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190 8.
TO THE URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL OF OLD FLETTON.

In the Administrative County of Huntingdon.
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Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health.
For the Year ending December 3ist, 1go8.

Presented to a Meeting of the Council, held on Monday, the 8th day of March, 1909.
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Mr, CHAlRMAN AND (GENTLEMEN,

In submitting to you my third Annual Report as Medical Officer of Health for
the District you represent, I am placed in the unhappy position of saying Good-bye.
Although my time with you has been short, it is has been long enongh for me to have
fully and deeply appreciated you m-:lnuiunih', as well as m]leq.mf.h [ have not
found you a hard taskmaster, "on have Fcr:mltul me to pe rlorm my w vork in my own
way, w fithout fault finding, without the display of red-tape, and Im.nlh you have taken
from me the painful feelings of sayving farewell by unanimously .|p|m:||t:|:-f my son,
Dir, Alec, to become my successor, Forall these felicities I thank vou most sincerely.

Regarding the |{.;_-|_:|1:|t for 1908 :—1 hnd rl'l}':‘.l:‘” somewhal analagous to the
dying swan of whom it is smid * His last song is the sweetest he sings.” My last report
is the best [ have penned.  You will observe, from the tables which accompany the
Report, that while the Hirth Rate is maintained in proportion to the population, the
Death Rate generally is considerably reduced.  Taking the population at 4,300 the
Birth Rate per 1000 is 30°2, while the Death Rate is g°7.

The Death Rate of England and Wales is o 147
70 Great Towns is ... 158
The Birth Rate of England and Wales is 263
7h E:rLat Towns 1s z7 ¢
Flf:ltﬂn Urban o i 302

These facts and figares are very satisfactory, but the best of all 15 the phenomenal
reduction in the infantile death rate.  Last vear only five babies under one year died,
and not one of them from premature birth.  This gives the rate of infantile mortality
for every thousand births as 386,

While England and Wales was ... o
=6 Great Towns ... o e 1250

Birthis,—Mr. Peach, the Registrar for the District returns the births for we past
}"Eitl’ as |j¢.

Last year 1907 150 /
1g90h 160 (
Estimating the population to be 4,300 the rate []l..r' thousand would
Last year . Has 333
Of the 130 b:lrlhh, those born in l letton were 46,
T i Stanground  37.

v i Woodstone 47,

Deaths.—The number of deaths for the vear was 42, two less than 1
This shows the rate per thousand to be g7
Last year the rate was 9’8
England and Wales, this vear is ... 147

And 70 great towns, the rate is 158



!

Ages at Death.—Under 1 year ... vee "as 3
I Lo 5 years ... 3

S5 Lo 15 Vears ... & 1

|:| T #_j ‘Eﬂr& i E i L (K] I

25 to 65 vears ... R -

fi5 upwards v W ‘e vew. AF

Total ... e )

Wards in which the deaths occurred, Fletton ... B
Stanground 15

Woodstone 10

Total ... o ik

The great reduction in Infantile Mortality, in my opinion, is due to the
Mother's * wetnursing " their babies, and keeping them clean. Were these two
measures more fully exercised generally there would be less “slanghter of the
innocents,” No finer children have [ seen, in about 40 years practice, than those fed
ex-:lusivel;.‘ at their Mother's breasts up to 18 months. The we:n:l'm;.; process should
not begin until this age 1 attained.

fu_f:‘fhm” Diseases { Notifialle) -=Nineteen cases were re porte -l durmu the vear,
three or four of these were sent to the Isolation Hospital in Peter barough the others
were treated at their homes, being isolated as far as possible from other members of
the family. I am pleased to report that no fatal case occurred.

Of these 19 cases, g were Scarlatina.
6 ,, Diphtheria.
4 , Erysipelas.
You will observe the very great reduction of Infectious Notifiable Diseases.
Last year the number reported was 47.

Factories.—After many hopetul ramours I regret to have still to use the singular
nupw*~+ under the above heading. Of your one factory I have nothing but good to

Sty gives employment to a great many of the girls in the neighbourhood who
otherwigé might be idle. The houses where peapicking was conducted were visited
and round in fair order. In no house was there any case of infectious disease. A

list ot the houses was sent by Messrs. Farrow & Son in accordance with the regulations.

Hospital [solation.—Several cases of Scarlatina were sent to the Isolation
Hospital in Peterborough, the majority of these, not because they serious, but from
the fact of their mothers being recently confined.

Waler fupply.—The District has been fairly well attended to regarding the Water
bupeply.  The Braceborough water is somewhat hard from lime, but it is clear, free
from organic impurities, and although not pleasant to wash with, is wholesome to drink.
There is one important drawback to this water, and one that ratepayers, in these hard
times mnst consider and that is the price of it.

er is so plentiful in your District, and is of so good quality that one does
urprised at the question hem_r: mooted, why should this water not be used
the present Braceborough? Yes, why?

¢

duties as your Medical Officer of Health end with this report, but before
own the curtain I may be permitted to take a retrospective glance at the
improvements and their results during the 14 years [ have held the office of
IMficer of Health for the District.  First for the Norman Cross and during the
years for the Fletton Urban District.



This is not with the intention of blowing the trumpet of anyone, but to point
out by facts and figures that the money of the Ratepayers has not been mis-spent. It
has been spent chiefly in :

1st.  Improving the Roads.

2nd. Purifying the Streams.

3rd. Bringing in wholesome Water.

4th.  Last, but not least, in constructing Sewerage and Sewage Work:.

Improving the Koads.—There need be no exaggeration in the great change for

the better in the condition of the roads now, compared with what they were ten years
ago.  The roads in vour district are now, almost without exception, up to the mark,
even St. Margaret's Road can claim to be as gﬂud as its neighbours, and when me;,n.:,
Road is touched up a bit, vour roads will bear fair criticism and favourable COmparison
with the past.

Purifving the Streams.—Here too you can claim improvement, and to a
considerable extent there is a very marked contrast in the condition at present and
that of ten vears ago. In the warm summer weather the Lodes were filthy, stinking
cesspools, festering hotbeds of disease, full of microbes of almost every kind. These
were scattered about during the winter Hoods with no good to anvone but doctors and
undertakers.  To a considerable extent the Love Lane Lode has been built in and a
footpath constructed over it, to the great improvement of the road and the atmosphere.

The Stanground Lode is not vet perfect, but can be favourably compared with
its condition a decade ago. With bricks so cheap and labourers so plentiful the present
seems a favourable time to cover in a part of it.  This would be a blessing to some
of the unemployed, and a benefit to the community generally.

Bringing in a supply of wholesome Water.—Ten years ago only part of your
District was provided with water. Since then the Hm-.,t.l‘u:-t‘nl.l"h water has been
introduced to Woodstone Hill, Belsize Avenue, New Road, 5t. Margaret’s Road, to
several new streets in Old Fletton, and in Stanground as far as Mr. Itter's cottages,
almost halfway to Farcet.

Constructing Sewerage and Sewage Works.—This is by far the most important
improvement that has been accomplished during my term of office. No doubt it was
carried out ata considerable outlay of money, but a system of Sewerage was absolutelv
necessary, and the Sewage from 50 large a community had to be removed and dealt
with, No better proof of its necessity ‘need be offered than the immediate beneficial
effect upon the Death Rate, and on the health of the people generally, as soon as the
works were finished.

Most of the improvements were the work of the Norman Cross Council, and
they are worthy of the greatest credit for their labours. You may r.:::nwrﬂuht-.
jﬂurmhcs on the fact that the leading spirits in the instigation and accomplishment of
these valuable improvements are at present members of your own Council.

I am, Gentlemen,
Yours faithfully,
JOHN A. ROBERTSON, M
7 Medical Ofhc






