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OUNDLE URBAN DIESTRICT COUNCIL

THE ANNUAL REPCRT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 1964.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit my third Annual Report on the
health of Oundle during the year 1964.

The health of Oundle remains highly satisfactory, the birth
rate well above and the death rate well below the national
average, In 1964 there were no stillbirths, no maternal deaths
and only one infant death, All but a few of the deaths were
caused by diseases of old age, such as degenerative conditions
of the heart and blood vessels, chronic respiratory disease and
cancer,

Two causes of deaths last year deserve a mention - the
first being the death of a young person from a motor vehicle
accident, showing that all hazards in our environment are not
yet under our control; and secondly, the appearance of
coronary heart discase as a killer in middle aged men, with
two deaths in 1964, At present, we can only guess at the
reason for this modern epidemic of coronary disease, but it
appears likely that modern habits of life, our diet, cigarette
smoking, and pattern of physical activity all play a part,

If so, then only health education of the public is available
a8 a preventive measure,

It is a pleasure for me to express my sincere thanks to
the many people on whose efforts the health of Oundle depends -
to members of the Cundle Urban District Council and to my
fellow officers; to the general practitioners; to the
voluntary societies; to the County Medical Officer of Health
and his staff; to Mr. R. E. T. Chinnery who so ably carries
the day-to-day responsibilities; and to everyone who accepts
that the health of the community is his concern.

I have the honour to be,

Yours faithfully,

A. GATHERER ,

Medical Officer of Health,



GENERAL. FROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICE:

Medical Officer of Health:
A, Gatherer, M.D., Ch.B., D.P.H., D.,I.H.

Surveyor, Water Engineer & Public Health Inspector:

R. E. T. Chinnery; F.F.5., M.I.P.H.E,,
Eert. SIIIB!

Distriet Nurses:
Migs L. L. Misson and Miss E. M. Cates.

Health Vigitor: Miss K. Pulley.

VITAL STATISTICS:

Population: Estimated mid-year population - 3,450,
Live births: Male Female
Legitimate mim oL 30 22
Tllegitimate i A0LENIG R GG 1 Nil
31 22

Live birth rate (corrected):

20.1 per 1,000 population
(England and W%ales 18.4).

Illegitimate live births:

1.9 per cent of total live births,

Stillbirths: Nil,
Total live and stillbirtha: .. «s sa  ahs 31 22
Infant deaths (under 1 year):.. .. «. .. 1 Nil

Maternal deaths:Nil.

Total deaths: RO Sl s e S e 22 20
Death rate (corrected):
8.1 per 1,000 population
(England and Wales 11.3),
Causes of death:
Cardiovascular diseases .. 11 12
Malignant diseases aia pa 3 Nil
Respiratory diseases .. .. 4 )
Other CAUBEE .. «o == &5 4 5
TOTAL ALL CAUSES .. .. 22 20

INFECTIOUS DISEASES:

Motifications: Measles .. .. .. .. 9

Suspected Food
Peoisoning atmin e

o e



WATER SUPPLY :

The water supply throughout Oundle Urban Distriet has
been satisfactory in gquantity and guality during the year,
Bacteriological tests on samples have all been reported as
very satisfactory.

FACTORY ACT:

Papt 1 of the Act.

b Inspection by the Public Health Inspector for the
purposes of provisgions concerning health.

Nuibez Number of

Fremises 2l Inspec-|Written| Occupiers

Begister|tions. |notices|prosecuted

1 (2) (3) (4) (5)

(i) Factories in which
Sections 1, 2, 3, 4 and
6 are to be enforced by
Local Authorities. 16 16 - -

(ii) Factories not included
in (i) in which Section
7 iz enforced by the
Local Authority 1 1 = =

(iii) Other premises in which
Section 7 is enforced
by the Local futhority
(execluding out-workers'

premises). - - = -
17 17 - =
25 Cases in which defects were found - none,

Part VIII of the Act.

Outwork (Sections 110 and 111) = Nil.

December 1965,
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Annual Report of the Surveyor and Publie Health
Ingpector for the year ended 31st December,196k.

Mr. Chairmen, Madam and Gentlemen,

1.

2.

3

Weter Supplies.

The year under review wese the first full calender year for
which the Nene & Ouse Water Board, within whose area the Urban Distri
lies, wae entirely responsible for water supply and distribution
In this district.

S&mplee taken during the yeor were all reported as being
baeteriologicelly 'very satiefactory's. A periodic check 1s taken
of the residual chlorine content of the water as supplied to
consumers, to ensure sterility after the filtration and chlorination
treatment given at the source.

The Weter Bosrd found it neceseary to continue restrictions on
the uee of hoeepipes throughout the year, but essential supplies were
maintained at adequate pressures.

Sewerapge & Sewsge Dieposal,

The new sewage dispoeal works, which came into full operation
in 1963, produced & good effluent consistently throughout the year,

It became obvious, however, through flooding of certaln premises
at times of very heavy rainfall thot measures would hsve to be taken
to exclude as much rosd and other surfoce water as possible from the
foul water sewers. The Council's Consulting Engineers submitied
recommendations for a surface water drainsge scheme dealing with the
Glapthorne Rosd =nd New Road ares and at the end of the yeer thie had
been epproved in principle and the scheme wes being prepared in detail

Housing.
(a) Provision of New Housee by the TLocal iuthority.

The Inkermsn Yard clearance and re-development scheme wWas
completed during the year, by the building of 3 014 Person's
Bungalows in the former Victoris Ysrd snd the terrace of L stone
finished houses fronting West Street.

Although there may be some natural feelings of regret at the
disappearance of some of the old property which hae been demolished
on this site, the Council esn rightly feel justified when the result
ie viewed; in place of the former 26 stone built cottag es, come
almoet der&lict, and all sub standard, occupying only half of the
site, these now stand 15 plessant, werm and comforteble bungalows
for cld people, with all medern ameneties, and the four stone
finished houses fronting West Street, which ere of modern design
but blend with other buildings.

Re-development of this kind, if carried out with dieeriminetion
and care muet surely be accepted o8B necesssry anﬂhﬁggvitable. in
order to improve housing stonderde and to replsce essary, old
and worn-out dwellinge where modernisstion is impracticeble.

Towards the end of the year work wse commenced upon the erection
of & further 29 dwellings, comprising 10 two-tedroomed bungalows and
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19 three-bedroomed houses, upon the Council's Springfield Foed
Housing Estate,

(b) private Enterprise Housing.

ic new houses were completed during the year for private owners j
this emphesized the difficulty, referred tuv 1n previous reports,
experienced by prospective house builders in finding sites in Cundls.

At the end of the yeer 5 private houses were in course of
construction, 3 Of these being on the estate off the Cottersicck Rozd,
where rosds, sewers, ond other public services are being proviiad Ly
the Council to open up L% secres of excellent building land, compriglic
E0 building plots for sale to prospective privete owners,

(c) Unfit Houees.

A housing survey was undertaken, B78 houses being clessifled
according to condition snd precticability cf repair end modernisacioi
e Tollowe:

Category I Fit for habitstion or with minor defects only. 61k
i 2  For repair and/or mocdernisation. 212
" 3 Por Demolition Order or Clearsnce Ares proceecdure 52

Totel; 870,

The Category 3 houses sbove were further classified ss follows:

For repair & improvement by owners. L
Demelition procedure to be deferred. 2
Undertakings nut to relet. 2
For Demolition Order procedure, 25
For Clearance Order procedure. 19

h2.

Negotions were commenced for the purchase by agreement of 16
houses recommended for ¢leerance Area procedure together with

gsurrounding land considered necessary for proper rakﬂeve1apmsnt' by
the end ol the year these had not been coupleted,

(d) Grants for Conversion or Improvements.

Seven grents for the provislons of Btandard fmenities were =
approved during the yeear as cgainst 8 the previous year, while one
application for & Discretionary Grant wag epproved es ageinst nil
the previous yesr. ’

4

Every effort hoe been made to meke the. adventagee of this !
system of granta towarde the cost of modernisstion and. improvement /-
Imown to hoth tenanits and landlorde, but the number of applications
reme ins regrettably small, particularly in respect of rented houses.

erMP o EHRS !

The Housing Act, 1964 dmpeirs locol authorities toc declare
Improvement Aress, in which st least half the sub-standard houses .
must be capable of being raised to the full stendards! prescribed,v 45
and to require the owners to carry out improvements. e Councdl i
mey well have to consider dmplementing these powers in the fature; '
although the present complete lack of technlcel assistance to the ©
holder of the Joint appointment of Surveyor and Public Health
Inepector means that there just is not sufficient time for any one
person to carry out all his various duties fully.

(e) Refuse Collection and Dieposal,

A regular weekly collection was mainteined throughout the year
with more frequent collections from shops and the School beoarding
houses. Waoste paper lils cellezted from heuses during the nermal’
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refuse collection but a epecial weekly collectiion le made of paper,
conteiner waste etec. from shope: this 1is scld and the income does
semething to affect the cost of the service generally,

We are fortunste in being able to maintain suffiecient starfld
%0 keep this service gelng efficiently, but in Cundle, as indesd,
everywhere elss, the omount of refuse collected Inoresses every
year malking the tesk more and mores 4ifficuat,

It iz often forgotten that after collecticn, the refuse has to
be disposed of withouil nuisance. The Council's conirolled tip 1s
well maintained, levelled and covered with soll =nd/or zeshes, Wz
baye sufficient land for disposal purposes Tor a few years yel but

in the fairly nesr futuwre another site will have to be Tound.

Public Conveniences, Cemetery & Churchysrd.

Thege were maintained teo a satisfactory siandard throwghout the
¥yesr. FHRegular daily eleansing of the public ceonvenlencesz, Including
week-end a, does not however prevent the sll too prevalent efforis of
would be poeits scrawling in the usual cbscene language on any surfos
availeble. All fittings thet can e domaged and cen be removed
have been taken outside the conveniences und the amount of damagc
which cen now be done is considersbly reduced.

S8langhter hovees, Food Inspection,

There ere no licensed slaughterhouses in the Urbsn District.

Yieite ere pald to feood premises, including retail shops,
partieniarly during the summer menths, and the co—operation of Food
Traders generally, i irtaining 2 high standerd of eguipment and
food handling byglene teneral 18 very much apprecilated,

During the yeur the following asmounts of unsovnd food were
surrendered voluntari.y.

221us. timned fruit.
21bs, tinned pork.
13, tinned Jjam.

I am indebted to the Chief Inespector, YNeights and Measures
Department, Northants. County Council for the following details
of samples taken in Cundle by his Inspectors:

AMPLES TAKEN IN OUNLLE UREBAN DISTRICT IN
THE 15 MONTHS ENDING 31lst MARCH 1965.

]

HILK & B & B e E e dBE S AR IR SRR R EB‘
MEAT FPRODUCTS ssscssesanaasnas 2
EzAE S e S S e R h
AL T R e L R L 1
BHETHER i et ahs « e s arsisaa 1
FISH FRODURDTE .. savisansnisann =
J;MIMMWILLLDE R R 2
c\‘i}m R ERR SRR E R R A EE §E 1

L2

T T

REMARKS.

It 18 pleseing to be able to report that all samples Loken
in the Urban District during the fifteen months were found to be
completely satisfactory.



SALE OF Po0D (WEIGHTS .AND MEASURES) ACT, 1926, ol

During the course of & routine wvisit to an Cundle shop an inspector
saw a number of packets of sweete on displiay, accompanisd by a notice
describing them as "3 1bs". A1l the packets were ghort by smounts
renging from 1 oz, 5% drams t¢ 1 oz, ZEnquirles revealed that the whole-—
saler who supplied the sweete had described them in his invoice as being
12 oz. whereas the manufacturers hsd described them ss “bags" withous
any reference to the weight,

In the clrcumetences legnl procecdingswere taken ageinst the whole
selers snd nufine of £5, with 5 pguiness coéts wae lmpoeed at the EKstlering
Magistrates Qourt.

Other deficiencies found were of 8 minor nature and were dealt with
by advice or caution at the time of detection.

F- e EV;'LI'IE,

Chisf Inepector.

Vieights and Measures Department,
Market Street,
KETTERING.

7. BDisinfection, Disinfestaticn.

Ne action wee necessary during the year,
8. Rodent Control.

One of the Councils employees hes received special training ia
this work, and all inrestetlons were dealt with as they arose. -

ill Council owned preperties, particularly the refuse and
sewage disposal sltes are kept clear, private houses and gardens are
dealt with free of charge, while payment i1s demanded for trestment
of trode premises.

The agreement with Oundle School, under which the Couneil
undertakes, on o fixed payment basis, to deal with infestations at
all Scheool premisecs, continues to operate satisfacteorily to both
parties.

9. OGenersl.

Thie Report once agasin can only touch briefly upon those aspecta
of the yerrs work upon which Annusl Reporte are required by ihe
Ministry of Health.

Detriled statistics or financial detaile are not included as
these have been furnished to the Council, the appropriate Committee,
or te the Ministry at the appropriste time: the compiling of them
again for the purpoege of this report would place en undue strain con
the amall genersl office staff.

My thanks and spprecistion are due to the Cheirmen and Members
of the Ccuncil for their continued helrpfulness and eupport during the
yeor, and I sm sure the Council would Join with me in expressing
eppreciction to the outside steff for the wey in whiczh they maintein
those essentisl public services which we teke so much for granted.

Yours feithtully,

Surveyor and Public Heelth Inspector.



