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lediocal Officer's Section,
Health Department,
Baghill Houaﬂ;
Walkergate,
Pontefract.

To the Chairman and Members of the Council.
Lady and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present for your information
and congideration a Report on the Health and Health Services
of Osgoldoross during the year 1953.

The Annual Report of the Chief Sanitary Inspector
dealing with the Sanitary Circumstancas of the Rural Distrioct,
p Housing and the Inspection and Supervision of Foed Supnlies,
is complementary %o this Report.

For your information certain details of the
personal health services administersd by the County Council

gra included.

I am,

Your Obedient Servant,

oy 3 TV el
How s -
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i,

f.ll 2 -
Medipal Officer of Health.
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PART ONE
STATTSTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS.

Area of the District: 33,954 acres.
Registrar-General's estimate of population: T, 750 .
Number of inhabited houses at the end of 1953: 2,428
Hateable value at end of 1953: £32,207
Product of & penny rate(at 3lst December,1953) £124/6/6
These figures show a population increase of 34.

VITAL STATISTICS.

(The f"ié't-:ras-:-in'ﬁracketa are the corresponding ones for 1952)
BIRTHS.

Live Births. Male.  Femele. Total.
Legitimate 65 Eéé 5&{54; 125 E:leg
Illegitimate ) ! 1 K 2 1

Total 66 (62) 61 (57) 127 (119)

Birth rate per 1,000 eatimated population; 16.4 (15.4)

Still Births, lale.  Female. Total.
e T e
b el b
# populaticn: «39 (.52
DEATHS. lMale Female Iotal.
A1l age groups 52 (37) 24 (42) 76 (79)
Infants wrder 1 yr. lale Female Total.
T BT TR T
laternal Deaths. NIL (NIL)
Death R_étésa "
o o g o et 38 (3
R R Do pe e Diihe 20400 (2T.86)

T1lesitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate
* y F Y ive births NIL (142.86)

Maternal Deaths NIL {(NIL)

The number of births has risen by 8 as compared with
last year, and the birth rate has also risen slightly.
Deaths have decreased by three during the same period.
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The principal causes of death are set out in the
following Table.
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| Cause of Death iTa ' llale, |PFemale., | Total. 5

Malignant Neoplasm Lung, Bronchus

lialignant lfeoplasm Uterus

Other Ilaligmant and Lymphatic
feoplasms

1w

Diabetes
Hyperplasia of Prostate
Vascular Desions of Nervous System
Coronary Disease, Angina
Hypertension with Heart Disease
Other Heart Discascs
Other Circulatory Diseases
Leukaemia, Aleukaemia
Influenza
l Pneumonia

Bronchitis
Hephritis and Nephrosis
Other defined and ill-defined

diseasges

lotor Vehicle Accidents
All other accldents
suicide
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There were three infant deaths during the year,
all of which occurred in hospital., One was due to
Broncho Pneumonia, one to Epilepsy and the third to
Lateral Sinua Thrombosiz.

Comparison of 1953 statistics with those of 1352,
1951, 1950 and 1949.

1953, 1952, 1951, 1950, 1949,

Live Births _1zg 119 113 121 134

Population 775 7724 TT40 7580 7560

Death Rate 9,8 10,2 10,07 11.08 11.2

Infant Death Rate 3.6 25,2 44,25 B8.26 | 44.TT
il e TWO0,

PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS.! AND
' OTHER _DISEASES, S s

The following Table shows the prevalence of infectious
digeases throughout the year (other than Tuberculosis).

EABLE IT,

Dissase. | o’ |32/ 223’5523"f5t31 Degttin i vhed o
hoapital

ﬁﬁn&ﬁiﬁg Cough 3 T T i e s Y
Scarlet Fever 3 = 1 5 g < 7
leasles AT |18 1 02 94 a2 ! .
Pneumonia a 9 q: i 2 o =
Food Poisoning - = 1 e 1 5 4
Erysipalaa i = 1 = 1 o 8
TR 5 R o T T

———— - = - e —
a & a . row o= = - - LR =

No case of diphtheria was notlfied durjng the year.
During 1953, 29 children under the age of five years, and 117
between the ages of 5 and 15, received their primary immmisation
against diphtheria.



! Usgold- |Aggregate|weat |
! | cross Weat Rid- i Riding
' Rural dngz Rural |Admin.
Distriot|Diastricts| County
| BIRTH RATE f d (i e s
| {(per 1,000 estimated i 16.4 16.6 15.7
population ). ]
|
DEATH RATE 3 .
(per 1,000 estinated 9.8 9.3 11.6
| population)
i A11 Causes
Iﬁféafive'anﬁ-Eara. Bia;
exclu. Tub. but incl. - 0.07 0.08
Syph. and other V.D. i
L
Eﬁherculééiﬂ :
Respiratory b= 0.13 0.16
|
Tuﬁéfﬂﬁlﬂﬂis 4
Tuberculosis
411 Forms - 0015 D.l&
‘Cancer i 2;45 i;éf 1.88
Vascular Lesions of R
the nervous system 1.03 1.24 1.76
Heart and Circulatory 2,19 327 4.26
gﬂeéﬁiratdry Diseases l.42 1.06 1.30
- -
| laternal dﬂrtality
(per 1,000 live and - 0.81 0.51
gtill blrths}
Infant Lortality 23.6 33.3 29,3
Still Births |
{per 1,000 live and 23.1 | 23.8 24.T
atill hlrnhs}

#* fipires not available.




LUPERCUIOSLS.,
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e rnllnwing Table summarises partiaularu contained
in the Registror of tuberculous persons.

a8 LE . Iil;

-

.Fu;ﬁggiggzgs -n .:?#?E?lriTuggr.'Hﬁnﬁ?aﬁpir%;?ry : Tctai;

0 pomsnoanedd | 6 | M| 6 | 4 |4
of 1953

Notified during 1953 1 2 - 1 4

Removed during 1953 - - 3 - 3

At the end of 1953 17 17 3 5 42

by

 Mere ﬁeré three removels from the Bééiéfar. 2 patiiﬁtﬁ
rocovered and one died.
FART THREE,

MATERNITY AND CHILD w

............

Child We ﬁhlfare Clinica.

E

42 Infant Welfare Clinie :{Erat&s on a fortnightly
basis at th2 Methodist Chapel, Be and the people, both of
Beal and from the surrounding area ha?e readily auoented the
cacilities offered,

During the year 67 individual children passed through
the clinic. The total number of attendances wes 436, and 267
cageés were seen by the mediecal officer.

Maternity Service.

o —

Gaﬂ and &ir Analgesia was freely used for confinements
and waa greatly appreciated by the patients.

The following analysis of births cccurring during 1953,
adjusted by transferred notifications, indicates how the various
mefernity services and institutions were used,

1. Ho. of bhirths accurrins_;n the district during 1953.

Domiciliary cases. L.B. S.B.  Total,
....... : e e et e
2. Qutwerd Transfers. 1 - 1
3. Inward Transfers. 45 ey 50

ooy s g b e o it 124"



Inward Iranafers.

Talton Hell Maternity Home
Hazlewood Maternity Home
Leeds Maternity Hospital

llanygetes Maternity Hospital
Fairfield Nursing Home, Doncaster
Southmoor Matermity Unit, Hemsworth
Caatleford Haternity Hume
Wekefield. General Hospital .
Stepping Hill Hospital, Stockport

‘Hﬂmwmmmmﬁ-

3.’:

Care of the Prﬂmﬁme Infg.n'l:.

Elx prEmature infanta were notified during the
year. In each case a special investigation was made and help
glven as regquired. Close liaisnn exists between Hospitals and
Avthordi ulEE.

PART FOU fs

SCHOOL MEDICAL SERVICES.

Routine school medical inayectians were carried out
the Csgoldeross Schools during the year. Cases requiring
consultation with a specialist, that is to say, orthopaedic
¢car, nos: and throat cases, and eye cases; were referred to
the appropriate clinic in Pontefract and dealt with there.

PART? FITVE,

HOME NURSING.

The demand fur.thé services of the home nurses has
been maintained during the year. In the divisional area
15,218 visite have been made to patienta.

EAR L B I.I.
CAHE AHD _AFTER CARE

Juch good work has been ‘done undar 1his heading during
the year. A Health Vigitor for Pontefract has continued to {
visit the Pontefract General Infirmary daily and has maintained
close co—operation with her colleagues in the Rural District.

Home Helvs.

The demand for thia serviece has steadily increased
and even with the increoased establishment of Home Helps now
permitted, it is proving difficult to cope with the demand.

PART SEVEN.

| mgx. HEALTH.

Yental Health is a responsibility of a Sub-Committee
of the County Council., Work under the Lunacy and Mental
Lreatuont Acta, 1890 and 1930, has besn undoertaken by a Duly
Agthorised Officer living in Pontefract. He is Mr. R.S.H.
Battye, of 27, Grove Lea Crescent, Pontefract. IHis telephone
runmber is Pnn%efraet 8l3. We havﬂ ona Iliental Deficiency Social
Wiorker, lilss Simons, for work under the liental Deficlency Acta.










OSGOLDCROSS RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL.

S S S e

ANNUAL REPORT OF SANITAY INSFICTOR FOR THE YEAR 1953,

To the ¢ hairman and Members of the Council, I have the honour to submit my
‘Annusl Report for the year 1953,

KUIBANCES«

The number of primery inspsctions was - 394
The number of cases in which nuisancs fomd... ses  see 383

The number of nuisances outstanding at end of year 1952 11

Total numbar t0 be dealt with ..e  sed  oss  see  see 2994
Tho number abated in 1953 WAH ,ee  see  ses 240 ses 386
Outetanding at the end of the year .ue  wss  sev  ees B

Ono case only was dealt with by Statutory Notice this being partly complied

gith by the end of the years ALl other cases were declt with by infomal notice
or armgummt

-lu usual defects in houses accounted for ths bulk of the nuisances, the number
being 562+

s thara has been less grit and sulphur from our noighbouring electricity
gonerating station thoy have by no stretch of inmcgination been eliminated emd
pomplaint respscting this emission continues to be mde, though every effort
ippears to be made at local level to deal with it. The construction of the new
gtation, which has been commenced, is viewed locally with aposrehension, but it may

that a more up to date installation will be moro effective and, let us hope,
lead to a solution of the present problem.

45 to our chemical neighbours, tho nower plant, of an acid maturs, appears to
ave got over its "teething" troubles snd is liksly to bs lass troubloscme in

utum. The older "elkaline" plant has not yot allayed our fears, but work in
Shard offers some hope of mitigation.

HOUSING «
An incresse in the number of new houses comploted by tho Council and housas
1t under private enterprise hawve improved the housing situations Some of the

worst of the existing housss have bsen democlished and others vacated with demolition
- ponding.

. A few substondard housos, not in the "unfit" catogory have boon substrntislly
dimproved and othors repaired in a losser degreos There is much scope for work in
3 h:I.a catogory of houses which in recent years hazs had a tendency to discouragemsnt
the Govermmont and trade in favour of the building of new housscs.

i
[
! - Now thet good progress has besn made in the construetion of now houses, thare
Brpoars to bo moro labour and material available for the work, the Minister of

and Local Govermmant has given the signal to again ctteck "slun cloarance”
and 1t should bo possible to make progress in this dirsction.

Thero remains ths question, howsver, of what is to be rogarded s an "unfif"
houss and new proposals as to ropairs to houses. Until those are finclly
WBettlod, sdninistrotive doubte and difficultiecs aro likely to heuper the works

otion under the Housing Acts & Repulations.

There were 209 houses inspected, of which 195 wers recorded under Housing
lBrulations.

The number claseed as unfit was 34, and not in ell respects reasombly f£it 53.

Hine of the housos wers formally representodas being unfit and demolition
‘Orders were made in respect of 27 houses (sona of which hed been represanted as
| meit prior to 1953).

1
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Aport from the lov prossurc troubls montioned, suppliss have beon adequatss
Occasional somples from tho Dorrington supply subnitiod for bacterioclogical
pxcmination hove showm doubtful results end it has boon doeidedt o inetall

chlorinating apparatus. Othorwiss gquality has boen satisfactory in tho public
supplics.

; About 94+4% of ths houscs mro now supplied from public mains, Wells with
*hond pumps sunply some 3.11% of tho houses, thoe romoindar of the housos lve tap
guppliocs from private sourcos.

Of threo semplos submitted for chemical analysis, one each froz a public
supply and one from a private woll worce satisfactory, and the other one, from a
privato well, was doubtful.

For bactoriclegical cxmmination, 28 ssmplos wore submitted. 19 from public
supplics covering the wholo District, and 2 from privato wells, were satisfactory.
2 from Darringion end 2 from private wells wors doubtfuls Unsatisfactory
_pamples woro roported in 3 cases, in ono of which (& public supply) a ropoat
scmpls was satisfactory.

SEUERAGE.
&% Fairburm o sowor was oxtondod to sorve the mw Council housing o stats on
tho North Road.

- Sewors and a small disposal works were constructed to serve the mew Hillam-
Monk Fryston housing ostato.

Further dolay has cccurrod regarding the much nceded row works for Brothorton
in association with Foirbum end Byram=cum=Suttons The wishos and noods of the
Enottingley Urban District Council havo had t o be sonsidorsd in rogard to this
gchome buf at tho ond o the yoar thoir docision wos still owaiteds It i8 to bs
hoped that this mattor will be sottlod in the noar futurc es the dif ficultiocs
ontailed by dolay aro likely to ineroascs

I fool impollcd to mention agein thet a groct nood of the Digtriet is for
improvod soworage and sowago disposal foeilitiocs for somo of tho villagesz, to
enable and oncourags saniiory progrose, such ne reduction of the number of
cogspools and obviation of the fouling of dikes which is a source of much troubls.

SCAVENGTIG.

Tho romovel of domestic refuso thrmoughout tho District continues. Tha work
tonds to ineronse and some difficulty is oxpordionced in keeping & rogulor and
sufficiently froguont g orvico under prosont arrengomontss Dust bins ond pail
c¢losots ineroase in numbor ond must hovo reguler and frogquont attontion, which
has a tendancy to rob the older type privics mnd ashpits of ths attortion thoey
nood.

Somg difficulty wos oroated by firing of two refuse tips but this was
oventually overcomes Two othor tips wore storted and all aro now aveilable for use.

The improvemont of soworage facilifics wuld ciso holp this departmemt by
poking it possiblo to make mors convsrsions to watoer closets.

Eight privies md two pail closctas wore convertod to “mter closcts during
tha year, tho Council paying contributions in respoct of throo.

Now howsos accountod for 7O moro W.Ce, bringing the totcl to some 1327, a
percontago of 505,

Priviss number some 715, pail closcis 485 and dust bins 1458.

SALYAGE.
io had no salo for salvaged metorial in 1952 but kept tho stock which had

eccunulatod, adding to it only that which reguired no offorte During the year
undor roport we soldi=
6 tons 2 gqrs. of nixod poper and cardboard for - £38 7 8ds
and 3 cwta 1 qr« 2 1bs of mixed rogs for - 318 ‘bds
o continuod putting by what was casily set aside but prices obtaincblo did
not oppoor to justify any spocicl offort.



INFECTIOUS DISEABES.

With the exception of momsles it was o quioct year for infectious disensos.
Tho 9 cascs of Becarlot Fever worn a reduction of 21 on the previous year, and
wore widogpread os o time and locolitys

Threo of tho ceses were nursod at honoe. Torminel disinfection was cerrisd
out on beholf of the houscholdoers in 3 cases.

Ag'in no ecasps Of Diphthoria siero reportod.

Diginfoetion wes carried out at 2 housos on aceount of Tuboreulosisy one
gags removing to o frosh house, ths other thoe paticnt ontering sanatorium.

PREVENTION OFF DAMAGE BY PESTS.

A troined mon is omployed part time on the destruction of rats ond mice
tho remcindor of his tims boing spont in tho acavenging department. Efforts
havo boen mede to spend moro time on inspoction or investigation work but
exigencias of the scavenging service havoe deménded rather moro of his time than
was hoped. Bome nmorc time hovover wos managod for inspection work, including
ggricultural pretisese

[,

Tie numbor of premiscs inspeooted wore, Council properties 12, dwelling
houscs 5-2, agriewltural premisss 84, all others, incduding business premisea
51 Infostationswore found ot Council proportics 5, dwalling houses 86,
agriculturnl promigses 8, othor promiscs B.

The fizurcs for agricultural premiscs infostatior ond ireatment may sppoar
low but many farmers have contracts with tho County aAgricultural Executive
Committos for treatmont and at ths timo of inspection moat of tho promises

ADPeAron ¢lonre

Sewsrs in various placos wore tost baitod, on which the Ministry place mugh
importancos Only a scction of tho Brotherton sowors was found to bo infeosted
ent  this was fully troatods In viow of tho continued non-infestation tho
Ministry has exeused tho tost baiting of all but the Brothorton sewors for tho
yoar 1254,

The Ares fidvisory ond Plmmming Committee (Group No. 11) met two or three
timos and had useful talks 0tes The initial purpose of the Committee having
beon fulfilled, thore doos not scom tho samo neod to meet as oftens

MEAT AND QTHER FOODS.

S8laughtoring of pnimals for food continuod at Govermment controllsd promisos
of which thero woro none in this Districts Tho indications are that this will
all soon Bo changed, tho control ramoved from tho sale of menty and meat
animals and slaushtering faecilities will have to bo reviewod.

Meat rocoived into our Distriet has boon sound and I had no occasion to
goizo ony. Butchsra shops havo boon satisfactorily meintained.

Viaifs woro peid to grocors shops, friod fizh shops ond hotels, condifions
ln genoral boing found ronsonchbly goods

Tho only unfit food I oncountornd was at hotols, where I wos nsked to
oxamine suspocted cmned goodss Hero I found 5 cons of fruit (weight 20 lbs)
and 4 cans of moat (woight about 36 lbs) unfit for consumption. By mutual
agrecment thoy werc destroyeds

There are 9 promisos reogistercd in roampoct of ico creams Ono a producer-
rotailer the remainder rotailorss Tho producer has a moderm plamt and this and
his promisca have boon nmaintained in o satisfactory condition. The othor
rotailors soll onlyuwwiapped ico croam as deliverod by the wholosalo manufacture
and havo suiteblo rofrigarators on tho promisos for storage of tho ico croams
Tho 20 inapoetions mado rovoaled no causc for complaint. Nine samplos were
submittod for bnetorielogical inspoction. One was wizptiafactory, grade 4, but
& ropoat sample wns groade 1, satisfactorys Thoe others wore 7 grode 1, and 1
grado A; satisfactory.
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