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UEBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL OF NORTHWICH

Telephone No. - County Offices,

Northwich 3961 Watling Street,
NORTHWICH,
Cheghire.

To: The Chairman and Mexmbers of the
Northwich Urban District Qouncil.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

‘"he past year hes seen many important changes. The abolition of
Divisional Health Committees resulted largely from the setting up of
the new Socinl Services Department. Because of this the annual report
to the Divisionpl Health Committee, previously included as an appendix
to this report, will not now appear in the future.

v/ The Divisional Health Committees had remained in being since the
National Health Service was created in 1948 wod it was with great
reluctance that the County Health Committee agreed to their being
disbanded.

Another major change has been the setting up of the new Soecial
Services Department. This meant the loszs from the Health Department
of the Mental Health Service, the Home Help Service and the Services
for the Physically Handicepped and their transfer te the new Area
Sogial Services Departments. FPreparation for the setiing up of the
new department took place over very many months and involved the
divisional health staff in much work preparing for the hand-over.

#5 a result of County Health Department policy,; it has been
necessary to fuse togethér existing divisions and to base divisional
health edministration on new combined divisions.

8o far as the divisions of Runcorn and Mid-Cheshire -are concerned,

administrative changes have taken place in order to create a single
large division. Initially this meant the loss of one of my Divisional
Administrative Assistants, Mr. W.R. Jones, and the assumption of the
administration of both divisions by my Ddivisional Administrative
Assistant, Mr. S.R. Large.

There has been an expansion at one administrative centre with a
corresponding contraction te a sub-office at the other. These chaenges
have, of course, led to uncertainties and inewvitable changes of duties
for the staff invelved. So far as possible this mojor change was brought
about with the minimum of trauma to the staff and my thanks are due to
the divisional administrative and clerieanl staffa for their loyalty and
support through what has undocubtedly been a time of considerable
re-ad justment and re-orientation.

With regerd to immunis=ntien against infectious diseases, the
cutbreak of diphtheria in a nearby large city again emphasised the
important lesson that mothers must make every effort to have their
children immuniced by accepting the invitations sent to them by the
Health Department. Only in this way, by maintaining a high immunisation
rate, can serious infectious diseases such asz this be kept under contreol.

Measles immunisation has been recommenced now that the national
supply has improved and this is to be welcomed as there is still
mortality and considerable morbidity from the complicaticns resulting
from measles infection. The introduction of ribella waccinmation for
young adolescent girls is a great advance as this should prevent babies
in subsequent generations being born with severe handicaps dus to the
mother contracting the disease during pregnancy.



The County scheme for computerised call up for cervical _
cetology commenced in September 1970 and the response to date has
been encouraging. It is hoped that this screening programme will
identify pre-cancerous conditions of the cervix at a time when
treatment can effect a complete cure.

The work of the public health inspectorate is largely taken
for granted by the public and I should emphasize the vital role
which the inspectors play in the maintenance of high standards in
the environmental side of public health.

HReference to later pages of the report indicate environmental
health matters dealt with during the year and show the wide wvariety
and importance of their work.

The investigation of food poisoning cases and excretors, the
tracing and surveillance of typhoid and other infectious disease
contacts has been a freguent part of their work. Continental
holidays are now common and invariably this brings with it contact
tracing and surveillance of such potentially serious infecticus
diseases as typhoid fever. Returning heliday makers not infreguently
become either cases or contacts of this disease, especially if they
have been to certain countries bordering the Mediterranean where ;
purity of water supplies and clean food cannot always be guaranteed.

The latter highlights the important role of the public health
inspectorate in the control of communicable diseases. Changes in the
structure of local povernment at both first end second tier levels
are imminent and in the re-organisation of loecal government and the
health services it is vital that this important aspect of the control
of communicable diseases will not be lost to sight.

My thanks are due to Mr. Baines your Chief Public Health
Inspector and his staff for their loyalty and support, to the Clerk
and the Chief Officers of the Council for their help and advice and
to the Chairmen and Members of the Committee for their constant
co=-operation.

I have the honour to be

Your Obedient Servant,

Medical Officer of Health

ﬁctnber, 1971.
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SECTION I

GENERAL AND VITAL STATISTICS

{1) COMPARATIVE GENERAL STATISTICS

Year
1969 1970
Population (estimated mid-year) 18,940 18,730
Area (acres of district) 2,636 2,636

Rateable Value of ares as at 1.4.70. £1,593,404 | £1,582,018
Product of a Penny Rate (estimated) £6,550 £6,343
Number of inhabited dwellings 6,529 6,570
(2) VITAL STATISTICS
Live Births Males Females Total
Legitimate 142 119 261
Illegitimate 10 7 17
152 126 278
land
& Wales
Crude Birth Rate per 1,000 population 14,8
*Corrected Live Birth Rate per 1,000 populaticn 15.7 16.0
Illegitimate Live Births per cent of total births 6.0
Males Females Total
Still Births i 3 5
Iive and Still Births 154 129 283
Still Birth Rate -
per 1,000 total live and
8till births 18.0 13.0
Deaths of Infants [nder
1 year of age Males Females Total
legitimate B 2 7
INlegitimate - - -
5 2 7
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(3) SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL

The resewerage of the area of Winnington Street and Castle Street
has continued and a new syphon was laid under the River Weaver.

A new separate surface water sewer has been laid from the Castle
Housing Hedevelopment Area down Weaver Road discharging into the
River Weaver.

A contract has been let for the provizion of a new foul zewer
inverted syphon under the River Dane at Water Street to replace the
syphon which suffered damage, and for the provision of a surface
water overflow sewer in Middlewich Road behind Parkfield Koad,
discharging into the River Dane. Contracts have also been let for
separate surface water sewers in London Hoad from Old Hall Road
discharging into the River Dane south of the Railway Viaduct and
from the Church Walk area via Priory Street discharging into the
River Dane on the south side of Whalley Road. All these contracts
will continue into 1971.

Designs for relief foul and surface water sewers for Hartford
Manor, Appleton Street and Carlton Road, where some flooding is
ariging, are proceeding.

During the year, the Ministry of Housing and Local Government
have suggested that a joint scheme for the rationalisation of
sawage disposal in Mid Cheshire, be submitted by the MNorthwich
Urban and Rural Authoritles.

Work on this proposal is proceeding.

(%) CLOSET ACCOMMODATION

There is still one chemical closet in the district but this
is in an area where there is no access to the public =mewers,

(5) REFUSE COLLECTION

Hefuse collection =ervices have been maintained throughout the
district on a weekly service, This has not been achieved without
some difficulty and it is necessary to repeat that refuse is
gonstantly increasing in volume which necessitates visiting some
premises on more than one occasion. A further complication has
been created to the refuse collection service dus to the fact
that drivers of refuse wvehicles have now to possess a Heavy Goods
Vehicle Drivers Licence and on occasions vehicles have been idle
due te lack of suitable staff, consequently work has been delayed
and difficulties created in trying to maintain a weekly service.

In the sarly part of the year, an experiment was commenced in
an erea covering 1,200 properties with a polythene sack bin liners
system. While the scheme was welcomed with enthusiasm, it was
found that there was a complete lack of co-operation in some places
and instead of having a four week trisl period, this was curtailed
to three weeks. There is little doubt that the present type of
dustbin will have to be replaced ultimately and in some cases,
particularly new properties, plastic holders and polythene liners
are being provided. This does not appear to cause any difficulty
when introduced in new properties but there seems to be opposition
if changes are attempted in existing services.

A new vehicle was purchased and came into service in December,
this was a Shelvoke & Orewry Fore and Aft Tipper and was purchased
for the purpose of being suitable for the removal of surplus refuse
under the Civic Amenities Act, 1967, also it can be used as a spare
vehicle. This service is given free and whilst it is a very great
asget, it is still difficult to understand why people will go to the
trouble to dump their surplus mattresses, bedsteads, etc., when they
can have the convenience of this particular service.

- 9_\_-.




In connection with the dumping of surplus materials, there are
certain advantages to be gained by providing large transportable
containers in warious selected spots. [Unfortunately, whilst in
theory this would seem to be an ideal solution, in practice it is
found that the amount of rubbish dumped around these containers and
the fires whiech are lighted in them by vandals, can be A bigger
nuisance than if the containers were not provided, consequently it
is almost impossible to give & satisfactory answer to this ever

growing problem.

It is pleasing to report that the collection and sale of waste
paper has been more than satisfactory, and as stated in last year's
report, the development of the new shopping facilifies has undoubtedly
been the main reason for the large amount of paper sold. It will be
seen from the table giving details of paper sold over 21 years, that
there has been a steady increase and there is no reascon why this should
not continue, unless paper and cardboard are replaced with plastic
materials.

The amount of salvage so0ld during 1970 was:-

Total Paper Salvage @ 789 tons £9,015.00

At the end of the Report there is a Table and graphs giving details
of the amount of waste paper sold during the pericd 1950-1970.

The number of dustbins renewed during the year was 426 which was
rather less than in 1969, but this could be offset with an increase in
the number of renewed dustbins in 1971. As was pointed out in 1969,
with regard to the number of inhabited houses in the district, something
like 650 dustbins per year would be required if a dustbin had an average
life of ten years.

(6) DISPOSAL OF REFUSE

Tipping was discontinued on the Warrington Road Site in October,
although the area in question could have been further utilised the
tipping would have been on land upon which a new roadway is proposed,
and after consultation with the Surveyor, it was agreed that tipped
material would be an unsatisfactory foundation for the proposed road.

Tipping was commenced on an area of land in Saxons Lane adjacent
to & site reclaimed by tipping several years ago. This is a very
difficult site due to water-logged land, watercourses and hidden springs
and is further aggravated by vandalism. Not only are the watercourses
blocked up; but the tip is constantly set on fire, conseguently people
who object to the tip being near to their homes feel they have a just
complaint from the nuisance which emanates from this vandalism, even
though it is an embarrassment to the Department, costs ratepayers money,
and disrupts the daily working of the tip.

Refuge is rapidly altering and more plastic and polythene materials
make up its content. It is a paradex that if cinders and other hardcore
are required for roadmaking, it is necessary to have to purchase them,
since solid material is conspicuous by its absence from refuse.

The amount of paper sold indicates a trend in the content of refuse
and as stated previously, should this be replaced by plastics, atc., the
situation would be most difficult.

There is no doubt that Authorities will have to consider means of
combining to provide some method of refuse treatment before disposal.
Not only will this give more hygienic means of disposal, but will
conserve the tipping sites and destroy materials which at present do
not lend themselves to destruction by decomposition. It does seem
that possibilities will arise if the suggestions for the re-organization
of Local Government by creating larger Authorities comes to fruition.

0=



(7) CANAL BOATS

There are 40 canal boats registered with the Authority.

(8) LICENSED CARAVAN SITES

The only area in Northwich used as a garavan site ip the one
used by Show people. This will ultimately be purchased by the
Council for re-development and although efforts have been made,
no alternative site has been obtained to resite these people.

There have been no unauthorised parking of caravans in the
district.

{9) CIVIC AMENITIES ACT 1967

Since this Act came into force, no real difficulties have
been experienced. Perhaps the reason is that prior to its
enactment, the Department always tried to encourage househelders
to notify the office of any surplus refuse and this has been
removed free of cost, The dumping of materials still continues,
as previously referred to, and provision at the entrances to the
tipe has been made for this purpese,

Arrangements have been made with local car breskers to remove
old wvehicles free of cost and this appears to work satisfacterily.
Possibly one extra expense is the clearing of sites when dumping
talkes place, which seem to get more untidy than was formerly the
case.

{10) PEST CONTROL

If one reflects to some 30 years ago, probably most of the
complaints in connection with vermin were those concerning bugs
and fleas, with the odd complaint of rats. Today there is a
complete reversal of the situation, this is probably due to a
more enlightened public and advance treatment of the various
types of vermin.

Unfortunately, although science has produced remedies for
dealing with vermin, nature has retaliated by producing strains
of vermin which have become resistant to the poisons. This is
particularly the case with rats and mice and since mice are
different in their eating habits to rats, mice are becoming quite
a problem to deal with. This position is also aggravated in
gertain types of new buildings, which have warm air ducts and
can provide excellent living quarters for mice and sometimes rats.

It has been possible, due to the amount of work carried out
by the Pest Control Assistant, to maintain contrel of rats and
mice, and several firms have contracts which provide regular
routine inspections, so that preventive treatment can be given.

Refuse tips new in use or previously used, are kept under
strict surveillance and treated when necessary for all infestations.

Treatment for insects is given when reguired except in the
case of ants, although in two exceptional cases treatment was
given. Advice i= given for ant infestations as it would not be
practical to treat all cases.

- -
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This trend of deep freezing is beginning to be practised in private
dwellings where people are deep freezing their own foods, This i=s
a practice which whilst it is very atiractive can also be wvery
dangerous if proper codes of practice are not carried out.

Deep freezing is a help in preserving food but should any faults
develop in the refrigeration unit, large quantities of food are often
rendered unsaleable and retailers are encouraged to surrender this
food, although at the time of surrender some of the food may not be
actually unfit, the risks of rapid decomposition de not justify
trying to save the small amount of money invelved.

(5) REGISTRATION OF PREMISES USED FOR THE MANUFACTURE, STORAGE OR
SALE OF FOOD UNDER SECTION 18 OF THE FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1955

: z
[Premises |, 404 to | Removed kn ooy on
- s Register | T8 lpegiater
egister 1970 1Re;ister 1970
196G 1970
Sale and storage of
Ice-Cream &l 7 - 71
Manufacture of Ice-Cream 1 - - b |
Manufacture of Preserved
Foods, etc., (Mainly
sausages, brawn and
potted meat) 13 - - 13
Fish Frying 10 -  — 10
TOTALS : B8 2 - 95

(6) SLAUGHTERHOUSES ACT 1958
THE SLAUGHTERHOUSES (HYGIENE) REGULATIONS 1958

The position in respect of slaughterhouses is still the same although
small improvements were carried out to improve the already existing high
standards. Regular inspections were made during the year by a Veterinary
Officer of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.

(7) MEAT INSPECTION REGULATIONS

A 100% meat inspection of all carcases and offal was maintained during
and immediately after slaughter. The normal hours of slaughtering are:-

f“iﬂlndﬂ,}" t-CI F.E'iﬂ!:f - E'-}D E...!'I!I.. t-ﬂ EIE p-m-
Saturday - P.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.
Sunday = HNHo slaughtering

although these times can be varied in the event of an emergency arising.
There is complete co-operation between the department and the meat trade
and no real difficulties arcse in the administration of these Regulations.
It will be noted that there has been an increase in slaughtering and

except for pigs the incidence of T.B. is none existant. I repeat as in
previcus years that the quality of meat slaughtered and sold in Northwich
iz of a very high standard, also the hygienic conditions are most
satisfactory. There is no doubt that for a small community, private
slaughterhouses can compare with large abatteirs. Various types of surface
finishes for slaughterhouses are being tried but the problem of finding
something which will stand up to steam, grease and water is very difficult.

- 20 -
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