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BOROUGH OF NUNEATON.

HearTu DIET'A.HTMH!‘;T’
MNEWDEGATE P].Al.‘l-;=

NUREATON,

April, 19Z1.

To the Chairman & Members of the Health Committee
of the Borough of Nuneaton,

GENTLEMEN,

I present herewith my Annual Report on the health and
sanitary conditions of the Borough for the year 1920, this being
my second report az vour Medieal Officer of Health.

The year 1920 has seen considerable enlargement of the scopo
of your Infant Welfare depariment, including the erection of the
new Infant Welfare Centre in f:utﬂn Road. Without doubt, in an
industrial area such as thiz the question of infant mortality is one
which should receive the greatest attention. In the l:m]:l.' of my
report I have dealt with this subjeet in detail.

Another question which has occupied much time and con-
sigderation has been the provision of accommodation at the Fever
Hospital for the isolation and treatment of Diphtheria.

At the present time it is impossible to treat more than one
infections disease at one time at the Hospital, and it is a matter
of great regret to me that the Council has not yet seen fit to
provide the necessary additional accommodation,

As T write, the Corporation Bill for the provision of a
further water supply is before the House of Commons Committee,
ana it is hoped that it will receive the canction of Parliament.

Steps are also being taken towards the improvement of our
Bewage Disposal works, and if the additions are carried out on
the lines proposed by your Borough Surveyvor 1 am convineced
that the efficiency of the works will be very materially inereased
and the effluent into the River Anker be of satisfactory quality.

In the body of my report, under the heading of * Vital
Statisties,” I deal in detail with our wvital statisties for the year
1920, compared with previous years since 1899, and with the
ecrresponding rates for other towns. It will be seen from these
figures that for an industrial area our record is most satisfactory
and will bear comparison with that of any other similar town with

which I am aoqumnted
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The members of the Sanitary Stafi have worked well and
loyally throughout the year and have not hesitated to undertake
mueh additional work, in the way of special reports, which I have
roguived from them.

My thanks are due, for much help in the compilation of this
veport, to the Borough Burveyor, Mr, R. C. Moon, and to the
Inspectors of Nuisances, Mr. G. W. Andrew and Mr. R. H. Mather.

Mr. Moon is responsible for all the figuves dealing with water
supply and sewage disposal, while much of the detailed information
in connection with sanitary matters has been supplied to me by
th2 Inspectors of Nuisances.

I have endeavoured during the year to draw the atlention of
the Health Committee to many matters in conneetion with the
saepitary administration of the town, which should receive their
special attention, and I am grateful to the Committee for their

encouragement in dealing with varicus unsatisfactory sanitary
corditions in the town.

1 would draw the attention of the Commitiee to the fact that
hewever much we may do in the way of improving the general
sanitation of the town, much still remains to be done through
th: education of the people as to the methods of healthy living.

One eannot too frequently urge the importance of such matiers
a2 care of the teeth of both adults and children, the doctirine of
fresh air and the open window, improvements in the present-day
dietary of the working-class, and particularly in the most nutritious
methods of cooking, knowledge as to the diet and upbringing of

infants, and instruction in the early symptom of diseases such as
eancer and tuberculosis.

The Members of the Health Commitiee, who manth by maon'h
are brought personally in toueh with these matters, ean thus m
their everyday life act as apostles of the doctrine of health, They
will find that they probably, as laymen, will receive much more
attention from the average man in the street than those of us who
by profession ares engaged in this work.

Finally, I would urge the Committee, in their deliberations
as to improvements in the sanitary conditions of the Borough,
and the provision of medical needs, to give the factor of liumen
life its dvue weight in the seales of justice when set against the
undoubted necessity for munieipal economy.

[ am, Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,
Your chedient servant,

A. MIDDLETON HEWAT,

Medical Officer of Health
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SUMMARY OF VITAL STATISTICS FOR
1920.

[ give below the important Vital Statisiics for the Borough
for the vyear 1920, compared with those of 1919, and with the
average figures for the 148 towns in England having populations
of between 20,000 and 50,000.

These latter figures enable us to compare the health statistics
of Nuneaton with other towns of a similar size, and it 1= satis
factory that w2 are considerably below the average as regards
death-rate (9.6, compared with 11.3) and above the average as
regards birth-rate (29.5, compared with 24.9). [_]ll‘l}ltll"ﬂt{].:t we
show up somewhat badly regarding the infantile death-rale, having
a rate of 83 per 1,000 births, compared with the average rate of
80. This indicates that inereasing attention must be paid to this
nnportant side of public health work.

Nuneaton. 148 Towns.
1919 1920 1920
Estimated population to middle
of the year ......cooovveeceenne.. 41,146 41,128  20,000/50,000
Birth-rate e L L ie 2.9
Death-rate 109 ... 96 AL [ iR
Infantile Mortality (per 1,000
births) A 92 S e 80
Death-rate frnm IJl!LilhﬁEL .I'i'llll.'i
Enteritis, under 2 years (per
L0 nrtha). e 64 ... 7.6 BT
Influenza Death-rate 06T ... 924 ... B2
Diphtheria Death-rate ............ 0:02 ... 0O0F ... ®BI14
Scarlet Fever Death-rate ....... 0.00 ... 000 .. 003
Measles Death-rate ........ it 1 ot £~ 1 1 1~ 0.19
Wheoping Cough Death- mte 0.20 ... 000 0.10
Zymotic Death-rate ............... 0Z6 ... 031 \nt availabla
Death-rate for Pulmonary
Tuberculosis 083 ... 062 % 5
Death-rate from ntimr
Tubercular Diseases .......... 022 ... 026 |, o
Respiratory Death-rate
(excluding Tubereulosis) ...... 280 ... LT . "
Cancer Death-rate ................ 614710 BRI 1 7 -
Rateable Walme .......:iocoiivinionis £‘15T 478

With the one exception quoted above, namely the Infantile
Mortality, the rates for Nuneaton are better than those fur the
average of the 148 towns.

As this is essentially a working-class town, and as the 148
tewns include among them many residential resorts, such as
Leamington, Bearborough, Buxton, ete., our figures are an even
grealer source of satisfaction than if ihm were compared merely
with other working-class towns
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VITAL STATISTICS,

POPULATION.

In April, 1911, the Census Return showed the population of
the Borough to be 37,075, The population estimated for the
middle of 1919 by the legistrar-General is 41,074, but as we
know loeally that 41,128 persons were in possession of food
tickets in June, 1920, this is the minimum figure we can accept
as our population, and I have accordingly based c||I! ouir vital
statisties on thiz population of 41,128.

DETAILS OF ESTIMATED POPULATION,.

I estimate the population of the various Wards in the Borough
for the middle of 1920 to be as follows : —

Area in Estimated Percons

Ward acres, population.,  per acre

o Miekolag . 3497.8 ... 9580 ... 2.7
2 T L - BT e e 929.2 8852 ... 9.5
Stockingford 213150 ... 10254 .. 48
Chilvers Coton . ......coveevess 4056.4 ... 12442 ... 306

The natuval increase of population in the Borough for the
Year 1920 was 846, compared with 503 in 1919, Allowing five
persons per house, this means the lJt:}]I]lil!iHn af 169 houses.

OCCUPATIONS.

Coal mining certainly comes first in the list of Nuneaton’s
industries, since it employs the great majority of the male popula-
tion. 1t is upon this easily available supply of coal that the
rest of Nuneaton's industries are to a large extent based.

Agriculture is represented by some 68 farms, and finds
employment for a large number of persons; the railways, particu-

larly the LLN.W., find employment for a large number of men.

The textile industries of Nuneaton include weaving—ribbon
weaving, plush weaving, pile, tapesiry, sealskins, mohair, velvet,
upholstered cloths, silk goods, moireties, tartans, and satins;
weisted spinning and the manufacture of hosiery and women's
wear ; ready-made clothing ; elastic and general webbing, inelud-
ing all manner of articles manufactured from woven vubber, and
weven helts of all deseriptions ; knitted hosiery and caps

Besides the textile industries there are numerous other manu-
feetures, ineluding—hats; sporls requisites ; needles; machinery,
¢speeially conl heading and tunnelling machinery, and brick-
aking machinery : box-making, and the manufacture of woodea
hoot-heels. _{:ln- works have recenily been established in the
mwan.

One of the industries occupying a large amount of male labour
is the manufacture of bricks and tiles, an extensive industry in
the town.

Most of the industries named above employ both male and
female labour, and a large amount of female labour is, of course,
employed in eonnection with the textile industries,
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Nuneaton is fortunate in that it possesses such a great variety
of occupations, since in the event of a slump in any one particular
trade the town is not so severely hit financially as are towns
depending on one variely of trade only.

NATURAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF
THE DISTRICT.

The Borough of Nuneaton is situated in the North-Eastern
corner of Warwickshire, 20 miles east of Birmingham, 18 miles
west of Leicester, and 9 miles north of Coventry.

The town is served by both the LN.W. and Midland Rail-
ways; there being four passenger stations in the Borough and a
large number of goods sidings.  In addition, Nuneaton is served
by the Coventry Canal, which links it up with the chief eanal
svstem of England.

The town is ideally situated for home trade, being practically
in the centre of England, and has excellent railway facilities to
all parts of the country, hence it is rapidly developing as an
industrial centre.

The Borough has an area of 10,596 acres, and has a popula-
tion at present of 41,128; there are thus only 3.8 persons per
acre.  This allows plenty of room for future developments, hoth
in the way of factories and houses.

The town lies at, roughly, 267 feet above Ordnance Datum,
ard rises on the north and west to 480 feet above Ordnance Datum.
Geologically the distriet is on ved marl.

There is a service of moter buses in the Borough, and this

will shortly be improved so as to link up the town with the
surrounding distriets.

The inhabitants belong, for the greater part, to the artizan
ard working-elasses.

DEATHS AND DEATH - RATE.

The total number of deaths registered in the district waz 397 ;
16 of these were non-residents and were transferred to other dis-
tricts, while 16 Nuneaton residents died in other districts and have
been added to our number. The nett deaths thus number 397,
giving a death-rate of 96 per 1,000, compared with 10.9 for last
vear, and 11.3 for other towns of a similar size.

Divided inta their respective Wards, they are as follows:—

Ward Malez Females, Total. Death-rate.
8t. Nicholas ............ 6z 48 110 11.4
B MY ..o " | e ) R L
Stoeckingford  ......... o TR L ¢ LI o L 8.9

Chilvers Coton ......... H2 51 103 82

s T — —

208 189 397

et
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Table 3, page 12, gives the causes of death during the year
from which it will be noticed that Influenza was responsible this
year for only 10 deaths, as compared with 27 during 1919. Simi-
larly, Pulmonary Tuberculosis only caused 26 deaths, as against

34 in 1919.

Cancer, however, shows a slight increase, there having been
32 deaths, as compared with 28 in 1919. Circulars of instruction
on this disease continue to be Histributed by the Health Visitors.
Heart Disease accounts for 46 deaths, as compared with 51

in 1919,

The number of deaths from Pneumonia rose from 23 in 1919

to 38 in 1920, and of these 15 oceurred in infants under 1 year
of age.

A large number of deaths included under the heading of
* Other Defined Diseases 7 were caused by old age, no fewer than
8& being persons over 65 vears of age.

I am still of the opinion, expressed in my report for 1919,

that none of the ocecupations exercizse any particularly bad effeet
on the health of those engaged in them.
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14.
TYMOTIC DEATH- RATE,

Thiz death-rate is based on the number of deaths occurring from
th: seven common epidemic diseases, which are:—8mall-pox,
Scarlet Fever, Diphtheria, Typhoid Fever, Measles, Whooping
Cough, and Epidemic Diarrhoea.

The three last-named are not notifiable diseases, so 1t is
impossible to give the case fatality in respect of them.

The number of deaths which oceurred from Zymotic diseascs
during the year was 13, giving a Zymotic Death-rate of 0.31 per
1,000 pc:]:u]uimn compared with 0.26 for the year 1919

I give below the number of notifications received for these
dizeases, the number of deaths, the death-rate, and the case
fatality per cent.

Caze fatality

Disease. Notified. Died. Death-rate. per cent.
Bmall-pox doosiias e AR TSRS ) 0
Bearlet Fever ........c.o0e... 187 0 0 0
Diphtheria  .........c.o0oe.. 43 3 BOT &L 6.9
Typhoid Faver ....c....... 0 0 0 0
Mensles oot Buiimimm, = 1 0.02 ... —
W hooping E'uugh Sy — ] 0 e —
Epidemic Diarrheea ...... — 9 021 ... —

With the exception of the large number of cases of Scarlet
Fever and Diphtheria notified, the record regarding Zymotic
Diseases is good and the mortality very low.

BIRTH - RATE.

The total number of births registered in the Borough during
1920 was 1,220 (638 males, 582 females), compared with 936 in
1919. This gives a Birth-rate of 29.5 per 1,000 population for
1920, compared with 22.7 for 1919 and 24.9 for towns of a similar
size.

Of the 1,220 births 45 were illegitimate.

A high birth-rate is only acceptable to sanitarians if accom-
panied by a low infantile mortality rate. There is little object in
producing a large number of children if a considerable proportion
of them die off before reaching the age of one year. Fortunately
our high birth-rate last year was aceompanied by an infantile
mortality rate lower than has ever been recorded in the Borough,
except that for the year 1916. It is interesting that for the first
complete year after demobilisation our birth-rate should be prac-
tically identical with that for the last year before the war (1913),

when the rate was 29.4. The average rate for the war vears was
24.8, the lowest being 22.0 for the vear 1918.

Table V. shows the number of births in each month during the
year, and the Wards in which they took place.
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TABLE V.

EIRTHS DURING 1920.

WARDS
=t bad 8 | Chilvers | Total,
| Nicholas | Mary’s | 8'ford. | Coton.
M F M F‘\M F M F M F
January 15 19 14 12 13 18 14 12 56 61
Lileg., included in above 1 0 g 1 3 0 0 0
February 7 18 17 7 14 11 11 13 49 49
Tileg. e o = 0 0 1 O 0 0, 1
March 1 15 18 19 12 26 22 80 61
Tileg. % i ] 1 0 I 1 1 0 0 0
April T 8 12 12 15 16 16 12 5 48
[leg. e 2! . 0 0 1 et B (Rl [ 1 5
May 19 9 15 12 15 14 13 17 4 52
Dileg: . PR NS R IR 0 1 |
June | 14 13 12 11 153 10 19 230 Gl Hd
Lileg. o - o 4 3E 3 2 0 o 2 1
July s g 9 14 20 19 13 55 47
Lileg. e o s n 0 U O [ R | O d 0
August \ 11 2 1 11 11 B 13 19 o 41
Tileg. - = L n 0 I 0 0 0 0 0
September 10 10 M ¥ | U1 . 14 11 44 46
Ileg. i 3 k) a0 [ 0 0 [ i B
October B 8 14 14 13 15 15 6 6l 43
Illeg. = o e 0 0 ] 1 g 1 0
November B § 1 10 19 11 o 8 445
Illeg. 5 o i 0 o 00 | 0 1
December g 9 100 15 T 8 8 14 33 46
Tlleg. e 0 1 1 0 i1 0 1
Total Births ... 638 532
Total illegitimates (included in above) ... 26 19

VITAL STATISTICS SINCE (899,

I have prepared in Table VIII. a summary of the vital
statistics of the Borough since 1899 At that time it was an
Urban District, with a population of 22,856, but became a Borough
in 1907. Figures prior to 1899 are not available, and in any
case would be of little use for comparative purposes, as the whole
character of the district has changed more and more towards the
industrial since that date,

Table VIII. gives interesting information as to the improve-
ments in the health of the inhabitants, despite the increase of
ir.dustrialism. As an example, the death-rate has fallen from 15.2
in 1899 to 9.5 in 1920, a decrease of approximately 35 per cent. in
20 years. The birth-rate has fallen from 36.5 to 29.5, approxi-
mately 20 per cent., while the infantile mortality has fallen from
165 to 83, approximately 50 per cent. in the 20 years, so that
despite the lowered birth-rate, a larger number of children now
actually survive beyond 1 yéar of age, which, after all, is what is
really required.
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1f the death-rates of 1899 had persisted nuiil 1920 no less
than 231 additional persons would have died in the Borough during
the vear, while the number of our infantile deaths would have
been imereased by 100.

When some people are so ready to cry out abeut the expendi-
ture on the Health and Banitary services of the Borough, surely
they should, in fairness, credit these services with the value of the
lives annuaily saved and the amount of sickness prevented ; that is,
of course, if human life has any value at all in comparison with
hard cash!

TABLE VIII.

Infantilc

Birth Death Infantile Mor-
Year. Population. Births, Rate. Deaths. Rate. Deaths. tality
1899 ... 22856 864 36.5 366 15.3 143 165
1200 ... 23086 857 35.8 429 18.5 151 171
1901 ... 25239 943 37.5 362 14.3 126 144
1202 ... 26084 903 34.6 364 13.9 117 131
1903 ... 27188 935 34.8 386 14.2 142 151
1904 ... 28159 1024 36.3 423 15.0 149 144
1905 ... 29709 977 32.8 384 12.7 113 115
1906 ... 32255 1043 32.3 420 13.0 167 160
1907 ... 32580 1026 30.1 377 11.5 138 134
1908 ... 33706 1163 34.5 355 10.5 110 94
1909 ... 36041 1135 al.2 378 10.4 104 91
1910 37267 1200 32.2 375 10.0 117 97

Average 1901 to 1910:—
30822 1034 33.6 382 12.5 129 126

joi1 .. 3yE3l 173 E2 S44F 18 133 - 113

1912 ... 38725 1155 296 438 113 120 103

1513 ... 39636 1166 29.4 467 117 122 104

1914 ... 40091 1200 299 526 13.1 143 119

1915 ... 38652 1055 272 542 14060 123 16
40906 |

0 L : :

1916 ... 3je00) 1008 246 4% 15 79 78
42004]  gem

1917 ... 37651{ 9 22.8 440 116 92 96
40817 |

1018 .. Lo 891 320 602 165 90 00
41146 \

1019 .. Toaoh c 936 227 484 109 &6 - 6o

1920 ... 41128 1220 295 397 9.6 - 102 83

Average 1911 to 1920 : —
38697 1076 26.8 472 12.2 109 100

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

The total number of cases of Infectious Disease notified during
the year was 433, to wHich Scarlet Fever contributed 187.

The notifications are analysed according to age and Ward in
Table II., while the graph after page 18 shows the weekly
iacidence of Scarlet Fever, Diphtheria, and Pneumonia.

Scarlet Fever was prevalent in the Borough throughout the
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Vear, but fortunately the cases were fairly evenly distributed in
point of time, so thav the accommodalion at the lsolation liospital,
ulthough severely taxed once or twice, was always able to meet the
deaands made upon it. In no case where removal to hospital
wus desirable weie we unable to find accommodalion,

The Bearlet Fever outbreak seemed to settle in different dis-
tricts of the town from time to time, and in two instances appeared
to be definitely connected with Public Elementary Schools. In
these cases thorough examination was made ot all the schiolars in
an endeavour to find mild uniecognised cases of the disease which
might be acting as foci of mfection. The result of these measures
was almost immediately successful in  both instances, and the
disease cleared up so far as those schools were concerned.

At the time of writing (April, 192i) I am able to state that
the disease has, for the time at any rate, ceased to exist in the
Borough, there having been no notifications for several weeks.

Throughout the outbreak the character of the disease was very
mild, as is evidenced by the fact that no deaths ocenrred, but this
very ‘mildness undoubtedly contributed to the difficulty of dealing
with the disease, as many cases were so little affected that no
doctor was called in, and the children, after perhaps two days in
the house with a “ sore throat,"” were sent kack to school.

It was not found necessary to close any schools on account
of this disease.

Diphtheria existed in the Borough throughout the vear, 435
cases being notified, while 3 deaths were attributed to this eause,
In nearly every case the diagnosis was confirmed by bacteriological
examination.

There is at present no isolation hospital accommodation pro-
vided for this disease, and I deal with this matter more fully under
the heading of “ Isolation Hospital Accommodation,” page 20.

The caces throughout the year were sporadic in origin, thero
being no real focal outbreak and no part of the town specially
affected.

The majority of the cases were mild, and the infeetivity
apparently somewhat low. The contacts of school age of all
casee were swabbed and declared free from infeetion before being
allowed to return to school.

Apart from Secaile! Fever and Diphtheria there was compara-
uvdly little infectious disease in the town. A few cases of
Measles, Chicken-pox, and Whooping Cough oceurred, hut nothing
in the nature of a serious outbreak. After the first month or two
of the vear measles were practically non-existent.

No case of Typhoid Fever was notified during the year.

Cases of the non-notifiable infectious diseases (e.g., Measles,
Mumps, ete.) are notified to me by the Head Tachers of ihe
Schools, and thus the Health Department is enabled to keep iv
touch with these diseases in the Borough.

ﬂlxt}'-ﬁve cases of Pneumcenia were notified during the year,
thn majority being during the months of March and April, when. as
will be seen from the chart after page 18, this disease was prevalen’.
Medieal men ars, without douht, nntxi‘f,rmg pneumnnm more readily
than formerly, particularly when i% occurs in children under five,
fur whom the services of the Health Visitors are available.
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MEDICAL PROVISIONS AND HOSPITALG.

These are exactly as fully detailed in my report for 1919, with
the exception that the number of doctors now in general practice
i1 the Borough is 13, compared with 12 last year. In addition
thrge other doctors live in the Borough, but are not in general
practice.

SANITARY ADMINISTRATION.
STAFF.

As wiil be seen from page 4, the sanitary staff of the town
consisted, in 1920, of one whole-time Medical Officer of Health,
whe is also School Medical Officer, two part-time Medical Officers
for Maternity and Child Wellare, two Banitary Inspeclors. three
Health Visitors, and two clerks. The clerks are joint between
the Health and School Medical Departments. In addition, two
School Nurses are employed by the Education Committee.

One or other of the Inspectors of Nuisances acts also as
Inspector of Canal Boats, Meat and Food Inspector, Inspeclor
under the Factory Acts, lnspector under the Petroleum Aet,
Inspector under the SBhops Act, and Collector of Market Tolls. In
addition, they perform all the inspections under the Housing

Acts, and the Chief Inspector deals with all applications for
Corporation houses.

It will be clear that in a town of this size, with these added
duties, it is impossible for two inspectors to carry out the sanitary
‘and housing inspections as thoroughly as iz desirable, although
by hard work they have accomplished much during the vear. When
times become more normal one of the first matters to receive the
consideration of the Health Committee must be the appointment of
an additional Inspector ot Nuisances.

ISOLATION HOSPITAL.

A full deseription of the Borough Isolation Hospital was
given in my report for 1919.

The Hospital Staff consists of the Medical Officer of Health,
who has both administrative and eclinieal charge of the Hospital ;
the Matron, a Sister, Staff Nurse, and two Probationers, with one
male attendant, and the necessary domestic staff.

Didring 1920, 150 cases of Scarlet Fever were treated in the
Hespital, and all made good recoveries, there being no deaths.

Several of the cases were complicated by the following : —

(a) Otitis Media.
(b) Enlarged Cervical Glands,
(¢c) Nephritis.

With the exception of two cases in which the parents requested

the return of the child home before treatment was concluded, all

cases with complications were kept in hospital until the complica-
tions had entirely cleared up.
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The Hospital was kept extremely busy througheut the yeaf,
the maximum being reached in October, when 34 patients were in
the Hospital at one time, although theoretically the accommodation
is only for 22. The average length of stay in'hospital was 48 days.

Much ciedit is due to the Matron and her staff for carrying
on =0 successiully throughout the year, despite the difficnlties of
cbtaining suitable nurses and domestics.

As stated in my report for 1919, the hospital consists of 22
beds for Scarlet Fever, but no accommaodation for any other infec-
tions disease.

During the year 1920 the Council has had under consideratiion
the provision of an additional block for diphtheria or other preva.
lent infections disease, and it would be as well to ouiline the
various steps taken in the matter,

1. In January, 1920, the Health Committee considered this
matter and instructed the Medical Officer of Health and the
Borough Buarveyor to prepare a scheme for providing 20 beds for
diphtheria, or other infections disease.

2. In March, 1920, the Health Committeec considered a
scheme for providing such a new block and accommodation for
additional s:aff, at an estimated cost of £7.400, but as it was
found that there was considerable probability of the Corporation’s
Granite Quarry working towards the present site of the Isolation
Hm&piﬁ.:ﬂ this scheme was abandoned and ianstructions given for
the preparation of a scheme of a more lemporary nature.

3. In June, 1920, the Committee considered plans foi a tem-
poerary ervection on the present site, at an eslima‘ed cost of £3,184,
this to include provision for 20 beds and additional staff accom-
modation. This scheme was passed by the Couneil and forwarded
for the approval of the Minisiry of Health, in order that a loan
might he obtained.

4. At th2 request of the Ministry, the Chairman of the Health
Committee, the Beorough Burveyvor, and the Medical Officer of
Health visited the Ministry on November 23rd, when eccrtain
cificials of the Ministry explained that the could not see their way
to recommend the loan for this purpoese. and poinfed out that in
their opinion the first thing to be done at the Isolation Hospitai
wag the provision of a new administrative block, and suggesting
that the present administrative block might be converted to its
criginal use as a ward block.

5. 1In January, 1921, a scheme on these lines, at an estimated
cost of £7,000, was submitted to the Council, but was rejected,
and the Health Committee were directed to consider a smaller
scheme, making use of the existing buildings.

6. In February, 1921, the Committee considered plans and
estimates for the provision of a new block by the conversion of
th> existing engine-house, which is not now used. The total esti-
mated cost was £1.140, making provision for 5 patiente and tho
recessary additional stall. The Committee recommended that this
scheme should be paid for out of revenue. and that no loan should
be asked for. This scheme was adopted by the Counecil .
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7. In March, 1921, the Health Commitiee considered their
estimates for the coming year, and it was resolved that the item
of £1,400 for the provision and maintenance of this new block at
the Isolation Hospital be deleted from the estimates and the
expenditure deferred for 12 months.  This resolution was agreed
tn at the following meeting of the Couneil.

In this connection I append extracts from reports which I
have made to the Council from dime to time during the year on
this matter.

(a) “ The cases of Diphtheria which have occurred have
oecasioned me considerable anxiety, in that we have at present
absolutely no means of isolating these cases and trezting them with
that careful nursing which Diphtheria demands. [ have had
strong protests against this state of affairs from two doctors in the
Borough, and it certainly is a blot on the saniiary reputation of a
town of this size that no such accommodation exists.

“1 think the Committee should earcfully concider the siatis-

tics regarding Diphtheria for the last few yesrs.  They are as
follow : —
Year. No. of Cases., Deaths. D¢ ath-rate,
1912 ... 20 5 25 per cent.
193 .o M T 2O Ly
1914 ... 22 b L R
1916 ... 14 4 L
1806 e 2 ;- e
111 b - TR 1l el
P8 o BE cas A1 20
i ;1)1 ST | (NS | B e Ga
For 8 years...198 41 20 per cent.

e — e

* These figures show that Diphtheria iz no stranger to this
town, and oniy good luck in the past has saved us from a serious
epidemic such as most Midiand towns have had in recent vears.
The year 1918, with 62 cases, ﬁllr::-]_g.-‘ points ite own moral, and the
fact that out of every five cases one died is sufficiently serious,
especially as Diphtheria, if diagnosed early, given anti-‘oxin and
properly nureed, need cause a mortality certainly not exeeeding
S per cent., instead of 20 per cent In Derby, where I was
Assistant Medical Officer of Health. and where Diphtheria is
treated in the Isolation Hospital, we had in two years (1908 and
1909) 1,323 cases of Diphtheria, with a case mortality of only
9.5 per cent. If such an epidemic oceurred in Nuneaton it would
1epresent proportionately 441 cases in two vears, and, with our
present case moriality, 88 deaths.

"1 have dealt with this question in some detail because T
believe it is one of the most important matters in the sanitary
administration of the town, and I should not be doing my duty if
I did no call the attention of the Committee 4o it.

(b) * Diphtheria, it will be noticed, still continnes to remind
us of its presence, and of the possibility of a serious enthreak of
fhis disease. Apart altogether from the necessity for the isolation
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of such cases in order to prevent the spread of infection, it s
absolutely essential that hospital treatment should be provided for
this diseagse. Tt is, in my opinion, and in the opinion of many
doctors in the town, quite impossible to provide in the average
working-class home that careful nursing and care which is so
essential in the treatment of this disease. It is often impossible
to get the mother to realise the danger of allowing a child to sit
up in bed or to get out of bed during the first week or two of the
discase, when, to all outward appearance the child may, afler the
first two or three days, appear practically well. The risk of
lr!arul}'sis., heart r:mnplicu,i.itmﬁ, and even of sudden death is con-
siderable, and can only be guarded against hy efficient hospital
treatment.

“ People in affluent circumstances are able to empley a trained
nurse in their homes to lock after such eases, but in working-class
hemes this is impessible ; hence my very earnest plea to provide
hospital accommodation, even al some expense, for such cases.”

It is most unsatisfactory that, after all the time and trouble
which has been spent on preparing plans and explaining the posi-
tion to the Committee anw the Council, there is no likelihood of
any provision being made for this dizeasze for at least another 12
months. As I said in my report for 1919, the neglect to provide
this accommodation is a serious flaw in the saniiary administra’ion
of the town, and one that ,even despite present financial conditions,
I consider, should be remedied without delay.

WATER SUPPLY,

In my repori for 1919 I dealt with the present means of
obtaining the Borough water supply, namely, from deep wells in
the sandstone overlving the coai measures.

It has Deen realised for some time that the present water
supply was barzly sufficient to deal with the present needs of the
Borough, and certainly insufficient to allow of that expansion
which we reasonable hope will take place.

Atterrpts were made by a ParlTamentary Bill in 1919 to obtain
further wa'er supply from a deep well sunk at Corley, but this
periion of the Bill was defeated.

A Bill is now hefore Parliament whereby it is hoped to obtain
a supply of water, satisfactory both as o quaniily and purity,
from the Leicester Corporation. As T write this Bill is in the
hands of the House of Commons Commitiee. and it is greatly to
b2 hoped that it will have a successful passage. X

- The following table shows the quantity of water consumed,
daily average, and the source of snpply during 1920,
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WATER PUMPED [920.

THOUSAND GALLANS,

e g I 3 | Rainfull l]'il“f Avorago
Whittlo- | Girift 'Elu'l,un | |r
Month | ford i i son's Knd(*Midland | Total inches Consumplicn
Pumping ‘;m]-_ BE | prmping | |
[ Biation | WWEHON |y | Quarry | |
' o f— '
I ]
January .| 19,508 | 3,190 | — 953 | 22,051 | 257 740,355
| | .

February | 17,081 | 2,878 | — 216 | 20,670 | 1-01 738,214
March ... 17,650 | 3146 | 55 200 | 21,300 | 221 637,007
3 I | |
April .| 16,981 | 8238 749 207 | 21,195 | 4nd TG, 500

| |
May .| 18726 | 3101 — e8| 23,004 287 | TIL 419
| |
. ! |
June e 18,235 | 4.5i3 s, 2400 | 23039 | 2403 | TOT, 000
[ | :
[ | = e s
July .. 18962 | s1es | — 977 | 20407 | 294 | 7.2.600
Auguoet l 20,000 | 5,160 294 218 | 25,807 | 1o | 34,419
| | '
HSeptember | 18,428 I D 812 = 241 plrt T 208 S16, i
| | 1
October ...| 19,175 | 4442 = 197 | 28,814 | 145 708 164
November | 18310 | 4081 BT 243 | 22,731 2 57,206
December | 16,672 | 4630 | 1,060 936 | 22,636 | 1GI 730,193
| J
I 5 AL
Torarn ...[220368 | 47,653 J 2 254 2050 (273,250 | 2B U7 748,073
: J

* This supply is not used for domestic purposcs.

The water was analysed on several occasions during the yeas
and was always reported of good guali'y, although havd.

There are still a few private wells in the Borough supplying
individual houses, and these are kept under observaaon.

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.

The Borough is drained on the p.lr‘ll‘l]].‘-r Hi."]'.‘l:lt'l'l.t(" system, and
the sewage gravitates to a Pumping Station in St "I'i:u_'. g Road.
whence it is pumped to the Sewage Works at Hartshill, 2} miles
distant.

I give below a report by the Borough Engineer on the present
working of our sewage system and the need for improvements,
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REPORT BY BOROUGH ENGINEER.
“ The quantity of sewage treated during 1920 was as follows : —

Gallons.
At Hartshill Works .........ccoee.. 414,230,000
Al Bewage Pumping Station ......... 11,400,000
425,630,000

This quantity is 44,800,000 gallons more than in the previous
year.
The rainfall in 1919 was 27.85 inches, and in 1820, 23.19

inches, a decrease of 4.66 inches,

The daily average flow was 1,163,000 gallons, an increase of
122,700 gallons on the daily average of 1919.

Of the quantity treated at Hartshill 374,116,330 wese deali
with by the filiers, and 40,113, 670 gallons were by-passed from the
tanks direct on to the land.

Owing to the continual overworking of the filters, due hoth to
unaveidable delay in extending the filtering area, and also to the
extreme difliculty in MJ'Lunlng Spare parts for the renewals, the
effluent had not been so satisfactory as might have been desired.

The question of extensions to the filtering area has been
dealt with in the Main Drainage Scheme, and spare parts for
renewals have been coming in more easily lately; consequently
ccndilions are steadily improving.

One of the old contact beds (No. 6) has been converted in'o
a pereolating filter, and fitted with a battery of three 54-feet
diameter rotary distributors, and the bed was ready for duty by
tie last week in December.

The relief caused by the regular working of this extra bed
hss been very welecome,

The fine media (4in.) on Filter No. 5 has been washed and
replaced, and this bed 'is now in good order.

The following table gives particulars of the working of the
filters : —

No of Rate pet

Depth 24 hour Thousand sq.vd.
Type of Area in of days gallonz 24 hr. All
No. Distributor. 5. vds. Media. worked. treated. dayzs. days

1. Candy Whittaker

(Cireunlaxy ... 314 Ti.0in. 265 13,833 . 166 120
2. Adams Do, ...... T07 7ft.0in. 275 28,464 146 110
3. Fiddian s - 1000 - 5L G, 172 19348 112 53
4. Ham Baker ... 1000 5fi.6in. 248 32,044 130 85
5. Fiddian caens 1000 S5Ht.Bin. 285 34,345 120 94
6. Do. mono-rail ... 1000 5f.6in. 294 41116 146 112
7. Do. wide-span... 1000  5ft.6in. 299° 45133 150 123
8. 1000 5ft.6in. 261 39,426 150 107
9. Do. mona-rail ... 1000 5fi.Fin. 241 36671 150 100
10. Ames Crosta ... 3000 5f.6in. 258 39.041 151 107
1 R L e e S . 1000  5ft.6Gin, 295 44736 151 132
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The sludge distribu‘ion plant has worked satisfactorily
throughout the year, and about 1,260,000 gallons (or 63,216 tons)
of liguid sewage sludge have hu:l:l deuil. with by this means.

Two hundred and forty loads of dried sludge have been sold
to farmers at 6d. per load, bringing in £6.

SEWAGE PUMPING STATION.
No repairs of any moment have been necessary to the pump-
ing engines during the year, and the whole of the pumping plant
i1s 1 good order.”

CLOSET ACCOMMOCDATION.

The condition of the Borough with regard to Closet Accommo-
dation is shown in the following statement, prepared by the Chief
Irspector of Nuisances:—

Bewers No sewers avail

Paolling Total Available able at present

. District, Ashpits Privies Ashpits Priviez Ashpits Privies
Bt. Nicholas ... . R T e el e L S - R B2
Artleborough: . 46 ... 62 ... 29 . 35 .. AT 2%
Bt, Marys ...... ;- R 1 A | e - R 7o il
ptagianglord. .- ¥ 4SS o B0 B L DS e 3
Galley Common 115 ... 204 .. 1% .. 26 .. 100 .. 173
C. Coton East... L v Tl | R AR LA 2
C. Coton Westt 145 ... 247 ... 46 ... 59 .. 99 .. 18B

494 814 241 376 253 438

— — T P —_— Pt

It will be seen from this statement that in several cases one
aslipit serves more than cne privy, and although there are 376
privies still in the Borough where sewers are available, these only
require the emptying of 241 ashpits.

During the year the following privies were eonverted to water
closets: —

Polling Disiricts. Ashpits. Privies,

Bt Micholas  ..iiioesimionansion
Attleborough

S3t. Muary's

Btockingford
Chilvers Coton East ............
Chilvers Coton West ...........

£ fu =1 LN CR =
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This question of privy conversion has received considerable
nitention from the H:mitnr}' Siaff r!uring the ycar

& |
(] o o I Wl e

A spot map has been prepared showing all privies in the more
populons parts of the Borough, and it is found that in the area
Iving between the Midland Railway Station and Coten Arches and
hetween Queen’s Road School and the London North-Western
Station there are approximately 50 privies

It is most unsatisfactory that any privies at all should exist
in this part of the Borough as they causs considerable nuisance,
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particularly during the summer and at the times when they have

to be emptied, Several complaints of this nature have reached

the Department during the vear, and every effort is being made by

th Sanitary Officials to persuade property owners to make the
'{LE‘%:“}' ﬂﬂﬂ\-—"l'@lﬂns

The Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907, part 3,
Section 39, has noi yet been adopted in the Borough, and no
conversion scheme under this Ae! is at present under consideration.

There are 7,468 water-closets in the Borough.

REFUSE REMOVAL.

This question was fully dealt with in my Report for 1919.

It is Lioped that the gradual conversion to the water carriage
svslem will eventually reduce the amount of night-soil dealt with.

I't is most unsatisfactory to have tips of privy midden refuse
within the Borough, particularly near any populous part.

At December 31st there were in the Borough 7,065 houses
provided with dustbins, and 494 dry ashplaces.

Under the Nuncaton Coerporalion Aet, 1919, it is neccssary for
all diy ashplaces to be done away with and dustbins provided
within five years from the passing of the Aect, and thiz matter is
Leing dealt with as fast as possible by your sanitary officials.

I give below a report by the Rnruugll Enginﬁﬂr on the wnrking
of the Refuse Destructors :-—
REFUSE DESTRUCTOR.

¥ The destructors have worked az follows : —

Days. Hours,

No. 1 Destructor (Heenan) ......... 118 18
No., 2 o (Meldrum) ....... 190 6
319 0

The quan’ity of refuse destioyed was approximated to 8,731
tens, or an average of 27.37 tons per working day.

The No. 3 (Galloway) boiler was used on 45 days 16 hours,
during cleaning out and repairing of destructors.

The gross cost of labour in destroying the refuse has been
£1,795 11s. 8d., or 4s. 14d. per ton.

One hundred and fifty-eight loads of refuse carted to destrue-
tor by traders has been destroyed, for which £7 15s. 3d. was
received.

Extensive repairs have been done to the destructors, and No. 1
furnace has been taken down to the level of the fire bars, re-built
ana strengthened. At the same time it was fitted with an elec-
trically driven fan for supplying air for forced draught, and also
with new air control valves.

This furnace is now in good order and should give little
trouble for some considerable time to come.
‘No. 2 furnace (Meldrum) is now being re-built on the same
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Jines as No. 1, and has been off duty since the first week in
Licember last

SALVAGE.
The following materia.s have been salved from the refuse and
scld : — .
Tons. Cwis. £ s d
63 6 DBaled scrap iin ............ 245 o @
8 134 Light BETAD IDOIL . oivsvsai s 18 & B
T 143 Casl scrap iron ............ o S I |
Total receipts ...... Bi3s 3 &7
TUBERCULOSIS.

Tuberculosis of the lungs accounted for 26 deaths during the
year, equal to a death-rate of .62 per 1,000, compared with .83
for the Year 1919,

Tuberculoszis of other organs caused 11 deaths, giving a death-
rate of .26 per 1,000, compared with .22 for the year 1919; thus
the death-rate from all forms of tuberculosis was .89 per 1,000,
which eannot be looked upon us excessive under present conditions
in an industrial town where a large proportion of the population
is engaged in coal-mining.

Notifications were received for 76 cases of pulmonary tuber-
culosis, comparad with 64 during 1919, and 29 cases of tuber-
culosis of other organs, as ecompared with 16 in 1919.

T am somewhat disturbed at the increased number of nolifiea-
tions of tuberculosis of organs other than the lungs, and also the
inereased death-rate from this cause.

It generally happens that an inerease in tuberculosis of other
organs is accompanied by a corresponding inecrease in the amount
of tubercle infected milk consumed in the area.

During the year the Committee instructed me to have a number
of samples of milk eximined for the prescnce of tubercle baeilli,
but this has been held up pending further legislation on this
subject. It now seems improbable that this further legislation
will materialise in the near future, and I think it will be necessary
for us, despite our present unsatisfactory powers, to ascertain the

condition of our milk supply so far as tubercle bacilli are
concernad,

TREATMENT OF TUBERCULOSIS.

The treatment of tuberculosis is entirely in the hands of the
Ccunty Council, and a Tuberculosis Dispensary is in existence in
Ceton Read, staffed by the Coventry and Warwickshire Joint
Tukerculosis Committee’s Officers, and the County Health Visitors.

De. R. J. Cyriax has been in charge of the Nuneaton Tuber-
culosis Dispensary and has carried out his duties to the great

satisfaction both of the general practitioners in the town and of the
Health Department, ;
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Full co-operation exists between the Health Department and
the Tuberculosis Dispensary, and any information that either
department has required has been freely offered by the other.

Undoubtedly the first essential in our fight against tuberculosis
must be improved housing conditions, and we can only hope that
as our rlousing Scheme progresses the improved accommodation
may be reflected in a fall of the tuberculosis death-rate,

I am indebted to the County Medical Officer for the following
information with regard to visits paid by the County Health
Visitor to tuberculosis cases in the Borough during the year 1920,

TUBERCULOSIS VISITS.

Firgl Visila .. iiiccicnae 94
Be-visita Lot el 4 TEETR
260

The County Medical Officer of Health further informs me
that all *nown cases of tuberculosis in the Borough, both new and
ola, have been visited during th= year.

Amongst the various factors in the tuberculosis scheme which
are still necossary are the following : —

1. The provision by the Eduecation Committee of one or more
Open-Air Schools.

2. Powers for compulsory disinfection of houses oceupied by
consumptives.

This power is being asked for in the Nuneaton Corporalion
Bill, 1921.

3.  Accommodation for hospital treatment of advanced cases of
the disease. Under present arrangements it lies with the
County Council to provide this.

4. The institution of an After-Care Committee.

BACTERIOLOGICAL AIDS TO DIAGNOSIS.

The County Uouncil has made arrangements whereby bacterio-
lcgical specimens teken by medical men in the Borough can be
examined at the DBirmingham Universily Laboratory free of cost
to the patient.

This arrangement has been of great assistance during the
year, and the medieal men in the Borough have thm'uughlu,- availed
themselves of the opportunity of confirming diagnoses in this
manner.

During the year 1920 the following examinations were done
at Birmingham in connection with patients in this Borough : —

Bwabs for diphtheria .............c.ooiiecon.. 135
Sputum for tuberculosls ........cccovvivininnns. 142
Cerebro Spinal Fluid for organisms ...... 3

Woktal o el Srres e, AR

As this compares with a total of 66 in 1919. the

Increase is
somewhat remarkahle,
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VEMEREAL DISEASES.

The treatment of these discases is entirely in the hands of the
County Counecil. S

No Venereal Disease Clinie has been established in the
Borough, but Nuneaton patients have the option of atiending
Clinies at either Birmingham, Coventry, Leamington or Rughy.

One of the most important parts of our campaign against
Venereal Disease consists in the education of the publie, To this
end a branch of the National Council for Combating Venereal
Miscase has been formed in the ]'frm‘uug'h.

A large number of lectures were given at werks and factories
in the Borough to girls by Miss Latham, one of the Organisers of
the N.C.C.V.D.

Lectures were also given under the auspices of thiz Couneil to:

(a) Teachers and women social workers.
(b) The general public (women only).
(c) The general public (both sexes).
Dr. Wolfendale Limih undertook the pos!t of G{ﬁtr{-_ttm fer
the loeal Branch of the Council, and has been most PIH‘E’E{"[H" in
hi: efforts to work up enthusiasm on the subject.

It is hoped that this educationz] campaign may be continued
during the coming year.

NISINFECTION.

The disinfection of houses and rooms after infectious discase
iz curried out by the Banitary Inspectors by means of Formalde-
hvde Vapour. This method has proved to be efficacious with
all zymotic diseases and tuberculosis.

There is a steam disinfector at the Disinfeeting Station in St
Mary’'s Road where articles of clothing, ete., are conveyed for the
purpose of disinfection.

The number of articles disinfected during the year was:—

From the Isclation Hospital ............... 2,219
From the General Hospital ............... 55
From' private HoUHE8 ...c.cseis e 897
From other BOMPEen ... ..t 52

3,223

This total of 3,223 compares with a total of 417 for the year
1919.

]

R'VER POLLUTION.

In my report for 1913 1 gave a description of the various
brooks in the Borough liable to pollution, and the sources of
prilution.

It is regrettable that the Sketchley Brook, which receives the
effluvent from the Hinckley Bewage Works, has been found in 4
bad state several times during the year.
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As I write (April, 1921) this subject is being considered, both
by the County Council and the Nuneaton Borough Council, and
strong representations have been made to the County Medical
Officer of Health for Leicestershire in the matter.

Unless the present state of affairs is rapidly remedied, further
steps under the Rivers Pollution Prevention Act are under con-
templation.

SALE OF FOODS AND DRUGS ACT.:

These Acts are administered in the Borough by the County
Council.

I am indebted to the Chief Inspector under the Acts for the
following summary of work done by him in this Borough during
the year :—

Formal. Informal,

Article Genuine. Adulterated. Genuine. Adulterated Total.
Milk L L 7 22 2 74
Butter - — 13 - 13
Lard SR A - 5 - 5
Besf ]}rlnplug cnia | — — 1 1
Cream AT Y 1 “oem 1
Boiled S“{mts- ...... — — 3 — 5
Egg Fowder ....... — = 1 —_ 1
Custard Powder ... — - 1 e : 3
Beking Powder ... — = 2 - 1
Mait Vinegar ...... — — 2 —_ 2
Wkile Pepper ...... — - 1 — 1
Grcund Ginger ... — - 1 - 1
Liyuorice Powlder — — 2 — 2
Mustard ...... — —- 1 — 1
Citrate of Mngneqa — — 1 - 1
Glycerine ... e —_ 2 ks 2
Camphorated {}l! . — - 2 - 2
Castor 0il ......... _—— _ 4 4

Total ...... 43 i 64 2 116

Prozecutions were instituted against two farmers and one milk
refailer, with regard to the 7 adulterated (formal) samples of milk.
Feur of these samples were taken from one farmer, who was fined
£10 in each case and £5 costs—total £45.

The four samples for which this farmer was prosecuted were
found respectively to contain—10 per cent., 28 per cent., 28 per
cent., and 14 per cent., of added water.

=" These samples were found to contain Yespectively 19 per cent.

and 16 per cent. of added water,

The retailer who was supplied by tks first farmer was
ordered to pa¥ 1s. costs

It is satisfactory that 116 samples were taken in the Borough
during the year, compared with a total of 47 during the year 1919.

There are few departments of Publie Health work that are
more important than the enforcing of a pure and unadulterated
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tood supply, and this is particularly the case in regard to milk. Tt
is. theretore, the more regrettakble that two farmers should have
been found during the year to have added water to their milk to
a1 average extent of about 20 per cent. Possibly the severe
penalties inflicted in these two cases may have a deterrent effect
on others.

FOOD,
MILK SUPPLY.—By far the greater part of the milk used

in the Borough is produced within the Borough boundary, and,
in addition, a large amount of milk produced in the Borough is
exported to Birmingham.

A certain amcunt of milk comes into the Boiough from
Nuneaton Rural Distriet, particularly for the supply of Stocking-
ford.

There are 53 farms with cowsheds and dairies within the
Berough, and during the year there were approximately 616 milk
COWS.

The supply of milk and the arrangement for its distribution
Liave been adequate throughout the year.

A detailed inspection of the dairies and cowsheds was made by
ths Banitary Inspectors, and plans of every cowshed in the
Borough are now in the possession of the Health Department.

It is satisfactory that all the cowsheds are in the outlying
parts of the Burnugh and the cows have access to open meadow
land whenever the weather is favourable.

The premises on the whole are above the usual standard found
throughout the country, although undoubtedly considerable im-
provements can yvet be effected.

Perhaps the outstanding fault still committed by most cow-
keepers is allowing accumulalions of manure in the vicinity of the
cowsheds and dairies. This matter has received frequent attention
from the Banitary Inspectors

Apart altogether from the adultera‘ion of milk and its possible
infection with tubercle baeilli, another matter is now smmus]}
engaging the attention of Shnitas v Authorities, namely—the clean-
liness of the milk supply.

Under our present conditions of milking, in which little or no
grooming of the cows takes place, and where many milkers are by
no> means too serupulous as to the condition of their hands and
clothing, it would not seem too much to ask that in connection
with food which is the s‘aple diet of infaney and childhood, the
milker should be compelled to wash his hands and to wear a clean
overall. It is a common thing for a milker to come fresh off the
land, or off some filthy job, and forthwith, and without any previous
clesnsing, commence milking the cows,

The Milk (Mothers and Children) Order, 1919, was in force
thrcughout the year, and during the 12 months 41 persons were
supplied with free milk, or free dried milk, under this Order.

The total amount spent on this supply of free milk was
£61 1s. 1d.
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Full enquiry was made into every case by the Heallh Visiior
and by the Medieal Officer of Health, and only most deserving
cases received a supply.

The amount spent on milk under this Order will, T am su.e,
compare very favourably, from an economic standpoint, wi‘h th:
expenditure in other indusirial areas

There were, speaking generally, very few cases tlm'iug the
vear in which a supply was necessary.

MEAT INSPECTION,

Th Junior Inspector of Nuisances for the Borough is also
Meat Inspeetor, and carries out the routine inspection of all food
exposed for sale in the Borough.

1 give in a table on page 33 the amount of unsound food
seized or surrendered during the year.

In one case a warning letter was sent to a butcher for having
on his premises diseased meat without previously having informed
tha Health Department.

No prosecutions were necessary during the year, and it is
sutisfactory that the buichers are now careful to inform the Health
Department of all suspicious carcases which come into their
P{lﬁ_-ﬁES'ﬁl“IL

The following figures show the number of slaughterhouses in

the town at variouns dates:—

SBlaughterhouses,
January December
1914 1920 1920
Ringigbaraedd ™ 0l s L, | Thets L U
Liesnaed . ooidveaanes  CdiESRE S TH] SESTRSG 2

In addition to the above there is a Public Abattoir in the town
used by 5 butchers.

1t is satisfactory that during the year 1920 four private
slaughter-houses were abolished in the Borough.

One registerad slanghterhouse was the subjeet of an aetion
brought through the Attorney-General by a resident in the town.
Th~ action was seiltled on the owners giving an undertaking to
abolish the slaughterhouse.

Another registered slaughierhouse was hought up by a brewery
company and abolished.

One licensed slanghterhouse was demolished in connection with
work of reconstruction and abolished, while the license of the
other licensed slavghterhouse expired and no application for
renewal was received.

During the year a special report on the slaughterhouses was
presented to the Health Committee, and the following are extraels
from it:—

* There are 12 slaughter-houses situated adjoining or in close
proximity to dwelling-houses. In 3 cases the fasting pens are in
a part of the slaughter-house proper. 1In 9 instances the entrances
also form the right-of-way for occupants of adioining dwellings.
In one instance the only entry is through a passage 4 feet wide."”



33.

A copy of the Blaughter-house Bye-Laws was forwarded to
every butcher in the town.

The fact that the slaughter-houses are so widely distributed
thronghout the Borough, and that slaughtering takes place at
varied times makes it extremely difficult, if not impossible, to
carry out a proper system of meat inspection. Systematic and
occasional inspection is, however, carried out, and the Inspectors
keep in mind the need for educaticnal work with slanghtermen
regarding conditions of disease in animals, and endeavour by con-
versation and demonstration to impress the importance of meat
inspection and the maintenance of a high standard of sanitation in
slaughter-houses.

In view of the geographiecal situation of the district it is very
desirable that further powers should be given for the control of
meal, and I understand that this matter is at the present time
receiving attention from the Ministry of Health.

There is an increasing demand by the public for imported
meat, and in this connection the facilities for transport by railway
call for more attention. In my opinion, only properly- df_qlgnml
and ventilated meat trucks should be used for the transport of
meat. I have, during the year, seen many carcases arrive in the
Borough by train in a filthy condition.

SUMMARY OF CONDEMNED FOOD.

MEAT.
Weight
Carcases. lbs,
10 Beasts A AR e P T e e L
4 Calves 540
b ST P R R A T e T 60
1 B0 o B R e e e 20
Mutton 131
2 Bheap (Imported) ......c.oo.iiiiinid 73
Boat (hallad o s iy 510
Mutton (Tmported) .........c.ccoiviinninss 73
Bacon (Imported) ...l 420
Heads, organs and offal ............... 1,070
7,5451bs.
OTHER TOODS.
EIREEBE iisiinvsss sesmiinssninsnsasmmssins oo 198,
Jam 3 .
T B e e 293
Figs B e T P 864 &
Babbitd . ovcisizarsmmnesmvais e mrissens 108
1,3014 1bs.
Tinned goods, various ..................... 483 tins
Packet goods e b R e - 0 DRSS

Bottled goods , 5 hbottles
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FREMISES WUSED FOR FOOD
PREPARATION,

1. BAKEHOUSES.—There are 35 bakehouses in the district.
None of these bakehouses are underground. The bakehouses ara
subjected to systematie inspection, and in general are maintained
in good sanitar¥ condition, most of them being of modern con-
siruction,

There arve, however, one or two bakehouses in the town which
are really unsuitable for use as such, and which I should greatly
like to see abolished, but unfortunately the Sanitary Authority
docs not appear o have power to do this.

2. FRiwuo FISH SHOPS.—Thirty-four premises are used for the
purposs of this business, 25 of which are used solely as fried fish
shops, while Y have other businesses connected with the premises,
generally in the nature of a General Store. Twenty-three use the
clesed type of pan, and cotton seed oil is usged in every case for
frying purposes.

A apecial inspection and a repor! was made on these shops
during the vear.
3. ICE-CREAM PREMISES.—The Health Department has
krowledge of 16 premises used for this trade. The majority of
these premiscs are far from satisfactory, and little or no eare is
trken to avoid contamination of the articles used in the prepara-
tion of the ice eream. In some cases ‘he premizes are in the nature
of a General Btore, while in others the preparation is done in
dwelling-houses.

I'ne Corporation has applied to Parliament in the Nuneaton
Corporation Bill, 1921, for powers to control ice cream premises.

4. MARKET PLACE.—There iz a general market held in the
Borough every Saturday, and a great variety of food is exposed for
sale, Inecluding—butter, meat, fish, cakes, bacon and cheese,
sweets, fruif, ete.

The Junior Inspector of Nuisances has charge of the market
and collec's the tolls, and thus considerable control is exercised
cver the food exposed for sale. )

The exposure of food on  open stalls in windy and dusty
weather on a much frequented highway is hardly to be looked upon
as tending fo the purity of the articles sold.

The market serves, however, two useful purposes, in that it
tends to undersell the local shops and thus maintain reasonable
prices, and alzo it hrings in a considerable amount of money to
the Corporation and to the town in general. It would need, T
am convinced, very strong arguments to disestablish this market,
or to prevent the sale of foodstuffs therein.

5. KNACKER'S YARD.—There is one knacker's vard, situated
01 the outekirts of the Borough,  This has heen r{tgttfm-lr inspected
thrcughout the year, and is kept in a fairly satisfactory condition,
On several occasions, however, it has heen necessarv to call the
attention of the owner to acenmulations of manure and garbage,
hut steps are now being taken to remedy this recurring nuisance.

The buildings are of brick, with an impervious flocr draining
tr a cessnool.
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MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

This Department of Public Health work is dealt with by the
Maternity and Child Welfare Committee, which consisis of the
whole of the Health Committee, with the addition of three ladies
interested in ths work, nmne]y—"l‘ha Mayoress (Mrs. J. Randle),
Mrez. H. C. Jones, and Mrs. G. E. B. Williams.

During the year 1929 the Borough Council appointed an
additional Health Visitor, so that there are now four Health Visi-
tors working in the Borough, three employed by the Borough
Counecil and one employed by the County Council, who devotes
part of her time to out]lying parts of the Borough contiguous with
the distriet of the County in which she works .

The County Council now re-pays to the Borough the greater
part of the contribution which the Borough pays in its County rate
in repect to the provision of Maternity and Child Welfare services.
The County retains a small sum to meet the expenses of the County
Health Visitor, above referred to, who works in the Chapel End
distriet.

The additional Health Visitor has enabled the Maternity and
Child Welfare work to be much expanded, and has enabled us to
provide nursing assistance for cases of pneumonia in young child-
reri under 5 years of age, and to undertake a considerable amount
of treatment for minor ailments and surgical dressings.

In January, 1921, a new Infant Welfare Centre in Coton Road
was opened by the Mayor, and an address was given to a large and
appreciative audience 'E]Jr Dr. Lena Walker, of H]rmlnghﬂm This
Centre serves the whole of the Borough, with the exeception of
Stockingford and Chapel End.

The Coton Road Centre is open on two afternoons per week
as an Infant Welfare Centre, while it serves also as offices for the
Health Visitors, and a centre for the treatment of minor ailments.

An Infant Welfare Centre is in existence in Stockingford, and
is held onece weekly, at the Wesleyan Sunday Schools in Church
Road.

In addition to these Centres a few Borough children also
attend the Infant Welfare Centre at Hartshill, just outside the
Borough boundary. These are the children who come under the
spliere of influence of the County Health Visitor, who has charge
of the Hartshill Infant Welfare Centre.

A medical man (Dr. A A. Wood) attends the Nuneaton Centre
on one afternoon each week, and another medieal man (Dr. W,
Ashworth) attends the Stockingford Centre every alternate week.

The needs of the Borough so far as Infant Welfare Centres
are concerned would seem To be fairly adequately me: with our
present existing arrangements.

At both Centres voluntary helpers assist the Health Visitora,
and are of inestimable service in many ways. As a matter of fact,
it would be quite impossible with our present staff of Health Visi-
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tors to keep the Centres working efficiently without the very
vxcellent work done by our voluntary workers at both Centres.
There are two or three ladies who hardly ever miss an attendance,
and whose he) being systematic is the more valuable. 1 hope
these ladies wiil realise that the work which they do so unosten-
tatiously is much appreciated by the mothers at the Centre, and by
the Health Department.

In my veport for 1919 I dealt with the nebessity for this care
of infant life, and with the present :muknmng of public
opinion on the subject it is quite unnecessary for me to add any-
tling further to my previous remarks.

The administration of the Milk (Mothers and Children) Order
is dealt with in another section of the report, under the head of
“ Milk.™

During the year 1920 no Ante-Natal Clinic was held in the
Berough, but in March, 1921, the Health Committee decided to
cpen an Ante-Natal Clinic one afterncon per week at the Coton
Rcad Infant Welfare Centre. At present this Clinie is staffed by
one of the Health Visitors (Mrs. G. N. Abbott) and no medical
wan is in attendance, the Committee heing of opinion that it was
uizwise to incur further expenditure until they were convinced that
th» Cliniec would be made use of by the mothers of the distriet. 1
aru inelined to think that in this decision the Committee made an
errcy of judgment. as it is even more necessary for a medical man
to attend an Ante-Natal Clinie than an Infant Welfare Centre, and
several mothers who have attended the Ante-Natal Clinie have
asked the Health Visitor whether they can see a doctor there, and
whether a doctor wounld be in attendance. The Committee is,
he wever, to re-consider their decizion in thiz matier in the coursze
of a few months.

A large number of our infantile deaths and a very large
amount of invalidism oceur as the result of neglect and ignorance
during pragnancy. There are many matters in connection with
child-bearing of which the average working-class woman is pro-
ioundly ignorant, and undoubtedly much ill-health and infant
mortalily eould be prevented by giving advice and attention to
these mothers before the birth of the child.

A few details as to cases visited by the Health Visitors will
be of interest and show the nature of their work. These aro
additional to their routine duties of visiting all infant births and
advising as to the care of infants generally. The Health Visitors
report having attended the following special caszes: Pneumonia ;
cperations for circumeision ; otorrhea ; worms; rickets; intestinal
obstruetion ; convulsions; injuries sustained during delivery ;
hernia; surgical dressings; infectious diseases; uplillmim-a
neonatorum ; breast abseasses; bronchitis ; tuberecular peritonitis ;
disrrh®a ; and enteritis. In addition 5 cases of n®vi were f{aken
to Birmingham General Hospital to be treated by radium.

It is satisfactory that in all the 9 cases of ophthalmia neona-
tcram the child appears to have retained its sight,
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I give below a report by Dr. A. A. Wood, on the clinical work
of the Nuneaton Infant Welfare Centre:—

* Experience of the Infant Welfare Centre during the past
year satisfies one more than ever of the Increasing importance of
the work done, but the good results gained are largely dependent
o1 the work of the Health Visitors in following up the cases seen
at the Centre,

“The attendances are good and regular on the whole.

“ The supplying of dried milk at cost price has been stopped,
but this has not reduced the attendances noticehibly. In my
opinion milk should be supplied at cost price in needy eases. The
Health Visitors know the cases in which this is desirable.

“ The following points have impressed me during the past
year: —

“(1) The almost complete disappearance of the atrophied
infant (Marasmus). This applies not only to the Centre, but also
to my general practice. One must attribute this to the increased
attention given to Infant Welfare, since a few Years ago the con-
dition was a common one in this distriet. 1 think the Medical
Officer of Health will prove this in the Vital Statistics. Associated
with this is the fact that diarrhe was much less common than usual,
and this in spite of the fact that milk is delivered once daily
instead of twice, as used to be the custom. The milk delivered in
the morning contains the previous evening's milk, consequently
it may be 36 hours old when used the following morning. With
the present crowded state of the houses it is exceedingly diffieunlt
to keep milk sweet for so long a period; for this reason one often
has to suggest the uge of dried milk. The distribution of sterilised
infants’ milk in sealed hottles does not obtain in this distriet.

“(2) There iz a definite increase in the proportion of hreast
fed infants, due to the fact that a less number of mothers are
employed workers.

*“(3) The general adoption of improved and more sensible

methods of LIuthng the infant is the result of the teaching of the
Centre

“(4) Affections of the skin of the sealp and butiocks are much
less common.

“(5) The general improvements in health and physique of the
infants as a whole.

“(6) Physieal defects are astonishingly few—Hernia is the most
cemmon.  There is sometimes diffieulty in getting small opera-
ticns done.

“(7) The ailments are mainly digestive. Rickets has become
uncommon—Dried milks have been so commonly used, particularly

during 1917, 1918, and 1919, that it is obvious they have not
been a factor in the production of this disease.

“(B) The battle with the tube botile and dummy still has to
be fought periodically, and will always have to be fought till their
sal: is prokibited.
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“ During 1920 the work of the Centre was condueted in unsuit-
able rooms. This year should show better results. The new
buildings are excellent; work can he done expeditiously,
theroughly, and with much more comfoit to the mothers and
infonts.” ‘

I give Lelow full statistics concerning Infant Welfare Work
during 1920: —

Fopnlation i LOEE .. o ennnsimeipenaass dn s ssnsiswawy: a8 Rkl
Fopnlation: in PO i i e s A

No. of regiasterad Birtha, 1980 ... i 1ol

No. of notified births, 1920 ... . . .coomneriiienninns e Bl 1,236
No: of aillbizth, LB i s b 41
No. of illegitimaie births, 1920 .........ccccciimicummrsins 45
Birth-rate e e e e e s 29.5
Deaths of infants under one year ...........ccocivieiinnnn. 102
Irfantile Mortality rate .....c.coocoeiieimimsnreracenneees 83
Maternal Mortality

l.—I'rom complications of child-birth ........... 07

2—From puerperal fever .........c..icocviiiinniinen .09
No. of notified cases of puerperal fever ............... 6
No. of notified cases of Ophthalmia Neonatorum ...... 9
No. of Midwives practising in Borough—

g T o e e e e e 14

Employed by Distiict Nursing Assoeiation ...... —

o v T T SRR g S G o —
Mo. of Midwives—braifed .........ccommeimeiosmmiones 8
No. of Midwives—untrained ........c.voeeenniiicnennaasenens 6

INFANT WELFARE CENTRES.
INo.. of mames o boolos, T30 i s 657
o, ofF RULER AR e evipues goossramsen Trusdnis v T
Average atteadance per session 52.8

HEALTH VISITING.
Mo of et TiEila e e s e e SR |
0 Sl iy T R NI L

I give in Table 1IV., page 39, full details of all infantile deaths.
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TABLE 1IV.
INFANTILE MORTALITY LURING THE YEAR 1920.

1 g | | .-'l‘l i-.'; | | l
2 [ a1z | ]
::; l | g s _| " o _1 |
=l o] 2| =i =22 Total
; || 2| 2ls 582 |E | S| Deaths
Cavses or DEATH. | ) ,j - - E ;5 B8 i avdes
T; | ! M| B e _': 5 | sy i1 year.
B I~
All Cases Certified 30 6 4 K 471281161 7 4 102
i i S N [P Y e
: | |

Smallpox i | |

Chickenpox ...

Measles . '

Scarlet Fever ; ‘

Whooping Cough .. 4 | :

Diptheria and Croup ... - . | |
Erysipelas v ap s SR R | ;
Tubereulous Meningitis ... el L ,
Abdominal Tuberculosis ... {1 I 1| . 1
(Mher Tuberculous Diseases | |
Meningitis (nen Tuberculews) | 1 1
Convulsions ... venl] @ | 11153132 8
Laryngitis - |
Bronchitis 64| 2 12
Pneumonia (all forms) ...[ 1 Ll1l21313|2|4 15
Influenza o 3 | 3
{ Diarrhea ... 1 11431 0

Enteritis
Gastritis 2 | 2
Syphilis ... I! 1 | 1
BORETE ool ekl el , i
Suffocation, overlaying 41 | 1 | 1
Injury at Birth 1 ! 1 F | I
Atelectasis 1| i i 1 | 1
Jongenital Malformations. | 2 | 1| | a3 1 i
Premature Birth I 2 15 1 | 16
Atrophy, Debility, and | (]

Marasmus | i 81 | 2117 15
Other Causes ... 3 2‘ 2| 1|8 1 | 8

|

In connection with these infantile deaths the following facts
are of interest: —During 1920 there were 45 births of illegitimate
children and 8 infantile deaths of illegitimate children. This gives
au Infantile Mortality rate for illegitimate children of 177 per
1,000 births, compared with o rate of 79 per 1,000 births for legiti-
mate children. 1 mention these facts because they bear out how
much maternal care and knowledge contribute towards diminish-
ing our infantile death-rate. Without doubt many of these illegiti-
mate deaths were due io the fact that the child was not wanted,
and although the mother may not actually be accused of murdering
the child she certainly, in many instances, took no pains whatever
to keep it alive.
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VACCINATION.

According to the returns of the Vaccination Officer, out of
1,260 children born during the year ended June 30th, 1920, only
86 were vaccinated, equal to 6.8 per cent., compared with 6.14 per
cent. for the prﬂrinuﬁ yeac.

This neglect of vaceination constitutes a very real danger to
the cﬂmmumh, and much of it is due to sheer ignorance.

I dealt [ull}r with this subject in my report as School Medieal
Ollicer for the year 1919.

I give below statistics regarding vaceination, obtained from
the Vacecination Officer : —
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SANITARY CONDITION OF SCHOOLS.

Increased attention has been paid during the year to the
cleanliness of the sanitary conveniences at the various schools in
the Borough, and visits have been paid to them, on my instruc-
tions, by the Banitary Inspectors.

In many cases they have interviewed the School Cleaners and
suggested possible improvements in the arrangements.

With the exception of Galley Common Schools, where a most
unsuitable privy midden exists, all the schools are provided with
water-closets. All the schools in the Borough are supplied with

town water.

POOR LAW RELIEF.

I am indebted to the Relieving Officers for the following
figures regarding the amount of poor law relief granted in the
Nuneaton Union for the year ended December, 1920.

The Relieving Officers have also supplied me with similar
figures for the last pre-war year, 1913, so that one is able to form
some comparison between the amount of relief now granted and
thal granted pre-war:—

Amount of Poor Law Relief 1913. 1920.
granted £2,149 0s. 10d.  £3,849 4s. 5d.
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COMMON LODGING HOUSE.

There is only one Common Lodging House in the Borough.

The premises are well adapted, and a high standard of sanita-
tion is maintained. Male persons only are received. The ground
floor contains—recreation room, dining room, bathroom, wash-
basins and lockers. On the first floor there are 29 beds, lockers,
and a w.c. and sink for night use. The third floor is in cubical
form, with 18 beds.

The wash-houses and sanitary conveniences are situated in the
yard. The whole of the premises are heated by means of a hot
water system. There is a resident keeper.

HOWJSING.
1. GENERAL HOUSING CONDITIONS 1IN THE

DISTRIUT.—For an industrial area the housing conditions in
Nuneaton are probably above the average, due in great part to the
rapid growth of the Borough, and to the fact that nearly two-
thirds of the houses in the town have been built since the year
1891. No less than 5,102 houses, out of a total of 8,373, have
been built since that date

As a rule these modern houses are brick built and tiled, they
have moderate sized garflens, and are distinetly above the standard
of house found in most manufacturing towns in the north of Eng-
land with which I am acquainted.

2. BHORTAGE OF HOUSES.—It was estimated in the
Rewrn sent to the Housing Commissioner in 1919 that the num-
be: of houses required in the Borough was 1614 ; of this number
814 houses were to meet the unsatisfied demand for houses, and
80G to meet anticipated deficiencies arising from new indusirial
developments.

The approximate increase of population in the Borough since
that report was compiled i1s 1,232, which at 5 persons per house,
means 246 additional houses.

Az three large new factories are at present under construction
in the Borough, in addition to several smaller enterprises, I see no
reason to reduce the estimate of housing needs sent to the Ministry
in 1919. Any change which may take place in the population of
the Borough will, so far as can be foreseen, be towards a con-
siderable increase.

In order to deal with this housing shortage, the Corporation
has in hand four housing schemes, providing sites for the erection
of about 830 houses. Tenders have already been accepted for 164,

At December 31st, 1920, the following was the state of affairs
with regard to the erestion of Corporation houses : —

Commenced building ... 114
Bipofed i .o s 66
In occupation ............ 16

In addition to the Corporation houses, other houses, to the
number of eleven, were erected by private enterprise, most of
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which were built to the order of purchasers and were rather above
the average standard of the working-class dwelling.

Plans were also approved for 59 houses, most of which are
course of ereetion. Two of these were for temporary wooden
buildings.

1t will be noticed that, taking our figures as at December 3lst,
1920, the number of houses erected does not even meet the needs
of the additional population of the Borough since our require-
wents were forwarded to the Ministry of Health, so that, without
ccunting those houses already erected, we still require the full
nunber of 814 to meet the unsatisfied demands, withou! taking
intc consideration the further 800 suggested to meet future
developments. :

3. OVERKCROWDING.—Certain definite figures regarding
overcrowding were given in my report for 1919, and during 1920
it has not been possible to obtain any more accurate figures.
Ur.doubtedly the extent of overcrowding has increased during the
year, and from many reporls which have reached me from medical
men, sanitary inspectors, and health wvisitors, I am of opinion that
it is of the utmost importance for the health of the community
that the provision of more houses should be pushed on as rapidly
as possible. It has been almost impossible during the year to do
very much towards the relief of overcrowding; a few individual
cages have been improved through the intervention of the SBanitary
Inspectors, but until further houses are provided it is imposzible
to deal efficiently with overcrowding or with unfit houses.

The Committee dealing with applications for new houses has
had brought before them a large number of instances ol gross
overcrowding, and the Committee has endeavoured to allocate
hcuses to those persons living under overcrowded conditions. 1In
U:iHIWJ}-‘ some relief of overcrowding has undoubtedly been accom-
phshed.

Up to date (April, 1921) 640 applications for Corporation
houses have been received.

It 18 impossible to give an accurate figure as to the amoun:
of sub-letting of portions of working-class houses in the town, but
undoubtedly it is very great. In a large number of cases this
sub-letting leads to overcrowding, and from every point of view,
both social and domestie, it is most undesirable for two families to
live in one working-class hdufe.  Another unsatisiactory feature
of this sub-letting is that in many instances which have bheen
brought to my notice the rent charged by the tenant to the sub-
tenant for the use of t%o rooms is often as great, or greater, than
the rent paid by the tenant for the whole of the house. This posi-
tior of affairs has been particularly mentioned as a hardship on
the landlord.  Thert can be no doubt that the damage and wear
and tear caused to working-class houses, housing two or more
families, is considerably greater than where only one family is
responsible for the premises, and yet under the Increase of Rent
and Mortgage Interest Restrieffon Act the landlord of sub-let
houses is unable to obtain any more rent than if the house was
ouly occupied by one family.
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The Census to be taken in the year 1921 will be of great
interest and assislance in indicating the extent of overcrowding and
sub-letting in the Borough.

4. FITNESS OF HOUBES.—In my report for 1919 1 dgalt
fully with the question of Fitness of Houses in the town and with
the general character of the defects found. There is little to add
to the statement and figures therein given.

It is somewhat difficult to answer the Ministry’s quesiion as to
Low far housing defects are due to lack of proper management and
supervision I_n.r the owners. Many factors must be taken into
account before attributing too much blame for the unsatisfactory
state of affairs to the owners of property. In the first place, for
practically five years during the war little or no housing repairs
were done. When the war eame to an end and owners were broughe
face to face with the condition of their property, they were also
faced with the Rent Restriction Aect, and with the exorbitant cost
of repairs of all kinds. In other words, the owners wers asked
to do repairs involving large expenditure, without, in many cases,
being able to gel an estimate for the work, “].'lﬂe they were dis-
tinetly limited in the amount of increase of rent which they could
obtain in return from their tenants.

»  Another factor which has certainly militated against the
earrying out of repairs has been a distinet shortage of building and
allied labour.

Taking eh&*ything into account, the Pﬂsitiun of the owner of
“clkmg—cluis property during the past few years has not been an
enviable one, and in my opinion we have been fortunate in getting
done even what has been dona in the way of repairs during the
past two years.

The Health Committee, fully realising the awkward position
of owners of property, have been as lenient as possible in enforeing
housing repairs, and only absolutely essential matters have been
the subject of Statutory Notices, other repairs being arranged in

a friendly manner hetween the owners of property and the officials
of the Health Department.

5. ACTION AS REGARDS UNFIT HOUSEB.—Closing
Orders under Sections 17 and 18 of the Housing Town Planning
Act, 1909, were made during the year in respect of two houses,

the condition of which rendered them absolutely unfit for human
habitation,

As 1 write (April, 1921) one of these houses has been closed,
but at present it has been impossible to find alternative accommo-
dation for the tenants of the other house.

No action was taken during the vear under Section 28 of the
Hcusing Town Planning, ete., Aet, 1919, all proceedings, with the

exception of the Closing Orders, were taken under the Public
Health Acts.

The condition of the houses with regard to water supply,
clcset accommodation, and refuse removal, will be found under
sections of the report dealing with these matters.
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6. UNHEALTHY AREAS.—There is no area of any size in
the Borough which can be looked upon as an unhealthy area.

7. BYE-LAWS.—Bye-laws are in existence in the Borough
dealing with tenits, vans and shetls, but not with houses let in
lodgings.

If the present condition of overerowding continues for any
length of time it will be necessary to consider seriously the adop-
tior of Bye-laws in connection with housds let in lodgings.

Bye-laws are also in force with regard to the erection of new
houses, alteration of houses, nuisances and Common Lodging
Houses. The working of them is satisfactory.

8. GENERAL.—I referred in my report for 1919 to one great
point in favour of the housing in Nuneaton as compared with that
found in most other industrial towns. That point is the large area
of the Borough, over 10,000 acres, and the fact that taking the
Borcugh as a whole there are only at present four persons per
acre. The amount of open space around the houses, and the
fact that there are very few areas in the town where buildings are
crowded together, have undoubtedly much to do with the fact that,
despite the overcrowding, our general death-rate and our tubercu-
loziz death-rate compare very favourably with those rates in other®
towns.

A very large proportion of the working-class houses possess
gardens, and the number of allotments under cultivation in the
Borough is 2,929, with an acreage of 291. This number is ex-
clusive of railway allotments. With an approximate adult male
pepulation of 13,000 this means that a very large proportion of our
male population is engaged more or less regularly in healthy
cutdoor occupation.
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APPENDICES.

HOUSING CONDITIONS.
Statistics
Year ended 31st December, 1920.

1.—GENERAL.

(1) Estimated population

(2) General death-rate Sap ik
(3) Death-rate from tuher“u]ﬂms
(4) Infantile mortality T
(5) Number of dwelling-houses l.}f 1-1,11 Llusses
(6) Number of working-class dwelling-houses ......
(7) Number of new working-class houses erected ...

2.—UNFIT DWELLING-HOUSES.
1.—INSPECTION.

(1) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health or
Housing Acts)

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which wera in-
spected aad recorded under the Housing
(Inspection of Distriet) Regulations, 1910 ...

(3) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a
state so dangerous or injurious to health as to
be unfit for human habitation ..................

(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those
referred to under the preceding sub-heading)
found not to be in all respects reasonably fit
for human habitalion ........cccoiviimiinniinennas

. 41,128

83
8,373
7,279

16

657

82

170

2-—REMEDY OF DEFECTS WITHOUT SERVICE OF

FORMAL NOTICES.

Number of defective dwellirg-houses rendered
fit in consequence of informal action by the
Local Authority or their officers ...............

3--ACTION UNDER STATUTORY POWERS.
A. Proceedings under section 28 of the Housing,
Town Planning, ete., Act, 1919 ............

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring repairs .......

(2) Number of dwelling - houses which were
rendered fit—

(a) by owners
b} by Local Authority in default of owners

(3) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Closing Orders became operative in pursuance
of declarations by owners of intention to close

157
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B. Proceedings under Public Health Aects.

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring defects to be

remedied 460

(2) Number of dwelling-houses in which defects
were remedied—

(o) Ty OB, oo e e e e 396

{(b) by Local Authority in def&ult f.\f owners 0

C. Proceedings under sections 17 and 18 of the
Housing, Town Planning, ete., Act, 1909.

(1) Number of representations made with a view

to the making of Closing Orders ............... 2
(2) Number of dwelling-houses in respeet of which
Closing Orders were made ...........coocvvvivnnn 2

(3) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Closing Orders were determined, the dwelling-

houses having been rendered fit .................. 0
{4] Number of dwa]ling-hcmmg in respect of which
Demolilion Orders were made ...........o...... 0

(5) Number of dwelling-houses demolished in pur-
suance of Demolition Orders .........cccocinviien 0

J—UNHEALTHY AREAS.

Arveas l'epresented to the Loceal ﬁuth'ﬂ]'it}r with a view
to Improvem:nt Schemes under (a) Part 1., or (b)

Part 2., of the Aect, 1890 : —

IR L R Y e A e oLk M e
(2) Acreage : R ‘
(3) Number of m:rkmg-cl-rﬂm. lmusm in ares ...... Nil
(4) Number of working-class pe:sons to be displac mlJ

4 —Number of houses not c‘nmplung with the building
bye-laws erected with consent cf Local Authority

under section 25 of the Housing, Town Plan-
ning, wbe., Act, 1919 .............. o . 0

5.-—8taff engaged on housing work with, hrmﬂ‘l., thﬁ*

duties of each officer 2 Inspec-

torz of Nuizances
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SUMMARY OF WORK DORNE
INSPECTOR OF NUISANCES’
DEPARTMENT DURING 1920.

Inspectionz
made,

Drainage opened and cleansed ...

Drainage tested with smoke test ..

Ventilaving shafls repairved .........

Yards part paved and repaired ..

New covers to Inspection Chambers
provided

Inspzction Chambers Repmrmi

Fleors of dwelling-houses l"ll'll'lllj. or
repaired ;

Reofs repaired and made u.e-lthm
pl(:ﬂf .

Dilapidated wull.«-. and 1=f~i|ings
repaired

I'efeetive eaves and downspouts
repaired s

Sink pipes rep: aired

Sinke provided

Fiithy houses cleansed

Ccypers repaired or rebuil: ......

Accemulations of cffensive matier
pATmVERL L

Water Closets opened and cleansed

Water Closets provided with new
hagin and teap —oocoeiniisicanness

Defective  Water Closet cisterns
repairesd

New Water Closet cisterns pro-

vided
Privies converted into Waler
Closets
New dusthins r}mndtd ...............
Windows and window {rames re-
paired

Ci imneys upmmcl
Windows made to n]:n'n
Addi ional gullies provided
Drainage relaid ......c....occieieeees
Fllt_p]u{{h repaired
Bewer cleared from obs' rur-t]nn
Rainwater cisterns cleansed
Nev: washhovses provided .........
Well elored, Town water laid on...
Muisances from kltmng swine
Miseellaneous nuisances abated ...
Hamples of pump water analysed...
Bakchouses limewashed

659
14
5
35

22
48

67
234
196
173

68

25
294

46

94
289

138
389

109

249
742

IN THE

Nuisances
Formal abated
notices by atter
authority notice.
213 213
6 G

1 1

T T

5 5
11 11
16 16
36 36
18 18
46 . I8
21 13
4 4
49 44
14 7
2% 27
i} 77
32 32
121 a3
29 16
11 26
180 116
18 16
10 a
5 5
19 19
16 16
8 7

1 1

1 1

2 2

1 1

7 a3
23 21
2 2

B LR a
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INSPECTOR OF NUISANCE'S SUMMARY.—Continued.

Nuizances
Formal abated
Inzpections  notices by after
made. authority. notice.
Ventilation of bakehouse improved 2 1 1
Lodging-house limewashed ......... 8 1 1
Slaughter-houses limewashed ...... 295 2 2
= walls cemented ... 16 6 6
Abbattoir 99
Knacker's yard .. coiiaiiam v 4
Food preparing places ............... 52
Smoke Nuisances ........ 30 1 1
Cowsheds, milk chops, dairies ...... 75 16 16
Canal Beaba: .t 9
A T L [T R e e R e =
Housing Aeh .oouiiiiih it a2
Yards and Courba ..ol 11
Places of Amusement ....c...cvevess 7 1 : |
Factories and Workshops ............ 16
Rent Restriction Act ......ovvvveines. 155
BHohonln: iy s e e 14
Bhops' Act ........... 10
Visits re infectious u.lmea%e-a ......... 321
5552 1073 1341
Houses disinfected after infectious diseasze 190
Erltnniq LR ¥ LR 13 ?
SHOPS ACT.
Formal Notices
Shops Notices Complied
Inspected. Served. with.
Complaints (anonymous) ...... —_— . — _—
Shops 10 3 3

Shop hatmes B TR o/ SN -
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FACTORIES.

S5t st. Stocking- Chilvers
De _cripticn of Factory. Mary. Nicho.as. ford. Coton. Total
Hosie.¥  iovveverensiancanans 2 1 - — 3.
Clothiers ..........coceee.e 2 1 — 1 4
Meedle-making N — 1 ... — ... = 1
Bootmaking v, — —_ 1
Hot malEDE «cveraomrcreas 1 —- —_ . - 1
Boot repairing — 2 - — 2
Shoe heel making ......... 2 - - - 2
Cardboard box making... 1 — — . — i
Leather making ......... - 1 — 1
WeaVIng  .rovriivrmavesnnss —- 4 - - 4
Sports requisites ......... - - oy B - - 2
Dye works ....ccovvenvenvnns 1 - —- 1
Engineering 2 i | — 3 (3]
Timber works .....cooceen. - 1 1 -— 2
Wool spinning ............ 1 —_ - i
Printing ....ccoovevmnipnee s — 4 — . — 4
Fiour Mills ...coovevivnnee —_— 1 - 1
Eleectricity works ......... - —_ - 1 1
Loaundry .occoccveniinans  — 1 — — 14
39
WORKSHOPS,
=i Bt. Stocking- Chilvers
Dezcription of Workshop Mary. Nicholas. ford. Coton. Total
Tailofing .o S — 2 _— ... — 2
Millinery oo 1 4 — e, o e B
Dressmaking - > iy B AR [ |
Carriage builder ......... — 2 — — 2
Waggon builders and
repairers 2 2 -— 4
Carpenters ............... - 1 — 1 2
Boot repairers ............ 1 2 - - >
Baddlers: oo 1 — - il
Bhoeing smiths ............ — 1 — 1
Clandle maker ......iccoees 1 - - 1
Cycle repairers ............ 1 1 —_— 1 3
Scale repairer . eevanars = 1 == o 7
Bakers 6 16 B e 7 ]
72
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OUT - WORKERS,

Description of Works. No. Employed,

Wearing Apparel ............... 143

Tennis ball making ............... 157

Boob yepairing ......ccoecomern -—

5 R s 300
RAINFALL,
Total Depth No, of days on

Y ear. in inches, which rain fell.
1903 28.89 191
1904 19,76 184
1905 19.37 211
1906 27.01 187
1907 22.67 228
1908 b 19.64 i 181
1909 23.72 202
1910 25.12 186
1911 19.72 157
1912 36.02 209
1913 25.47 187
1914 26.56 176
1915 28.24 179
1916 26.47 195
1917 25.74 192
1918 22.22 177
1919 29.45 188

1920 23.97 206
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PARTICULARS AS TO PERMISSIVE ACTS
ADOPTED BRY THE NUNEATON
CORPORATION,

1.—THE INFECTIOUS DISEASES (NOTIFICATION) ACT,
1889, was adopted at a Meeting of the Council, held on the
30th October, 1889, to come into force on the 9th December,
1889.

2 —THE INFECTIOUS DISEASES (PREVENTION) ACT, 1890,
was adopted at a Meeting of the Council, held on t]w 24th
December, 1890, to come into force on the 9th day of
February, 1891.

3—THE PUBLIC HEALTHS ACTS AMENDMENT ACT, 1890.
Parts 2, 3, 4 and 5 were adopted at a meeting of the Couneil,
held on the 24th December, 1890, to come into force on the
12th day of July, 1891.

4 -—THE HOUSING OF THE WORKING CLASSES ACT, 1890.

Part 3 was adopted at a Meeting of the Couneil, held on the
12th day of June, 1501, to come into force on the 12th day
of July, 1901.

5 —THE PRIVATE STREET WORKS ACT, 1892, was adopted
at a Meeting of the Couneil, held on the 28th January, 18986,
to come inlo force on the 2nd day of March, 1896.

T—THE BATHS AND WASH-HOUSES ACT, 1896, was
adopted at a Meeting of the Council, held on the 25th day
of January, 1899,

8. —THE NOTIFICATION OF BIRTHS ACT, 1907, was adopted
at a Meeting of the Council, held on the 3rd day of May,
1911, to come into force on the 1st July, 1911.

9—THE PUBLIC HEALTH ACTS AMENDMENT ACT, 1907.
The following parts and Sections were, by an order of the
Local Government Board—dated 24th February, 1909
declared to be in force in the Borough as from the 14th
April, 1909, subject in some cases to certain eonditions and
adaptations : —

Part 2.

Bections 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 43 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 44, 50
and 51 of Part 3.

Sections 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 54,
65, 66 and 68 of Part 4. :

Part 5.
Part 6.
Part 10.






