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Area Health Office,
Telephone: Kettering 2473 75 London Road,
KETTERING.

August 1971.
To the Chairman and Members of the
Urban District Council of Oundle.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present my Annual Report on the Envirnomental Health of the Urban District of
Oundle for the year 1970. It has been compiled in accordance with instructions circulated by the
Department of Health and Social Security.

I took up the appointment of Medical Officer of Health to the Urban District in the Summer, succeeding
Dr. Joan M.5t.V. Dawkins who now acts for the County Council's Health Division No. 1.

There was little Infectious Disease during the year.

The statistics relating to the Urban District, supplied by the Registrar General, are given on
Page 6 and are satisfactory.

In April the Northamptonshire Rat Control Committes decided to set up five District Committees and
the Regional Officer of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheriss and Food recommended that the Urban
District of Oundle be included in Committee No. 5 which also comprises the Urban Districts of
Irthlingborough, Raunds and Rushden, the Borough of Higham Ferrers and the Rural District of Oundle
and Thrapston.

Mr. R.E.T. Chinnery, who had held the appointment of Surveyor and Chief Public Health Inspector to
the Council for upwards of twelve years, retired in February 1971. Mr. Chinnery takes with him the
good wishes of everyone for along and happy retirement and the Chairman of the Council marked the
event by making a presentation to the retiring Surveyor. One is pleased to know that we shall not
lose sight of Mr. Chinnery as he has decided to continue to reside in Oundle.

My thanks are due Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, for your support during the year and to
Mr. Willis, Surveyor and Public Health Inspector, and Miss Langley, my Secretary, for their help

in the preparation of this Report. I have the homour to be,

Your obedient Servant,
FeR«No LYNCH
Medical Officer of Health.
5"
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EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS 1970

LIVE BIRTHS
Legitimate are — ‘oo
Illegitimate cae caa P

Crude Birth Rate per 1,000 estimated population
Ad justed Birth Rate (Comparability Factor 1.3)

STILLBIRTHS
Legitimate ses ces veu
Illﬂgitimate ew v .

Rate per 1,000 total births (live and still)
DEATHS
Number registered all causes aiain

Crude Death Rate per 1,000 estimated population
Ad justed Death Rate (Comparability Factor 0.65)

DEATHS FROM CERTAIN SPECIFIED CAUSES
Cardio-vascular Disease (2l forms

Malignant Neoplasms (all forms) 33
Cersbrovascular Disease o etx
Diseases of Respiratory System F
DEATHS FROM MATERNAL CAUSES alae P

DEATHS OF INFANTS (under 1 year)
Infant Mortality Rate per 1,000 live births

Legitimate Infants per 1,000 Legitimate live births
Illegitimate Infants per 1,000 Illegitimate live births

DEATHS OF INFANTS (under 4 weeks)

Neonatal Mortality Rate ‘o ‘e
Early Neonatal Mortality Rate ... ‘e
Perinatal Mortality Rate ves vas

CRCR Y

LR

Males Females TJotal
26 21 47

2 2 4
28 23 51
138
17.9

Males Females Total
- 1 1
- 1 1
19.2

Males Females Total
26 32 58
b7
10.2

Males Females Total
12 10 22
5 <] 11
1 3 4
4 5 9
1 - 1
19.6
20.0



CAUSES OF DEATH 16

Loe o e
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6.

COMMENTS ON VITAL STATISTICS

Population:- The Registrar General's mid-year estimate of population i.e. 30th June 1970, is 3,700,
The corresponding figure for 1969 was 3,670 giving an increase of 30 in the twelve months.

Births:- Thers were 51 live births in 1970, which is an increase of 9 in the number registered for
the previous year. This gives a Crude Birth Rate of 13,8 per 1,000 population. The corrssponding
figure for 1969 was 11.4.

It will be epparent that the Birth Rate and Death Rate in any place is influenced by the age and sex
distribution of the population so that in order that more exact comparisons can be made between one
area and another the actual Rate is multiplied by a number called the Comparability Factor, the
result being known as the Adjusted, or Corrected Rate.These Comparability Factors are supplied by
the Registrar General and are based on the age and sex distribution as shoun by the Census. For
Oundle the Birth Rate Comparability Factor is 1.3 and the Corrected Birth Rate standardised on the
basis of age and sex composition therefors gives an Adjusted Rate of 17.9. The adjusted rate of
17.9 compares with 14.3 for 1969 and the Provisional Crude Rate for England and lWales of 16.0.

Deaths:= There were 58 deaths from all causes in 1970. The figure for last year was 50 and the
corresponding Crude Death Rates are 15.7 and 13.6. In the same way as described in the case of

2 Births above, the Death Rate is standardised by the use of a further Comparability Factor. Its
value for ODundle is 0.65 and the Adjusted Death Rate corrected by means of this calculation is found
to be 10.2. The Provisional Crude Rate for England and Wales as a whole is reckoned by the Registrar
General to be 11.7.

Infant Mortality:- There was one infant death registered in the District. The Infant Mortality rate
was 19.6 per 1,000 live births. The rate in 1969 was 48.0. The corresponding Infant Mortality rate
for England and Wales as a whole is 18.0. There wers no Neonatal Deaths. The current rats for
England and Wales is 12.0. I append details of the cause and other particulars concerning the Infant
death. -

Age: 6 uweeks ex: M Cause of Death: Acute Bronchiolitis (Autopsy).

. Stillbirths:- There was one Stillbirth registersd in the District; there was also one in 1969 and

the rates are 19.2 and 23.0 respectively. The rate for England and Wales is 13.0. 1 append parti-
culars of this death.

Sex: M Cause: Intra uterine death.

Maternal Mortality:- There were no deaths classed to pregnancy and childbirth in 1970.
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SECTION B

General Provision of Health Services

In subsequent sections, full details will be found relating to infectious diseases and environmental health
within the Urban District, for which the Council is directly responsible.

The present section relates to those health services which concern the personal health and welfare of the
individual rather than public health and the community. The Health Committee of the Northamptonshire
County Council is responsible for administration of some of these services under Part III of the National
Health Service Act.

Liaison between County Council services and District Council services is facilitated by the fact that your
Medical Officer of Health is also a School Medical Officer and Assistant County Medical Officer.

Laboratory Facilities:- The Public Health Laboratories at Northampton and Peterborough are available for
the examination of specimens in connection with the diagnosis and control of infectious disease.

Ambulance Service:- This is one of the services for which the County Council is responsible, and the area
is adeguately covered.

Domiciliary Services:- These include District Nurses, Midwives and Health Visitors, who are all highly
trained, qualified nurses on the staff of the County Medical Officer. The Home Help Serwvice, also provided
by the County Council, is proving more and more valuable in relieving people of domestic worries during
periods of illness or confinement, and in helping old folks to remain in their own homes, so that they can
retain their treasured independence.

Hospital Accommodation and Out-Patient Facilities:-

General Hospitals: Northampton, Kettering, Stamford and Peterborough.
Maternity Units: Kettering, Corby, Stamford and Peterborough.
Tubsrculosis and Rushden Hospital, Bourne Chest Hospital and

‘Chest Diseases: Peterborough & District Hospital.

'Drthogaadic: Manfield Hospital, Northampton and Peterborough & District Hospital.
Infectious Harborough Road Hospital, Northampton and St. Peter's Hospital,
“Diseases: Peterborough.

Child Welfare Centre:- A clinic is held at the Glapthorn Road Hospital on the second and fourth Monday of
every month.

11.



Immunisation and Vaccination:- Immunisation against Diphtheria, Whooping Cough, Tetanus and Poliomyelitis
and vaccination against Smallpox are free services, available either from the family doctor or at the
County Child Welfare Clinics. Certain age groups of children can also be given B.C.G. vaccination to
protect against Tuberculosis; this is done through the School Health Service.

A vaccine for the protection of infants against Measles is now available and, in accordance with the
policy of the County Health Despartment, a campaign for the control of, and, it is hoped, ultimate eradi-
cation of this disease, was commenced in the Autumn of 196B.

National Assistance Acts, 1948 and 1954, Section 47:- These acts give Local Authorities powers to enable
them to deal expeditiously with certain cases of persons in need of care and attention which they are
unable to provide for themselves and are not receiving from other people.

No formal action was taken under this Section of these Acts during 1970.

Meals on Wheels Service:- The Women's Royal Voluntary Service arranges for the delivery of "Meals on
Wheels" twice a week, in appropriate cases. During 1970 1,957 meals were delivered.

Oundle Evergreen Club:- The Oundle Evergreen Club, which has a membership of nearly 100, meets once a
month. The hard-working Committee arranges various forms of entertainment for these meetings as well as
arranging visits to the Lincolnshire Tulip Fields and to the seaside.

A successful garden party was held during the year to help raise funds for the Club.

Oundle and District Care Committee:- This Committee carries on very gensrous work by visiting the sick at
home and in hospital and by providing them with presents and essentials.

The Chiropody Service is also the responsibility of the Committee.

12.



REPORT BY D. S. WILLIS, M.A.P.H.I.

I have the honour to present my first Annual Report upon those matters about which the Department
of Health and Social Security require yearly details.

SECTION C.

Sanitary Circumstances of the Area.

Water Supplies.-

The Nene and Ouse Water Board have maintained a satisfactory supply, both as regards quality and guantity
throughout the year.

Forty-eight samples were submitted for bacteriological examination and all were reported as being
satisfactory for domestic consumption.

All dwelling houses and house-shops are supplied direct from the mains; the population served (Registrar
General's estimate) was 3,700.

The fluoride content of all the water is 0.02 parts per 100,000 this is reduced to 0.01 parts per
100,000 after filtration and chlorination.

Sewerage and Sewage Disposal.-

As previously reported, the Council decided to implement the recirculation of sewage pending the
provision of increased capacity.

Works for the recirculation of sewage were completed during the year and the extension of the works is
well in hand.

The Council have also undertaken the provision of new surface water and foul sewers in the Benefield
Road area, works being well progressed at the end of the year.

13.






SECTION D

Housing

Provision of New Houses by the Local Authority -

Mo houses were built by the Couneil during the year. However, commencement was awaited on
eleven three bedroomed houses at St. Wilfrid's Road as the first phase of a two stage
development of thirty houses.

Private Enterprise Housing -

Fifty-nine houses were completed by private owners, all for owner-occupation, against thirty
in the previous year and at 31st December there were nineteen pfivate houses in the course of
construction.

The year 1970, therefore, shows another increase in the number of private houses built,
over the figures for the preceding year.

Unfit Houses Suitable for Clearance or Demolition -

No action was taken during the year.

Grants for Conversion or Improvement -

Seven applications for grants for the provision of Standard Amenities were approved as
against three the previous year.

Nineteen applications for Improvement Grants were approved, seventeen being in respect of
the modernisation of Council owned properties, the improvement of which was nearing completion
at the year end.

Work in respect of one private application was commenced and completed during the year,
the remaining one being approved near the year end.

15,









SECTION F

THE PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES

Health Services and Public Health Act, 196B
Public Health (Infectious Diseases) Regulations
Notification of food poisoning and infectious diseases

All provisions governing the notification of infectious disease and food poisoning are in Sections 47 to
49 of the Health Services and Public Health Act 1968 and the Public Health (Infectious Diseases)
Regulations T968.

The infectious diseases to be notified to the Medical Officer of Health are:-

Acute encephalitis
Acute meningitis

Ophthalmia neonatorum
Paratypholid Fever

Acute poliomyelitis Plague

Anthrax Relapsing fever
Cholera Scarlet fsver
Diphtheria Smallpox
Dysentery (amoebic or bacillary) Tetanus
Infective jaundice Tuberculosis
Leprosy Typhoid fever
Leptospirosis Typhus

Malaria Whooping cough
Measles Yellow fever

Since 1968 notification of the diseases listed below is no longer required:-

Acute influenzal pneumonia Erysipelas
Acute primary pneumonia Membranous croup
Acute rheumatism Puerperal pyrexia

Responsibility for notifying a case or suspected case of food poisoning or infectious disease rests
exclusively on the medical practitioner attending the patient unless he believes that another prac-
titioner has already notified the case. y
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Three cases of infectious disease were notified during the year, a decrease of thirty-five on last year's
figure.

Measles:- Three cases were notified compared with thirty-four cases in 1969.

Eiphtharia, Whooping Cough and Tetanus:- Routine immunisation of infants under one year of age with
Triple Antigen has again shown its efficacy in preventing these diseases.

Immunisation is carried out either by the Family Doctor or at the County Health Department's clinics. No
cases occurred.

Poliomyelitis:-= This is the fourth disease which is prevented by routine immunisation in infancy. This
is again done either by the Family Doctor or at the Health Department's clinics. WNo cases occurred.

Scarlet Fever:- No cases were reported; there was one notification in the previous year.

Gastro-Intestinal Diseases:- There have been no cases of Gastro-Intestinal diseases due to Dysenteric
organisms or Salmonellosis. In 1969 two cases of Dysentery and one case of Food Poisoning were recorded.

Infectious Hepatitis:- No cases were reported.

Leprosy:~ The Public Health (Leprosy) Regulations, 1966 came into force on 1st March 1966.

Under these Regulations, cases of Leprosy are now notifiable to the District Medical Officer of Health
and not as herstofore to the Chief Medical Officer of the Dgpartment of Health and Social Security. No

notifications of Leprosy were received.

Smallpox:- There were no cases. The vaccination of children is still necessary and should be carried
out some time during the first two years of life, preferably between the first and second year.

Tuberculosis:- There were no notifications of Tuberculosis during 1970 and no deaths were classed to
this cause.
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SECTION G

Factories Act, 1961. Part 1

l. Inspections for purposes of provisions as to health.

—
Number Number of
Premises on
Register Inspections Written Occupiers
Notices Prosecuted
(i) Factories in which Sections
1,2,3,4, and 6 are to be
enforced by Local Authorities 20 17 - -
(ii) Factories not included in
(i) in which Section 7 is
enforced by the Local Authority 1 i - =
(iii) Other premises in which Section
7 is enforced by the Local
Authority (excluding Outworkers!
premises). - e - =
Totals 21 18 - -

Part VIII of the Act

No outworkers premises are registered with the authority.

20.
















