[Report 1968] / Medical Officer of Health, Osgoldcross R.D.C.

Contributors

Osgoldcross (England). Rural District Council.

Publication/Creation
1968

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/je9zrmmb

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode







i ] - -3 I 3



















PART ONB
STATISTICS AND SOCTAL CONDITIONS

lirea of the District: 33,954 Acres.
Registrar General's estimate of Fopulation: 9,350
Number of inhabiicd houses at the end of 1968: 3,066
Rateable value at the end of 1968: £,18,597.
Product of Perny Rate (at 31st December, 1968) £1,772.

These figures show & population increase of 10.

VITAL STATISTICS.
(The figures in brackets are the corresponding ones for 1967)
EIRTHS.
Livae Births Malae Female y To
Legitimate: 51 (73) 51 (e2 108 135
Illegitimate: 6 ( 6) 2 (6 B 12
83 (79) 53 (e8) 116 (147)

— eee—— e e e—

Crudc birth rate per 1,000 estimated population: 12,4 (15.8)
hdjusted birth rate per 1,000 estimated population: 12.8 (16.2)

5411l Births Male Female Total
Legitimate: 1 El} 2 (2) 3 {ig
Illegitimate: - = (-) - (=) - (-
1 S o PR S 3 (3)
Rate per 1,000 (live end still) births: 25.2 (20, ;
Rate per 1,000 estimated population: 0.32 (0.32
DEATHS. - . lale Female Total

All hge Groups 4O (51) 1 (32) 61 (83)

Infants Under One Year

e S S e

_ Male. Female Total
Legitimate: 1 (1) - {1; 1 [2%
Illegitimate: - (1) - (- - (1

8 = L) 1- (3)

METERNAL DEATHS: NIL (NIL)
Death Rates.
Crud:. rate per 1,000 population: 8.7 ( 8.9
hdjusted rate per 1,000 population: 11.1 (11.5
All infants par 1,000 live births: B.6 (20.4
Legitimate infents per 1,000 legitimate live births: 9.2 (14.8
Illegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births: Nil (83.9
Maternal Deaths. Nil (Nil)

The number of births decreased by 31 as compared with last year,
and the birth rate has fallen accordingly. Deaths have decreased by
2 during the same period.



The principal causes of death are set out in the following Table:-

TAELE I.

Cause of Death | F | Total
Malignant Neoplasm - Stomach ¥ lie= 3
Helignent Neoplasm — Lung, Bronchus | 2 2 L
Malignant Neoplasm - Breast - 3 3
Other Malignant Neoplasms, ete. 1 L 5
Chronic Rheumatic Heart Disease - 1 11
Hypertensive Diseass - 1 1
Ischaemic Heart Disease 13 11 2L
Other Forms of Heart Diseasa L 2 6
Cerebro vascular Disease g g 1'%
Other Diseases of Circulatory System] 1 1 2
Prneumonic ] 1 L
Bronchitis and Emphy=ema 2 - =
Asthma - 1 L
Congenital Ancmalies 1 1L
Birth Injury, Difficult labour, etoc.] 1 - 1
Motor Vehicla Accidants = 2 5
A1l Other Accidents - 2 2
All Other External Causes 1 - 1

Totals: - e} L1 "l

- 2-4-
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COMPARIS QI

OF OSGOLDCROSS VITAL STLTISTICS WITH OTHER WEST RIDING RURAL

and still births)

DISTRICTE, THE ¥EST RIDING ADMINTSTRATIVE GOUNTY AND ENGLAND AND WALES.
TABLE IT
Oagold- Lggregate Wast England
cross West Riding | Riding | and Wales
Rural Rural Admin, | (Provisional
| District | Districts County. figures)
IBIRTH RATE (per 1,000
estimated populatien) i
Crude Rate: 12.4 17.7 17.6 16.9
Adjusted Rate: | 12.8 17.2 17.8 £
[§
| DEATH RATE (per 1,000 i
estimated population) |
A1l Ceuses. Crude Rate: Bei o9 | 11.6 11,9
Adjusted Rate: 11,1 11.9 | 12.6 x
Tuberculosis - Rﬂapirﬁtcr}' - 0.04 0.03 0,03
Tuberculesis - Other .E 0.01 0.01- 0.01
| =
Tuberculosis = A1l Forms | = 0.0l 0.5 0,0,
Cancer of Lung and Bronchus 0.43 0.45 | 0.48 0.59
i
Cancer - All Forms 1.61 E 1.88 2,15 2.32
15
Voscular Lezions of the
Nervous System. 1.50 1okb | 1.76 x
Heart end Circulatory Diseases | T.EL 3.60 (1 S
Respiratory Disesses ! Q.75 1.46 1.66 #
Maternal Mortality (per - -
1,000 live and still births) AL 1253 0,24
Porinatel Mortality 33.6 25.0 25.0 2L 7
Neonatal Mortality B.6 9.9 uleia s 12,4
Infant Mortality 8.6 15.5 18.5 18.3
Sti11 Births (per 1,000 live 25,2 1.2 1.3 Lha3

u Figures not available,



PREVELANCE OF AND - CONTROL OVER

PART

TWO

TNFECTIVE AND OTHER DISEASES

The folloying Table gives details of the incidence of

notifisble diseases (other than Tuberculosia).

Tetanus was continued during the year.

91-chi..ldmn under the age of 5 years received a full course

of primory immunisation against Diphtheria snd Tetanua.

60 children

under 5 received a reinforcing injection against Diphtheria and

Tetanus,

The percentage of school children who have been immunised

against Diphtheric is 71.07%nd egainst Tetanus 71.04%.

The percentage of school children in Osgoldeross protected
against Poliomyelitis is €5.99%

TAELE TTI
Disease ;j;{ gﬁnli Ir g:;‘l:‘ | g::f Deaths T:f::il' ¢f |
| edmitted to
I ' hospital
Measles o ,i 27 6 1 - :
Scarlet Faver - - I - -
-‘I'fhc;uping. 'En'ugh - = 1 - =
Dysentary - - 1 1 =
Totals 2 27 | =] 2 =
- Diphther
No ecase of Diphtherin cccurred during the year,
Lmmunisation
The annual immunisation programme ageinst Diphtheria and



TUEERCULOSTS

The following Teble summerises particulars .contained in the Register
of Tuberculous persons,

TAELE IV

]
Number of Cases in | Respiratory | Hon-Respiratory
|

| Register I i — i:tﬁminr
' | M F M F €

At commencement of 1968 19 20 L 5 LB

Notified for the first 2 o 2 i 1

time during 1968 ! =

1

Inward Transfers 2 - - I - 2

Removed from Register = g L | i i 1
|.Casas remaining on Register r

at the end of 1968 21 | 21 3 5 50

: There was one new case notified during the year. There were no
deaths from Tuberculesis.

e

The reasons for removal of ceses from the Register are given in the
following Table:=

LhBLE V
| T
! i r -
Entries relating to: Heapirdory | Non-Bo APk Total in
M| P M P Hegiant
Parsons who have died - - — = - -
Persons certified by the
medical practitioner in = 2 l - ” -
attendance to hava ! i
recoverad. i !
f
Persons who have ceased to | f
reside permonently in the - = | 1 = 1
District ! '
! |
Totals: - | - =t 1 - 1

Nationel Assistance Act

Section L7

It wos not found necessary to deal with any patients under the above
act,
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ENTRODUCTION,

In this seaction is given a briefl account of the services provided
by the West Riding County Council as a whole, under Part IIT of the
iiationol Health Service Act.

VITAL STATISTICS.

Births.

The number of live births registered in the divisional area during
1968 was 1299 & decrease of 100 compared with the previous year.

The CRUIE BIRTH RATE 18.0 per thousand of the estimated population
compared with 20.2 in the previous yeor. It was higher than the West
Riding Administrative County rate of 17,6 and the England and Wales
birth rate of 16.9

Deaths.
The deaths assigned to the divisional area after correction for
transfers were €55 an increase of 11 compared with 1967.

The CRUDE DEATH RATE from all causes was 9.2 per 1,000 of the
estimated population. The West Riding Administrative area was 11.6 and
England and Wales, 11,9

Infant Mortelity.

In 1968 the deaths of infants under one year of age numbered 13,
a decrease of 18 compared with 1967. The Infant Mortality was 10.2 as
against 22.2 in the previcus year,
Maternal Mortality.

There wers no maternal deaths in the divisionsl area during the year,

MITWIFERY AND MATERNTITY SERVICES.
Domiciliary Midwifery.

0f the 1274 notified 1ive births, 375 were delivered by domiciliary
midwives, the privets doctors being present in 21 of these cases.

Notifications,

Tha following notifications wers received from midwives practising
in the division:-

Death of mother -
Death of child
S3till Births 1

e

Medical Assistance.
Medical Aid notices sent in by Nidwives during 1968 numbered 11,
all of these being domiciliary.
Analpesia,

A1l the domoeiliary midwives held the certificate in gas and air
analgesia administration and were equipped with & Trilene aAnalgesia Machine.

Pothidine only was given in T4 cases. Trilene was administered in
37 cases and with Pethidine in 132 cases,

(a)



Ante-natal Clinics.

There were two inte-nstal Clinics in the Division which were held
at Pontefract and Knottingley. The ante-natal session at Knottingley was
diseontinued from the lst July, 1968, During the year 137 patients attended.
The total number of attendances was 539, 26 patients were examined post-
natally during the year,

Helaxption Classes.

Relaxation classes for expectant mothers are held at Pontefract and
Featherstone c¢linics.

These have continued to be fairly well attended and the number of
attendances at these clinics during the yoear was 501,

Institutional Midwifery,

Pationts from this division ere admitted to either the Castleford
Maternity Home or to the Southmoor Meternity Unit, Hemsworth,

During the year accommodetion was provided for all applicants having
their first baby, and for all those with home conditions unsuitable for a
domiciliary confinemsnt. Of the remaining applicents a high proportion
were allotted beds.

Cerviecal Cytology.

A elinic is held each week at the Centrsl Clinic, Trinity Streat,
Pentefract. Facilities for this examination are now available to all
married women,

During 1968 39 sessions were held and 532 women examined.
CHILD WELFAHEE.

There are County owned eclinies at Pontefract, Yeatherstone and
Knottingley. A mobile caravan type clinic visits the Parishes of Whitley
Bridge, Womersley, Eggborough, Brotherton, Kellington, Heck, Hensall, Monk
Fryston and Fairburn in the Osgoldercss Rural District, at fortnightly
intervals.

The new Health Centre at Hazel Road, Knottingley was cpened in July,1968
and the Chapel Strest clinic premises were closed.

During 1968 2752 children attended at clinics and they made 1BL29
attendances. '

The following proprietory preparations were available at cost prices
to all women attending at the Clinica:=

Ostermilk No. 2 Farax.

Trufood, humenised, Robinson's Groats,

Cow and Gate, full cream. Robinson's Triple Pack.
Minadex. Robrax.

Trufeod Cersal. Hobsoup.

Adexnlin. Hose Hip Syrup.
Scotts Twin Pack. -

The annual turncver of baby food, etc., is approximately £6,000.
Tha following were distributed free of charge:-—
Ascorbic heid. Ferrous Rumerate Tablets.
Forsamel Syrup. Lactation Tablets.

I wish to express oy thanks to the ladies of the Veoluntary Committess
st the eclinics for all the work they have done during the year.

(e)







Orthopaedie Clinics.

¥r. R.W.L. Calderwood, Orthopasdic Surgeon, holds a monthly clinic
at the Central Clinic, Pontefract, and during the year 9 sessions were
held, 67 children were sesn at these clinics and the total number of
attendances made was 75.

Child Guidance Treatment.

A Child Guidance Clinic iz held -weel-:'.l.]r at the Central Clinic,Pontefract.

Children from surrounding divisional areass attended here in addition o
our ovm. Dr. K. Maxwell held consultant sessions,

Mr, P, Atkinson, Psychologist and Mrs., FP.Y.Harris, Psychiatriec Social
Worker, continued to do much good work at the clinde,

Speech Therapy.

Krs. N. Hepworth, Speech Therapist, held clinics on two half-days
sach week ot Pontefract Central Clinic, In addition she has one session
each week at the Canstle Doy E.S.N. School oand at the Knottingley Glindg,
During the year 1Bl sueszionz were held and 104 children were treated.

Hendicapped Pupils,

The regular medical examination of handicapped children continued
during the year and where necessary, recommendations were made for place-—
ment in spocial schools.

ledical Examinetion of Toachers
and Entrants to Training Colleges,

It is the duty of the School Medieal O0fficer to examine candidatas
applying for entry to Training Colleges for the purpose of satisfying the
College authorities of their fitmess to follow.a course of teacher
training. During the year 85 candidates were examined and where necessary

X-Ray exominations arranged.

In the case of entrants to tho teaching profession 17 examinations
ware mode.

B.C.G, Vaccination against Tuberculcsis,

Vaccination against Tuberculosis is offered for the first time to all
children in the year of their 13th birthday, With the consent of the
parents, a test is performed to see if the child has already encountersd
the germ of Tuberculosis, If it hes done se, no further action is taken
as it is assumed that the child is acquiring a naturel immunity. If,
however, the test indicates that the child has not encountered tubercle
bacillus, then vaccinftion is earried out.

The age of 13 years has been chosen because at this age. the matural
resistanee to the disense temds te drop and it is hoped to confar ®
protection during the years of inersased risk,

In addition, vaccination is offered zach year to those pupils over
the age of 13 years, who have previocusly been sbsent or whose parents
have not consented, Bach child has, thereflors, a continuing opportunity
to bea v.rm:n:inut.arl balore lamring achool, e

8 ""ﬂ%&ﬂ%ﬁ“t BonsOft PEARRakiVe s vea, MARERN™ NEROWR.. KEDIRWY..

839 482 415 317 38
HNot B.C.G.
ascertained. Vaccination,
= 356
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SANTTARY ACCOMMODATION, contimued
TABLE SHOWING TOTAL SAWTT/RY ACCOM©ODATION FOR ATT, PREMISES.

Number of privies with middens or ashpits ,..... 41
HNumber of Pﬂil or tub closets L R 529
HNumber of waste water closets T I s

Number of pedestal water closets  .....essssssss 3056
3426
Percentage on water carriage system 89+:2%

LALTFRATICONS AND ADDITTONS MATE DIRING THE YREAR

Nuiber of provies reconatructed ns W.C.'s ..usss 12
Kumber of privies reconstructed as pails ...esss 8
Nunber of pails reconstructed as W.C's ..cesssas LT
Number of ¥.C's constructed for now houses ..... 130

TAELE SHOTING DECLINE IN NUMBER OF PREMISES
HAVING NON-WATER BORKE SANTTATTON

ﬂ _:L._,f e, > : " rl_.l.
1959 1960 1961

1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968

SEWERAGE /ND SEVACE DISPOSAL

Good progress has been made in the construction of the jeint
Sewage Vorks at Byram for the parishes of Byram, Brotherton and
Fairburn and for Pontefract Borough and Knottingley Urben Distrdiet
Council,

The revisicn and improvement of the sewerage system for the
three parishes, including the laying of new sewers to serve prop
not previously comnected to the old works and the erection of new
punping stations and pressure mains is well on the way to completion.

The pressure nain from Purton Salmon to the Hillam werks wes
completed durding the yesr., The whele scheme was finally approved
and contract sipned for the remainder of this scheme just befare
the yesr end.

In December, the Minister held his inquiry into the Heck,
Hensall and Kellington joint scheme and the consequent extension
to the Eggborough works, If this scheme is approved in prineciple,
the only outstanding scheme which awaits approval is that for
Derrington and Wonersley and that completes the feasible main
drainage schemes for the whole of the Rural aresa,
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CONTROL OF DIRTY AND VERINOUS FREMISES

Fortunately, the scope of this section appli
1 pplics to only one or
twe houses and they are cccupied by preblen families.

Disinfestation was carricd out where necegaary and there has
been no re-vccurrence of infestation,

This type of problem family scems to persist and in spite of
all the efforts made ‘Py_tha coribined secticns of the welfare services
to ameliorate the pesition, any set solution docs not seem possible,

but I am sure that if a family service unit could be set up, more
progress would be made,

PACTORTES

All statistics in respect of Pactory inspections are to be
found at the end of the roport,

OFFICES, SHOPS AND RATLIAY PREMISES ACT, 1963

The muber of premises in the Rural District where the Council
ere responsible for enforcement is the same as last year and as far
as one is able to ascertain, there is 100% registration.

#s to be expected in such a rural arca, most of the premises
are very small and routine inspections reveal only miner infringe-
ments arising out of the difficulty of the small businessman being
unable to keep up with the mumerous enactments or regulations
affecting his premises,

FESTOLOGY

Ants and wasps seem to give rise to most trouble, but in one
location there is a persistent infestation of coclkroaches.

Each refuse tip was given a general treatment against crawling
and flying insects at the beginning of the sumer scason. The new
tip at Byram which seems prone to fly infection is given regular
treatments.

One of the difficulties of this problem is that every load of
refuse brings with it thousands of eggs and larvae which have been
laid or developed in the individual dust bins. Subsequently, the
adult fly emerges on the tip and it is essential to desl separately
. with each load as it is being discharpged from the refuse wehicle.,
T11-fitting or carelessly placed bin lids are an open invitation
for flies to breed, especially if the bin contains umerapped
putrescible matter and preventative measures at this source would
considerably help the situation.

79 disinfestations were carried out at various premises for
the following insects:

Anchium Punctatun  ..... (H0O0AWOIM)  secessssss 1
B‘lﬂtt& ﬂ.’l:'ii‘-ﬂtﬂlis 'R ﬂmkrﬁﬂﬂhﬁﬂ CE 2
Elattella Germandea sl Stenm Flies e 12
Gryllulus Domesticus ... (Crickets) s.ecesvess 1
Lasius Higﬂl" sssammsnaw Eiﬁntﬁ} TR 37
Vespa Vulgexris IR Tf&ﬂpﬂ) ssssssnnanaes 2L

The rather unusual complaint of bats living in the roof space

of & coundil house arose again this ycar, after some roof tiles
were removed, the roof re-sealed and o naphthelene compound spread

in the roof arca, no further complaints were reccived.
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RODENT CONTROL, continued

Jnother troublescme scuree is the infestation at lay-bycs an
moin roads ii open country by travellers who carelessly leave scraps
of food arcund and give little thought to the possibility of a
golony of rats building wp. Often a lorge infestation is coomenced
in this way and the muisance is likely to spreoad to the adjacent
hodgerows and crops before notification and remedinl meoasures
begin to take effect.

The treatment:of sewers has been successfully carried out by
the use of fluorscetamide which not only saves an appreciable
amount of time but is wvery effective and the use of alphachlorcse -
has been very successful egainst infestations by mice.

Treatments on refuse tips are always hindered by the constant
disturbance of the tip face and the withdrawal of jintu leaves only
zgine phosphide and arsensous oxide as the acute poisons available
but fortunately there is no evidence in this arca of resistance to

anti-coagulants,

The Council continue to be represented on the new 'est Riding
Cormittee for Pest Contrel. This Cormittee mects under the
auspices of the idnistry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and
glves puidance to loeal authorities throughout the Riding not only
on the eradication of rodents but alsc on insects and other pests.

ATUOSEHERIC FPOLLUTION

There are very few industrial plants in the Hural District and
fortunately as those are modern and well equipped there hawve not
been any difficulties from these sources.,

The figures for the Council's owm survey in the Kellingloy area
are sct out below:

TAELE SHOWING MONTHLY FIGURES OBLAINED FROM
IELD PEROXIDE INSTRUMENTS RELATTHNG TC
SULFHUR CONTENT OF ATIOSFHERE

P —

. STATION 2 -' STATION 3 |  STATION 4

. MONTH | Glebe- : Spring ! Kellington
A DRI e e
January i - ; - ] - i
February o s | 2.9 f st
March il 1.7 l. T3]
hpril L g g i 0.8 ~ 0.9 |
| May - 0.6 i 0.7 ! -
June el i 0.7 | 0.5
July E ok 0.5 . oAV
fugust PO b Oule o
' September B - 0.7 . 0.5

| October 0.7 I 0.9 I} 0.7 :
'November . 0.5 0.8 ' 0.6 ,

0.9

s M

i December o 1.0
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ATHOSPHERTIC POLLUTION, continued

fdthough there are only small collections of domestic premises
in the rural ares; the low level pollution arising from the burning
of bituminous ceal is gquite concentrated loeally and on still or
fogry doys with temperature inversion teling place, such pollution
is not only noticeablc but troublesome to some people.

Ariging from this and fram the fact that the Council decided
to instal room heaters cn their new housing development at Eggborough -
the first smoke control area in the rural area wes created as it became a
conditien of tenancy that enly smokeless fuel was to be used,

The effect of this can clearly be seen on still days when one
compares the atmosphere on this section of the Eggborough development
with thet of the area which was completed twenty years ago.

One hopes this pattern will be followed in all future housing
development by the Council.

Complaints of fall-cut in the form of pgrit and dust from the
Ferrybridge "A" Generating Station have ceased since the soveral low
level chimney stacks were replaced by a single tall stack, Howaver
one or two remarks have becn passed on the amount of "dust" deposited -
in those aress a few miles down wind from the new Epgborough and
Ferrybridge Generating Stations. It is early days yet and teething
troubles can be expected but cne hopes the situsntion will improve
as the stations go fully cperational.

The department was consulted on two occasions in relation to
chirmey heipghts and in one instance the recomendations for an
increase in the propesed height and a modificaticon in the construct-
ion of an important chimnhey were acceptod,

The Central Electricity Generating Board have kindly given
permission for the results of their extended swrvey into atmospheric
pollution relative to their Cenerating Stations and those sites
gituated in the Hural District, to be included in this report.

Tt iz too early at the moment for any firm conclusiona to ba
made from these fimures but it is intercsting to note that there
hgs been a slipht increase in the roeordings of sulphur gases
except at the sites nearest to the Ferrybridge "A" Station where
there has been a reduction in the amount recorded. This may be due
to the commissioning of the Ferrybridge "C" Power Station but no doubt
the new tall chimmey at Perrybridge "/" Power Station acoounts for
the local reduction.









HOUSTNG GENELRLL

In keeping with last year's figures when the Council
recormenced building after a slight pause, 71 dwellings were
completed during the year, all at Egrborough.

Twenty of these houses wore carmarked feor industrisl workers

brought in for employment at the Eggborough Power Station, the
remainder were for general needs and slum clearance,

There is still a paremount nced to tuild smaller accommodation
suitable for rchousing the elderly and one hopes that when such
units are provided they will be sufficiently attractive to encourage
many of the elderly tenants under-cccupying existing Council owned
accommodation to move into them. This in twn would relsase the
larger Council houses for rehousing familics,

Many hours have been spent in debating the merits or demerits
of an sheltered home scheme as copposed to separate bungalows and when
the gquestion of cost ruled cut a scheme containing both types of
accommodation, the sheltered home type of accommodation was diacarded,

Despite the grave misgivings of some, the werden supervised
accomnodation continues to be incressingly popular, especially where
the speech-call intercommunication system is aveileable and this seems
the only sensible way of providing for the elderly and an extension
of this system is anticipated in the near future.

The popularity of this accommodation is in no small measure
due to the devoted work of the wardens and the Council have been
fortunete in cbtaining the services of wardens who have a real
vocation for this work and unreservedly rdve up much of their
leisure time to carry out dutics far in excess of those specified.

Since the original warden cn the Kellington scheme left the
district, difficultics have arisen in cbtaining a suitable person
to carry on, but at last a new warden was appointed just before
the year end and all concerncd hope the metter will remain resclved
for a long periocd.

The first of the four proposed schemes to implement this nced
has been proposed for Eggborough and advanced plans are in the course
of preparaticn.

L8 the Council's slum clesrance programme is just about
completed, apart from one or two isoclated promiscs scattered
throughout several parishes, what of the future?

The scheme at Burton Salmon is in an advanced state of
preparation and when the accormedation for the elderly is completed
it is expected that enough of the three bedrocmed type of accom-
modation will be released to take care of those who required to
he rehoused froo unfit houses, together with the wrgent cases
still remaining on the general list.

OVERCROTDING

! tion and

it present there are no houses in multiple ccoupa
overcromding is not a very scrious problen in the Rural District.
Favoursble consideration is given to overcrowding cases when
suitable Council owned accommodation becomes available.









CLE/RANCE CF UNFIT HOUSES

With the favourable report of the mineranlogist on the question

of subsidence on the proposed site for houses at Burton Salmon,n rew sdeme

previocusly mentioned, was spproved instead of the one originally
intended for the replscement of the wnfit houses in that ares,

4is to be expected when the house building programme came to
a temporary helt two years ago, slum clearance activity wms also
reduced and only thirteen houses were represented as unfit and
eight houses actually denmolished during the year. The bulk of
the unfit houses in the arca have boen dealt with and apart from
one or twe isclated promises which still remsdin, whon the building

programme gets on the way appin, it will enable further demolitions
to procecd.

There are alsc a few properties which were not unfit ten years
ago but which have deteriorated by now through lack of repair.

REPATR OF IRFIT HOUSES

M though scme houses have been repaired and modernised with
the aid of improvement prants, one of the difficultics in getting
this work carried cut is the lack of the cld type of jobbing
builder. Most builders like to concentrate on new work todoy
and are only interested in repairs when they are commlementary
to alterations or irprovements.

NEW HCUSES

In this field, the brighter picture presented last year has
been maintained, The remaiming 71 houses at Eggborough were
conpleted, 50 of these being for goneral ngeds,

These houses at Eggborough are of a better type than previously
erected and comply with the present day requirements of the Parker
Morris standsrd. However, whether open planning of the fronts of
these houses ecan be made to work satisfactorily on this catate
remains to be seen.

THFROVELENT CT* EXISTING HOUSES

4z the Council have been cperating the inprovement grant legis-
lntion since its inception nearly twenty years ago, many houses have
been repaired and modernised with the aid of such grants and now
with the neer campleticn of a lerge slun clearance programe
relative to the size of the district, the mumber of properties
suitable for such improvement ls somewhnt linmited.

The sctusl mumber of houses irproved with the eid of & pgrant
iz twenty-two.

The Council have set a pood example by continuing their
policy of improving its older council houses and apart from two
amnll rows of cottages recently purchased from British Railways
all houses in its owmership which required such action, howe
been medernised.

Vevertheless the improvement of all suitable houses is wvital
to glow down the rate of decay and replacement in order to
g decreasc in the Country's stock of habitable dwellings and should
be an essential festure of any housing progrorme.,
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