed. At Clipston
a new sewer has been laid at the Harborough Road end
and a new sewer and ventilating shaft close to the green.
At East Farndon the old sewer in Mr. Goode’s field has
been relaid and a settling tank built.  Improvements have
also been made in the sewers at Oxendon, Sulby, Stoke
Albany, Sutton and Welford.

The only complaints of river or stream pollution
which have arisen during the year are with regard to the
stream at the Middleton end of Ashley, where the outfall
from the settling tank empties into a stream by the road-
side. In dry weather there is insufficient flow of water to
carry away the overflow from the tank. There is a wvery
fine spring some 4oo yards lower down this stream, so that
if the outfall drain could be prolonged to enter the stream
below this point there would be sufficient flow of water to prevent
pollution in any weather. 1 may perhaps remind you that
new pipes and manholes were laid 1n the main sewer at
Ashley last year, which is in every way satisfactory.

At Marston Trussell a slight epidemic of Diphtheria
amongst the school children called attention to the drainage
arrangements of the school closets. These were found to be
very defective and were remedied, and since then no case
of Diphtheria has occurred in the village.

Most of the houses in the District are provided with
bucket-closets or vaults. The number of w.c.’s has increased
somewhat in the last few years which is responsible for some
of the improvements which it has been necessary to make
in the sewage systems. ‘The disposal of house-refuse, &ec.,
is attended to by the house occupiers, and on the whole is satis-
factory. In a few cases where the cottages have ouly small
gardens, the refuse is allowed to accumulate close to the
houses and 1s apt to become offensive; there has been,
however, no illness in the district attributable to such cause.
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The Water Supply of the District is very good
throughout. The supply is mainly through pumps and wells.
Samples have been analysed from time to time and no per-
manent defect has been found.

The places over which the Council have control, viz. :
slaughter-houses, bakehouses, out-workers premises, dairies and
cow-keepers premises have been regularly inspected and are
i good order. One slaughter-house was reported for lime-
washing and accumulation of manure, these were remedied.

Infectious diseases have again been few in number.
There have been two small epidemics of Diphtheria, four
cases at Marston Trussell and four at Stoke Albany, and
two cases of Scarlet Fever., The Diphthena at Marston
Trussell was attributed to the defective drainage at the school,
which, as I have mentioned has been rectified. No cause
was detected for the cases at Stoke Albany.

The most noteworthy features to be gathered from
the appended tables of Statistics are the infant mortality and
the total birth and death rates for the district. The number
of births for the year is ¢r which is the highest figure
since 1898 and six above the yearly average : the deaths
number 53, which is eight below the yearly average, whilst the
number of deaths under one year of age is only two (one
of these a premature child) this is the lowest figure for at
least ten years, the average being only seven. Last year there
were three deaths of infants under one year of age, a rate
of 51 per 1,000 births ; this was the second smallest rate
of all the 16 Rural Districts of Northamptonshire. This
year the rate is only 2179 per 1,000 (30 per 1,000 lower
even than last year.) These figures are particularly interest-
ing in connection with the notification of Births Act and
indicate clearly that the adoption of the act 1s, at present,
entirely unnecessary in the district.
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Table iv. dealing with the causes of death at all
ages shows that of 54 deaths, exactly half the number
occurred in persons over 65 years of age. Of the remainder
11 died from pneumonia and three from Diphtheria.

There is rather a larger number of out-workers from
the factories this year, viz: 77 as compared with 44 last
year, of these 1o are from Braybrooke and 67 from Welford.
No matter in connection with them has arisen during the
year.

I have great pleasure in acknowledging the valuable
and skilful aid of the Sanitary Inspector and beg to thank
you, gentlemen, for the kindness and courtesy you have
always shewn to myself.

I have the honour to be,

Yours faithfully,

CHARLES T. SCOTT:
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