[Report 1947] / School Medical Officer of Health, Manchester.

Contributors

Manchester (England). Council.

Publication/Creation
1947

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/m5nnrsm8

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode













ScHooL HeaLn DEPARTMENT,
Epucamion OFricEs,
DEeANSGATE, MANCHESTER 3.

17th December, 1048.
To the Chairman and Members of the Education Committee.

DIES AND (GENTLEMEN,

The School Medical Officer has pleasure in submitting the annual
- report on the work of the School Health Service during 1947.

No t changes took place dunng the year, and although little
 extrs vm has been accnmphshed in some directions, more hi been,
'done in others. In comparing the work undertaken during the year,
\with that of 1946 only a slight increase is shown in the number of
 routine medical inspections, and the numbers of special and re-inspec-
tions are almost identical. Extra duties account for the absorption
of medical officers’ time, with the inevitable result that school inspec-
tion, rather than clinic work, has suffered. On the other hand, the
 figures show a pleasmg increase in the number of dental inspections
land treatment given.

With the appointment to the Child Guidance Clinic of Dr.Wilde in
i}r?’ the psychiatric service has been increased from 8 to 12 sessions,
Burbury—the Director—and Dr. Wilde each taking 6 sessions.
e overall result has, however, secured a larger turnover of cases at
e Clinic as will be observed from the Child Guidance Report. This
f‘ ncrease, of more than 25 per cent., is very gratifying, but in view of
f he considerable waiting list still further improvement is desirable. In
ithe case of Manchester children, this could be achieved most readily
by refusing cases referred from other authorities, but this would
perhaps be a somewhat unfortunate way of dealing with the problem.
 Furthermore, in the present circumstances, children are being referred
from many sources direct to the Clinic and it is sometimes unneces-
sarily burdened with a number of unsuitable cases of mental sub-
G’I’Iﬂﬂliw.

The careful supervision of cleanliness was continued by the nurses
unng their school inspections, of which the number has increased since
year. The results show fewer cases in which it was found necessary
to enforce compulsory cleansing. The incidence of slight infestation

vas, however, appallingly high.

The epidemic of infantile paralysis which commenced in Manchester
itowards the end of the third week in July, produced a total of 123
icases by the end of the year. The outbreak was notable in that the
age range tended to be wider than one would normally expect, and
there was a relatively higher number of adults affected, in whom the
fatality rate was greater. The majority of cases, however, were
 between the ages of 0—15 years, and of these the greater proportion
in the pre-school age groups. In view of the suspected additional
isk of infection, the operations for diseased tonsils and adenoids were
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REPORT

ROUTINE MEDICAL INSPECTION

As was anticipated in the Annual Report for the year 1946, the
appointment of additional Assistant School Medical Officers made it
pnss:ble to increase the numbers of children inspected in the routine
groups. The number examined in routine during the year 1947
was 24,869 as against 22,419 in the previous year, while the number of
inspections of ‘‘ special "’ cases and the number of re-inspections
remained about the same. Two of the newly-appointed Medical
Officers did not commence their duties until the last quarter of the

In the year 1946 separate tables of statistics were prepared for
nursery schools and nursery classes, whereas in the year under review
all children medically examined on their admission to school for the
first time were reco ed in the * entrants’ "' group.
g to a variety of causes, e.g., illness, medical examinations of
trainees, etc., all schools in the Clty did not have a routine
medical inspection, and as two of the newly-appointed Medical Officers
tendered their resignations (their services will terminate early in the
year 1948), further interference with routine medical inspection is
anticipated.
The new medical records were used for the first time in the schools
in September. These schedules, recently introduced by the Ministry
of Education, are being brought into service gradually and have been
only for the new entrants. The standardisation of medical
schedules throughout the country has been a long-felt need. In the
t, Education Authorities have adopted medical records to suit their
own requirements, but when transferred from one Authority to
lnﬁther, the record cards were found in many cases to be unsuitable
the new Authority’s filing system and were, therefore, discarded.
The introduction of the standard medical schedule should ensure
ﬁenter usefulness of school medical records generally and particularly
the case of medical schedules for children who have removed from
nn-l: area to another.
- Arrangements made for routine medical inspection in every school
&lude provision for the examination of children not coming within
prescribed age groups. This arrangement gives Principal Teachers
School Nurses an opportunity at least twice every year of sub-
children for medical advice when doubt exists regarding their
I or physical health. In Manchester it is the practice for the
‘nurse attached to each school to test the vision of every child of 8
jears of age prior to the routine visit of the Medical Officer, and to
submit to the Officer those children whose test was unsatisfactory.
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The findings of medical inspection are summarised in table I.C., a_
new table, and the percentages are shown as follows :—

Defective Vision (excluding
Squint)  Other Defects

Entrants .. 2 = b A | 285 -
Second Age Group e EL 20-0
Third Age Group LY P 51T 16-3

It would be unwise to attempt to make any definite deductions
from these percentages at the present time, but when a few years have
elapsed a comparison of results should be interesting.

It should not be assumed that 10-2 per cent. of the children in the
second age group and 11-3 per cent. in the third were not wearing
spectacles at the time of the medical examination, as all children
wearing spectacles are recorded as suffering from defective vision. The
percentages, however, do suggest that one per cent. of the children in
the third age group developed defective vision between the ages of 11
vears and 15 vears. It would be wiser to reserve a definite opinion
until the figures for three or four succeeding years are available.

It can, however, be stated that 1-3 per cent of the children in the
entrants’ group were found to have defective vision apart from those
with a squint.

The percentages of other conditions found in the three groups are
in the ratio which one would expect. A comparison of the types of
disease and defects found amongst the three groups would be of

glterest, but the figures are not so compiled as to allow this to be
one.

TABLE II (A)

This table gives a classification of diseases and defects found, and the
numbers are given according to the defect code number on the new
medical schedules. The table is divided into two parts : (a) the
numbers of defects seen at routine medical inspections and (b) the
numbers seen as ‘‘ special ”’ cases. In Manchester the majority of the
cases in (b) will be those who are already on the clinics’ lists, including
those who were sent by parents or teachers, but some will have been
discovered by the School Nurses during their visits to schools.

Comparison of the numbers of cases of skin diseases gives a picture
of the use which parents make of the school clinics, and also an indica-
tion of the thoroughness of the School Nurses’ work when visiting
schools for following up cases or conducting uncleanliness inspections.
Of the total number of cases of skin disease known to the Department
during the year only 7-8 per cent. were found at routine medical
inspections. Owing to the method of recording, this percentage is
actually higher than it should be since many children undergoing
treatment are allowed to attend school and some fall within the pre-
scribed age groups undergoing medical examination. In consequence
the defect is recorded because it is present at that time.
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available during school holiday periods, and so for many years three
of the School Clinics in different parts of the City haye been kept open
throughout the year, with the exception only of statutory Bank Holi-
days. In recent years, however, all Clinics have been kept open
during holidays, except those undergoing re-decoration. This arrange-
ment has shown that children are more likely to come during school
holidays for treatment if it is available at the clinic they normally
attend, and each succeeding year shows an increase in the number of
attendances at Clinics during vacations.

The Clinic Service is organised so that each clinic serves a number of
Sllzhools and the children in those schools must attend the appropriate
clinic.

Each Clinic has an office and clerical staff. The clerks are respon-
sible for making appointments, directing patients, and the follow-up
of those who do not keep appointments. They refer to the central
office, cases of persistent non-attendance so that proceedings may be
instituted against the parents where necessary. The clerks are also
responsible for the compilation of the statistical information required
by the Special Services Branch of the Ministry of Education.

The total number of attendances of children at all Clinics during the
year was 363,432.

The following are details of the numbers treated under the headings
required by the Ministry of Education :—

RIiNGWORM.

Only 33 cases of ringworm were reported during the year. Three
only were infections of the hair of the scalp, the remaining 30 being
less serious conditions on other parts of the body. The scalp cases
were treated by X-rays at the Central Clinic in Deansgate, and the
remainder by local medicaments at their respective clinics.

The number of cases of ringworm of the scalp is the lowest recorded,
and one of the chief causes for this low incidence is the vigilance of
the school nurses. The value of their periodical inspections cannot
be rated too highly ; not only are cases of uncleanliness of the head
detected, but other conditions which require treatment are discovered.
As a result, treatment can be provided early for cases of mild contagious
ailments, and the chances of widespread infection amongst the school
population avoided. Qut of a total of 9,747 cases of skin disease
last year, only 719 or 7-4 per cent. were found at routine medical
inspection.

ScABIES

It is pleasing to be able to report a considerable decrease in the
incidence of scabies during this year compared with the previous year.
There were only 1,104 cases discovered as against 2,028 cases in 1946.

The total of 1,104 cases is approximately the same as the annual
yearly total of the years immediately preceding the second world war.
It is hoped that the regular inspections of the children and the prompt
recognition of the disease by both parents and teachers will result in
early notification and attendance at the clinics of suspicious cases, so
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that treatment may be given where necessary and the spread thereby

The treatment of scabies was continued on the same lines as recorded

" in the annual report for 1946 and co-operation with the Health Depart-—

' ment was equally well maintained. The Health Visitor visits the

‘homes of school children with scabies to ascertain if any other member

~ of the family, not of school age, is similarly infected and if so, treat-

mi::f is arranged—the surest safeguard against the further spread of
the ection.

GO

Dunng the year 1,765 cases of impetigo were treated, nearly all at

school clinics. Since the School Clinics are open from Monday
[C Snturdajr, children suffering from skin diseases and minor ailments,
l discovered by the parent, school nurse or teacher, can go there
F

t

l

[
I-
K

or treatment immediately. As a result, few cases of severe impetigo
seen to-day—the exceptions usually occur in persistent absentees.

eR SKIN DISEASES

The number of other skin diseases dealt with during the year was
52 here again, the majority of the cases were referred for treatment
hile still slight in character. When reading the figures in Table III
ﬂle end of the report, one might be impressed by a record showing
usands of cases of skin disease amongst the school population.
» total number of cases known to the School Health Department,
; wever, represents only 1-3 per cent. of the school population of

.* City.

e Diseases

The're were 3,487 cases of diseases of the eye found during the year ;
they were mainly slight in character. It is unfortunate that
4- ool Medical statistics do not show the difference in severity of the
various diseases when compared with the conditions existing 20 to 30
s ago ; nor is it readily possible to convey a truer picture in writing.

. The number of cases of ear diseases as shown in Table III was 3,612 ;
nearly all attended the School Clinics for treatment. Many cases may
equire weeks of treatment, but those which do not respond within a
- _nable fime ate referred to the Consultant Aurist. Reference to
2 [I shows that no more than 20 per cent. of the cases were dis-
cted as a result of routine medical inspection, indicating that the
cases were found by the School Nurses or the parents.

~Assistant School Medical Officers of many years’ experience have
ormed the impression that parents now pay more attention to the
lomplaints of their children and more readily come to the School
J @Elinics to obtain advice and treatment.

ISCELLANEOUS
The numbers of children attending the Clinics for treatment of
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conditions included under this heading are always great. During the
year under review, 22,818 cases were recorded by the Department,
and a considerable amount of work devolves upon the nursing staff in
treating these cases. Many are of a trivial nature, and it is often felt |
that the treatment required could be equally well carried out by the |
parents. If the children do attend the Clinics, however, it is imperative |
that treatment be carried out by the nursing staff until the condition
is healed. The clerical work connected with these cases is also very |
considerable, as the same routine must be followed for each of the

miscellaneous cases as for those of a more serious nature. |

Below are given comparative figures of the cases of minor ailments,
including skin diseases, for the years 1937 and 1947 :—
School population in 1937 .. .. 96,914
School population in 1947 .. .. 90,570
: No. of Cases No. of Cases
Disease or Defect in 1937 in 1047
Ringworm, Scalp P i . e b 4 3
Ringworm, Bod i v s N e 92 30
Scabies .. i = % a i o 907 1,104
Impetigo o s o i 3 s 4,339 1,765
Other Skin Diseases .. Y T L L1 5,739 6,352
Eyve Disease .. s o s o' e 4,180 3,487
Ear Defects .. R =~ L3 L% i 5,054 3,612
Miscellaneous, e.g., minor injuries, bruises, sores, etc. 26,111 21,818
ToTtaL ATTENDANCES, at general clinics, including ——— -
dental and medical supervision cases .. .. 507,831 363,432

5

A consideration of the figures in the above Table suggests a great
improvement in the methods of early ascertainment and a definite fall
in the incidence of certain conditions.

Scabies.—After the first world war, the high incidence of scabies
persisted for many years ; in fact, after almost 20 years the total number
of cases was only 200 short of the total for the year 1947 which is
just two years after the end of the second world war. The experience
gained during and after the 1914-18 war showed Public Health Admin-|
istrators what to expect as a result of overcrowding, and the lack of
organised medical and nursing services. Manchester was fortunate,
however, in that many of its medical and nursing staff were too old
for military service. It was also the desire of the Board of Education
that the School Health Service should be maintained as far as possible.
In consequence, the efficiency of the School Health Service of Man-
chester remained at a comparatively high level and that, coupled with
early ascertainment, increased efficiency in treatment and the fullest
co-operation with the Health Department of the City, enabled the City
to prevent the spread of this troublesome infestation. -

An arrangement was made with the Health Department for the
notification to them of every case of scabies found in school children
so that the homes could be visited as quickly as possible with a view
to treating those, not of school age, who were found to be affected
It was so arranged between the Departments that the treatment of al
the members of a household could be carried out on the same day.
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Members of affected families who did not show signs of active disease
given precautionary treatment, and both Departments undertook

the treatment of children and adult females. Every child treated by

'the Health Department was sent to a school clinic at the end of the

‘treatment to obtain a *“ Freedom Certificate "’ to take to school.

Impetigo and other Skin Diseases.—It is satisfactory to note the recent
‘great decrease in the number of cases of impetigo when comparing the
figures of the years under review, but it should also be noted that
'there is an increase in the number of cases of *‘ other skin diseases.”
'The decrease can, in large measure, be accounted for by the fact that
more School Nurses are available for school visitation than were
available in the year 1937, and that cases are discovered whilst they
are at an early stage when there is less risk of infecting other children.
L_ The increases in the number of cases of ‘‘ other skin disease ”’ and
the decrease in the number of cases of impetigo, bear a relationship to
; 1e another. In the days preceding the war, many cases which were
priginally ““ other skin diseases ” were found to have superimposed
impetigo and were consequently regarded as cases of the latter disease,
o-day they are found early and sent to the School Clinics before they

become impetigenous in character.

ar Defects.—The decrease in the number of cases of ear disease is
1oteworthy, and this may be accounted for by the generally lower
ncidence over a number of years of scarlet fever, measles and in-
luenza. Another factor which may account for the decrease was the
: jion in the number of children undergoing routine medical
nspection in school owing to the present shortage of medical officers,
nd the omission of the eight years old group from routine medical
pspection. Another circumstance which may have had an effect on
his reduction was that during the year 1947 a gramophone audiometer
7as in use only occasionally, whilst in the year 1937 it was in constant
se. During the latter year 9,369 children had their hearing tested
nd those who failed to pass the test were examined by the Consultant

 Attendances at School Clinics.—There was a decrease of 144,399
tendances at the clinics in the year 1947, as compared with the
tendances in 1937. This could not be accounted for by a fall in
hool population of only 6,000, The main cause of the decrease was
e shortage of staff in several sections of the School Health Service.
tst, the number of Dental Officers was less in 1947 ; and secondly, it
as not possible to obtain the services of a physiotherapist to under-
ke the treatment of children suffering from minor postural defects
d flat feet. Another factor was the limited use in schools of the
amophone audiometer. These facts, together with the reduction in
e number of cases of minor ailments, which was more than 6,000,
d the diminution in the severity of the skin cases, consequently
quiring less treatment, account for the fall in the number of attend-
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DerecTivE VisiON

The scheme for the treatment of children suffering from visual defect |
and squint includes the yeatly re-examination of all previous cases
and the testing of new ones. The total number of children, therefore,
w;-lgﬂéequire yearly attention for defective eyesight is approximately
15,000. |

At the commencement of each calendar year the Assistant School
Medical Officers, who undertake refraction work, examine all the eye
records and indicate those cases they wish to re-examine themselves
and those which need only be subjectéd to a reading test by the clinic
nurse. Children who have worn spectacles for a period of twelve
months are notified to come to the clinic, and those whose vision
shows deterioration as compared with the reading of the previous year,
are submitted to the Assistant School Medical Officer for re-examina-
tion. The records of the remainder are filed for a further period of
twelve months, when the same procedure is repeated.

All children wearing spectacles are seen in school every month by
the visiting Nurse, who makes a report on her findings. In this way
children whose spectacles have a cracked lens, a broken frame or a
frame which has become too small on account of the child’s growth, are
referred to the clinic for urgent attention or are followed up by th
nurse until the condition has been rectified. The co-operation of the
teachers is also obtained to ensure that children provided with spects
cles wear them regularly in class. :

The shortage of Assistant School Medical Officers qualified te
prescribe spectacles has made it more difficult to keep pace each year
with the amount of refraction work required.

Urtra-VioLeTr Ray THERAPY

Ultra-violet ray therapy is available at two of the general schoo
clinics, in addition to the installations at the Orthopaedic Clinic, th
Day Open-Air School and the Day Special School for Crippled
Children.

At the school clinic in the south of the City, treatment is give:
during the morning sessions, and during the afternoon sessions in th
clinic situated on the north side. At each clinic the treatment
under the supervision of an Assistant School Medical Officer. .,

The following table shows the conditions for which children wer

treated during the year and the numbers in the various classification:
The cases discharged and placed under the heading ‘‘ Stationary
are those which failed to continue the treatment, and the numbers ai

placed in this column purely from a statistical point of view. ]
iy
5

Still under Treatment Discharged

Disease or defect December 31st T
Improving  Stationary Improved  Stationg

Bronchitis and Catarrh .. ¥- e AT 32 138 5508

Anaemia and Debility .. s it 37 221 62

Subnormal Nutrition 3 4 39 16
Rheumatism 5 — 3 8 28
Heart Conditions 1 it 1 —i
Chorea = = 4 —
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21,505, and a report is made on the findings of each inspection. These
reports are submitted to the Superintendent School Nurse who in-
dicates any further procedure required.

Home VisiTs

The total number of visits to children’s homes paid by the nurses
during the year was 4,908. Here again, the nurse makes a report on
her visit and this also is submitted to the Superintendent.

UNCLEANLINESS

"Any scheme of school medical inspection requires that close atten-|
tion must be given to the incidence of uncleanliness amongst
children. Uncleanliness is now almost entirely confined to children’s
heads ; it is very rare to discover a child infested with body vermin
The number of children discovered during the year to be infested
with nits or vermin of the head was 15,267. All these children were
rerinspﬂcted every few weeks until they were found to be clean on twe
successive inspections. The number of inspections made by the schoo
nurses, both in the general inspections of all children present, and the
re-inspection of those found unclean was 409,391. At the end of the
year, there were only 1,997 cases whose condition was still unsatis
tactory. This means that 13,270 children out of the total unde
supervision during the year were clean at the last inspection.

INTERVIEWS WITH PARENTS

The scheme whereby parents are summoned to the Central Clini
when their children are persistently unclean, has been outlined i
previous annual reports. Experience has shown that interviewin
mothers at the Central Clinic regarding the state of cleanliness of thei
children, produces better results than when parents are seen at the
homes. In the first instance, the child is present and the conditio
of the child can be shown to the parents, where as a visit to the hom
when the child is often not present, robs the interview of its value.

The practice of summoning parents to the Central Clinic has bee
in operation for seven years and each year has shown an increasir
percentage of children remaining clean throughout the year after the:
interviews and instructions as to cleansing. &

The number of children inspected at the Central Clinic during 194
was 2,324 and the percentages of those remaining in a clean conditic
from January to December are as follows :—

Per
Year Cent.
1944 - i .. 69
1945 i = A
1946 " ry: S el
1947 . 2. A

Miss Stephen, the Deputy Superintendent Nurse, supervises t
cases and instructs the mothers according to their varying nee(
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Clinics and one part-time Dental Clinic are available for the provision
of dental treatment for children under the care of the School Health
Service. It is essential, however, that this should give rise to no feelings
of complacency, for it must be remembered that with a school popula-
tion of 90,000 children, at least 30 Dental Officers will be required to
provide a complete scheme of dental inspection and treatment for the
School Health Service.

In my report for 1946, reference was made to plans for the provision
of much needed additional dental clinic accommodation. It is regretted
that little further progress in this respect can be reported, the general
building difficulties having so far proved insuperable in respect of new
buildings. Approval was, however, given to the plans for a new
Dental Surgery at the Hulme School Health Centre in Stretford Road,
and work on this project commenced at the end of the year.

The plans to provide two further surgeries and a farger technical
laboratory in the building adjoinirig the School Health Centre in
Shakespeare Street, Chorlton-on-Medlock, were approved in principle
but were referred for slight amendment and final approval, is now
awaited.

In view of the difficulties that were being encountered in securing
buildings suitable for Dental Clinics, and the existence of a demand for
dental treatment that could not be met in full by the facilities available,
it was decided to inquire into the possibility of the use of Mobile
Dental Units of a Trailer Caravan type as a temporary expedient. The
Ministry of Supply indicated their ability to provide Units of this
type that were surplus to service requirements ; approval for use of
these was secured in December and an order was placed with the|
Ministry for their delivery. ;

In their existing state the Mobile Units are fitted for use in the field:
As it is intended to locate them in close proximity to suburban schools|
they will be adapted for connection to the main electricity and water
supplies. This will allow the provision of a scale of dental equipment
that will enable the Dental Officers working in these Units to provide
full facilities for all types of dental work.

During the year steps were taken to appoint three of the additional
Dental Officers approved by the Education Committee during 1945

tion having been found by deputing an Officer experienced in the use of
general anaesthetics to act as Dental Anaesthetist for the Denta
Surgeons at six other Clinics. One of the other two to be appointec
will replace a part-time Officer ; the other will occupy the new Surger’
in the course of construction at the Hulme Clinic.

The recruitment of new Dental staff has not been without difficulty
replies to advertisements from suitable candidates having been exceed
ingly few. It is apparent that employment in other spheres of th
Dental profession offers considerably greater financial reward than i
obtainable in the School Health Service. It will be necessary, therefore
if the Dental side of the School Health Service is to maintain its ef
ciency, for consideration to be given to means whereby suitabl
candidates may be attracted.

il



The scheme for Orthodontic treatment continued during the vyear,
e demand being far greater than could be met. In view of the limited
"1_ ental accommodation and staff available to supply routine dental
.:' nspection and treatment, it was felt that the amount of time devoted
e treatment of Orthodontic defects should not be out of proportion

fhat given to the routine service.

IR tréatment of 162 new Orthodontic cases was started during 1947
1d that of 49 cases whose treatment had been commenced during
1946 was continued, the 211 children attending the Orthodontic Clinic
-51 ring the year makmg 1,212 visits. Twenty-one fixed and 180
emovable appliances were fitted.

Treatment was completed for 32 children dunng 1947 and 13 failed to
ntinue their attendance, 166 children remaining on the books at the

2NC of the year. The time taken up by this work occupied 177 sessions
of half a day.

The year 1947 was the first complete year during which the Education
Committee employed a Dental Technician. His work for the most
part consisted of preparation of Orthodontic apphances and progres-
sional series of models of mouths of children receiving treatment ; this
--r== work takes more time in a laboratory devoted to Orthodontic
ork than in one where artificial dentures alone are made. The Tech-
ician, in addition, also prepared 41 crowns, needed for the treatment
fractured or badly decayed front teeth, 20 dentures for children who
lost front teeth as a result of an amldent 2 obturators for use in
ases of children having cleft palates, and repalred 13 dentures which
baen broken.

- Reference has previously been made to the Education Committee’s
o-operation with the University of Manchester in connection with an
avestigation into the cause and control of dental caries. To provide
he material for research, the Department of Child Dentistry of the
'1: irner Dental Hospital has taken over the dental care of the children in
Primary schools closely situated to the Hospital. The staff of
Department which includes Dental Surgeons and Hygienists will,

| addition to studying methods for the control and prevention of
ental caries, provide routine dental inspection and treatment for the

ildren concerned.

Particulars of the actual treatment provided at the Dental Hospital
as tabulated below, they are not included in Table 4 of the
atistical Section of this report :—

No. Inspected No. Selected for Treatment No. Actually Treated
1,15 937 (819%) 920 (79%)
Temporary Teeth Permanent Teeth
Extractions - o 336 105
Fillings 3 L 355 331
Gmal'. Anaesthetics oL 130 —_
Rl ke e LT _

Noticeable features of this Table are the high percentages of children
23



needing treatment and actually treated, and this must be attributed
largely to the better scale of accommodation and the higher ratio of
dental personnel to children to be treated which the Department is
able to provide.

Full particulars of the work performed in the Committee’s Dental
Clinics during the year are tabulated in the Statistical Section at the
end of this publication. This table shows that 4,613 sessions—the
equivalent of about 10 full-time ‘Dental Officers—were occupied by
inspection and treatment of children in Nursery, Primary and Secondary
Schools. 37,167 children (41 per cent. of the school population) were
examined at routine dental inspections in schools ; 22,487 (25 per
cent. of the school population) were found to require treatment,
11,726 (13 per cent. of the school population) attended the Clinics for
treatment as a result of these examinations, and 8,324 (9 per cent. of
the school population) attended for emergency treatment from schools
not visited by the Dental Officers during the year. The close relation-
ship of the number of children treated as a result of school inspection
and the number of children attending from schools not so inspected is
significant, and indicates that with the present staff it is possible to
provide complete dental treatment for only a very small percentage of
the school population. The study of some of the relative ﬁﬁ;.IIES gives
further point to this statement, 20,050 children came to the Clinics
for treatment, for these 31,112 teeth were removed whilst only 12,767
were conserved by filling. A number of children undoubtedly gained
considerable benefit from the relief of pain and sepsis of dental origin
by this treatment ; it is not, however, in keeping with the ideals of a
public dental service, which should aim at the prevention of these
conditions by the provision of dental inspection and treatment at
regular and frequent intervals.

The figure relating to other operations is greater than that for the
preceding year, being 6,224 as compared with 3,788 and this is largely
due to the inclusion in this section of the treatment provided at th
Orthodontic Clinic.

Two hundred and eighty sessions devoted to school inspecti
showed an average of 132 children per session, and of the total exam.
ined (37,167), about 60 per cent. (22,487) were referred for treatment
It is pertinent to compare this figure with that of the children exami
by the Dental Hospital Staff, where the examination of 1,156 child
showed 81 per cent. to require treatment, but it must be remembered
that in the case of the Dental Hospital, adequate staff was available
provide all the treatment found to be necessary.

All Nursery Schools were visited for the purpose of dental inspecti
during the year, and those children found to need treatment
given the opportunity of attending the School Health Centres.
figures for this work are now included in the general tabulation
statistics.

Eleven children, whose parents reported a history of abno
bleeding following previous injury or operation, were referred to Boo
Hall Children’s Hospital for investigation prior to treatment.
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additional psychiatric social workers. This is inevitable, however,
mainly for two reasons : (1) because in the very nature of the work,
each case takes a long time to investigate fully and even longer to treat ;
(2) because the more widely known and appreciated its service becomes
the greater the number of children referred.

This year’s Annual Report by the Director of the Clinic is as follows :

CHILD GUIDANCE CLINIC REPORT, 1947

The year 1947 has at last brought us into possession of No. 56 High
Street on which we have so long cast covetous eyes, and the closing of
the year comes with the sound of chisel and hammer making connect on
between the two houses, and dust and dirt everywhere. In spite of the
upset and difficulty of this, we hail it with relief and look forward to
the time when we shall no longer find disconsolate workers endeavour-
ing to find space in which to see patients, or an exasperated patient
wandering around after the worker.

We have been asked this year to give an outline of the work done by
the different members of the Child Guidance team, perhaps in order to
make clearer the nature of the work, and the reason why it takes so
long to deal with cases and, therefore, why our waiting list is still so
high.

Child Guidance work is essentially team work, and cannot be done
satisfactorily except in this way. This is because it is impossible to
deal with the child apart from his environment, as one can sometimes
with an adult, since in the nature of the case he is dependent on it
both in the sense of physical and economic need, and what is more
important from our point of view, because of his emotional immaturity.
If a home or a school is bad, a child cannot say I will seek a new place
to live or a new school, he can only truant or otherwise show his u
happiness and frustration, in neurotic symptoms or behaviour di

Consequently, our first approaches are to the home and school and
before we see a case, we make it a rule to visit the home and try ta
assess the situation there. This is the job of the Psychiatric Socia
Worker, and very often takes a long time. Although such visits are
arranged by appointment, parents—especially the careless or the
neurotic—do not always keep them, and a lot of time can be wasted by
going out to the outer,parts of Wythenshawe, or Crumpsall, to find n¢
one at home. Sometimes people have taken refuge in having a neigh
bour in the house, or there is an interfering grandmother, or the
mother and father, both in, may argue about the case, or it may take £
long time to get through the superficial chat to the real family situation
Consequently, since our visits are not just to see *‘ the beds are airec
and the cups clean,” the definition of this job to me by one visitor of
foster-homes, it is quite common only to be able to do one such visi
in one afternoon or morning session, particularly if the worker has nc
car, and, though many Authorities do so, Manchester has nevel
realised the essential economy of providing this.

26



‘The report is brought back and written up for the Psychiatrist by the
iatric Social Worker and here again work is slow, since we have
"% one clerk and one typewriter to write reports, lette:rs notes, to
nswer the telephone and the door, for two Psychiatrists, one Psycholo-
. and three Psychiatric Social Workers. Consequently, for the most
art, wedlwrite our own—a great waste of time in both writing and
reading them
Fu!lowmg the visit, the child is seen in the Clinic. Here the parent
nd child are seen bv the Psychiatrist and the child by the Educational
’sychologist. It is possible by arranging things between those two to
¢ two cases in a session, but no more, since each interview takes from

y minutes to one hour. In this part of the case the Psychiatric
jocial Worker takes no part, unless there happens to be another
arson, from a Remand Home, or a second parent, and therefore still
nother interview is necessary. If it is decided that the case comes for
eatment, then usually the Psychiatric Social Worker sees the parent
e the Ps',rchmtnst sees the child. This is not an invariable rule, as
' of our treatment is not done by the Psychiatrist—as we have not
wough time available and our Educational Psychologist does some,
oth treatment in the general sense and remedial teaching where
ecessary, and sometimes our Psychiatric Social Workers have done
roup treatment and occasionally individual treatment.
It must, however, be emphasised that at present none of these people
re actually trained for treatment work and, therefore, any that they do,
wolves some supervisory work from the Psychiatrist.
Treatment sessions are divided into periods of 30 minutes, five to a
with, for the most part, two people at work at once—one
t the parent and one with the child.
e parts of our work which we feel are most neglected are school
S and follow-up cases. The last of these gets done very little—we

phr have not the time—and that is common to most Clinics, though
is generally recognised to be a very unsatisfactory state of affairs ;
e former we try to do either by visiting or by sending a printed form
_f;‘_h_-.- a report for each case, but we would like to have much more
ntact with schools and the opportunity to talk to teachers about
ychological work in general.

A \ further group of cases, which tend to get neglected are those
2 either the problem is in the parent and not the child, and the
d is simply re-acting to an abnormal environment, or where it is
possible either temporarily or permanently for them to visit the
Such cases we put on *‘ supervision’” and the Psychiatric
Worker sees the parent only. Nearly always this has to be in
e home, as the parents for the most part either cannot, or sometimes
I not, come to the Clinic and if we try this, as theoretically an
momy of time, it is often not so, since they do not keep the appoint-
n conclusion, may I stress the point that these difficulties are in the
ure of all psychological work ; broken appointments, arriving late,
sting time in an interview, not ““ coming clean,” are intrinsic features
the work, both with adults and children and obtain in private
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ment has, thcrcfnrt, been confined to the single clinic situated in the
! “;: retford Road general clinic building. Miss M. A. Ashworth, B.Sc.,
the Speech Therapist, makes the following report on her work —
- When reviewing the work of the speech clinic in 1947, one feature
‘which stands out above all others is the urgent need for more therapists.
At the end of the year there were on l'%l& waiting list 29 cases inter-
viewed and found suitable (after stringent weeding out) and 333 cases
referred but not yet interviewed. A considerable proportion of these
certainly would prove to be either unsuitable or not willing to accept
epatment, but even when allowance is made for this, the complete
'- ficiency of one therapist to cope with such numbers is obvious.
therapists from other parts of the country will not come to
ork in Lancashire, Manchester will have to make more effort to find
recruits from among her own citizens.
Du:nng the year 72 children received regular treatment and 13 others
er supervision.” Fifty-four new cases were interviewed at
the clinic. The total number of attendances was 1,519.
The following were discharged :—

Satisfactory Others
i i s e | Unsuitable

b Treatment suspended rempcranl',r
v 12 Left School or left the City .
Transferred to Child Guidance
Clinic ‘o s |
Towal' ... .. 214

Nine children ceased attending without completing their course.
Both at the clinic and in the course of school visits, efforts are made
kaep in touch with children who have passed throu%h our hands.
tammerers and those with kindred disorders occasionally relapse and
,---- watching. Cleft palate cases who have been dtscharged in the
arly years of school life generally need a revision course before leaving,
y ensure that the maximum efficiency of speech companble with then'
.._!1"-' al handicap, has been reached. Cases of the * immaturity ”
ype, once corrected, give no further trouble, and in these cases the
nterest lies in seeing how far the bad educational start—an almost
nevitable feature—has been overcome. Most of these children are of
g mental ability, and once normal speech has been achieved,
s report a great improvement in school progress. It is pleasant
heat of such a child, unintelligible to her own mother at eight years
ld, winning a place at a Central School, or to have an inquiry ad-
;--~--- to a new head teacher received with a surprised : ‘ Was
e anything wrong with him 7 "

Fr_rr two or three years before the Duchess of York Hospital was
to make its own speech therapy arrangements, Manchester
who had been surgically treated for cleft palate there were
ferred to this clinic. Most of these children were very young and
lere was not time to give them weekly treatment, but all whose
lothers were willing were kept under supervision and suggestions made
home practice. The older ones are now reaching school age and
g offered regular courses and the value of this preliminary training
guldam:e is evident in easier and quicker progress.
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In connection with cleft palates and other cases of dental irregularities
and malformation of the palate, the speech therapist is very glad to be
a}:le to make use of the opportunities now afforded by the orthodontic
Clinic.

It is sad to have to conclude on a note of disappointment. In
April arrangements were completed for a lip-reading class to be held
during school hours, since it had been found that children would not
attend in the evening or on Saturday morning. They have not attended
the day class either. At present it consists of three children, all from
a local school ; the rest are deterred by distance from the clinic, or
reluctance to miss school lessons. It has proved much more difficult
to secure the interest and co-operation of these lip-readers than that of
speech defectives under similar circumstances. It is a little surprising
that, so far as measures of an educational nature are concerned, both
parents and children seem to regard the handicap of even moderately
severe deafness as less important than defective speech.

(Signed) F. M. ASHWORTH.

EAR, NOSE AND THROAT CLINIC

Mr. Brian Robinson, the Committee’s Consultant, held two sessions
per week at the Central Clinic—one for the examination of children
referred for operative treatment for adenoids and/or enlarged tonsils,
and the other for the examination of special cases of ear disease refi
to him by Assistant School Medical Officers. These special cases
were those who, having been under treatment at the school clinics, did
not progress to the satisfaction of the Medical Officers.

The following is an outline of the scheme for the treatment of cases
of adenoids and chronic tonsillitis.

Cases discovered at routine medical inspections in schools or @
school clinics, are referred to the Central Clinic for examination by
Specialist. Occasionally cases are referred by general medical practi-
tioners. Those considered by the Specialist to require operati
treatment are placed on the waiting list and arrangements are made as
quickly as possible for admission to Booth Hall Children's Hospitz
where the operations are performed. Those not considered to require
an operation are referred for other treatment to the school clinics.

Children are admitted to the Hospital during the forenoon for the
necessary preparation. After operation they remain in hospital for
two nights, and if the Medical Superintendent considers they are fit te
return home on the day following the second night, they are taker
there by ambulance in charge of a School Nurse. She gives ful
instructions to the parent on the care of the child and pays fur
visits to the home as often as necessary.

The operative treatment for adenoids and chronic tonsillitis wat
greatly restricted during the year, owing to the ep demic of infantil
paralysis. Many weeks were lost and the waiting list increased ir
consequence. The effect of this curtailment will be felt for man
months.
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OPHTHALMIC CLINIC

Certain eye conditions and cases of defective vision amo high
school pupils, are examined in this clinic, which is held in the Education
Offices. Since 1935 two sessions have been undertaken by Dr. White,
the Committee’s Consultant who examines the rarer and severer types
of eye disease and defects referred by Assistant School Medical Officers.
II;Ile n.?lim completes reports on children who require to be certified as

ind.

A high proportion of the cases referred, however, are children under
eight years of age who have a squint. If treatment by occlusion of one
eye is recommended, this is usually carried out at one of the district
clinics but the progress of each case is supervised periodically by the
Consultant. When cases are considered ready for ﬂrtht}ptit: treat-
ment, they are referred to the Royal Eye Hospital. There is, unfor-
tunately, a considerable waiting list for this form of treatment and it
would be of great benefit if it could be provided at the Ophthalmic
clinic. Lack of accommodation, however, precludes the mstallanou
of the necessary equipment at the present time.

At the end of the year, 23 children and adults were maintained at
Special Residential Schools or Institutions for the Blind and Partlaﬂjr
Sighted. The age groups of these cases are given below :—

Boys under 16 years of age
Girls under 16 years of age

Males over 16 years of age
Females over 16 years of age ..

1

IEIHE‘-‘-&W

One boy, educated at Rowton Castle, Shrewsbury, who left in J ‘
commenced training in telephony at Oldbury Grange. He completed
his training in November and since then has obtained civilian employ
ment. To enable him to undertake this employment he was providec
with a Braile Shorthand-writer and will be provided with a typewriter
with Braile attachment as soon as one can be obtained. Priority if
given for one of these machines in the case of blind persons. Twe
children, a boy and a girl, left the St. Vincent School for the Blind
Liverpool, as they were sixteen years of age. The girl wished to trair
as a telephonist and was accepted as a trainee by the National Institute
for the Blind. On the recommendation of the Institute, however
arrangements were made for her to have a pre-vocational course at ¢
rehabilitation home and she is expected to commence her trainin
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_f- Day Open-Air ScHooL, CRUMPSALL

Thm school is built in the north-west of the City and contains eight
classrooms, kitchen, dmmg—mnm, treatment room, bathroom, open-air
res sheds gardens and spacious playing fields. A covered verandah
s the whule length c?pthe school protecting the class-rooms from

Miss F. M. Nield, the Headmistress, has outlined the work of the
school in previous annual reports. She has special experience in
s and supervises the preparation of the children’s meals, which
cmkad on the premises, thus ensuring that the meals are correctly
salanced. She gives special attention to the preparation of meals for
diabetic children.

AII the children take one hour's rest after the mid-day meal. Each
d has a folding hammock and its own blankets. If the weather is fine
d warm the hammock is placed in the open, but in the covered shed
n climatic conditions are not so good.

The Medical supervision of the children is undertaken by Dr. G. W.
v ews, an Assistant School Medical Officer, who visits the school on
wo afternoons per week. Dr. Matthews reports as follows :—

- The children are selected from cases reported by Assistant School
Mec cal Officers, School Nurses, Teachers, Attendance Officers, etc.
Juring the year 440 children have been in the school for varying
ds. The following small table shows the number of children
mitted and discharged :—

Boys Girls Total

nber of children on roll lst January, 1947 .. g S o)) 127 248
imber of children admitted during 1947 e i . L 99 192
Z_---n ber of children discharged duanIB‘{T s g 121 213
umber of children remaining on roll 31st December, 1947 .. 122 105 227

Thc types of cases admitted closely follows those of previous years,
t particular attention has been paid to children suffering from asthma
nd the number admitted to the school during the past year was 40.
:- ubservatmns over the past few years have shown that children
s from asthma appear to receive considerable benefit from the
nc tmns found at a day open-air school. The treatment given to
chﬂdren has been of two kinds : (a) inhalation treatment and (b)
lixir Caffein Iodide § gram half-an-hour before dinner. The former
eatment is ameliorative but it reduces the length of the attack and
ves relief very quickly. The affected children realise this and when
ey know that an attack is impending they visit the nurse for treat-
The knowledge that relief can be obtained immediately is a
eat help to the children and one has noticed that the fear of having an
: £sappear5. Psychologically, this is of great benefit to the
ildren. The second treatment has been tried in a number of cases
d the frequency of attacks greatly lessened. At the commencement
ildren were having three or four attacks per week but after a short
rse of treatment attacks were reduced to about one per month.
1is is due to a decrease in size of the glands at or near the root of the
ung, a fact plainly demonstrated by percussion.
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All the children suffering from asthma undertake special exercises
each week under the training and supervision of one of the men
teachers who has special training in this type of work.

The medical supervision of children suffering from asthma must be
frequent and thorough in order to discover and remove any possible
cause of an attack. One case which is typical of the care needed is as
follows. This child had no special symptoms other than the usual
ones of asthma, except an unhealthy nasal mucous membrane. He
was having frequent and severe attacks of asthma ; indeed, very dis-
tressing to all concerned. Dr. Reynolds was asked to undertake a
nasal ionization. As a result, during the ten months following this
treatment, there were no further attacks, and the child’s general con-
dition greatly improved. :

The general medical treatment of all the children includes the use of
cod liver oil emulsion, Parish’s Chemical Food, Mist. Expect., Glycero-
phosphates, and Ultra-Violet radiation, during the winter months, in
selected cases.

Thanks are due to Dr. W. H. Patterson, the Medical Superintendent
of Booth Hall Hospital, for his advice and assistance in the treatment
of many children, particularly those suffering from diabetes. He has
admitted the children to hospital for short periods in order to ascertai
the type of diet they require, and on our part we have accepted into
school certain children who were under his treatment in hospital. Mr
Cullen, the Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon, is now using the facilities
of the Open-Air School for some children he discharges from the
Day Special School for Crippled Children. They receive the benefit
of the open-air school for a short time so fitting them for admissio
an ordinary school. The nurse attached to the school holds a minot
ailments clinic each morning, in addition to carrying out the special
medical treatment recommended in each case. She also is responsible
for the artificial sunlight treatment.

During the year 71 children were discharged as fit and at the end of
December there were 237 on the rolls.

The following list indicates the varying type of case admitted and he
number in each :(—

Asthma i i o 1 b o .. 40 g
Anaemia i i ok i e i Ci oy i
Bronchitis .. e i 2 L ik R J
Cardiac defect 4 ap 2 et S S :
Rheumatism .. iy e i i i Bl 1] | .
Debility . o 4 ‘2 o . o o :
Poor nutrition o X, s o o .. 49 3

together with the odd case of conditions such as chorea, glycosuriz
nerves, enphysema, cerebral tumour, chronic appendix, etc. G

Mote than 600 special examinations were undertaken by the Visitin,
Assistant School Medical Officer and 470 children were given ultr
violet ray therapy.
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(3) ResipEnTiAL OPEN-AIR SCHOOLS

- Manchester has three residential schools for delicate children, one in
Styal, Cheshire, which provides for boys and girls, one in Summerseat,
nes in Lancashire, and a third at Conway, which is owned by
L Hﬁﬂl COmj.ttﬂB.

- It is to be regretted that the school in Styal which accommodates 112
children has had to restrict its admissions owing to our inability to
obtain women to assist in the general care of the children when not at
school ; in fact, only 50 per cent. of the accommodation has been used
during the year. Unfortunately, lack of similar staff has made the
srganisation of other residential institutions very difficult.
~ The arrangements for the medical care of the children in these resi-
dential schools are similar. There is a visiting medical officer, dental
freatment is carried out periodically by members of the school dental
staff and the advice of 5‘:1 Committee’s consultants is sought when
necessary. The annual routine medical inspection of the children is
usually undertaken by the Senior Assistant School Medical Officer.
~ The small tables which follow show the number of children catered

for during the year 1947 : —

StyvaL RESIDENTIAL ScHOOL
Boys Girls Total
of children on roll, 1st January, 1947 .. % S il 15 79
_ er of children admitted during 1947 il = s T 49 127
Number of children discharged during 1947 f b .. 89 48 137
Number of children on roll, 31st December, 1947 8 . S 26 69

SuMMERSEAT RESIDENTIAL ScHOOL

Girls
Number of children on roll, 1st January, 1947 % S
Number of children admitted during 1947 .. - S aniliB
Number of children discharged during 1947 .. ' .. 68
Number of children on roll, 31st December, 1947 .. .. 29

4) HosTeL For EpucaTiONALLY SUB-NORMAL CHILDREN

This Hostel which is named Ribble Lodge, came into being as a
gsult of evacuation and was originally situated at Lytham St. Annes on
he Fylde coast. It functioned for some two or three years during the
ourse of the war and was part of the scheme for the care of education-
ly sub-normal children. When the scheme ended, and the normal
had returned to their homes, a small number of sub-normal
Idren who had no suitable homes, were housed in a new Ribble
odge in Manchester.

The activities of the Hostel are outlined in the report of the Head-
listress, which follows :— :

During the third year of its existence, Ribble Lodge has continued
) aim at providing the children with a home life as near to normal as
pssible. In cantemplati.rﬁ any new venture, the standard of what
ould be done in the ordinary family is the only one considered.
ie children have gone to their Sunday School picnics and parties,
ave joined other residential units at the Circus, Pantomine and
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Cinema, as well as going out for various treats in small groups with a
teacher. Shopping excursions are very popular, particularly when
they have involved new clothes. ]

The boys have received new clothes and have been taken in groups to
chose for themselves. = We have been most interested in the good
choice made and the consequent care taken of the clothes. Long flan-
nels are most carefully folded and put away, and coloured tweed sports
jackets are always hung up. The girls have had new summer frocks,
all different in material, colour and style. The print was chosen by the
teachers with some care in short lengths, so that the girls had ample
choice. The fittings-on and consequent dress parades have been most
happy occasions. These children seen in school alongside the others
from less fortunate homes prove how tremendously Il]:ﬁSe? gain in self-
confidence and self-respect where their clothes are pleasing and in-
dividual. This goes some long way in counteracting the sense of
inferiority from which educationally sub-normal children suffer.
The importance of this cannot be over-estimated.

The summer holiday in a hostel at Colwyn Bay proved most en-
joyable in perfect weather. The first excitement was in small bed-
rooms after dormitories. The beach provided interesting play material
and the older children enjoyed fishing expeditions. Fireworks in the
park, the fair and the woods all added wvariety. The children a
returned brown and healthy and have been noticeably free of illness
during the winter.

We acquired some gymnastic apparatus which is most popular.
Here the children have been able to repay the Church for its constant
interest in them by inviting the Scouts to use their playroom and the
apparatus. As a result, several of our boys are now Scouts and helped
in the production of a Scouts’ Circus and Pantomine, where theit
performance compared favourably with that of the other normal boys.
QOur boys also hope to accompany the normal boys on their summer
camp at Whitby. )

We are fortunate in that a class in a normal school made Ribble
Lodge Christmas their project. They produced and renovated dolls.
doll’s beds, cots and clothes, books, and a large variety of toys and
games, so that all the children unable to go home for Christmas had &
most exciting time. They have taken good care of these and have
provided an instructive study in the therapeutic value of play with
interesting material. The type of play of the individual has provec
a valuable guide to the degree of backwardness to the teachers con
cerned. A variety of play material, possessions of their own, as wel
as communal ones, are indispensable to the children and the best surety
for amenable behaviour. Several children who arrived with noticeably
spiteful tendencies have mellowed among their own possessions sharec
with others in a creative activity and the degree of interest in materi:
must not be judged by adult standards. !

The children continue to enjoy gardening. The front is a’ com
munal effort where everyone joins in weeding, planting and makin;
Ribble Lodge look as attractive as possible. Each child may also
a plot at the back where he may grow what he likes.
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The bungalow at Ribble Lodge has now become a combined project
or the boys and girls of Cheetham and Gorton Special Schools.
While the boys renovate the furniture and finish it to fit in with the
jarious colour schemes in the room, the girls are combining their
craftwork in making soft furnishings and the extras which transform a
wouse into a home. At the same time, the housekeeping project is
carried on. There is no doubt about the interest of the boys and girls
n this practical training.

~ We have been successful in keeping in close touch with the majority
of the parents. In those cases where homes are undesirable or non-
Xistent we are trwrég to find “ Unofficial Aunts "’ who will take an
nterest in one individual child and so compensate in some measure for
he lack of normal parental interest. Contact of the child with the

yome is kept up as much as possible at week-ends and in holiday times,
o that the gap between the home and hostel is bridged.

- Education for the children is provided at Cheetham Day Special
ichool and they are taken from tfe hostel in a special motor bus and
re returned in a similar way after the close of school.

STYAL COTTAGE HOMES

‘The work here has continued on much the same lines as previously
nd during 1947 the staffing difficulties did not improve to any appre-
able extent. Home Mothers, Assistant Home Mothers and Domestic
aff changed frequently, for one reason or another, and replacement
nti to be a problem.

The supervision of the health of the children continued to be the
sponsibility of the School Medical Department although under the
imediate direction of the visiting physician. The latter paid on an
rage four visits a week, mostly of short duration but one for a
nger period was devoted to the periodical examination in individual
s,

The sick children were transferred to and treated in the Hospital
ick and 374 children were in-patients during the year. For minor
ment conditions, of which there were 1,189 treatments, children
ended as usual for dressings or other treatment at the Out-Patient
[he visiting dentist retired on July 4th, 1947, and the dental super-
ion of the children was undertaken by a dental officer of the School
alth Service staff after that date.

' December, 1946, the Consultant Ophthalmologist retired and
ce that date the supervision of the eyes and the necessary eye work
he children was undertaken by an Assistant School Medical Officer.
‘examined all cases of defective vision and prescribed new glasses
ere required.

he number of children immunised against diphtheria was 148.

[he following table shows the medical work undertaken by the
spital block nursing staff.
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HOSPITAL TREATMENT

In accordance with arrangements made previously, the Education
,ommittee continued to be financially responsible for the treatment in
dooth Hall Hospital of children attending maintained schools. The
ecords of children admitted daily to this hospital were examined in
he School Medical Department, and of these 1,461 medical and 1,373
*:4 al cases were accepted. The following abridged list of conditions
nd Ic respective numbers gives some indication of the work
inderta en ;—

_ MEepicaL SURGICAL
fectious Diseases e 106 Mouth and Salivary Glands .. 44
heumatism and Diseases of Fauces and Phar?nx {T . and A.
. Nu::m:lun £% i o0 etc.) .. 797
ases of the Nervous Sysr.em 195 Intestines. . pas ok ot 213
seases of the Respiratory System 280 Male gemtal c-rgans g s 25
iseases of the Digestive System 229 Loco-motory system .. o 83
ases of the m 172 Joints .. o\ o Lo 17
seases of Bones and]mnts el 60 Skin, etc. s 89
lence—Burns and Scalds, etc. 165 Spleen and .Lvmphan-:s e 14

CONVALESCENT TREATMENT

Since the Education Act of 1944, the Manchester Education Com-
littee has provided free convalescent treatment for those children
und to be in need of it as the result of debilitating illnesses. During
347, the total number of children maintained in convalescent homes
s 691. Of these 586 were admitted through the agency of the Health
. sartment of the Corporation and 105 by the Invalid Children’s Aid
ssociation. Both agencies have access to a number of beds in some
the same convalescent homes run by voluntary bodies ; for example,
; Ro?al Alexandra, Rhyl ; The Children's, West Kirby; St.
seph’s, Freshfields ; Swanscoe House and Taxal Edge, Macclesfield.
The majority of the children sent by the Health Department, however,
‘to Dr. Garrett’s Memorial Home, Conway. Part of this institution
tun as a special school of some 60 places for delicate children, and so
2 length of stay of cases may vary from six weeks to six months or
During the year, there were 356 new cases admitted, although
 the greater part of the year it was found necessary to reduce the
e of admissions from 22 to 14 per fortnight. This was due to
ortage of staff at the home.
Not all the recommendations for convalescent treatment received by
Health Department come from the School Health Service. Many
es were referred by hospitals such as the Duchess of York, St.
’'s and Booth Hall. Many more were recommended by the
Tuberculosis Officer, Child Welfare Medical Dfﬁcers and

vate practitioners. In 1947, for various reasons 132 recommenda-
is were cancelled. Particulars of these are as follows :—

o
i -.

Cancelled by parents .. o o A L
Cancelled by the School Medical Officer 5 i uet
Appointments not kept .. g i g e 1
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In spite of the number of cases sent to convalescent homes, there is
always a long waiting list, and often some months may elapse befﬂl'é
the recommendation and its implementation. The answer is the
provision of increased facilities. }

|

X-RAY TREATMENT

The year 1947 was particularly notable in that only 3 cases of Ri ,
worm of the Scalp were discovered and these were treated by the X-raj Y
method of epilation. The significance of this figure can better be
appreciated when one remembers that in 1914 there were over 2,700
cases found amongst school children. Certain other condmo
amenable to treatment by X-rays, particularly multiple warts on the
backs of the hands, were also treated during the year, and the followi
table indicates by ﬁgures the work accomplished :—

-

¢
1. Number of cases of Ringworm Scalp treated s o o 3 3
2. Number of cases of other defects treared .. e o vin 55
3. Total number of cases treated by X-rays .. “Hh 58 8
4. Total number of attendances for all purposes relative to observation
and treatment of any defect i . .. 584
5. Number of Re-inspections—Ringworm Scalp ca$es = ¥ 21 1
6. Number of Re-inspections—Other cases of any disease .. .. 305
7. Number of new cases of Ringworm Scalp . e i e 3 '
8. Number of new cases of other diseases .. ke 4 g 5%
9. Number of cases of Ringworm Scalp discharged i7 o 3 .
10. Number of cases of other diseases discharg@? ot it 55 A

ol

TUBERCULOSIS

As in previous years, all children examined either in schools @
clinics and considered to be possible cases of tuberculous infectiot
were teferred to the Central Tuberculosis Clinic. In every case
complete report sometimes more than one—was received from th
Senior Tuberculosis Officer, to whom the School Health Service i
indebted for his co-operation and helpful advice in the diagnosis an
treatment of these children. The findings of miniature X-ray films ar
Mantoux tests were very often included in the reports.

During the year approximately 800 children between the ages of
and 14 vyears attended the Clinic, very many of them having bee
referred by the School Medical Officer. The number of childre
the same age groups notified as suffering from tuberculosis was 101.
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES

In accordance with previous practice, a watchful eye has
maintained clurmg the year on notifiable and other infectious col
ditions occurring in school children. No very definite epidem
occurred in any district, but minor outbreaks in schools were in *7"
gated. The Assistant School Medical Officer concerned paid some
visits to schools and examined 1,887 pupils. The prevalence of mo
infectious fevers followed lines similar to previous years, with tl
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ception of infantile paralysis. The following table gives the figures
3 nm:iﬁed cases, both from weekly returns from Principal Teachers,
id of notified cases of all ages from the Health Department of the
Jorporation, with which close liaison has been maintained as hitherto :

Schoal Health

Disease Returns Department
m A o o h .. 4,665 9,008
h h k5 13 T 2,308
Smlﬁmchoug ¥ 4 3 .. 097 937
Diphtheria X . &, s 120 80 (confirmed)
Chicken Pox o X, .. 1,784
Cerebral Spinal Fe'.ret - ” - 3 23

~ Poliomyelitis 4 ¥ - o — 169

e year under review was noticeable in the reduction of cases of
theria, and the unprecedented epidemic of infantile paralysis
hich commenced towards the end of July. There were 123 confirmed
ses after that date, although a number of cases had been notified,
yme confirmed, prior to the outbreak itself. Of the 169 true cases
agnosed, 112 fell in the school age range of 5-15 years, but with the

eption of the exclusion of cases and contacts, no special measures
| school were considered necessary. Furthermore, no noticeable
crease in the prevalence, as was feared possible, resulted from the
-opening of schools after the summer holidays. One of the most
ifortunate side effects of the epidemic was the necessary stoppage of
O fF operations, which are thought to increase the risk and danger
' infection.

MOBILE SHOWER UNIT

During a number of the war years, Messrs. Lever Brothers, of Port
nlight, loaned to the Medical Department a mobile shower unit.
is was taken weekly to certain schools, and provided warm showers,
th soap and towels, for children Iwmg mainly in the poorer areas of
Citj.r, where many homes are without baths. Soon after the
ssation of hostilities, however, Messrs. Lever Brothers had to with-
the unit, together with others in various parts of the country, for
ce on behalf of the Government in the occupied areas of the
ntinent. The loss to these Manchester pupils was so great that the
_j'i tion Committee felt the unit should be replaced by them.
Lever Brothers were therefore consulted, and not only did
oﬂ’e:r their assistance, but they agreed that if the Committee would
yvide a suitable motor chassis they would equip it with the necessary
ter heating apparatus and provide also the collapsible cubicles.
[hree female attendants, all competent to drive the unit, were
0 u early in the year and sent to Port Sunlight, where they
ived a course of instruction in the working and maintenance of the
ole outfit. Owing to certain difficulties of supply, the shower unit
 not ready for service until June, so during part of the waiting
iod the attendants were given other duties. The service was again
pended during the summer vacation and in November owing to the
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general water shortage. During the time the unit operated, an average

of 450 children attended weekly, and from the middle of June untillli:
the end of the year 7,429 children, 3,756 boys and 3,673 girls passed |
through the showers. The unit is doing a grand service which is m :
enjm}rled by the children taking part, even during the periods of coldl)
weather. i

It
AFTER CARE OF HANDICAPPED PUPILS .

The supervision of children leaving special schools in the past was
restricted mainly to two categories, the educationally sub-normal anc
the physically disabled. In the former, this was undertaken by arrang
ment with a voluntary organisation, namely, the South-East Lancashi
Association for Mental Welfare, which employed a social worke
specifically for the purpose. The interests of the latter group we
undertaken by their own joint efforts in an Old Scholars’ Associatior
promoted and assisted by the principal teacher who for many year
was head of the Day Special School for Cripples. Up to the time @
evacuation this school had attached to it the main Orthopaedic Schoo
Clinic. This Association still flourishes and has been mainly respor
sible for the after care of the leavers from the school.

The Education Committee’s Administrative Staff concerned wi
handicapped pupils and special schools came to the conclusior
however, that the scope of after care of these special school leaver
should be widened to cover the needs of all children for whom
other arrangements were in operation. Accordingly, an Inter-Depar
mental Staff Committee was set up under the chairmanship of th
Chief Medical Officer, and including amongst its members such office
as the Special School Inspector and teachers, Welfare and School Atteng
ance Officers and the principal of the Juvenile Employment Bureau.

Meetings are held every two or three months when the detaile
reports on the leavers are considered. The work of supervising thes
pupils and preparation of the reports is the responsibility of tl
School Attendance Department and the Senior Officer has written th
following short statement on the work :(— s

AFTER CARE OF PUPILS FROM SPECIAL SCHOOLS

It is pleasing to be able to report that during the year under revie
no less than 1,400 visits to homes have been made by the Welfa
Officers charged with the supervision and care of special 0
leavers. i

The Officer’s first visit to the pupil’s home is usually devo ed |

-

E_.

establishing friendly relations with the parents and securing the
good will and co-operation. On subsequent visits, however, the Offic
always endeavours, through personal contact with the leaver, to obta
his or her confidence. They are persuaded, in these informal talks, |
exert themselves and are made to feel that all the steps taken are|
their interests and intended to help. A

In order to discharge their duties effectively and adequately, it
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sary for the officers to know the various social, religious and
blic organisations available in the district for young persons.

Emplovment best suited to their individual capacities is found, with
._' w exceptions, by the Juvenile Employment Bureau.

Nu cases of juvenile delinquency occurred during the period under
siew.

It may be of special interest to make reference to the special evening
lass for boys with minimum attainments in the three R's, which was
naugurated at the request of the Welfare Visitors, at Ducie Avenue
chool, in September, 1947. This class has been attended with great
thusmsm and personal sacrifice of spare time by the boys, and it is
sncouraging to report that the enrolment for the 1948 session has
lready exceeded all expectations. It should be stated that the great
najority of the boys realised the immense value of the class and
spreciated the work and attended regularly. The parents also have
poken very apprecmtwehr of the value of the class, and were very
*---: sed that provision had been made for their children to continue
eir general education.

It is hoped, in the near future, to arrange for an additional class on
ne north side of the city.

In conclusion, it must be reiterated that after-care work is, to a
reat extent, what the visitor makes it, and it is felt by the Committee
1at special thanks are due to the officers for their sympathetic interest
nd ungrudging services in the preparation of records and statistics.

MEDICAL EDUCATION

iPLoMA 1IN PusLic HEALTH

Unwermt? students were afforded, as during the previous year,
cilities to study the routine work of the School Health Service. In
-operation with the Health Department of the Corporation, and on
eh of the University, medical practitioners taking the course for
e public health dilpoma have spent six weeks in the medical depart-
ent and other branches of the Education Committee’s special service.
p this period they observed and undertook routine medical
-- ations in schools and the different types of work in the school
nics. They also visited the special day and residential schools and
snmethmg of both the medical and educational aspects of these
stitutions. K were thus able to learn how these are integrated
d to appreciate how necessary in the interests of handicapped pupils
the team work of teachers, doctors, dentists and nurses. The st
ancerned are only too pleased to give every assistance to these students,
jowing that some may find the work so interesting as to encourage
em to enter the service.

During 1947 there were eight students, two less than the previous
r, taking the six weeks’ course in the final of the diploma. The
nber was, however, too large to allow all to visit together either the
; difiEhools or clinics and other arrangements were made enabling students

work in pairs. This was found to be advantageous to the students,
'. hers and pupils alike.
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Heartr Visitors' CerTIFICATE COURSE

All students studying for the Health Visitors’ Certificate are attachef
to the ““ School Health Service ” for one month’s practical trmmng
On arrival, students attend an introductory talk, given by the Super-
intendent of School Nurses, concerning the various duties in which
School Nurses are expected to be proﬁelent.

The duties comprise visits to schools in connection with medical
and general inspections, visits to Nursery Schools, attendance at
school clinics including the Audiometer and Ear, Nose and Throat
Clinics, attendance at the Juvenile Court and the Central Office.

District DuTiES

These are carried out in the company of a School Nurse, and the
training lasts for two weeks, dunng which time opportunities ar
afforded to observe :— ‘

(a) Schoal General Inspections for the purpose of discovering andji
re orting cases of defective vision and hearing, under-nourishment, ]
inadequate clothing and footwear, infectious diseases and general
uncleanliness. t

(b) Medical Inspections, with the Doctor and the School Nurse in
schools. -

(c) Home Visits necessitated in consequence of reports received from
medical and general inspections. Their purpose is to provide oppor:
tunities for advising parents as to treatment of children before and after
operations for Tonsils and Adenoids, for the exercise of genera
supervision, and to ensure that prescribed treatment is being carriec
out.

Cumnic DuTies

General Clinics.—Each student is attached to a School Clinic f
two weeks. During this time she learns the procedure adopted fol
the treatment of minor conditions.

Skin Diseases.—Impetigo, scabies, etc. N ¥

Eye Diseases.—Blepharitis, conjunctivitis, styes, etc. R

Aural Defects.—QOtorrhoea, ear-ache, and excessive wax. r

She is also instructed in the treatment of minor injuries such a
cuts, bruises, scalds and slight injuries sustained in school accidents. |

The Audiometer Clinic.—All students attend here to observe tes
for deafness with the *“ Pure-Tone "’ Audiometer and tests carried ou
by the School Nurse with the gramophone Audiometer. N |

Ear, Nose and Throat Clinic—Students attend for the purpe:se. 0
observing the selection by the specialist of cases requiring operations
and also diastolisation treatment.

= [y

Orrice RouTiNE

Students are made conversant with the methods of reporting an
recording all cases requiring treatment, and the action to be take
in consequence of such reports. '
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ATTENDANCE AT JUVENILE COURTS

Opportunity is provided for the student to attend the hearing of cases
of prosecution for persistent uncleanliness.

PsycuiaTric Sociar WORKERs

In October, 1947, a training course for these social workers was
naugurated at the Manchester University. It was appreciated that
here was a great shortage of such staff, particularly in the provinces,
nd a regional course was considered more likely to attract local
students. In co-operation with the University, the facilities of the
hild Guidance Clinic were made available and the whole staff take
art in the thenretlcal and practical instruction. Six students enrolled

r the course and their presence in the clinic naturally increased to
- extent the work ancf the responsibility of the clinic staff.

e

TRISTS

The facilities of the Child Guidance Clinic have also been made
vailable for training specialists of psychiatric medicine in child psych-
try. This was done at the request of the National Association for
fental Health which has recognised the Manchester Clinic as a
raining centre for psychiatric fellows. The course lasts for a period
some six months and the fees are payable to the Education Com-
nittee.

discCELLANEOUS

‘A number of other lectures were given by members of the staff of the
chool Health Service in courses conducted by the Education Com-
littee. One Assistant School Medical Officer assisted in the prepara-
on of the syllabus and, together with one of the school nurses, was
ssponsible for the lectures and demonstrations on medical subjects
\ the training courses for Wardens and Nursery Assistants.

Another Medical Officer has given a few talks in the Adult Educa-
on Institute Courses, while yet another has undertaken the lectures on
atomy and physiology to first aid classes of High School girls.

MISCELLANEOUS MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS

‘e OYMENT OF CHILDREN

The total number of children medically examined for part-time
aployment was 1,354 of whom 1,212 wished to deliver papers and
e remainder were child entertainers in pantomimes. Of the total
mined, only three were rejected on medical grounds as unfit. Many
nor defects were found, however, and for this reason, if for no
her, the medical inspections are valuable. Children found to have
y defect whatsoever are given only a probationary certificate which
2ans that they must obtain treatment and attend for re-examination
they do not wish their licence to be withdrawn.

The following is a list of some of the different defects found to
uire treatment and the number of children in each category :—
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Skin Diseases = & i " .. 44

Defective Eyesight .. 32 i 5 oo patl
Ear Defects i e £. e S
Nose and Throat Cnnchtmms e L¥ .. 14
Cardiac and Circulatory 4 ¥ L. 't s S
Bronchitis - 2 o s 8 Serab e

SCHOLARSHIP STUDENTS

Forty-seven children were examined during the year prior to taki
up Major Scholarships at the University.

EMERGENCY RECRUITMENT AND TRAINING OF TEACHERS SCHEME

The medical examination of applicants under the above sch
continued throughout the year on a slightly reduced scale. Some o
the applicants had recently been demobilised from the Services an
records of their medical examinations immediately before discharg
were considered adequate. Altogether, 775 persons were exam
—134 less than the previous year.

Otuer Seeciar Mepicar ExaminaTiONS

During the year, many special examinations were undertak
including the following :—

Canteen Staff. Many assistants to canteens were appointed tem-
porarily without a medical examination during the war and, in
1947, all these were exammﬁd bEfGI'E-' being gwen pﬁrmannnt

appointments - - A - .ot A0 265
Teachers, newly appmnted o 196
Students, entrants and leavers, Cnllegc of Domestic Econnm? S 64
New appointments to staff (nther than teachers) b " - 189
Nursery Assistants ' i 2 22 i 181
Teachers, after pmlﬂnged illness o o i e 96
Disabled persons (receiving further education) i S 5 99

Total number of adults examined .. s s i 1=ﬂﬁ

SCHOOL MEALS SERVICE

The following is a copy of a return made to the Ministry of Educ
tion regarding the School Meals Services :—

Form 214M.

MINISTRY OF EDUCATIO

SCHOOQOLS MEALS SERVI

(Primary and Secondary Schools, exclu

Special and Direct Grant Grammar School

LOCAL EDUCATION AUTHORITY, Manchester. Return for a day in Octo

1947.

MNoTe.—For instructions, see below.

1. Number of Pupils present in school on the day selected for the return (inclu

children attending schools where no provision is made).

E

Day
Pupils Boarders T
A. In Primary Schools (excluding Hurser\r Schools. 66,446 — 66,4
B. In Secondary Schools ok -. 18229 =
Total A and B e e . .o 84,675 —
C. In Nursery Schools i o A v 209 =
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During the next twelve months it is hoped to supply hygienic storage
abinets to a number of schools.
The:re is an ever-growing need for a large centrally placed and well-
‘ﬂ:ed building, which could be used for training teachers durmg
y and where leaders can be trained to take charge of the work in
ubs and centres. Many of the men and women who have returned
om the Forces, where they have been accustomed to an active life,
ould welcome a place where they could find facilities for their own
aysical activities as well as further training in their own teaching
ork. Many men and women engaged in industry or commerce
d welcome a chance of attending classes in a well—cqulpped

'_;:... sium, The basement gymnasium at Lowér Mosley Street is too
dark and badly ventilated to make it attractive.

| g the there has been a considerable increase in the number

f 'buses to convey children to and from swimming baths and
ying fields. As a result many more children are getting the benefit

plaving games in open spaces on the outskirts of the City, and

pimming activities are returning to schools that have previously been

o distant from the available swimming baths.

T are now two playing fields equipped with pavilions and
wering facilities.

The six groundsmen eﬂé)pmnted are doing sound work and the fields
der their care are already showing the result of their labours.

The organising staff is unfortunately depleted at a time when much
ditional work is needed.

This shortage of staff is serious at a time when supervision of the
itk and more training courses are specially needed.

|

¥sicAL EpucaTionN IN THE ScHoOLS

hysical Education during the war years received a severe set-back,
2 mainly to shortage of staff and lack of material. The work is still
up to the standard desired in some schools but, generally speaking,
mproving. By the continual visits to schools by the Organisers
 the attendance of teachers at courses every effort is being made to
in ground lost during the war period.

er courses for the further training of teachers have been
med this year. The aims of the courses are to enable the teachers
keep in close touch with the latest develupments of the sub]ect and

give upportumnr for personal practice in the various activities to
e the standard of teaching.

, ee training courses have been held in Manchester during the
as follows :—

Type of Number For whom
Course Attending held
English Folk Dance 36 Women
. Teachers
Modern Educational 20 Women and
Dance Men
Physical Training 36 Men
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The men who attended the courses were mainly from Eme
Training Colleges. They have already proved the value of th
training courses by their improved standard of work in the schools.

MancHESTER PRIMARY GYMNASIUM

In the last annual report it was stated that three Manchester Primary
Gymnasia had been supplied to schools. Research has continued :
improvements have been made. The apparatus is serving a very useful
purpose in those schools to which it has been supplied and there has
been a noticeable improvement in the posture of the children. In the
schools using the apparatus, the whole scope of the work has altered
and the response of the children and their whole outlook in g ASTiC
work has changed. There seems no doubt that the provision of .j
apparatus will make a wvaluable contribution to gymnastic wor
throughout the schools. N |

Visitors from various parts of the country have been to see thi
equipment in use and have come from districts as widely sepatat:ed )
Bristol and Carlisle ; several other authorities have purchased sets ¢
apparatus.

Demonstrations have been given to Organisers from various areas
Twenty-five Organisers and Inspectors saw a demonstration at th
Earlcw Hall School. Forty Training College Lecturers and Organiserni
attended a demonstration at Bank Meadow. Thirty Teachers & ,_f‘ ‘
Organisers from Cheshire watched a demonstration at Wheler S !

Two lecture demonstrations were given by the Committee’s Or
isers to audiences of members of the Educational Development As:
ciation.

e B

DaAncinG 1N THE PARKS

Children from Manchester schools this year gave displays of
Dancing in four of the City’s parks as follows :—

No. of School No. of Children "I s
Park Departments taking part N
Platt Fields Lo g Tt R e 868 |
Debdale Park : 7 .. 14 544
Boggart Hole Clough 2 Rk 454
Wythenshawe Park i3 - | 712
Totals 4o - i L 2,578

Each child was suitably attired in costume. The -.+n'}_
the different dances and the excellent performance bz ile
together with the colourful dresses made a spectacle, which wa.s T
appreciated by the large audiences of parents and general publ
Credit is due to the teachers, assistant organisers for their training
the children, and the parents for their co-operation. |

Each child taking part was given light refreshment.

Thanks are due to the Director of Parks and his staff for the exr: it
ground arrangements, and to the Transport Department for thil/,
help. B &N
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JymnasTic CLuss

The Gymnastic clubs are allied to the training courses for teachers
nd are of value where youth clubs are concerned. The clubs were
tarted in 1941, when a small group of girls, leaving school, were
ncouraged to join a class. This was held once a week under the
uidance of an assistant organiser of physical education, in order to
ontinue the gymnastic training given in the senior schools. There
re now three such clubs, one of which has sub-divided into senior and
mior sections. One girl, who joined the original club, has trained
a teacher, gained an advanced certificate and now is specialising in
1e of the secondary schools in Manchester.

ASIA

Efforts to make partial improvements in the facilities to extend the
ope of the work for older children has resulted in the provision of
imbing apparatus in two schools. Mats, too, have been supplied,
ut the problem of keeping them repaired has become increasingly
fhicult. It has been the practice in the past to send them to Henshaw’s
stitute for repairs, but they cannot undertake further repairs for two
gars. It is suggested that a partially disabled ex-serviceman with the
cessary ﬂfbi]it}' might be appointed to visit schools and repair the
ats on the ’

| In general the supply of equipment is improving slowly, but the
ply of footballs is inadequate. It is impossible to keep the schools
ly supplied, and in some cases two schools are having to share a
"

In order to give some idea of the increases in prices, a vaulting box
hich cost £4 19s. 6d. in 1938 now costs more than £20.

/IMMING AND LIFE SAVING

Swimming continues to be a popular and important section of the
ysical education scheme.
Eleven Corporation swimming baths were used for instructional

rposes during the year. The Committee's bath at Styal Cottage
mes was in use each week during the period May to October.
Imming instruction was given by two swimming teachers on three
nings week.

[he scheme of transporting 300 children from four of the Wythen-
e schools to the nearest bath available to them continued during
year. They were given instruction by the specialist swimming staff.
ll, some 1,570 children from 26 schools in various parts of the City
e been able to have swimming instruction through the provision of
sport. Further facilities will be available for children in South
ichester, when the Withington Bath reopens on the 1st May, 1948,

t a closure of 10 years.

IMING—STATISTICS

ing the year 285,347 visits were paid by Manchester school

dren for instruction in swimming, and 27,400 children were given
ruction in land drill.
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Th:_e:1 Annual Tests were held in July when the following awards we ﬂ
gained :— -

Boys Giﬂs p i
25 yards .. % .. 2,156 25 yards .. - -5 1,184 .
100y s e R 50 yards L R R S
200 yards .. LE LA TR 100 yards .. A .. 286
500 yards .. AT 1% o 200 yards .. ix o 4100 R
Medallion of Merit. . i 42 Medallion of Merit e i1 - )

3,789 2,132 W
—— It
Total Awards = 5,921 |
: : : ; 3 : : B N
Awards in the Royal Life Saving Society’s Examinations :— 5
: Boys Girls !
Elementary Certificate » o .. 182 45 N B
Intermediate . . i i e W L 45 N B
Bronze Medallion .. i i .. 144 25 N &
Bar to Medallion .. b 5 il 8 b
Instructors’ Certificates .. oy 258 il 4 b
509 127 B

Total awards .. s .. G636 I

Instruction in swimming was given to the students of the Didsbur
Training College who paid 1,142 visits to the Victoria Baths and v
instructed by a member of the Committee’s swimming staff. Sor
students took the Royal Life Saving Society’s examinations and gaine
the following awards:—

Elementary Certificates .. b & LA 38
Intermediate Certificates b E: B 3
Bronze Medallion o ¥ 5 et 1) N Y
Instructor’s Certificate .. o i Al ..
s  al
Total awards o i = o i ald { -

Hunprep ofF SALForD COMPETITIONS |

The Hundred of Salford Competitions were held on the 17th arjy
18th of November when 62 boys and 33 girls from Manchester schoof
took part. The standard was higher than it has been since 193
Sixteen boys and eight girls were successful and were awarded ¢
Society’s badge.

Orcanisep GamEes anD PLaving FieLps

Groundsmen have been appointed to several of the playing fiel
and much work has been done to improve the fields under their cai
The pitches were in a very bad state owing to lack of attention and
the removal of the railings. §

The damage reported at the Minehead Avenue field on previo
occasions has been arrested since the groundsman took up duty, a
the field is in a much improved condition. The Chorlton High
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eld has also improved. The Harpurhey High School field is still in a
soor state, and the lm:'.ur:kf."g.r pitch which was used as a balloon barrage
it durmg the war is still out of action. As a result the girls are not
o the games they need.

'Ihere is an urgent need for mowing machines and general imple-
nents for use on the grounds together with fertilisers to feed the
mpoverished turf.

n.rﬁ the year, 136 school departments took organised games on the
laying fields, parks or crofts during school hours.
There is a shortage of playing space in the City. Many schools in

e North are de&wed {IF games on open spaces. Heaton Park, which

s so valuable before the war, could help to solve many pmblems of
schools

'RANSPORT

Each week 2,106 children from 24 school departments have been
aken by bus to the playing fields ; 13 of the departments were from
ry difficult districts where the children have little or no chance of
layi ass in the open air. The children from St. Mark’s
' Dﬂi Holland Street, Miles Platting, are taken each week to the
“horlton High School playing fields where the pitches are good. These
hildren are now enjoying the benefits of a weekly period of games
nder ideal conditions. Before leaving the field each child has a hot
'. The Headmaster of the School wrote the following letter to the
Drganiser a few weeks after the scheme was started :—

“ Neither you nor I can really appreciate what it means for these
. children to be transported from their playing area adjmmng the
| chemical works, overshadowed by the gas works, to spacious fields
and first-class dressing accommodation.”

sical. EbpucaTioN RaLry

e sixth Annual Rally for Girls was held in the Town Hall on
larch 26th when 120 girls from 15 clubs enjoyed a varied programme
.vaultmg, agilities, recreative physical training and National Dancing.

IXING
-?'- oxing continues to take an important place in the e.vening activities :
ring the year 227 boys from various clubs took part in four area

aments leading up to the finals which were held at Belle Vue.
ltogether there were 158 contests and £52 was sent to * Aid to China ”

RLS’ (GAMES .

¢ The girls have had a successful season. Netball, Rounders and
¢kennis Rallies have been arranged and the number of girls taking part
0 E ese various activities is steadily increasing.

AY LEADERS IN THE Parks—Summer HoLipay, 1947

e provision of play leaders and apparatus for games and transport
the parks proved so beneficial when it was introduced two years ago,
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that it was decided to repeat the facilities during the long summer
holiday last year. With the excellent weather conditions it certain .'._
proved a boon to the children who would otherwise have been con:
demned to play in the hot, stuffy streets instead of enjoying the cleat
sunshine, cooler air and grass afforded by the parks.

Transport was provided at two centres, Cavendish and Geo ::i}". \
Leigh Street schools at 9-45 a.m. and 1-45 p.m. each day to take child -,-f:__ :
to the parks and at 11-45 a.m. and 3-45 p.m., to return them to theirjs
mid-day dinner and their homes. School attendance officers accom-gik
panied each bus to ensure safe travelling.

Play Leaders were appointed to each of the parks chosen, Platt Field
and Debdale Park. Their work was to help the children in theis
activities, to supervise those who wished to be free to follow their own
pursuits, and to organise games when these were desired. Suitablefl
apparatus was available in the parks. -f :

Members of the physical education staff also paid daily visits tof.
each of the parks to help the play leaders and to give advice and to
observe the types of activities desired by the various children. \

The scheme was an unqualified success and some 11,703 children
took advantage of the opportunities afforded. ]

P

MEN TEACHERS’' PHYSICAL TRAINING ASSOCIATION 5?:

Report by Secretary—E. L. THOMAS

The Association commenced its 20th season in September, 1946, "
up to the end of the season in April, 1947, 25 meetings were held it Thr
the Y.M.C.A. gymnasium. The TﬂEmbEtShlp has steadily increased@iy:
with 56 men attending. The pre-war practice of inviting Organise ;
from other authorities to visit us has been extended and the member§ii
appreciate to the full this unique opportunity of observing and makingn
use of the technique of some of the finest teachers of Physical Educatic lir
in the country. The ultimate effect of this on the class and mdmd 2
child is obvious. The Association continues to extend its activitiess |
and is flourishing more than ever before. iy

1.! mpm
WOMEN TEACHERS' PHYSICAL TRAINING ASSOCIATIONE"

Report by Secretary—Miss B. MANN . fin
The Women Teachers’ Association has met each Wednesday ever
ing at the Central High School from September to March. Durinjl
the season there has been a full, varied and interesting programi
including gymnastics, dancing, recreative physical training, swimmin
and land drill. Apart from the meetings on Wednesday evenmgs
Association have Hockey, Tennis, Rounders and Netball clubs.

It has been a pleasure to have so many new members this year &
the Committee welcome teachers straight from college who can g !
much valuable knowledge to use in their Physical Training I&ssu
well as improve their own performance.
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MANCHESTER SCHOOLS' ATHLETIC FEDERATION

ATHLETIC SECTION
Report by Secretary—Mr. H. FowLEr

| The 49th Annual Sports were held at Belle Vue on Wednesday,
y 16th, 1947. Approximately 6,000 children entered for the in-
lividual events and 200 teams for the team events. In spite of very
insuitable weather the sports were once again carried through to a
successful conclusion.

| The Sixth Annual Championship Sports were held at the Man-
thester Athletic Club Ground on Saturday, May 3rd, 1947. Thirty-six
ichools sent full representative teams.

" From the winners at these sports a combined team of boys and girls
as selected to represent Manchester in the Lancashire Schools Sports
vhich were held at Warrington. Twenty of these competitors were
elected to represent their County in the English Sports held at Hull
n Saturday, July 19th, 1947.

'OOTBALL SECTION
Report by Secretary—Mr. J. H. Davies

Season 1947-48 has been a record in the history of the Schools’
ootball Association, for nearly 140 schools have affiliated. Ower
000 boys were provided with organised competitive football, under
e voluntary supervision of 200 masters.

| The organisation is the largest of its kind in the country and its
rogramme compares most favourably with any in the kingdom. Its
nembers are keen and the standards of sportsmanship and play are in
eeping with the high traditions ; the motives are honest and the
cheme is carried out enthusiastically with the sound purpose of the
pelfare of the boys constantly in mind. This season, for the first
ime, a new award has been put up for competition, ‘“ The Wilfred
layes Memorial Shield,”” which is the Association’s premier award.
Jur urgent need is for the provision of additional playing fields as well
s improvement in the condition of some of those now available to us.
xpansion of playing fields is perhaps remote but improvement of
Kisting pitches will help considerably in the successful completion of

ur future developments.

'During Easter, 1948, the boys’ team is making a London Tour,
aying against West Ham and Hendon Boys. Invitations have also
gen received from other London Associations. Next season the
f ester Association will celebrate its Diamond Jubilee and plans
ir the marking of this great occasion are now in hand.

ETBALL SECTION
Report by Mrs. A. WATLING

The winter of 1946-47 was so severe that much of the programme
d to be cancelled.
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The ﬁnals were postponed until after the Easter holiday when the
senior irophy was won by St. Joseph’s, the intermediate by Spurley
Hey, anl:l the junior by Sharston.

Twenty schools have entered the Junior Section (under 12), thirty
four the Intermediate (under 14) and seven the Central Schools Com

etition.
s The Lancashire Competition is once more fully established, twent
towns having entered the League which is divided into four areas tg
facilitate travelling.

Schools have been fully equipped as far as balls, posts and court:
are concerned. There is, however, difficulty in supplying uniform:
owing to the lack of coupons.

MancHesTER ScHoOLs FoLk DANcE FesTivaL
Report by Secretary—Miss G. E. M. Stevens

The winter of 1947 was a memorable one, and at one point the
Secretary wondered if a Festival would be possible. It is therefore
remarkable to note that not one team cancelled. Eleven Junio
Teams danced, and eleven Senior, and we were delighted to welcom
back to our ranks an all boys’ team who gave us sword dancing onc
again. It was very gratifying, too, to note that only two of the Junio|
Teams were not mixed teams. One recalls in the early days of o
Festivals appeals being made for boy dancers.

In November, 1947, we revived the holding of an afternoon of dam:
this year on an area basis. St. Mary’s Road Central, Yew Tree Centralil
and Greenheys Primary schools were used as centres and as a resull
535 children had a happy afternoon of dancing ; 385 were junior ¢
150 senior children.

CriCKET SECTION :
Secretary—Mr. A. UNDERWOOD :

Last season we had 116 teams competing in the Junior, Intermediate
Main and Senior Competitions. The standard of play generall
showed an improvement over the previous season. The better th
wicket the better the play. We would urge the Parks Committee t
raise the standard of the cricket pitches in the Manchester parks.

The Junior Trophy was won by Old Moat ]umur the Main Troph
by Wheler Street Senior, and the Senior Trophy by Didsbury Centra

Two boys from the Cll’}" Team were selected to represent the Lar
cashire County in their matches against Yorkshire and London. |

There was an increased interest shown by the general public -
summing up, we can say that the season 1947 was a successful an
enjoyable one.

SWIMMING SECTION . %
Report by Secretary—Mr. G. H. WiLLiams

The 1947 season had an unfortunate start in that it was the firs
season after a lapse due to the war. Not all the baths were open ar
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