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NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL.

REPORT OF THE COUNTY MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH FOR
THE YEARS ENDED 31sr DECEMBER, 1940 axnp 1941,

To THE CHAmRMAN axp MemeeErs or THE Cousry Couvxeln
0F NORTHUMEBERLAND.

Mi., CHAEMAN, My Lorns, LADIES ASD GESTLEMEN,

I beg to present the annual report for the years 1940 and 1941 in com-
bined ferm. This course has been adopted on account of the greatly
increased work in the Department owing to war conditions and also because
of the request of the Ministry of Health that annual reports, for the
present, should be considerably abbreviated.

The combined report has been drawn up on the lines indicated by the
Minister g]f Health in hiz Circulars Nos. 1961, 2067, 2314 and 2604,

DPr. W. F. J. Whitley retired from the position of County Medical Officer
on 20th Febroary, 1940,  Dr. Whitley was appointed in September, 1920,
During a period of nearly twenty years the work of the Health Department
steadily increased under hiz guidance, and the scope of all the health
services was very considerably expanded. Particular notice should be
ddirected to the great advance made in the Maternity and Child Welfare
Service, and to the manner in which Blind Welfare work was increased
and brought up to its present standard. The opening of Wooley Sanatorium
and the eastablishment of the County Dental Service were two of the
many developments of the work of the Department during Dr. Whitley's
tenure of office. He was succeeded by Dr. J. Walker,

Dr. A. Scott was appeinted as Medieal Superintendent of Wooley
sanatorinm on Ist January, 1941, in suceession to Dr. Canningham, whose
excellent work in that capacity had extended over thirteen vears.

The Department suffered a great loss in 1940 by the death of Mr. C,
Ward. Mr. Ward had been County Health Inspector since 1924 and his-
help and experience were greatly valued not only by his colleagnes but
by all with whom he came into contact.

Vital and Mortality Statistics,—The vital and mortality statistics of the
various county districts have been caleulated and are included in the
report.
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The variations in the principal county rates during recent

years

are indicated in the following table. The corresponding rates for England

and Wales are given for eomparison :—

| | 1 | |
| 1932 | 1933 | 1934 | 1935; 1936 1037 19838 1939 1 1940 | 1941
LiveBirth rate (per 1,000 : ! : ' !
living) Administrative | - | !
county . . 1594 156'42 1548 15 ﬁﬂl 15:26 1516 1500 14-80 15:00| 1507
England and Wales ... 153 144 | 148 \1¢7 | 148 149 | 151 150 | 146 | 142
General death rate (per | I
1,000 living) . |
Administrative county | 11-33 11-93 11-78 11-62 12:02 12-67 11-76 11-84 | 12:44| 12:84 |
England and Wales ... 120 | 123 118 117 7 | 127 12:4 | 116 121 | 143 | 12°9
Infant mortality rate (per | |
1,000 birtha) . '
Administrative county = 67 71 és (71 | 70 66 | 65 a9 74
England and Wales ... 65 64 58 | &7 | 59 a8 &4 T} i -
Zymotic death rate (per | : _ !
1,000 living) | Ryl . | |
Administrative county 025 031 I 043 0-32 030 026 0-31 020 017 | 025
England and Wales ... 033 029 034024 030 023 023 010 015]| 022
Death rate from Respir- ; |
atory Tuberculosis |
{per 1,000 living) . ; .
Administrative county 068 @ 0656 060 (063 0556| (54 040 052 | 0556 | 061
England and Wales ... 0°69 | 069 063 060 058 r38 055 053 | ‘058 | 060

| | |

The birth rate, having shewed a decline during each of the years from
1936 to 1939, inereased slightly during 1940, and a further slight increase

was rt'{:l:mled for the vear 1941,

The tendency towards a decrease in the general death rate, shewn during
the years 1938 and 1939, was not maintained ;: increases being recorded

clurm,g each of the vears 1940 and 1941.

The infant mortality rate shewed an inerease in 1940 and also a further
increase in 1941, the rate for the latter vear being the highest recorded

since 1931.

The death rate from zymotic diseases has shewn a gradual decline since
1938. The rate for 1940 was lower than that for 1939, and. although
the rate for 1941 was the highest recorded during the last three years,
it was, nevertheless, lower than that recorded in 1938. The absence of
any marked increase in these infectious diseases following upon the

evacuation of children into the county is worthy of note.

The death rate from respiratory tuberculosis showed an increase in 193%

compared with that for 1938 and a further increase in 1940 ;

the rate,

however, declined in 1941, being lower in that year than in either of the

two preceding vears.
Administration.

The official, technical and administrative staff consisted of :—

County Medical Officer .. W.PF.J. Whitley m.p.,

n.7P.H.,

F.R.S.E. (Retired F Ebnmry

20th, 1940).

J. Walker, a.B., CH.R.,
{Public Health), p.p.

.50,
(Ap-

pointed March 1st, 1940),

Deputy County Medieal Officer ... John B. Tilley, a.n.,

In.P.H.

B.HY.,



County Bacteriologist ... ... Andrew I. Messer, M.A., M.B.,
CH.B., D.P.H

Maternity and Child Welfare Officer
and Chief Supervisor of Midwives ... Janet M. Jamieson, M.B.,
CH.B., D.P.H.

County Tuberculosis Officer (Clinical) Francis L. Moore, M.8., CH.B.

The Medical Superintendent of the
Council’s Sanatorium at Wuule},
and Tuberculosis Officer ... .. Robert Cunningham, a.m.,
CH.E., D.B.H. (Resigned
December, 1944)),
ALEX. S00TT, M.B.. CH.B.
{Commenced Joanuary, 1941).
Senior Assistant School Medical
Officer ... ... Wm. J. Pierce, M.B., CH.B.,
D.PH.

Resident Medical Officer, Dilston Hall _
Emergency Maternity Hospital ... Donald 3, Greig, M.p.,
AMLR.CLOG
Assistant County Medical Officer and
Infant Welfare Centre M.O. ... 0'Connell O’'SBullivan, .«
M.E., CH.B., B.A.O.

Do. do. <. Mary W. Dewell, m.5., B.5.

Do. do. ... Anna M. Reid, M.B., CH.B.,
D.P.H.

Do. do. ... Edna T. Everdell, ».n., BS.,

B.HY., D.P.H. -
Assistant County Medical Officer ... *John A. Smail, M.B., CH.B.

Do. vee Grahame Patton, L.R.C.P. &
2.1., D.F.H.

Assistant County Bacteriologist ... Eleanor J. M. Anderson, ru.p.

Assistant Medical Superintendent of
the Council's SBanatorium at

Wooley... ... J. P. Parkinson, ».B., B.5.
Thoracic Surgeon ... *Geo. Alex. Mason, M.B., B.5.,
F.R.C.S.
Orthopaedic Surgeon ... ... "William Mackenzie, r.R.c.s.p.
Ophthalmic Surgeon ... ... "Alexander Macrae, M.B., CH.B.,
D.0.M. 5.
Do, .. *Margaret Ranken, M.B., B.5.
Da. voo FArthur T. Paterson, M.p., F.R.C.5.
Senior Dental Officer ... ... Arncld E. Robinson, L.D.s.
Dental Officer ... ... Catherine M. Anderson, L.D.5.
Do. ... Frederick J. Gilbertson, L.D.s.
Do. ... 'Thomas A. Ireland, r.p.s.
Do. .. Wm. J. Irvine, L.D.5.
Do. T ... TErnest M. Pickering, 1.D.5.
Do. ... TFrank E. Street, r.p.5.

* Part-time.
t0n Active Serviee,



Dental Officer ... ...

Do,

.

e,

Do, -
Also seven female dental attendants.
County Health Inspectors

Chief Clerk
Acting County Analyst

o,

Matron of the Council's Sanatorium
at Wooley

Superintendent Health Visitor

* Part-time.
t On Active Service.

Walter P. Neilson, L.D.s.

.. TJohn Stewart, L.n.5,
. ¥N. Andrews Walker, L.p.s.

John L. Hayes, L.n.5
James . Christie, L.D.5.

Chas. Ward, c.B.3. Inst., Cert.
M. & F., M.8.LA. (Deceased
December, 1940).

James Atkinson, c.r.s. Inst.,
M.5.1.A.

E. T. I'Anson.

. *H. C. L. Bloxam, Fr.J.C.

( Deceased),

. *C. J. H. Stock (Appointed

: Oetober, 1940).

Catherine Connar, S.R.N.

Hannah Weir, M.BE, SR.N,
8.0.M., H.¥. Cert., B.5.1.,, 8.1.,
Cert. R.S.1., Maternity and
Child Welfare Cert.

I am, my Lords, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
JoEsy B, Tiairy,

December, 1943,

County Medical Officer.

THE ADMINISTRATIVE COUNTY.

AREA.

There was no change in the boundaries of the Administrative County

during 1940 and 1941.

POPULATION.

The population of the Administrative County according to the mid-yvear
estimate of the Registrar General for the years 1940 and 1941 is shown

in the following table.

The population at the 1931 census, as revised through the changes in

boundary, was 404,608,

i i
Year. | Boroughs and Urban Rural Administrative
il Yistricts. Districts. County.
19410 FOG, B0 1Ok, 500 411,400
19441 302,820 1004, 30D 407,120




]

RaTEanLE VALUE.

The rateable value as at April 1st, 1940, was £2,251,660, and the produce

of a 1d. rate for the yvear ended March 31st, 1941, £8,827,

The corresponding figures for 1941 were £2,284,522 and £8,868.

Borovens, Ursax axp Burarn Distriers axp Porr Heavrn

AUTHORITIES.

The division of the County for sanitary administration during each of
the vears 1940 and 1941 was the same as obtained at the end of 1939.

VITAL axp MORTALITY STATIATION,

The following table shows the principal vital and mortality statistics
of the Administrative County during 1940 and 1941, and for comparison,
the available rates for England and Wales are given.

1940. 1941,
| Rate per | England | | Rate per | England
| Number. = 1,000 pop. | and Wales. Number. | 1.000 pop. [ and Walea,
: 2 i |

Births El-i'i'ﬁ] 6,172 L300 14.1 | G, 138 15.07 i 14.2
Do, (Stilly ... R S (.66 0.55 i 212 0.52 | 0.650
Deaths... ... 5,119 12.44 143 | 528 1288 | 129
*[nfant Deaths 371 I oo | A 74 | @i
Small-pox ... — s — e L
Enteric Fever ) 0012 - | H 0.007 —
Measles R 0.017 00e | A 0.012 0.03
dcarlet. Fever. .. 3 0.007 _— - 5 ooeE || =
Diphtherla ... ... 27 0.063 0.06 45 0110 | 047
Whooping Cough ... ) 0,004 0.02 20 0071 | 0.06
* Diarrhoea & Enteritis |
(under 2 vears) ... 26 4.21 4.6 18 2.093 i 5.1
Bﬁpi.mtcry IYizeases ol 1.358 | - G40 1.34 J e
Influenxs 67 016 | 0.3z Ho 0.12 i 014
* Rate per 1,000 Births.
For the year 1939 the comparative figures were as follows :—
3 . 35 LT
~ Number. Rate per 1,000 England
I | Population. and Wales.
I . % 51
I 5
Births (Live) o 6,006 14.80 4.9
Do. (Still) .. 265 .64 (0,59
Deaths ... ... .| 4,883 | 11.84 12.1
*Infant Deaths ... i 335 | 56 50
Small-pox ! —_— | _— —
Enteric Fever ... = 3 I 0.007 —_
Measles ... .o 1 | ﬂ;[}{}‘_ﬁ’ 0.01
Searlet Fever i 5] 0.012 (.01
Diphtheria o o 43 0.104 (.05
Whooping Cough i 15 0.036 0.03
*Diarrhoea and Enteritis i
(Under 2 years) 3 18 = 0.043 4.5
Respiratory Diseases ... |37 | 0.81 —
Influenza... e 45 0.10 0.22

-

* Rate per 1,0MM Hirtha,
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The diseases causing the greatest mortality in the Administrative County
during 1940 :md Hlil were as fﬂ"ﬂws T

— — —_—

1940, 1941.
| | |
Disease. No.of | Percentage No. of Percentage
deaths. | of total deaths. -| of total
i deaths. i | deaths,
SRR Pallena g ¥, =0 e |
| |
Heart Disease ... 1,190 [ 23.25 1,216 | 23.24
Cancer ... o Gds 12.66 (i1 i 12.54
Intracranial vas- ;

cular lesion ... a4 i 11.02 S8 9.71
Other Cirenlatory - .

Diseases i 153 2.60 186 . .55
Bronchitis o 204 | 3.74 206 ' a3.08
Tuberculosis ghe 284 | 300 259 +.95
Pnenmonia i85 | 3.61 218 i 4.16
Nephritis ... 206 4.02 171 3.26

|
| 3504 | 6845 3,480 | 66.49

. e el e e e =

The above-named eight diseases were responsible for more than half
the deaths in the Administrative County.

IDEATHS UNDER 9 YEARS AND AT HD YEARS AND UPWARDS.

The rate per 1,000 population for each of the years 1940 and 1941 were
as follows :—

— == m—— ————

I 1940, 1941.
| Under 5 | 65 years and | Under 5 | 65 years and
| years. E npwards. vears. | upwards.
Administrative County 15 i 6.29 1.45 | .41
Urban Dastricts 12 f.11 1.G3 6.15
Rural Districts ‘ (.88 6.82 | 0.93 | 7.04
CANOER.

The following table indieates the proportion of deaths from Cancer to
deaths from all causes during the five years 1937-1941 inclusive.

The regional radium centre in this area is at the Royal Victoria Infirmary,
Neweastle-on-Tyne, which is a voluntary institution ; the County Council
has made arrangements for the treatment there of in- -patients and also
defrays the cost of travelling of both in-patients and out-patients attending
the centre.
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

Notifications of infections diseases received during the
1941 under Section 17 (3) of the Sanitary Officers (Outside

1935, are shown below - —

yvears 1940 and
TLondon) Order,

]

—

1040, | 1941,
| 1 [
b | [ 2 | . - ER
- = | | = | = o | b
| [ B E % | = | A | & = | il g Il 3 . & |

e I I R

DSTRICTS. 2lEimig |22 2122 L5 Ble |2 El 2|5 e

=leig|2 (208 2|8|=/E (2le|glE 2|5 B |5|¢F |5

ES,:;.EIE'&fiEﬁ:—.EE%E_E.'?l‘-?!glgf‘“

®| 28|82 & o | e (=8 |E|&|a|H =| k

82|27 12l 1°18 % &[] |
12 I | £ ! E | | Z
i i |
r | | | | | | I
Bopoughs, | | R | - |2
Berwick-on-Tweed | — | 45| 3| 4| 12 3| 280] 10| -| 30|l - | s| 5| 23 5 2 200 s of 72
BElyth E -| 25 .F,E 44 15 7350 60| o) 05| - | —| 25| 200!323] o' o4 40| 6] TOB
Morpeth ... = &5 & 118 193] 10] -| 2@ - | 4 2 186 3 6 5 8 1 #
Wallzend £l B A T 321 61 13| 445 74| 5 675| - | 2| 46 365 mi 9 303131 4| 006
Uiefnere Ihisfricts. | 1 | ! | ' |

Alwick ... ..l-| - o 1 2 1] a9l 3 - sof - | 5 4 y 4 o4 - - 4 44
Amble - o o f 1) {162l 2 1 166 - | _| 4 1717 2 18~ 1| 59
Ashington. . 18 28| - 8| 11)lons| 13 31097 - | o 88| 99 5 6 48 16| 1| 215
Bedlingtonshire ... — | 8 34| - 28 8| 856/ 44| 8| 986/ - | 3| 21| 184 21 4 00 18 5| 344
Gosforth =1 ) as| 5ol s 15| 322) 41] 2| 460! - | 2| 13| 127) 10| 7 115, 81} 1| 304
Hexham ... - -1 11 - 101 4 212 1y - 24T = | = 20| 38 820 1| 46| 14 1§ 203
Longhenton 1 =1 1| 18| 28] 80| e| 378! 15] 3| 488} - | _| 28| ao| 77| 6| 87 | 2y 1| 982
Newhiggin-liv- “the ‘ : 'l '

Sen J=| 68 13 1| 3| 1| 330 43} 3! 40D - al 1 G0 F| 5 TO 46 = 200
Newburn ... .|~ | 8| 21| 7| 6 10| 286 40| 4! .ﬁ?i - | 3| 22| o8 43 5| 35 28 a| 238
Prudhos .. =1 =t 8 | % ~1 57 1| - 83| - | - 7| 78 28] 3| 84 B -| 183
Seaton Valley  ...0 - | 2f 48 28] 77| 1 665 9 4] 840 = |2 27 128 70 6 1000 10| 4 3d2
Whitley amd | | I [ | |

Monkseaton | { 15} 77{ 38! 11! 148 35| 2! ses! - | | 22| 72| 37| 11f 247| 32 o 4us

| | |
teeral Diatiicis, I ! | | | i :
Alnwiek . o 4l 1 3 = B A al seft - 8l 4 S8 8.1 sghgg o0l g
Belford .. =1 =30l 1f 2 1l osian] 3}1ze) -! - af- =28/ 2 - moj 12 1| 166
Bellingham vl = LB CBE 4] = 38 3| = ol - B 10 4 = R R B
Castle Ward | =| 8 23| 18 5. 48 0 2 108 - 16| B[ 122 18] - g1l 11| 1] 257
Glendale .. d-=1 32 § 8 1 vuae) -ass - | - oe sy oa 1| aa 7 o 197
Haltwhisile BFEE| I e [T (| e R | [ L e [ L S B e T
Hexham 1| 17| 11] 16, 2 170] 14| 11 242\ - | 7| 11| 59 18] 7 01 17| 17| 232
Muorpeth = 8l 11| o 31| & 512 o] 3/ 577l - | & &0 T2l 13 @ 100! 19) 1| 264
Norham and il . ! { I | T

Istandahires ... - | 100 5| 1 - 1l1oe] | 2 asal| - 24| & 20 1} - 30| 1| -| 50

Rothbary... || | 18| 11| s| 2 122| 8 1 lihs!!—g 1 - 58 3 9 30 8 - 100
o S s B Lol s e
TorTaLs | lﬁi!t-l[m 25 »L..:-s uu T467 a:¢2| msuu , n:smi:a11a£=n:¢7';m7 1853 :;m'l 5350038

The attack rates, per 1,000 pﬂi:ulabiun for each of the yvears under review

Were as fullﬂua P—

Urban Districts
Rural Districts. .. ;
Administrative County

1940. | 1941.
-25.23 15.29
16.23 13.04

22,94 | 14.72

fynioric DisEasEs.

The Zymotic diseases which are generally notifiable are Small-pox,
Scarlatina, lJ:li\ht-hana Fevers (Typhus, Typhoid, Paratyphoid and ]égn

tinued and Re

apsing).® The seven principal Zymotic diseases upon which
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the Zymotic death rate is caleulated, are the four just mentioned, and in
addition, Whooping Cough, Measles and Diarrhoea and Enteritis (under
two years).

The number of deaths, and the death rates per 1,000 of the population,
from the seven principal Zymotic dizeases during each of the years 1940
and 1941, and, for purposes of comparison the vear 1939, are given below —

1941. L 1940. | 1939

—_——— =

Rate. No. KHate,

e — e oo o

No. | Bate. | o,

|
X |
Urban Districts... PR L1 5 |

Administrative County.. i 105

(.30 62 020 | 73 0.23
Rural Districts... ...} 12 1 1 T S R T i | 0.12
0.25 70 | 017 | 85 0.20

|

e —

The Zymotic diseases which caused the greatest mortality were :—

Mumber of Deaths.

hisenses, !
idl. o Cinan | 1939,

|
Diphtheria 45 27 43

[Marrhoea and hnt.ﬂ lt:a [undﬂ i
two years) 1% 26 I8
Whooping Cough 29 - ! 15
Measles ... - i} -—

Az Diarrhoea and Enteritis is not generally notifiable no information
can be given as to the number of cases which ocenrred.

The following table shows the death rates per 1,000 living from each
of the seven principal Zymotic diseases during the seven years ended
December 31st. 1941 - —

Disenses. 1935, | 1936. | 1087. | 1038, | 1030, | 1940, | 1941,
- I - T S | —
it b 3 2] S (e

Small-pox ... o] DL P ODNEL | OONNEL | Nl Wil | Ml | oMl

Scarlatina . o 0087 | r005 . 00015 00017 | 0°012 | 0007 | 0r012

Diphtheria o108 00093 0051 | 00108 | Or14 00065 | 1110

Typhoid & | Nil. | 00005 00015| 0:005 | 0007 0012 | 0:007
Paratyphoid : _

Measles .. L 0042 | 0059 0041 | 0046 | 0-002 0017 | 0°012

Whooping C ﬂugh | 0056 | 0022 0054 L0069 | 0036 O U(l4| 071
Diarcheak l'..nl.-Prllw (ru8L| Or11s 0083 0071 0043 ﬂ[ll'.r3| 044
(nnder 2 years) | | I i

Cerebro-spinal Meningitis.—116 Cases were reported during 1940 and 107
during 1941. Twenty-five deaths occurred in 1940 and 21 in 1941.

Encephalitis Lethargica.—Two cases were notified in 1940 and 1 in 1941,

Polio-encephalitis—One case was reported in 1940, no case was reported
in 1941. :
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Poliomyelitis,.—Three notifications were received in 1940 and 5 in 1941.

The total number of deaths reported from the three last-mentioned was
9 in 1940 and 12 in 1941.

Chicken-pox was reported from 9 Sanitary distriets in 1940 and from

3 in 1041.

Dysentery.—Thirty-three cases were reported in 1940 from 8 Sanitary
districts, in 1941 7 districts reported a total of 67 cases.

In the following table are shewn the number of deaths and death rates
and the number of notifications and attack rates, per 1,000 of the population
in relation to the principal Zymotic diseases and also to Respiratory
diseases (excluding Tuberculosis), Influenza and Puerperal Sepsis, during

Searled Ferver. |
Orban District= 2
Raural Districis J
Adminigirative Con ||t ¥

Tuphoid and Pare-
typhord ferers
Erteric).
Urban Districts
Rural IMatricts -
Administrative County

Triphiherioa, |
Urban Districts cee|
Rural Dvistricts ’
Administrative mmt:.

Wegsles.
Urban Districts
Rural Districts
Administrative County|

Whooping Cough.
Urbhan Districts
Bural Districts .
Administrative ("mml}

Migrrkoea and FEoferitiz |
uder 2 years). !

Urban IMstricts

Rural IMstricts o

Adminigtrative Connty

Hespiratory Dizseases
{other than
Tubreulasiz),

Lirban D¥stricts
Bural Districts

Administrative L-uuu.t-} §

Fafluenza,
Urban Districts
Rural Districts il
Admintstrative County

Puerperal Pyrexio,
Urban Districts
Rural Districts

__Administrative County

1941, 1940, | L9130,
Ihenths, ‘!‘iulqﬂv : Ireaths. ‘kntlli- :IJMtIm "«tuniﬂﬂu-
tiems ﬂmm | tions
" %o, |llute N | ¥o. | Rate. Yo, Rate. | No. Emmt«-. .| No. | Rate.
P e e : -
| el e o ]
500016 | 202 | 0.96 2 0006 | 200 | 003 | 5 |o016 | 716 | 228
= 84 | 0.FED 1 {0000 118 | 112 || = | — |agg| 2.08
b Iﬂ.ulz 376 | 002 3 lD.ﬂDF 408 089 || 5 0012 | pie | 2.22
[~ | 5
| s | '-
1 | 000% | 25 | 008 v 0018 148 6 | 2 0006 | 1m | DO0B
2100190 46 | 0.4 - 26 | 024 || L |0wo10| 4| D.04
8 | 0.007 | 71 | 017 5 (002|188 ! 0.1 || 3 | 0.007 | 22 | 0.0
| | | | | ! |
| | | | ]
42 | 018 778 | 2.56 25 | 0081 | 345 112 || 42| oas a0 | 264
3| o02| 59| 050 20010 a2 079 | 1| por{iqi7y L18
45 | 011 | 837 | 205 || 27 |o0es a2 | L.04 || 43| pao| o7 | 220
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TARLE 3.

TueercvLosis Meax Morravity Rates per 100,000 LIviNG.
For e Two QuiNgueENNIAL Poriops 1931 7o 1935 axp 1936 To 1940.

Adminis- | -
Years. tr;mtliri"'f . _Urban Rural
County. | Distriets. | Districts.
il e e e e e e e e e e e et e e . __I_ __I
Respiratory (1936/1940) 51 TR B T
Tuberculosis (1931/1935) B4 41 53
Other Tuberculous {1936,1940) 16 16 14
Diseases (1931/1935) 22 ‘ 29 18
Tuberculosis (all F(1936/1940) G7 71 54
forms) (1931/1935) S6 g 91 7l

The mean death rates from Respiratory Tuberculosis in the Administra-
tive County during each of the quinguennial periods 1931/35 and 1936/40,
are greater than those Tecorded from all the diseases arising from the seven
principal Zymotic diseases which showed mean rates of 34 and 27 respec-
tively per 100,000 living.

ADMINISTRATION.

For convenience, the following data is given categorically in order to
meet the requirements of the Ministry of Health :—

Public Health (Prevention of Tuberculcsis) Regulations, 1925.—Following
upon an application by the County Council, authority for enforcing these
Regulations, within the avea of the administrative county, was given to
the County Council through the medium of the County of Buckingham
(Prevention of Tuberculosis) Order, 1926, It was not found necessary to
take any action under the Regulations during the year.

Public Health Act, 1936, Section. 172.—No action was found to be necessary
during the year. J
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BETURY SHOWING THE WORK OF THE IISPEXSARIES DURING THE vEAR 1940,

PULMONARY, NON-PULMONARY | ToTAL.
| GRAND
IMAGKOSIS, Adulta. Children. | Adualts, [Children.  Aduolts. Children.
I . { _ | Torar.,
M. | F. CHEAEAE AT AN
Tt e E A l__ e e
A —NEW Cases examined during,
the year (excluding contacts):! |
(a) Definitely tuberculous .00 | 75| 2 10| s 6 13 8 lUH 81 15 | 18| 22
(&) IHMagnosis not completed ... —— [ — | . - | — = | - l{i | LI T o
{e) Won-tuberculonus ... | . ' li-" : 15!4 llu Gin | Gl L]
I 0N TACTS examined :Iurim the | | ’ i
vear :— fici|
(i) L'lcflnlt-n'l:-: tuberculons 5 - 4 | 4 g | { 2 ! 30 41 610 23
() Diagnosis not completed e [T e e — | &l & L i
i) Non-tuberculous — | - | | — | —| — 19 | 356 | 32 | 42 128
C.-—CASES written off t-in Dispen-| | | I ! | I | . i
sary Regisier as - | { | i : | |
{m) Recovered .. N - L T S T (S - L 6 [ T = TR T2
by "{-un-l.lllmnulmh (ineluding [ | [
any =uch cazes previeasly| | | [
diagnosed and entered  on | - i
the Dispensary Hegister as | | | |
tubercalous)y ... S e e ‘ | P e - (220 144 : 85 104 o
D.—-NUMBER oF CASES on Lliujucnai ! : . i
gary Hegister on Slst ee-| | ] | |
ember ;-— | f | | | |
{a) Delinitely tabereulous Loare 318 (118 (125 | 23 | a8 104 (106 S0k ‘i-ii{l ' S22l | 1, lm}
(b)) Diagnosis not completed | o Ml I T B e 1 i3 b |
1. Number of cases on Dispensary Register on 1st January... e 1,261

2. Number of cases transferred from other areas and cases returned
after discharge under Head 3 in previous years e 48

3. Number of cases transferred to other aveas, cases not desiring
furthm assistance under the tuberculosis scheme, and cases
*“ lost sight of * ... f MR [

4. Cases written off during the year as [}ea.d {all causes) ... e 102
3. Number of attendances at the Dispensary (including Contacts)... 2,084

. Number of ** Recovered " cases restored to Ulapenmr}r E.egmter
and included in A (g) and A (b) above... - 3

7. Number of “ T.B. plus™ cases on Dm]m:lmwy Hﬂgmt-erl' on 3lst
December ... -
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RETURN SHOWING THE WORK OF THE DISPENSARIES DURING THE YEAR 1941,

PULMOXARY. NoN-PULMORARY. ToTAL.
T R e i ik GFRAND
DIAGROSIE, Adults. Children.| Adults. (Children. | Adults. Children.
: | | TOPAT
w(p |wr|n|r|M|F |0 F. M| F |
‘ | | ! il kel e n i
A —NEW Cases examined during |
the vear (excluding contacts): {
() Definitely tuberculous 10% | G¥ 4 T o 0y ] 112 | 76 | 183 | 04 21h
i) DHagnosls not mmpl&mﬂ — | — | - — | —|—=|— %611 {11 | 10 B8
{¢) Non-tuberculons —_ = — — | — | — | — [222 1128 | 80 | 7D 8
B —CoXTacTs examined during the I , | 5
year ;— i ' ! |
(o) Definitely tuberoulons aofll o [ Fl=|=] = | == 2 2 1 gl ]| i
i) Diagnosis not complated ... = | = | = | == | == | o | o | 1 a) 1| &| 1]
() Non-tuberculous = === = === 1|26 | D | 10 | 1
—CasEs written off the Dispen- ' EIS | : (A [
gary Register as :— | ! . ! | i
() Hecovered .. 15 |14 |16 |26 | — | — |16 | 7|15 14 | 32| 23 | 24
(B} Non-tuberculons {Includl'ng [ | i
any =such ecasex previously |
diagnosed and entered on |
the Dispensary HRegister as | | i
tuberculouz) ... ] i s | s | ol i (249 1158 | 77 | 01 aTh
- -NUMBER oF CASER on Dispen- | |
sary Register on Sl1st Dec- !
EH:Ii.IEI‘ — | i | |
© () Definitely tuberculous — ...|382 318 | 00 105 | 23 | 39 | 82 t!nl 405 (36T 181 {188 | 1,182
(&) Diagnosiz not completed ... — | — } | | e } - | e 14| o) 8|1 42
i | | -
1. Number of cazes on Dispensary Register on st January... 1,220
2. Number of cases transferred from other areag and cases returned
after discharge under Head 3 in previous vears 73
3. Number of cases transferred to other areas, cases not desiring
further assistance under the tuberculosis scheme, and cases
“lost sight of 195
4. Uases written off during the year as Dead (all causes) 107
5. Number of attendances at the Dispensary (including Contacts)... 2,308
. Number of * R-ecuvared cases restored to Dispensary liegtatar
and included in A (a) and A (b) above o 3
7. Number of “T.B. plus " cases on Dispensary Register on 31st
December . 426

In connection with the Dispensaries, the following X-ray photographs
were taken and artificial pneumothorax refills carried out during the yvears

1940 and 1941 :—

X-rays —
Dr. W. H. Dicki

1nson

Hexham War Memorial Huspltﬂl

Artificial Pneumothorax Refills :—

Dr. W.

H. Dickinson

1940. 1941.
84 a5
119 162
912 L |
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ResmmeENTIAL TREATMENT.
WaooLEY SANATORIUM,

| i

| Year 1940, | Year 1941,
| XNon- Non- | B
| Civilian. | Civilian. | Total. | Ciwvilian. | Civilian. | Total.
| : :
Adwiizsions ... i vy 24T 67 | 314 211 8 219
Drizcharges ... o - i 265 224 | 9 235
l;lummnt i i Al 12 | i a1 | 2 43
proved 53 48 | 10 105 5 113
‘-"Ef.] mul:erial |||1|1mwmm|t 42 g | 45 45 1 46
ried a7 1 HE i e 15
Doubtful .. S == == 1 = 1
Not vet nllm.mmul — - e il - L
Non-Tuberculous 14 | 3 19 15 | 1 16
~ P UG ] I I |
i Year 1940, ! Year I:i]_lil,
| M. | P. | Total, | M. | F. | Total
Patients at beginning of year. j g2 | 40 122 .| a5 | 70 | 186
Patients at end of vear | %8 70 155 | 84 60 | 144
Treatment.

Treatment was continued during each of the years 1940 and 1941 on
the usual lines of bed rest, graduated exercise and oceupational therapy,

supplemented in appropriate cases by collapse therapy.

19410,

Artificial Pneumothorax Induced — 41
g % Refills (In- pat.mnts} s AL 1ET

»w  (Out- pa.t.mnt.a} ; 130

[Dn dlacharge cases were handed over to Dr. Dmkmsr:rn].
X.rays—In-patients s wi s e G832
Out-patients 8

Thoracic Surgery.

1941.
38
1,337
115

669

The following operations were performed on Sanatorium patients at the
Hexham Hml;ltal during each of the years 1940 and 1941 by Mr. George
C.5.

Bronchoscopy - S
Direct drainage of mvlw 'IJ» Monaldi's ta-:hmqua

A. Mason, F
1840,
Thoracoscopy . et s 19
Thoracoplasty {Supp}mnent-au,] 1
(Secondary) 3
(st Stage) 1
(2nd Stage) f
Thoracolysis... s i 2
Thoracotomy i S 1
i with drainage 2
it and closed drainage 1
Korrectplasty o o 1
Adhesion Division ... . ]
Pneumolysis 1
Phrenic Crush 1
Phrenic Evulsion ... 2
Curetting of Tibia... 1

1941.

—~—lenlel || ]wsl -a



18

Dendal Services.

Number of Sessions
Number of attendances

Preston Hospital.

Patients receiving Institutional Treatment :—
At beginning of year
At eng of year

Total Mumber of Patients who rr;,-n(-w(*d treatment

during the year. .
Total Number of I'nt.wnt d:lvs

Thildren’s Sanalorium.

Children receiving Institutional Treatment ;—
At beginning of vear
At end of year ... iis

Total Number of Children who renewed Treat.mant

during the year. bz
Total Number of I":ltlf"!'l.t- d:w%

CousTY LABORATORY.

1944,

24
438

1940,
23
20

69
7,234

4
83

175

. 34,004

Dr. A. 1. Messer, County Bacteriologist, has submitted his re
the work carried out at the County Laboratory during each
under review. A summary of these reports is appended :—

Total number of reports furnished on specimens

submitted for examination ...

Analysis. -
Tuberculosis examinations.

Microscopical.
Sputum a2
Others ...

Biological.
Sputum
Others ...

Caltural,
Sputum
Others ...

Diphtheria, ele.

Swabs from throat, nose, ete., for B.Diphtheria

Swahs for Hﬂfﬂ'j(]-h’hﬂ Qtrept.m:ﬁﬂcl
Others ... - e cas

Enteric Fevers, ﬂy&ﬂntrry, ele.
Blood for agglutination
Faeces and urine o
Others ... A

Meningitis,
Cerebro-spinal fluid ...
Post nasal swabs ...

Miscellaneows Specimenas.
Not otherwise classified

1940,

21,002

1,791

al

14
31

385
13

5,377
1,219

503
1,191
43

37
it

259

of

1941.

22
415

1941.

85
63

140
28,801

worts upon
the years

]ﬂ-’“.

25,620

1,636
T

13
41

10,802
!,3!1:
220

197
399
28

ik
28

336
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¢ table shews the number of certain pathological specimens

received from the various administrative districts, etc., in the county
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1940, 1941.
Venereal IMseases.
Total specimens examined 7,330 7,988
Distributed as follows :—
On behalf of Joint Committee's Clinie .. 3,051 3,959
For hospitals and other institutions e 3414 3,126
For private practitioners ... B 903
Analysia.
Syphilis 6,580 6,976
Gonorrhoea ... e il 1,012
A detailed disgtribution of the specimens is shown in the following table :—
— JORRT | | 'S Fir
COMMITTER R COUNTY. Crry.
) [ _ T
R Hospitals and I"rh utE .;:npil,nls uml E']'I\fn:,e

(1T 14941 Institutions. Practitioners, Institations. Practitioners,

1940 | 1941 1940 | 1941 | 1940 1941 1940 | 1941

- —_— e

— — 1 e SR [ e

0 42 78 1 =) ey
| 439 Bhg 202 | 880 | 1,009 | 170 | 178
i a346 125 1HE 785 013 | 148 |

Micro S3p. pallida = = 1
Micro Gonococel i . = 4
Blood Wassermann ...| 1.375 | 1,701 ﬂ3§

5]

ToraLs .. 3051 | 3,050 | 1556 | 834 | 464 | 401 1,858 | 2,272 | 401 | 412

S F—1
— {

Blood M.E.R.IL - 1,080 [ 1,452 ali i 140
C.8.F. Wassermann __ 3 53 ap| 27 3 1 121 24| — | —
Peritoneal Fluid W.R. = — —_ — - — — i —_ ] —
(. 8.F. Goldzol, ete. .. s a3 1| 7 1 3 a | 15 | )
Blood G.eft. ... o1l 00 13 | 26

25 20 i 110 | 28 ! a0
|

1640, 1941.
Milk— Examination of samples.
For Cleanliness Test {H&fhylme Blue and B.
coli) ... : 1,662 1,197
Classified as follows —
Ordinary milks e Bd] GS0
Designated milks ... 1,017 546
sSterilized milks 4 1
Districts from which the above samples were received :—
County Health Departnlent 1,022 484
B] rth e 67 36
Horpet,h Humugh —_ 36
Amble ... = B a2
Ashington a6 82
Bedlingten 21 21
Gosforth ... 14 24
Longbenton iy 41 52
Newbiggin 3 11
Newburn ... 76 45
Prudhoe ... 14 —
Seaton Valley ... D4 47
Whitley and Monkseaton Lo 116 186
Alnwick Rural ... 5 5 1
Bellingham 7 7y
Castle Ward —_ « By
Hexham Rural ... S 12 )

Morpeth Bural ... 70 62
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1940. 1941,
For B. Tuberculosis 677 1,019
Districts from which the above samples were received :—
County Health Depa,rtment- 143 301
Blyth ... : 11 30
Morpeth Hﬂrﬂugh o — 29
Wallsend . i 4 T
Amble ... 2 1 —
Ashington 47 71
Bedlington 8 29
Gosforth ... — 8
Longbenton 23 38
Newbiggin 8 8
Newburn . 35 27
Seaton t’allw 2% 13
Whitley and Monlkseaton H6 177
Bellingham I =
Castle Ward — 16
Hexham Rural ... — 5
Morpeth Rural ... : 49 48
Ministry of "hgrmu]ture 231 212
Water.—Samples examined ... 247 275
Distriets from which the above samples were received —
County Health I}epnrtment- 16 2
Blyth 13 32
Morpeth Bﬂ-mugh 26 12
Ashington 16 22
Bedlington - 1
Gosforth ... : —_ 1
Hexham Urban . 34 26
Longbenton 5 2 sgs 1 2
Newbiggin 7 4
Prudhoe ... 2 34
Seaton Valley ... 1 4
Whitley and I'r[nnlmmtnn i — 4
Alnwick Rural ... 23 12
Belford ... 2 1
Bellingham Gia iis 2 T 10
Castle Ward 23 24
Glendale ... 4+ 11
Hexham Rural . 16 15
Morpeth Rural ... 45 406
Norham and [s]andshmes 5 2
Rothbury... 2 7
R.AF. .. 3 1 —
Sewage Effluent examinations 7 —

Foon INSPECTION.

The examination of milk samples from dairy herds for the detection of
Tuberculosis has been continued during the years 1940 and 1941.

The number of samples tested for the year 1940 was 446, and during
1941 the number tested was 791, making a total for the two years of 1,237.
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Tubercle bacilli were found to be present in 101 samples (8.16%) and
as a result of investigations of the herds producing the infected milk 64
animals were destroved after being proved to be effected. The infeeting
animal was thus discovered in 63.369; of the affected herds.

Milk (Special Designations) Ordsr, 1936.

The number of licenses issued during the years 1940 and 1941 under
the provisions of the above Order were as follows :—

Year Year
19440, 1941,
“ Tuberenlin Tested ™ (Certified) 18 19
“ Tubereulin Tested ™ (Bulk) ... ] 13
* Accredited ' 195 188

Of these 23 hold a certificate of attestation from the Minister of Agri-
culture.
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IsonaTion Hosprrars, Instrrurion HoSPITALS AND
VorLuxTany HospiTars.

During 1938 the Factory Point Hospital belonging to the Blyth Cor-
lmrat.ion' was closed down and eases from Blyth requiring treatment or
isolation, sent to the Wallsend Isolation Hospital under the Earsdon .Joint
Hospital Board. Some cases, however, continued to be treated at the
Blyth Port Health Authority's Hospital pending more accommodation
being available at Wallsend.

In October, 1941, the South East Northumberland Joint Hospital
Board, of which the Morpeth Rural District is a constituent, was formed,
and cases of infections disease requiring hospital treatment, which had
previously been removed to the Uity Hospital for Infections Diseases at
Walkergate, or the Hospital for Tnfections Diseases at Ashington, were
removed to one or other of the hospitals based by the Board at Ashington,
Bedlington or Morpeth.

Apart from above the isolation hospital accommodation remained,
generally, the same as during the vear 1938, details of which are outlined
in the annual report for that year.

The County Council in 1939 came to an arrangement with the Newcastle
Corporation whereby patients belonging to the County are provided for
at the Newecastle General Hospital or the Shotley Bridge Emergency
Hospital. During the year 1940, 63 County patients (45 male and 18
female), received hospital treatment under the arrangement, and during
the year 1941, 96 (68 male and 28 female).

The accommodation in the voluntary hospitals in the County remained
approximately the same as was shown in the annual report for the year

Preric VACQINATION.

During the vear ended 31st December, 1939, a total of 5,588 births
were registered in the County. 1,464, or 26 per cent.. being successfully
vaceinated. Statutory declarations of conscientious objection were received
in respect of 3,225 of these births, and 223 died unvaceinated ; 331 were
neither vaccinated nor otherwise accounted for,

The figures for the year ended 31st December, 1940, indicate that 5,902
births were registered, 1,608 or 27 per cent., being successfully vaceinated.
Conscientious objection declarations were received in respect of 3,028,
and 242 died unvaceinated ; 423 were neither vaccinated nor otherwise
accounted for,

It is the duty of Vaccination Officers to prosecute defaulting parents
on the question of the vaccination of their children. The figures given
above for children who were neither vaccinated nor otherwise aceounted
for show that there is a high percentage of such parents in the County
of Northumberland, and the attention of the Council is drawn to the fact
that in neither year were any legal proceedings taken against these parents,

Punnic AssisTaxor,

During 1940 and 1941 no material alterations were made in the domi-
ciliary medical services. Panel systems were in operation at Gosforth,
Haydon, Blyth, Bedlington, Corbridge, Ponteland, and Whitlev and
Monkseaton., .
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VengreEaL [Misgases REGULATIONS,

County patients are treated at the Clinic of the Joint Committee of the
County Councils of Durham and Northumberland and the County Boroughs
of Newcastle upon Tyne and Gateshead. This Clinic is situated at the
Newcastle General Hospital. Facilities are also available for the treatment
of County patients at the Clinic at Preston Road Hospital, North Shields.

In the following tables particulars are given relating to treatment at
each of the Clinics at Newecastle and North Shields during the years 1940
and 1941, and (for comparison) during 1939,

Joint Committee’s Clinie, Newcastle.

1040, i 14k, 1041,

e e e B R _|,.._,....__.,.I1 - -
Fe- Fe-
Males, [males. '['nml ".[n]m nml{m Total.| Males.| males.] Total,

e = " —— et e R e LT

" i |
1. Under treatment or observation at | |
233 | A0 203 271 o

e ——

4. Number of cazes dealt with for ﬂ'lf"

beginning of year ... 328 | 242 | 570 | 287 |
2. Returned for treatment after hav EI‘tf_': i I
ceased to attend during any prcvi- . ! |
Oug Vear ; T 2 | 0 o) B | ¥ 3 b A
3. Dealt with for the flmt t:me i 400% 245 | 654 l 303 | 228 | 520 36T 260 62
|
|

first time known to have receiv ed :

treatment at other Centres 5 48 11 | 50 44 15 Oy BL| (28 74
S, Digcharged after completion of ! |

sreatment ahl 105 | ads | 22 151 it P 203 | 480
6. Censed to attend hefore completion i !

of treatment. . S 02 24 | B0 1 21 34 23 L3 I8
7. Number of casez which censed to | | |

attend after completion of treat-|

ment but before final tests of cure 24 2 a0 3 | il 4 1 H
. Transferred to other Centres, ste.,. T 44 | 116 125 A 155 1103 41 147
9. Under treatment or observation at J | ]

end of vear ... A 274 200 | 573 ‘HH 271 a4 274 204 YT
4. Total number of attendances w4027 ] T 188 r*l 1.' 520 | 6,471 (15,000 9,397 | G.084 |15,451
114 Total number of in-patients ad- |

mitted for treatment diring year .| 17 12 j M 15 1a S0 13 48 il
L1B Aroregate number of in-patient

days of treatment given ... G880 | 1,165 l 1,854 | 320 421 =il 425 649 LU
12, Number of cases of congenital r_w]rh }

iliz (included in Ttem 3 above) ... i T I 13 3 i 14 2 11 L3

| 1 |
Pr&ﬂaﬂ Hmd Ha.&ptml, .\"urm Shte!rﬂ-s

Number of cazes dealt with for the Ii! gt | |51

time . 24 [ 24 { 37
Total number of attendances, . e | 1,158 - { Y

i
— e B, QR

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE AND MIDWIVES
Mipwives Acts, 1902-1936,

The scheme formulated by the County Council in accordance with the
provisions of the Midwives Act, 1936, continued to function satisfactorily
during the years 1940 and 1941,

In 1941, the scale of salaries paid to all grades of midwives was increased.
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The following table gives information regarding the numbers of midwives

employed :—
| | IN INSTITUTIONS.
By By Private = e=ses =
Year, C.X.A. fommnedl, | Practice. | Dilston ! Halt-
! | Hal. Corbridge.| Stagshaw. | Wallsend. | whistle.
| | : R
1940 211 oSy S 4 8 4 5
1941 Z(H) i1 | 10 : Il B 4 o
|

No change was made in the arrangements concerning fees during these
years.

Inspection of Midwives.

The total number of visits of inspection made by Inspectors of Midwives
and Assistants was :—

1940 ... - 1,362
1941 ... e 1,207

Cases attended by Midwives.
The following table gives details of the numbers of cases attended by

midwives :—
By C.N.A. By County In ! In Independent
- Zii'iulwlvea. Counecil Midwives, Inatitutions, Prucme. "
CBar, i - — : = = | — i e —
Mid. i Mat. | Total. | Mid. | Mat. = Total. | Mid. | Mat. | Total. | Mid. | Mat. | Total,
JRLEY] 1,415 | 2,637 | 4,062 378 | 147 515 145 S 40 Tl 15 Oy
1941 1,467 | 2,424 | 5.5801 I Bt H] | 136 521 243 | 4463 | TO6 18 | g 21

Notifications received from Midwives.

The following table gives a summary of notifications received from
midwives during the two years under review :—

: 19440. 1941.
Notification of sending for mediecal aid ... 710 677
Still-births A7 47
Miscarriages and Abortions ... 25 22 20
Laying-out dead body e | 43
Artificial feeding 107 | 182
Liability to be a source of infection 198 | 143
Notification of death e s 100 a1

Totals ... .. 1,188 | 1,133
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Medical Practilioners’ Fees.,

The Medical Practitioners (Fees) Regulations, 1940, came into operation
on June lst, 1940. These Regulations revise the scale of fees payable to
medical practitioners called in by midwives in emergencies.

In 1940, owing to the increased cost of living, the scale for the repayment
of fees charged for the attendance of a doctor called in by means of a
medical aid form, was also revised. The existing scale was retained, but

the income in each case, after deducting rent and rates, was increased
by 12} per cent.

Details are given below of the total fees paid to doetors and the amounts
recovered from the patients.

Fees Amount,
paid. recovered.
£ 8 d £ & d
1940 e B0 100 6 133 10 10
1941 ... 866G 14 0O 204 15 1

Training of Midwives,

The Council undertake responsibility for one-half of the expenditure
incurred in training students whose course of training extends over one
year, and two-thirds of the expenditure involved in training students
whose course of training extends over two vears provided that the number
trained does not exceed twelve state registered nurses and twelve untrained

students in any one year.
The number of midwives trained was as follows :—

1040 ... 14
1841 ... co L6

PreLic Heavtr (NorrFicaTioNn ofF PUerPERAL FEVER AND
PuerreraL PYrREXIA) REGULATIONS, 1926-1939.

Poeric HEarrn Act, 1936.
Puerperal Pyrexia.

The following statement indicates the number of cases encountered in
the Administrative County during the yvears 1940 and 1941 :—

Cnses Delivepad l Total Cases | Treatment at
Y ear. bv Midwives as such, Notified, i ey &

| | Home, | Hospital,

- s =

S —————— N —— = AN - T

|
1540 2008 33 i) ”
1941 2347 | 32 15 17
|

Provisions for Complicated Cases of Midwifery.

During the years 1940 and 1941, the usual provision was made for
asgistance in, and for the treatment of, complicated cases of midwifery.

35 patients were referred to Obstetric Consultants in 1940 and 18 in
1941.

MAaTERNAL MORTALITY,

The following statement shows the Maternal Mortality rates classified
under the headings of Puerperal Sepsis and other causes and, for the

purpose of comparison, figures are also included below for the whole of
England and Wales for the year.
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Puerperl .u".'h'r

Sepsis, Pusrperal - | otal

Yenr . | = Tokrl HIIIB o Hirtha
' | lhate Rate Dheaths, ‘ Bivihs [ (live and
Denths,, per 1,00 Ill‘mrln per 1,000 / still).

H:lrrhn [ Rirths=.
1932 - IR 4 3.51 ! 44 6.73 6,538
1933 | 20 | -3.04 22 3.34 | 42 6.38 6,578
wee ! 18 | 2es |21 | Tsae | 38 5.42 6,642
19356 9 1.36 | 14 21T | | 23 3.47 6,612
1936 . 10 1.5¢4 | 16 247 .1 26 4.01 6,477
1937 6 0903 | 20 3.11 | 26 4.04 6,430
1938 4 0.63 | 14 200 15 2.83 6,350
1030 | 3 0.47 | 17 2.68 | 20 3.15 6,356
1940 b 1.2 | 20 3.08 | 28 4.31 6,502
1941 = 1.24 | I 2.47 '. 24 3.71 6,469
England and Wales :— 1940. 1941.
Post Ahortive Infection (.25 0.35
Abortion without mention of septic condition 0.18 0.19
Infection during childbirth and the puerperium (.54 0.48
Other diseases of ]'u'f-grmm“!.rf childbirth and
the puerperinm o .64 1.75
2.61 277

PosLic Heaura (Orwrganmia NeoxaroroM) RecurarTions, 1926-1937.

The following statement indicates the number of cases notified during
each of the yvears 1940 and 1941 and the lﬁulta of trmtmmlt —-

N of Births Tkl Tivtal Nursed
Y enr, attended by | LSS adlmitted to af * Taotasl
| Middwives as sneh, Notilied. Hospital, | Home, Recoversd,
1940 | 2004 | 17 1% | 1 17
15 1o | = 17

1941 ! 2,943 |
PusrLie Hearri Acrt, 1936.
MarerxiTy Axp Coinp WELFARE.
Nodification of Rivihs.

In the following table details are given of births notified and registered
during the vears 1940 an(l 1941 - —

Ilegitimaze HBirths

!
Notified Births, ! Hegistersd Births, fincludml in Besistered
Year. | Rirths)
I ive. ! Still. | Total. | L!'u. “51‘.H.I | Total, Live, Still. | Total.
- -I il " - gl — -+ —'——I- —Sr——vrrerm . P ETE s — -|_ . i
Mo | 2760 | 81 2841 | 3,313 | 162 | 3,405 140 6 146
1041 | 3421 ] &0 4,500 I 3.0504 i 16 Fds0 160k 11 200
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InraxT MowrTAaLiTY,

During the years 1940 and 1941, the deaths under one year registered
in the Administrative County numbered 194 and 228 respectively. This
represents a percentage of 6.5 (1940) and 7.4 (1941) of the total number
of deaths at all ages during these years.

The infant mortality rate per 1,000 registered births was as follows :—

Year. Administrative County. England and Wales.
1940 58 55
1941 67 a4

TlHegitimate Children.

Of the 140 live illegitimate children born in 1940, 8 died before they
reached the age of one year. In 1941, 196 live illegitimate children were
born and 14 died before reaching the age of one year. This represents
an illegitimate infant mortality rate of 57 im 1940 and 71 in 1941.

Health Visiling Service.

In 1941, the secale of salaries 'Tﬂ.il‘.l to Health Visitors was reconsidered :
the revised commencing salary being £220 per annum, rising by annual
increments of £15 to a maximum of £250 per annum.

During this period, the staff establishment was inereased by one. Miss
D. G. Long was promoted to be Assistant Superintendent of Health
Visitors and a new appointment was made to fill the vacaney thus created.

It was also decided to increase the number of Hf:u._lth Visitors trained
by the Couneil from four to six annually.

The following is a summary of the number of vizits made by the stalf
for Maternity and Child Welfare : other work is recorded elsewhere under
the appropriate headings :—

inte-Natal Vieits.

Live Birius | |Re-vigils to Inhum

; registered in| F“’“ Vikits Visits to
Yoar. A_dmiﬁulh- o Infants. | unda;- ;LL::” ot [Children, age| ——— FEpp——
vive County. | ! | 1=5 yrs. |PFirst ‘Jmila.| He-Visits.
1940 | 3313 | 2,420 17,390 38,138 | 503 | 43

1941 3,364 3,261 18.739 L 40,611 | T44 | 625

Ante-natal Care of Mothers.

Arrangements for the ante-natal and post-natal care of mothers at
zpecial ante-natal clinics and, in remote areas, under the Rural Ante-natal

Scheme, continued to function satisfactorily.
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The following details are available :—

! Ante-natal Cazes, Post-matnl Cnses, Rural Ante-
f : . Natal Scheme,
| . p— d..q... S [P PP B Vi —————— -
- | Total Mo, of | - Tiostaul
Year. . : Tivtal Total No. of
M%t.x 'Elf#t’“\::ﬁ“ attendances Mothers who 'ﬂ'ﬁﬂ:ﬁ‘ﬁ Mo, of
Sl of Expectant attended ji.t- all Consulta-
| the Centres, Mothers. the Centres. : Climics, SR
Pr— - — i-__ s i — :.._...- - - - N
[R1F LI Ny 2,505 234 i AR5 14
1941 L, 347 | 4,329 218 . 262 4
| -

Service of Home Helps.

The scheme for the provision of home helps continued to operate success.
fully. Sixteen mothers were assisted in this way in 1940 and thirty mothers
in 1941.

Child Welfare Centres.

During the vears 1940 and 1941, two new centres were opened in the
County and medical attendance was provided at one existing milk sales
centre. In addition, three new ante-natal clinics were opened.

The premises in many cases are unsuitable but, during this period, new
premises were provided at two large centres, in one case by the erection
of a new building and in the other by the adaptation of the existing building.

The table appended gives details of attendances, consultations, ete, :—

|
Wo. of half- | |
Year. day sesslons Total No. of | Total No. of | Attendances | No. of
held at attendanees attendances hy | Consnltations
Cemtres, nf Mothers. I of Kabies, | Proactors, '1 with Doctors,
| | | |
18400 2,276 61,448 G, 222 M7 | 16.365
1941 2,564 G091 3,602 1,157 '3 17,700
| |

Supply of Milk to Expeclant and Nursing Mothers and Children
under the age of five years,

During 1940 the distribution of milk to expectant and nursing mothers
was taken over by the Government and the National Milk Scheme was
brought into operation. The Maternity and Child Welfare Committee
decided to supply special brands of milk on the recommendations of
medical officers in attendance at the centres.

For this purpose, the National Scale for the provision of milk free or at
a reduced price, was adopted.

Distribution of Cod Liver 8l and Fruit Juwices.

The Government Scheme for the distribution of cod liver oil and fruit
juices to expectant mothers and pre-school children was put into operation
in 1941, The distribution is earried out at the Child Welfare Centres and
additional supply points have also been arranged in areas where the centre
is not readily aceeszible, :
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Dental Trealment.

The following table gives details of the work done during the years 1940
and 1941 :—

2 I a; | | y I o I [ i) ! j
' g | g ; ‘ - E}'EE |2 ar | E |~§ EE
Sl E |2 B|sElE%s L8| g gE |E|EE
= = SE 5= [ A 1R [
i = llﬁ £|‘£I::i§qa§ Bl &E|&| 358 |88|°
DA L) o) T T i i ) 17
| ] | |
Msibers ggm! 2,160 3,414 43 | 76 376 34 538 277 215! fa.ﬂsﬂ| 12 | 345
1941/3,163 4,473( 81 | 130 730 51 | 820 440 352 3,807 14 | 493
Children 1940, 200, 490/ 1| 16 45 — | — 2 — 189{49 | —
1941 189 4:39| ¥ % 1s) el ~= _‘ 124 43 | —
| | | |

Amonnts collected in fees : 1940 ... £136 11 11
1941 ... £264 19 9

Prevention of Deafness.

Under this scheme 85 children received treatment during the year 1940
and 64 children during 1941.

Distribution of Supplementary Clothing Uﬂ»ﬁmw.

In 1941, arrangements were made for the distribution of supplementary
clothing coupons to expectant mothers to be carried out at the Ante-natal
and Child Welfare Centres.

L] '

Diphtheria Tmmunisation of Pre-school Children.

Arrangements for the immunisation of pre-school children against
Diphtheria were extended during the vears 1940 and 1941,

Pre-school children immunised at Child Welfare Centres during this

period numbered :—
1940 ... 1,594

1941 ... e 4,063

Detection, Prevention and Treatment of Crippling in Infants.

The scheme for the diagnosis and treatment of orthopaedic defects at
Clinies or, if necessary, at the home of the patient, continued to funection
satisfactorily. Details of such treatment are given below :

— s — ——e

|
| Hospital Treatment.,

Year. | Number of patients Number of new cases
' treated. admitted to hospital.
1940 : 6 5

1941 i 13 10
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Treatment at ( '.Ei'ﬂ. ira.

[ Number of Cases attending.

[ md New.

| 1940 | 1941 1940 | 1941

e | e = =

Alnwick | 14 21 -l B | |
Ashington ... T 14 12 9
Bedlington and Li&-m]mgton 5] 4 T 2
Gosforth ... [ e 35 g | 10
Hexham and l."rudlmz- 2 G $ . | 3
Morpeth and Rothbury ... et 5 8 6 2

p=

LConvalescent Treatment of Mothers,

Twenty-one mothers availed themselves of this service during this period,
2 in 1940 and 19 in 1941. They were sent to the Convalescent Home,
Cottage Hospital, Rothbury.

Babies’ Hospital, Blagdon, Seaton Burn.

During the year 1940 the Maternity and Child Welfare Committee agreed
to increase the p;mnt paid to The Babies’ Hospital, Blagdon, to £5(0) per
annum.

The hospital admits babies suffering from congenital dﬂfl;!ct-&, infantile
ailments and tuberculosis. During the year 1940 56 children were treated
and 30 children during 1941.

Public Health Acl—Child Life Protection.

At the end of the year 1941 there were 20 women registered as foster-
mothers, each having one child in her care. Health Visitors made 95 visits
of inspection during 1940 and 79 during 1941.

Maternity Hospitals.

Haltwhistle and District War Memorial Hospital New Maternity Wing.

The new maternity block at the Haltwhistle and Distriet War Memorial
Hospital was opened. The block has accommodation for six patients and
staff,

Willington Quay Maternity Hospital.

This Hospital continued to function at Stagshaw House, Corbridge,
where the normal services were maintained.

Iqesrox Hawn Exmercexeoy Marerxrry Home.

During the year 1941, the work of the hospital was more than doubled.
The first case was admitted on 13th October, 1939, and from then until
the end of 1940, there was a total of 357 deliveries. The numbers of in-
patients rose from 23 on 1st January, 1941, to 63 on 25th May, 1941, when
it became necessary to restrict bookings. In the second half of the year,
the daily number was gradually stabilised at an average of 40.1 patients.
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A notable feature throughout has been the high primi-pravid rate, which
wias 48 per cent. during 1940 and 56.3 per cent. in 1941. These figures
are, of course, responsible for a high rate of abnormalities, toxaemias and
operative assisted labours,

Ante-natal Care.

The majority of the patients were referred from Ante-natal Clinies, but
they were encouraged to attend at the hospital for at least one visit about
the 36ith week. In some cases patients have been admitted purely as
“emergencies U for urgent toxic or obstetric reasons.

(hstetric Work.
Analysis of deliveries,

1940). 1941,
Total number ... wen BRI SEL
Single foetus 1 S65
Twin deliveries ... S 15
Total babies born ... 364 895
Still-births e 18—59 15—1.79,

Neo-natal deaths e B—1.6%,  23—2.59
Babies discharged alive and well ... 340 RAT

Maternal Deaths.

Two maternal deaths oceurred in each of the years covered by this report.
In 1940 one was a case of fulminating eclampsia which had been admitted
as an emergency having had no ante-natal care, the second being due to
acute vellow atrophy in a case of uterine inertia. In patients admitted
during 1941—one death was due to acute yellow atrophy in a patient
shewing cervical dystocia syndrome, who was delivered by Caesarean
seetion, while the second death oecurred during chloroform anaesthesia.

Puerperal Morbidity.
The Puerperal Pyrexia case rate was lower in 1941 than in 1940, as shewn
in the following table :—

—— e e P

|

Year. Total Cases of Result,
Admissions. notifiable P.P.
e i | i ot
1940 | 367 9=22329% All recovered.
1941 250 13=1.569, 4 transferred.

| All recovered.

fhperative Deliveries.
A comparison of the operative deliveries in the two years iz shewn in
the following tables :—
Forceps Extraction.

i l Result.
Year. | Total Fore | Neo-natal | Babies
Deliveries, Extraction.  Still-birth. deaths. | discharged
K | . well.
| i
1940 357 26 2 0 24
941 | B8O . | g8 0 } 56
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Caesarean Seclion.

S . e = — n — — o e e ————— . s e .

| Besult.
. ' : | | Mothers
Year. | Total Caesarean | [Hm-natal | and Babies
| Deliveries. | Section. | Still-birth. | deaths.  Discharged
i | I well.
1940 357 9 | 0 1  Babies 8
| Mothers 9
| |
1941 880 | 26 ' I 0 Babies 26
. f (One ease
of twins).
Mothers 25

——cx -

There was one maternal death in 1941 following gmaﬁmn section.

Placental Dystocin and Post. Partum Haemorrhage.

In 1940, three cases required treatment for placental dystocia, and in
1941 there were only two such cases,

Anaesthetics.

A panel of the local general medical practitioners has been formed, who
may be called upon to administer general anaesthetics. This arrangement
has been very successful and their collaboration and eo-operation has been
extremely valuable.

Year, Number of inductions of Local I Spinal
General Anaesthesia. |  Anaesthesia. |  Anaesthesia.
S il | SR O
1940 74 40 ! 1
1941 132 27 . 1

Medical Condition Complicating Pregnancy.

[n 1940, 31 cases exhibiting medical conditions concurrent with pregnancy
were admitted, and in 1942, 47 cases.

All left hospital in reasonable health and all had live babies,

Ophthalmia Neonatorum and Pemphigus.

In 1940 six cases of ophthalmia neonatorum oceurred and in 1941 there
were ten cases. All were staphylococeal in origin and yielded readily to
treatment. No cases of gonococcal ophthalmia oceurred. Prophylaxis
by 10 per cent. Argyrol is practised.

. There were no cazes of pemiphigus.

Blood Transfusion.

In 1940 four patients and in 1941 six patients were given blood trans-

fusion. Blood donors were supplied by the Tyneside Blood Transfusion
Service.
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ORTHOPAEDIC TREATMENT.

During the years 1940 and 1941 provision continued to be made for the
treatment of orthopaedic defects in patients of all ages. Details of the
arrangements are outlined in the Annual Report for the year 1939,

BLIND PERSONZS ACT COMMITTEE.
Administration.

There were 513 blind persons on the Register on January 1st, 1940, as
compared with 510 the preceding January. During the year 53 persons
were registered, 40 deaths occurred, 5 were de-certified, while 11 |];fl;. the
County. On December 31st there were 510 names on the Register, a
decrease of 3 during the year.

[n 1941, 63 names were added to the Register, 46 blind persons died,
5 were de-certified, while 100 removed from the County. On December
31st, there were 512 registered blind persons, an inerease of 2 during the
vear.

There was no change with arrangements for examination. During 1940,
114 patients were examined, 49 being certified to be blind and 55 not blind.
Of those certified to be blind the names of 47 were added to the Register,
2 having been registered prior to examination. One of those certified to
be not blind had hitherto been registered as blind ; his name was accordingly
removed from the Register.

In 1941, 85 patients were examined, 56 being certified to be blind and
29 not blind. The names of 55 were added to the Register, one person
having been registered prior to examination. ;

Domiciliary Assistance,

To meet the higher cost of living, the special bonus, adopted in November,
1939, was increased from 8 to 12} per cent. on the scale allowance in
February, 1940, and by a further 33 per cent. (making a total of 16 per cent.)
in July, 1940.

In November, 1940, the Regulations were amended, the basic rate for
single applicants over 21 years of age being increased to 25/- plus 16 per
cent. cost of living bonus, and for a married couple (one being blind) to
35/- plus 16 per cent. Blind persons between the ages of 18 and 21 years
continued to have their incomes made up to 18/. plus 16 per cent,

During 1941, the Regulations were revised, the total income of the
applicant, the husband or wife of the applicant, and any member of the
household dependent upon him only being taken into account in assessing
the amount of financial assistance to be granted, and a scale of econtribu-
tions towards the expenses of the household from non-dependent members
of the family being drawn up; hitherto the total income of all members
of the household, other than lodgers, had been taken into consideration.
The revised Regulations came into operation on January lst, 1942.

In December, 1940, 245 blind persons were in receipt of domiciliary
assistance, as compared with 219 in January ; the total sum distributed
during the vear amounted to £7,588 13s. 6d. In December, 1941, 266
blind persons were in receipt of assistance, the sum distributed during the
year being £10,852 1s. 8d.
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Home Visilors.

There was no alteration in the arrangements for the supervision of
registered blind persons by the Hmm- Visitors. During 1940 and 1941,
the following visits were paid =

1940, 1841,
For welfare purposes ... G,485 6, GO0
To supervise home workers ... 355 344
To give lessons ... 240 244
To investigate new cases 14 Lo
e Prevention of Blindness ... 380 412
Re Provision of Spectacles ... 507 279
To convey patients to Eve Hospital, etL 70 24
Re collection and distribution of wireless sets 105 ]

8,250 8,083

Prevention of Blindness.

The Council's Scheme for the prevention of blindness continued to
funetion satisfactorily.

During 1940, eleven patients were admitted to the Newcastle Eye
Hospital or the Royal Victoria Infirmary, Neweastle, for treatment under
the scheme. Nine patients were no longer blind as the rvesult of such
treatment and two still remained blind (although in one ease the field of
vision was considerably increased). Thirteen patients reccived operative
treatment under the scheme in 1941 as a result of which twelve patients
were no longer blind. One patient died after his discharge from hospital
but before his treatment was completed.,

The Council pays a fee of 2/6d. to medical practitioners for the official
notification of persons threatened with blindness. No such notification
were received, however, during either 18940 or 1941,

Provision of Speclacles for Adulls.

The scheme inaugurated for the provision of optical treatment for
patients in necessitous circumstances, who are not entitled to benefit
under the National Health Insarance Acts, and are unable to avail them-
selves of the facilities offered by the National Ophthalmic Treatment
Board, is becoming more widely known, and many persons took advantage
of it during 1940 and 1941,

The two Ophthalmic Surgeons who had attended the Adult Clinies were
called up for military service in 1940, but arrangements were made for
the Ophthalmic Surgeon attending the School Clinies to devote part of
her time to the refraction of adults. Arrangements were also made for
patients to attend the Newcastle upon Tyne Eye Hospital for refraction,
a fee of 2/- being paid by the Council for each attendance.

The Council’s agreement with the Northumberland and North Durham
Local Association of Ophthalmie Opticians to supply spectacles in nickel
frames at special rates continued to operate. Necessitous patients were
supplied with spectacles free of charge by the Couneil.
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During 1940, 140 patients attended 26 Adult or School Clinies, and
spectacles were preseribed for 122, In addition, spectacles were prescribed
for 23 patients who attended the Kye Hospital for refraction and 6 who
attended the Royal Vietoria Infirmary.

During 1941, 42 patients attended 19 Adult or School Clinies, spectacles
being prescribed in 40 cases. Spectacles were also preseribed for 51 patients
who attended the Eye Hospital, and 4 who attended the Royal Vietoria
Infirmary.

Medical and Denlal Treatmend.

In May, 1940, the Council approved a scheme for the provision of
medical treatment for indigent blind persons and their sighted dependants,
under which patients not eligible for treatment under the National Health
Insuranee Acts were allowed a free choice of medical practitioners, the
Council being responsible for payment on the basis of 5/- per quarter for
a short term case, and 20/- per annum for chronic cases requiring more
than six months’ continuous treatment ; medicines were supplied at the
rate of ninepence per bottle, separate accounts being submitted for special
drugs, preparations and dressings. Mileage was also allowed in the case
of patients living more than two miles from the doctor’s surgery. This
scheme has proved immensely popular and full advantage is taken of it.

During 1940, twelve blind persons attended the Council’s Dental Clinices
and Dental Vans for treatment under the County Dental Scheme. XNine
blind persons received treatment under the scheme in 1941.

Home wnd Casual Workers,

As the war has progressed, materials for handicrafts have become
inereasingly difficult to obtain and pastime oeccupations have had to be
curtailed or discontinued. This, however, has not affected the incomes
of blind people, as the majority of these workers were already in receipt
of financial assistance at & fixed weekly rate.

Two Approved Home Workers were employed during 1940 and 1941-—
a piano-tuner who received, in addition to his earnings, a subsidy of 10)-
per week, and a machine-knitter paid on a piece-work basis, who received
a subsidy equal to her earnings. In addition, one Approved Home Worker
continued  his employment as a Braille Copyist for the National Library
for the Blind at Manchester.

Sales of Goods.

Two exhibitions and sales of work—at Gosforth and Morpeth respectively
were organised during 1940 from goods already in stock. A third sale
was held at Gosforth in 1941, but further activities of this nature have
had to be suspended until after the war.

Waorkshops for the Adult Blind.

In January, 1940, 19 men and 6 women from the County area were
employed in the Workshops in Newcastle. One woman left in 1940 and
3 in 1941, while one man and one woman were admitted during that year.

Selwealion.

Two men and three women were undergoing a course of training at the
Royal Viectoria School for the Blind, Newcastle upon Tyne, in January,
1940, and three men and one woman were admitted during the year:
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one of these men, however, was withdrawn at the end of his probationary
period of three months owing to ineptitude ; a few months later he was
admitted to the N.I.LB. Home for the Blind at Scarborough. One man .
was discharged from the school in 1940 on the completion of his training,
and one man and one woman completed their training in 194), leaving
two men and three women in the school at the end of the year. Two men
continued their studies at the Royal Normal College, London, and one
man (who had been a pupil at the Worcester College for the Blind) was
admitted to the N.I.B. Massage School, London early in 1940, and com-
pleted his course in December, 1941.

Five blind children and four partially sighted children received elementary
education at the Royal School for the %lind {evacuated to Witherslack),
the Wallsend Fducation Committee being responsible for one blind child.
Une child left the school during 1941, leaving four blind children and four
partinlly sighted children in attendanee in December, 1941,

Wireless for the Blind.

Forty-seven certificates enabling blind persons to obtain free wireless
licences were issued during 1940, while 41 similar certificates were issued
during 1941.

The Department continues to distribute wireless sets on behalf of the
British * Wireless for the Blind ” Fund. and during 1940 and 1941, 29
and 17 sets respectively were allocated.

Home for the Blind.

The Council is responsible for the maintenance of six blind persons
who are accommodated permanently in Homes for the Blind at Glasgow,
Halifax, Harrogate, Leatherhead, Liverpool and Searborough.

Social Welfaie.

The six Voluntary Societies established at Ashington, Bedlington, Blyth,
seaton Valley, Morpeth and Wallsend, continued to cater for the social
life of blind persons in those areas as far as war-time conditions permitted,
but owing to black-out and transport diffieulties, activities were much
restricted.

Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Thompson, of Hartford Hall, Bedlington, earned
the sincere gratitude of blind persons resident in the surrounding distriets.
For many vears thev entertained the blind annually, and in spite of the
war their generous practice.continued. During each summer of 1940 and
1941 they gave a garden party to about 200 Blind persons and guides in
the grounds of their home.

A proportion of the collections made in the area by the National Institute
for the Blind iz allocated to the Northumberland County Blind Persons
Trust Fund for social welfare purposes in the County. From this Fund
a grant to each voluntary society is made, the amounts being in accord-
ance with the number of blind persons resident in the respective districts.
The Council makes a grant to the Trust Fund to bring the total receipts
up to an amount which is equivalent to £1 per blind person on the Register
at the end of the financial yvear. The amounts received from the National
Institute for the Blind during 1940 and 1941 were £404 1. 10d. and
£489 25, 6d. respectively.
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Libyary for the Blind.

Books were supplied by the National Library for the Blind at Manchester.
In 1940, 52 readers borrowed 1,278 volumes, while in 1941, 52 readers
borrowed 1,583 volumes.

AIE RATD FPRECAUTIONS.
1940 axnp 1941.
(JASTALTY SERVIOES.

During the two years 1940 and 1941 the County Casualty Services were
called into action on several occasions following enemy action. Incidents
occurred in various parts of the County. The First Aid Posts, First Aid
Parties and Ambulance Services all functioned very eommendably. Co-
operation between the services was good as were also arrangements for
transporting casualties to hospital,”

It is regretted that two volunteers lost their lives and a number of
others received injuries, due to enemy action, while on duty rendering
assistance in ‘a neighbouring County Borough.

FirsT Amn Posta.

Following upon inspections of Aid Posts by Officers of the Ministry
of Health, alterations and improvements were agreed upon, with the
object of providing better protection and also of improving the working
arrangements at a number of pests. These were duly carried out.

Blyth.—As a result of these inspections, the Ministry of Health recom-
mended the transference of the Fixed Aid Post at Wellington House to
other premises. The new St. Wilfrid's School at Blyth was finally chosen
in order that the Post might be combined with a new Special Cleansing
Centre. The necessary adaptations and alterations were put in hand and
were nearing completion by the end of 1941,

Bedlington U.1)—The Ministry of Health also recommended the re-
placement of the fixed First Aid Post at the Welfare Centre, Guide Post,
by a Mobile Aid Post. This arrangement was completed in February,
1941. The number of Mobile Aid Posts in the County was thus increased
to eight.

The following tables shew the position of the First Aid Post Services
in the County for the vears ending December, 1940, and December, 1941 :—

Firsl Aid Post Services.

1440, 1941.
Fixed First Aid Posts ... s 38 37
Mobile First Aid Posts... ! 5
Separate Gas Cleansing Centres - 1
Mobile Gas Cleansing Units ... — 6
Personnel available for duty with above Services.
19440, 1941,
Men. Women. Total. Men. Women. ’.i":r,;m.".
Whole-time paid ... 34 195 282 92 209 299

Part-time unpaid ... 295 1,159 1,454 217 1,372 1,689
379 1,357 1,736 300 1,579 1,888
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Gas CrLeassivag FaoIiniTies.

During the Ministry Inspection of First Aid Posts, partienlar attention
was paid to the cleansing facilities provided at the Posts, and on the 30th
December, 1940, the Ministry of Health issued Cireular 2241, which laid
down a standard of provigion for dealing with gas contaminated casualties
and a plan illustrating a model cleansing unit. The main provisions were
to ensure the sealing off of the undressing and dressing rooms from the
cleansing room to prevent the spread of gas vapour. Adaptations and
improvements of existing facilities were undertaken and carried ont to
conform as far as possible to this standard.

In February, 1941, the Ministry of Health recommended the provision
of eleansing f:cilitiers on a more elaborate scale in certain * Special Local-
ities,” i.e., areas where considerable numbers of the public are likely to
be out of doors, e.g., shopping, market and business centres and the
neighbourhood of rail and road transport termini. These special centres
are designed to permit the cleansing of at least 150 uninjured gas con-
taminated persons in half-an-hour. One such centre was authorised for
each of the following ° Special Localities ” : Ashington, Whitley and
Monkseaton, Morpeth, Berwick-on-Tweed, Gosforth, Blyth and Wallsend.
It was decided to establish a separate special cleansing centre at Wallsend
in the Public Baths. In the remaining areas alterations to existing centres
at First Aid Postz, to meet the required standard, were approved and
carried ount,

. MogpiLe Gas Creaxsixe Usios,

In June, 1841, the Council accepted responsibility for six Mobile Gas
Cleansing Units. These units are intended to supplement public cleansing
centres in areas which are partieularly vulnerable. The unit consists of
a water tank, boiler, six showers, and surrounding sereens. It ig carried
on a lorry and is capable of being set up at short notice. Each unit
reguires a staff of eight, including the driver. The units were allocated
to Berwick, Blyth, Gosforth, Newburn, Wallsend and Whitley Bay and
were received on September 15th, 1941,

A proposal to allocate a further nine Mobile Gas Cleansing Units to the
County was received from the Senior Regional Officer, Ministry of Health,
on December 9th, 1941, and it was agreed to aceept responsibility for
these.

Firsr A Poisrs,

Ministry of Health anthority was given in a letter dated 18th November,
1940, for the existing establishment of 41 First Aid Points for the County
to be increased by three additional Points to be established at Gilsland,
Radeliffe and Shilbottle.

As requested by the Ministry of Health Regional Office Circular 106,
of June 14th, 1941, a review of First Aid Points was earried out with a
view to upgrading Points situated in the more vulnerable rural and semi-
rural areas.

On August 30th, 1941, authority was given for the establishment of
an official First Aid Point in each of the villages of Embleton, Togston,
Stannington and Stamfordham. '

On November 14th, 1941, the Ministry approved the upgrading of ten
existing First Aid Points, the establishment and upgrading of a Point at
Eglingham and the transfer and upgrading of an existing Point from Ford
to Milfield.
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At the request of the Military Authorities a First Aid Point was estab-
lished at Low Brunton, Wall.

First Aid Points throughout the County now numbered :—

12 Upgraded First Aid Points.
38 Ordinary First Aid Points.

The limiting upgrading which was permitted allowed for the installation
of water and some simple means of heating, the provision of black-out
and an additional supply of equipment.

Doctors were appointed to each upgraded First Aid Pomnt, fees to be
paid for attendance on s sessional basis.

AMBULANCE SERVICES.

Vehicles. 1940, 1941,
Ambulances—Whole-time. .. . e e =0 05
Part-time ... 75 T2

Carz for Siting Cases.

Whole-time. .. 16 @1
Part-time ... 325 253
[RAEER 1941,
Personnel, Men. l_Fanwu, Total. Men. Women. Tofal.
Whole-time paid ... 58 49 107 58 35 113
Part-time unpaid ... 296 302 598 300 288 507
354 Jal 05 ang 243 710

The number of Comnty-owned Ambulances was 67 and this was supple-
mented by loans and gifts bringing the total numbers up to 83 and 95
respectively. Similarly in the case of Sitting Case Cars, the number owned
by the County was 6, being supplemented by loans and gifts up to 16
and 21.

Bepair Depots.

Central Depots for the repair and maintenance of casualty vehicles were
established at Blyth, Ashington and Newburn.

Datached Ambulonces in Rural Arecs.

The question of the movement of detached Ambulances to deal
with cases of extreme urgency in rural areas was considered, and it was
recommmended that in cases where the life of a patient was in danger, the
person in charge of a detached Ambulance which had been called to the
seene, should proceed immediately on his own initiative to the scene of
the incident, provided that neither an air raid warning nor an actual air
raid was in progress at the time. The Local Controller was to be informed
as soon as possible after the patient had been dealt with. During an alert
or an actual air raid vehicles must not be moved without the permission
of the Local Controller.

Detraining of Convoys.

Convoys of wounded were detrained on two occasions in the County
area in 1940, These oceasions were the first in which the Casualty Services
had had experience of dealing with large numbers of actual casualties,
and the personnel and vehieles involved in the work all funetioned admirably.
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TrAINING oF REscUE PARTIES 1% FIRST AIn.

In accordance with the Ministry of Home Security Circular No. 45/1941,
which advised the training of Rescue Parties in First Aid, classes were
arranged throughout the County by the District Medical Officers, and

the training was duly carried ont.

In June, 1941, a series of special weekly courses was arranged by the
Regional Training Officer of the Ministry of Home Security for the
training of Rescue and First Aid Party Leaders and Deputy Leaders in
Rescue and First Aid. Courses were held at Newington Road Depot,
Newcastle, and were well attended.

Exmercexcy Hosprravs.

The Ministry of Health Regional Hospital Officer was responsible for
the organisation of the Emergency Hospital Scheme. Group Officers
acted as agents for the Hospital Officer,

Late in 1941 the County Medical Officer was appointed Group Officer
for the following group of hospitals :—

Hospitals. Grrade.
Sanderson Orthopaedic Hospital 1A
Preston Emergency Hospital ... 1A
Vietoria Jubilee Infirmary IA
Alnwick Infirmary... ; 1B
Ashington Hospital 1B
Berwick Infirmary... 1B
Berwick P.AL ... 2
Thomas Knight \'imnorm'i H.mplt-nl Hh tb. 1
Hexham Emergéncy Hospital ... 1A
Ponteland Emergency Hospital .. ]
Northumberland Mental Huspjt.nl Morpeth ... 2
Wooley Sanatorinm “-
Suspended Hospitals,
Straker Cottage Hospital... 1B
Morpeth Cottage Hospital 15
Wallsend Infirmary e 1B
Coquetdale Cottage ][us;nt.ul 2
Alnwick P.AL. : 2
Haltwhistle Memorial HW[.III'-EI-I 2
Hexham War Memorial Huspﬂ:nl 1B
Rothbury P.A.L, Silverton House 2

In addition, Auxiliary Hospitals for the reception of sick and convales-
eent zervice cases were established at :—

Ford Castle, Callaly Castle, Howick Hall and Pallinsburn.

Evacvarios oF HosprraLs.

A scheme for the evacuation of hospitals, in the event of emergency,
was prepared by the Ministry of Health. Medical Officers were appointed
to act as Entraining Officers, as and when required, for the entraining or
detraining of casualties at specified points in the County.
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MopiLr Svreicarn Teaus,

A comprehensive scheme was prepared for the provision of Mobile
surgical Teams who would be able to proceed, in cases of emergency, to
heavily blitzed areas requiring their services. Teams were to be drawn
from wvarious hospitals in the County and special teams were prepared
to operate for thoracic, general and orthopaedie, ophthalmic and throat,
nose and ear work.

Hexsam axp Poxrerasxp EMerceEscy Hosprraus,

In connection with the Emergency Hospital Scheme at the commence-
ment of hostilities, cases in the Hexham and Ponteland P A. Institutions,
who could not be sent home, were transferred to other institutions, and
a number of patients were transferred from Newcastle General Hospital
and Elswick Grange, Newcastle, to Hexham and Ponteland,

The accommodation was earmarked primarily for the reception and
treatment both of casupalties and of civilian sick, but arrangements were
made for the admission of Public Assistance cases up to a maximum of
42 easez at Hexham, while Ponteland could receive up to 30 cases.

Certain works of adaptation were earried out at Ponteland and hutments
were erected at Hexham. Fourteen hutments were erected early in 1940.
Accommodation at the end of 1941 was: Hexham 440 beds, Ponteland
97 beds.

The first convoy of oversea casualties, consisting of 269 cases, 100 of
whom were stretcher cases, was received at Hexham on lst July, 1940.
On the 18th November, 194{} a convoy of 114 sick children was transferred to
Hexham from various hospitals in the Tyneside area.

In June, 1941, the hospital became a Regional Orthopaedic Centre,
following upon the transference of patients and staff from Stannington
Emergency Hospital. -

Ponteland Hospital dealt with a number of convalescent Service patients
transferred from Shotley Bridge and other centres. This hospital accommo-
dates sick and convalescent cases from hospitals better equipped for dealing
with surgical and more urgent cases,

Personnel,

The Medical Staff at Hexham consisted originally of four House Officers,
two of whom were loaned from the Newcastle General Hospital, and who
were later recalled to their own hospital.

Miss N. C. Chinnery Brown was appointed Matron. The nursing staff
was increased as the necessity arose. In view of the development of this
hospital it was later decided to appoint a Medical Superintendent to take
over the administration. Dr. H. W. Bruce was appointed to this position
on 16th July, 1941, with the approval of the Regional Hospital Officer.

At Ponteland Emergency Hospital, Miss C. 1. Cargill was appointed
Matron. The medical supervision of the patients remained in the hands
of Dr. J. H. Nicholson, who was able to call upon visiting consultants
as required.
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CIVIL NURSING RESERVE.

The Civil Nursing Reserve continues to be administered by the County
Medical Officer as the Exeentive Officer for the Northumberland Loceal
Emergency Organisation, and the expenditure incurred in connection with
the administration is subject to reimbursement in full by the Ministry
of Health,

The executive work of the Central Emergency Committee for the Nursing
Profession, which Committee was responsible for the formation of the
Civil Nursing Reserve in 1939, was transferred to the Ministry of Health
in January, 1940. At that time, the Minister of Health appointed a
Regional Nursing Officer in each of the Civil Defence Regions. The Officer
for this Region is Miss B. G. Allardes, who is attached to the Ministry's
Regional Staff. Previous to the appointment of the Regional Nursing
Officer, the posting of mobile and immobile members had been the
responsibility of the Loeal Emergency Organisation. From May, 1940,
the posting of mohile members was taken over by Miss Allardes, but
immobile members continne to be posted by the Loeal Emergency
Organisation.

In April, 1941, on account of the call-up of women by the Ministry of
Labonr and National Serviee, the Ministry of Health announced that,
in general, only applications for enrolment from trained and assistant nurses
who were prepared to offer mobile service in hospitals would be considered
and that applicants for training as nursing auxiliaries must be prepared
to serve in any hoepital in England or Wales. Trained nurses, who were
obliged to limit their service to certain districts on account of home ties,
could still be envolled, provided early use could be made of their services,
Existing members of the Civil Nursing Reserve continue to give serviee
at First Aid Posts.

From April, 1941, women registering for National Service who chose
nursing as their war work were referred to the Local Emergency Organi-
sation, who are required to notifv the Ministry of Labour and National
Service of the aceeptance or rejection of those referred, and, in the case
of those accepted and enrolled, to notifyv the Ministry of Labour and National
Service if at any time these members resign from the Civil Nursing Reserve.
All those applicants referred by the Ministry of Labour and National
Service are interviewed by a member of the County Medical Officer’s staff,
as are all other applicants for training and enrolment.

At this time, the Ministry of Health decided that all nursing auxiliaries,
with certain exceptions, should rveceive a fortnight’'s intensive course in
hospital instead of the course, consisting of lectures in first aid and home
nursing and 50 hours” practical experience in hospital, given hitherto.
The latter course is still open to nursing auxiliaries recruited by the British
Red Cross Society or Bt. John Ambulance Brigade who are above or below
the ages at which women are registering for National Service and who
prefer to take this course. Arrangements were made with the Neweastle
Loeal Emergency Organisation for Northumberland candidates to under-
take this training at the Newcastle General Hospital and the Royal Victoria
Infirmary. ,

At the end of 1940 and 1941 the registered members of the Civil Nursing
Beserve numbered 933 and 1,195 respectively, made up as follows :—

15400, 1941.
Trained Nurses ... e 136 Trained Nurses... e 195
Assistant Nurses R 1111 Asgistant Nurses N [

Nursing Auxiliaries ... 688 Nursing Auxiliavies ... 958
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