[Report 1955] / Medical Officer of Health, Oldham County Borough.

Contributors
Oldham (England). County Borough Council. nb2004302054

Publication/Creation
1955

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/fg4ue96n

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode

COUNTY BOROUGH OF OLDHAM

ANNUAL REPORT.

OF THE

'MEDICAL OFFICER OF
HEALTH

1955



Digitized by the Internet Archive
in 2018 with funding from
Wellcome Library

https://archive.org/details/b29937280



Puhlic Health Department,
Town Hall,
Oldham.
. : November, 1956.

To the Chalrman and Members of the Health Committee.
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present my Annuals Report on the health of
Oldham and the work of the Health Department for the year 1955.

The year has been difficult and strenuous and the seniof staff have
had to bear exacting responsibilities. There have been mlany staff changes
during the year and the recruitment of staff continues to present serious
problems. These were most marked in the Sanitary Department, one
sanitary inspector having left at the end of the previous year and two
leaving in January. These resignations reduced the staff to the Chief
Sanitary Inspector, his deputy and 6 inspectors, i.e. 5 inspectors below
establishment. This position was reported to the Health Committee, and
the Establishment Committee were requested to give special consideration
to the problem, and in April, to implement a recommendation of the North
Western Provincial Counecil that allowed employing authorities under
special circumstances to make an annual discretionary payment of £60 to
the inspectors. It was not until November that the Establishment
Committee accepted this latter recommendation which became operative
on the 5th January, 1956.

The services provided under the National Health Service Act have
been maintained and eertain services have been further developed and
extended. In February, the new Rules of the Central Midwives Board
permitted midwives to administer trilene on their own responsibility. The
necessary machines were obtained and after being demonstrated to the
midwives, were put into use. In July an Assisted Purchase Scheme for
midwives using their own cars for official duties was approved and 5
midwives applied for loans. This facility which greatly assists the midwives
is much appreciated and increases the efficiency of the service. The grave
shortage of staff in the Health Visiting Service persisted and routine visits
again had to be curtailed owing to the prevalence of dysentery. It is to be
regretted that the number of children vaccinated dgainst smallpox and
immunised against diphtheria and whooping cough shows a fall compared
with the previous year. This was largely due to staffing difficulties. The
percentage of infants under one year of age vaccinated against smallpox
continues to be low, being only 31.617% . The demands on the Home Nursing,
the Ambulance and the Domestic Help Services continue to increase.

Further progress was made in the fight against tuberculosis. BE.C.G.
vaccination which previously had only been available to selected contacts
of known cases of tuberculogis was offered to children who would reach 13
vears of age during the vear. Out of 527 children offered this protection,
acceptances were received for 307—an acceptance rate of 58.257;. It is
hoped that this rate will increase in future years.

On the 28th January, the Arthurs Industrial Centre for the mentally
handicapped was officially opened by King Peter II of Yugoslavia. On
his arrival at the Town Hall, King Peter was received by Hiz Worship the
Mayor (Alderman H. H. Webster, J.P.) who presented him to the Chgirman
and members of the Health Committee and the officials. Prior to his leaving
for the Centre, King Peter laid a wreath on the War Memorial. After the
formal opening, His Majesty toured the workshops and inspected a display
of handicrafts. This was followed by an official luncheon, Those present
included Sir Geoffrey Jefferson, Dr. Isobel Wilson of the Eoard of Control,
representatives of the University and the Manchester Regional Hospital
Board and local guests., It was a privilege to welcome our guests and we

uy .
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were greatly honoured by their presence. Our special thanks are due to
Mrs. B. Hindley, J.P., of Read Hall, who entertained King Peter at her
home, It was indeed a great disappointment that Alderman Arthurs, who
had done s¢0 much to bring our Centre to fruition, and who was S0
enthusiastic in his work for the mentally handicapped, could not attend
the proceedings owing to sudden illness from which he never recovered.
It is fitting that the Centre should for all time bear his name.

On the 1st April, the BEoundary Park General Hospital and the Eoundary
Park General Hospital Annexe, both under the control of the Oldham and
District Hospital XManagement Committee, became one hospital unit. The
unification of these two hospitals was long overdue and will greatly increase
the efficilency of our hospital service. It is interesting to record that in
February, 1947, after protracted discussion and oppeosition, the Councll
accepted a recommendation that appropriation and administration of the
Westwood Park Institution by the Health Committee would assist the
smooth transfer of the hospitals and the Institution to the new Reglonal
Hospital Board. Unfortunately it was too late and the Ministry of Health
at thiz late stage was not prepared to accept this amendment to the
administrative scheme owing to the proximity of the Appointed Day of the
National Health Service Act, which was expected to be 1st April, 1948,

The birth rate of 14.61 per thousand of the population shows a slight
rise and compares with 14.26 for the previous year and 15.0 for England
and Wales.

The death rate of 15.16 compares with 15.10 for the previous year and
11.7 for England and Wales. This is a more accurate rate for the Borough
as the revised procedure of the Reglstrar General in connection with the
transfer of births, deaths and stillbirths ceased to operate from the 1st April
when the Boundary Park General Hospital and the Boundary Park General
Hospital Annexe, hitherto classified as a chronic sick hospital, became the
Oldham and District General Hospital. i

It is gratifying to record that for the third consecutive year no
maternal deaths occurred. This is a great achievement and a fitting reward
to those who work in the domiciliary and hospital maternity services.

The infant mortality rate of 30.70 per thousand live births compares
with 249 for England and Wales and 26.81 for the previous year. This
figure can and should be reduced. The total deaths numbered 54 and of
these 5 were associated with accidents—3 due to regurgitation of food, 1
smothered in bhed and 1 from cyvanide poisoning (gas).

There were 18 deaths due to tuberculosis (all forms) and the death
rate of 0.15 compares with 0.22 for the previous year. This is a substantial
fall and compares with a rate of 0.14 for 1953. Advances in the treatment
of tuberculosis and more accurate diagnosis of the early case should result
in this rate being maintained or further reduced.

Full details of the incidence of infectious diseases are given in the
body of the report. Dysentery was prevalent during the first six months
of the year and was rampant in February, March and April when over
1,000 cases were notified. Measles was also prevalent during the first
three months of the vear when 750 cases were notified and three deaths
registered during the wyear. These two epidemiecs seriously affected the
routine work of the department.

In May, the Council’'s Slum Clearance Proposals were submitted to
the Ministry of Housing and Local Government. These are fully detailed in
the report. It has not been possible to undertake a total survey of all
sub-standard houses in the Borough but it must be =aid that the number
of houses requiring demolition is greatly in excess of 11,169, the figure
given in the report. With depleted staff and only 200 new houses a year
available for re-housing, there can be no rapid acceleration of slum clear-
ance and unless there is some radical change of policy, only the fringe of
thi= problem can be tackled in the years ahead.
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During the year we were honoured by the Royal Sanitary Institute
{(now the Royal Society of Health) holding a Sessional Meeting in Oldham
on the Bth July. This was the second to be held in the Borough. The
delegates assembled in the Town Hall and after a welcome by His Worship
the Mayor, the following papers were given:—

"Care of the Mentally Ill—Trends Old and New.”
by Dr. J. T. Chalmers Keddle, Medical Officed of Health.

“Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954—Practical Problems.”
by Mr H. V. Cass, Chief Sanitary Inspector.

The Chairman was Dr. F. T. H. Wood, O.B.E. (Vice President).

The delegates were entertained to lunch by the Health Committee,
after which the following visits were made:— . .

(1) Messrs Ferranti Ltd. for lecture/demonstration on the Ferrantl
fridge-heater domestic heat pump.

(2) (a) Oldham Industrial Co-operative Soclety, milk pasteurisation
plant,

(b) The Park Cake Balkeries.

(3) The Arthurs Industrial Centre for Mentally Handicapped Persons,
and discussion on "Community Care of the Mental Defective”
opened by Mr. T. P. McKniff, Lay Administrative Officer.

About 280 delegates attended the meeting which was most successful.
The arrangements made were much appreciated by the Council of the
Institute and I wish to record my thanks and appreciation for the facilities
and hospitality provided by the Directors of the above firms. :

There were numercus staff changes during the year. In February,
Dr. A. J. I. Kelynack left to take up the appointment of Deputy Medical
Officer of Health to the Borough of Bromley and the Urban Districts of
Orpington, Chislehurst and Sidcup. He was succeeded by Dr. H. Bailey.
In August, Dr. G. P. Donnelly left to take up a post in Ireland. He was
succeeded by Dr. W. R. Falconer. In April, Mr. A. White, Senior Mental
Health Visitor and Duly Authorised Officer, left the service to enter private
busginess. Mr. White joined the service in June, 1948, and had been
associated with the development and extension of the Mental Health Service.
Miss Margaret Dixon, Superintendent of the Home Nursing Service, left in
December prior to her marriage.

In March, Alderman J. A. Arthurs, J.P.. Chalrman of the Mental Health
Sub-Committee and a member of the Health Committee for many years,
died after a short illness. In May, Councillor Mrs. G. Morrell ceased to be
a member of the Council. She had been a co-optéd member of the Maternity
and Child Welfare Sub-Committee since 1942 and on being elected to the
Couneil, jolned the Health Committee in November, 1948, EBEoth these
members had seen many changes and Improvements In the Health Services.
Councillor Barker also ceazed to be a member of the Health Committee
which he joined in 1951, and during the years 1952,/1954 was Chairman of
the Home Nursing Sub-Committee. I wish to record my appreciation of
the courtesy these members always gave to myself and to the members of
my staff,

I wish to tender my sincere thanks to the Chairman and members of
the Health Committee for their support and encouragement. My thanks
are also due to all members of the staff for their loyal service during a very
busy year. b

I have the honour to be,

- Your obedient Servant,
J. T. CHALMERS KEDDIE,
Medieal Officer of Health,



THE HEALTH COMMITTEE
(from 23rd May, 1955)

Chatrman:
Councillor & T. Marron, J.P.. F.C.C.5.

Deputy Chairman:
Alderman J. Bradley

The Magor:
Councillor Herbert Holt, M.B.E., J.P.

Councillor J. H. Broadbent : Councillor Mrs. E. Rothwell
Alderman Miss A. A. Kenyon, J.B. Councillor W. Wheeler
Councillor J. McQuillan Councillor J. Baxter

Non-Council Members:

M, Strang-, Ezq., M.B., Ch.B. Sir Frank Lord, O.B.E.,, M.A., J.P.
Mrs. E. Daws Mrs. L. M. Whittaker
Mr. P. C. Steptoe, M.R.C.0.G., F.R.CS.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE SUB-COMMITTEE

Chairman:

Councillor 8. T. Marron, J.P.,, F.C.C.5.

Deputy Chairman: N
Alderman J. Bradley :
The Mayor Councillor J. McQuillan
Councillor J. H. Broadbent Councillor Mrs. E. Rothwell

Alderman Miss A. A. Kenyon, JP. Councillor W. Wheeler
Councillor F. Baxter

Non-Council Members:
M. Strang, Esqg., M.E., Ch.E. Sir Frank Lord, O.B.E., M.A,, J.P.
Mrs. L. M. Whittaker Mrs. E. Daws
Mr. P. C. Steptoe, M.R.C.O.G., FR.CS.

HOME NURSING SUB-COMMITTEE

Chairman:

Councillor J. H. Broadbent
The Mayor Councillor 8. T. Marron, J.P.
Alderman J. Bradley Councillor J. McQuillan
Alderman Miss A, A, Kenyon, JJP. Councillor W. Wheeler
Councillor Mrs. E. Rothwell Councillor F. Baxter

Non-Council Members:

Miss M. Lees, J.P. Mizss E. Goode
Miss F. Brierley M. Strang, Esqg., M.B., Ch.B.

Mr. T. E. C. Crozier Miss A. Wrigley
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MEMNTAL HEALTH SUB-COMMITTEE
‘
Chatrman:

Alderman Miss A. A. Kenyon, J.P.
The Mayor
Alderman J. Bradley
Councillor J. H. Broadbent
Councillor Mrs. E. Rothwell

Councillor 8. T. Marron, J.P.
Councillor J. MeQuillan
Councillor W. Wheeler
Councillor F. Baxter

Non-Council Members:

Miss I, M. Brislee

Sir Frank Lord, O.B.E., M.A., 1.P.
Rev. G. M. Wylie

Mrs. M. Rose, J.P.
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STAFF

THE PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Medical Officer of Health and Principal School Medical Officer:
J. T. Chalmers Keddie, M.BE., Ch.B., D.P.H.

Senior Assistant Medical Ojficer of Health and Senior School Medical
Officer:

John Starkie, M.E., Ch.B.,, MR.C.5., L.LR.C.P., D.P.H.

Assistant Medical Officers of Health and Assistant School Medical Officers:
Edna Circuitt, M.B., Ch.B., 3RO SipLR€P5 D.P.H.
Arthur J. Kelynack, M.E., B.S.,, D.P.H. (to 19-2-55)
Anthony Loftus, LE.CP., LR.C.S., D.P.H. (to 31-1?-55]
James K. Heagney, M.E., BE.Ch.,, B.A.O, D.P.H.
Gerald P. Donnelly, M.B., B.Ch.,, D.P.H. (to 22-8-55)
Horace Bailey, M.B., Ch.B. (from 1-4-55)

Williamm R. Falconer, M.B.,, Ch.B.,, D.P.H. (from 2-B-53)

Principal S8chool Dental Officer:
James Fenton, L.D.8, .

Assistant Dental Officers:

J. D. Franks, L.D.5.
J. H. Woolley, L.D.5.

== Consultants.

A. H. Barbn{;, M.A, M.BE., ChB, FROS, MRCE e Obstetrician
R. M. Maher, B.Sc.; M.D., B.8., MR.CP. ........ R o L .Physician
D. Hilson, M.A., M.B., B.Chir.,, D.C.H., MR.CP. ooeevurrerernnn Peediatrician
Arthur Pool, M B ChB.,.  MREOP., DP M i Psychiatrist
BB S T o s e ] 1 e e A R Mental Deficiency
J. N. Appleton, MB., Ch.B.,, DL.O, FR.CS. . .....ccceremriinn.. Aural Surgeon
G, Mason-Walshaw, B.A.,, MR.C.5, LE.CP, F.F.A,, D.A, ...... Aneesthetist

Chest Physician:
Henry 5. Bagshaw, M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H.

Public Analyst:
T. W. Lovett, F.R.LC.

Deputy Public Analyst:
J. G. EBherratt, B.Sc.,, FRIC.
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Chief Sanitary Inspector:
Harold V. Cass

Deputy Chief Sanitary Inspector:
John Brook

\ Sanitary Inspectors:
J. Crosdale, J. McKenna, H. Shaw, D. Eckersley, J. Smith (to 13-1-55),
C. Buckley (to 13-1-55), A. P. Mellor, E. Brooks

Lay Administrativ® Officer:
T. P. McEniff

Chief Clerk:
Miss M. Royle

Ambulance Officer:
E. G. Crapper

Mental Health Visitors and Duly Authorised Officers:
Albert White (Senior) (to 21-5-55)
Walter Davies, Dip. 8.C. Studies (Senior) (from 1-8-53)
W. Davies (to 22-2-55), Miss J. J. Halliday, B.A. (to 23-9-55),
Paul Hudson, B.A. (from 21-11-55), Miss A. Kelly (from B8-12-55)

Mental Health Visitor:
Mrs. B. Lees

Psychologist:
Dennis G. Pickles, M.A.(Cantab.)

Supervisor of Occupation Centre:
Mrs. J. L. Worfolk, Dip. Nat. Ass. Mental Health

Senior Handicraft Instructor, Industrial Centre:

F. Davies (to 21-8-55)
N. Bloomfield (from 22-8-55)

Superintendent Health Visitor and Superintendent Bchool Nurse:
Miss A. W. Moordaff, S.R.N., H.V.Cert.

Deputy Superintendent Health Visitor and Deputy
Superintendent School Nurse:

Miss C. Willlamson, B R.N., 8.C.M., H.V.Cert.

Health Visitors/Bchool Nurses: o
Miss M. Gasquet (Senior) (to 4-6-55), Mrs, H. Emmott (Senior),
Mrs. C. Smith, Miss W. McDonnell, Mrs. B. Toolan (to 14-2-55),
Miss I. Oldham (to 31-3-55), Miss A. Taylor, Mrs. M. M. Turner
(to 12-3-55), Mrs. C. Reeves (from 3-1-55), Mrs. 8. Clayton
(from 13-6-55), Mrs, I, Hartley (from 13-6-55)
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School Nurses:
Miss E. E. Williams, Miss T. Dolan, Mrs. M. Cordon, Mrs. D. Spencer

Non-Medical Supervisor of Midwives:
Miss M. M. Nugent, S.R.N., S.C.M.

Assistant Superintendents.

Miss M. Bishop (Senior) (from 1-1-55)
Miss J. Critchley (from 1-4-55)

Municipal Midwives:
Miss B. Holland, Mrs, A. M. Walshe (to 24-9-55), Mrs. E. Kidder,
Mrs., E. Lees, Mrs, E. C. McMahon, Miss J. Critehley (to 31-3-55),
Miss A, Pearson, Mrs. A. Quinn, Miss F. M. Sewell (to 4-8-53),
Mrs. D. Chadwick (to 21-5-55), Mrs. M. Kirwan, Mrs. K. Springis,
Mrs. M. J. Sweeney (née Connolly), Miss M. Hadfield, Miss M.
Entwistle (from 1-4-55 to 30-9-55), Miss I. L. Lindsay (from
1-8-55), Mrs. A. M. Leckey (from 16-2-53), Mrs. J. Thomas
(from 14-8-55)

Superiﬂtsndﬁfzt of District Nursing:
Miss M. Dixon, §.R.N., 8.C.M., Q.M. (to 3-12-55)

District Nurses:
Miss J. A. Baker, Mrs. A. Schofield, Mrs, E. Newton (to 31-12-55),
Mrs. J. Cox (to 23-6-55), Miss H. Hollinshead, Miss E. Dumville, .
Miss A. A, Murray, Miss A. Tulley, Mrzs. W. Woolfenden (to
19-5-55), Mrs. M. Schofield, Mr. F. P. Earnshaw, Mr. E. L. Taylor,
Mr. W. Higgins, Mrs. M. 5. Cagney (from 23-5-55), Mrs.'J.
Tweedale (from 21-2-55), Mrs. M. M. Kehoe (from 9-B-55),
Miss M. Mee (from 28-11-55)

Domestic Help Organiser:
Miss E. M. Kenworthy

OLDHAM CREMATORIUM

Medical Referee:
J. T. Chalmers Keddie, M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H.

Deputy Medical Referees:

John Starkie, M.E., Ch.B., M.R.C.8.,, LR.C.P., D.P.H.
Arthur J. I. Kelvnack, M.B., BE.5.. D.LP.H. (to 19-2-55)
William R. Falconer, M.E.,, Ch.B.,, D.P.H. (from 10-8-55)
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SUMMARY OF STATISTICS
General Statisties
- TR TR e ) - e R B e e 6,300
Enumerated Population (Census 9-4-51) ...........ooiieniniaiians 121,212
Registrar General's Estimate of Population (middle of 1955) ... 120,400
Density of Population, i.e., number of persons per acre ......... 1884

Number of houses in the Borough, 31st December, 1955:
(a) Permanent L. B A g e S e 43,676

(b) Temporary (prefabricatedy........ S e g 350
. - 44,026
MNumber of new houses erected in 1955 :

(n) Permanent:
(1} by local ANthOTIEY .....-cer--reseraneasenss 343

(i) by other bodies or Persons ..........ceuses 58
—_— 401
(b) Temporary (prefabricated):

(1} by loeal anthority cisias s -
(ii) by other bodies or persons ........... —_—
Rateable Value (1st April, 1855) ........... e e e e e L £761,205
Sum represented by a penny rate (31st March, 1955) ............ £3,022
Total number of persons on doctors’ lists at 31-12-55 ............ 115,975
Number of marriages during the Year .........ccciiiivvmvinicisnnnnss 1,004
Persons married per thousand of population ............. SR 8.34
- Extracts from Vital Statistics
Live Births {Males, 900; females, 859) ...coviiiiiiiiiieessnanionnnns 1,759
Birth rate per 1,000 of estimated population ............... 14.61
Stillbirths (Males, 29; females, 24) .......... B R e e S b 53
Stillbirth rate per 1,000 Births .. i i irinmasunensass 29.25
Deaths (Males, 889; females 936) ............... et L R 1,825
Death- rate per 1,000 of estimated population ............ 15.16
Materna]l DesEDR . s v el e s S e il
Maternal mortality rate per 1,000 births .......ccoeieveiinen. il
Deaths of Infants under one Year ........ccceeeevenes A T 54
Infant mortality rate per 1,000 live births .................. 30.70
Other Death Rates per 1,000 of estimated population:
Tuberculosis :
= MR | B v T e e b S S e T SR 0.15
(B PRGN e eiars sty b fanan sl SN S Ja2 4, Dk smenarnine “0.13
ther respiratory AISERBEE ... ivciisrinsrsoiasiinasasnnssavaas 2.52

Emallpox, - Enteric Fever, Measles, Scarlet Fever,
Whooping Cough and Diphtheria ......cccocivivviennee 0.02
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SECTION I.

STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE 'ARFA

Oldham is situated in the County of Lancaster on the south-western
slopes of the Pennines. Its highest point is 1,225ft. and its lowest 350ft.
above sea level.

The principal industries in the Borough are textile spinning and
weaving (especially cotton spinning) and textile engineering, with
substantial general engineering and building and civil engineering. Other
numerous light industries have been established over a number of years.
The Woodpark Colliery was closed in March and there is now only one
colliery in the Borough.

Area and Population
The area of the Borough on the 1lst January, 1955, was 6,390 acres.

The Registrar General’s estimate of the population of the Borough at
the middle of 1933 is 120,400, which compares with 120,340 for the previous

year.

At the 1951 census the population of the Borough was 121,212,

Rateable Value

The rateable value on the 1st April, 1955, was £761,205, and the sum
repregsented by a penny rate was £3,022. :

Unemployvment

Mr. 8. Deeves, Manager of the Local Employment Exchange, has
kindly supplied particulars of unemployved on the registers at the Oldham
Employment Exchange and Oldham Youth Employment Bureau during the
vear 1955, together with the following information relating to emplayment
in industry during this vear.

“With the exception of the cotton industry the year can be regarded
as one of full employment in the area. The percentage of persons
registered as wholly unemployed in relation to the insured population
averaged approximately 0.6 per cent. Short-time working in the cotton
industry reached its peak in August and from that date the number of
short-time workers continued to decline each month until the end of the

year.”
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VITAL STATISTICS

Births
Births Registered

(a) LIVE BIRTHS:

There were 2,581 live births (1,304 males and 1,277 females) registered
in the Borough during the year. After correction for inward (38) and
outward (860) transferable hirths, the net total of births is 1,759 (900 males
and 859 females).

The illegitimate live births numbered 94, or 5.34 per cent of the total
live births.

(b) STILLBIRTHS :

During the year 76 stillbirths were registered, After being adjusted by '
inward and outward transfers the number is 53. The stillbirth rate is 29.25
per thousand total births, which compares with 25.55 for the previous year
and 23.2 for England and Whales.

Births Notified

During the year, 1,770 notifications of birth were received relating to
1,723 live bhirths and 47 stillbirths. In addition, 875 notifications were
received which were transferred to other authorities concerned. The 2,569
live births and 76 stillbirths were notified as follows :—

MIABAVER .. iiiinimaneiines oA
Dﬂctﬂrs LR R R R R LR N R 1 -"

In addition to the above, 1 birth, not notified, that of a baby found dead
on the district, was brought to the notice of the department following a
Coroner’'s inquest.

Marriages

There were 1,004 marriages during the year, the rate per thousand of
the population being 8.34. In 1954 the number of marriages was 856 and
the rate 7.11. T

Deaths

During the year, 2,135 deaths (1,059 males and 1,076 females) were
registered in the Borough. After correction for Inward (85) and outward
(405) transferable deaths, the net total deaths is 1,825 (889 males and 936
females), an increase of 8 on the total for 1954,

Of the 1,825 deaths, 691 (37.86 per cent) occurred in one or other of
the following hospitals.

Oldham & District General Hospital ........cccceneeneen 330
Boundary Park General Hospital Annexe
{up to week ended 9-4-55) ... 178

Oldham Royal InfIrmary ......cccccmmssnssmssiissssssnnense 118
Westhulme HoSPIEAl ..ciccvivicnicainaniinssniasinsonaciBinunass 4
Strinesdale SanatoTiUmM .....c.cceevesirnsrrincssinerseninsnnss 4

Woodfield Maternity HOME ....ccocoeetimncosnssesasnpnannss 1
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Dr. Kershaw's Cottage Hospital ......coveveviienieaiennan 1
Manchester Royal Infirmary ..... S et o
Christie’s Hospital, Manchester ..............ccocemiiniees
Crumpsall Hospital ...... B e et i i e i 2 e g
General Hospital, Ashton-under-Lyne .....cccovvvvennrenn |
Birch Hill Hospital, Rochdale. ......cccccecviimininiiniinies
Withington Hospital, Manchester ........ccicciiiniiennnis

St. Mary's Hoespital, Manchester ......i..coooiviinninn,
Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital, Pend]ehury
Ancoats Hospital, Manchester ........ceviiiesisiosns s Ui
Racefield Pulmonary Hospital, Chadderton ............
Wolstenholme Hall Hospital, Rochdale ..................
Wrightington Hospital, Wigan ..........cccooviiiiiinnines
Jewish Hospital, Manchester .......... Lt e
ther BospalR ... e e s wenien B e A =

] bl ek ek e COQD e B =] O S

Of the total deaths, 1,222 (66.95 per cent) occurred in persons aged
65 years or over. 2

The following are the chief causes of death in accordance with the
International Statistical Cla HsIflcatmn of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of
Death, 1948 : —

Tuberculosis ......c.covveen oot et e S e ) 18
Malignant and Lymphatic Neoplasms ......cccovvmerees 290
WVascular Lesions of Nervous System ... ..ccccovvveeninn 279
Coronary Disease, ANEIME ....cccovienersromnnserinsnrensnses 175
Hypertension with Heart Disease ......cc..coeeivnnnnes )
L Y Rl R T R ET e e s 291
Other Circulatory Disease .........ccccovveeess R e e 102
R RN IOIN - ot it e e s e vt e s e ¥ o Sk A B e e M 82
BromeRiBle oottt A e o . 203
R e R e e o, 25
Motor . vehicle, other accidents, homicide and'
Gperatons of WHT .. ot s e e e s e a9

These groups of diseases account for 1,573 deaths ucm]rring'ciuring the
vear, or B6.19 per cent of the total deaths registered.

Transfer of Births, Deaths and Stillbirths

In accordance with the revised memorandum on Transfer of BEirths,
Deaths and Stillbirths which was issued from the General Register Office
in October, 1952, all deaths occurring in the Boundary Park General
Hospital Annexe, which is a chronic sick hospital accepting patients
from Oldham and the adjacent county districts, were regarded as
non-transferable. This procedure ceased on the 1st April when the Annexe
and Boundary Park General Hospital were combined and became kneawn as
the Oldham and District General Hospital,

The Secretary of. the Oldham and District Hospital Management
Committee has kindly supplied me with the following figures of deaths of
persons admitted from outside areas which occurred in the Annexe prior
to the change.
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During the period 68 deaths of persons admitied from outside areas
occurred in the Annexe within the following periods from admission:—

Within 4 weeks ...viicovirneirssaens 38
4 weeks to 3 months ........ce..... 9
4 months to 6 months ............ 6
6 months to 9 months ............ 1

8 months to 12 months ............
Over 12 - months .o s A v

68
The 68 deaths occurred in the following age groups.—

YEATS .vunnnies 25— 35— 45— 55— 85— o+
ik = 3 10 19 36

During the year notification was received of 15 deaths of Oldham
residents which occurred in outside mental or mental deficiency hospitals.
All these deaths occurred 12 months or more after admission.
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Table of Causes of Death at different periods of life during the year, 1855.

: | - ' | ' | |
All | ‘ :
CAUSES OF DEATH Sex | Ages| O | 1- | 2- | B- !15 25- I 85~ | 45- | 55- | B85 T54-
— — T R i e B i | = —-——I—— —-'__.._ — | e | ——— . ——
ALL CAUSES ... o M |98 (27 3| 2} 5| )iz |28 e hoa 1275 264
| F D38 27 - ] g 417 | 18 IH'U- 205 GHE

o 1 =, 1

1 Tuberculosis —Respiratory ... M LI i (RS | RER RRenl] R R 1§
F L e B et I i L 1 L
2 Tuberculosis—Other forms M E i M e e e T LA e
| F 1 e | - v 1
3 Syphilitic Disease l ;._! i W) ) Rl a 8
4 Diphtheria M | !| , i . 2
5 Whooping Cough M i ey
8 Meningococeal Infections ;I : 1 1 | A | i ; =
7 Acute Poliomyvelitis E | i
8 Measles i'ul k- 2 | i i :
= 1 = 1 | b mac | o ) B
@ Other Infective and Parasitic M 3 e ] S Pl 2 1
Diiseazes F 2 1 | [ | i L et
10 Malignant \mpla\.‘:n—‘ilunaﬁh la'\:_T gg & 5110 8| 7
5 i 1 2112 113
11 Malignant Neoplasin—Lung | M ' 42 { | el L ¥ | 13 | 18 | &
Bronchuz i F 8 | S b 11 % ) e
12 Malignamnt ‘utn-p'l:sm—-lircn;t By i | : ] [l [t e =
F - I | BT = v T ]
13 Malignant Neoplasm—Uterus :l - 21 | R R
7 . 1| 2l e) &9
14 Other Malignant and Ly mphnt:r: M 06X 170 1 1 1| B[ 15| %1 | 2g
Meoplasms 27 F 5 1 2! T M |14 18
15 Leukaemia, Aleukscmiia M - [ ! [ s
F 2 : | EEE S s i [ 1
18 Dialetes ;-I 1 | e [ F B e,
. B o [ 8 1
17 Varcolar lesions of MNervous | M 113 ; 4 5117 | 37 | 50
System .. F | 168 ! . ol 7018 70 | 6n
18 Coronary DIH-EH Angmi l!'-;l { 1“3 | : | 1 71111213718
7 i . Z) 14| 8% | 23
19 Hypertension  with Heart 4:‘:' 49 | i [ ] | A e Rl |
Disease .. u 1] o e | 1) 0 34) @
20 Other Heart Discase ;'l }Iﬁ A (e LA - - O Bt O R
] 6 S e | B |18 | 20 109
41 Other Circulatory Disease M 50 | 5 [ G & I 7018 | 20
F T ] [ e 1 I B | 6 10 | 84
22 Influenza :-‘T AT o] B o | we | I
* 3| 5 k| | ] | e el e | 1
23 Pnenmonia l!-I' H ; | 2 1 : | - e | =300 100 2%
x g 2z 4 [ 61 1h ) )2
24 Bronchitis :.;l 119 i S 2l oal i o8| B0 44| og
H4 fio . 1 1 312§ 31 | &6
25 Other Diseases of Respiratory | M 13 i L5 | e e = 1 2 5 g
System ... T 3 P | e Sl T R
28 Ulcer of *:lnmd.v;h and Duo- | M 15 Sl : o | 1 3 5l ¥ o
denum ... A T e o | [ o L 1 L st o [ ST
27 Gastntis, Enteritis & Dixrrhoea ;1' -6 B O A R SR e | AR | R R
g S pREEl sl ks 114
28 Nephritis and Nephrosis ;;I T e e - I 1 | ol [ | A 2
- ol ey S . T g el ety i
20 Hyperplazsia of Prostate !]-! L o i wur | e |1 1 ]
30 Pregnancy, Childbirth, Abortion | M ] (e et e [l TG IR B e
81 Congenital Malformations - ;.:'l -; g | et O - 1 | B : | : o |
32 Other Defined and 10- :!rﬁ.:l.!'d M T1|14] . i [ 2| o 3|10 13 | o8
Diseases F BB | 14 . 1 1 1) 1 (11| 15} 88
33 Motor Vehicle .il.:.r.ultnts. B I 1 T ] e 1 o 2 1 1| 1 | 22 s 1
| o s S B 1 L i o 1 1 2 1
34 All other Accidents M | 18 2 | 1 1 3 | 2 1, 2 1
: F | 27| 3| 2 o e (58 e B 1
85 Suicide ... M 12 s | ] P (SR - R
B RS T 1 2] 1| & 5! 2|
38 Homicide and Eptrntmm of | M 2 I g | [ T s
War .. we | F SN [ | | | SEE o
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Maternal Mortality

No deaths due to pregnancy or childbirth occurred in the Bordugh.
The maternal mortality rate was nil, the same as in the previous year.

No maternal deaths were registered or reported which were due to
associated conditions.

Deaths Due to Pregnancy or Childbirth ...... 0
Deaths Due to Associated Conditions ......... 0

Infant Mortality

There were 79 deaths (39 males and 40 females) of infants under one
vear of age registered in the Borough. After correction for inward (3)
and outward (30) transferable deaths, the net total of infant deaths is 54
(27 males and 27 females), an increase of 8 on the total for the previousz
year. Of the 54 infant deaths, two were those of illegitimate children and
36 occurred in infants under four weeks old, equivalent to a neo-natal
mortality of 20.47 per 1,000 live births.

The following table shows the neo-natal and infant mortality during
the last five years together with five-year averages from 1935 :—

Infant Neo-Natal Infant Infant
Deaths Mortality Deaths Mortality
under  rate per 1,000 under rate per 1,000
Year 1 month births 1 vear births
Average 5 yrs.—1935-1939 G0 35.75 107 64.68
Average 5 yrs-—1940-1944 47 26.86 108 62.48
BB s s 47 24.75 a6 50.55 5
o[ S S e i pi iy 47 22.05 92 43.156
2 b e ER R 69 26.45 147 58.03
e e A e S i) 24 .57 104 46.47
1 I s S e e A 51 25.94 B2 41.71
Average 5 yrs.—1945-194 o4 24.75 104 47.98
I i e 35 18.73 66 35.31
L e e T 46 258.72 79 40.74
1962 L 49 27.34 T7 42.97
e 36 19.04 59 31.20
D e i e T 31 18.06 46 26,81
Average 5 yrs.—1950-1954 39 21.38 65 35.41
1 T e R 36 2047 o4 30.70
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SECTION II

HOSPITAL AND SPECIALIST SERVICES

VIANCHESTER REGIONAL HOSPITAL BOARD .

The hospital and specialist services are provided through the
Manchester Regional Hospital Board and a full consultant service is
available through the Oldham Hospital Group.

A domiciliary specialist service has been established by the Board and
all practitioners are fully aware of the facilities available.

UNITED MANCHESTER HOSPITALS
This is the designated teaching group for the area and comprises the

following : —
Manchester Royal Infirmary,

. The Manchester Royal Eye Hospital,
St. Mary’'s Hospital for Women and Children,
The Dental Hospital of Manchester,
The Manchester Foot Hospital.

These hospitals and other hospitals in the Manchester and Salford area
are utilised by Oldham residents for the more specialised services.

OLDHAM AND DISTRICT HOSPITAL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE -

GROUP 11

Councillor S. T. Marron, J.P., F.C.C.8, and Dr. J. T. Chalmers Keddie,
M.E.. Ch.B., D.P.H., who had been appointed members of the Committee for
the period ended 31st March, 1955, were re-appointed for a period of three

Vears.
The following have been appointed as members of the Management
Committee : —

For the period ending:

31st March, 1956— 1§ Alderman J. A. Arthurs, J.P. |

Alderman J. Bradley, J.P. (from 1-7-53)
Councillor Mrs. E. Rothwell

Alderman Miss A. A. Kenyon, J.P.
Councillor A. Tweedale, J.P. g

31st March, 1957— Alderman Sir Frank Lord, O.B.E, M.A., e
; : (Chairman)

31st March, 1958—Councillor 8. T. Marron, J.P., F.C.C5.
Dr. J. T. Chalmers Keddie, M.B.,, Ch.B., D.P.H.

Alderman Sir Frank Lord, O.B.E., M.A,, J.FP, ceased to be a member
of the Council on the 23rd May, 1950.

g
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I am indebted to Mr. F. W. Barnett, Secretary of the Oldham and
District Hospital Management Committee, for the details contained in the
following report:—

The Oldham and District Hospital Management Committee is
responsible for the following hospitals, dispensaries and clinics and, as the
agent of the Manchester Regional Hospital Board, undertakes their day
to day administration:

Oldham Royal Infirmary: Thizs iz a general hospital of 180 beds with
surgical, orthopasdie, ophthalmic and aural beds, a limited number of
medical and gyn=cological beds and a children's ward. The hospital serves
as the easualty hospital for the area and provides full out-patient facilities.
There is a rehabilitation unit associated with the orthopsdic department
to which other cases can also be referred.

Oldham and Distriet General Hospital: On the 1st April, 1955, the
former Boundary FPark General Hospital and Boundary Park General
Hospital Annexe were amalgamated and became Oldham and District
General Hospital with a total bed complement of 875. There are 387 beds
available for medical, surgical, orthopadic, pmdiatric, gyn=cological and
maternity patients, the latter being accommodated in a large maternity
unit. Of the remaining 588 beds, 360 are within the geriatric unit and 228
are for psychiatric patients, There are 8 private beds available in the
general part of the hospital and 2 for obstetric cases in the maternity unit,
There are also 6 amenity beds in the maternity unit, all of which are in
single wanrds.,

Full cut-patient facilitiez are provided, including speecial ante-natal,
tuberculosis, venereal diseases, peychiatric and geriatric departments,

Certain premises continue to be used by the Welfare Services
Committee as accommeodation under Part III of the National Assistance
Act.

Strinesdale Sanatorium: The Sanatorium provides accommodation for
57 patients suffering from pulmonary tuberculozis—55 being in the main
ward and 2 in separate chalets.

Chadderton Hospital: This hospital, which is situated in Chadderton,
provides 52 beds for female patients suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis.

Westhulme Hospital: This hospital provides accommeodation for patients
suffering from infettious diseases. According to Ministry of Health
standards the accommodation available is B5 beds,

Throughout the year only two wards, with a total accommodation of
43 beds, and a cubicle ward of 14 beds, were in use.

Woodfield Maternity Home: This is a general practitioner maternity
home with 20 amenity beds. =

Dr. Kershaw's Cottage Hospital, Royton: This iz a general practitioner
hospital situated in Royton and provides accommodation for 20 patients.

The Orthopsdic Clinie, Gainsborough Avenue: This clinic also provides
facilities for physiotherapy and artificial sunlight. Cases are referred for
treatment from the school clinies, child welfare centres and by private
practitioners.
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THE HARGRAVES CONVALESCENT HOME

This home, providing 28 beds, usually known as “The Nook," is
cituated in Saddleworth and is administered by the Huddersfield Hospital
Management Committee, 21 beds being available for patients from the
Oldham hospitals.

EMERGENCY MATERNITY UNIT

An Emergency Maternity Unit operates from the Oldham and District
General Hospital and is available to all general practitioners in the area.

PATHOLOGICAL SERVICES

The majority of the pathological and bacteriological work of the Public
Health Department is undertaken in the laboratories at Oldham and
District General Hospital and Oldham Royal Infirmary.  Certain
examinations, e.z., ice cream and water, are undertaken by the Public
Health Laboratory Service at the Public Health Laboratory, Monsall
Hospital, Manchester.

NURSING HOMES
There are no registered nursing homes in the Borough.

OLDHAM AND DISTRICT HEALTH SERVICES
CONTRIBUTORY ASSOCIATION

The following information is given by courtesy of Mr. Edgar Ormerod.
Secretary Administrator of the Association : —

The Oldham and District Health Services Contributory Association is a
voluntary association whose object is to enable contributors to provide by
means of a small weekly payment, convalescent treatment, physiotherapy
in the home and also to obtain financial assistance towards expenses for
surgical appliances, dentures, optics and the like. Assistance is also given
towards payment for home help, and the provision of sick room and invalid
equipment. There is no income limit for contributors.  The rates of
contribution are 2d. per week for a single person and 4d. per week for a
married person. The contributions entitle the member, his wife, and his
or her children up to schocl-leaving age to receive the bhenefits of the
scheme, but do not entitle any other person cr persons dependent on the
member to receive the benefits. Such persons may become members of the
scheme by payment of the recognised contribution.

During the year the Association provided the following benefits to
members resident in the Borough and the adjacent districts: —

Convalescent Home Service ......ccocooeenses 177
Sick Room Requisites— Patients Supplied . 1,127

Grants Pald:

(i) Optical Benefits .......c.cociinmnnnanns 5,507
{il) Surgical Appliances ..........cocoeene 121
(1i1) DeBtal ...cocveiereirimmaniarenssasansasnes 1,425

(iv) Home Help ....cooiiiiriianenin 15

[
=

R s
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The Association also provides a Mobile Physiotherapy Service,
operating two vans. The following figures relate to the work of the Unit
during the year:— '

Number of new patients registered .................. 256
Number of visits made during the year ............. - 4,477
Number of treatments given during the year-...... 11,158
Number of patients on waiting list at 31-12-55 ... 48

The local health authority make an annual grant of £25 to the
Association for the facilities provided in connection with the loan of
nursing equipment and convalescence.
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SECTION III

LOCAL HEALTH AUTHORITY SERVICES
HEALTH CENTRES

(Section 21)

A communication was received from the Ministry of Health stating
that a scheme for the erection of a health centre would be considered at a
cost not exceeding £10,000. The plan forwarded to the Ministry had been
considered by their medical and technical officers and a revised plan was
received embodying improvements which were considered to be desirabie.

The plan was circulated and fully discussed with the officials and
representatives concerned and a revised plan embodying the suggested
improvement and other improvements considered advisable was prepared
for informal submission to the Ministry for the criticism and comments

af their officers.

CARE OF MOTHERS AND YOUNG CHILDREN
(Section 22)
Ante-Natal and Post-Natal Clinics

Ante-natal Clinies are held at the Central Clinic, 29, Queen-Street, each
afternoon from Monday to Friday with the exception of Wednesday
afternoon when new cases attend for booking and examination by the
midwife. A medical officer attends each session fortnightly. No clinics
are held in the homes of the midwives.

Expectant mothers are advised on all aspects of ante-natal and
post-natal care, and lectures and talks are arranged by the Supervisor of
Midwives, The advantages of inhalational analgesies are fully explained
and apparatus is available at the clinic for demonstration purposes.

A post-natal clinic is held weekly on Thursday meornings, attendance
being by appointment. The Concultant Obstetrician, Mr. A. H. Barber,
attends the clinic each Wednesday morning to see cases referred for
specialist advice or treatment from the ante-natal and post-natal clinics.

By arrangement with the Principal of the Women's Institute, which is
under the control of the Education Committee, a sewing teacher attends
the booking session each week to instruct mothers in the making and
repairing of children's clothing.
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The following table gives details of the sessions held and attendances
made at the clinies: —

[No.of clinics | No. of seszions | No. of women in |

| provided at | now held per | altendanee Total No. of
| end of year | month 4t cinicsl———— :llFtndancg‘:s dur-
{whether included in No. of . ing the year
held at | col. (2) g
Child l B WOInED MNo. of =~ e —
| ho Nnew cases|
Welfare | : ] Lo :
C:nt:es | Medical] Mid- | attended | included Medicnli Mrjd'_
or other | Officers’| wives' | during | in col. (4)| gils[sctiflss S::;",ii
| v i 0 | 2 1 g
premises) SHesalons Sessions | (he year
(1) (2) (3) (4) I oy | 168 "
|
1
(a) Ante- i !
MNatal [
Clinics 1 E 12 1,811 098 | 2227 3,496
‘I 1 i
- (b) Post- . '
Natal |
Clinics 1 sl 4 ZEs 127 111 127 —

Relaxation Exercises

A special class in association with the ante-natal elinic is held weekly
each Wednesday evening. A fully gqualified physiotherapist attends each
class.

Provision of Maternity Outfits

Maternity outfits, sterilised and packed ready for use, are available
free to expectant motherz whether or not they have booked a munieipal
midwife for their confinement and can be obtained at the ante-natal clinie.

Dental Inspection and Treatment

Special arrangements exizst for the dental care of expectant and nursing
mothers and young children and by agreement with the Education
Committee, the resources of the School Dental Service are available on a
user basis. The Principal School Dental Officer, Mr. J. Fenton, L.D.S.,
under the direction of the Medical Officer of Health, is responsible for the
organisation and development of the service and has direct access to the
appropriate Sub-Committee.

It is to be regretted that the arrangement for a Dental Officer to make
a regular weekly visit to the Queen Street Ante-Natal Clinic had to be
discontinued in May as it was not possible to fill the vacancy caused by
the resignation of Mr. J. D. Franks, Dental Officer.

Mr. Fenton, with the full approval of the Education Committee, holds
an appointment under the Manchester Regional Hospital Board as Visiting
Dental Officer to the Oldham and District Hospital Management Committee
and attends the Oldham and District General Hospital for two sessions per
week where he is able to treat mothers and young children requiring
hospital facilities.
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I am indebted to Mr. Jéimes Fenton, Principal School Dental Officer,
for the following report:—

Expectant and Nursing Mothers

“ The dental service provided for expectant and nursing mothers has
heen maintained during the year.  These patients are entitled to free
dental treatment (excluding dentures) under the General Dental
Practitioner Service and also through the Dental Service of the Local
Health Authority which provides free dentures, but the dental condition of
those examined does not indicate that they have regularly availed
themselves of these services. An intensive dental propaganda campaign
might stimulate more interest in dental health, but with the present staff
available this is impossible.

Following the resignation of Mr. J. D. Franks, Dental Officer, in April,
the arrangement for a Dental Officer to make a weekly visit to the Queen
Street Ante-Natal Clinic for routine dental inspection could not be
continued. Alternative arrangements were made for the mothers to be
offered an appointment to attend the dental clinic for dental inspection if
they so desired. It was found that the most convenient day for these
inspections would be Saturday morning. The result of the new arrangement
has been a considerable drop in the total number of mothers examined, but
the number receiving treatment is only slightly reduced. Under the old
arrangement a considerable number of broken appointments gceurred.
Patients who are willing to attend the dental elinic for dental inspection
are obviously interested in their dental health and will keep appointments

made for treatment.
ﬂ

Inspection.—During the year, 493 patients received a dental inspection
and 338 (68.51 per cent) were found to require treatment. Of the patients
not requiring treatment, 49 were edentulous and wearing full dentures. Of
the patients requiring treatment, 195 (57.69 per cent) accepted treatment
at the dental clinics and 62 patients (18.34 per cent) stated a preference to
attend a dental practitioner of their own choice. Unfortunately, 81 patients
(23.96 per cent) who were advized to have dental treatment, refused to take
any action. The absence of pain often influences many of these patients
in reaching this decision and they prefer to attend as and when pain
develops and then usually for the extraction of the offending tooth. The
policy results in the patient requiring dentures at a comparatively early
age.

It ic interesting to record that 98 patients had attended dental
practitioners and received conservation treatment, ie., fillings, and that 5
patients had received fillings through the School Dental Service, but did
not continue with this type of treatment after leaving school. Financial
barriers cannot be the entire reason for this state of affairs, since everyone
iz entitled to free dental treatment under the National Health Service up
to the age of 21 years.

Treatment.—Details of the treatment carried out are given in the
appended returns and the amount of work undertaken is approximately the
eame as in the previous year.

681 permanent teeth were extracted as compared with 619 last year.
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78 permanent teeth were filled. It is disappointing to report that the
number of teeth filled has dropped this year. Should the staffing situation
improve, every effort will be made to increase this very important side of
the work. Unfortunately, many of these patienis are not interesied in
conserving their teeth and do not place great value in the retention of
their natural teeth.

53 scalings were performed and this is often a=sociated with attendant
gum treatment.

Six X-rays were taken to assist in correct diagnosis and treatment—
use being made of the X-ray Unit installed at the Cannon Street Clinic.

36 complete and 11 partial dentures were supplied during the year. It
is interesting to note that the number of dentures supplied has fallen and
would appear to be as a result of the discontinuation of the weekly wvisit
by a Dental Officer to the Ante-Natal Clinic. Previously all patients were
examined and the Dental Officer was able to discover ill-fitting dentures
and suggest their replacement. Under the new arrangement only patients
complaining of their dentures have been referred to the dental clinics, In
future all edentulous patients will be advised to attend the dental clinics
for examination.

The services of a dental mechanic to the profession have been used to
assist in the construction of dentures.

A general anasthetic was administered on 47 occasions when teeth
were extracted, The =ervices of Dr. G. Mason-Walshaw, the anzsthetist
employed in the School Health Service, are utilised when reguired. The
employment of a highly competent and experienced anssthetist iz essential
in this work.

The =ervices of Mr. W. C. Mellor, F.D.8., R.C.5., Consulting Dental
Surgesn to the Oldham Hospital Group, are available if required.

Pre-School Children

During the year, 304 children received a _dental inspection compared
with 267 in the previous year.

These children are usually referred from the infant welfare centres
and are often suffering from toothache which necessitates the extraction
of teeth.

The number of children between the ages of 2 and 8 years who develop
toothache is extremely high. The average child does not complete eruption
of its temporary teeth until two years of age. The incidence of caries has
increased in recent years and it is common to find that the upper front
teeth are hopelessly carious by the age of two years. Thiz condition is
invariably associated with the use of " dummies " and it is common practice
for mothers to dip these rubber dummies in some ferm of carbohydrate,
e.g., syrup, condensed milk, ete. . -

714 teeth were extracted and 35 fillings were inzerted in temporary
teeth. Here again under more favourable staffing conditions conservation
of deciduous teeth would be encouraged.

249 children received general anssthetics for the extraction of teeth.
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The very young children who require a general anmsthetic are referred
to the Oldham and District General Hospital and are usually treated as
out-patients. The Principal School Dental Officer in his capacity as
Visiting Dental Officér to the hospital iz able to arrange and carry out the
necessary treatment.

The following figures indicate the ages of the 304 children examined
during the year:—

Under 1 year 1 vear 2 years 3 vears 4 vears 5 vears
0 G 31 129 138 - 2

Details of the work undertaken for expectant and nursing mothers and
pre-school children are shown in the following tables:—

Expectant
and Children
Nurzing 5 vears
Mothers & under
(a) Provided with Dental Care:
Dok yprd 1o 1 R £ 4 [ 493 304
Needing Treatment ....ccoccvmmnacrsicssannrens 338 275
Commenced Treatment .........coeeeae 195 275
Made Dentally Bt . .oceeininiiiicnrrnnaaans 125 273
(b) Dental Treatment Provided :
R ETACTIONE e ool s Enan e mai hm e s 681 T14
Anzsthetics :
1 Tl | e ol P e e e 163 a4
BT T L2 s ala arais sjs o mim sl AW e W T S 00 B pon i i T 249 %
o1 o B B R S RS 78 35
Scalings or scaling and gum treatment ... b3 —
Silver Nitrate Treatment .......ccoomimaniens —_— —
DTesSiNgS ...ccccocivrsinnssassrsnnsarnssrasssssssans 15 18
Radiographs ..ccoeeeiiiiiiinarumanirimenannanases 6 1
Crowne or inlays ......ccccooiciiiiia.. e S - —_
Dentures Provided :
Complete .......civmmmraseninsmmrmanassananass a6 -
=g e e e e S 11 —_"

Supply of Welfare Foods
Distribution
The responsibility for the local distribution of welfare foods supplied
by the Ministry of Food was transferred to local health suthorities as part
of their duties under the National Health Service when the local offices
of the Ministry of Food closed at the end of June, 1954,

The central storage and distribution centre for infant welfare foods
is in premises owned by the Corporation and situated in Greaves Street.
This centre is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 1o Friday and 9 am. to
12 noon Saturday.

The infant welfare centres are used as distributing points. Two
full-time clerks and three part-time assistants are engaged iIn the
distribution and supply of infant welfare foods.

o

e

i
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Care of Premature Infants

All infants weighing 51lb. or Tess at birth are regarded as premature
babies irrespective of the period of gestation.

Premature infants born on the district, where the home conditions are
unsatisfactory, are removed to hospital by ambulance in a special eot and
are accompanied by the midwife. In other cases arrangements are made
by the Supervisor of Midwives for the home nursing of these infants and,
if necessary, suitable equipment is supplied.

One distriet midwife specially trained and experienced was employed
whole-time on the nursing care of premature babies. Where possible this
midwife is in attendance at the confinement and continues in attendance
until the baby weighs 6lb. or the mother is able to care for the baby
herself without supervision. She also attends all premature babies
discharged from the Oldham and District General Hospital and the
Woodfield Maternity Home.

Premature Births

The following table gives details of premature births notified during
the year relating to Oldham residents (including transferred notifications) :

Premature Premature
Live Births Stillbirthz

Bh L ey e R e e a7 23
o8 (e g 5] - e S R T L el 49 2
(e} In Private Nursing Homes ......... — —

136 25
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Care of Unmarried Mothers and Their Children

No Mother and Baby Home is provided but full use is made of the
services available through voluntary organisations. An annual grant is
made to the Oldham Council for Moral Welfare for which the services of
their social worker are available. The grant made this year was again £150,

Cases are referred to the social worker for investigation. She advises
the expectant mother on the social aspects of her problem and arranges
admission to a suitable home or hostel where necessary. In certain cases
where it has not been possible for her to make this provision through the
homes available to her, the Department has made every endeavour to
obtain suitable accommodation.

Under these arrangements 3 cases received ante-natal and post-natal
care, 3 cases ante-natal care only, and 3 cases post-natal care only, The 3
ante-natal and post-natal cases were admitted to the following homes, and
in the case of the two admitted to Liverpool confined in a hospital in the
area of the home, and in the casze of the one admitted to I{t-nﬂa_l confined
in the home itself, this being a maternity home : —

St. Monica's Home, Liverpool .....ccocccciinneen 2
St. Monica's Home, Hendal ... .c.coccvviiniieninnas 1

The 3 cases receiving ante-natal care only were admitted to the
following homes and confined in a hospital in the area of the home. They
were discharged to their own homes from hospital : —

Lancaster, Morecambe & Distriet Moral
Welfare  Association Girls' Hostel,

T Tet b o e S SR e e |
Farkinzson House, Preftol ...occcvvicienininmmaen 2

The 3 cases receiving post-natal care only were admitted to the
following homes after their confinement in Oldham and District General

Hospital : —

Wiyther Hostel, Leeds ....c.ccccciiiiiinmmsarssisans 1
The Grange, Wilpshire, near Blackbumn ...... 1
Huddersfield Refuge ........... sasraanas Eijaa e otk Ll

Child Welfare Centres

A Child Welfare Centre is held at 29, Queen Street, twice weekly and
there are seven branch centres in church and school premises, A doctor is
in attendance at each of these centres, Details of the centres are as

S Centre Days Times

Central Queen Street Tuesday 9-30 a.m.
Central Queen Street Friday 9-30 a.m.
Brunswick Oxford Street Wednesday 2.0 pm.
Millgate Hollins Road Thursday 2-0 pm.
Beulah Withins Road Tuesday 2-0 pm,
Scottfield off Ashton Road Thursday 2-0 pm.
St. Ambrose Prince Charlie Street Wednesday 2-0«p.m.
St. Barnabas Arundel Street . Tuesday 2-0 p.m.
Pitt St. East off Glodwick Road Wednesday 2-0 p.m.

Orange juice, cod liver oil, national dried milk and vitamins issued by
the Ministry of Food are obtainable at all the centres and certain
proprietary brands of infant food can be purchased.
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By arrangement with the Principal of the Women’s Institute, which is
under the control of the Education Committee, a sewing teacher attends
the centres on alternate weeks to advise mothers on the cutting out and
sewing of children's clothing, patching, darning and how to “ make do and
mend * with clothes generally. .

Clinic assistants are employed at the centres in connection with the
sale of foods and to assist in the keeping of records, etc.

Attendances at Infant Welfare Centres During 1955

Centre

r—————— e —

Pitt Street ...
Central ......:
Erunswick ...
St. Ambrose .
St. Barnabas
Millgate ......
Beulah ........
Scottfield ....

|
No. of |
children |
who first |
attended I
during Total | Total
yearand | o o children | NO- Of | No. of attendances | _8ttend-
who at who attended and | children F made by children |20ces dur-
their first| b, were born wWHO | who at the date of | P8 the
attend- in: attended | attondance were: | YEAT
ANCE Were ! ghi i
underl |~ | | .
vear of | 1955 | 1954 |1950-58 Ll“'?” 1_'2 | 35
age .I | ¥r. ¥rse. | ¥ra. i
s | e il RS e S
153 129 20 69 ! X8 2.1 348 | EG 2 538
801 | 2s3 | 174 | 138 | 555 | 1,585 198 | 172 | 1,955
128 | 104 93 { 41 | 38 | 1,781 278, T1 | 2,185
97 | 80 | 81 | a4 195 |1428| 280 | 20 | 1728
150 | 133 o 44 275 | 2,150 | 237 72 2,499
107 | 91 79 64 | 234 | 1,391 | 244 57 | 1,692 %
85 75 G 6l | 204 | 1,878 | 310 159 1,847
205 158 102 63 825 2,404 285 g5 2,764
| |
| | - f
1,226 i1_ms | 775 | 516 | 2304 14,226 2195 | 782 | 17,153
|

Co-operation with Voluntary Organisations

With the exception of the Oldham Council for Moral Welfare, no duties

have been delegated to other voluntary organisations.

The Maternity and

Child Welfare Sub-Committee made grants during the financial year
1955-56 in support of the general work which the following organisations
undertake in the care of the mother and her child:—

National Society of Children's Nurseries

---------------------

Invalid Children's Aid Association .........ccocveevne RS e

Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents
National Council for the Unmarried Mother and her Child 10 10
Oldham Council for Moral Wélfarc e i SR e S e S e O 150
National Association for Maternal and Child Welfare
National Baby Welfare COUNCIL ........eeseressersen.
Central Council for Health Education ...... L AR 1

------------------
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DAY NURSERIES
Municipal Day Nurseries

The following accommodation was available on the 1st January and
throughout the year:—

Age Groups Tatal

0-1 1-2 2-5 Places

Honeywell Lane ...... 8 17 21 46-
Overens Street ........ 5 12 256 42
Tate Street ......cciee. - 13 21 34
13 42 67 122

e — - P

The nurseries are open each day, Monday to Friday, from 7 a.m. to
§-30 p.m., but are closed on Saturday morning.

The charge is 5s. 0d. per day, but this may be reduced in cases of
hardship and appeals against the full charge are dealt with by the Appeals
Section of the Maternity and Child Welfare Sub-Committee.

The attendances made by children totalled 22,247, which compares with
24 949 for the previous year. '

During the meonths of January and February the attendances fell by
1035. This was due to the prevalence of infectious diseases and other

illnesses.

NURSERIES AND CHILD-MINDERS REGULATION ACT, 1948

Industrial Day Nurseries

~ On the 1st January, 9 nurseries Were registered under this Act for
children aged 0-5 years and provided a total accommodation of 406 places

comprised as follows:—

Age 0-1 year ............ 25 places
Age 1-2 years ............ 111 places
Age 2-5 YeArs ...........e 270 places

In addition 4 premises were registered for the accommodation of 161
children over the age of 5 years during school holiday periods.

Details of all these premises have been given in previous reports.
No plans for new nurseries were submitted or approved.

The Heathbank Nursery, which closed temporarily in February, 1054,
for alterations and interior decorating, was re-opened in October, 1955,
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The following table summarises the industrial nursery provision at
the 31st December:—

Age Groups Total
Name of Nursery 0-1 1-2 2-5 Flaces
*Derker Mill ...ccoconane 7 14 25 46
*Hartford House ...... - 20 48, 68
*Heathbank ......ccoeeeee 6 14 30 - 50
Trig WAL - oo iinans 12 16 i ) 47
Oldham Twist ......... - 13 19 32
sOalkbenk s - - 48 48
*Werneth Spg. Co. ... - 15 42 57
=Willowbank ....cccoeaue - 12 19 31
Fine Spinners

& Doublers ... ~ 7 20 27

Totals ...--cme- 25 111 270 406

— m—— e — —_—

* The managements of these firms provide transport to and from
the nursery.

The following accommodation was available on the 31st December for
school children, and registered for use during school holiday periods,
only :—

Age No. of

Group Places

Belgrave Mill ...ocoiiivicrimiininasaes 5-11 55
Greenbank MIlIS ...cccvviiisanisecnssssassrasnnes 5-10 35
All Saints' School (Werneth Spg. Co.) over s 45
Copster Hall (Fine Spinners & Doublers) 5-11 26
Total ...... e 161

—e.

Close co-operation exists between the Department and the industrial
firms concerned, and by arrangement with certain of the firms regular
visits are made to the nurseries by the medical staff of the Department
for medical inspection and immunisation of the children. The firms are
encouraged to consult the Department if any difficulties arise.

In only one nursery does the management have their own practitioner
attending for the medical care of the children.

Child Minders

At the beginning of the year there was one child minder on the
register. During the year one application was received but this was
subsequently withdrawn.

MIDWIVES' SERVICE
(Section 28)
At the beginning of the year, in addition to the Supervisor of Midwives,

16 midwives (including one part-time midwife) were employed. During the
year 5 midwives (including the one part-time midwife) left the service and
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4 midwives were appointed and commenced duty. The following midwives
were employed at the end of the year:— '

1 Non-medical Supervisor,

1 Senlor Assistant Superintendent,

1 Assistant Superintendent, : : <
13 District Midwives, -

9 Pupil Midwives. ;

A part-time nurse was engaged on duties in connection with hospital
discharges and other special visits. She undertook no deliveries and
accepted no bookings. One other district midwife, specially trained and
experienced, undertook full-time duties in connection with the nursing of

premature babies.

The establishment of a more satisfactory off-duty system during the
night has long been contemplated, and in April a State Registered Nurse
was appointed to undertake night duty (10 p.m. to 8 a.m.) at the Midwives'
Home for the purpose of receiving all calls and allocating cases to midwives
on duty. This nurse also assists with the maintenance of equipment and
the keeping of records. The arrangement has worked extremely well and
has reduced the disturbance caused to midwives during the night in their
off-duty periods.

Following the receipt of Circular 52 of the Nurses' and Midwives'
Whitley Council, which increased the annual leave of midwives, the
Establishment Committee approved an increase in the establishment by
one midwife. The approved establishment is now:—

1 Non-medical Supervisor,

1 Senior Assistant Superintendent,
2 Assistant Superintendents,

16 District Midwives, !

The Oldham District Midwifery Service is approved by the Central
Midwives' Board as a Part II Training School. During the year 13 pupils
commenced training and one pupil, who had discontinued her training in
the previous year, resumed training, but was not able to eomplete the
course owing to sickness. Nine pupils sat the Part II Examination of the
Central Midwives' Board and eight were successful.

The Maternity and Child Welfare Sub-Committee has approved the
award of prizes to the best pupil midwives. An examination consisting of
a written paper, viva voce and practical, is carried out each six months and
prizes are awarded on the results of the examination which is conducted
by members of the staff. One prize of £5 and two prizes of £2 2s. 0d. were
awarded during the year.

At the end of the vear there were 9 midwives in the service approved
by the Central Midwives’ Board as teachers. In July, Miss M. Hadfield,
district midwife, was successful in obtaining the Midwife Teacher's
Diploma. .

-

Attendance After Confinement

The arrangement for the midwife to continue in attendance on the
mother and baby for onme month after confinement has been continued.
This arrangement, which at present only applies to mothers confined on
the district, continues to prove of the greatest value.



37

Adminijstration of Inhalational ;lnalgesics

In February, the new rules of the Central Midwives' Board became
operative. These rules permitted midwives to administer trilene on their
own responsibility. Arrangements were made for a demonstration of the
Tecota Mark VI apparatus and in July six machines were purchased. On
delivery of the machines, further demonstrations were carried out for the
. purpose of instructing midwives and pupils in their use. The machines
were subsequently put into uze and trilene was administered to 44 cases.

All the midwives employed were qualified to administer inhalational
analgesics in accordance with the rules of the Central Midwives' Board.
Provicion is made for the training in the use by approved methods of
analgesics of domiciliary midwives entering the service who have not
received this training.

During the year, 831 cases were delivered and of these 786 (94.59 per
cent) received inhalational analgesic. The remaining 45 cases did not
receive inhalational analgesic for the following reasons:—

Patient refused .cooiviemcccmmissnsommassiassrnmesacas 6
Medical YEASONS ...corrsrrsrrerisarrssissssisanaansass g
B.B.A. or delay in summoning a midwife ... 28
Doctor booked—not booked for analgesic ... 3
Emergency cases—not BOOKed ......oveenienas 2

-

The following table shows the number of cases in which inhalational
analgesic and pethidine were administered by midwives in domiclliary

practice during the year:— i
Doctor present Doctor not present,

at time of delivery at time of delivery”
Inhalational analgesic
administered ........... a4 792
Pethidine administered ... 12 337
f__,..a-f‘
Transport

In July, the Finance and General Purposes Committee agreed an
Assisted Purchase Scheme for midwives using their own cars to carry out
official duties and included midwives as “ essential users.” Five midwives
made application for loans and at the end of the year midwives were
using their own cars under the scheme. Previously midwives had been
included in the Car Allowances Scheme of the Corporation as “ casual
users.”

Aidwives who had not provided their own cars continued to use public
service vehicles, but transport is provided through the Ambulance Service
from 5-30 p.m. to 8-30 a.m. and at week-ends. By arrangement with the
Cleansing and Transport Department, a car is available during the day
time for urgent calls to confinements for midwives attending cases out
of their own district and in emergency. This car is also available for
transporting analgesic equipment.

Midwives' Accommodation

In December, the Housing Committee approved an increase in the
allocation of houses for municipal midwives from 4 to 6. At the end of
the year the following accommodation was provided..—

P e
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1. Private houses and flats:

Owned by local health authority 1 house
A Rented by local health authority :
{i) from Corporation Housing Dept. ...... 3 houses
: 1 flat
2. MIAwives' FHOME ...ccrecnsresensissnitnmisinsssns 1

* This home provides accommodation for 12 midwives or pupil
midwives and resident domestic staff.

Post-Certificate Instruction

Two district midwives who are approved teachers each attended a
post-graduate course arranged by the Royal College of Midwives for
midwife teachers and midwives engaged in teaching; one at Bristol from
the 17th to 23rd July and the other at Newcastle from the Tth to 13th
September. One midwife attended a four weeks premature baby course at
the Sorrento Hospital, Birmingham, in December. This midwife also
attended a fortnight's course in the care of premature habies at the Lake
Hospital, Ashton-under-Lyne, before taking up duties as premature baby
nurse in August.

Hospital Discharges

Arrangements exist for maternity patients discharged before the
fourteenth day from the Oldham and District General Hospital and
Woodfield Maternity Home to be notified to the appropriate local health
authority. In the case of Oldham residents the name, address and date of
discharge are notified to the Supervisor of Midwives by telephone prior to
an agreed discharge form being received.

Summary of Work Undertaken by the Municipal
Midwives During the Year

Confinemenis:
Number of cases booked ..........c.coicceies 983
Number of confinements attended ......... 831
Number of cases receiving inhalational
analgesic ... TRG
Visits:
Ante-natal cases ..... e e 3,865
During lying-in peried .......c..occovvvvinnnne. 20,484
Post-natal .............. et e iy alee 18
Hospital discharges ......ccecees wiidini HE TR 2,413
Premature babies:
(1) Domicilary Births ........cccvviennan-s 1,745
(ii) Hos=pital discharges ............... 617

During the year, 1,723 live births and 47 stillbirths relating to Oldham
residents were notified. Of these, 931 (52.60 per cent) cccurred in
institutions and 839 (47.40 per cent) were domiciliary confinements, Of
the latter B38 (99.88 per cent) were attended by municipal midwives and
1 (0.12 per cent) by a midwife in private practice.

During the vear 72 cases were referred for investigation into home
conditions by the Almoner of the Oldham and District General Hospital.
In 46 cases the conditions were considered to be suitable and the patients
subzequently booked for domiciliary confinement.
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MIDWIVES' ACT, 1951

Supervision of Midwives
Central Midwives' Board

(a) Rules of the Board.—The Midwives' Rules, 1955, were approved by
the Minister (the Midwives’ Rules Approved Instrument, 1955) and came
into operation on the 1st day of February, 1935. These rules supersede the
Midwives' Rules, 1949, and the prinecipal changes are:—

(a) the terms of the rules concerning the administration of
analgesia by midwives on their own responsibility (Section
«B" Rules 12, 25 and 35) have been widened by the
substitution for references to “mnitrous oxide and air " of
reference to “ inhalational analgesic”;

(b) the attendance of practising midwives at periodical refresher
courses is made compulsory as from the 1st January, 1958
{Sectm“ il G II}:

(¢) the umiform and badges which may be worn by certified
midwives are prescribed (Section “H").

In accordance with the instructions of the Central Midwives' Board,
a copy of the Board's new handbook incorporating the rules was issued to
every midwife practising in the Borough.

(b) Approved Course of Instruction.— A midwife who had not practised
after the 1st January, 1938, gave notice of her intention to practise at a
local hospital. In accordance with Rule G2 she was required to undertake
a prescribed course of instruction which was approved by the Board.

(¢) Notification of Intention to Practise.—During the year 63 midwives
notified their intention to practise, compared with 59 in 1954. At the
end of the year the following midwives were practising in the area of the
Borough : —

In Domiciliary Practice:
{a) Employed by Local Health Authority ...... 16%
(b) In private practice ........ccoemminimmmerianiacae 1
Employed in Institutions :
(a) Oldham and District General Hospital ... 29
(b) Woodfield Maternity HOmMe ...ccoccecrusireeee 8

* Including Supervisor of Midwives.

oy



I A

The following table shows the number of deliveries attended by
midwives during the year:—

Number of Deliveries Attended by Midwives in the
Area During the Year

Domiciliary Cases f
::iDnﬂur not booked Daoctor booked |
|I ]I : Doctor |
| Doctor | Ductor ,i"'r;su?:';?t Doctor
| present | not pres- I deli :."-r:r‘.' not pre- Cases
at time | ent at § hild | sentat | .o .. in
| of | time of | {.rﬂc “ti time of O1a's | Institu-
| delivery | delivery il"TmL&}:(,dlﬂ delivery | | tions
of child | of child doctor o | ©f child
i another)
Midwives employed ——M»— —_ | - S e p—
by local health | |
authority ... - 1 l 252 45 533 | 831 —
Midwives employed | |
by Oldham and Dis- | : .

. | trict Hospital | i
Management Com- | | f
mittee at Oldham &

District General
Hospital and Woed- E
ficld Maternity : | |
H'L'Im'& 5 = | - i —_ | —— — | —_— I?TS
Midwives in private | | : i
practice ... ' — | 1 | — -— I 1 —_
ORI aer oo 0] s 15 533 | s32 | 1713
Number of cases delivered in institutions but attended by
domiciliary midwives on discharge from institutions
and before the fourteenth day ......cccvvvecsmmsicans el Bo4

Breast Feeding

Number of domiciliary cases in which the infant was
wholly breast fed at the fourteenth day .............. een D)
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Medical Aid Under Section 14 (1) of the Midwives' Act, 1951

There were 120 medical aid forms sent in by domiciliary midwives as
compared with 171 in 1954. The conditions for which medical aid was
spught were as follows:—

Conditions in Mother | Conditions in Child

Congenital abnormalities ......... 6
Convulsions ...... o e 55 cakis R~ |
COTYZA eonserarsssansnse L e M sy S S
Inflammation of or discharge
frOMM EYES .ocssucnnnns e o 22
Prematurity .c..coocvrarmranersnnnss 3
Skin conditions .....eeeasssmrrnnnins arny
Other conditions ...... R BT

ANEMIA ceveirermaecsnnsonasnnossasensas
Ante-partum hesmorrhage .......
BEB.A. .ciisniiassisnisssniannnee S
Breast condition .....c.covvcinneeenes
Ereech presentation ................
Bronchitis ......cieeccasesmmecanes
Delayed labour—Tfirst stage ......

gecond stage ...

third stage .....
Foetal distress ......coccomsesumcnnsnns
Hypertension ....cceeoeommersisncanes
Intra-partum hzmorrhage ......
Malpresentation ............... Eld
PhIehitis ...ccovssramsssnrmnsnnnsannansss
Post-partum hemorrhage ........
Prolapsed €OPd ......icovvmnennasenees
Pyrexia cccccemneresisisemnmeeianianiones
Retained placenta .......ccceeeennees
Ruptured perineum .........o....-
Threatened abortion ..........c.eeee
Other conditions .............. Sy

T

Bo b 0 b D

B sk MR O3 0 M

|.h.|..
e L3 e

Emergency Maternity Lnit

During the year the Emergency Maternity Unit operating from the
Oldham and District General Hospital was called out to two domiciliary
cazes attended by municipal midwives for the following pmergencies :—

Post-partum h&morrhage ..........cooee 2

HEALTH VISITING SERVICE
(Section 24)

 There has been no material change in the service during the year. The
ctatistical return summarises the work undertaken by the health visitors.

There iz complete co-ordination with the School Health Service, all
health visitors being appointed school nurses and the Superintendent Health
Visitor being Superintendent School Nurse.

One health visitor undertakes whole-time duties in connection with
tuberculosis and attends the Chest Clinic at Oldham and District General
Hospital.

With the continued shortage of health visitors it was not possible to
arrange for a health visitor to attend the Venereal Diseases Clinic at the
Oldham and District General Hospital.

v
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At the beginning of the year the staff consisted of :—

1 Superintendent Health Visitor,

1 Deputy Superintendent Health Visitor,
1 Senior Health Visitor,

6 Health Visitors,

1 Health Visitor (part-time).

During the vear three health visitors and the senior health visitor
resigned and three health visitors joined the staff, one of whom was 1
student health visitor who obtained her certificate in June. At the end
of the vear in addition to the Superintendent Health Visitor, the Deputy
Superintendent Health Visitor and the health visitor engaged on
tuberculosis duties, five health visitors devoting 2/11ths of their time to the
School Health Service were employed and the senior school nurse/health
visitor employed by the Education Committee was devoting 4/11ths of her
time to duties in the Health Visiting Service.

Owing to the depleted staff of health visitors it was necessary to
continue to employ full-time and part-time public health nurses to
undertake duties at the infant welfare centres, immunisation and
vaccination clinics and on visits in connection with infectious diseases. At
the end of the year 3 public health nurses were employed (2 full-time and
1 part-time).

The tuberculosis health visitor, Mrs. M. M. Turner, who commenced
duties in December, 1954, resigned and terminated her services on the 12th
March. In June, Mrs. S. Clayton, who had been undertaking part-time
duties as a health visitor, was appointed to this post and commenced duties.

The scheme for the appointment of student health visitors continued
throughout the year and six student health visitors commenced training at
the Manchester College of Technology in September. This is the highest
number of students appointed in any one year since the commencement of
the scheme. In May, approval was obtained for the pstablishment of
student health visitors to be increased from 6 to 8 as a temporary measure.

The Housing Committee has agreed to provide housing accommodation
for married health vizitors., This facility, however, has not been requested

to date.

Arrangements exist for one or more health visitors to attend a
refresher course each year. One health visitor attended a course arranged
by the Royal College of Nursing and held in London from the 14th to the
96th November, and one health visitor attended a course arranged by the
Women Public Health Officers’ Association and held in Manchester from

the 21st to the 23rd July.

In May, the Deputy Superintendent Health Visitor and the senior
school nurse/health visitor attended courses arranged by the University
of Manchester Department of Education of the Deaf for the training eof
selected health visitors in the ascertainment of deafness in young children.

The Superintendent Health Visitor and one other health visitor are
included in the Car Allowances Scheme of the Corporation as " casual
users.” At the present time only the Superintendent is using her car

under the Scheme.
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The following table summarises the work of the health visitors during
the year:—
Number of Visits Paid by Health Visitors
Tuber-
HEALTH VISITORESE culosis
Visiter
L P R A, 3 I e B
Number of Children | Children | Children I Tuber-
¢hildren Expectant | under 1year age1and age 2but | culous Other Total
under 5 Mothers of age under 2 under 5 | House- = Cases  visits paid
vears of . years years helds | to tuber-
agevisitedl — | ""1' Sk e culous
during  First | Total | First | Total | Total Total | Total Total | households}
yvear Yisiu]‘r'isit_e. Visits | Vigits 1 Visits Visite | Visits Visits |
7.626 12 14 1,788 | 6,469 | 3.BO0Z 6, 95% 117# 6,748 1,380
{ I :
+Visits by Health Visitor other than Tuberculosis Visitor.
The 6,748 visite made by health visitors to other cases were made up
as follows ::—
Premature Births ...... P S S AR A Sy it 5
Handicapped Children ........cociemmmnnacaess e 151
Cases of Infectious Diseases:
Whooping Cough ...ccceviciiiininriananiian. el T
Measles ..... R oot el A s B s b e . 456 3
Ophthalmia Neonatorum ..o, 7
DYSeRtETY oveesvinnncnes S e O s R A e 3,783
Nursery Accommodation ..., 152
Daily Minders ....... Y SRS 6 ;
Applications for provision of domestic help .auvesves 732 i
Aged and Infirm Persoms .........ccoociisisinnnens 493
M.E.C. Investigation .......ccceeuannees R e L T49
(HheT ViSlS ..oocisamssrrssmnnassssasesomninnianipsmesnsnnmsats : 197
Sl i
6,748 - |
|
The total number of visits during the year is 31,265, which includes
5,547 ineffective visits. :
The following attendances were made by health visitors at Infant
Welfare Centres, Clinics, Nurseries and Nursery Classes:—
Infant Welfare Centres ........csserssesaserananss 818
Day Nurseries ..... S e e L e R el Rt 87
Nursery ClasSes .....ccecanvrinriinmianine il s b T5
Chest Clinfe .....ciccovvenmmnnnns e Shsian enan 114
Special ClinIEs .voveeeveicasnsranannes AR 4
Immunisation Clinl¢ .......... e s oy S B
Vaccination Clinie ...... e N e B e e :
Post-Natal CUNIE ....vceesirecossnrsnsessanssasnsanss &2 I
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Oldham Mothers' Circle

- The Oldham Mothers’ Circle had yet another successful year. The
Circle, which is a voluntary activity, has a committee consisting of eight
mothers, together with a President, Secretary and Treasurer. The mectings
are held fortnightly in the evening at the Community €entre, Clegg Street,
when a small charge is made to members to cover the cost of the room.

The object of the Circle is to enable mothers to have an evening free
of their everyday responsibilities, where they can meet other mothers and
discuss topics of the day. The health visitors devote much of their leisure
time to the Circle and during the year talks, films and demonstrations were
given on a wide range of subjects and visits were also n'rg:miﬁecl to local
and other industries. The mothers enjoyed a visit to a pantomime in
Manchester and summer evening trips in the country.

The activities of the Circle are promoting a keen interest in the care
of young children, better home conditions and a more solid parental
relationship in the home. With the continued increase in membership the
work of the health visitors in this voluntary field should assist considerably
in promoting and establishing a better foundation in the home and will
prevent the break-up of family life.

!Iﬁ}IE NURSING
(Section 25)

There was no change in the organisation or administration of the
service during the year.

The services of a district nurse can be obtained by a general
practitioner on application to the Superintendent at *“ Glenthorne,'" 57,
Gueen's Road (Tel.: MAIn 4809). No night service is provided but evening
visits are made to patients where necessary. There is always a member of
the staff on duty for evening calls and in an emergency the services of a
district nurse can be obtained at any hour of the night. Telephones are
installed in the homes of all district nurses.

Patients discharged from hospital requiring nursing care are notified
to the Superintendent by the almoners who give the case history and the
name of the general practitioner responsible for the patient. By this
arrangement close co-operation is provided between the hospitals and the
Home Nursing Service.

The fullest co-operation i= received from the general practitioners.
Doctors have been requested to issue a note prescribing the treatment
required, and the district nurse does not attend a patient unless this written
authority is available. .

Four autocycles, purchased in 1954, are provided for the three male
district nurses and one female district nurse who covers the outlying
district of Bardsley. These vehicles are maintained by the authority. All
other district nurses use ‘public transport, but at week-ends and in
exceptional circumstances, e.g., shortage of staff or extraordinary pressure
of work, transport is provided by the Ambulance Een':l‘r:e,
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At the beginning of the year the staff consisted of : —
1 Queen's Superintendent,
5 Queen’s Nurses (4 female, 1 male),
7 District Nurses (5 female, 2 male),
2 District Nurses (female) (part-time).

Miss M. Dixon, S.R.N. S.CM., QN, Superintendent, resigned and
terminated her duties on the 3rd December prior to her marriage. Her
successor was not appointed until the new year.

Three female auxiliaries undertake simple bathing and give personal
attention to patients. ~ These auxiliaries are only employed on selected
cases and always under supervision. During the year the auxiliaries made
3,336 visits.

Four district nurses (including one who had undertaken part-time
service in the previous year) were appointed and commenced duties. One
district nurse left the service and one was granted leave of absence from
the 31st October. i

On the 31st December the staff employed was as follows : —
- Queen's Superintendent,
6 Queen’s Nurses (4 female, 2 male),
& District Nurses (7 female, 1 male),
1 District Nurse (female) tpart-time],’_g-

Two distriet nurses (1 male and 1 female) attended a refresher course
for district nurses arranged by the Queen’s Institute of District Nursings
one at St. Andrew's, Fife, from the 22nd to the 29th March, and one at’
Oxford from the 12th to the 19th September.

Queen’s Institute of District Nursing

The local health authority is in membership with the Queen's
Institute of District Nursing and the Service was inspected by an Inspector
of the Institute in June.

This authority is also a member of the North Western Federation of
the Queen's Institute of District Nursing, and the Chairman of the Home
Nursing Sub-Committee (Councillor J. H. Broadbent), Mr. T. E. C. Crozier,
and the Medical Officer of Health, represented the authority at meetings
of the Federation.

There i= approval for one student nurse to be appointed under the
scheme of the Queen's Institute of District Nursing for the training of
district nurses. Mr. F. P. Earnshaw, who commenced a course in October
of last vear, passed the Queen’s Roll examination in February.

Work Undertaken &

There were 2,204 cases (845 males and 1,359 femnales) nursed and 47,939
visits made by district nurses to these cases during the year. These figures
ccmpare with 1,989 cases {743 males and 1,246 females) nursed and 42,600
visits made by district nurses during the previous year,

. ""1'1'.-..\-.-‘-' ne Lps -
reet e e R
S

o e i
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The statistics agaln show an increase in work compared with the
previous year, the new cases accepted -having increased from 1,698 to 1,845,
The number of injections, i.e., penicillin, insulin, liver, vitamin, streptomycin
mersalyl, and cytamin again increased, the total number being 19,644
compared with 16,083 in the previous year, an increase of 3,561 injections

Cases Nursed and Visits Made

Cases on books at 1st Jan.

Loty ol o s P

Total cases nursed during I
] i T R R TR

Cases on hooks at 3151 Dec.

Children Others ' No. of
0-5 5-15 Male Female | Cases

3 2 - |- wa ey 361
73 15 610 1045 I 1543
76 47 | 779 1302 2204

4 | ) 906G 101

Bty

Total

The following table summarises the cases nursed and visits made by
the district nurses during each month of the year:—

[T e Others
| : : - TotalNo.!| Visits by
| 0-5 §-15 | Male | Female |of Cases i District Nurses
January | o T i 363 525 2013
February i 13 = | 1a3 356 524 4740
Masch o0 . 7 ¥ | A 305 548 4019
April : 5 2 160 367 534 4058
May 12 10 155 360 537 4211
June 12 6 ‘ 147 343 508 3709
July 9 10| 144 345 508 3985
August ... i 3 | 182 335 a1 4056
September 10 | 2 | 180 340 532 1021
Oectober 11 B 168 348 535 4057
November ] & 176 367 L] 4188
December 18- A ‘ 148 360 524 3892
New Cases Accepted During Each Month of the Year
Age _.
Groups g 1-5 3-15 15-40 | 40-60 | 60-65 63+ FoTaLs
Month |M|F M |(F M|F M|FIM|FIM|F M|F| M |F
| | B — i | st
Jan. 1—| 2|2 2l—[2]slizlaafw|alaja|n s |
Feb. | 2| 1) 6| 1] 1] 1 6l10|15|21{ 8|15/24]38! 82 | ‘55
Mar. = lm=p—] 2 1=1 T} 9| 6|18 26| 4|10 45|68 37 |l1n
April | —J— "—| 2/ 2/ —| 5({12/15/19]| 7| 7 ;85|61 64 |10
May J—15{ 11 4| #| 1) §)a5; 72| 5 ' 3 s6|42| 63" @3
June L=l CLEd Ry e E 017 & 2 rem SR 5g | D
July 2| 2] 1| 2| 7| 2| 4 (14| S 15| 4110 | 22|38 45 82
Aug. | gLt 4| 21— 3|l el 79|32 52| 75
Sept. 1 =i @ ol | —  A|13 /1917|1310 B3|35' 76 77
Qecr, 1l 1 1| 3" 5] 4 7l |01 2939 & 92
Nov. i —|—| 4|—| 2] 5| 8|17|28/26|11| 5 26)47| 79 | 100
Dec. |—!_—| 5] 2| 2|— 4|rs:1|:u 6| 7/23|43| 51 | 82
Totals| 9 I 12 23|29 | 31 [ 14 67 (149 181 231 | 86 | 91 346 [574 743 [1100
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The following table is a summary of the types of cases nursed and the

visits paid to these cases during the year:—

| | | | Patients | =~ i
| i | included | {h_ildlfl; Patients
| | 1| | in (2 = (70 .:{‘E;," "".” ineluded
[ i 'U.'hl'lwrrr." 't ']-:{ ‘| in (2) =7
. Infecs | opiap,  Matemnal 6% or over| ﬂ:”:rt who have
Medical [Surgical] tious | J 4 07| Compli- | Others | Totals | at the s #3 had more
Diseases] SV | cations time of | © 5 ;'!1'“ | than 24
| ' | the first | O e vigils
| | wigit dor=| TPELVISIES ayuring
| ing the :EE“”:“'; the year
1 : | vear the year |
| 1
¥ | 2) @ | @ | (%) 17 1) () {10y | 1
s L, Lok i = i | RS |
S i I_ | i | |
Number { | |
of Cases | | ! | |
attended...| 1367 | 426 | — | 58 g 351 (2204 | 1139 | 76 10
B ATl [ty - e
| | |
Number | ' ‘ | . '
of Visiis . ! | | |
paid ... ...l35158| 9206 = 1524 12 1932 4:?9.'isii 7853 414 282
1 | 1
3

ity Y i 73
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VACCINATION AND IMMUNISATION
(Section 26)

Immunisation Against Diphtheria and Whooping Cough
Immunisation against diphtheria and whooping cough has continued
throughout the year. Parents are encouraged to have their children
immunized as early as possible after they are 8 months old and, at the end
of the year, according to records available, 45 per cent of the child
population of the Borough aged 0-5 years had received this protection.

Throughout the year the materials used and the dosage given were as
follows : —

Ape
Protection Group Material Used Dosage
Combined Diphtheria and 0-5 yrs. | Suspended Three injections of
Whooping Cough diphtheria-pertussis | 1.0 c.c. each at an
Immunisation (Glaxo) each c.c. | interval of four
containing 20,000 weeks between
million H pertussis injections.
Diphtheria Immunisation 0-10 vrs. AF.T. Two injections of
(a} FPrimary | 0.2 cc. and
Immunisation. 0.5 c.c. with an
interval of four
wieeks between
injections.
10 yrs. T.AF. | Three injections of
& over { 1.0 cc. at four
weekly intervals,
() Re-inforcing 5-10 yrs. APT. One injection of
Injections. 0.5 c.c.
10 yrs. T.A.F. One injection of
and over 1.0 c.c.
Whooping Cough 0-5 yrs. | Suspended whooming | Three injections of
Immunisation l cough vaccine 1.0c.c. each at four
(Glaxo) each c.c. weeldy intervals,
containing 20,000 .
! million H pertussis.

All prophylactic is supplied to general practitioners free of charge and
ean be obtained on application to the Department.

Immunisation of pre-school children is carried out at the infant welfare
centres and day nurseries and also by appointment at the immunization
clinic which is held weekly at the Central Clinic, 29, Queen Street, on
Saturday mornings.

At the school entrance examination, the immunisation state of each
child fs reviewed and parentz are reminded of the importance of
“ reinforcing " injections and the immediate need to give consent for the
first “ reinforcing " injection to be given. Parents of children who have not
received a primary course of injections prior to entering school are again
reminded of the dangers of diphtheria and the urgent need for immunisation
of their children. With the consent of the parents arrangements are made
for these children to receive the nmecessary Injections as early as possible
after the medical examination. Where the number of conszents received
from any one school js sufficiently large, a special session iz arranged at
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+he =chool and parents are invited to be present, In all other cases
58 . ointments are made for the children to attend along with their parents
B Rtk ¥

¢ desired at the Gower Street or Scottfield Clinies according to the school
they attend. '

visits are made periodically to each junior school to ascertain the
mmunisation state of the children attending and the second “ reinforcing "
iniection is offered to all children over the age of 10 years according to
heir immunisation state and, at the same time, the parents of those
L ren who are found not to have recelved any protection at all, or who
have not at this age received the first reinforcing injection, are again
reminded of the urgent need for such injections to be given, and with the

eonsent of the parents the necessary arrangements are made.

Under these arrangements parents are constantly reminded of the
¢ingers of diphtheria and of .the facilities available for the protection
of their children against this disease.

The following table summarises the number of children mmp]etin_g the
tull.course of combined diphtheria and whooping cough immunisation : —

Combined Diphtheria and Whooping Cough Immunisation

! Total

Age in Years |Under| 1-2 | 2-3 | 3-4 | 4-5 | 5-10 |10-15 |under

|1yt | yrs ¥yrs. | yrs. | yrs ¥rs yrs. |16 yrs.

Sessional arrangements | 337 | 159 50 | 36 27 1 e 610

Private Practitioners... | 232 | 121 | 30 j 13 7 (3 M
r ema

Totals ... ...166% |l2s0 | 80 | 40 | ‘34 e B

The following figures indicate the number of children completing the
full course of immunisation against diphtheria only and those receiving
reinforeing injections during the year:—

Diphtheria Immunisation

F 1 ' Total
Ape in Years Under| 1-2 2-3 | 34 | 4-5 | 5-10 | 10-15 | under
! 1 yr. ‘I yrs. | yrs. | yrs. | wvrs. | yrs. | yrs. |15 yrs.
la' Primary E | '
_Immunisation. |
Sessional Arrangements 6 6 8 | T | 4% | 215 57 338
Private Practitioners. .. 5 1 1 =l = 1 2 10
Tetals = I T i 216 | 59 | 348
bl ReinforcIng |
Injections,
1st Reinforcing— 3
sessional Arrangements| — - A e 697 | 314 1284
Private Practitioners... | — — | = | = 39 | 105 2 168
Znd Reinforcing—
Sescional Arrangements | — e — — — 6 | 604 610
Private Practitioners... | — — — — - 3 4B 51
Totals R o | — |32 g1 |oso | o103

o4 e gl
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Whoeoping Cough Immunisation

The following figures indicate the number of children receiving
protection against whooping cough only during the year:—

i

! i Total
Agein Years Under| 1-2 | 2-3 3-4 4-0 | 5~10 | 10-15| under
1yr.| yrs yrs. | yrs- | yrs. | yrs. | yrs, |15 yrs.

sessional arrangements 1 3 — 1 2 — — &

Private Practitioners ; 1 — — — — — 1
, L

Totals 2 2 - ] 1 2 -] — T

Vaccination Against Smallpox

A weekly session is held at the Queen Street Clinic on Monday
mornings primarily for the vaccination of infants,

During the year, 323 children of school age received primary
vaccination and 104 were revaccinated. These figures include 272 primary
vaccinations and 92 revaccinations of children who were offered vaccination
prior to leaving school.

At the periodic examination of school entrants information is obtained
regarding the state of vaccination of the children examined. During the
year, of 1,729 children examined only 501 (28.98 per cent) were found to
have been vaccinated against smallpox. This compares with 23.12 per cent
for the previous year.

The following table indicates the number of persons of all ages
vaccinated and revaccinated : —

- | |
Age at date of Under| 1 year | 24 | 5-14 154
vaccination in years | 1yr. | yTs. | ¥TS. VIS, Totals
Primary Vaccinations, . :! f
Sessional Arrangements 268 26 20 284 13 fill
Private Practitioners ... 288 30 | 18 : 19 63 138
Assistant Medical Officers — e e [ ! | e
Totals .., a66 i 48 323 g5 1058
{ Sk
Re-Vaccinations. { | { ’
Sessional Arrangements | 0 0— —- 1 - 0a 15 108
Private Practitioners .. — — 1] { 12 124 145
Assistant Medical Officers - — — | - G4 G4
Tesalnspaioge b - 10 J' 104 203 317

*These figures relate to members of the staff who were vaccinated or re-vaccifated
by reason of their duties and possible contact with cases of smallpox.

Supplies of lymph are available to all general practitioners on direct
application to the Public Health Laboratory, Monsall Hospital, Newton
Heath, Manchester, 10 (Tel.: COLlyhurst 2733).

TTE
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AMBULANCE SERVICE
(Section 27)

The total number of cases removed was 43,640, which compares with
38,247 in the previous year, an increase of 5,303, The mileage run, 237,414,
which includes a mileage of 49,315 in connection with other services, shows
an increase of 24,074 miles. The area sgerved includes the Saddleworth
district of the West Riding.

The number of cases removed in the County Borough area has again
increased, the total number being 39,565, compared with 34,331 in the
previous year, an increase of 5,234, As in previous years the increase is
almost entirely in cases removed by “ sitting-case " vehicles.

Transport is provided for patients attending the Psychiatric
Out-Patient Department at the Oldham and District General Hospital and
“day care " patients attending the Psychiatric Unit. Sitting-cdse vehicles
are used for this service and the following mileage was involved :—

“ day care " patients, 9,710 miles;  out-patients, 3,419 miles.

In January, an Out-patient Department at the Geriatric Unit was
opened and the conveyance of patients to and from this clinic involved a
mileage of 1,939 miles.

Since the establishment of a Burns and Scalds Unit at the Booth Hall

Hospital, Manchester, all children suffering from burns and scalds are
conveyed direct to this Unit and during the year 46 children were removed.

It is not considered that there has been any extravagant use of the
Ambulance Service and there is satisfactory co-operation with the hospital
staffs. 3

The following figures indicate the number of cases removed:—

Ambulance Car Total

Oldham County Borough ..... 15,101 24,156 39,257
West Riding County Council 1,362 27138 4,075
Lancashire County Council ... 258 — 258
Other Authorities ......... e 41 ] 50
TobB1R. .. ams 16,762 26,878 43,640

e p— e m———

The figures for Lancashire County Council relate to removals following
misdirected ** 999 " calls.

In addition to the above, D cases WEre removed by train, the return
fare of an escort being provided in 3 cases.

In accordance with the National Health Service (Amendment) Act, a
number of removals were effected by other authorities for the 'County
Borough and in 11 cases a charge was made for these removals.

The majority of journeys putside the Borough are to hospitals in the
Manchester area. Journeys beyond these limits are not numerous and long
distance journeys (over 100 miles) are comparatively rare and whenever
possible the patient is conveyed by rail. There were 85 single journeys
over 25 miles but under 50 miles, 40 single journeys over 50 miles but
under 100 miles, and 6 long distance journeys over 100 miles,

© o e v i e
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On the 1st January the fleet consisted of 11 ambulances and 7
sitting-case vehicles, two of the ambulances being used exclusively for civil
defence training.

The following vehicles were taken into service during the year:—

March—RBedford /Lomas large sitting-case vehicle.
September— Bedford /Lomas small sitting-case wvehicle,

The Bedford/Lomas small sitting-case vehicle is a new innovation in
the service. This type of vehicle has proved most successful; it hag a very
economical performance and seats six patients,

During the year, 2 vehicles were removed from service ; —

Ambulance Sitting-case Vehicle
BEBU 490 HBU 425

-
Ambulance BBU 490 was purchased by the Oldham and District
Hospital Management Committee for internal hospital transfers, e.g. ward
to ward removals.

On the 31st December,. the fleet consisted of 10 ambulances and 8
sitting-case wvehicles, All wvehicles are fitted with radio telephone
equipment.

In October, the Establishment Committee approved an increase in the
establishment of Driver/Attendants from 25 to 27. The increase became
essential due to the large increase in the number of patients being
conveyed.

Driver/attendants are entered each year for the National Safe Driving
Competition of the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents. At the
end of the year, out of 25 driver/attendants eligible, 22 had qualified for
an award, 14 received the Annual Diploma, 3 the 5 year bronze medal and
D received a bar to the 5 year bronze medal. '

The alterations and renovations to the old wooden garages at the
Ambulance Depot had not been commenced at the end of the year due to
steel shortage.

Arrangements with Adjacent Health Authorities
West Riding County Council '

By agreement with the West Riding County Council, the Oldham
Ambulance Service accepts and removez all accident, emergency and
infectious cases arising in the Saddleworth area, with the exception of the
occasional case which occurs in the areas remote from Oldham and
proximate to Huddersfield, which is usually removed by one of the County
ambulances based at Huddersfield. Payment for work done is based on
a rate per mile which is determined at the end of each financial wvear,

Lancashire County Counecil v

Owing to the overlapping of telephone areas & number of 999" calls
originating in the County area are still being misdirected to the Oldham
Ambulance Depot. In the interests of all concerned these calls are
accepted by the Oldham Service and the County Council make & payment
of £2 for each removal,
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Tm-nslmrt for Other Services

(1) Midwives' Service

For normal routine duties, midwives who do not own their own cars,
use public transport., For urgent cases during the day and when analgesic
apparatus is required, a car is requested from the Cleansing and Transport
Department. At all other times and over the week-end the Ambulance
Service is responsible for providing transport for these midwives, A Ford
Prefect car is used for this work, the wvehicle being garaged at the
Ambulance Depot and driven by a driver/attendant. The mileage incurred
in connection with this service was 20,244 miles compared with 17,614 for
the previgus year.

(2) Home Nursing Service

The district nurses use public transport, but at week-ends and in
exceptional circumstances, e.g. shortage of staff, or extraordinary pressure
of work, transport is provided by the Ambulance Service. A total mileage
of 1,919 miles was involved compared with 2,577 miles for the previous
year.

Four auto-cycles are used by district nurses. These are supplied with
petrol and oil, and are maintained by the mechanics at the Depot.

(3) Mental Health Service
Regular transport has been provided throughout the year for the
conveyance of children to and from the Occupation Centre and the Creche.

In September, the Creche children were transferred from the Occupation-

Centre to premises at the Arthurs Industrial Centre. Males attending the
Arthurs Industrial Centre are encouraged to make their own way by public
transport but where they are unable to do so owing to their disabihity
they are conveyed to and from the centre by sitting-case vehicle.

The mileage for this service has increased considerably, this being the
first full yvear's working of the Arthurs Industrial Centre. The transfer
of the Creche to the Glen Mill site, has made it necessary for these
children to have separate transport, where previously they shared transport
with the Occupation Centre children, and also accounts for some increase
in the mileage. The total mileage run was 27,152 miles which compares
with 21,145 miles for the previous year.

The service provides emergency transport for the mental health
visitors who are also duly authorised officers.

The following statistics relate to the work of the Ambulance Service
during the year and include removals undertaken for the West Riding of
Yorkshire and other authorities : —

Ambulancez Sitting-caze Tolal
Vehicles
Mumber of vehicles at 31st December 10 8 18
Number of patients carried ............ 16,762 26,878 43,640
Mumber of accident = and other
emergency removals ................. 3,876 136 4,012
Total mIleAEe ...cvurrrisransrincnass e 65,697 171,717 237,414

(The mileage shown includes journeys in connection with other
services.)
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Civil Defence

The sectional training of Civil Defence volunteers has continued
throughout the year.

PREVENTION OF ILLNESS, CARE AND AFTER-CARE
(Section 28)
Tuberculosis

Detaijls of notified cases and other statistics relating to tuberculosis
are given in the Infectious Diseases Section of the Report.

There has been no change in the staffing arrangements. Dr. H. 8.
Bagshaw, Chest Phyesician, undertakes dutiez in connection with
Prevention and After-Care and the Tuberculosis Health Visitor assists at
the Chest Clinic s=essions. Dr. Bagshaw is also awvailable for regular
consultation on problems which arise in connection with tuberculous
patients. These arrangements provide for co-operation between the
preventive and curative services. :

The supply of milk to patients attending the Chest Clinic has been
continued and suitable cases in need of extra nourishment are referred to
the Public Health Department so that orders can be issued. During the -
vear, 40 individual patients were issued with 254 orders for the supply
of free milk, Each order permits the supply of milk for the period of four
weeks, and 179 orders were for two pints per day and 75 orders for one
pint per day.

On the recommendation of the Medical Officer of Health the Housing
Committee gives re-housing priority to cases of pulmonary tuberculosis
with a positive sputum and certain other cases receive some degree of
priority., During the year, priority recommendations were made in respect
of T casez and 6 families were re-housed under this arrangement.

Mass Miniature Radiography

The Manchester Regional Hospital Board has a mobile unit based at
Rochdale which serves the County Boroughs of Bury, Oldham and Rochdale
and also adjacent County Districts. The unit did not visit the Borough
during the year but it is proposed to undertake a survey in Oldham in the
spring of next year (1856).

In accordance with Ministry of Health Circular 64/50, Home Office
Circular 228/50 and Ministry of Education Circular 248, staff requiring
x-ray examination prior to engagement and at regular intervals are
referred to a Mass Miniature Radiography Unit for an x-ray of the chest,
During the year 127 members of the Public Health Department, 71
members of the Education Department and 9 members of the Children’s
Department were gent for examination.

In almost all cases the x-ray examination of entrants to courses of
training for teaching and to the teaching profession is undertaken by the
Mass Miniature Radiography Service of the Manchester Regional Hospita)l
Board and in only occasional cases is it necessary for this examination
to be made at a hospital or chest clinic and a charge incurred.
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B.C.G. Vaccination

The following arrangements are in operation:—

Vaceination of Contacts — The vaccination of selected contacts of
known tuberculosis cases in accordance with Ministry of Health Circular
72/49 has been continued. The arrangements are under the control and
supervision of Dr. H. S. Bagshaw, Chest Physician. During the year, 105
children (55 boys, 50 girls) and 2 adults (females) who were found to
be Mantoux negative, received vaccination. Subsequent Mantoux tests

were positive.

Vaccination of School Children. — In accordance with Ministry of
Health Circular 22/53 and following modification of the proposals in the
previous year, the vaccination of clder school children has been commenced.
The parents of children who would reach 13 during the year were offered
B.C.CG. vaccination. The arrangements are under the control of the
Medical Officer of Health and medical officers who have received special
instruction in B.C.G. vaccination undertake these duties.

The following figures relate to the work undertaken during the
year:—

MNo. of children offered B.C.G. .......ccooveennnn HES S 527
No. of acceplanCes .....ocoveiiisnisraramnierinsnisannnaes. 307
Percentage accepting .......ocieiiniimriiaae. 58
No. excluded on medical grounds ...........ccveiiinnanns 8
No. completing skin testing ..o, 287
" NO. POSILIVE .iviiuremrriisrrnnirnnnrmnsas e e i |
Percentage POSILIVE ..ooivceiriininiiimmiminesimneia. 25 3
NO. NEZALIVE .oovcururnrrnrissansiiinesanss Y rel e LR, 216 :
No. receiving vaccipation ..., 214
No. positive at subsequent skin 1| S R e ceen 204

The 10 children who were not Mantoux positive following vaceination
were still being followed-up at the end of the year.

Special Investigations in Schools

The combined use of Mantoux testing and miniature X-ray
examination provides a valuable approach in the tracing of contacts and
the ascertaining of early or missed cases of pulmonary tuberculosis where
a known =ource of infection exisis.

Where a group of children or individuals have been in close contact
with an open casze (sputum positive) a certain - procedure should be

followed, If the case occurs in a school :—
1. All staff should be Mantoux tested and X-rayed.

2 . All children should be Mantoux tested.
2 Children who show a positive reaction should be X-rayed.

Investigation 1/55
In December, 1954, a teacher in a secondary technical school was

notified as suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis (sputum positive) and
was subsequently admitted to sanatorium. The parents of children
attending the school and the staff were advised of the facilities available.
The staff, with the exception of one teacher, and all the parents of the
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pupils agreed to co-operate in the investigation. The Medical Director of
the No. 6 Mass Radiography Unit of the Manchester Regional Hospital
Board willingly agreed for the mobile unit to visit the school to undertake
the X-ray examinations. As a result of this investigation, one teacher
was found to be suffering from active pulmonary tuberculosis and was
immediately excluded from duty being subsequently admitted to
sanatorium, No other cases of tuberculosis were diagnosed among the
staff or children.

Investigation 2/55

In August, a teacher in a primary school was notified as suffering
from pulmonary tuberculosis (sputum positive). . She taught in the infant
department but had contact with children in the junior department. The
parents of all children attending the school and the staff were advised of
the facilities available and all the parents and staff co-operated in the
investigation. By arrangement with Dr. H. 8. Bagshaw, Chest Physician,
the necessary X-ray examinations were undertaken at the Chest Clinic,
a small camera unit being used.

The X-ray examination of all the members of the staff was
satisfactory but the children X-rayed (34) were recalled for a large film
and clinical examination. As a result of these examinations, two children
were accepted and notified as early cases of pulmonary tuberculosis
(Cases 9 and 10). A third child, who was under observation prior to the
investigation, was also accepted as an early case (Case 7). As a
precautionary measure, 32 children were kept under cbservation, 12 by the
Chest Physician, and 20 by an assistant medical officer. It is gratifying
to report that none of these children was found to be suffering from
tuberculosis.

No. of children Investigation Investigation
1/565 2/56
Mantoux tested .......... 381 160
Mantoux positive ....... 162 a1
R-TAyed 167 34
No. of staff
o R R 25 7

AMedical Research Council—Anti-Tuberculosis Investigation

The Medical Research Council iz undertaking controlled clinical trials
of anti-tuberculosis vaccines and in July, 1951, the Ancillary Services Sub-
Committee readily agreed to co-cperate in these investigations. The
volunteers taking part in the trials are leavers from the Secondary Modern
Schools who left during the 18 months September, 1951, to March, 1953.
When the survey commenced these pupils were about to enter the 15-25
age group, one which is known to produce a very large number of cases of
tuberculosis. The details of the investigation are fully described in earlier
reports.

The Medical Research Council provides the medical, radiological and
clerical staffs and the mobile X-ray unit but the nursing staff of the School
Health Service undertakes the home visiting.
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The first stage of this survey was completed by December, 19052, all
the children who volunteered having been X-rayed, Mantoux tested and

celected children having received B.C.G. or Vole vaccipation. No more
children were admitted to the echeme, but every child who completes one
ceries of tests will be carefully watched for a period of at least three
vears and will be offered an annual X-ray examination.

the Borough in February and August
in order to make follow-up examinations of the children already admitted
to the scheme and of the 1,163 children invited to attend 612 attended.
These examinations Wwere carried out by the Medical Research Council's
Mass Radiography Unit at the Community Centre, Clegg Street. The
volunteers were asked to attend between 4-30 p.m. and 8 p.m.

During the year the Unit visited

and School Nurses are assigting in the follow-up

The Health Visitors
par visited the homes of 52 children in

of the children and during the y
order to complete the follow-up reports.

I am indebted to Dr. S. Keidan, Physician-in-Charge of the Unit, for

the following report:—

“Supervision of the Oldham children partieipating in the national
anti-tuberculosis vaceines trial has continued throughout the year. The
annual postal enguiry about the health of the volunteers Was made, and
each person invited to attend a centre for the X-ray examination of the
chest carried out by the Medical Research Council Mobile Radiography

Unit. These examinations were held during the evenings and there was

only a slight falling off in attendance in comparison with previous years.
b

An important contribution to the
the annual home visit made by Heal
about their health during the previous tw
their employment. This personal interview
people to keep the appointment made for an X-
chest and maintains their interest in the trial.

The First Report to be published early in 1956 establishes beyond
guestion the short-term value of vaccination of young people. The results
show that a general vaccination echeme at the age of 14-15 should reduce
the number of cases of tuberculosis developing in adolescents by about a

half.

The report includes complete results for the first two and a half years
of the investigation, with supplementary information up to four Years.
Until the scheme has continued for a further period it will not be possible
to say for how lomg the protection given by the vaccine will last, and
whether these protected from tuberculosis in the first few years after
vaccination will remain protected in later life. Until more is known of the
duration of protection given by the vaccine it is also not possible to decide

definitely the most suitable age at which it should be given.
Finally, although the vaccine can make a substantial contribution to

the prevention of tuberculosis, it should mot be assumed that efforts to
control the disease by other means can be relaxed. The investigation is

still in progress and further reports will appear later.”

th Visitors to obtain information
elve months and the nature of
also encourages the young
ray examination of the

‘follow-up’ of these volunteers is s
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Co-operation With Voluntary Associations
No specific duties have been delegated to voluntary organisations.

The Home Nursing Sub-Committee made a grant of £5 5s. 0d. for the
financial year 1955/56 to the National Association for the Prevention of
Tuberculosis in support of the general work which the Association
undertakes in the fight against tuberculosis.

Mo patients were admitted to tuberculosis colonies during the year.
A male aged 25 years (admitted 1953) left the British Legion Village,
Preston Hall, Maidstone, in February, having completed an eighteen month
training course as a motor mechanic and driver. A male aged 45 years
(admitted 1950) continued to remain in the East Lancashire Tuberculosis
Colony, Great Barrow, near Chester. :

Mental Ilness or Defectiveness

The arrangements for the care and after-care of persons suffering
from mental illness or defectiveness are fully described in the Mental
Health Section of this report. In a few cases special walking frames have
been supplied to assist the defective to learn to walk and become ambulant.

Other Types of Illness

There has been co-operation between the hospital staffs and the
officers of the department, and requests were received for information
with’ regard to patients. Assistance has been given through the Home
Nursing and Domestic Help Services to patients discharged from hospital.

Provision of Nursing Requisites and Apparatus
(a) By the Local Health Authority

(i) Tuberculous Cases

Nursing requisites are available through the Chest Clinie. During the
vear, 8 patients received nursing requisites and at the end of the year 10
patients were receiving this assistance. The following table shows the
items issued during the year, and the equipment on loan at the 31st
December : —

No. issued ~ MNo. on loan

Item during the year at 31st Dec.
Beds ......... 4 3
Matiresses .....ciiiizansm-s- i1 4
. Mattress Covers .......... . 6 4
Elankets ... iciiicsamnamanss 15 18
Pillows ...... e R 6 9
Urinals .......... = i 1 fof gt |
2 IE i = e e S - 1
Alr-rings ........ 2 2
Rubber Sheets ......coccueuse 4 -

iii) Maternity Cases

The arrangements with the Midwives' Service for the loan of nursing
requisites required for the mother and her baby have been continued. Beds,
mattresszes, blankets, pillows, cot sheets, cot blankets, bed pans, air-rings,
hot water bottles, and nightdresses are available.
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{iii) Other Cases

The St. John Ambulance Brigade loan nursing requisites to general
medical and surgical cases and the Local Health Authority supplies beds,
bedding and fire guards in special cases.

{b) By Voluntary Organisations

(i) St. John Ambulance Brigade (Oldham Corps),
Medical Comforts Depot, Park Road, Oldham.

General medical and surgical cases in need of nursing reguisites can
obtain these through the Medical Comforts Depot. Nursing requisites are
obtained on the certificate of a medical practitioner and the Brigade have
agreed to make available such items of equipment as the Medical Officer
of Health may consider nmecessary. A deposit is charged when an article
is loaned but this is refunded on its return. The depot is open Monday—
Friday from 7-30 p.m. to 9 p.m. During the year, 476 patients received
assistance and 756 articles were loaned. The following table shows the
items issued during .the year and the equipment on loan at the 31st
December i —

No. issued MNo. on loan

Ttem during the year at 31st Dec.
Alr-rings ..ccoiiireiaiiiainens 127 34
Bed cradles .....iecesecess (i 6
Bed PADE «.iuissnaiiannsvssasn 180 82
Bed reats oo e 94 41
Bed tables .......ccevvsnmncanan 3 2 .
Commodes  .cococcacicirisss 4 12 -
Crutches (pairs) ........... ] 8
Enamel bowls and dishes 3 -
Feeding CUPS «ccveeenenevens 21 T
Invalid chairs .............. 27 28
Rubber sheets ......coceenns 183 BT
Sorbo beds ..coicieeisieaens 1 1
Sputum MUES ....ccoeemene 1 -
TIEINALE i Fucisannimmmam i 94 50
Walking sticks ............ 4 6

For the financial year 1955/56 the Home Nursing Sub-Committee
reimbursed the Brigade in respect of all establishment charges incurred
at the Medical Comforts Depot and made a grant of £60 for the
replacement of nursing requisites.

A female aged 57 years suffering from rheumatoid arthritis continued
to have the loan of an automatic page turning machine which was supplied
through the St. John and British Red Cross Hospital Library Department,
East Lancashire Branch, in 1853.

{(ii} ©Oldham and District Health Services
Contributory Association.
The Home Nursing Sub-Committee made a grant of £25 to this
Association in respect of the finaneial vear 1955/66 for the facilities they
provide for the loan of nursing equipment and convalescence.
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Convalescence

No complete scheme for convalescence has been approved by the
Health Committee, but it has been agreed that in special circumstances
cases may be recommended 1o the Committee for consideration. No cases
were sent under these arrangements during the year.

The Local Eduecation Authority have arrangements for providing
convalescence for school children, suitable cases being recommended
through the School Hedlth Serviee. During the year, 2 children (2 girls)
were sent for a period of convalescence under these arrangements,

The Eduecation Committee again agreed to meet the cost of providing
diabetic children with two weeks holiday at one of the holiday camps
sponsored by the Diabetic Association, but no suitable cases came to notice
during the year. .

DOMESTIC HELP SERVICE
- { Section 29)

There was no change in the organisation or administration of the
service during the vear. The Domestic Help Organiser is responsible to
the Medical Officer of Health for the general supervision of the service.

The following figures show the numbers of domestic helps emplﬂjred
at the beginning and at the end of the year:—

| 1at Jan, st Daee.
f Whole-time (30 hours or more per week) [*~ 18 i 12

by Part-time (under 30 hours per week) ...... Lo 50 ¥ 60
e At the beginning of the year the full charge was 3s. 1d. per hour.
' This was increased to 3s. 2d. per hour from the 10th January to cover the
increase in the administrative costs. The charge was further increased
to 3s. 4d. per hour from the 16th May following a wage award of the North
B Western Whitley Couneil for manual workers.

| All eases are assessed according to income and the applicants advised
of the proposed charge. Persons wishing to appeal against the assessment
may do so and the appeals are submitted for review to a Special Section
of the Home Nursing Sub-Committee.

Dumestic'he]p is provided free of charge to blind and tuberculous
persons. Persons entitled to national assistance and having the services
of a domestic help, are assessed in the normal manner and an arrangement
has been agreed with the Board whereby the amount assessed is recovered
from the user.

| In recent years the work of the service has increased without a

corresponding increase in the administrative staff employed. This has

=  resulted in the Organiser making fewer visits and during the year 272

——wisits were made. : . lig
=

I = During the year domestic help was provided for 1,024 cases, which

compares with 818 cases for the previous year. This increase is almost

f*2 entirely due to assistance given to aged persons.
| L
| \
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The following table summarises the cases receiving assistance:—

Type of | At ist | New l?&{iiﬁfl Cases At 3lst
| | |
Case | January | Cases  Assistance Removed December
| ; : |
Sickness R | i A e 69 40
i ! i ¥
Maternity | [ : o
Cases 1 — J 2 27 | 26 1
Tuberculosis | —_— ! 5 | - PR 3 2
Old Age & | | g
Sickness 420 416 £36 ' 336 500
: i ' |
Blind B e L T 31
Totals: 490 534 1024 | 450 574

Night Attendants :

The arrangements for the provision of a night attendant in cases
where a patient is acutely ill or living alone, or where the relatives need
some temporary night help, have been continued.

In October the charge for this service was increased from 12s. 6d. per
session to 18s. 6d. per session. This amount is recoverable from the patient

but as the majority of cases receiving this assistance are old age
b

pensioners, in only a few cases can the full charge be made.

There were 4 night attendants who undertook regular duties and
additional assistance was obtained when there was a heavy demand on the
service.

Number Of CHSESE ....iivesrvesrsssssssssssssssnnnanas 823
Number of “night sessions” ..................... 399

These figures compare with 77 cases and 753 “night sessions” for the
previous year.

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICE

All matters relating to Mental Health and Mental Deficiency are
referred to the Mental Health Sub-Committee of the Health Committee.
The Sub-Committee consists of eight members of the Health Committee
and four co-opted members.

The Council have appointed the Mental Health Sub-Committee a
special Committee under Section 85 of the Local Government Act, 1933,
and delegated to the Sub-Committee all the powers of the local health
authority under paragraphs (a) and (b) of Section 30 of the Mental
Deficiency Act, 1913 (as amended by subsequent Acts). All other
proceedings of the Sub-Committee are subject to confirmation by the
Health Committee and the Council.

The Medical Officer of Health is responsible for the administration of
the service and is assisted by the Medical Officers of the Department and
the Lay Administrative Officer,
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Staff
Medical Staff
During the year, Dr. A. J. 1. Kelynack and Dr. G. P. Donnelly, both
of whom had special clinical duties, left to take up other appoiniments.

Dr. W. R. Falconer, Assistant Medical Officer, undertakes special-
clinical duties in the Department and this officer, together with Dr. A1
Starkie, Senior Assistant Medical Officer, are approved by the Authority
for the purposes of the Mental Deficiency Aets, 1913-1938. These officers
are also approved by the Minister of Health for the purposes of making
recommendations under Sections 1 (3) and 5 (3) of the Mental Treatment
Act, 1830.

The services of Dr. G. 8. Robertson, Medical Superintendent,
Calderstones Hospital, and Consultant in Mental Deficiency, Oldham
Hospital Group, are available to the Local Health Authority, and his
opinion is always obtained in cases which present any difficulty or doubt.

Dr. Arthur Pool, Consultant Psychiatrist to the Oldham Hospital
Group, is also Consultant Psychiatrist to the Local Health Authority.

Social Workers
The establishment provides for the appointment of the following social
workers : — :
Mental Health Visitors, who also act as Duly

Authorised Officers ...cocvieeneniie. 3
Psychiatric Social Worker, or Mental Health
o Et R o e P R e 1

At the beginning of the year 4 mental health visitors were employed.

In February, Mr. W. Davies terminated his duties to take up the post
of Senior Duly Authorised Officer, City and County of Kingston-upon-
Hull, and his post was not filled until November. :

Mr. A. White, Senior Mental Health Visitor and Duly Authorised
Officer, terminated his duties in May and Mr. W. Davies was appointed
to fill the vacancy and returned from Hull, taking up his duties in August.

Miss J. J. Halliday terminated her appointment in September.

Mr. P. Hudson and Miss A. Kelly were appointed to the staff and
commenced duties in November and December respectively.

In May, and until the end of the year, owing to the shortage of staff,
Mr. T. P. McKniff undertook duties as temporary duly authorised officer.
He had previously undertaken duties in this capacity.

At the end of the year there was once again a full staff of social
WOTrKers.

One Mental Health Visitor, who also acts as Duly Authorised Officer,
is included as a casual user in the scheme of Motor Car Allowances for

the Corporation.

Psychologist

The establishment also provides for the-appointment of a Psychologist
This officer undertakes duties in connection with the Child Guidance Clinic
(two sessions per week), which is provided by the Education Committee,
and by arrangement with the Oldham and District Hospital Management
Committee, is the Psychologist to the Elizabeth Martland Unit,
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Oecupation Centre
The establichment allows for the appointment of 1 Supervisor, 2
Assistant Supervisors, and 2 Domestic Helpers.

Creche :
The establishment allows for the appointment of 2 Creche Attendants.

Industrial Centre

In February, approval was given te the appeointment of an additional
Handicraft Instructor and the existing post was upgraded to Senior
Handicraft Instructor.

Training of Mental Health Workers .

Two mental health visitors attended the one week residential course
at Hollyroyde Residential College, Manchester, in April, organised by the
Extra-Mural Department of Manchester University.

The Psychologist attended the Annual Conference of the British
Psychological Society held in Durham, from the 14th-18th April.

At the beginning of the year, Miss E. Boyling, Assistant Supervisor,
was attending the course arranged by the National Association for Mental
Health to qualify staff for the training of ireducable children. Miss
Boyling had been granted leave of absence without pay and in July was
successful in obfaining the Diploma issued by the Acgsociation.

L}

Co-ordination with Regional Hospital Boards and
Hospital Management Cominittees

The staff of the Mental Health Service have received the fullest
co-operation from the Consultant Psychiatrists of the Oldham Hnspita'i
Group and also from the Group Secretary, Mr. F. W. Barnett, who acts
as Clerk.

Dr. G. S. Robertson, the Consultant in Mental Deficiency, visits
Oldham at regular intervals and his opinion is requested in cases where
problems of diagnosis or disposal arise. His services are especially
appreciated in the cases of adults who have not been ascertained or

notified as defectives before leaving school.

Dr. Arthur Pool, in his capacity as Consultant Psychiatrist to the
Local Health Authority, holds a weekly discussion group with the medieal
officers and all the mental health social workers when new cases are

discussed and the problems and progress of other patients reported. This |

arrangement facilitates co-ordination between the hospital and preventive
services.

The mental health visitors and the psychologist undertake duties at
the Oldham and District General Hospital, both in the Elizabeth Martland
Unit and in the Psvchiatric Out-Patient Clinic, which are the responsibility
of the hospital service. The mental health visitors visit the mental wards
and assist with group and recreational therapy. The Management
Committee reimburse the Health Committee the full cost of these services.

The Mental Health Visitors have continued to supervise mental
defectives on licence. They prepare all reports required in connection with
these cases and any reports for cases whose orders for detention are
subject to review under Section 11 of the Mental Deficiency Act,
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The Mental Health Visitors also prepare a detailed social history for
patients suffering from mental illness and admitted to a Mental Hospital
and this is forwarded to the hospital concerned shortly after the patient’s
admission. They prepare any further reports that may be reguired on

home conditions prior to the patient’s discharge if requested.

The constitution of the Mental Health Sub-Committee allows for the
member of the Oldham and District Hospital Management Committee
co-opted on the Health Committee to be a member. Alderman Sir Frank
Lord, O.B.E. J.P.,, Chairman of the Hospital Management Committee, 1S
the member for the vear 1955-56.

Co-operation with Voluntary Associations
No specific duties have been delegated to voluntary organisations.

Twc members of the Oldham Council for Mental Health are co-opted
on to the Mental Health Sub-Committee, and in May the Health Committee
appointed the Rev. G. M. Wylie and Miss I. M. Brislee as members for the
current municipal year.

During the year the Rev. G. R. Lloyd left the town and ceased to he
a member of the Mental Health Sub-Committee. He joined the Sub-
Committee in 1948, when it was constituted and was associated with the
developments of the Service. The Sub-Committee recorded its appreciation
of the service he had rendered during these years.

The Mental Health Sub-Committee agreed to make a grant of £25 for
the financial vear 1955,/56, to the National Association for Mental Health
in support of the general work which the Association undertakes in the
field of Mental Health.

Prevention of Illness, Care and After-Care

The majority of patients are Dow being referred either to the
Psychiatric Out-Patient Department or to the Mental Health Visitors for
advice rather than for immediate admission to hospital.

In a number of cases a domicillary visit is arranged with the
Consultant Psychiatrist— this is always done with the approval of the
general practitioner—and on such visits a Mental Health Visitor

accompanies the Consultant.

There were 121 new cases referred to the Department during the year.
Of these 23 required no action with regard to admission to hospital or
attendance at the out-patient clinie, and their problems were resolved
after discussion with the Consultant Psychiatrist and by follow-up visits,
The disposal of the remaining 98 cases was as follows : —

Admitted to Part ITT Accommodation ...... 2
Admitted to Geriatric Wards ........ gt = NI
Referred to Consultant Geriatrician ......... 4
Referred to Psychiatric O.P. CHnic ......... 35
Admitted for day care ........ 8

Admitted to Mental Hospitals ......cccccoevenens 43*
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*The 43 patients receiving treatment in Mental Hospitals  were
admitted as follows:— .

Under Order (3 day) .....oooee 7
Under Order (I4 day) .........
Under Summary Reception
Orders ....o..c.oe- REn ey 2 :
; As Voluntary patients ........ R |
As Temporary patients ......... 1

Following the admission of a patient to the Elizabeth Martland Unit,
or other mental hospital, arrangements are made for relatives to be
referred to the Mental Health Visitors for information and advice.

In accordance with the Mental Treatment Rules, 1948, details of all
admissions, transfers or discharges from the Elizabeth Martland Unit are
forwarded to the Medical Officer of Health, Similar information is
received from other Mental Hospitals in respect of Oldham residents.

Many patients on discharge from hospital are recommended for after-
care and if the patient is willing, the mental health visitors visit these
cases. Their progress and any problems that may arise are reported to
the Consultant Psychiatrist at his weekly meeting.

The following is a summary of the visits and reports made by the
Mental Health Visitors:—

Pre-Care Visits .......coenieeeee 418
After-Care VISItS ...cccoooeeeeenss 2912
Visits with Consultant ......... 28
Ineffective VISits .......ccociineees 133
Social Histories ....c.ceeceeiiees T0
Pre-Discharge Reports ...... 2

Convalescence from Z\Icntn.:_l Tliness

The Mental Health After-Care Association is still anxious to obtain
suitable premises in the North West for use as a convalescent home for
patients suffering from mental illness, but no further progress Was made
during the year, and no premises are in view.

LUNACY AND MENTAL TREATMENT ACTS, 1890-1930
Work undertaken by the Duly Authorised Officers

The Mental Health Visitors who are also appointed Duly Authorised
Officers undertake duties under the Lunacy and Mental Treatment Acts
which were previously performed by Relieving Officers. Their main duty
is to take the initial proceedings for the removal of a patient requiring -
hospital care. '

The services of these officers are available throughout the 24 hours,
one officer being on rota duty for evening and week-end calls. The officer
on duty can be contacted through the Police or the Central Admission
Bureau of the Oldham and District General Hospital,

o
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The following is a summary of the work undertaken as Duly
Authorised Officers:—

(A) Admissions and Removals to Hospital .......ccovvinnininnnnn 61%
{a) Lunacy Act, 1890, Section 16 (Summary Reception Order)
Elizabeth Martland Unit ............ Ao e Tl A 19
Prestwich Hospital ..........c..o e b i m et 2+
21
{(b) Lunacy Act, 1890, Section 20 (3 day order)
Elizabeth Martland Unit ................. T e e e 25
Prestwich Hospltal ....ciciiesacmiisimminsisamisssinssrames 1
Townleys Hospital ......ccccocumsimesnsesmmmsenisesmimsannsones 1
27
{¢) Lunacy Act, 1890, Section 21 (14 day order)
Elizabeth Martland Unit ........... Sl s a s At L
9
id) Mental Treatment Act, 1930, Section 5
Elizabeth Martland Unit ......ccccccmmeeniranassasinniin. 4
4
(B) Completion of Orders for Further Detention ............. . 17

(a) Lunacy Aet, 1800, Section 16 (Summary Reception Order)
Elizabeth Martland Unit—
Oldham residents ..ocvvsssrrsasasncess Al Ll
MNon-residents ............ e 9

{ This figure includes T patients (2 Sect. 16; 5 Sectl. 20) who were not
Oldham residents but were in local hospitals or resident at a
temporary address in the Borough.

* One of these patients was transferred from the Elizabeth Martland
Unit, having been admitted as a voluntary patient.

Facilities for Treatment
Out-Patient Treatment
Clinics are held daily in the Psychiatric Out-Patient Department of
the Oldham and District General Hospital. A considerable amount of
E.CT. treatment is given to out-patients and 2 sessions per week are
allocated for this treatment.

Day Care

Arrangements exist for selected patients who are considered suitable
to be admitted for day care. The transport is provided by the Ambulance
Service, a sitting case car being used which ealls for the patients during
the morning and returns them home in the late afternoon or early evening.

On the 1st January, 8 patients (4 males, 4 females) were receiving
day care and during the year 52 patients (13 males, 37 females) were
admitted, making a total of 60 patients (19 males, 41 females) who
received care in 1935.

On the 31st December, there were 19 cases (7 males, 12 females), still
attending for daily care.
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The following is a summary of the 41 cases (12 males, 29 females)
ceasing to receive day care during the year .— :

(1) Admitted to the Elizabeth Martland Unit—18 (8 males,
10 females).

(2) Admitted to other Mental Hospitals—2 (1 male, 1 female).

(3) Part III Accommodation—1 (female).

(4) Died—4 (females).

(5) Geriatric Unit—1 (female).

(6) Discharged or Discontinued—15 (3 males, 12 females).

In-Patient Treatment
The majority of patients requiring hospital treatment are admitted to

the Elizabeth Martland Unit, Oldham and District General Hospital, This
Unit i= a designated mental hospital and modern methods of therapy are
undertaken both there and in the Psychiatric Out-Patient Department of
the hospital.
No difficulty has been experienced in securing the admission of mental

cases to hospital and in all cases of acute urgency, admission was readily
effected. '

The following summarises the admissions {new admissions 80,
re-admissions 82) of Oldham residents notified to the Department during
the year:—

Admissions
Tnder YVoluntary Temporary
Hospital Order Patients Patients Total
Elizabeth Martland TUnit 47 100 4 151
Prestwich Hospital ........ 4 3 - < L
Rainhill Hospital ........... - 1 = 1
Townley's Hospital ......... 1 - - 1
Storthes Hall Hospital ... 1 : - - 1
Moorgate Hospital .......... 1 - - 1
Total .....- 54 104 4 162

— —_ -

Notification was received of 31 Oldham residents who died in Mental
Hospitals and of 139 discharges.

Information was received of 30 patients detained in hospital who were
transferred to voluntary status (Elizabeth Martland Unit—28, Prestwich
—2).

Information was also received of 7 patients who were transferred
under Section 64 of the Lunacy Act, 1890, by two members of the Hospital
Management Committee authorising the removal of the patient. The
following are details of these cases:— :

Elizabeth Martland Unit to Prestwich Hospital ............ 1
Elizabeth Martland Unit to Springfield Hospital ............ 1
Prestwich Hospital to Elizabeth Martland Unit ......cccocoees 5

In addition to the above, one case {voluntary) transferred in the
previous year to Springfield Hospital for a leucotomy operation, was
returned to the Elizabeth Martland Unit.
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National Health Serviee (Amendment) Aect, 1949

In conjunction with the majority of Local Health Authorities in. the
North West, this Authority has agreed to a * knock-for-knock"
arrangement in connection with the payment of medical practitioner fees
for the certification of patients admitted to the Elizabeth Martland Unit
from addresses outside the area of this authority.

During the year 11 Summary Reception Orders relating to non-
residents were completed by the Duly Authorised Officers. .

Ambulance Service

The Ambulance Service is utilised for the removal of patients to
mental deficiency and mental hospitals,. The mental health visitors have
authority to request an ambulance or sitting-case car and where necessary
the services of attendants are obtained from the Elizabeth Martland Unit.

The transport of patients receiving “day care” to and from their
homes is undertaken by the Ambulance Service. Many out-patients
receiving E.C.T. treatment are also conveyed to the Psychiatric QOut-
Patients Department and returned home usually by sitting-case car.

The transport of children attending the Oceupation Centre and Creche,
to and from home, is also arranged with the Ambulance Service.

Males attending the Industrial Centre are encouraged to make their
own way by public transport but where they are unable to do so owing
to their disability, they are conveyed to and from their homes by sitting-
case car. :

MENTAL DEFICIENCY
Cases Reported During the Year
There were 24 cases reported during the year.

Of these, 12 were reported under the Education Act, 1944, 2 having
been found incapable of receiving education at school, and 10 requiring
supervision after leaving school.

There were 12 cases reported under the Mental Deficiency Acts as
follows:

(a) Detained in the Elizabeth Martland Tnit ............ i
ib) In Part IIT Accommodation (Oldham and District
T szl b R O S e . 0

=3

(e) At the instance of the parent or guardian ............
(3 males aged 19, 32 and 35 years)
(1 female aged 27 years)
{d) Found neglected or without visible means of support 0
(e) Referred by the police or by the Courts under
Section 8 (1) (a) or as a result of other action
by the Comrdl 0 R Rt 4
(1 male aged 22 years)
(3 females aged 17, 24 and 41 years)
(f) Cases reported but not regarded as defectives
“subject to be dealt with” and receiving adequate
T el e Tl A S AL i s he s 4
(1 male aged 33 vears)
(3 females aged 18, 35 and 52 years)
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Further particulars relating to the cases reported during the year are :
given in the tables relating to mental deficiency.

Ascertained Defectives Found to be “subject to be dealt with”

During the year there were 20 defectives found to be “subject to be
dealt with.” Of these, 16 were placed under statutory supervision and 4
were recommended for institutional care.

Statutory Supervision
At the beginning of the year there were 199 cases under statutory }
supervision,

. During the year 16 newly ascertained cases were placed under 3
statutory supervision. In addition, there was 1 case in Part I
Accommodation, Oldham and District General Hospital, who was removed
from the waiting list, having been previously recommended for institutional =
care, which is no longer considered necessary.

The following details relate to the 16 ascertained cases found to be ':
“subject to be dealt with” and placed under statutory supervision :— '

{a) Children of School AZe .....ccooviriiiieranininnr e aaaes 12

(1) Incapable of Receiving Education ..................... 2 .
At home—In care of parents .................. Tt e
Admitted to the Occupation Centre ............... 1

(2) Requiring Supervision after Leaving School ......... 10

There were 9 children who left the Educationally
Sub-Normal Department of the Chaucer Special
School and 1 who left an ordinary school. All these
children were suitably employed at the end of the
vear, with the exception of 1 girl who was
committed to an- Approved School having been
convicted of larceny. 4
(b) Adults and Juveniles ...... e ems i Sk in A i T A L
‘ TR v R S oy et R SR '
*(2 males aged 32 and 3 years)
(1 fermale aged 24 years)
At home—At work ............ L S SiEo &0 A ahaE
{1 male aged 22 years)

*The male of 32 years came to the notice of the
Local Health Authority on the death of his
father in March, 1955, and his behaviour at this
time was extremely disturbed because of his .
bereavement. He was admitted under private
arrangements to a home at Crawley, Sussex.

He settled down gquite well, and at the end of
the vyear he was at home on short leave.

The following 7 cases were removed from statutory supervision
during the year:—

Recommended for Institutional Care ... 3
EBemoved out of Area ....c...cociismesmcnscssns 2
Dim TR NN +-|-|rl-+l'I'l'llllllll--lllllil-lllll--l 2

At the end of the year there were 209 cases remaining under
statutory supervision.
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Institutional Care

Defectives recommended for institutional care are usually admitted
to one of the Mental Deficiency Hospitals in the area of the Manchester
Regional Hospital Board. -

At the beginning of the year, 64 cases recommended in previous years
for institutional care, including 50 cases detained in the Elizabeth Martland
Unit, Oldham and District General Hospital, and 6 cases in Part III
Accommodation, Oldham and District General Hospital, were awaiting
admission to Mental Deficiency Hospitals.

Of these, only 1 case (male) was admitted during the year, but 5 cases
(1 male, 4 females) detained in the Elizabeth Martland Unit, died, and 1
(female) was removed from the waiting list.

During the year, 9 cases (3 males, 6 females) were recommended for
institutional care, 1 of these cases (male) being in a “place of safety” at
the 31st December, 1954, 4 being newly ascertained cases, 1 under
guardianship, and 3 under statutory supervision (1 of whom was in &
“place of safety” at the end of the year).

At the end of the year 61 cases recommended for institutional care,
including 44 cases detained in the Elizabeth Martland Unit, Oldham and
District General Hospital, and 5 cases in Part 111 Accommodation, Oldham
and Distriet General Hospital, were awaiting admission to Mental
Deficiency Hospitals.

The following table shows the number of cases (1) recommended for
institutional care, (2) admitted to mental deficiency hospitals, removed or
died. and (3) awaiting institutional care at the end of the year.

Admitted to
Recommended M.D. Hospitals, Awaiting
for removed vacancies in
Inztit'nal Care or died M.D. Hospitals
1.7 R R M. F T MR, T
Cases prior to i
18t JANUATY coccerccsensmsssssans 30 .34 B4
(i) New Cases
(a) Ascertained Cases .......-. 1 1 2 1 1 2 - - -
{b) Ascertained Cases .
.. B S - - - - - - - -
(e} Court Action .....ccemmeneeeess - 2 - - 1 1 - 1 i
{ii) Other Cases
{a) Under Stat. Supervision - 2 2 - - - = 2 2
(b} Under Statutory Guard 1 - 1 1 - 1 - - -
{c) In “place of safety’” ... 1 A 2 1 - 1 - 1 1
(d) Court Action .....cccoemeees - - - - - - - - -
i 7o) < 1 3 & [ B 3 2 5 - 4 i
Awaiting admission at 3
1st January ...... an 34 &4 2 5 T 28 2 5T
Total at 3lst December ... 23 40 T3 ] 7 1 28 33 61
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- The following table summarises the 4 cases admitted to institutionmal
care:— :

Hospital Age Groups f
: 0-5 5-10 10-15 15-20 Over 20

Calderstones M e - - 2 | 1
Hospital F = - - - -
Mary Dendy M Bl - - 2
Hospital F = = - 1 -
Cranage Hall M - 5 e = o
Hospital 1, - - - - 1
Tokal ot — - = o 4

Guardianship

At the beginning of the year 6 cases were under guardianship. -

{1) A male aged 27 years who was placed under the guardianship of
an officer of the local health authority in August, 1949,

(2) A female aged 23 years employed in the St. Saviour's Convent,
Liverpool, is under the guardianship of the Sister Superior.

(3) A male aged 41 years, who was placed under the guardianship of
hig sister in Mytholmroyd, Yorkshire, in April, 1952,

{4) A male aged 28 years, who was placed under the guardianship of
an officer of the local health authority in October, 1953.

(5) A male aged 20 years, who was placed under the guardianship of
an officer of the local health authority in Movember, 1953.

(6) A male aged 17 years who was placed under the guardianship of.
an officer of the local health authority in December, 1954. i

During the year Do new cases Were placed under guardianship but
three were removed : —

(1) A male aged 27 years, who had been under the guardianship of
an officer of the local health authority since August, 1949, He
had responded so well under this form of community care that he
was recommended for discharge from his detention order, which
was effected.

(2) A male aged 41 years, who had been under the guardianship of
his sister in Mytholmroyd, Yorkshire, since April, 1952, He also
responded favourably to guardianship and was recommended for
discharge, which was effected. : :

(3) A male aged 20 years, who in spite of the closest supervision,
failed to respond to guardianship and his behaviour necessitated
institutional care.

At the end of the vear there were 2 males and 1 female under
guardianship.
Voluntary Supervision

At the beginning of the year there were 49 cases under voluntary
supervision.

During the year 4 new cases were placed under voluntary supervision,

together with 3 who were off ered voluntary supervision following discharge
from a Mental Deficiency Hospital, and 1 from Statutory Guardianship.

I
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The following three cases were removed from voluntary supervision during
the wyear:—

Left the ares ........ccocciiceeins 1

L6 1] e R R R L PR R L

At the end of the year there were 54 cases under voluntary
supervision.

Taken to “Places of Safety”
There were 2 cases admitted into “places of safety” during the year:—

(1) A male aged 20 years, proved unsuitable for guardianship and
was admitted to the Mary Dendy Hospital pending the variation
of the Order to institutional care.

(2) A female aged 29 years, under the care of her sister, her only
relative, who died, was admitted to the Newchurch Hospital,
pending the presentation of a Petition.

Community Care

The duties of the Mental Health Visitors include the community care
and supervision of mental defectives under statutory supervision,
guardianship and on licence. During the year the following reports and
visits were made:—

Cage NoteB .......iccccecniinees awa s e crrene 2D
Statutory Supervision ......c.ecciesrissesnssssnniss 646
Statutory Guardianshlp ..........ccciiiiiiiienee. 30
PTOETEES RAPOTER & v nesinssiey s pimrans nxbingsmsmsan, o, 05
Ineffective Visit® ......ccconmcicanienn... Sin g am 202

Two of the Mental Health Visitors have been appointed Statutory
Guardians, This work entails freguent and close contact with the
defectives concerned and necessitates a strict supervision and management
of their affairs.

Three cases on licence to relatives who were under supervision by the
Mental Health Visitors, were found to be sufficiently stabilised to be
discharged from their Orders during the year.

Temporary Accommodation

During the year short-term care was provided for 10 cases as
follows : —
Males  Females

Calderstones Hospital .................. -3 1
Brockhall Hospital .....ccocovvaaiaiaiias 1 =
Cranage Hall Hospital ............... - -
Royal Albert Hospital .................. 1 =
Swinton Hospital .......coc.ooccamaaeaai - 1
Orchard Dene, Rainhill ...........5... b | -
Newchurch Hospital .....ccccveviiiiines - 2

The periods of accommodation varied from 2 to 6 weeks. In the case
of the admission to Orchard Dene, the period was for two weeks, and the
full cost was met by the Local Health Authority.
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Arrangements with Adjacent Local Health Authorities - ;

The proposals of the West Riding County Council allow pupils in the |
area of the County Council to be sent to Occupation Centres established =
by other Local Health Authorities, and it has been agreed that suitable -
cases can be accepted from the Saddleworth district into the Occupation
Centre, a charge. being made to the County Council for these cases. 3

The Lancashire County Council and the West Riding County Council .
have agreed that suitable adults cshould attend the Arthurs’ Industrial

Centre,

Creche Facilities :
In September, the Creche was transferred from premises in the &

Occupation Centre, Haven Lane, to a large wooden hut at the Industrial®
Centre site. The staff was also increased conseguent upon this removal =
and at the end of the year there were 2 attendants and 10 pupils (5 males, 2y
5 females) on the register. The number of attendances per week made by '
children varies according to the special needs of the case. 3

The Creche is serving a useful purpose and is much appreciated by the =
parents. !

Occupation Centre

The Occupation Centre continues to function at Haven Lane in o0
premises formerly used as a day nursery. These premises lack a main
hall for assembly and other activities, but with the opening of the &5
Industrial Centre and Creche at the Glen Mill Site, the immediate &
overcrowding has been relieved. The situation of the premises is very s

open and there is ample room for out-of-door activities. g

The Centre is open each week-day except Saturday and is closed
during the ordinary school holidays. A mid-day meal is provided through B
the School Meals Service, a charge hbeing made to the parents; in &
necessitous cases this charge is reduced or waived. Free milk is also
supplied once a day to each child under 18 years of age. 8

In November, an Inspector of the Board of Control made her usual
routine wvisit. A

Miss E. Boyling, who had been granted leave of absence to undertake
the course organised by the National Association for Mental Health
returned to her duties in July. Mr. W. P. Scott had been appointed ™
Temporary Assistant Supervisor during heér absence but he ceased duty in
January, and was replaced by Mrs. G. Law, who continued in this capacity
until July. s

During the year there were 7 new admissions (2 boys, 5 girls) from
the Oldham County Borough and 1 (boy) from the Saddleworth area. On
the 31st December, there were 39 pupils on the register, 35 from the
Oldham County Borough and 4 from the Saddleworth District of the West

Riding County Council. . =

An adult female was discharged during the year having obtained
suitable employment. This girl, aged 20 years, had attended Chaucer
Special School up to the age of 16 years, but after leaving school had not
been able to secure or retain suitable emPluymfnt =0 was admitted to the

Centre for rehabilitation.



T4

The Ambulance Service transports the children to and from the
Occupation Centre, part-time drivers being engaged for this purpose to
relieve the strain on the ambulance personnel.

In September, a trip to the seaside was provided by the Oldham Elind
Children and Welfare Organisation when the children were taken to
Fleetwood and St. Annes, and once again we extend our gratitude to the
members of this Organisation for their continued generous support.

Two Christmas Parties were arranged for the children, one by the
Parents’ Association and the other by the Oldham Blind Children and
Welfare Organisation. Both were very much appreciated.

All the facilities of the School Health Service including dental
inspection and treatment, have been made available to the children
attending the Occupation Centre and the Creche, and they are fully used.

Industrial Centre

The Industrial Centre for mentally handicapped adult males was
established in November, 1954, in one of the huts on the Glen Mill Site.
It was formally opened as the Arthurs’ Industrial Centre on the 28th
January, 1955, by H.M. King Peter II, of Yugoslavia.

Mr. Norman Bloomfield was appointed Handicraft Instructor in
addition to Mr. Frank Davies and took up his duties in February. Mr.
Frank Davies subseguently left the service and Mr. Bloomfield replaced
him as Senior Handicraft Instructor. Mr. K. Thompson was appointed to
the vacant position and took up his duties in September.

At the end of the year a total of 36 adult males were attending the
Centre—2 were from the Saddleworth area, 4 were from the adjacent
County districts and 8 were from the Elizabeth Martland Unit, 2 of whom
were psychiatric patients.

During the vear 2 trainees were successfully placed in employment
and at the end of the year were still in the same situations.

The Centre is open from 9-0 am. to 5-0 pm. and is closed on
Saturdays. A mid-day meal is provided through the School Meals Service
under the same arrangements as for the Occupation Centre.

Travelling facilities are provided free, either by the provision of bus
tokens or by transport through the Ambulance Service.

The work of the Centre is varied and includes the usual handicrafts,
i.e., rug-making, stool making, &c. and the production and repair of
. articles of furniture is undertaken. A chain-link wire-mesh fencing
machine has been installed for the manufacture of fencing.

The Industrial Centre has filled a gap in the provision of services for
the male mentally handicapped persoms in the Borough, and it is hoped
that in the near future, the proposed female Industrial Centre will be
erected on the same site. For this purpose, during the year a number of
Tarran type pre-fabricated bungalows were obtained from the Ministry
of Works. Towards the end of the year, one was erected to provide
residential accommodation, so that a member of the staff would always
be available on the premises.
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The Centre has been visited by many distinguished visitors and
representatives of other Local Health Authorities. In July a sessiopal =
meeting of the Royal Sanitary Institute (now the Royal Society of Health)
was held in the Borough and the Centre was cone of the special visits
provided for the delegates.

"Home Training

No special arrangements Wwere provided for the home training of

mental defectives.

~ The following are the statistical returns relating to Mental
Defectives : —
Mental Deficieney Acts, 1913 to 1938
1. Particulars of mental defectives as on 1st January, 1956

M. F. T.
{1) No. of Ascertained Mental Defectives found
. to be “subject to be dealt with"”: —

{a) In Hospitals (including cases on

licence)
Under 16 years of age ............... 4 6 10 _'
Aged 16 years and OVer ............... 62 38 100

(b} Under Guardianship ;
Under 16 years of Age .......ccevnees - - -
Aged 16 years and OVEr ............ 2 1 3

{¢) Under Statutory Supervision (excluding
cases on licence)
Under 16 years of age .......ccoeueee 18 16 34
Aged 16 years and OVer ............ 82 B3 175

(d) Awaiting admission to a Mental
Deficiency Hospital (not included in
(b} and (¢) above)

(1) At DOMR ;- -msrasinsmnrecainssbsssana 5 (5] 11_
(2) In Elizabeth Martland Unit ... 21 23 44

(3) In Part III Accommodation
(Oldham and District General )
Hﬂwltal] T T R T T L T T L R 2 3 L 5 -'

(4) In “places of safety” ............ - 1 13

ToTAL Ascertained cases found to be “subject .
to be dealt with" ............... 206 177 383

(2) No. of mental defectives under Voluntary
Supervision : — -

Under 16 years of 8ge ......coccoeuee - s -
Aged 16 years and OVer ............... 32 22 54

ToTAL number of mental defectives ......... 238 199 437




76

(3) No. of Mental Defectives Receiving
Training : —

(a2) In Occupation Centre ............
{(b) In Industrial Centre ............
() In Creche ..o s Ry

II. Particulars of cases reported during 19355

(a) Cases at 31st December ascertained to be
defectives * subject to be dealt with."”

Number in which taken on reports by:—
(1) Local Education Authorities on children

(i) While at school or liable to attend
B TIENERL s oo s i T i

(ii) On leaving special schools ............
(iil) On leaving ordinary schools .........
(2) Police or by Courts ....... R S SR S
(3) OtheY SOUTCES .rinerieesamassianssasazsns

(b} Cases reported who were found to be
defectives but were not, at 31st December,
1955, regarded as “subject to be dealt
with"” on any ground ................... resnans

(c) Cases reported who were not regarded as
defectives or in which action was incomplete
at 31st December, 1855, and are thus
excluded from (&) OF (D) i icimiiiissaiansaras

TOTAL number of cases reported during the year

35
26
10

Tl

H G = o

T S S T )

24

II. No. of Mental Defectives in Hospitals, under Community Care,
including Voluntary Supervision or in “places of safety” on lst
January, 1955, who have ceased to be under any of these forms of

care during 1955.

(a) Ceased to be under €are ........c..c...os=
1 o e | e R e B L e T e i
(¢) Removed from ATeA .....icesesceresas me o s
(d) Lost sight of .- ot

@ oo |

T‘

11
6

17
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SECTION IV

GENERAL MEDICAL AND DENTAL SERVICES

PHARMACEUTICAL SERVICES AND SUPPLEMENTARY
OPHTHALMIC SERVICES

Oldham Executive Council

The Oldham Executive Council consists of a Chairman (Mr. A. B e
Robertson) and 24 other members who hold office for a period of three
years, 8 being appointed by the Oldham Health Authority. Alderman F.
BE. Balson and Dr. J. T. Chalmers Keddie were re-appointed and Alderman
J. A. Arthurs, J.P. was appointed to fill the vacancy of Alderman Dr. G.
A. Taylor. Following the death of Alderman J. A. Arthurs in March,
Alderman H. B. Whittaker was appointed and on his decease Councillor
W. Wheeler was appointed to fill this vacancy. The following were
appointed as representatives of the Local Health Authority:—

Councillor S. T. Marron, J.B, F.CCS8.. '9"7
Councillor A. Tweedale, J.P. 5

Alderman Miss A. A. Kenyon, J.P. &
(to retire 31st March, 1956)

Alderman J. Bradley [ B b

Couneillor J. H, Broadbent
{to retire 31zt March, 1957)

Alderman F. B. Balson

Alderman J. A. Arthurs, JP.

Alderman H. B. Whittaker, J.P.

Councillor W. Wheeler (from December, 1955)

Dr. J. T. Chalmers Eeddie
{to retire 31st March, 1958)

I am indebted to Mr. F. W. Chapple, Clerk of the Council, for the
following report:—

General Medieal Services

The number of Oldham patients registered on all doctors’ lists was
118,917 at 1st January and 118,875 at 31st December. These figures
compare with the Registrar-General's estimated population for mid-June
of 120,400, Al the doctors practising in the County Borough are in the
Scheme and at the end of the vear there were 103 on the Council’s Medical
List. and one assistant, 51 being resident in the Borough and 53 in the
adjacent districts.. In the previous year there were 99 doctors on the
Medical List and one assistant, 50 being resident in the Borough and 50 in
the adjacent districts. The average number of patients on the lists of
doctors resident in Oldham was estimated to be 2,671 compared with 2,768
for the previous year. :

At the end of the year there were 90 general medical practitioner
obstetricians on the Council's Obstetric List, an increase of 2 on the
previoug year,

-~
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FPharmaceutical Services

All the pharmaceutical firms and suppliers of surgical appliances in
the Borough are in the Scheme and at the end of the year there were 60
firms, including 11 surgical appliance suppliers, an increase of 1 on the
previous year, providing services as follows:—

Pharmacies In the arer .................. 48
DENE SIOEEE . i —
Surgical Appliance Suppliers ............ 11

Dental Serviees

All the dentists in the area provide dental services under the Scheme.
At the end of the year 29 dentists (including 2 assistants), a decrease of 2
on the previous year, were on the dental list, 24 being resident in the
Borough, a decrease of 2 on the previous year.

Ophthalmic Services

The Supplementary Ophthalmic Treatment Regulations provide for
patients who have obtained the necessary certificate from their medical
practitioner to attend either an ophthalmic practitioner or an ophthalmie
optician for eye testing and to have the required spectacles diS]:EﬂSEﬂ by
an ophthalmic optician or a dispensing uptlcm.n

At the end of the year 2 ophthalmic medical practitioners 28
ophthalmic opticians representing 24 shops were providing optical services.
There were no dispensing opticians on the list at the end of the year. At
the end of the previous year 2 ophthalmic medical practitioners and 28
ophthalmic opticians, representing 23 shops, were providing optical services.

Finance

Under the National Health Service Act, 1951, patients are required to
pay certain charges for the provision of dentures and optical appliances
and under the National Health Service Act, 1952, further charges were
imposed for dental treatment and for drugs and appliances supplied to
patients. In cases of hardship application can be made to the National
Assistance Board for the charge to be refunded. These charges are payable
to the dentists, opticians and chemists on application for treatment, supply
of glasses or the making up of prescriptions.

The financial vear of the Executive Council ends on the 31st March
and for the year ending 31st March, 1956, the expenditure totalled £390 666,
which compares which £371,880 for the year ended 31st March, 1855.

The following is an abstract of payments made by the Executive
Council under the respective heads for the periods stated. They do not
include amounts received from members of the public, which are paid direct
to dentists, opticians and chemists:—

gt 1955,/56 1954 /55

Doctors: " £ £
(a) General Medical Services (¥ 2/ = 133,843 129,052
(b) Maternity Services ............ el 6,444 /8,108
Einppte o s L P AL 151,231
I8 Tre oo e SO LR ORI 5 B | 57,910 | 48,333
OPRERAIEALD: boscosts ssssnsisnssassissimpns Bl B 34,327 / 31,910

Administration ........... S e e =1 6,505 6,246
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The increase in.the payments to dentists over the previous year is due
to the implementation of the National Hedlth Service {General Dental
Services) Amendment REguiaffEﬁs;dﬁ.ﬁﬁ.’ which became operative on the
1st May, 1955, and which provideﬁ"i’hm ancellation of the deduction

of 10 per cent. from the fees’payahle by ExecutivesCouncils to dental
practitioners made infMaS( 1950.

The following amounts were received from members of the public
(patients) for dental, ophthalmic and pharmaceutical services:—

1855,/56 1954/55
£ £
/
General Dental Services ......... !'?i’ ?,"",, 18,528 17,419
Supplementary Ophthalmic Se&ﬁﬁ‘s’ . 20,520 19,521
Pharmaceutical Services ...+ JL7¢ 24,264 22,008
w7
Totat ..5.0° © tesaz £58,049

The payments to doctors only relate to Oldham patients on their lists.
In the case of dentists, chemists and opticians, payment is for services
rendered at their surgeries or places of business, e.g., an Oldham chemist
is paid by the Oldham Executive Council for ALL prescriptions dispensed
by him whether they are on Oldham, Lancashire, West Riding, Manchester,
or any other Executive Council forms. Many patients in the adjacent
districts avail themselves of the pharmaceutical and optical facilities which
have been developed by a number of progressive Oldham firms and this is
reflected in the payments for these services by the Oldham Executive

~ Council,
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SECTION V

INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES
General

Scarlet fever was mildly prevalent during the last four months of the
vear, and of the 259 cases which occurred, 158 were notified during these
months. During the first two months of the year measles was rampant.
These cases were the continuation of the epidemic which started in the
September of the previous year and continued into April.

Whooping cough achieved a record low incidence, only 15 cases being
notified. Dyvsentery was especially prevalent during the first five months
of the year when 1,365 cases were notified.

The Fuerperal Pyrexia {Amendment) Regulations, I1954. These
regulations came into operation on the 1st March, 1955. They amended
the Puerperal Pyrexia Regulations, 1951, by prescribing a new form of
certificate for the notification by a medical practitioner of cases of
puerperal pyrexia. The certificate requires the cause of disease, if known,
to be stated.

The following table shows the attack rates and death rates for certain
diseases for the County Borough:—

Attack Rates and Death Rates
per 1,000 of the FPopulation

Attack Rate Death Rate

Typhoid Fever ........... e T 0.008 o
Paratyphoid Fever .........cccoicsssemananans 0.017 -—-
Meningococcal Infectlon .................. 0.04 0.008
Scarlet Fever ....ccciiseenssemmsssvsssnnnsanis 215 —
Whooplng Cough .....cocveiiviiinnnnenenes 0.12 —
Diphtheria ....ccccovvmmmimiimasnee. _— —
SMAllPOX ...oeveiennsicisenmannriessrsnrssnasnas — —
T il S S R S G 0.02
Pneumonia (Primary and Influenzal) 0.49 0.14
Acute Poliomyelitis:

RYParalytie N 0.025 —

(b) Non-Paralytic ......... S 0.04 -
Puerperal Pyrexia .......cooeeee el 18.84* —
Food Polsoning .............. L 0.15 —

*Rate per 1,000 live and stillbirths.

Diphtheria
No cases were notified and no deaths registered.

Searlet Fever

There were 250 cases notified compared with 167 in the previous year.
No deaths were registered.

-

Erysipelas -
There were 12 cases notified compared with 8 in the previous year. No
deaths were registered. Of the 12 cases notified, ® occurred in persons of
45 years of age and over.
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Enteric Fever

{a) Typhoid:

One case of typhoid fever was notified. This was a male aged 20 years
and the diagnosis was confirmed by positive blood culture and positive
Widal reaction. The organisms were phage typed and reported as
Salm.typhi culture which belongs to a de-graded Vi-strain. The source of
infection was not ascertained.

No deaths were registered as due to this disease.

(b) Para-Typhoid:
Three cases were notified and confirmed:—

(i) Two cases of Salm.paratyphi “B"” oceurred in July. They werse
sisters aged 8 years and 3 years. Investigations proved that the infection
was contracted whilst on holiday in a North-East coast resort. The
organisms were phage type “ dundee” and the vehicle of infection tinned
meat.

(ii) In October a National Service airman while on demobilization
leave was diagnosed as suffering from Salm.paratyphi “B" infection,
phage type “taunton.” He had arrived by air from Fayid in the Suez
Canal Zone. The first symptoms commenced within a week of his leaving
Fayid so the infection must have been contracted overseas.

There were no deaths registered as due to this disease.

Meningococeal Infection
There were 5 cases of meningococcal meningitis notified and confirmed.
The organism was isolated in two cases.

One death was registered, a male aged 7 weeks, who died within 24
hours of admission to hospital.
Acute Encephalitis
No cases were notified and no deaths registered.

Acute Primary Pneumonia
There were 31 cases notified and 16 deaths registered. With regard

to 13 of these deaths no notifications were received., These deaths were
brought to notice on the Registrar's returns.

Influenza and Influenzal Pneumonia

There were 14 cases of influenzal pneumonia notified and 1 death
registered. This death was brought to notice on the Registrar's returns
and the case was not notified.

There were 3 deaths registered as due to influenza.

Measles

There were 1,832 cases notified compared with 1,189 in the previous
year. Of these, 1,758 were notified during the first three months of the
vear, being the continuation of an epidemic which started at the end of

September, 1954.
There were 3 deaths registered, a male aged 12 months, a male aged
18 months and a female aged 6 years.
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Whooping Cough
There were 15 cases notified compared with 235 1 #ie previous year.

Of the 15 cases notified 2 had received the ful ssurse of whooping
cough immunisation and these were classified as foliows:— .

e R e e el e e e
" Favn (03 ol o R e S
17 RS o 1Sl et S e B bed IR b

No deaths were registered as due to whooping emgh,

Dysentery
During the year 1,605 cases were notified (1,487 Luinné, 208 no organism
isolated). The disease was prevalent during the fi=r six months of the
year but was rampant in February, March and Aprll Afcst of the schools
were affected by this outbreak and in a few cases nmubers of the staffs
at the schools were also infected.

The Limeside area was particularly affected an€ 14 cases (including
4 staff) were confirmed as Sonné dysentery at the Lineside Nursery Class,
Infant and Junior Schools during this period. Fitiur =ill Infants School
was also heavily infected and 50 cases were confirm={ 35 Sonné dysentery.
Outbreaks occurred in day nurseries, both outside ant inside the Borough
and as a result a number of schoolchildren were ex<uded as contacts or
cases,

There were two deaths registered as due to Some dysentery, a male
aged 57 years and a female aged 3 months.

Ophthalmia Neonatorum

During the year 6 cases of ophthalmia neonmatrum were notified.
These were kept under observation and in no case wi: vision impaired.

Puerperal Pyrexia
There were 50 cases of puerperal pyrexia notifief as follows:—

Oldham and- District General Hospital ..... 42

Woodfield Maternity HOmMe ...c..vccncencncannnen 4

1y T e R O ol el ST e g it A 4
Smallpox

No cases were notified and no deaths registered.

Acute Poliomyelitis

There were 8 cases (3 paralytic and 5 non-pamivtic) notified and
confirmed. No deaths were registered. The follow:ny details relate to the
caszes notified:—

{a) Paralytic: :

Case No. 1 (J.T.). A female aged 22 years wa ardmitted to hospital
on 12th September, with headache and paralysis of 1 #ft leg. A diagnosis
of paralytic poliomyelitis was confirmed. She was siaequently discharged
from hospital and later allowed to do light sedenta= work, although still
attending hospital for physiotherapy.

e T TR e T e e Y e e
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Case No. 2 (LLK.). A male aged 8 months, He was admitted to hospital
on 25th October, with weakness of the left shoulder muscles, and a diagnosis
of paralytic poliomyelitis was confirmed.. Six months later there was
slight weakness of the shoulder muscles. The child's general condition was
good. :

This case was associated with a prophylactic injection, the patlent
having received the first injection {lce) of S.D.P.P. in the left arm on the
4th October.

Case No. 3 (D.H.). A male aged 24 years of age was admitted to
hospital on 24th December, with stiffness of the neck and headache and a
diagnosis of paralytic poliomyelitis was confirmed. There was weakness
of the muscles of the left side of neck and left arm. Five months later he
had not returned to work and there was still paralysis of the muscles of
the left side of the neck and some weakness of the left arm.

.
(b) Non-Paralytic:
The following 5 cases were non-paralytic and on discharge from
hospital had no signs of paralysis:—
Case No. 4 (D.R.). A male aged 10 years. I=
Case No. 5 (H.B.). A female aged 4 years. -
Case No, 6 (V.B.). A female aged T years. - =
Case No. 7 (C.B.). A female aged 18 years.
Case No. 8 (L.P.). -A male aged 4 years. 3

Malaria -

There was 1 case notified, a service man aged 21 years, the infection
having been contracted overseas.

Glandular Fever
There were 2 cases brought to notice during the year, a female aged
7 years and a male aged 17 years. Both were admitted to hospital with
tonsillitis and subsequently diagnosed as glandular fever.

Other Diseases

No cases of cholera, anthrax, undulant fever or typhus fever were
brought to notice during the year.

FOOD POISONING

In all cases of food poisoning or suspected food poisoning full enguiries
are made to ascertain the source of infection. If any suspected food 18
available, samples are submitted - for bacteriological examination.
Contamination by rodents is also fully investigated.

During the year 18 cases were notified. Of these 4 were considered to
be due to Staphylococcal (Enterotoxic) food poisoning; in 12 cases
Salmonella organisms (typhi-murium 9, heidelberg 2, dublin 1) were
isolated; in 1 case C1. welchii, and In the remaining case no organisms were
obtained.
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There was one outbreak considered to be due to Staphylococcal infection
and the following are details:—

A practitioner reported that one of his patients had been admitted to
hospital in the early hours of the morning acutely ill with diarrhea and
vomiting and full enqguiries were immediately commenced. The following
day three members of another family were admitted to hospital with
similar symptoms. In all 4 cases the patients developed symptoms after
eating pressed mutton and beef purchased from a local butcher. The
butcher's assistant was found to have a small cut on one finger and he was
immediately suspended from employment. A portion of the suspected
pressed meat which was still available at the butcher's shop was sent for
bactericlogical examination, together with a fragment of this same meat
from a table knife used by one of the patients. Staph.aureus were isolated
from the pressed meat, the fragment of meat adhering to the knife and
from the sore on the assistant’s finger and from the butcher's throat. The
phage type was identical in each case—phage type 3. Unfortunately no
organisms were isolated from the specimens of feces obtained from the
patients. '

The following are particulars of three outbreaks and two individual
cases due to Salmonella organisms:—

(1) A male aged 64 years living alone was admitted to Westhulme
Hospital with vomiting and diarrhcea and died the day after admission.
Salm. typhi-murium was isolated from the fsces. The circumstances were
reported to the Coroner and an inguest was held. A neighbour who attended
the patient prior to removal to hospital later developed diarrhcecea. The
deceased had most of his meals with a widow and her daughter who had
no symptoms. Salm. typhi-murium was isolated from these 3 contacts and
the daughter was excluded from work as she was employed In a
confectioner's shop. It was not possible to phage type the organisms
to determine the original source of infection and the food involved.

(2) A male infant aged 7 months developed loose stools and the
practitioner sent a specimen of faces for examination which was reported
Salm. typhi-murium positive. On enguiry the mother and the father gave
a history of diarrhaea previous to the inf ant's illness. Salm. typhi-murium
was isolated from the mother and another infant aged 3 years. Faces

. specimens from the father were negative, but a Widal reaction gave a result

strongly suggestive of Salmonella infection.

(3) A male aged 48 years developed diarrhcea and Salm. heidelberg
was isolated from the fsmces. This organism was also isolated from his
wife, although she had no symptoms.

(4) Following cases of Sonné dysentery in an Industrial nursery
outside the Borough, a specimen of faces was sent from a-child aged 3
vears and subsequently reported Salm. dublin positive. No further cases
were reported. =

(5) A male aged 47 years developed diarrhea and vomiting and Salm.
typhi-murium was isolated from the feces. He was employed as a labourer
working in the sewers,



The following case was due to C1. welchii infection:—

A female aged 60 ycars was admitted to Westhulme Hospital in the )
early hours of the morning with a diagnosis of acute gastro-enteritis.
C1. welchii was subsequently isolated from the faces. .The patient had

eaten goose and goose giblets for lunch the previous day. Itwas possible to
obtain the remains of this meal and C1. welchii was isolated from the goose

flesh and giblets. E
The following are particulars of the case in which no organisms were
isolated:—

A male aged 57 developed diarrheea and vomiting and was notified, but
after full enguiry and investigation no organisms were isolated. No
particular food was suspected. 1
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TUBERCULOSIS

 There was no change in the Tuberculosis Service provided for the
Borough. Out-patient diagnosis and preventive work is carried out at the
Central Chest Clinic, Oldham and District General Hospital and in-patient
treatment is provided at Strinesdale Sanatorium and other hospitals and
sanatoria cutside the Borough.

Deaths | o

The number of deaths registered, IEJU-
pulmonary) gives 2 rate per thousand of the pop lation of 015 (013 V
pulmonary and 0.02 “hon- pulmonary)_coippared with B (24 pulmonary and
v 2 non-pulmonary) and a rate of 0.22 (0.20 pulmonary and 0.02 non-
pulmonary) for the previous year. O-flrsr

aq\'_ﬂa.

s /
r'.‘ & LH : 3 :.-

6 pulmonary and 2 non-

.'." O o=

The Tuberculosis Register
F‘!"‘mmﬂ:er of accepted cases on the Register at the 31st December

a4

During the year 100 cases were removed for the follawing reasons:—

L]
-

1. Recovered ....... e L _ 45
2. Removal oUt ........cecoeeeemnes =3 oy
3. Not desiring further treatment= 2
4 Tont sipht o oo s B
5. Diagnosis not confirmed .........7 1 |
BN s i e i ¢ 19

o> 23

‘-d_ '-1 = -? 3‘
or 45{” of total removals.

or 367 of total remowvals.
. ,-ﬂ -
3 -

or 19*}*} of tuta.l removals.

Of the 4% recovered cases, 27 were pulmonary {15 or 53.56% mmus
4 or 14.81% R.B.1., 8 or 29.63%; R.B.2.).

(3.pu 1
of th"ef}s

3 o L
cases that died s (¥ pulmonary, 1

causes other than tuberculosis. ‘1

i

“b L:I = " - |I

ron-pulmona hﬂled.from
/9{1 P ry

Pulmonary Tuberculosis

t?% New Cases

f
There were_59 new cases placed on the Register compared with 70 for

the previous year.

R.A.1.
R.A.2.
R.A.3.
R.B.1.
R.B.2.

R.B.3.

These were classified as follows:—

(Early ¢ases, sputum negative or absent) ......... 28 SC
{Intermediate cases, sputum negative or absent) 4 1=
(Advanced cases, sputum negative or absent) ... 3 -
(Early cases, sputum positive) .......ccoovviciinineni, 3
{Intermediate cases, sputum positive) ............... 16
{Advanced cases, sputum positive) Sralociirae s iy

In addition, ‘H’at.her cases came to notice but were not placed on the

Register.

During

.I'-fh Deaths 9
the year ;.G’palients, including 1’

-

3
casge. notified posthumously ,

and 4*coming to notice through Registrar's returns compared with 24 for
the previous year, died from pulmonary tuberculosis. This represents a
death rate of 3.‘13 per thousand of the population.

In addition 5 _pulmonary cases died from causes other than tuberculosis.

\.‘-
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15y i
v lfrfg
= Of these 1ﬁ/éeaths, 3 or 18.75% had been notified more than five yeari_:_;
~ —Afurther-one or 6257 had been notified three to five years, whilst
(111 825%-died within one to three years after notification. The remaining 11"
Ji {_.?nr 68.75% occurred within one year of coming to notice and included &~
which escaped statutory notification, cne being notified posthumously and
/ 4 coming to notice through the Registrar's returns. The following table
shows the length of time between notification and death of the
remaining & |

TInder 1 WeBI i ettnemtramnmatgy =

[ i T R e R e e

T T 1o T e e, S S,

% 0’ 3 MOOEhE ...ivecorecmimernananns — T

Bt B TAODHRE i s e caap L T

B 40 0 TONEIE o et pmenaniay, Al

!_,.9 P Dy a1 0 . ettt L e [

Thus of the 16 patients dying during the year, 13 or 8269 died within .

5 years of coming to notice. y ¥ AR L

Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis
New Cases

|| The number of new cases placed on the register during the year was
off In addition, eme casefcame to notice. This compares with 28 for the

previous year. i )
The following table shows the localisation of the disease in these.
cases.— L-"-;
Bones and Joints ......ccovvvnungenes D
ADAOTOET ol i s b a s 3 »
LT RN R L b
Peripheral Glands ........c.cocoeoe. 8 !
Other Organs .........c.oceeenenes 1 H“'
BHIN . .cececmirsussrrsannninsnnsssnnanes -
GenerallSed . ...ceciiissirasansiaiens -
: Sp T . p-od
]
J S et e e, k¥ ‘}\: \\‘

There were ,2/ deaths, the=ame-number as in the past two years. This
represents a death rate of .0.02 per thousand of the population. The causes
of death as stated on the death certifica werei—

1. 1 (a) Tuberculous Meningitis.
2. I (a) Heart._ Failure.
(b) TMmla..

{¢) Tuberculosis of Rt. Hip.
o
One-of these cases came to notice through the Local Registrar's return.,

L
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Summary of New Cases and Deaths During the Year

New Cases Deaths
XNon- Non-
Pulmonary | Pulmonary | Pulmonary Fulmonary
Age Groups
Male | Fem. f Male | Fem. | Male | Fem. : Male | Fewn.
Oto 1 e e T “r - L s
l1to 5 5 8 el A=ty =] T = e
5to 10 > 4 |8 1 =1 s N ar |oem
10 to 15 | T .0 = & e i o =
15 to 20 LTI B B B S | Il = - i T
20 to 25 %5 T2 |=1 |=1 e =% e ot
25 to 36 ... R I T T - o (e -
35 to 45 ... B IR R [ G e S (e A3 Wil pl =
L 45 to 55 ... Ll s 00 1S 42| 2 s el
gh 55t 86 ... ..|¢8 |22 |).. 23 @ | 5| A
~ G5 plus ;2 lf... |1 8¢ | T - -1
Totals ... ... |rq42 |#27 |77 |33 | 3@ S
e i p e / =5
1 S 59 20 16 aL 2
7 e R 70 23 24 i 2
ot R S 83 20 14 2
ol ey 133 21 B e ———

The following is a summary of the occupations of the mew cases:—

Pulmonary Non-FPulm.

Apprentice Motor Mechanic ........... . 1 -
Bar Attendant .....cccceniiiennn. -
BaKeT ..cccveenennns AN S S S s -
BOEPMATL " it icinan e ainn -
Case MBUEF ....cevoseavmmmasns i o wmy - =
Cleaner, Cotton Mill ......ccccccoviieeans -
Cotton Operatives ............. EAE T

Clerks and Typists .oocoirmermnninnnne.
15 Ty sy R AT S e P S8 ool Ty B e
Electric Welder .....cccovcscemmrinssasinss
Engineers, Fitters, ete. ........... nan
RN & o L e sl ey e s e oy S

*  Household Duties ........ccooeeees 2
LADOUTBIE  —ciicireeriamssinaisasn e A -
Machinists, ete. ............ ey -
Merchant Navy ...... B LITRTTTIEL 3 -

Miller e et e R
Musician (Unemployed) ........ i o

Bl i By DS EM L e R B G0 g e e
|
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PIASLETEE  voceacrcessemrasasansssssssanaatss
Pre-School Children ......cccoeereemenins

Railway Worker

Roller TUINEr  .ocooeoicsmaacocsasnmnaasianas
Sehool Children  ..occcciiieimcerenennaces
School TeACHET  .cccrirersssrsrnsrssnrnasss
Shop Assistant ......cooceecccomomenrennes
SEOTEKEEDPEE  euconnvnsarasmsssssnasssssssnes
SHUACDIL  «veeunsesranssnnmsrmasasanizernasnanss
Travellers and Salesmen

Unemployed ....occceeeriasfiinnannsnsnn
Water Mains Foreman ......-cccoeoeeees

Tﬂm‘. sassmmEEEERERSERAN

Fulmonary
1

O e

10

B e

LEla




1 g Y TSIVIOL
.—” e - an na T TT] a3 ans wﬂguﬁﬂzﬂz ﬂﬂrﬁEn—.—ﬂHﬂﬂnﬂ
wua ran iiw ana aua =t |erauan) uﬁ.n__n_.mﬂ_Mm urady syYies(] spqelajsuea]
— ﬂ- ama vaw anw T o sEma T E.—...-....w.nun-vﬂ .—._ﬂu.nv\h E.nvh.u .m_hun.u_ﬂﬂ.n ﬂ_.“-.ﬂ_"wﬁH
Lvuowng-uoy| Lreuowng

= UOEWIOJU] JO 90INOS
§OSE) JO "ON

m.f m-— —” _ — —” _” =i e T awm aen mawn raa T awa ....I.-I..—.ﬂ-.u....—.l.D.H_.

1 ' i ol Ak [ sa i T vas ara sas 2 aua .m.m.—.ﬂEU_.—“ i

s e e waa A e an ras aw saw saa mag e T m@.—.-l—._n _.ﬁl_..—._.ﬂ—.._n__E—.HE.....—h.uUz

m.l— ars e rar _ - e e waw e - E -wa - @ wa LN "b_.FEU-I—. e

£ = I s m...___...u__.nh.—a.._ﬂE_..__nm
...__,.? :.r. ..m:. GL—0010D—00G0—0F 0P —08(9E—0T{9C—03 02— 112 T—0T| O1—9 | 9—2 [Z—T{I—0 spouag ody
oL jpuegy :

L !

92

uinay jejuawajddng
‘uoped|nou [emio] £q ueq) SS[MIA)0
‘podad pauojjuaw-aA0qe Ay} Jupnp ‘giesy Jo 1a01))0 [eoIpaly oy} jo eSpojmouy ay) o) Jujwod s|so|nLAqNY Jo sasen may—I|] Mg

£ _ v | gL | L 1 _ _____ _m i _ ] o (8 8 T R [ | Tt §TIVIOL
i | | _ e | e | | ¥ I i Saletna,y a
9 | ] e R 0 1 S 0 T e T RS So[e Asvuowsng-uoN
o sl 1 AR 1 & b f e LY £ Sa| v,y
Hi (i 1 6 |0 H 0 g i I g S| | R roosajey Aleuow|ng
(safe qre)| spres | gr | g9 | €9 | oF | 98 | 98 | 0G | 91 lor| o _ g |1 ]
[E10L -dn E. o} |0y |0y |0y | oy || ;g 0y | oy " 0} | M spoiiag ady
| ¥ 9L m.:cv 9 |GG (02 | QL ) OY | € (i _ 1 ]
s ||.....I!........|I|.I.Irl._i.|l...|
SISOINDISN], JO SO5ED MOU JO SUOTIEIIjoN AJeuwlll] JO Jaquiny
‘SUOIEIGION [Rwlo]

ek ayy Supnp ‘suopesnoy jo Livwmng —y Jvg
mnm- m:n._._.t.anumﬁ ﬁm-mﬁq:u:u::t :hﬂﬁﬁ: ar1and

—E O TN S ST TR - S smS- s ema sy —




83

ety
= R (= ) 1 A peyndsopy 3sayn apdingy
&t el S Al & AR A gt A A o peudsop] uopdun it
GHSYY ANVNOIN-HON ][] RTav]
“ _ _

i | A L I 5 _ A — I e pepdsop uopdunyausy
m l i o ' LR ol SRR Y PLY TR | Jeyidsopy owpoyuapsioy
i =1 5 _ | e Aoty eSO Runitan
Gy R e NN e a g | o unroyeues dogjua)y
st B p H 5 _ i [epdsop] (osmape]
EY 4 | 3 | | ALt U mSdaa|l Lol Tues AJ[IB y 3t
. = = _ 1 2y U RLIIATD LY e DNUTLTY UOgs g
b 1ol et _ o I | & I e o FA = AajIonn ._.F.:,T._.,._: MOy R
] TR e * ¥ o 1 | iy t R | TRELUR Y| ._.,._F_.u.._._.# i R b |
i R 3 A o ] R i o meyspod, endsop] Aapssua)
I ) (R 5 1 1 ; g rendsopy Areuowng uojiappey )
e dat | Rttt et | u 0 T WM IAGEINES Ad(nae]
= e iy st AT : o+ AN WNLIGEUES Uy
e EL R M I = peyidsopp s ) o

i ietchire #iTe 1 ! 1 1 I saouey Cdu Cpepudsop] Adasy
TR _ 1 0ng _ 0ng X s Oy WNLIOYEUES GlEpsauilgy,
e (W A g [ o S R 1 P v T [T W

EI AT | coflIeyasi] SUDISSILpPY

‘ujasay) Jupnanaoo

CHSY ) AHVANON L] 'f dav |

syjrap ay) pue S|SOINMIIqN) wWol) Jupajns suosiad jo ‘epoyues pue sjejdsoy “wol)
sodIyISIp PUL ‘0 SUOISSIWIPE JO [[ Pu¥ | SWI04 UO PIAJIAAL suopEIIOU JO spepep soald epqu) Juimopo) eyyL

*INAWLYAHL TVLIdSOH NV WNIHOLVNVS



94

CANCER
The number of deaths attributed to cancer shows an increase of 5
compared with 1954.

The figures for the last five years are as follows:—

L e o LT R L e e . 208
IR S e e e 234
L R e i s 206
ABBL e e i er e e L 285
1953 .ivaaseces A e e 280

The figure for 1955 includes 7 deaths occurring in the Boundary Park
General Hospital Annexe, a chronic sick hospital which under the revised
procedure relating to transferable deaths of the Registrar-General---
operative from the 1st January, 1955, is regarded as the normal place of
residence of all persons dying therein, This procedure ceased on the 1st
April, when the Annexe and Eoundary Park General Hospital were
combined and became known as the Oldham and District General Hospital.

The following is an analysis of the age and sex distribution of all
persons who were certified as dying from cancer during the year:—

Ages Males Females | Total
e P i R o 8 Long M

s 2 | 2 | 2
31 o RS ee 1 : 1 2
B85 oo - | - | -
-1 R 4 : 5 g
N e 20 16 36
1T PR 44 . 45 89
Ty e L MG ; 39 o
75+ l 31 - 39 | 70

Totals ... | 145 145 | 200

Localisation of the Discase

(Classified in accordance with the Manual of the International
Statistical Classification of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of Death).

Malignant Neoplasm of Buecal Cavity and Pharynx (140-148)

I TR N e S A P T e S G ey W T
(141) Tongue ......-crisaee. e e R a s
{142) BSalivary Gland ......ccccovmimninss e e e o
LR b e e b s RN L AET e SRR i e e e s e 1
{144) Other parts of mouth and mouth unspecified .........ccccvciaree. -
Rk CIral MIBHODNBATIINR . i e s sry e habn e pm s S -
(146) Nasopharynx .......... e s e e e A -
fiaT) | Hypopharyox ... S T e St B
(148 Pharynx unspecified ........ SRR S s e e P e 2

Malignant Neoplasm of Digestive Organs and Peritoneum (150-159)
(150) Oesophagus  ..... e i, e L e S R |




a5 c

(151) Stomach .....ccoccvereens N
{152) Small intestine, including r.luc-denum =
(153) Large intestine, except reCtum ...........corecemsriienssmmnrnrane. 28
(154) Rectum biepebies MLl e gt Wby ol S e S R M R Srisptlra g |
(155) Biliary passages and of liver {st&ted to be prima.r:.r site) . 2
(156) Liver (secondary and unspecified) ........c..oioccininnenes A e s 3
(157) Pancreas ......c.coeeene e e e L s red Ao bl SE
{158) Peritoneum .......... R il T B R P 1
{159) Unspecified digestive organNs .........coovservesnnans b W LT R L |

Malignant Neoplasm of Respiratory System {160-163)
(160) Nose, nasal cavities, middle ear and accessory ginuses ......... 1
(161) LAFYINX  ecccoviisssssssanssansssmsamsemssssssansssioanss Sl PR L R
(162) Trachea, and of bronchus and lung specified as primary ....... 2
(163) Lung and bronchus, unspecified as to whether primary or
SELONAATY cccisisiec-eess = Pt A e Rt BT 46
{164) Mediastinum ..... e et bk e T e i R 1
(165) Thoracic organs (SeCONAATY] ......cocrrrurmsesirssanmarianranmansnne =

Malignant Neoplasm of Breast and Genito-Urinary Organs (170-181)

(171) CerviX ULETI  .cceveseerecrassesssssassssorsmmssmansssmsasanassas et f it .
(172) Corpus ULETT  ..cceieuceesriancrasrniimsaontsitiasnsnnaarsisasanaasans s o
(173) Other parts of uterus, mc‘ludmg chu:‘ioneplthelluma e A D
{174) Uterus, unspecified ............ SRR S e T e
(175) Owvary, fallopian tube and broad hgament .................. USRS R
(176) Other and unspecified female genital OrEANS ........ccocovevnaneaes -
(177T) PTOBLALE i.icvisresssmarassssnsuniassnsnsssnsassssssassnsnsnssnsssstanranassezaiting 7
{178) Testis D B A i Bt S P W e Eho -
{179) Other and unspecified male genital OTEANS «vvsvarsnnmrsnsssnsamnnsns 1
(180) Kidney I B S e e e e i i s b p A e
{181) Bladder and other urmar:.r nrgans ..... e R s e R o ne - BN
Malignant Neoplasm of other and Unspw:ﬂad Sites (190-199)

(120) Skin (melanoma) . e R L U
(191) BKIN  ..cccirrcmmmmnmrinmmmrionsssssssssaaccaisises '. ....................... e v -
(192) BEYe ....cccnacicsvasssscransnsis s SR e T S e e D R e e
(193) Brain and other parts of nervous s:."stem s e i 5
(184) Thyroid gland . e s B R b e R
(195) Other endncrinc gla.nds ...... Bl e S o S -
(196) Bone (including jaw DONE) ....ocoiiiiiirmiiimniiessnananienaes =
(187) Connective tISBSUE  ......cccerersrsimmrsnrassarsnanssssannnan, Sl -
(198) Lymph nodes (secondary and unspecified) .............. o A R SR
{199) Other and unspecified Sites .....covcoiiiiiiiimiiiirimne. S
Neoplasms of Lymphatic and Haematopoietic Tissues (200-205)

(200) Lymphosarcoma and ReticuloS&TCOMAE ......cciverramernrreannnunean
(201) Hodgkin's diSease ......ccovvamsenrisnnrsiaa.. SR
(202) Other forms of lymphoma (reticulosis) ...........: S i

(203) Multiple myeloma (plasmOCYTOMA) ......cococmrannmnsanasitissnnnees
(204) Leukaemia and aleUKBEMIA  ..ocooooiiciiiiiimirsniisnnnane,
{2(}5} My'l:‘ﬂsiﬁ fungﬂ-ideﬂ ................ A T SEEEEAEEETIRE PRI REEEERY

I e
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The following two tables which give the age and sex distribution of
deaths from cancer of the lung and bronchus for the years 1950 to 1955
inclusive are of interest.

Year 1950 1951 | 1952 1853 1954 1955
MBISE  ..ociineoviinans 30 21 | 30 38 45 42
Females ........... 8 5 2 11 5 6
| Age Groups .
Year  Sex | 15-25 25-35 | 35-45 | 45-55 | 55-65 | 65-75 75+ |Totals
1950 Males..| - | 1 | .- T | 30
Females - - 1 - I 2 2 1 9
1851 Males.. - 1 5 | ‘11 4 - 21
Females 1 | A e |  § - 5
1952 Males.., - e R I 11 2 30
Females - - | - g | - = - 2
1953 Males... - - | 1 6 8 15 T a8
Females | - - | - 1 3 [ i 11
1954 Males ... - ] g by S 2 45
Females - e 1 - 3 | - - 5
1955 Males... - | = T 18 | 18 4 42
Females =BE (Cah R 1 ES I S I 6
Total Males...| - | 2 71 41 7% | 66 17 | 206
w Females| 1 1 2 o 1z | 11 2 | &8
Grand Total...| 1 | 8 9 50 8 | 17 19 | 244

VENEREAL DISEASES

The following figures relate to Oldham patients attending for the first
time at a treatment centre and are extracted from records received from

the Consultant Vencrologist in charge of the Centre:—

Oldham | Rochdale

. _J_
L = 5edd e
i
i

Syphllis ..ceccencmmanies 25 1
Gonorrhtea .....emesees 21 1

. Non-Venereal and |
Undiagnosed | |
Conditions ............ {110 ! 8

Tﬂt-ﬂ.] T L LR | i IEE | ]ﬂ




SECTION VI

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA
WATER SUPPLY

The Waterworks Engineer and General Manager (Mr. C. Busfield) has
kindly supplied the following particulars:—

“ During the year 19395, a constant supply of potable water, generally
of a high standard of purity, was maintained to all premises within the
Department’s area of supply, which are supplied through the Department’s
distribution system.

About 70,350 dwelling-houses are connected directly to this Depart-
ment's mains within the Department's area of supply, and so far as can be
ascertained, no houses are now supplied from this Department’'s mains by
means of common stand-pipes. The estimated population within the
Department's area of supply Is 205,000.

The pH value of the water supplied from the Piethorne and Hanging
Lees sources, which is unfiltered, varied between 56 and 7.2. The rH
value of the water supplied from the Castleshaw source, which is filtered,
ranged between 6.6 and 7.6 and the pH value of the water supplied from
the Readycon Dean source, which ig also filtered, varied between 7.0 and
§6. Measures were taken as required to counteract occasional increases
in the acidity of the water and no cases of contamination by lead were

noted.

The potable water from all sources i= continuously sterilised by the
addition of chlorine and ammonia before passing into the distribution
system, and water supplied for trade purposes from the Department’s two
reservoirs at Strinesdale is sterilised by the addition of chlorine.”

Reservoir Chemical Bacteriological Remarks
Piethorne
Raw Water .......ccoeeevanans 1 5 0 B. Coli. per 100 ml.
5 1-10 8 TR e
1 11-50 = PR
After Sterilisation .:......... ; 4 16 i) - v
2 1'10 B (1] #E (1]
Hanging Lees
Faw Water .......... Mo . 1 2 L = e
1 1-10 G B0 T
After Sterilisation ............ 4 12 0 > PRS-
Castleshaw
Raw Water ......... 1 3 (] ot St v
2 1-10 = Cpdac
After Sterilisation ............ 4 13 (1] i e v
Readyeon Dean
Baw Water ......coomeeesmnees 1 2 0 2 i =
2 1-10 = il e
After Sterilisation .......ccee. 4 12 0 " STIRE | I |

1 1' 1“ 1 L " L1
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DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE

1 am indebted to Mr. J. Taylor, the Sewage Works Manager, for the
following report:—

“The main outfall works were originally designed to purify the sewage
by treatment in sedimentation tanks and ash filters. Subseguently contact
beds and percolating filters were installed: the contact beds being discarded
as a method of treatment in 1936. The present system of treatment was
used for the first time in 1938 and consists of Grit Chambers, Sedimentation
Tanks, Diffused Air Partial Activated Sludge Tanks, Percolating Filters
and Humus Tanks. Storm Water Tanks are provided for treating sewage
in excess of three times the dry weather flow.

The Sewage Works treat the whole of the sewage from the County
Borough together with the whole of the sewage from the adjoining Urban
Districts of Lees and Springhead.

Sludge produced from the Purification Plant is all treated in the
sedimentation tanks prior to further treatment in the heated Sludge
Digestion Plant and Siudge Drying Beds.

There is also a small Sewage Works situated at Bardsley for the
treatment of sewage from that area.

During the early part of the year from the purification plant the

results were about average but during the hot and dry weather the final

effluents leaving the works tended to deteriorate somewhat, this falling
off was mostly due to the increased strengths of the sewages to be treated
and partly to the inability of the partial activated sludge plant to deal
adequately with the concentration of sludge required in the system for
good purification. Optimum conditions for our purpose reguire 8§ to 10
per cent. concentration of sludge being carried in the plant for good results,
unfortunately only 3 to 4 per cent. concentration could be dealt with as in
hot weather the activated sludge became septic very quickly. The poor
state of the air diffusion tiles had a lot to do with these conditions and in
the near future these old tiles which are in plan flat will be replaced with
the more efficent dome type diffusers.

Once during the year the whole of the air-tiles and air-pipes were
removed and cleaned and for a short time better air distribution was
obtained but these conditions did not last for very long.

On several occasions during the year excessive foaming on the activated
sludge plant took place; the foam on dispersal left the plant and its
surrounds in a very dirty and sticky state; in windy conditions the foam
has also a tendency to rise in the atmosphere and travel a considerable
distance from the site.

The percolating filters stood up well to their task and quite good
purification was obtained, as in past years however the amount of suspended
solid matter in the final effluents was excessive due to low humus tank
capacity.

Insecticides of the D.D.T. and Gammexane types were again used on
the filter beds in an endeavour to control thé production and dispersal of
the adult filter fly known as ** Anisopus.” The treatment given appeared
to produce the results required. During the very hot weather chlorination
of the filters was also carried out.

il
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The final effluent from the Works was again used throughout the year
for the cooling towers at the adjacent Electric Power Station.

Several samples of effluent entering the Wince Brook were taken by
the Merscy River Board, two were classed as unsatisfactory.

The whole of the sludge produced in the Settling Tanks was further
treated in the heated Sludge Digestion Tanks; the tanks were maintained
at a temperature of approximately 80°F. The sludge gas (mostly methane)
produced was used for heating purposes.

Sludge cake was removed mechanically from the sludge drying beds
during the year when the weather conditions were favourable. The demand
for this type of sludge increased slightly, as also did the demand for
powdered sludge.

42,000 tons of raw sludge equal to 19.10 tons per million gallons of
sewage were removed from the Sedimentation Tanks.

The total amount of sewage received for treatment during the year
was 2,200,314,000 gallons which is equal to an average daily flow of
6,028,000 gallons.”

FPUBLIC CLEANSING

The Director of Public Cleansing (Mr. A. Millward) has kindly supplied
the following particulars:—

“ There are no ashpits in the Borough. All the house refuse from the
43,385 ash cans is collected by motor vehicles. B83.79% is dealt with by
tipping under the controlled system, and the remainder by separation a:-u'lclq
incineration at the Refuse Disposal Works. . .

A free dustbin scheme for the removal of refuse was adopted by the
Corporation on the 15th June, 1850, and from that date to the 31st
December, 1955, 24,053 dustbins have been supplied.

There is only one Refuse Disposal Works, and this is situated at Fhodes
Bank. The Cleansing and Transport Committee intend to proceed with the
erection of a new Refuse Disposal Works on the Glodwick Road site at
some future date and this will replace the existing works at Rhodes Bank.

The conversion of the remaining 244 sanitary pail closets to the fresh
water system by the Borough Engineer's Department is retarded owing
to the engineering difficulties which have to be overcome.

A scheme for an allowance to be granted to owners of houses of 50%
of the approved estimate of the cost for the conversion of a waste water
closet was adopted by the Corporation on the 10th December, 1951£ The
number of waste water closets converted under this scheme to the 31st
December, 1955, was 2,242 and of these 767 were converted during the year.

There are 208 miles of streets and passages in the Borough, cleansed
as follows:—

PRy e Tt e T TS
Twlce WeeKIY ..c.ciicissrmssnsnsssssamnnnsss 131 Miles
Less than once weekly .........c.eeeee.. 02 miles

Miles of streets cleansed (exclusive of footpaths) ... 23,521
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Gully Cleansing
Number of gulles ............. ST b 20,036
Number of cleansings during the year ... 120,218

The following figures indicate the amount of work done during the
Vear.

House and Trade Refuse Collection

Number of dustbins emptied ............... B Aoty el ] 2,276,050
MNumber of dustbins supplied under free dustbin scheme ......... 4,687
Number of sanitary paills emptied ............ e P gl 13,562
MNumber of collections of garbage ......ic.ococoiieeiiimiriiiseiossrsares 22,496
Number of loads of excreta collected ............ P S L B B 106
Number of loads of garbage collected ...........ccciiiins s arbatne Bb4
Number of tons of ashes taken to refuse disposal works ......... 6,125
Number of tons of ashes taken to Corporation tips ........c.ccoceees 31,657
Number of tons of clinker, etc., removed from refuse disposal

WBEHR .. e s S R S P S 3,279
Number of tons of baled tins s0ld ...........cviivimmneersincanininnnens 310
Number of tons of mortar sold ..........c.cecvvees I A A 58

Waste-Water Closets and Latrines

Blockages cleared (W.W.C.'S) ..ocvieiiriecassisccimnamnmnnaesisiiiiaina. 5,374
Blockages cleared (Latrines) ......occoiiiiiiiiimimamae.s. < —_
Drains cleared ........cccovceminnvenis S et S S O A et e 8
Drains found blocked requiring excavating ............... e 258
Tippers found not working and re-adjusted ..................ceeee ARt 125
Tippers, fittings, etc., found broken ............ccccciciei. 1,594
New tippers, fittings, ete., fiXed ......cooiivmminiiiiiiniiae: s 1,166
Visits paid flushing latrines, ete. .........ccoiiiiiinnaanens R e o et 6,347

Closet Accommaodation

The total number and type of closets in the Borough at the end of
the year were as follows :—

Fresh-water closets .........coeaceees 23,710
Waste-water closets .................. 21,746
Latrines:
Houses: ....:.0 o0 sy i A 178
2,1 e s S e e 133
Pall closebs: (oo i i s b : 244

SWIMMING BATHS AND FPOOLS

The General Superintendent of Baths (Mr. C. Murray) has kindly
zsupplied the following particulars:— ~

“During the year ending 31st December, 1955, the water in the whole
of the Corporation Swimming Baths has been maintained in accordance
with the Ministry of Health maximum requirement with regard to
marginal chlorination and maintenance of correct pH values.

At the Central, Robin Hill, Waterhead and Lowermoor Establishments,
where the chlorinating apparatus is capablé of dealing with the increased
amount of chlorine necessary for the operation of the Breakpoint
Chlorination technigue, this method of sterilization is used as an additional
safeguard at peak periods.
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Smoke Abatement -

The continued use of coke as boiler furnace fuel has been maintained
at the Central, Lowermoor, Hathershaw and Glodwick Establishments,
where the steam demand allows this type of fuel to be used under
conditions of reasonably slow combustion, and as these Establishments are
in close proximity to the main roads in the Town, with considerable
residential property in the districts, the mitigation of the smoke nuisance
from these boiler plants is of some consequence particularly so with regard
to Central Baths.

During the year, the whole of the Baths and, Wash-house premises and
appurtenances have been maintained in a satisfactery hygienic condition.
The swimming pool surrounds and all floors used by bathers are regularly
cleaned with a solution of sodium hypochlorite, an effective sterilising
agent, and a safeguard against infection.”

GENERAL SANITARY INSPECTION
To the Medical Officer of Health.

Sir,

I have pleasure in submitting my report for the year 1955.

The staff was further depleted in January by the resignations of
Inspectors J. Smith and C. Buckley who obtained similar appointments
elsewhere. Efforts to fill the vacancies have, however, been unsuccessful
and the Department is working 5 below establishment. One of the pupil
sanitary inspectors left the Department in September to enrol in a full
time sanitary inspector's course, hut this vacancy was soon filled to
maintain the full establishment of 3 pupils. : .

In spite of the ctaff shortage every effort has heen made to c.arr:.;
out the essential day to day work of the Department, but no routine
inspections have been effected to the various food premises, factories and
shops.

An active resumption of slum clearance work was made: 200
individual. unfit houses being represented during the year, and work
proceeded with the survey of the proposed Littlemoor Clearance Area. In
addition to this, survey work was carried out in connection with the
Council’s Proposals for slum clearance, and attention is drawn to the
detailed figures in the body of the report.

It was anticipated that property OwWners would take advantage of the
opportunity to increase rents under Section 23 of the Housing Repairs and
Rents Act, 1054, but very few owners =0 far have done so. This section
has not been as successful as was anticipated, with the result that
properties are falling into further disrepair.

Further comments under the various headings have been made in the

report.

In conclusion, I am indebted to yourszelf for the willing help and
co-operation I have recelved during the year, and I must pay tribute to the
whole of the staff for their efforts in spite of the difficulties.

Yours respectfully,
HAROLD V. CASS,
CHIEF SANITARY INSPECTOR.
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Summary of Work Carried Out by Sanitary Inspectors

During the year, 6,526 visits and 455 re-visits were made by the
Sanitary Inspectors in connection with inspections under the various

Acts:—

General
Accumulations  ............ TR wna e R
CloEets—WWEEETE ...ciiviiiassnssancssssannnssnnnsinn
Waste-Water .......cc... i lae e %
Al e R A
DIainage ....ococeemes e A S
] g o el b oL SRR, R S B e SRV
Public SeWeTrS .....crrs-z-teceomses S -
R4 o 21+ 1 R S
Entertainment HOUSES .....c.oooeoccecesns
Factories—Mechanical ..........ceess e
Non-Mechanieal ......ccccomiieess
Offices and Workplaces ......
OUEFOTHETE . .vcisscasammnnsasiscanas
1B g3 o g 12y e | e S R T R Tt
Keeping of Animals .;md Birde .ovrcmsinions &
Mill LOGERS ....covveiecisnscassnmsansanasrsansonss
Marine Stores ...... A s e R e ek S A
35T fare T T e e T S S e S
Offensive Trades ..cc.cosssssmmrmsnsrassrsasseaces
Rag Gatherers ...........coceuceceennans
Rats and MICe .....cocccovrmsrmnciicanes LTt 5
=i T ) | e
Shops ActS ..ciciiiiiiiiiiniii s
Contagious Diseases Animals Act .........
Water Supply ....cceenns TS e e e R
Tards and Courts ...ccccccicrssorsasssais
Houses Let in Lodgings ....c.ccooiicininnnes .

Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 195-1

Public Conveniences ......c.coccissrsrrsasmssas
Common Lodging HOUSEE .......ccivimisesanss
Tents, Vans and Sheds .......ceeccumsnrinennns
Smoke Abatement Visits ...........ie
OvercroWding ......cccenvevevmccssrersarsananeensss
Pet SHOPSE .covvirrersrannrassssssmsorssisnanssasssns
Rag Flock Act ..oooiiiriiiiiiiinnsnniann,

MiscellANEOUS ..cccececsssrsssrssmnmmmasssssssannsas

Food Premises
SlaughterhoUSes ........cccccrsssssasssasanerasaas

Meat ShOPE ..vvvvcricnsrimennsiimissisiannnnns et
Markets ............. e A i R e o
TWHATVES . ..cccnmrrnerrmrarssasnsassbsisssnnnmanssssns
Food Preparatmn Premises ...... i
Ice Cream PremisSes .occcecccceessscssenscisnss
Restaurants and Cafes ......-cceccvsvsnsaracas
Fish Frvers ..cccceeecee--

Fishmongers and F{:u]terers

Vizits

46

7

- 228
g
437
209
207
1

44

4

2
368
2

2
1,001
7

13
494

58
64

37
19

16

15
16

334

1,013
197
40

2 ik
a7

80

16

Re-Visits

1

= 1o - [ B 0 R ) B £ S R

170

| 81 w |

w |

Total

46
T
231
9
588
335
207
1

1
44

344

1,013
197
40

37
80

16
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Visits Re-Visits Total

(GIODRTS iussansmssmasissssasinsnsssssssanansssassasins 180

GIEENETOCETS .orerssescessssssnanasonsonszarassanses 6
Cold StOTEB ..ccivsevessasssizeasssserssasrastannass 1
TIASEIRE oovonsansresssnsnesisisansnssnerssinnisiarseses 33
Milk and Dairies Regulations ........... 21
Bacteriological FoOd ......overesvaneresrrenees ]
PIZEETIEE +eoinrsssiansuansnnsassnrssaenrniisenanssons 1
Bakchouses—Mechanical .....cccciimmneneees 172
Non-Mechanieal ..cc.coceeenaes 3

Food and DIUZS ...ccosecesrsretrsnnniasansasanss 382
Fertilisers and Feeding Stuffs ............ 14
Infectious Diseases—Inguiries ...........o.. 300
Food Poisoning ...... 120

DiSIBfECtION ovreresemnsrsssmnasassrnarassmsssrassnes 5
6,485

Summary of Action Taken and Work Carried Out
Number of Cases Taken in COUrE .:covesvamrarunnnasanmsarsanes

Number of Cases Reported to COMIMILLEE «.ouverionrersomssrmmmmarasennnnnas
b e o
Matters Referred to Other Departments ......ceessassareriesenassrnnseses
Number of Letters to Owners, AR P L
Number of Certificates of Disrepair ISSUCA ..vcesresrssraniannsssarnsvanas
Number of Preliminary Notices CETVEA .ovravssosarasnmssisnansasnsasnsassaras

Number of Complaints RecelVed ....coiessssarsssansasrensaruness

Number of Statutory Notices Served .......cccrcsamarrsumssnsannes

Disrepair
Roofs Repaired or Renewed .............

—_—

—
—
e
—m—
—_—
=
E—
—
et
-
—

444

Walls and Chimneys Repaired or RebUilt ......oceorsersssmmmransesss

Wall Plaster Repaired or Renewed

Ceiling Plaster Repaired or ReNeWed ..cccacveanamramaneasasazaansassas

Floors Repaired or Relald .....cococuamennrremmarumnssnrmsiest

Wwindows Repaired

Extra Lighting Provided S e e T T T

Ventilation Provided or TINPTOVEA ...oinieresamansssonanssussrasnsnsisess
Ranges or Fireplaces Repaired, Re-Set or Renewed ....coocanenens

Staircases Repaired or REEEVEH 1 onssuibsrssnansivssnasisiani sanstanytanangnrars

Handrails Provided or Repalred

mDIS REI}EII‘Eﬂ FEEEmmEEEAmEEEES CEE) -.n--.--+“|---—H-----++-r--l-*1-+1'l-!---i++'

Rooms Cleansed or Redecorated ....rocossisrasvasnasnmnionnsssarassarads

Contents of Rooms Cleansed or Destroyed ....occocemmmmmsssasrseasesinen

Dampness Remedied—RISINE ...ccovmmmuesammrmrrmmsammimssstt

Penetrating ....--erssssessessusarsssnsnasrannsanans

Outbuildings Repaired .........ccovmmrermanrees

Courts, Yards and Passages Paved or Repaved .....coessscsseness
; cle&nm l--iillli-i--i-llll-llll-l an L]

Sanitary Defects
Drainage—Cleansed .......

Repaired or ANRPRl s issnsssirinsusaan sansatipmamsERa kiRt n
Reconstructed B Ry e S T BT et e
e 1y, I Lt g

T T T T L L Lt

180
6

1
33

21
8
1

275




104

Public Sewers—Cleansed ........covveeveennens S e
Repalred or AIVETed ..ccccovpieismanierascmbissseiaraives

Reconstructed ......i.ecivesies SR e e e el

Eaves Gutters Repaired or Renewed, Cleansed ...........ccvvevveresrons
Rain Water Pipes—Repaired or Renewed ......cccc.oeeiveeeeeeesennssss .s
LR T Dol Ty ORISR e R e e LR

Sinks Renewed or Provided ........... e e e e
Sink Waste Pipes Repaired or Renewed ......... o s e T
Water Closets—Provided .........
I s e T e e ad

el 1 P ek TRl S by BRSBTS

Waste Water Closets—RepAITed .....coeserssrsrasissnsornsesnserernns
G f ] A

Closets Converted to Water Closets (or abolished)—Latrine .........
Palls o

Waste-Water .

Other Closets—Provided .................. 1 I T S B Bl -
L e o L e M

L s i e s i o e

poll Pipes Repaired or BENewWedl (...l it iitsiseinaiiansnssis
Water Supply Provided or IMProved .....c.iciiiissiecsisecssseessesceossessns

Miscellaneous

Nuisances Abated—Animals and Birds ......coeeevuvnennes
A T T s e s i e St
Other Conditions ......ccoccevmvnvveneee

L

128

e ——
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Factories Acts, 1937 and 1943

In accordance with Section 128 of the Factories Act, 1937, the following
particulars under Fart 1 and Part VIII of that Act are submitted:—

1.—INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to heaith fincluding inspections made
by Sanitary Inspectors). :

| l |

i = Number of -
1:'-1,;"(:; Numbefl :
Premises | line on | Inspec- | Written | Occupis
| No. | Register | tions | notices iprosecu e
(1) R TR N
() Factories in which Sections 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6 | N Mech. | ' 5 3
are to be enforced by Local Authorities ... | 1 70 5 }
{ii) Factories not included in (i) in which | _ F 11
Section 7 is enforced by the Local | | Mech. '!
e S S T 617 44
(ii) Other Premises in which Section 7 is | ! ; .
enforced by the Local Authority (exclud- | ; |
ing out-workers premises) T | 5
! |
U T Rl k. o0 S ‘

[1.—Cases in which defects were found.

| ! Number of cases in which defects
' 1 were found
| M/e. |———— e e =y
|- line ! Referred
Particulars No. | | . .. To HM. By H.M.
: , | Found IRemedmd Inspector Inspector
1] T R G __.l__i'ﬂ__ B e ) Rl N L
Want of cleanliness (5.1} ... i ol e ' -
Overcrowding (S.2) IR G T e

Unreasonable temperature (S.3) ... |

(]
Inadequate ventilation TR B ] S
8 | '

Inefiective drainage of floors (S5.6) 1 . ¢

Sanitary Conveniences (S.7) , ? |
{a) Insufficient... Bl 885 et b0 0 P oo
{4) Unsuitable or defective ... 10 ] ) e 11
{¢) Not separate for sexes ... | 11 TR B I -

Other offences against the Act (not | |

including offences relating to |

ﬂutwl:} r ks - 12 Sk | ok I i e
TN e e o 8 (e el T 13
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Qutworkers

Two lists relating to 13 outworkers were received during the year
relating to the following :—

M/cr. Line

No. ;
13 Wearing apparel, making, &c.

Offensive Trades
At the beginning of the year there were 16 offensive trades carried
on in the Borough, None was discontinued or commenced during the year
and at the end of the year the following offensive trades were being carried
on in the Borough : —

Tripe Boilers ......... S
Marine StOFes .....ccveeeiean B
Gut Scrapers ............ saend 2
Hide and Skin Depot ...... 1
Chemical Works ............ 2

7 visits were made to these premises during the year. No notices were
served in respect of defects.

Common Lodging Houses

No new premises were registered during the year. -There are 4
premises registered with accommeodation for 68 men. No premises are
registered for the accommodation of women.

Bakehouses

There were 287 bakehouses on the register at the beginning of the
year. No premises were registered and none discontinued, leaving 297
bakehouses on the register at the end of the year.

One basement bakehouse remains in use, the Council having renewed
the certificate permitting its use for a further period of 5 years from the
1st October, 1954,

During the vear 175 visits were paid to bakehouses. The majority of
the premises are maintained in a reasonably satisfactory condition.

The Rag Flock and Other Filling Materials Act, 1951

No new premises were registered or licensed during the year. In 3
cases the licence was renewed.

The following particulars refer to premises registered and ]icenseﬂ at
the end of the year:—
REGISTERED PREMISES :

(a) for manufacture of bedding .......ccccvvieee 2
() for UphOIEtEFINE .o enrvanasimnsamnnas o

LICENSED PREMISES:
(a) for manufacture of rag flock ...............
(b) for storage of rag flOCK .......cceedtuenncnnnes

There were 6 visits made under the above Act.

There were 9 samples of rag flock and other filling materials taken
during the year and all conformed with the Regulation.

[ =]
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Smoke Abatement

The Council has adopted the model Byelaw which regulated the

emission of black smoke by prescribing that “for the purposes of Sub-
Section (iv) of Section 103 of the Public Health Act, 1936, the emission of
<uch smoke from a chimney of any building, other than a private house,
for more than two minutes in any period of thirty minutes, shall, until the
contrary is proved, be deemed to be a statutory nuisance and a smoke
nuisance." ' P

During the year 4 smoke observations of thirty minutes’ duration were
taken. The extent of the emission of black smoke was as follows:—

No black smoke .........ee 31

Under 1 minute .........o.. 0
1-2 minutes ...-co.x B 0
2.3 mMInULes .ceecseseoncrsnaa 0
3-4 minutes ...ocooeeeninaaaes 3

Over 4 minutes ............ T

In the cases where excessive quantities of black smoke were being
emitted, the managers and steam engineers of the firms concerned were
interviewed and an improvement effected.

During the year further improvements were effected in a number of
cotton mills. In ong case, a mill which had been a constant source of
nuisance installed 3 new boilers and automatic stokers. This mill is now
burning inferior fucls effectively and without nuisance. In another case
a cotton mill was electrified.

The continued increase in the price of coal is playing its part in
making industry pay attention to fuel efficiency, with the resultant
reduction in atmospheric pollution.

Investigation of Atmospheric Follution

The scheme for the investigation of atmospheric pollution as described
in the Report for 1850 was continued. The Manchester and District
Regional Smoke Abatement Committee acl as agent for the participating
local authorities and re-charge the cost of the scheme on the basis of
rateable value.

The analyses obtained are published in the Atmospheric Pollution

Bulletin of the Department of Seientific and Industrial Research, and the -
following figures show the results obtained in Oldham and the neighbouring

towns.




SULPHUR POLLUTION—LEAD PEROXIDE METHOD

Mgm. Sulphur Trioxide per 100 sq. ems. exposed surface per day

| Jan. |lnh Mar. | April May (June July | Aug. |5{']'|-t | Det, I‘Huf. Dee.
OLDHAM | Feslisea . $i i
Alexandra Park | 260 | 308 | 28 | s (22 112 |31 |od |27 e |25 |=287
Haven Lane P 2FD | 9.50 | 2.0 | a3 148 1.3 |14 1.2 |18 | 21 g0 | 274
lorsedge St. ST 49 | — | — 43 188 | — (18 |27 4o | = |&Em
Westhulme Hospital | 48 R0 30 (32 | 2B OJL1T |14 1.3 120 |20 |ap | 408
Westlands | 441 | 4,006 42 |36 (33 |10 |18 (18 |28 3G |48 | 440
| | | [ |
CHADDERTON I l ,
Rireh Lane S04 | 260 2.1 20 | 1.0 | 11 0E 0 | 1.8 1.0 9,01 & =0
Grammar School 340 | 4.41 | 34 I 135 248 PR 118 | LT (24120 |48 | A
. 1 | |
CROMPTON i | i - - : ,F |
Shaw, Croft Bank =661 231 10 |24 L 1L0 Jo# 08 (10 (15 |23 |2
Shaw, Home Farm .24 | zaz | 2 | g0 | E4 |1E |13 {16 | 21 |87 |28 |37
FAILSWORTH 2 i e .
Highways Depot | 2.75 | 2.86 | 3.2 |6 I |18 |14 /12 [22 |31 |36 |20
| |
HYDE | % ! | [0
Highwayvs Yard | 281 (2951 8e |22 (18 |14 /1% |12 |14 |23 |22 |92@8)
Reservoir 12185 | 2.37 | 2.8 2.0 1.6 1.1 |13 1.1 1.7 |81 {28 |pog
| f { |
LEES | ! ! . |
Cemetery 2ag | 201 22 i 1.9 1.3° |09 j10 (OB (1.7 (1.8 |22 187
MIDDLETON ' j i
Thornham School e |t U i Bl et TRl Al T Bt i
Town Hall |2.74 | 279 (22 (20 (1.5 (11 (08 06 |09 |14 |22 l“5
{ | | | | |
| { | | | |
ROYTON ! | | | | ; | { | |
Hanging Chadder Farm 5| — AT [La |34 XA (12 112 (20 14D 4.8 [ q95
Royion Park 854 (282 |24 |26 20 (13 (10 10 (19 |28 (31 |55
i | | |
STALYERIDGE | | f
Mariet Ground 205 [ 28B4 | 33 27 21 1.8 (1.7 1d |12 |30 [&7 | 3=3
Oakfield 2.50 1257 1256 (26 |24 |14 [23 18 |18 |25 |85 |am
i | I | 1
ASHTON | | - | | | !
Grazmere, Stockport B.D./ o 57 | 292 (28 22 '17 |14 |12 |08 14 |20 (26 |43
Hartshead Pike Sop| 214127 127 |20 |16 |36 |15 |2y |29 |26 |3514
Lord Street .05 | 553 |44 128 |82 (1.7 1148 '1] 'gp |33 [42 (40
Lyndhurst Avenue gon | 298 (29 25 (18 (1% !11 '08 |78 |%®5 |58 |san
Sewage Works, Walerloo | | — | — | ' | o B e e 8 | &7 | gos
. i ' ' : '
ROCHDALE | = I | - ! | |
Entwistle Rd. 2.5 | 208115 (1.2 113 |12 |08 ‘096 |gg |00 |83 | —
Fexholes Hze., Rugby Rd. ' 300 | £.48 [ 17 1.1 1.2 |13 |08 08 |13 |32 | [
Roch Mills Sewage Wks. | 257 (170 |17 |09 12 | 1.6 |08 (0.8 |3 |13 (A8 I
SADDLEWORTH | F i | | |
Greentield Sewage Wks. | 2.34 | 157 22 115 (14 (13 (11 09 16 11 I!.:S | =
| | i | | |
MANCHESTER ! _ ! ' I - ’ i |
Monsall | 467 1410 |87 |EB§ (27 100 | 3% (2.7 |=p |27 |68 [ —
Rusholme 250 |3.07 |81 |17 118 (1.2 |32 '10 |14 |24 |25 [ —
Withington 218 (230121 (12 |69 |67 |08 o7 | | 148 127 =
SALFORD ! ! ! ' | |
Ladywell Sanatorium {448 |34 |32 136 (41 |17 — |16 |22 |31 |48 | —
Begent Road |6.48 | 6.08 |61 |30 |32 |24 |24 |20 | 3.5 |48 |53 | —
STOGKPORT | g
Cheadle Heath 8. W. '328 1320|381 (80 |16 |25-[27 '13 |16 |22 |31 | —
Partwood | 343 j2ge |20 |32 |18 |23 |14 |18 | oA rae 2|l —
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Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949

During the year, 813 complaints of rat infestation were received and
the results of investigations were as follows .—

Defective drainage ...... 445
Stray Rals ... 8L
MACE e i B0
BN e i 2

Rodent Control

The arrangements for rodent control continued as in the previous year.
The consolidated grant of 50 per cent of the approved net expenditure
incurred by the local authority was continued under Circular N.5.21.

As a result of alteration in policy the Workable Area Committees were
discontinued, and the Borough was included in the South East Lancashire
Advisory Committee, Councillor Mrs. E. Rothwell and the Chief Sanitary
Inspector were appointed as representatives of the Health Committee to
serve on the Committee for the ensuing year. This Committee serves a
very useful purpose for co-ordinating the work of all local authorities and
national bodies, &c., and is a useful instrument for the exchanging of views
and up to date Information on modern methods of the control of rodents
and other pests.

Sewer Maintenance Treatments

The second sewer maintenance treatment for the financial year 1954/55
and the first sewer maintenance treatment for the year 1955/56 were
carried out during the year, when the following results were obtained :—

1854-55 1955-56

UMD OF MADBOIEE <. o v rasmarmi ks svadatemnis cxakbaiaramens = BRI 2,106
Mumber of manholes baited ..... .....cccrssrsrmemssrnssrsanrens T42 750
Number of manholes showing pre-bait take ............... 941 880
Number of manholes showing complete pre-bait take ... 423 475
Test baiting was also carried out on the following estates in July:—
Holts, Fitton Hill,
Strinesdale, Limeside No. 2.
Mumber of manholes baited ... aee. &0
Number of manholes showing no take ............... et T
MNumber of manholes showing pre-bait take .........cceeee... 13
Number of manholes showing complete pre-bait take ...... 20

Baiting was carried out on two consecutive days and on the third day
a poisoned bait was put down. The bait bases were sausage rusk and bread
mash and the poisons zinc phosphide and arsenious oxide,

The Pet Animals Aet, 1951

The Chief Sanitary Inspector, Deputy Chief Sanitary Inspector, one
Assistant Sanitary Inspector, and Mr. J. Sullivan, M.\R.C.V.E., Velerinary
Surgeon, are the appointed authorised officers for the purpose of
inspection.

At the end of the year, 11 premises were licensed and 11 visits had
been made under the Act during the vear. All the premises were found
to be kept in a satisfactory condition,
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Diseases of Animals Acts

The Chief Sanitary Inspector is the Authorised Inspector under the
Dizeases of Animals Acts.

There were 2 cases of suspected swine fever notified to the Ministry
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, and in one case, swine fever Was
confirmed. The necessary disinfection was carried out in each case.

Under the Swine Fever (Infected Districts) Order, 1955, which came
into operation on the 13th May, 1835, Oldham was scheduled. This Order
had been made in view of the high incidence of swine fever in this area.
The Order prohibited the movement of swine into, out of, and within the
areas specified, except under licence, and also prohibited the holding of
store markets.

138 movement licences were issued.

In November fowl pest was reported in the Borough, and restrictions
were applied on several premises by the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food. In all 610 birds had to be destroyed before the restrictions were
lifted.

Fertilisers and Feeding Stuffs Act, 1926

There were 2 samples of fertilisers and 18 samples of feeding stuffs
sent for examination under the provisions of the Act.

The following formal samples of feeding gtuffs were reported upon as
“mat jn accordance with the statutory statement”:—
GROW MasH LN.T. 4.04 per cent fibre as against 5.5
per cent in statutory statement.
Thiz matter was referred to the firm concerned with a view to the
necessary adjustments in the analysis.
DRIED GRASS MEAL 11.37 per cent Albuminoids
(protein) as against 15.0 per cent
in statutory statement.

The manufacturers were advised but were unable to identify the
sample owing to lapse of time since purchase.

POULTRY Fo0O0D, , 4.56 per cent fibre as against 6.25
No. 1A PELLETS per cent in statutory statement.

The following informal samples of fertllisers were reported upon as
“not in accordance with the statutory statement” :— ;

GRANULAR FERTILISER 2.21 per cent insoluble phosphorie
acid as against 0.5 per cent in
statutory statement.

GRANULAR FERTILISER 7.21 per cent soluble phosphoric
acid and 1.61 per cent insoluble
phosphoric acid as against 8.25
per cent and 0.75 per cent in
statutory statement.

The differences were not to the prejudice of the purchaser and no
further action was taken.

There were 14 visits made under the Act,
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SECTION VII
- HOUSING

Slum Clearance Programme

The Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1854, came into operation on the
30th August, 1954, and required every local authority within one year from
the commencement of the Act to submit to the Ministry of Housing and
Locul Government proposals for dealing with the houses in their area
which appeared to them to be unfit for human habitation and liable to
demolition.

The following are details of the slum clearance proposals which were
submitted by the Council to the Ministry of Housing and Local Government
and are given in the form requested : —

Total number of permanent dwellings
in the Local Authority’'s area 43,498

Part I THE TOTAL PROBLEM
(i) Estimated number of houses (i) Substantially OVer 11,169
unfit for human habitation houses.
within the meaning of Section
9 of the Housing Repairs and
Rents Act, 1854, and suitable
for action under section 11 or
section 25 of the Housing Act,
1936.

(ii) Period in years which the {ii) In excess of 20 years.
Council think necessary for
securing the demolition of all
the houses in (i).

Part II ORDERS ALREADY MADE, ETC.
(iii) Number of houses in (i) in (iii) Nil
clearance areas and already
covered by operative clearance
or compulsory purchase orders
or owned by the local
authority.

(iv) Number of houses which are (iv) Nil
already in clearance areas and
for which clearance or com-
pulsory purchase orders have
heen submitted to  the
Ministry but have not vet
become operative. :

Part II1 ACTION IN THE FIRST FIVE YEARS

(v} Number of houses which are (v) Nil
already in clearance areas and -
for which clearance oOr com-
pulsory purchase orders are to
be made, or which are to be
purchased by agreement with-
in the five years,
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(vi) Number of houses which are (vi) 1,423

to be included in clearance
areas still to be declared and
which within the five years
will be owmed by the local
authority or will have been
included in a clearance order
or a compulsory purchase
order submitted to the
Minister.

(vil) Number of houses under (iii), (vii) Number which could e

{iv), (v) and (vi) to be patched
(if necessary) and retained
within the five years under
section 2 of the Housing
Repairs and Rents Act, 1954,

patched with the resources
available is estimated at 400
to 700, but it is considered
very doubtful if the number of
houses suitable for this treat-

ment in the areas included in
the programme covered by
item (vi) will approach even
the lower figure.

for temporary accommodation.

(viii) Number of houses under (iii), (viii) 800
(ivy, (v) and (vi) to ©be
demolished in the five years.

{ix) Number of houses (including (ix) 350
thoze already comprised in
operative demolition orders) to
be demolished in the five years
as a result of action under
section 11 of the Housing Act,

1936.

The information contained in these proposals has been compiled over
a period of approximately 15 years as a result of survey and investigation,
the details having been carefully recorded on lists and maps of the
properties concerned. This obviated any detailed survey having to be made
which would have been quite impossible. The figures include 2,079 back

to back or single type houses and all the properties have some or all of

the sanitary defects contained in the Housing Acts, 1919/1936, and Section
9 of the 1954 Act.

In addition to the 2,079 back to back or single type houses, the
preponderant type of house in the Borough is the 4 roomed (2 up and 2
down) cottage built prior to 1900, and constructed in long rows with yard
space and narrow back passages. These houses have permitted numbers
of from 5 to 7i. There are approximately 27,800 of these houses and the
average rents are between 9s, 0d. and 10s. 0d. per week inclusive. There
are comparatively few of these houses included in the slum clearance
programme. Many of them are jerry built and in a state of disrepalr,
having unsatisfactory sinks, unsatisfactory or no separate waste-water
closet accommodation, damp stone flag floors, steep dark staireases, and
no ventilated food stores or effective damp proof courses. In the majority
of these houses the living rooms are entered from the street, and the
kitchens open directly into the backyard, and are cold and draughty.

B
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The proposals submitted to the Ministry have been based on the
assumption that the building capacity of the area is in the region of 400
houses per year, and the Housing Committee have allocated some 200
houses per year for slum clearance purposes.

It will be seen, therefore, that in relation to the size of the programme,
with this small number of houses allocated, it will take over fifty years
to deal with the present programme, and some extraordinary measures
require to be taken to speed up the removal of this intolerable social
problem.

An opportunity has been taken to compare the local problem with
other authorities and in relation to the size of the Borough, Oldham’s
problem is the eighth largest in the country.

Slum Clearance Progress

In 1939, the war emergency completely restricted slum clearance and
the building of new houses and no official permission was given for slum
clearance to be resumed until the issue in March, 1954, of Ministry of
Heusing and Local Government Circular 30/54.

It has, however, been necessary to deal with properties having serious
sanitary defects and action was first taken in this connection in the year
1943 when Demolition Orders were made affecting 12 houses. During that
yvear and subsequent years to the 31st December, 1955 {inclusive) the
following houses have been dealt with:—

No. of individual houses represented ............ aae D22
No. of Demolition Orders made .....cccceoiiinnns . 360
No. of Closing Orders made .......ccomeeeeciimmesnrans 18
No. of undertakings accepted .......ccoeavmmervmsnses 11
No. of houzes demolished voluntarily ...... i R
Other demoOltIONS .cvcivveiirriiiiaissiisasrssnnnnsnss 1
Representation not accepted ......cooiiiiiimniinienans 1
Consideration of Order deferred ..........ccoeeceeeee 1
Representation mot yet considered .................. 120

Voluntary Demolitions

Information was received with regard to the demolition of 3 houses
by voluntary action, all of which were included in the slum clearance

programme. .
; Individual Unfit Houses

It was found necessary to represent 200 houses. Demolition Orders
were made in respect of 74 of these houses and Closing Orders under
gection 10 (1) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act,
1853, in respect of 4 houses and an undertaking under Section 11 {3) of the
Housing Act, 1936, was accepted in respect of 1 house. These involved
the displacement of 75 families and 227 persons. In one case the making
of a Demolition Order was deferred. In 120 cases details of ownership
were not completed and it was therefore not possible to arrange for the
Housing Committee to consider the making of Demolition Orders before
the end of the year.
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Demolition Orders were also made during the year in respect of 55
houses, Closing Orders under Section 10 (1) of the Local Government
{Mi=cellaneous Provisions) Act, 1953, in respect of 8 houses and
undertakings under Section 11 (3) of the Housing Act, 1936, were accepted
in respect of 3 houses, These 66 properties were represented during 1954.

The following is a summary of the individual unfit houses dealt with
during the years 1943 to 1955:—

_ Position as at 31st Dec., 1955
! Persons I | Total
Houses| Rehoused Total ! No. of
| Vacat- j=—————-—— No. of | Houses Houses
| Houses | No. of | No. of ed il!_v Cor- By Own persons| Demol-| await-
Year | repre-  families| persons or | pora- ar-  await- | ished ing
| sented | Empty | tion range- ing re-| demol-
; . ments | hous'g | ition
1943 to | 5 E i 5 |-
1945 | 43 | 32 | 131 43 | 118 13 Py e = R BRI
1946 | 37 | 47 | 128 37 | 110 18 So.q- 38 4
1947 | 48 46 | 109 48 | 02 17 L o i
1948 *40 41 | 153 40 | 135 18, | . | *40
1949 T T 14 | 47 4 oot el
1950 | 14 | 13 | 238 14 | 24 12 14
1851 11 15 | 48 ] A (R 6 S it
1952 Tl SSeT 1) [ 7 26 2 G P
1953 | *20 16 | 56 19 56 2 o 19 5
1954 x 88 78 | 236 78 | 1BZ 36 | 1s b2 | 2
1955 **200 | 184 | 510 | 116 | 105 15 | 387 |- 15 | &9

*An undertaking under Section 11 (3) of the Housing Act, 1936, was
accepted in respect of one house. This house was demolished

voluntarily during 1952,

+ An undertaking under Section 11 (3) of the Housing Act, 1936, was
accepted in respect of 6 houses. These houses were voluntarily
demolished during 1951.
$15 houses were demolished before Demolition Orders could be made
by the Council. In the case of one house the representation was not
accepted. _
xIn 9 cases Closing Orders were made under Section 10 (1) of the Local
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Aect, 1953, and undertakings
under Section 11 (3) of the Housing Act, 1936, were accepted in respect
of 3 houses.

*#+In 4 cases Closing Orders were made under Section 10 (1) of the Local

Government (Miscellaneous Provisions). Act, 1953, and an undertaking
was accepted under Section 11 (3) of the Housing Act, 1836, in respect

of one house.

Ministry of Housing and Local Government Circular 54/55 was issued
in September. This circular recommends that local authorities should
issue a general reminder to the public through the press advising anyone
intending to purchase older type properties to enquire at the Council's
offices to ascertain whether such properties were affected by the Slum

Clearance Programme.
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Publicity was given to this circular although this information was
already being given to the public on enquiry. During the vear 424 such’

enquiries were dealt with.

The following are details of returns of demolition, closing and repair
of houses under the Housing and Public Health Acts, made to the Ministry
of Housing and Local Government in accordance with Circular 48/535.

1. Inspaétiﬂn of Dwellinghouses During the Year
(1) (a) Total number of dwellinghouses inspected for housing
defects (under Public Health or Housing Acts) .........
(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose ............
(2) (a) Number of dwellinghouses (included under sub-head

{1) above) which were inspected and recorded under
the Housing Consolidated Regulations, 1925 ............

{(h) Number of inspections made for this purpose ............

2. Remedy of Defects During the Year Without Service of
Tormal Notices -
Number of defective dwellinghouses rendered fit in consequence
of informal action by the Loeal Authority or their Officers ...

3.  Action Under Statutory Powers During the Year
" (A) PROCEEDINGS UNDER SECTION 9, 10 AND 16 OF THE
HOUSING ACT, 1936: '
{1) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which notices
were served requiring repairs .....cccoccvicsisaiiineen..
{2) Number of dwellinghouses which were ‘rendered fit
after service of formal notices:
(B) BY OWINETS ..cccucrsarainsmsarramirsssssnsssstosssnsaissssssasnses
{b) By Local Authority in default of OWNErs ............

(B) PROCEEDINGS UNDER PUBLIC HEALTH ACTS :
(1) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which notices
were served requiring defects to be remedied ............
(2) Number of dwellinghouses in which defects were
remedied after service of formal notices:
(2) BY OWIEIS ....c.coviinesinramrsssssnsaniassanissnnnas S
(b) By Local Authority in default of owners ......
(C) PROCEEDINGS UNDER SECTIONS 11 AND 13 OF THE
HOUSING ACT, 1936:
(1) Number of dwellinghcuses in respect of which
Demolition Orders were MAade ..........ococevmiansmnniseas

(2) Number of dwellinghouses demolished in pursuance of .

Demolition Orders .......cccoimmeen S ——————

(D) PROCEEDINGS UNDER SECTION 12 OF THE HOUSING ACT, 1936:
(1) Number of separate tenements or underground rooms

in respect of which Closing Orders were made .........

(2) Number of separate tenements or underground rooms

in respect of which Closing Orders were determined,

the tenement or room having been rendered fit .........

4124
7,119

Nil
Nil

1,214

5

41

386

281

T4

62

Nil

Nil
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ﬂ"rl?rl.',"rﬂ'l.'\'t“ng'
There were 4 new cases of overcrowding reported during the year.
Certificates of Disrepair

During the year 65 applications were received from tenants for
certificates of disrepair, These were dealt with as follows:—

Certificates recommended ............. 61
Mot recommended ....coovvrirenens 1
8 h T o T B Rl e e e i R et 3

There were 36 applications for revocation which were dealt with as
b T, et e e e e O |
L P [y i iy e SR o CERTRE Sl -

Housing Applications Register

I am jndebted to Mr. F. D. Matthews, Hoysing Manager, for the
following information ;—

“On the 31st December there were 2,124 applications for housing
accommeodation on the Housing Applications Register. This figure includes
446 applications for aged perzons’ bungalows.”

Housing Act, 1949

Under Section 15 (2) of this Act, in order to gualify for a grant, a
dwelling must provide satisfactory accommodation for at least 15 years
and the dwelling must conform to the specified requirements with respect
to their construction and physical condition and provision of services and
amenities. :

During the wyear 144 applications for improvements grants were
submitted to the Surveyor's and Buildings Committee and 5 were refused.
The grants recommended during the year totalled £15,984.

There were 130 enquiries made through this department for
improvement grants, In 9 of thesze cases recommendations were not made
as the properties could not be guaranteed a life of at least 15 years.

Eradication of Bed Bugs

The following figures show the number of houses inspected and the
number disinfested : —
Corporation Mhers

Houses Inspected . it faadiadiiaiiaiean 109 258
Fond DEPesbed s e ce ot s s o i e S - b1
Disinfasted by HA M, ..cooovee i s sainanes g -— ——
Disinfested by spraying with liguid insecticide — 188

Removals and Disinfestation of Furniture

A Bedford 30 cwt. disinfecting van is used for the disinfestation of
furniture of families who are moving into Corporation houses and during
the year the furniture of 201 families was disinfested prior to removal to
Corporation houses. 3

Disinfection .

The arrangements for disinfection continued as In previous years.
During the year 29,928 articles were disinfected and 5,762 destroyed. The
total number of houses disinfected was 596 with a total of 3,160 rooms.
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SECTION VIII
INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOODS

Milk Supply

Food and Drugs Authorities are responsible for the licensing and
supervision o¢f pasteurising and sterilising establishments and local
authorities for the registration, supervision and licensing of persons and
premises dealing in the sale as distinct from the production of milk.

The Milk (Special Designation) (Specified Areas) (No. 3) Order, 1953,
is operative with regard to Oldham and requires that only designated milks
chould be supplied within the area. The special designations which may
now be used in relation to milk are:

“ Pasteurised " “ Sterilized " “ Tuberculin Tested "

Milk Production in the Borough

At the beginning of the year 46 farms with 725 cows were producing
milk in the Borough. During the year 4 farmers ceased to produce milk
and at the end of the year 42 farms with 574 cows were producing milk
in the Borough and of these 19 had “Tuberculin Tested” licences.

The Milk and Dairies Regulations, 1949

At the beginning of the vear there were 29 distributors producing
milk in the Borough. 3

There were 28 distributor producers outside the Borough at the
beginning of the year.

During the year, 82 new distributors were registered for the sale of
bottled milk.

On the 31st December there were T premises registered as dairies and
680 registered distributors of milk, comprised as follows: —

Number of distributors producing milk in the Borough .................. 28
Number of distributors producing milk outside the Borough ............ 31
Number of distributors with dairy premises in the Borough ............ 7
Number of distributors with dairy premises outside the Borough ... g
Mumber of other GISEHBUOEE ..covncerrnesmsmansinsnrssiarseeeomesssassssesanssusnn 2
Number of shnps at which bottled milk is sanld SRR R e

The Milk (Special Designation) (Raw Milk) Regulations, 1949
The fn'llowing licences were in force on the 31st December : —
{a) To use the designation “Tuberculin Tested" :
WEPOAORE'S LACEEIEE xoseheisanassnsnnssyassnsnsvnsnninmnsioy o A0

DeRler’sE LICBIOE . iiiiuiiin-tnsssinsnpanserssnminassnmsnnss A
tSupplementary LICENCE ......coveecreriimieininannn =

-
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The Milk (Special Designation) (Pasteurised and Sterilised
Milk) Regulations, 1949
The following licences were in force on the 31st December : —
(a) To use the designation “Pasteurised™ :

Dealer's (Pasteuriser's) Licence ........cocvviieenes. - &

Dealer's AR IRe it s S g 119

ISupplementary LICENCE ...civiiiiisscisioicnssnsssnnrnse E
(b) To use the designation “Sterilised” :

Dealer's (Steriliser's) LICeNCe ...c.cccvcenccrsanssass e

IENERIAT'S TACBTIBE ciiii iit s neorcsmrsuns ansssataii Sub it 616

Isupplementary Licente ..oocoiiaciiiiciiiirra s 2

*These licences are granted by the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food.

A Supplementary Licence is issued to persons whose premises are
outside the Borough but whe distribute milk within the Borough.
Examination of Milk (Samples) for Tubercle Baeilli

During the year, 85 samples were taken for examination for the
presence of tubercle bacilli. There were 37 samples from farms within the
Borough and 48 were from farms outside the Borough, 1 ( per cent)
as 1854 being “positive.”

The following table details the 85 samples taken: — =

MNo. of Tubercle Baeilli
Clasz of Milk Sample Samples
Taken Absent Present
TRETA@ed. .. .enr rasnrrssnrsnsniner g 31 [ 1
Tuberculin Testad .............. 53 53 -
TOLEIB ...ooieene 1 88 BT R ale Arh

On receipt of a “positive” report the name and address of the milk
producer is immediately notified to the appropriate Divizional Veterinary
Inspector of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and to the
Medical Officer of Health of the district concerned if the milk was produced
outside the Borough. 2

No notices were served under Regulation 20 of the Milk and Dairies
Eegulations, 1940,

Milkk Samples Taken for Methylene Blue Test
There were 122 samples taken with the following results:—

No. of Methylene Elue Test
Class of Milk Sample Samples S— et L
Taken FPaszed | Falled
Pasteurised ......cooveveremnrenese (= 110 . 104 (2
T.T./'Pasteurised ........c.c..... _ 11 11 -
Tuberculin Tested .............. 1 ' 1 -

)oY [ R S S - - - -

Totals ..... Sogein 122 116 G
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With regard to the samples which failed to satisfy the Methylene Elue
Test, 5 were from a dairy within the Borough and 1 from outside the
Borough. :

The unsatisfactory results were alleged to be due to a defect in the
bottle washing plant. This was remedied and subsequent samples were
reported to be satisfactory.

Milk Samples Taken for Phosphatase Test

Regular samples are taken of pasteurised milk which comes into the
Borough and of milk which is pasteurised in the Borough. Samples of the
milk supplied under the Milk in Schools Scheme are taken monthly.

The following table details the samples taken:—

Mo. of I
Class of Milk Sample Bl Thoupitatass Tagt
Taken Paz=ed Failed
Pacteurised ......cvooriisniannnsas 110 109 1
TT. /Pasteurized ...ccoeaisucees | 11 11 -
e | [t g1 |- . 330 1

Samples which fail to pass the test are followed up immediately and
where this involves plants outside the Borough the Medical Officer of
Health and the firm concerned are Totified.

Milk Samples for Turbidity Test
No samples of sterilised milk were submitted during the year.

ICE CREAM

During the year the control over the manufacture and sale of ice
cream was maintained and 80 visits were paid to registered premises.

On the 31st December there were 366 premises registered under
Seetion 14 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938, for the sale, manufacture or
storage of ice cream. The following table gives details of the premises
registered : —

(a) For the manufacture and sale of ice cream 10
(b) For sale of pre-packed ice cream ............... 346
(¢) For sale of loose and pre-packed ice cream ... 10

In the pfeviuus vear 328 premises were registered for the sale of pre-
packed ice cream and 10 for the sale of loose and pre-packed ice cream.

Ice Cream (Heat Treatment, &c.r Regulations, 1947-1952

There are T large ice cream manufacturers in the Borough and 3 firms
who use a “complete cold mix.” All the firms have complied with the
requirements of the Regulations and are fully alive to the importance of
producing a product which is prepared and stored under strictly hygienic
conditions,

I

i o Dl ol e At il e

i
|
]
|
_j
?
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Bacteriological Examination

There is no statutory bacteriological standard of cleanliness for ice
cream but a methylene blue test has been adapted for ice cream and the
result is classified in one of 4 grades.

There were 18 samples of ice cream submitted for the methylene blue
grading test, with the following results:—

Grade I ...........- SRR AR e e
Grade II 2
Grade T c.oueees iz A
e T o o e e R e i e

In the case of the Grade III sample, the attention of the manufacturer
was drawn to the results of the test and subsequent samples from this
firm are reported to be satisfactory.

Standard for Ice Cream

During the year 17 samples of ice cream were taken for analysis, and
one sample was reported as below standard. This was deficient in fat
to the extent of 15.2 per cent. The fat content was 4.24 per cent instead
of the minimum of 5 per cent. A letter of warning was forwarded to the
manufacturer.
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MEAT INSPECTION
Slaughterhouses
There are no private slaughterhouses in the Borough, but there are
two public slaughterhouses under the control of the Markets and Baths
Committee; one is leased to the local Co-operative Society and the other
to a private firm. Facilities are available at both these slaughterhouses
for butchers to have their own animals slaughtered.

The following table shows the number of animals killed and inspected
during the year with the results of inspection:—

Carcases Inspected and Condemned

Cattle | l { Sheep

; | exclud- | Cows | Calves and | Pigs
s |ing Cows | | Lambs
Number killed (if known) ... | 2,344 | 2,280 152 | 30,926 | 4,687

Number inspected ... 2,314 2,280 152 30,926 | 4,587

All Diseases except |
Tuberculosis and Cysticerci |
Whole Carcases condemned : ek 4 B S el 4

Carcases of which some part | ! i

or organ was condemned | 481 | BOG 434 173

Percentage of the number
inspected affected with | |
disease other than Tuber- | | i i
culosis and Cysticerci ... | 20.563 39.318 | 5.2063 | 1.451 3.R58

et e

=
L=

Tuberculosis only i : E
Whole Carcases condemned | 13 -

Carcases of which some part .
or organ was condemned 176 - 575 £6

Percentage of the num‘ber:; : L . i
inspected affected with | |
Tuberculosis o e 7.508 24,797 |

1.0]18

Cysticercosis
Carcases of which some part | i
or organ was condemned | 11 1 g

Carcases submitted to treat- | |
ment by refrigeration ... | 10 1 |

Generalised and totally
condemned — ‘

i
i
- | = | Fam | anw e

The following figures show the percentage of cows affected with

tuberculosis for the years 1952 to 1955:— Cow : Percentage
Carcases affected with
Examined Tuberculosis

1 1| A 2,025 35.59

JOBB coeicrrersssiannnsssarassis 4,024 32.50

1954 °.....-e e R S 2,647 27.37

1855 .ieecresannnansnassasasannnnse 2,289 24.79
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The total weight of meat and offal destroyed was:—

For tuberculosls ...cccoivemsarsanecnnnins L Sl 32, T2711bs.

_ For diseases other than tuberculosis ......... 36,58E]bs.

During the year 8 cows were found to be affected with tuberculosis

of the udder and partial condemnation was necessary.

Tuberculosis in Pigs

One batch of pigs received at the slaughterhouse was found to be
extensively affected with tuberculosis, and it was considered necessary to
inform the appropriate Divisional Inspector of the Ministry of Agriculture,

Fisheries and Food and advise at the place of origin.

Summary of Diseased and Unsound Food
Destroyed During 1955

Dattle (18 whole CAFCASEE] .oaccoviisscarissranssansanssssuans STl A8 b
(2,128 part carcases and org‘fms} ...... e e e i

Sheep (15 whole CATCASES) .cccccivecnriiccsissisinasrinansinnss
(434 part carcases and Organs) -.......ccceeiens e s e SRl i

Pigs (6 whole CATCASES) ..c.iciiarimnisrasernunsssssinssssnanrinnsnases
(259 part carcases and OTZENS) ......cccceccisvinnss R R e A £
Calves (8 whole cATCases) ....occvviviinnniniiannsnes R R T
(part carcases and organs) ......... S i R R

Preserved Food ..occcevnvviiiineanns e e

T i S e e T e A B e iRty

Sausage ......... Sl il e e e SN Sl R S e A T G
Lo [ e S e s o e e S R S e e e e e iane
Bacon and Ham .......................... L R A e i SR S e,
AT A ITA 8, R e
Zooked Meat cvuiiiiiriisiissrnnsnsncasassnan Caeriersrasrssaseirassiesisearessitanes
Eirded TERIE oo e e naais R L s A
Fish and Fisheakes ......cccicaaciiiiiinias e e e e L
BT TIRT i o e M o B B e A B8 R e
Frozen EEE ..ccicivrirarssirsorrssanacsncsasssiissansssnansnsnass e et e e
b e R e e R R i i M e b il M i e S A s M AR
e e e e i W S T e
ST e L e s e et R S E e e e e T o AL e
B3 H i e Sy O i S e R e
Butter and Margarine ............
BUEAT  «eumemssis
Sweet Fuddmg‘s .................. o
Pulses and Careals ......cccccieesiessansissianssasrannsnssatansiastsaniannsnssnns
BT 1115 § e P B et R
o e s s it e e e e ol e s e B T
CROCOIATE o oioisicsesasasssanssiainsnsasiasssasnssfisssassssrrarssasnnpasbusstnansarse
Dried MIIK ..ccciviinn e e e e creasessrssssesrartsTETsnranna i
FORARTNERE s s iaainss dos s wie e b e e R ECCTCTTTPITIPRRS
Bicarbonate of Scda ...coccomecircinen b I

1bs.

10,312
53,827
643
896
549
2,760%
328

6,279
806
551
165
178%
5043
6203
129

33
1881
116

40

1,414
490
630

50
30
193
47
67
331%

O s o O

82,0693
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Slaughter of Animals Acts, 1935-1954

There were 18 renewal licences and 2 new licences granted during the
Vear.

Food and Drugs Act, 1938 — Sections 57 and 101.
Public Health (Meat) Regulations, 1924 and 1935—
Article 8. Slaughter of Animals (Prevention of
Cruelty) Regulations, 1954 — Articles 9 and 16.

Legal proceedings were instituted in April against a person for
contraventions of the above. The defendant was fined £40, and was
ordered to pay £2 2s. 0d. advocate's fee.

Food and Drugs Act, 1938, Public Health (Meat) Regulations, 1924
and the Slaughter of Animals (Prevention of Cruelty) Regulations,
1954.

During the year a contravention of the above regulations was reported.
This concerned two persons who illegally slaughtered a pig. No
proceedings were instituted but letters of warnings were issued.

Horseflesh

There are three shops in the Borough for the sale of horseflesh.
Arrangements for slaughtering and inspection continued as In the previous

year.

Model Byelaws for Knackers' Yards

Following the receipt of Ministry of Food Circular 16,/54, which was
received in October, 1954, and which drew attention to the powers of local
authorities to make byelaws in connection with knackers' yards, the
Council made the necessary application for adoption of the Model Byelaws.
The byelaws came into operation on 23rd May. At the present time there
are no knackers’ yards within the Borough.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1938
Food Hygiene
The inspection and supervision of food preparation premises 'WAas

continued and 699 visits were paid to these premises during the year. The
following improvements were effected : —

Hot water provided .......cccocscnsrmarsnansonans 2
New ovens installed .......ccooeeneee o s o
New sinks installed .....ccecceemsnannensnissrsssssases 6
Premises enlarged .....cccoceersisssssssisansssnraee 2
NEW FLOOTS .ocevcssrssnsnnssssssanssnssarssesssessannennnas 4
WWalle and floors tiled ...... Tt A i
Floor resurfaced .....ccoeeecsssssscsssssassnesannisanns 1

A programme of lectures and film shows was arranged and during
the year T lectures and film shows were given to 371 persons attending.

5
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Contamination of Food

A complaint was received during the year of food (i.e. bacon) being
supplied ta a retailer in a dirty condition by a wholesale firm outside the
Borough. This was a contravention of Article 4 of the Food Byclaws, and
a letter of warning was issued.

A complaint of a guantity of tobacco being found in a meat pie was
alzo received. This was manufactured by a local bakery, and a letter of
warning was also issued in this instance.

A complaint was also made of a metal pin being found in a meat pie
purchased from a local shop. Investigations revealed that this pie had
been manufactured by an outside firm of cooked meat manufacturers, and
following receipt of a report from the authority concerned, it was decided
that a letter of warning be issued in this case.

A complaint of a metal tack being found in sausage was received.
This sausage was manufactured by a large firm of bacon curers outside
the Borough. This firm iz very up-to-date in its methods and every
precaution is taken to prevent such occurrences. A letter of warning was
issued in this case.

Report of the Public Analyst

Mr. T. W. Lovatt, F.RI.C., Borough Analyst, has kindly furnished the
following report:—

“I have the honour to report that during the year ending 3lst
December, 1855, T have analysed 395 samples under the Food and Drugs
Act. 1938: these comprised:—201 Milks; 17 Ice Creams; 14 Pork
Sausages; 10 Beef Sausages: 9 Sweets; 6 Jellies; 6 Orange Drinks; 5 Jams;
5 Lemon Cheese; 5 Ice Lollies; 5 Self-Raising Flour; 4 Flavoured Milks;
4 MNon-Brewed Condiment: 4 Cough Mixture; 3 Seidlitz Powders; 3
Margarine; 3 Coffee: 3 Olive Oil; 3 Oatmeal; 2 Pepper; 2 Butter; 2 Clder; -
2 Witch Hazel; 2 Sago; 2 Coconut Cake Mixture; 2 Aspirin; 2 Pineapple
Drinks: and 3 Glacé Cherries. Also one each of the following:—Alka
Seltzer; Borax and Honey; Zinc and Castor Oil; Ground Almonds; Cheese
Spread; Crude Molasses; Sulphur Tablets; Glycerine; Vegetable Extract;
Lemon Juice: Yoghourt: Tapioca; Dried Bananas; Elderflower and
Peppermint Compo; Balm of Gilead; Alexmint Peppermint Elixir; Sage
and Onions: Gripe Mixture; Ammoniated Quinine Tablets; Crab Paste;
Golden Raising Powder; Yorkshire Relish; Ground Ginger; Liquid Paraffin;
Todised Salt; Table Dessert; Raspberry Flavour; Malt Vinegar; Indian
Brandee; Peppermint Concentrate; Friars Balsam; Chocolate Wafer; Cider
Vinegar: Ground Rice; Mussels; Cockles; Fruit Cake Mixture; Meat Paste;
Orange Curd; Soluble Coffee and Chicory; Meringue Powder; Richereme
Custard Powder; Sponge Mixture; Kolanut Wine; Gelatine; Cake Mixture;
Liguorice Powder; Yellow Petroleum Jelly; Oliveé Oil and Raspberry
Vinegar; Hydrogen Peroxide (20 vol); Fullers Earth Ointment; Tincture
of Iodine; Jiffi Jelli; Boric Acid Ointment; Vanilla Essence; Wintergreen
Ointment: Almond Flavouring: Christmas Pudding; Lemon Juice;
Sultanas: Candied Peel; Nutmix Paste; Dried Apricots; Dried Peaches;
Dried Fruit Salad; Kompo Bronchial Mixture,
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Of the total samples, seven were reported as adulterated or not up to
standard, viz., four medicines, one non-brewed condiment, one jce cream,
and one malt and butter toffee. The medicines consisted of —Seidlitz
Powder, the weight of which was incorrect; Oil of Wintergreen, deficient
in methul salicylate; Compound Liquorice Powder, which was meuldy and
unfit for use; and a sample of Peppermint Elixir, which contained less
chloroform than was stated on the label.

The malt and butter toffee was deficient in fat to the extent of T2
per cent. The facts of this case were that the Inspector asked the
shopkeeper for Malt and Butter Toffee. Such toffee must contain a
minimum of 4.0 per cent of butter fat, actually the sample only contained
1.1 per cent of fat. Subsequent investigation showed the label to describe
the sweets as Malt and Butter Toffee (flavoured). Such sweets need not
contain any butter at all.

The non-brewed condiment only contained 3.1 per cent of acetic acid
instead of 4.0 per cent; whilst the ice cream sample was below the fat
limit of 5.0 per cent; the amount present being only 4.24 per cent.

It is satisfactory to note that all the milk samples taken during the
year were up to standard. The following table shows in tabulated form
the distribution of fat in the:samples.

March June September December
Quarter Quarter  Quarter  Quarter
' Samples - Samples Samples

Up to 3.50 per cent ......... 23 42 22 -
3.51 to 3.75 per cent ......... 49 11 15 -
3.76 to 4.0 per cent ......... 10 S 11 -
Over 4.0 per cent ..........es T 3 - -
89 64 48 0

All the samples of sausage were genuine, i.e., they all contained the
requisite amount of meat. Preservative was present in nine samples, but
was declared at the time of purchase, and was not excessive. ]

Exeept for the drug samples which have been referred to, the
remainder were all up to standard.
All of the remaining combestibles and food adjuncts—the majority
of which were of the pre-packed variety—were of good commercial
quality.” :
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FO0OD AND DRUGS ACT, 1938

‘The total number of samples analysed during 1955 was 395, compared
with 394 for 1954.

Number of Samples Purchased for Analysis

| | Mumber of Samples of
! ench article regarded
Number of Samples | az Adulteraied below
of each article | standard, or otherwise
. examined | not complying with
Articles ' prescribed
! ' requirements
|
Form= | Inform-| £ me- | Inform-
ally ally | Total | ally | ally Total
Taken Talr:e:n | Taken | Taken |
1A E S ens i et S et d 201 - | 201 - - -
JoR TPEATN \.runsionsssaimmmin no| el 1 17 *] - 1
Pork Sausage ....... BTt - 14 | 14 - - -
Beef Sausape ... - 10 | 10 - - | =
o ol 2 e i S el - 1 8 | 9 = 1 1
TEIEE s e i - LA e | - - -
Frutt Drinke . | - ) bR e 5 = - -
Jam and Preserves ......... ' - 1 b AR e L | - - -
Toe Eollles .. ....oviiie e G 5 {0 B - - -
Ui Te 1] AR B g - & 6 - - -
Flavoured Milks ............ - 4 " Bt (i = =
Butter and Margarine ...| - 5 | 5 - - -
Coffee & Coffes Mixture.. - 4 | 4 = - -
Non-Brewed Condiment ... = 4 | 4 - : LR e !
Catmeal ... R - 3 3 | - - | =
ool ] R e e R R e - 2 | St - -
B Ui o A N TS ) " - 2 2 &« = -
Sago and Taploca ......... - ' Rl - - -
Cake MiXtures ........c..... : - 5 5 - - -
Glacé Cherries ......eceieenn.| - 3 | 3 | - - -
Medicaments & Ointments - 35 35 - 3 3
i P2 [ e R R = b 5 - - -
Bhelltizh i inisrasnnil - 2 2 - - -
Meat and Fish Paste ...... [y 2 2 - - -
Custard Powder ........oc....} - 1 x - - -
Table DeSSErt ....ocoeveereees| - g ihan et Chl AR
Christmas Pudding .........| 1 | 1 - - -
Nut Mix Paste ......cccoevees | - 1 ‘ 1 - - -
Essences & Flavourings ...| - 2 2 - - =
Liquorice Powder ...........| - 1 ! : LR [ o] PR | 1
Meringue Powder .........| - 1 8] - e -
Mola Mut Wine .......c.o.....] - 1 A | - | - | -
Ground Almonds ............ - i | 1 | - 1' - | -
Ground Ginger ............... - - L] 1 Ay e Rk ik
Cheese Spread .......... - 1 1 - St o
Crude Molasses ........e.ee.. - 1 1 - - | -
Vegetable Extract .......... - 1 | 1 - - | -
Waghenrt i - 1 | 1 - - | -
Dried Bananas ..... b - | - I | 1 - - | =
Sage & Onion Etuffmg - 1 1 - - | =
Golden Raising Powder ...| - 1 | 1 - e
Yorkshire Relish ..........| - T e g bl L
Todised Balt .o nins e 1.4 .1 =i DR A
Malt Vinegar ............ G55 | B i, AR | - SN e
Cider Vinegar .......... - 1 1 - - | -
Chocolate Wafer ..... - 7 & 1 = = T
Eround Riee ... inennss = 1 1 ‘ S - | =
Totals .........| 218 = 177 | 395 *1 6 | 7

*This sample was deficient in the fat to the extent of 15.2 per cent.
The fat content was 4.24 per cent instead of the minimum of 5 per cent.
A letter of warning was forwarded {o the manufacturer,
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MISCELLANEOUS

National Assistance Act, 1948 (Section 47)
. National Assistance {Amendment) Aet, 1951

Removal to Suitable Premises of Persons
in Need of Care and Attention

The Welfare Services Committee exercises all the powers and duties
of the Council under the National Assistance Act, 1948, with the exception
of the powers and duties under Section 47 which, by agreement, have been
transferred to the Health Committee.

The Health Committee has delegated all the powers of the Local
Authority under this Section to a Special Sub-Committee:

The compulsory removal of a person 1o hospital or other
accommodation is only undertaken as a last resort and when every avenue
of approach has failed. Dufing the year, action had to be initiated in two
cases,

Action under Section 47 was taken in the following case I —

Case 1/55.—A female, aged 76 years, lived alone in one room of
a four roomed house. The room lived in was dirty and there was a
foul odour. In the back room there was a collection of old papers,
debris and buckets of ash. The bedding was insufficient and filthy
and she was dirty in her person and her clothing was unkempt. She
had no relatives or friends and her neighbours would have nothing
to do with her and she persistently refused to leave home. AR
application was made to the Court and an Order obtained for her
removal for a period of six weeks to Part IITI Accommaodation,
Boundary Park General Hospital Annexe. Before the order expired
she expressed her willingness to remain in hospital and was finally
discharged home after a stay of ten weeks,

Primary action was taken in the following case in 1954 : —

Case 1/54.—A female, aged 75 years was removed under Order
in the previous year and three further Orders were obtained each
extending her detention for a peried of 3 months. The last Order
expired on the 30th March but before this date she agreed to remain
voluntarily and died one week after expiration of the Order.

Action under the Amendment Act was taken in the following case:—

Case 1/55.—A female, aged 81 years, living with her daughter,
was first brought to notice by her general practitioner. For the last
two vears she had slept on a couch downstairs, and her daughter
had slept beside her in a chair. The house was sparsely furnished
but there was no bedding available so the patient could not be put
to bed. She had developed partial paralysis and was doubly
incontinent but adamantly refused to go into hospital. An Crder
was obtained and she was removed to the Oldham and Distriet
General Hospital where she died five days later,
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NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948

Handicapped Persons

The powers and duties of the Welfare Services Committee include the
welfare of persons who are blind, deaf and dumb, or who are substantially
or permanently handicapped by illness, injury or congenital deformity.
The Director of Welfare Services is the Chief Officer to the Committee.

Incidence of Blindness

The Director of Welfare Services arrianges for the examination of
adults suspected to be suffering from blindness and he receives Form B.D.8
(revised 1955) from the examining Ophthalmic Surgeon. By arrangement
with him a copy of the form is forwarded to the Medical Officer of Health
when the patient is admitted to the Register of Blind Persons, Ministry
of Health Circular 4/55 which was issued on the 2nd March, 1955,
recommended the use of a revised Form B.D.8 which was brought into use
on the 1st April, 1955,

In the case of children of school age, the Principal School Medical
Officer arranges the examination which is undertaken by the Consultant
Ophthalmic Surgeon (Dr. F. Janus).

During the year 25 persons (9 males and 16 females) were admitted
to the Register of Blind Persons. This figure included one case, a maile
aged Z1 years, for whom no Form B.D.8 was available. The registration
particulars for this case were received from the St. Dunstan's Organisation
who have accepted responsibility for the training, settlement and lifelong
after-care of this patient.

The following table gives the age and sex distribution and the causes
of blindness in these cases:

AGE GROUPS

’ ———— i, -

j o1 ;I-i !:’--15 16-20:21_.3n'3|.an'irrﬂ!m,,;m 60-04 ﬁslﬁ,,l:_mﬂ Py
Sl 0 A T L LR R N CR T T e
C-atlra-ct.._;.i_-;__'__.___!L-'_ o _,_gi-[-;«ﬂsill
T:.Ea_n'm.,.! T (O S B TR e _,__"'1__1_‘]___._1_-;_. 1 ._'.-_i—:T
T P R e e e e e e R e
oL i_' i [P |.u"_'"._'-_'___1_*_ S i e 1 . |1 IJ;._H__S.-{-:_|_9_|5

Degree of Blindness

d e perception of  MERE o e e amirnene 2 cases.
& drereaption ol Wt 0 So T e <. 4 cases.
3. Vision of up to and including 3/60 Snellen ............ 16 cases.
4. Better than 3/60 Spellen ...........ccocoevmmrniernnrrnnenee 3 CASES,

Ministry of Health Circular 1/54 requested Mediéal Officers of Health
to include in their Annual Reports a section relating to blind persons and
accordingly the following information is submitted for the 24 cases for
whom Form B.D.8 has been received : —
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A. Follow-up of Registered Blind Persons

}_ Eause of Disability

| Retrelental

Number of cases Cataract @ Glaucoma | Fibroplasia Others
registered during :

the year in res- ,
pect of which |
Section F  of :
Form B.D.B (re-| |
vised 1955) re- -
commends treat.-q ] |
ment or continu-

ation of treat-
ment: |

(a) None. 10 - = = 5
(b) Medical. - - = = -

(c) Surgieal:

(i) At |
early |
conven-

fence I 2 e e - ’ -

(ii) Later 3 | - = | =

(iii) If and I
when |
general |
condi- | .
tion i .
|

permits —
(d) Optical. -

(e) Hospital - |
supervision. e i 4 = =

Cataract: Of the 15 cases admitted to the Register, 5 were
recommended for surgical treatment, 4 of whom had received Consultant
advice before registration. At the end of the year 3 had received surgical
treatment, but the remaining 2 had refused. Of the 10 cases where no
treatment was recommended, 5 had received Consultant advice and hospital
treatment prior to registration, 4 had received no such advice or treatment,
and 1 was in a mental deficiency hospital.

Glaucoma : There were 4 cases admitted to the Register, all of whom
had received Consultant advice and hospital treatment prior to registration.
In 1 case there was some delay in consultant advice being obtained.

Retrolental Fibroplasia: No cases were reported during the year.

Others: These were choroidal atrophy (2), optic atrophy (1),
interstitial keratitis (1), iridocyelitis (1). No treatment was recommended
for these cases: all had received consultant advice prior to registration.

At the 31st December there were 295 persons (123 males, 172 females)
on the Register of Blind Persons.

Ophthalmia Neonatorum : There were 6 cases notified during the year
and in no case was vision lost or impaired.
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The following table shows the cases notified and results of treatment :
B. Ophthalmia Neonatorum

(i) Total number of cases notified |
during the year ............

(ii) Number of cases in which:

R VEon. (08t oo s None

(b) Vision impaired ............ ; i

(¢) Treatment continuing at g
ENA off YEBT covivircisernnnnns . -

Partially Sighted

During the year T adults (3 females aged 56, 73 and 77 years, and 4
males aged 33, 62, 64 and 75 vears) and 1 school child (male aged T years)
were admitted to the Register of Partially Sighted Persons. In 4 cases

the diagnosis was cataract. In 3 cases there was a different cause in the
2 eyes:—

Cataract and amblyopia ex anopsia ..... ma ks Pl e e el
Detached retina and cataract .......ccccccceeueeneennnnnnennns e R |
Glaucoma and retinal degeneration ....... P S S e |

The child aged 7 years was suffering from high myopia and was
admitted to the Waterhead Special School for partially sighted.

At the 31st December there were 30 persons (18 males and 12 females)
on the Register of Partially Sighted Persons.

Spastics

Ascertainment commences with the health visitor, the child welfare
centre or the Consultant Padiatrician. Cases are discussed with the
Consultant Padiatrician to the Oldham Hospital Group at the regular
conference which he holds with the staff of the Health Department. The
general practitioner is advised with regard to any special development or
treatment.

The Education Committee provides special schooling and, if necessary,
home teaching till the spastic reaches school leaving age.

Two spastics, one boy and one girl, were notified to the Director of
Welfare Services after leaving school at the age of 15. The boy had been
able to manage at an ordinary school throughout his school career and
whilst he left school at the end of the summer term he had not been able
to find suitable employment at the end of the vear. The girl left the
Scottfield Physically Handicapped School after the Easter term and was
employed by her parents who keep a confectioner's shop.

Epilepties

There is complete co-ordination with the diagnostic and treatment
services for school children and adult epileptics who are brought to the
notice of the Consultant Psychiatrist,

No children attending special schools and suffering from epllepsy
left such schools during the year,

s e E—— e o _Emizam i &
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Hostels for Aged Persons

1 am indebted to the Director of Welfare Services (Mr. J. Casson) for
the details contained in the following report:—

The following accommodation was available in Residential Homes
during the year:— ]

Accommodation
Name of Home Opened Provided Category

Greenacres Lodge,

Greenacres Road ...... 30-8-48 36 women Aged persons
“Westlands,”

Grange Avenue ......... 14-12-48 31 men Aged persons
“The Hollies,"

Frederick Street ...... 10-10-48 30 men Aged persons

Stamford House,
Lees New Road, Lees 28-11-49 15 women Aged persons

Wellington Lodge,

Wellington Road ...... 11-3-53 18 women Aged persons
Moorfield,

Greenacres Road ...... 24-1-55 16 men Aged persons
Ashleigh, :

MNewport Street ......... 17-2-55 20 women Aged persons
Edward House, 24 men and

Edward Street .......... 24-4-52 waomen Blind persons \I"’
“Lyndhurst,” 14 men and

Queens Road ............  14-8-52 women Deaf persons
“Toravon,” 27 men and Handicapped -

Newport Streef ........ 30-6-55 women persons
“Greylands,” 20 men and

Rhos-on-5ea .........cc... 16-6-55 women All categories

Napier House, ]
Windsor Boad ......... 24-11-52 15 hbeds Temp. accom. for

i persons rendered

homeless on

account of fire,

flood, &e.

¢ 0
§ o,
'“ At the end of the year accommodation was available in Hostels for

186 aged, 24 blind, 14 deaf and 27 handicapped persons.

Cancer Education

A scheme of research by the Manchester Committee on Cancer
approved by the Health Committee in 1951 and commenced in 1952 was
continued for the fourth year. The following report of Mr. John Wakefield,
B.A.. Executive Officer of the Committee, shows a very satisfactory result
of the work undertaken during the year:—

“For the fourth year the Manchester Committee on Cancer continued
its campaign to secure an earlier diagnosis of cancer- by publicising the
hopeful and reassuring facts about the disease.
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Lectures to church and lay societies are carefully designed to alleviate
the commoner fears and superstitions and dispel mistaken beliefs. It is
gratifying to note that of the twenty-two talks given in Oldham in 1955,
seven were by invitation from groups who had already heard the
Committee's spealers in previous vyears. Each group now receives a
supply of pamphlets to distribute among its members a week or two after
the visit of a speaker.

Since nothing is more convincing than personal testimony, we have
recorded the voices of patients long zince cured of cancer. Played back
to some of our audiences in the borough, these recordings have been more
effective than we had dared hope. They will be used even more
extensively in the coming year. I should like to acknowledge the
assistance given to us by an Oldham firm in purchasing the magnetic tape
recorder for this purpose,

Since ours are not public lectures, the proportion of the townspeople
attending them will never be large, but an incalculable numhber of people
read the reports of meetings which appear regularly in the local press.
I cannot set too high a value on the generous coverage given to the scheme
in the columns of the “Oldham Chronicle.”

Encouraged by the success of the original pilot project in Oldham and
surrounding towns, Manchester, Salford and Stockport this vear asked to
be Included in the scheme. More staff was therefore needed and Mr. R.
L. Davizon was appointed Deputy Executive Officer to the Committee in
June, 1955. The conduct of the campaign in the original area, which
includes Oldham, will be his principal concern.”

In February the Health Committee agreed to make an annual grant
of £100 to the Manchester Committee on Cancer. The Health Committee
appreciated that the educational activities which were being carried out
by that Committee were in accordance with Ministry of Health Circular
18/53 which recommended local health authorities to undertake cancer

yed?tlﬂn-
Manchester and Salford Family Service Unit

The service of the Family Service Unit was extended to the Oldham
County Borough under an agreement made in 1949 for an experimental
period of two years under which the Corporation made a grant to the Unit
of £500, this payment being divided equally (£125 each) between the
Health, Housing, Children's and Waelfare Services Committees, This
agreement was extended for a further five vears from the 1st Derember,
1951, and the contribution increased to £750 on the following basis:—

Housing Committee ........................ £125 per annum.
Welfare Services Committee ............ £125 per annum.
Children’s Committee ...............c0is £250 per annum.
Health Committee .......................... £250 per annum.

Under the agreement the equivalent of one case worker is allocated
to the Oldham area and the Housing Manager acts as Liaison Officer and
any cases considered to be suitable for supervision by the TUnit are referred
to him by the head of the department concerned.
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The following report on the work of the Unit in Oldham during the
year has been made by the Fieldwork Organiser, Mr. Elwyn H. Thomas:—

“The work of the Family Service Unit has continued. This
organisation is concerned with those families who have fallen very low
in their social standards. Their homes may be dirty, the children
neglected, their social and financial obligations unmet, and they may have
hecome apathetic or hostile to everyone outside their own families.

The Unit treats each family as an individual preblem, and will go to
any lengths in order to help them with their difficulties. These families
must be thought of as sick pecple who need help to recover, or who may
need permanent care. The Family Service Unit exists to meet this need,
and the workers are specially trained to do it.

During the year they have closely supervised the affairs of over 20
families and in some cases a good deal of practical help has been given.
Mothers were shown how to run the home, and manage their money;
fathers encouraged to take their full share of the responsibility in the
home. A particular interest is taken in the children. For instance, when
a child needs to visit a hospital or clinie, and the mother is unable to go,
the Unit worker will see that the appointment is kept, and escort the child
herself. In the summer, holidays, outings and week-end camps Were
arranged. There is a caravan at the seaside, given to the Unit by a group
of supporters, and several Oldham families were given a holiday which
they could not otherwise have afforded.

Tt is encouraging to note that in the course of the year, the Unit was .
able to withdraw its supervision in a number of cases because it was felt
that the families were managing satisfactorily without aid. This means
that other urgent cases were taken on.

There is a very good liaison between the Unit and officials of the
Corporation, and meetings are held from time to time when each case is

reviewed,

In September, Miss 8. Massey, the caseworker in charge, left in order
to take a specialised course in Mental Health at a University. She was
succeeded by Mrs, Trembath, who has had considerable experience in social
work as a Children's Officer, Probation Officer, and more recently as a
caseworker responsible for developing problem family work in another

area."

OLDHAM CREMATORIUM

The Medical Officer of Health is the Medical Referee to the
Crematorium and the Senior Assistant Medical Officer and one Assistant
Medical Officer act as Deputy Medical Referees.

Dr. C. H. Adderley, Consultant Pathologist, Oldham Hospital Group,
is the Pathologist and Dr. D. L. Boardman the Deputy Pathologist to the
Crematorium. Their services are only used should the Medical Referee
require a post-mortem examination before issuing an order for cremation.

During the year 755 cremations were authorised by the Medical
Referee or his deputies. In 91 of these cases a certificate (Form E) had

been given by the Coroner. i
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In one case after discussion with the practitioner signing Form B the
Medical Referee considered it necessary to order a post-mortem. The
Consultant Pathologist completed Form D, being satisfied that there was
no reason for conducting any toxiclogical examination or for holding an
Inguest.

In 4 cases the confirmatory medical certificate (Form C) as signed,
could not be accepted by the Medical Referee and a fresh certificate was
completed by another practitioner, or the Medical Referee. The following
were the grounds for refusal:—

{a) In two cases the medical practitioner though holding a recognised
medical gualification of a Commonwealth University for more
than five years and on the Medical Register, was mot a
“registered medical practitioner of not less than five years'
standing.”

(b) In two cases the medical practiticner had some responsibility
for the case.

In three cases the Medical Referce or one of his deputies completed
the confirmatory medical certificate. In one case this was to aseist the
practitioner, the patient having died in hospital. In the other cases Form
C could not be accepted and to have arranged for another practitioner to
complete the certificate would have resulted in delay and postponement
of the cremation. i

In two cases although Form B and Form C had been completed the
Medical Referee considered it advisable to consult the Coroner. In each
case the Coroner ordered a post-mortem examination and subsequently
issued Form E.

Of the 755 deceased persons, 434 were Oldham residents and 321
resident outside the Borough.
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SUPERANNUATION AND OTHER MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS
Corporation Employees

During the year the medical staff of the department undertook medical F !
examinations as follows:— ' :
3 Syperannuation i
Department Entrantz Disability Speciul Total
Baths and Wash-houses ..... ! - - 4 !
Borough Engineer & Surveyor's 25 - - 25
Borough Treasurer's ............ee 6 1 < | 8 3
ChildTeN'S .eorerrserrrssrsannmsnrannes 21 - 21 &
Cleansing and Transport ......... 12 2 - 14 3
Education ...cosssrsissmimecccnmenaeess 25 1 - 26 1
Fire ServiCe .....occecrsssraaraseeeees 1 — - 1 '
HOUSINE «:vceursronmnnssansessararnain 10 - 1 11 !
Librarfies ...-.cooevmiasssnssassarinannas 10 - - 10 - 1
Magistrates ClerK's -cocceacnnnases 1 - - 1 :
Parks and Cemeteries ............ 32 = 2 34 i
Passenger Transport ............ 167 5 3 175 1
POUCE eaverercssssssamisassarnarasesanis 2 - 1 3 |
Public Health ......cocimeamieecnnnnas 83 2 11 96 i
RegiStTar's .....ceccomvissansnrnmaseins 1 - - 1 ,
Street Lighting .oooceeveenisinnns 2 - - 2 =
Town ClerK’'s ...ccvvemmmannonaeenes 5 - - 5 i
WALETWOTKS vvenrsrsseramesemassssnnes 11 1 - 12 - 1
Welfare Services .....cooeeececoee 13 - 2 13 1
429 12 21 462 !
—_— . — _— el
Teachers entering the service of the Council from other authorities |
and new entrants to the teaching profession who have not been medically |
examined on completion of their course of training are examined as to 1'

their fitness for employment. These examinations are undertaken by the
medical officers of the Department and during the year 59 teachers Were
examined. These figures include 6 examinations (4 females, 2 males) for
which Form 28 R.Q. was completed and forwarded to the Ministry of

Education.
Other Examinations

Transport—Road Traffic othi s e skrinmssnnaas 0
Waterworks—ENtrants ..o cmmmmenerreees 22
Education—Entrants (Teachers) .....ceeeoseees 59
Health Department——Entrant ARG s et L]
Other Authorities ......cceccorammmisssraumsnnsares 4

192
Number of persons referred 1o Consultants 13
Audiometric Tests .....ccccorairummrrsrarmmmnseenes B
Pathological Examinations ......cccoovweeeees e R

The above pathological examinations included 24 samples of blood for
Widal tests and 24 samples of fwces taken from employees of the

Waterworks Department.




136

Candidates Applying for Admission to Colleges

The medical examination of candidates applying for entry to training
colleges, university departments of education and approved art schools 3 .
the responsibility of the Principal School Medical Officer and he js assisted
by the medical officers of the department in these examinations.

During the year 54 candidates (15 males, 29 females) were examined
and a report on Form ¢ R.T.C. completed and forwarded to the appropriate
college authority.

X-ray Examinations
B T e mm £ e =k v o e s i i i s =LA
(ii) Miniature Radiography ......cccccomvieeee.. 82
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THE BOROUGH CORONER'S REPORT FOR 1955

The deaths reported to the Coroner during the year 1955 were 428
(males 245, females 183).

Of this total 30 were patients in designated mental hospitals.

In 241 of the cases reported the deaths were investigated hy the
Coroner but no inguests held. 2

There were 187 inqﬁests held (152 males and 35 females).
Of the 187 inguests 92 were held with a jury.

There were 300 post-mortem examinations in 148 of which no inquest
was held. The expenses of the inquests amounted to £1,175 11s. o0d.

The verdicts returned were : —

Suicides 21 (males 10, females 11).

Accldent or misadventure 87 (males 40, females 47).
Natural causes 57 (males 46, females 11).

Deaths from industrial disease 14 (all males).
Chronic alcoholism 1 (male).

Open verdicts 5.

Btill-born 1 (female).

i
4
|
!

In one case there was no verdict. 4
i
The ages of the 21 suicides were as follows : — 1'
21 to 29 Years Of BEE .....cersrarssrssarsrassisnratananaiiansssesacs 2 *
Eu tﬂ 39 }ream ﬂf a.ge R o R R FEEREE 2 '._I
40 to 49 Vears Of AFEe ......eovcsecscciursrsmnastitiitassininunesesee 3 i
50 t0 59 YEATS Of AFE -.creorcesseessassssssssrssssasivessammansssess 8 n
B0 YEATS ANA OVET woooeersmssssssrmsrsansessmssiisnmsmnimmmisssnsnii 6 i
The types of suicide were:— :
Ga-sglng +++ll+ll-llli++l|lll-Ill-+-Fl-l-ll'|'+11-l-!+l'lllll!l‘llli'll"llll-r-l--llll‘i+!!-p 1-5
nging lll-r--i-i-l-l——--r‘l-rl-fq-lil-iri‘li--ln-l-l-i-lll-l-l-!llll++il!ll----ll--'-l-ll-l-l-rl'l‘ 1
Dm“mg ||l-a.----.-i-+llll-+-1l-++l--ll'-llnlni-lllllii--‘lllll'!‘ii'll-i-il-ll-lll-'ll+-|--l- 1
CUt LHPOBE ceoviesrsrrsmsssrasesmcsssissnsinsansesatasstrarsesasasnesstases 1
Drugs et dieeSSiEEE R AR R R B RN -i+-il|+I-I'llll"'illl'|‘++'l"""‘--"'"li*‘-l"-l-‘l-'!"l‘ll'l' 2
Run over by trafl .......ccoomsceimmesnnaiimanirainssissnanssssansnenaes 1

There was one inquest on an infant suffocated whilst in bed with its
parent. ;

In 1954 there were 377 deaths reported, 214 inguests were held, and
the expenses were £1,036 2s. 1d. :
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