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BOROUGH OF OS/ESTRY.

EEF'QIT ; Councillor W.G.Jones.
Ohairman:  Councillor D.Stone.
The Health Comuittee consists of the whole Council.

Health Department,
6,8alop Road,
OSWESTRY.,

July 1943.
To the Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses of the Borough of Oswestry.

I have the honour to present my fifteenth Annual Report.

The Minister of Health has requested that the report eghould be
prepared on the smme lines as those for the previous three years,

that 1t should again be an imterim report and confined to essential
and urgent matters which have affected the public health during the
year, also figures of population or figures from which local
population ocan be reconstructed must not be published, so the report
will of nﬁcasaity be deprived of much of its interest and information-
Arrangements are to be made for the preservation of all records

which cannot be included &n this report.

Your ohedient servant,
L.WILSON EVANS.
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PUBLIC _HEALTH STAFF.

Name. Qualifidationsa Qffice Held. iThols or
Part time.
L.iilson Evans. MeB: ,BsSe ,LeReCoPe, edical Officer FPart.
= LeReCeSs ,DanHI of Health.
HeT.Isaac MeSaI.Aa,0.MuI, Sanitary Jhole.
Inspector.
J.{.Roberts Clerk. fhole.

EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 1942.

Birth Rate per 1000 population 1£.0
Birth Rate per 1000 population Oswestry Rural District 16.1
England and iales 15.8
8till Births
Rate per 1000 population o 71
Osweatry Rural District .%S
England and iales .
Deaths of infants under 1 year of age
8&: 1000 live births gg
gwestry Rural District
England and ales 49
Death Rate 12.3
Death iate Oswestry Rural District 12,
Death Rate England and .Jales 11.6

Number of women dying in, or in consequence of, childbirth

From Bepsis Nil.

Other causes Nil.

Maternal Mortality rate for England and Wales per 1000

dive births 2.01
Deaths from Measles (all ages) w1l
Deaths from whooping Cough (all ages) Ni}
Deaths from Diarrhoea (under 2 years of age) Nil

Deaths from Diarrhoea (over 2 years of age) Wil
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GE;EE CAUSES OF DEATH.

' Ty P 2 Mele. Femalg.
Cancer g 13
Diabetes 2
Intra-cranial Vascular Leeions g 10
Heart Diesease i 20
Otiior diceases of the circulatory system 2
Brouchitisg 2 g
Pncumornic g
Nephritis 2
Viclence 2

_____ ; OVER, INFEZCTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES,

Under 1~ 2o e B 10-15~20~35- 5=0ver Total
Eyrano s 4 b 10 15 20 35 45 65 . &5

Gcarlet Fever - R o e G e S IR e 1Z
Dipntheoria - e e e S N Y e e wa R
Pr.cumonia 1 it elay & o = K 2% = 16
Paratypnoid

Fever - - ST Sy o RN TN, o A
Ophthalmia

Nevnatorum W fa = e .  m m e m m w  wm 3
Hajﬂ.ri& - - oo - - - - = = 1 - ey l
Puepersl

Pyrexia - O T L G R SR TR 1
Merclep - TR R LB B e e 13
Whooping Cough - - 1.1 10 = s = = e e

Jexl brosping

Fever - - a4 ]l = = e e = e e - %

Infectious Disease was distributed throughout the year as followa.
JaneFe:r”ﬁrnﬁgl;may,runc.July Aug.Sept Oct«No¥. Dec

Scarlet Fever 2 1 5 L e 1 1
Diyitheriz o L v m e om 1 - - e )
Pnoumonig - - A i K 4 1 - - ! 3 2
Pazctypholid

Fevax - S0 G S e 1) 2 2 = - = -
Opi:thalnin

Neonatorun - LT S R - - - - .
Yalarig - ~ - m - - - - L
Puerperal

Pyroxia - meet it s S Y 1 - . . e
Meacles _ - e, R e - - - 1 .20
Whooping Cough - e R SR e S L (et i 1 5 dis o A
Cerebrospinal

Fever - . . 1 - - - = -
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Cages admitted Case rate Bngland
to hospital. Ueathse and Wales.
Scarlet Fever 1 - :
Diphtherig g - ié’%
Pneumonia 5 1.07
- Paratypho’d Fever 4 - «01
Ophthalmis Neonatorum 1k -
Halariea -
Puerperal Pyrexis 1 - 12,61 per 1000
Measles 2 - TDTE% S,
Whooping Cough - - 'I.?j
Cerebrospinal Fever 1

INCIDENCE OF DIPHTHERIA

Ly35 ~1942

Ages in
YSarg, 1e203c4e5. 6:7:8.9.20.11.12,13.14.15.16.17.18.19.20

e lus. 'l'.a"L
Years. ; '
1933 B 10wl B 1l = owemmce e om ow 10
1934 BRI e 1052 = & 3 e 2 = e o= oW )3 g;(
43 2 el 4 53]l = § & =~ B & = == = [
193 R 2 77645 3 8 1 112 == =8 2.3
1935 B L S22 ) 52 1 e loe e ow ]
193 Clemm mmmm ]l = e e e eem ]l e o= - 3
1939 EREE S ) = 531 4 1l = 1= = = 'l = = 3 el
1940 o T, SRR A I KU H TR SIS | 5
1941 - mmmm mmm]l = e e ok omom o= e e e - 1
1942 @ = - - - - e T R 1

INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

The slight outbreak of Pafatyphoid Fever started with the notification
of two c.ses on the same day but curioucly enaﬁgh there appeared to be
no connection between the two. One res:ided in the Borough and the
other had been admitted from the Rural Distriot to the Hospital before
the condition had been diaggnosed, and typing revealed a different
strain in each case. A further three cases occurred in the Hospital,
a patient and two of the staff. All of these showed the same strain
of organism as that in the first case. Bacteriological investigations

were cal. . <d out by Dr. Rhodes, The Patmnlogical Laboratory, Shrewsbury






Be
and Dr. Felix of the ifedical Research Council carried out hih

Bacteriophase typing.

The few cases of Measles notified indicated the beginning of a
oonsiderable outbreak which extended into 1943. The previous
outbreak had been in 1940-1941. The usual periodiecity of lMeasles

for Ogwestry
48 bi-annual but up to 1933 as far as records are avallable /thexe
appears to have been an outbreak at intervals of 3 years but
since 1935 the disease has appeared every two years although only
& year elapsed between considerable outbreaks in 1939 and 1940,
which may have becn a rcsult of evacuation bringing in a suffieient

aunber of non=-immune children to oreate conditions favourgble for

an epidemic.

The low figures for Diphtheria of the previous 2 years have been
maintained.
DIPETHERIA IMMUNISATION

Accelerated progress was made in the nuaber of children recelving
dumunising injeotions againet Diphtheria. In the first six months
of the year more than twice the number of children under 5 years
of age were done than in the whole period since free immunisation
was offered in 1938. At the end of liay the County Council decided
Yo take over tﬁe immunisation of children under 5 years of age
and school entrants. As the County Council is the child weclfare
authority there are obvious advamtages in them doinz the work for
its doctors and nurses are in conetant touch with the parcnts of

these children, and before starting their scheme in 1938 the Coumcil






be
nad requested the County Council to takc :% over then but they
dealined. At that ftime lmiunisation had not received the publicity
0f the Press and wirclces. noi the strong backing of the Ministry of
deglth. FEowever it was felt that it wouv. .4 Te uneatisfactory for two
suthorities to e respensibdle for immuni: tion, the County Council

-

loing under 5 years of age and the young children in school and the

ct

Urban COouncil dolup the older school cll.iren, so the Jounty Oouncil

1-

wag asked to take over sk Immunisetion o f <11 children rather than
only one secticn brat they would not moaify tlhieir schemes However

The difficultiey anticirated in g dual rezponsibility evidently arose
and in November the Jcocuonty Counell took over the immunisgtion of all
children. The cdistrict authority had bl:zed the trail and prepared
the ground, the hard work of bringing *he- importance of immunisgtion
before the pearents and oeking them famil:ar with the fidea of immunisation
~ad been acoomplished.

The material used was £Liunm Preclpitatec Toxoid, two doses, one of <200
and another of -Hoo wer:s given at an int .val of four weeks.

The materizl was supplicd free by the Hi_istsy of Health.

The numbex of childien who hzd completei Licztment during the year

vag aa foilowe. .
Updez 5 years of ags.

Fumber of childrer immu:iged 326
Number in this total coue by County CGouncil 146
fotal percentege imaunicel at December 3l:t,1942 54%
Db yesrs. ;
Yumber of children imucaised 273
Humber in this toia. done by County Coun- il 19

Total percentage immuniced ot December %'s%,1942 91%
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DIPHTHERIA ANTI-TOXIN ORDEZ.

% supply of Diphtheri£ Lnsi~toxin is available for cases residing in
szﬁat:y in gccordance vwith the provigicn: of the above Order.

faie is available frcm the Health Offices. 6, Salop Road or after office
fours from Mr. H. T, Isaac, Grenston, Crceswylan Lane, Oawestry.

20, 000 units were used during the year.

-

VENEARZAL, DISEASE.

5 has been officially s5ated that there =8 been an inorease of 75%

fn venereal diseass throuzhcut the Couniry during the war. These ;
nggrPg are based cn aticndance at Clinics: and Service omseag.

% 18 satisfaciory tc revord that by these criteria there is no evidence
3L Incxrease over the ? ycars of war in Oswestry, but it must be

recognised thet many young people are lcaving Oswestry and going where

semptatlion and riska arc greater.

l':J

acilitics for Treatmern:.

B L ——

Ihese are now avallable at the Dispenzazy: Lower Brook S8%reet and are
sdminisgtered by the Salop; County Council.
Ihe Mcdical Officer attends on Thursdays, the hours being - Hen lpe.m.
D 2pelie Women 2.l ¢ JDelle

SUABTES
Scabies which showed signs of being rather troublesome last year,
21though it never reschod the dimensions - this Borough that it did
in some places, hau during 1942 yielded tv measures taken to prevent
i t8 spread, these have ©tren early visits *o houses where cases have
been reported and the sujpervision and treaiment of contacts.

fnere was a total ¢f 34 xnown cases disiributed among 1) familieeg.

15 of them were evoous.ied children. In sume cases they appear to
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have been infeeted when vislting their homee. One case was removed
to the sick bay.
The Council took advantage of the Qounty Qouncil offer to have
installed a bath in the Oleansing Station at the First Aid Post.
Thie will be evailable, when gompleted, for the treatment of cases
wnere it is not possible at home. It was not necessary to take any
action under the Bcabies Order 1941 to enforoce medical examingtion
and %troatmente

TUBERCULOSIS 1942,

Number of oases notiffed.
A Ue T Totals

Respiratory 1 8
Non-respiratory 3 i 8
20 P 12
Deaths S Totals.
Respiratory 6 = 6
¥on-respiratory 1 o 1
R T

Two respiretory female cases were transferred into Qswestry from
outside districts and one non=respiratory male 0as@e

Tuberogulosis.
Thero has becn an inorcase in oeses of Tuberculosis in tho Country
generally but fortunately this has not been the case in Oswestry.
The number of new ceses notified during 1942 was the lowest for -
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10 years. Tho nuboer of deaths were also lower thpn the aveTago.

£"

220 numbor of now cases notificd during the three yoars period of

tag war 1940-1242 wna the lowest slnce the period 13231-1933.
Lc cases of wen and wo dlscovered af*e* golag into the forces
Wera reported during the yoar.

Tae glﬂ“_ mient proposais for the provision of maintenance allowances

< WA LAnnnTy

for/Tuneroulous patients and their familias and the use of msas.
radlograghy should do wuch to reduce the incidence of the disease
by malking provisica for the proper nutrition of the patient and
ia depandanta and through the discovery of cases in the early
stages:
_WATER BUPPLY.
Analysis of a sauple of water taken from the Borough supply June 1942
ONENMICAL RESULTS Ti PARTS PZR 10,000 )

Appearance; TFainily ﬁﬁaL ;geent - no visible deposit of minerel
5 end ﬂ‘?:::ﬂ debris
Turhidlty: leas than b parts por miliion, Silica scale.

golour Yellow-hrown: @25 Cdour +1.
Resction PH on the scid silde
oL neutrality: 5.7 Free carbonic acld . Qe
S+g0iric Conducivivity 62 Potnl solids, dricd a%
at 2090 15070 4¢5
- r .

CE*u“ina iz Thlorides 0o Alkaiinity as Ozlcium

cﬂ.u UU-" -'-j lﬂl
Herdaess t Toial 2.0 Tomporary Q.0 Permanent 2.0
Niltrogen in Xitratos Q.00 Nitrogen in Nitzritea Trace.
Free Amaonla - GU36 Annoniaoal Nitrogen -
Albunineid Amnonia 00054 Alouminoid-Nitrogen -
O"vﬁha w;qardud in 4 hours
8t 27 C.185

u;r,t_lk, iren 3 007 Qther netais abzsent.

¥ree Otlorine reaction! Abssat.
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BACTERIOLOGICAL RESULTS.

Number of "Bacteria' growing ; 1 day at 379C 2 dayse at 37°C. at Eggc
on Agar per cc. or ml. in 3 B

Presumptive Coliform Reaction Present -~ absent 100 c.c.
Bact. coll Present =~ gbsent 100 c.c.
Cl.welchii Reaction Fresent = absent 100 c.c.
This sample has faint colour but is reasonably clear and bright,
having only faint opalesgcence. The water 1s soft in character,
contains very little saline or mineral matter in solution and no
metals with the exception of a negligible trace of iron. In view of
the poftness and slightly acld cheracter of the water, contact with
lead eghould be avoided.
The water contains a little organic watter which is responsible for
the colour but it is of very satisfactory bacterial purity consistent
with a wholeeome water, suitable foD drianking and domestic purposes.
EQUSING.
The Houeing Inspector in his feport looke hopefully to the appointment
of a House lfanager. In my Annugl Renort for 1931 I pointed out the
advantages of such an gppointment and it is quite probable that the
housing regulatione after the war will make such appointments
obligatory on Local Authorities. The great advantage to the property
and to the tenants of a trained manager of the right type 1s surely
indisputable and casce of ncglected and dirtﬁ houses which often only
come before the notice of the Health Deparitment when the conditions
are far advaenced could bec prevented Dy the supervision and guidance
of a sympathetic, friendly manazer whose, help would be the means &f
making inetter and mre carcful tenante. In this respect it must be
recognised that thero do exist problem femilics, usually of low
mentality, for whom no fricndly help or cducation is of avail,
but these are exceptional and should not be put into good houscsas

Discrimination is called for in the sclection of tenante for new
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houses and such families as those mentioned should be housed in
clean, reconditioned property when possible. Bat the bulk of
the fampilies who are dirty and slovenly in theéir habite, developed
very often as a result of bad environment in the past, are capable
of improvement when given better conditions, and encouraged by wise
and educative supervision; but if the numbers of such families are
to be reduced the urgzency of the housing problem must be faced with
determination and courage. There are too many youngz children today
being brought up under coanditions whieh do not make for the develop-
ment of heglth and wholesome hgbits of living. If slume are to be
abolished it is necessary to prevent the growth of the slum mind.
As regards the problem of bug infestation there obviously should be
greater care in the purchase of second hand bedding and furniture
and dealers should ensure that it is not infested before putting
it in their stores.

REPORT OF HOUSING INSPECTOR.

There is every reason to believe that the newly appointed House
Kanagement Sub-comuittee referred to in the last Annual Report has
justified its formation. It has stimulated the interest of its
members and brought them into closer touch with the tenants and
the financial side of the whole question. while this of course
has been a step forward in the right direction the height of
achievement would be the appointment of a Housing Manager to work
in conjunction with the Sub-committee.

In response to a Oircular from the Ministry of Health dealing with
Post War Reconstruction, the Housinz Committee recommended, as the

Gowernment had not given positive guidance to Local Authorities on
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its Post Jar Policy, that the number of houses comprising a first
Years programme be notified to the liinistiy as a 100. There is
little dguht that Oswestry is badly in need of houses and that this
100 may be geken only ae a start and seems small in view of the very
old houses, actually whole streets, which are existing and will be
wiped out when the time becomes opportune. The fact that there is
a tendancy on the part of shrewd owners to dispose of such ppoperty
would suggest that they have already seen the warning light.
There must be only one class of house for the fighters and workers
of this war and that is the model house which will reasonably give
all the essentials and amenities necessary for health and comfort.
QVEROROWDING.
Under the prewent conditions tiere has had to be a certain amount of
tolerance with regard to overcrowding in view of the shortage of
accompodation and the greater demand in the Town. The abnormal
movement of pppulation makes computation difficult.
There has however been a substantial decrease as compared with the
lagt threes or four vears, but firm action was necessary in a few cases
where the overcrowding was glaring and where there was no reasonable
excuse. The evils of overcrowding are demonstrated by the following
casc. A low standard house with two bedrooms was occupled by a
fomily of three. A family of scven the mother being expectant
installed themselves in this house. They arrived from a village
in an adjecent County where the husband was stlll employed.
8carlet Fever broke out in the house and there were five cases
all of which were removed to the lIsolation Hospital and maintalned

at the ratepayers cxpcnsee Jhan the case was finally dealt with
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- there were eight persons occupying one bedroons

- REHOUSING OF HOMELESS FAMILIES.

: Tﬁanﬁy two condemned houses reconditioned as a wartime neasure to
provide accommodation for families rendered houmeless by cnemy action
are still in use. They are all privately owned and let at an
average rent of 6/6 weekly inclusive of ratesge
REPAIHS. :

Only very cssential amd urgent ropairs have been enforced during the
year, The question of labour and materials has greatly handicapped
the contractors. It is gratifying to note however that essential
work has been carried out.

VERMINOUS HOUSES.

with during the year. Strangers to the Towm (temporarily cmployed)
wore chiefly responsible for the lice and when they moved off little
trouble was experienced after disinfestation had beon carried out.
In the case of fleas tho infestations werc found whorc dogs and cats
were houscd indoors together with unwholesome conditions of the
houses. There is however no excisec for oug infestntlons, espccially
in comparstively new Oouncil Houses or otiherwise decent and in some
casecs reconditioned houses where there has hot becn previous bug
existence. Almost in every case where the infestation has been heavy
the rezson given has been the purchase of second hnnd bedding or
upholsgtery.

Inspection is made of all Council houses becoming vacant for the
detection of verminous infestation and a special eye is kept on

prospective tenants especially if removing from certain known
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properiy in the Town before they take posasession. Bug infestation
i8 the most difficult and humilating of all infestations which come
under the control of the Health Department. This can be much
minimised if on the first ecidence of any infestation the matter
is immediately reported and secondly the public are warned
especlally in these times To be ceputiosus ia the purchase of second
hand upholstered furniture and bedding.

_FoCDg.
It would gppear fror. the Food Inspectorie Report that theme is
unndcessary loss of valuable fcod supplies during transit, and
inquiry by the officials of the liinistry of Food to see if it
Wwould be possible by more careful handling to prevent such serious
logses seem to he indicated. The role of the Food Inspector is
generally considered to be that of the prevention of the comsuuption
of diseased and unwholesome food, butl essential as this part of his
duties is, another aspect of his job assumes particular importance
today and that ls the saying of food which 1s sometimes too readily
assumed to be unflit. The warrying out of this duty requires sound
judgment, extensive knowledge and confidence in his capabilities,
i1t also requires rmorec care and time than the easier way of
condemnation, but it ie of ;:Eaﬁ lumportance and a very valuable
contribution tc the war effort that no food should be condemned

that can te safely usec for human consumpiion.

There has becn a good deal of interest in the milk question
during the vear chiefly cwing to the mcasures taken by the

government to preserve milk from becoming unsaleable through souring
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and the suggestion of the Ministry of Food to make pasteurisation
compulsory.
The purpose of these measures is to save wilk rather than to make it
safece
It is significant of tho failure of the measures io safe-guard the
public health that it is when a Minigtry take over the distribution
of milk and is faced with serious loss of supplies through souring
that drastic measures arc taken to obtain a clean milk supply.
Oircular 20669 issued during the year is concerned with milk as a
perishable food and proposed by a system of examinations of milk and
using certain tests to safeguard the keeping quality of bulked milk.
The milk was to be divided into three categories. Market Kilk,
satisfactory }iquid milk, salvage milk, unsuitagble for liquid milk
market, and rejected milk to be returned to the farmer. The scheme
involved prices differentiation on a quality basis. It is uncertain
how far this scheme has come into operation. Failure of
administration may have been the cause of the further step of
pasteurisation being orought forwards Pasteurisation has the
adventage over the first proposals in so far that it not only saves
milk but makes it safe. The difference between clecan milk and
safe milk is still not appreciated. Although unclean milk 1is not
nacessarily injurious to health nor even is sour milk, indeed the
eating of milk soured by the lactic acid bacillus has been claimed
as o means of longevity, it is necessary to maintain a high gtandard
of cleanliness in the production of milk, for unclean slipshod

methods inerease the risk of disease germs contaminating the milk.
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On the other hand a milk produced under perfectly clean conditions
mey spread discase and o coW with tuborculosis or other udder disease
may causc the disemse in those drinking the milk, or contaminstion
by_tha milkers nnd dairymen may sproad such discases ac yphoid
Fover or Scarlet Fever. Tlimination of Tuberculosis from catile
would take many yecars and i% is impossible to contrul-thc personnel
of thg4 forms boefore the harm is done, so %ho protection of tho
consumer by destroying dicease germs by pastourisation would be
the most satisfactory method.
Pesteurisation should not be allowed to hinder tho cffort to obtain
clean milk, and many of the organisms in dirty milk are nct destroyed
by pastourisation so it is not the mcans of disguising dirty milk.

REPORT OF THE FOOD INSPEZCTOR.

Food Inspection takeé'up"thé mﬁjei paft of the Sanitary Inspector's
dutiea. liuch time is taken in the inspection of goods daungzed in
transit. The waste through rough handlinz must be tremendous
throughout the Country judging by the local consignments affected.
1t mey be argued that wortime conditions on the railway are chiefly
regponsible, however the various consignments of foodeituffs reported
ag unfit have been carefully investignted ond exemined and ns much
a8 50% of the total and in other cnses even o higher percentage

nae b;an certified as wholegome and fit for aum~n consumption.
Orushed tins., oracked pot in the osse of jams and ceriain articles
atored under unfnavourable ccnditions ~nd foods deloyed in tronsit
are the principal complaints deult with. Wholesale and retall
traders in foodstuffs rewclise that o certein amount of tolerance

must be borne and the question of salvage must have every
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consideration. 1In all cases of condemmation traders ~nd others
are issued with certificates stating the resson why the food in
question 1s unfit ond this ennbles the loss to be mnde good in
most ceses. L may be pointed out that the outside ~bnormal
appe~ronce of tinned and other packed foode is not alweys o criterion
o8 %0 its fitness for food. In cases of doubt the Inspector should
be consulted.
Mect.
Gentralised S8loughtering and meat distribution operates on the
Bame lines as hitherto with the exception that the duties of meat
inspection is now shared with the Rural S-nitary Inspector.
The co-operation of the local authorities with the liinistry of
Food in the inspection of slaughterhouses and meat distributing
depote continues.
Milk.
The frequent sampling by the Health Department continues and there
hag been no cause for complaint with regard to the quality of the
milk produced by the cowkeepers in the Borough but in some cases

it has been necessary to emphasise the importance and necessity

. of serupulous care and attention to cleanliness and approved methods

of producticn. The response on the whole has been satisfactory.

During thc year however there have been complaints of milk received
from outside the Borough and especially of the milk supply to the
schools. Appropriate action was taken in these cases bul unfortunstely
the powers for dealing with producers outside the Borough are limited,
which to say the least delays any sction takene With regard to the

gchool supply the contract was transferred to another purveyor.
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The pooling of milk unquestionably has its advantages especially to
meet the transport difficulties but it has tended to destroy the
keen interest between producer and retailer in maintaining a high
quality milk. The retailers have now to trke their supplies from
where directed. Tuberculin Tested milk is retciled by three
purveyors in the Boroughe

THE FOLLOWING I8 THE VETZRIJNARY OFFICER'S REPORT FOR THE YEAR.

We -Be'cg to sulhlt our report on the inspection of all the dairy cows
supplying the Osweastry Borough.

During the year 1942, 1604 cows were carefully exemined, 1332 being
in milk cnd 222 dry. 198 of the cows were housed in the Borough
and 1406 in the outlying districts. With the exception of the cows
mentioned below we are glad to state that the animals were in a
hezlthy condition and free from contaglous or infsctious disenses,
including affection of the udder and diseases comaunicabdle by
contoaination of the milk., From every cow where abnormality of the
udder wes found, and where there was a suspicion as to the zeneral
health of the enimal a sample oI milk wns taken and expmined
microscopically, There were 30 samples token. .Je =are glad to state
thnt in onlv two cases were tubekecle bascilli present. These cows
were seized under the Tuberculosis Order and post mortem examination
confirmed the disgnoses, and in ench onse tudercular lesions of the
udder were found. The other samples were mninly streptococcal

and the said cows were isolnted from the herd till trentunent wes
applied nnd they were Ii% to re-enter the herd.

Since clean milk production has become so imporiont, both the cows






19

and the shippons have received considernble attention regarding
cleanlinegs and ventilation which has improved their general
conditione

R.HUGHES & SON

Veterinary Surgeons.

RATS AND MICE DESTRUCTION ACT.

Under wartime conditions the destruction of rate 1s of vital
importnnce in the National Interest « Although the extent of the

damage done to essential food supplies, property and materipls is

 appreciated by all those who have hod experience on a large scale

it 18 not sufficiently recognised by the najority of the comwunity how
great this 1g. The position regarding rat infestation in Qewestry
could not be considered satisfactory in spite of publicity given to
the subject nnd also personal contect with the occupiers of nffected
premises. The tendanoy has been to leave it to the other fellow,

the real cowoperation to nchieve the maximum results being very luke
werm ~nd in some caoees non-existent. As a result certain areas

became heavily infested and consequently drastic action hod to be teken.
Oomplaints that have been dealt with sre mainly from food stores or
premises in close proximity, piggeries =nd poultry runse

A survey of the Town showed that there were about ten arecs affected
varying from heavy infestations to just minor ones. Bix of these
areas are under private gcontraoct for the erndicetion of rats extending
over p period of 12 monthee Frequent visite are made by the rat

cotchers who are fully employed in rat extermination and on the whole

the progress is satisfactoTy.
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The writer's ~ttention wns drawn to en incident which has scope for
gome one with an inventive mind. At o piggery neaxr the border of the
town was & lnrge metal bin for storing meal. It mensured 6 feet long
by 2 feet 6 inches wide nnd 3 feet deep. There was 3 inches of meal
in the bin. The top w~s uncovered. The place was known to be rat
infested nnd was receivinz nttention. 3By nccident small wooden boxes
hod beecn so placed =8 to mke ~ staircase to the top of the bin.
What followed can only be surmiseds
Presumsbly the rats in their nocturnnl prowls h~d ascended the steps
and un~ble to resist the temptation of = sood feed dropped dowm into
the interior of the bin. The sides of the bin being smooth and the
floor area so smell for o t-ke off it wns impossible To escape.
Ae the result 50 rats were trapoed ~nd wWere destroyed.
Tt is known thot the rppropriate linisiry from time to time hos
exhibited sn apparatus on the drop method in which rats could not
esonpe, ~lso o variety of devices have been advertised butl eppear
not to be popular, although large infestations and the possibility
of cheap nnd ropid methods of capture offer them a wide scope of

usefulnesss.

QINEUAS AND PLACES OF ENTERTAINMENT.

?1Eita at frequent intervals during times of entertsinment and
othervise showed thot the conduct ~nd provisions generally were
gntisfrctory, bul the attention of the proper ~uthority hne been
dr~vmn to = certain donce hall in the Town where the facilities
ave insdequate for the number admitted and where distasteful

incidents hnve occurred in the vicinitye
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KEEPING OF PIGS AND POULTRY.
Preliminary consultation with the Health Depertment ~s to the site,
congtruction of styes etc. has done much to obviate nuisances which
would inevitebly arise when pige and poultry nre kept under unsuitn-ble
conditione. However there nre two metters which do give couse for
complaint. One is the keeplng of unprotected foodstuffs where it ls
accessible to rats thereby nttracting the vermin and the other is
2llowing waste to stand for an undue length of time, with its
nttendant evils i.e. flles, smells etc.
Ae o result of the war there has been o steady incrense in the number

of pig ~nd poultry keepsrs.












