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NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL,

REPORT OF THE COUNTY MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3lsr DECEMBER, 1929.

To THE CHATRMAY AND Memeers ofF THE Cousxty CoUuNoin
0F NOBTHUMEBERLAND.

Me. CHaremax, My Loeps, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I beg to present my annual report for the year 1929, It isan* ordinary "
report as defined by the Ministry of Health and is of a less exhaustive
character than the full Survey Report required for 1925, No digest of
the sanitary circumstances of county districts has been made but the vital
and mortality statistics applicable to these areas have been summarised
and the rates calculated.

Administration.—The official, technical and administrative staff under
the direction of the County Medical Officer consists of :—

Assistant County Medical Officer and County Bacteriologist who is
also Medical Officer of Health of the Newburn Urban District.

The Medical Superintendent of the Council’s Banatorium at Wooley.

Assistant Medical Superintendent of the Council’'s Sanatorium at Wooley.

The Matron of the Council’s Sanatorium at Wooley.

The County Tuberculosis Officer (clinical).

5 Assistant County Medical Officers.

2 School Dentists.

County Sanitary Inspector.

Lady Superintendent of Health Visitors.

There were also, during 1929, 32 Health Visitors, one Orthopaedic Sister,
and, at the central office, a clerical staff of thirteen.

Crthopaedic Treatiment,—During the year, a commencement was made
with the organised treatment of Orthopaedic defects, a scheme for the
treatment of children of school age, and of children under school age,
having been brought into operation. Sir Robert Jones, of Liverpool, on
November 30th, 1929, at the Moothall, Newcastle, gave a very interesting
address upon the treatment of Orthopaedic defeets, both from the admin-
istrative and clinical standpoints, with a view of stimulating interest in
this very important work.

Vital and Mortality Statistics.—The variations in the principal county
rates during recent wyears are indicated in the following table. The
corresponding rates for England and Wales are given for comparison :—

T | 87 | 81

1920 | 1921 @ 1922 | 1923 1024 1925 | 1926 | 1927 | 1928 | 1920
Live Birth rate (per 1,000 ' [ . ;
living) Administrative | | -
county ... | 283 | 256 | 225 | 225 (222 | 208| 20002 | 17°00 | 18-37| 1679
England and Wales ...| 254 | 22-4 206 | 197 188 | 183|178 | 166 | 167 | 163
General death rate (per | - . |
1,000 living) ' . ! | .
Administrative county | 120 | 124 | 127 | 113 121 | 11'6| 11-37 11-53 11-39 12-22
England and Wales 124 | 12:7 | 129 | 119 | 122 | 122|186 | 12:% | BIF | 13-4
Infant mortality rate (per ' ; -
1,000 births) |
Administrative county | 90 | 05 = 87 | 76 | 83 | 82 ¢ b i
England and Wales 80 | &3 e i 69 | 75 | 75 7o 70 | 65 74




1920 | 1921 1922 1923 1924 19%']925 1927 1928 1929

Zymotic death rate (per
LOOD living)
Administrative county = 076  1'04 041 074 040 067 0053 027 028 | 065
England and Wales ... 071 070 0660 050 045 u~.s4| 0rdd  0°38 | 40 04T
Death rate from Respir- ' '
atory  Tuberculosis
(per 1,000 living)
Administrative county

ﬂ‘5}2| 087 088 (85 082 | 078 073 081 | 068 | 074
England and Wales ...| 0 /]

‘88 088 | 0°84 -84 083 077 079 0T . 079

- _—— e —

The slight increase in the birth rate which was recorded last year was not
maintained during the year under review, the rate for 1929 (16.79) being
the lowest recorded for the adminstrative county since county statistics
were tabulated ; it was, however, slightly higher than the rate for England
and Wales,

The general death rate (12.22) was the highest recorded since the vear
1922, though lower than the rate for England and Wales, which was 13.4.

The infant mortality rate (81 per 1,000 births) was considerably higher
than that for the year 1928 (67) and is the highest recorded since 1925,

The death rate from Zymotic diseases also shows a considerable increase
on that for 1928, principally due to a large increase in the number of deaths
from Whooping Cough. The rate for 1929 ((1.65) is the highest since 1925,

The death rate from Respivatory Tuberculosis was slightly higher than that
for the previous wvear, the increase being confined to the rural districts.
The mortality rate from this cause has been steadily falling for a considerable
period, but in 1922 and 1927 there were slight checks in the declension.

The higher general and infant death rates were the result of deaths oceuring
from respiratory and circulatory diseases during the spell of abnormally
cold weather in February and early March, children up to the age of 5 and
adults over the age of G5 years being chiefly affected. This experience
was common throughout the country.

PueLic HEALTH LEGISLATION.

The only Act of administrative interest which was passed and came into
operation during the vear was the Artificial Cream Act, 1929; this Act
regulates the manufacture and sale of artificial cream.

Local Government Act, 1929.—This Act, though passed during the vear
under review, was not operative in respect of Public Health, until April 1st,
1493310,

Orpers, Crrevranrs, Ero.

(Mixistiey oF HEALTH.)

The following are the prineipal Orders, ete., made during the year, of
administrative interest to County Councils ;—

Influenza,—Cirenlar 955, together with a revised edition of Memo., 2/ Med.,,
indicates precautions to be taken in the event of a sudden increase in the
prevalence of Influenza,

Small-pox.—Contacts proceeding abroad.—Cireular 1021 gives directions
to be taken by local authorities in the case of persons who have been in
direct contact with Small-pox and who intend to proceed to destinations
abroad,

Vaeeination.—0Order No. 640 and Cireulars 1025, 10254 and 1025b relate
to safeguards to be observed in the performance of operations.
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Venereal Diseases.—Cireular 922 defines the type of specimen which
may be examined at the cost of the Venereal Diseases Scheme.

FPrevention of Infectious and Epidemic Diseases.—S. & R.0O. 1929, No. 832,
are regulations relating to the deratisation of ships.

Maternal Mortality and Ante-Natal Clinics.—Circular 1022, with accom-
panying Memorandum 145, M.C.W., outline a scheme for the conduct and
scope of ante-natal clinies.

Artificial Cream Aet, 1929.—Circular 989 indicates the lines upon which
this Act will operate.

Treatment of Tuberculosis,—Circular 969 draws the attention of Local
Authorities and Joint Tuberculosis (Committees to the facilities provided
by the National Association for the Prevention of Tuberculosis, at their
Institution at Burrow Hill, Frimley, Surrey, for the technical education
of tubercnlous youths between the ages of 14 and 19 years.

Water Shoriage.—A Memorandum issued by the Ministry of Health in
July indicates measures which should be taken to mitigate any ill effects
which may arise from a possible shortage of water.

Bacteriological Tests for Graded Milk.—Memo. 139, Foods, recommends
standard methods to be followed in making tests for graded milk,

Children wnder School Age.—Joint Circular Ministry of Health 1054—
Board of Education 1405, makes recommendations with regard to the pro-
vision of Nursery Schools for children between the ages of 2 and 5 years.

Training and Employment of Blind Pianoforte Tuners—Circular 1403
provides for the maintenance of a high standard of efficiency amongst
blind pianoforte tuners,

Local Government Act, 1929.—A number of Circulars were issued by the
Muu:sl‘.r;,r of Health during the year under review in anticipation of the
coming into operation of this Act; amongst those which affect Public
Health Departments, directly or indirectly, are the following :—

Cireular 1000. General Circular on the Act;

Memoranduom L.G.A. 1. Transfer of iunﬂtiuns of Guardians ;

Memorandum L.G.A. 2. Model Administrative Scheme for County
Councils ;

Memorandums L.G.A. 5 and 18. Payment of Grants to Voluntary
Aszsoeiations ;

Memorandum L.G.A. 6. Model Schemes for payment of Grant to
Voluntary Associations ;

Circular 1023. Payment of Grant to British Social Hygiene Couneil,
in respect of propaganda ; A

Memorandums L.G.A. 15, 16 and 24. Review of County Districts;

Memorandum L.G.A. 26. Transfer of Poor Law Institutions ;

Memorandum L.GLA. 28. M. & C.W. (Transfer of functions re Children
Act, 1908, Part 1) ;

Memorandum L.G.A. 30. Transfer of Vaccination Officers;

Registration of Births Regulations (No. 371).

Annual Reports of District Medical Qﬁ;f;grq —Two reports were still
outstanding at the time of going to press, viz., those for the Borough of
Blyth and the Urban District of Bﬂdhngtm'l-shlm

I am, my Lords, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your cbedient servant,

WicLian F. J. WmTLEY.



THE ADMINISTRATIVE COUNTY.

AREA,

The area of the County is 1,278,690 acres, divided as follows :—
Boroughs, 14,456 acres; urban districts, 59,807 acres; rural districts,
1,204,427 acres.

PoruvLATION.

The ciwvil population of Northumberland (exclusive of the county
boroughs of Newcastle-on-Tyne and Tynemouth) was estimated by the
Registrar-General to be 409,500 in the middle of 1925, On this popula-
tion the mortality rotes are caleulated,

The population on which the birth rate is caleulated was estimated by the

Registrar-General to be 40809580, The population of the administrative
county at the 1921 census was 407,317,

RATEABLE VALUE.
Rateable value of administrative county, as at October lst, 1929 (after
derating), £1.551,070. Produce of a 1d. rate at ,-’L]!T‘il. 1920, £9.355.
CHAXGES IN AREA.

No alteration in the area of sanitary districts or of the administrative
county was made during the year under review,

Borovans, UrBax aNp Rurar DisTrIors, AXD PORT SANITARY
AUTHORITIES,

The County at the end of 1929 was divided for the purpose of sanitary
administration into 31 districts, four of which were municipal boroughs,
seventeen urban districts, and ten rural districts. There are also the
Blyth and Tyne Port Sanitary Authorities. The authorities for the
Tweed and Coquet Ports are the Counecil of the Borough of Berwick-
on-Tweed and the Amble Urban District Council respectively.

BorouGHS.
Berwick-on-1Lweed, Biyveh, Morpetn and Wansend,

The civil population of the boroughs was estimated to be 95,606 in the
middle of 1929,
UrBaxw 1isTRIOTS.

Alnwick, Amble, Ashington, Bedlingtonshire, Cramlington, Earsdon,
Gosforth, Hexham, Longbenton, Newbiggin-by-the-Sea, Newburn, Prudhoe,
Rﬂtlihury,, Seaton Delaval, Beghill, Weetslade, and Whitley and Monk-

seaton.

The ecivil population of the urban districts was estimated to be
208,504 in the middle of 1929,

Rrmarn IMsTRICTS.

Alnwick, Belford, Bellingham, Castle Ward, Glendale, Haltwhistle,
Hexham, Morpeth, Norham and Islandshires, and Rothbury.

The civil population of the rural districts was estimated to be 105,600,

The area and population of each sanitary district in the administrative
county will be found in a table opposite page 16 of this report.
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Bmrns.

Live Births—According to the statisties supplied by the Registrar-Gen-
eral the net births belonging to the administrative county numbered 6,885 —
3,452 males and 3,433 females (5,388 of the births oceurred in urban districts
and 1,497 in rural districts).

Of the 6,585 births above-mentioned 368 (5.3%;) were illegitimate.
The birth rate for the county was 16.79 (18.37 in 1928 and 17.90 in 1927).
The following table shews the comparative rates :—

. . Inereass ; Decrenze | Mean rate
Birth rate. | siuce 1928, | sinee 1928, | 1919-1028,

Administrative County ...| 1679 - 154 2199
Urban districts ... 1770 | —_ 166 | 2326
Rural districts ... O R — 145 1827
England and Wales 163 — o4 19748

e — e ————— S ——————— A S S

Still-births.—The net still-births stated by the Registrar-General to have
been registered as belonging to the administrative county during the year
10 numhrn;-r_] 207161 males and 136 females (238 ]mlﬂllgf'ﬂ to urban
districts and 59 to rural districts). WFifteen, representing 59; of the 207
gtill-hirths, were illegitimate.

Comparative rates, per 1,000 of the population, and per cent. of the total
births registered are given in the following table :—

Hate per | Percentage of

Number, | 1,000 | total births

| popnlntion, | rerigtered,
Administrative County ... 297 | 0.72 ] 4.1
Urban Districts ... o o 238 0.78 ' 4.2
Rural Districts ; a9 | 0.55 | 3.7

~ ~ ——

Particulars of still-births as regards each sanitary district in the admini-
strative county are shown in a table opposite page 16 of this report.

DEATHS.

Net deaths.—According to information supplied by the Registrar-
General the net deaths numbered 5,000—2,546 males and 2,463 females
{3,820 in urban and 1,189 in rural districts),

The following table shews the comparative rates :—

_— - - -

i Incrense Decrease Meun rute
Death rate. | ginoe 1928, | since 1928, | 1919-1925,

Administrative County ...| 1222 083 e [ 1812
Urban districts .. 12°55 107 | aa 12°30
Hural districts ... oL (R i [ 012 —_ | 1160
England and Wales 134 17 — | 18224

|
]

Details of the deaths and death rates in the several districts are given
in the table apposite page 16 of this report.
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The diseases causing the greatest mortality in the administrative
county during 1929 were as follows :—

Percentage of

Drigense, MNo. of deaths. total deaths.

Heart Disease 736 ' 145
Canecer. .. 405 1000
Tuaberculosis .., 408 52
Pneumonia ... 3 ol 385 T
Cerebral Hemorrhage 201 58
Arterio-sclerosis i 2 222 44
Bronchitis .. | 214 | 4.2

j 2758 - 550

As during the preceding year, the above-named seven diseases were
responsible for more than half the deaths in the administrative county.

IxranT MOBRTALITY.

T er Dreath Increase | Decrense I Mean
of | rate per ginee sinoe Tate
deaths. 1000 larthsl 1928, 1a28, 191919528,
Administrative County ...| 557 . 81 14 — S54
Urban districts 473 BT 15 — H)
Ruaral districts 84 56 7 ‘- Hid
England and Wales ...| 47,868 74 4 — | 7
' |

The subjoined tables indicate the rates among legitimate and illegiti-

mate mtants respectively ;—

Ld

Legitimate Inlants.

!Nu. of deathse
| under1 year.

Administrative County ...| 509
Urban districts ... 436
Rural districts .., 73

DeaTns vSpER § YEARS AND

Tlegitimate Infants.

I-'fven‘t.i!:-rm*ﬁ i of dsaths Ijmthrmm
1000 hirt!m:_ under 1 -T'mi L0 Births,

— .

- T W
55 | av I 142
52 11 | 104

g A = e e

AT 65 YEARS AxD UPWARDS.

The rates (per 1,000 population) were as follows :—

Administrative County
Urban districts

Bura! districts

Under 65 venrs and

5 veurs. upwards.
213 4'81
246 466

1'17 oGz
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IxrEcTIOUS DMISEASES.

Notifications of Infectious Diseases received during the year 1929, under
Article 14 (2) of the Sanitary Officers Order, 1926.

e & | - e o
: '.-Eu-l Higg| . |zpleTia ;| & 2 o
il E|d | E(dls | B 'EElEEEE:EE.:‘E E-%.Ez
|88 (2 = |8 5@ 38 ¢ GEFEEREEwELT 4
Sanitary distriets, = = | = o | z %%. - =2 £ EEIE; %E = E_E = EE "E
Bl |28 2|5 8 28 0282 iss S5 EE A
| . a = =2 e ] e kT
w % = [3 mlﬂ- Elﬂﬁ.m E‘E?im” EES =
B |
= =
Muxicipal Bopouams—| ¥ | |
Berwick-on-Tweed .| —|16| 7 — 18| —| — ‘ = 8|12 | 6| 1| — | = = 5
Biyth .. : J=— 119 4| JN66) — | &| 410 |0L|17| 1| —|—| 1|&20
Morpeth - 3 2 —ll.Sl!-— 1| —|— |18 Ei_.r.|— SRR T
Wallsend . ahisise| 16| —| 7| 530166 |55| 2| 1| —|—| @08
UnBAY DISTRICTS— (I | .
Alnwick e g XA L 2= === 2|18 4| =|—=|—=|—=] 33
T ot e el DS R VAT e SR NS (S e M) (R () e R
Ashing ton N=lert12| 4 |88) 1102| 2 (18|46 (22| 1| — | 2| = |28
Bedlingtonshire 1|84 8lazhee|—| 8| 1|05 |20 | = =| =8I
Cramlington . gl 8 B 1 W|=]| &|=—=| Z|10 1| = il =il=] 5%
Erradon Sl 83 22 2| Ol —| &) L[| 3|19 6| —|—=|~—|—|108
Gosforth W= %0 B 100G 1| 2] 1| 5|18 3| 2| g2|=|=| WM
Hexlam ol 7|17 | 8| = (8| 1| 1|—=| B|B|=| d|=|—=|—=| 75
Longbenton ... d B2 i13 | — |47 =]| 2 115 12| 3| = =] =] —|12L
Newhigg :n—'a"-:.' the- Eu' — 18 38 — 1I7i|=|2|1 6| |2 =|=|—|—| 8F
Haw'hurn — | 86| 9| B 53| 3| 8| 1 5|42 |=|=—|—|—| 185
Prudhoe e =1l gl 1M —=|—| 2|1¢f{2|18| 1 |—=|=|—1 74
Rothbury - - 1 = = 8|l=|=|=-| 3| 2| —|=|=|—=|= 1
Banton Daltl.'ml 3, 81 —|3|=|—|— 13|17 (B3| —=|=|=]=— o]
Seghill . B el 2 = = 15| == == B|= === = 24
Weetslade ... - 7 8|1 B|l=]|=| 1| 2|13 B|=|=—|—{—| 43
w‘lutiev&.’n[oulaent{iu — B9 |14 1 8| =] 23| —|10]%1 | gl = et
Rupal DisTRICTS— | | |
Alnwick | = | 124 — | = = &= | B|1F| G| —)—| L|—| B8
Balford I — g = F|18| =] = 5 B 1| | = | — o
Bellingham | — | 14 9 — || — 1 — | &1 4 1| — 1 — — 52
Castle Ward .. =] pl=lal=l=l=fu sl il=|=|=|15
Glendale el — | 31 il LIl ===} 28| T| 2= |==|=| 9=
Haltwhistle b e TR R i L (i o o et H =t 0
Hexham o] = | 18 4! = |88 1 3| = 19| 16 4 1 L | —| = 108
Morpeth f=— 18] &7 3;21)| 8 L] 3112|386 |19 | — L] =1 =] 130
Nor mm&[alm:ﬂuh:m ] [ 2= 4 |=]| 2= 8] & |l —|=|=]= 24
Rothlnry o ) L e e I e ) el Dl e B ol 3
sl i —_—————
Totals B0 TAT 241 | V3 1035 10| 64 | 23 "’"lﬁ 728 273 | 17 | 14 | 3 1 35040

The attack rate per 1,000 population, for the administrative county
was 8.54, for boroughs and urban districts $.22, and for rural districts 6.57.

The following are the attack rates, per 1,000 population, of the under-
mentioned infectious diseases, in each sanitary district in the administrative
county —

| | |
| Small- | Bearlet| Diph-

Eutaric' Puer. | Puer. LEr_rsi-

Sanitory Districts. eral | peral |

wx, | fever. | therin. | fever. relas.
S i S L _| | ever, _p:rle:mll
Municipal Boroughs. ! | 5
Berwick i vl =, | 1.26 | 0.59 — — | = | 0.25
Blyth ... e — | 060 | 012 006 | — | 0.2 | 0.34
Murpeth e — | 040 20 — — | 013 | —
Wallsend .. 0.06 | 3.08 | 0.87 [ 02 —_ 1 0.15 | 0.67
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Pusr- | Puer-
ernl | peral

|
| 8mall. |{Beariet| Diph- Enteric|
| fever. ﬁu’ruxin

o T Erys=i-
Sanitary Iristricta, k PO, ] fever, | theria. fuvar‘

pelins.

:
Urban Districts. ' -

Alnwick o we 004 158 | 004 014 | — | — 028
Amble ... . — 024 | — | — | — w0
Ashington ... we — 2,11 1 038 013 | 003 | 041 & 0.62
Bedlingtonshire we 0003 | 121 | Q0T 150 | — | 0.10 | 040
Cramlington ... .- 810 | 103 | 0.57 Iﬂ.ll | — 046 @ 034
Earsdon .. 084 | 252 | 168 | 015 | — | 015  0.23
Gosforth S s = 238 | 047 | 008 | 006 | 012 | 0.30
Hexham e 082 | 200 | 035 | — lo0a1 | 011 | 0:35
Longbenton ... e 035 | L84 | 092 r — — | 14 | 1.06
Newbiggin ... e — 254 042 | — — D258 | (.54
Newburn on = | 177 | 044 | 039 | 014 | 044 | 024
Prudhoe ... .. — |074 021 |0.10 | — | — | 106
Rothbaey ... .. — [080 R R ol R
Heaton Delaval wee U39 | 1.19 | 013 | — — — 1.71
Seghill... -« 0.81 | 1.62 — — - —
Weetslade ... e — 090 | 084 | D12 -— - 0.25
Whitley & Monkseaton — | 280 058 | 0.04 —  00s (.42
Rural Districts. ‘ | .

Alnwick e ik 0.93 3.57 —_ _— 0.31 046
Belford e =— [ 2901 | — | 083 — | = | 1.03
Bellingham ... cn = ‘ 255 | 1.64 — | 0.1I8 | 0.36
Castle Ward ... e — | 383 | 0.62 — —_ 0.76
(zlendale ' — | 385 | 0,12 | 0,12 — I — | 024
Haltwhi=tle ... ren .44 1.43 | —_ 0.11 .
Hexham ver:. — | 0R3 018 ' — jO0d | 013 | DBE
Morpeth vee — | 096 | 0.10 | 0.15 | 0.15 | 0.056 | 0.61
Norham & Islandshires — | 134 038 | — | — | 0.38% | 0.57

0.8 | — — i 0.21 | (L43

Rothbury ... e =— | 107

The highest attack rates were, it will be observed, as follows :—

Small- pox.—Cramlington, 3.10; Earsdon, 0.84 ; Hexham urban, 0.52 ;
and Seghill, 0.51.

Searle! Fever—Glendale, 3.85 ; Castle Ward, 3.83 ; and Wallzend, 3.08.
Diphtheria.—Alnwick rural, 3.57 ; Earsdon, 1.68 ; and Bellingham, 1.64.
Enteric Fever.—Bedlington, 1.50; Belford, 0.83; and Newburn, 0.39,

Puerperal Fever—Morpeth rural, 0.15; Newburn, 0.14; and Hexham
urban, (.11,

Puerperal Pyrexiv.—Cramlington, 0.4G ; Newburn, 0.44 ; and Ashington,
0.41.

Erysipelas.—Rothbury urban, 2.39; Seaton Delaval, 1.71 ; and Long-
benton and Prudhoe each 1.06.

Ayymoric DISEASES,

~ The Zymotic diseases which are generally notifiable are Small-pox,
Scarlating, Diphtheria, Fevers (Typhus, Enteric, Continued and Relapsing).
The seven principal Zymotic diseases upon which the Zymotic death rate
is caleulated, are the four just mentioned, and in addition, Whooping Cough,
Measles and Diarrhoea and Enteritis (under two years).
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Two hundred and sixty-eight deaths were cansed by the seven principal
Zymotic diseases, being an inerease of 151 compared with the number
registered in 1928.  Of these 232 took place in the urban and 36 in the rural
districts,

The Zymotic diseases u}uch caused the hn.uteat- mortality were i—

"Ium'ber of denths,

Dizcazes. T
L0249 1428 . 1927
Whooping Cough... ; 118 38 14
Diarriioea and Enteritis {under
2 vears) s 65 39 43
R s e 12 | @

——— ——— B e

As Diarrhcea and Enteritis, Measles and Whooping Cough are not
generally notifiable, no information ecan be given as to the number of
cases which occurred.

The comparative rates for Zymotic diseases are set out in the following
table :—

s Death | Imcrease since Deerense sines
L Rate. 1925, | 1925,
L et o | i
Administrative County | 065 037 —
Urban distriets 076 045 —=
Rural distriets .. o34 15 —
England and Wales . 047 007 : -

Tables showing death rates per 1,000 living, from cach of the seven prin-
cipal Zymotic diseases for the seven years ended December 31st, 1929 :—

Diseases, I 1523, ' 1084, 1935, ; 1926, | 1927, | 1928, 1920,
Small-pox ... ..| Hil. 0002 | Nil !:J'{]{.lﬂ 0004 | NMil. | Nil
Scarlatina ... | 0037 0017 | 0019 0038 | 0026 | 0n022 | 07012
Diphtheria Ll o029 | 0086 | 0041 0024| 0018! 00081 0041
Enteric Fever (LR 0012 | 0018 0007 ﬂ’ﬂlﬁ? 0r0l4 0046
Measles .. | Urd35 0036 | 0271 0031 | OrOF4 | 00029 0107
Whooping Cuugh 0’180 07131 | 0111 0259 | 00033 00093 0288

Diarrhorsa& Bnteritis| (0224 0216 | 00266 | 0178 O¢103 | 096 | D168
(under 2 years) |

Nupatll-pox.—No deaths occurred from this disease during the year. Bixty
notifications were received, principally from the Urban Distriet of Cram-
lington.

Typhus, Cholera, Plague, Anthrax (in human subjects).—No cases were
reported,

Cereliro-spinal Meningitis,—Three cases were notified ; one death was
reported. :

Poliomyelitis.—Fourteen cases were notified ; three deaths occurred.
Polin-encephalitis.—One case was notified ; no deaths were reported.

Chicken-poxr was reported from thirteen sanitary districts.
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SoarLET FEVER.

The notifications numbered 737 (558 from urban and 179 from rural dis-
tricts). The mortality from this disease was 5 (3 deaths oceurring in urban
and 2 in rural districts). In 1925, 9 deaths were reported, and in 1927, 11.

= = e e e _

| Denth rmta Increase | Decrease = Attack rate
| per 1000 gingg | since per 10
population, 1928, | 1024, fiving.
Administrative County ... 0012 — 0010 1'79
Urban districts i el OMOO9 — | 004 183
Rural districts 0019 - | — 169
England and Wales (018 0003 — 305

The greatest number of cases occurred in the Borough of Wallsend (138),

Exreric FeEVER.

Seventy-three cases (63 from urban and 8 from rural distriets) were notified,
resulting in 19 deaths (17 oceurring in urban and 2 in rural districts). In
1928 the mortality was 6, and in 1927, 7.

Dieath rate . Incrense Decrease I Attack rate
per LK since since prer 1}
population, 1828, 19328, [ living.
Administrative County ... 0046 0.082 | — | ul7
Urban distriets ... ... 0059 (r043 — | o021
Rural distriets Y W 0019 o010 — o7
England and Wales 0010 -— U0l 07

The greatest number of cases oceurred in the urban district of Bedlington-
shire (42),

Dirwrneria AxDp MemBramovs Crouor.

The notifications numbered 241 (151 from urban and 90 from rural dis-
tricts). The diseases {one or both) were notified from 27 districts, i.o.,
from all districts except the urban districts of Amble, Rothbury urban and
Seghill, and the rural distriet of Belford.

Seventeen deaths oceurred (10 in urban and 7 in rural distriets) ; 13 deaths
were reported in 1928, and 8 in 1927,

| Dreath rate | Increnss Decrease | Attuck rate

peer LOO0 | sinea | since per 1k
| popalation. 1928, [ 1928, living.
Administrative County | w04l | o010 — 058
Irban districts ... .| 0082 | 0008 | ~— 049
Rural districts o 0066 0028 — 0B85
Eungland and Wales ) 0087 ro0é | - 159
| |

i

e S ST
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MEASLES,

Forty-four deaths occurred (42 in urban and 2 in rural districts); 12
deaths were reported in 1928 and 31 in 1927,

li’:‘f;;"f@ie ' Iucrm:u_e-\ ginge | Decrense sinee.
R et mE.: 1928
Administrative County ... e | OP1OF ‘ 0078
Urban districts .. r13s8 rilz —-
Rural districts 0018 — s
England and Wales s ce | 008G ‘ — 02

———— = —c

Waoorixg CouvcH.

The deaths numbered 118 (104 in urban and 14 in rural districts); 38
deaths were reported in 1928 and 14 in 1927,

| Denth rate

Inorease sinee | Deorass: since
per 1,000 .

| orakaen, 1928, 1624,

| | z
Administrative County ... wa| 0288 0195 —
Urban districts ... | 0r341 (r229 —
Rural districts ... o o ias rOns e
England and Wales 0160 0085 —

PueErrErAL FEVER.

This disease eaused 11 deaths (8 in urban and 3 in rural districts), com-
pared with 6 in 1928 and 12 in 1927.

Death rate : T
per 1,000 lucre]tie since I}mrﬁ;-g Hinee
_]?_t_:u_lmlation. g | 3
Administrative County ... o2y 0013 : -_
Urhan distriets ... rO26 0013 -
Rural districts 0028 (D09 l ==
|

The distribution of the 11 deaths was as follows :—Bedlingtonshire, 1 ;
Earsdon, 1 ; Gosforth, 2 ; Newburn, 2 ; Prudhoe, 1 ; Weetslade, 1 ; Alnwick
rural, 2: and Rothbury raral, 1.

DIARRIN(EA AND EXNTERITIS.
At all ages.

The number of deaths at all ages was 97 (79 in urban and 18 in rural
districts). In 1928, 69 deaths occurred, and in 1927, T3.

Increase since  ecreass since
per 1,04 1928 __

R | ' e
|
Administrative County ... 0286 | 087 -
Urban distriets ... 260 0ro7G

Rural districts ... o | D168 045 . —
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Under 2 years,

The deaths from this cause, under two years of age, numbered 65 {39 in
1928 and 43 in 1927); 506 ocenrred in urban and 9 n roral districts.

Death 1
BRate Increase sinee | Decrease since
per 1,000 1028, ' 1925,
hirths, i
Administrative County - o4 48 ! —_—
Urban districts 103 4@ -
Hural distriets A 2% —

—_—_—— - - e e e A ——

REesrirRATORY DISEASES.

Respiratory diseases (exclusive of Respiratory Tuberculosis) caused
663 deaths in the administrative county during the year: 3547 occurred in
urban and 116 in rural districts. 559 deaths were reported in 1928, and 7008
during 1927. The following table shews the comparative rates :—

| Denth

Rate Increase singe ! Decrease sinee
prar 1, 0HKD 1038, [ 1923,
{ p«l_:rpu'l;a_tiC!n. | 2
Administrative County ... 161 | (24 —
Urban districts ... 1'79 3l —
Rural districts b 109 004 | -
— - —— - — L —_—
ISFLUESZA.

One hundred and ninety-six deaths were recorded (149 in urban and 47 in
rural districts), as directly attributable to this disease during the vear.
The deaths during 1928 numbered 116, and during 1927, 195. The following
table indicates the comparative rates :— ;

lh:u.th |
Rate | Inerease ginee | Decreasze zince
per 1,004 1628, 1928,
population. | | WY,
Administrative County .., S 019 -
Urban districts ... 48 021 -—
Bauiral distriets o4 | 13 —
|
TUBERCULOSIS.
Table 1.
Deaths and death rales.
Respiratory | Won-Pulmonary | Tuberculosis
Tuberculosis. |  Tuberenlosis. | (all forms).
] T g THw | = TSGRy [IEa [ AT
| k) % i - ki Wi E =
T - =] I - i =2 =
|85 | By | B | . | SE| Bog | Egl £z Eg | Eg
i E =228 2|5 =5 | =8| 3 SHEE:
2 |22|23|22 3 |S2%|83|88 5 |22|2z| 8
&3 82| 88 & |3s] ﬁg% 2 | 2| g8 %.g
'-’g:igq x i:-: Em 31 Iﬂ: 2_'3 T
| il8 |& &l® A | &8 |A&
- : ey — — | PR
Administrative County| 301| 74 | 6 — | 108 26 | — | — | 400 l[lt‘Jl 6| —
Urban districts  ...| 238/ 79 | —  — | 87/ 28 | — —| 325 107 — | —
Rural districts o] BF) 6D | 25 | — 21| 20 ‘ — | —| 84 B8O 25 | —
England and Walea ... 31425 79 3| — 6566 17 | — | —|sre00] 98 3| —
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Table 1 shews the number of deaths and the death rates per 100,000
living from all forms of Tuberculosis. It will be observed that in Respiratory
Tuberculosis there is an increase of 6 in the administrative county and 25 in
the rural districts. The rate in the urban districts is the same as in the pre-
vious yvear. In the other forms of Tuberculosis the rate has not varied.

As indicated above, the death rate from all forms of Tuberculosis in the
administrative county during 1929 was 100 per 100,000 persons living.
Of the 409 deaths, 325 occurred in boroughs and urban districts (population
304,200) equivalent to a death rate of 107 per 100,000 living, and 84 in rural
districts (population 105 ,600) corresponding to a death rate of 80 per 100,000
living.

Table 2.

Deaths and death rates, 1900—1929,
Admmlsl:ratwa County of “\Tﬁrthumberla.nd

!
|

Respiratory | Non-Pulmonary Tuhernulums i
Tuberculosiz. Tuberculosis, {all forms). i & of
. ) - —| Total A

Year. | Death | Death Death | fuﬂ&thisl [?Eeriilllm
No., of | rate per No.of | rate per No. of rate per | rom all | p,per.

Deaths, | 100,000 | Deaths. | 100,000 | Deaths. | 100,000 | “*W3€5 | oylosis.

living. | living. | living, !
I

* 1900 237 1358 244 | 62 781 200 6,522 11.4
*1901 495 125 280 | 71 775 196 7,261 10.6
*1902 4485 125 240 | 60 T35 185 6,605 11.1

*1903 485 119 323 | 79 808 198 6,826 11.8
*1904 490 117 317 | 76 307 193 7,131 11.3
1905 344 102 230 | T 583 173 | 5,016 | 11.6
1906 362 104 208 | 60 70 164 | 5026 @113
1907 355 100 197 | 5o 852 155 4,790 11.5
1908 344 95 220 | 60 564 155 5,377 10.5
1909 377 101 207 | 55 584 | 156 | 4,994 | 11.6
1910 355 a3 225 G0 H30 153 4,917 11.7
1911 366 98 200 54 H66 152 5,159 10.9
1912 328 86 193 ol 521 136 4,861 10.7
1913 3563 91 189 48 542 139 5,175 10.4
11914 360 92 180 47 540 i 139 5,125 10.5
1915 376 1033 197 a4 673 | 157 5,786 9.9
T1916 304 110 187 52 581 | 162 4,915 11.8
11017 378 106 194 54 572 | 160 | 4,851 | 1L7
11918 434 122 164 46 b98 | 168 6,129 9.7
1919 367 97 136 30 503 | 133 5,335 9.4
1920 363 92 144 37 607 | 129 5,072 9.9
1921 347 87 151 38 498 | 125 4,944 10.1
1922 355 88 127 31 482 | 119 | 5,113 9.4
1923 345 85 122 30 467 | 115 4,599 10.1
1924 887 | 82 126 31 463 | 113 | 4951 | 9.3
1925 324 | 78 123 30 447 108 4,807 9.3
1926 303 | 73 120 29 423 102 4,735 8.9
1927 337 i 51 90 22 427 103 4,812 5.9
1928 277 | 63 107 26 3584 04 4,642 53
1929 301 | 74 108 26 409 100 6,000 | 82
Mean 25 | g 25 5 . { '

e 335 83 125 31 | 460 114 | 4,901 94

e —

"«n:rr:sre —*Prior to 1905 Tynemouth U.D., Benwell and Walker were in County area.
119141918 were ““war®' years.
11918 was the year of two severe epidemics of influenza.
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Table 2 shews the deaths and death rates from 1900 to 1929 in the ad-
minigtrative county from respiratory tubereunlosis, non-pulmonary tuber-
culosiz, and all forms, with the total number of deaths from all causes and
the percentage of deaths due to tuberculons disease. It will be noted that
the death rate per 100,000 living from all forms of tuberculosis is 100, whilst
in 1ENKD it was 200, The percentage of deaths from tuberculosis in 1900 was
11.4 against 8.2 in 1929, It should be observed that the total number of
deaths in 1900 was 6,822 whilst in 1929 it was 5,009,

During the five years 1924—1928, the mean mortality rate from all forms
of tubercular disease in the administrative county was 104 ; from respiratory
tuberculosis, the mean rate was 76 ; and from non-pulmonary tuberculosis,
28 per 100,000 living. In the preceding quingquennial period (1919—1923)
the mean rates were—from tuberculosis (all forms), 124 ; respiratory, 90 ;

and other forms 34 per 100,000 persons living.

The following table shews notifications and mortality at specified age
periods during the year 1929,

Table 3.
T o
A ] PQI‘I‘UC‘:H.‘, F i i | i = %-_ ___ B
Pulmouary. pul mg::n.n' . Pulmonary. pulmg::ary.
Years. '
0— 1 2 5 1 9
1— 5 - 22 56 8 20
5—15 e 137 112 20 21
15—25 218 57 74 22
25—45 253 | 31 122 13
d5—65 ... 81 TR 61 11
65 and upwards ! 9 | 1 . 15 | 3
!
‘ 722 265 301 | 108
|

Table 3 has been set ocut in compliance with the requirements of the
Ministry of Health.
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ADMINISTRATION,

For convenience, the following data is given eategorically in order to
meet the requirements of the Ministry of Health : —

Public Health ( Prevention of Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1925.—Following
upon an application by the County Council, authority for enforcing these
Regulations, within the area of the administrative county, was given to
the County Council through the medium of the County of Buckingham
(Prevention of Tuberculosis) Ovder, 1926, It was not found necessary
to take any action under the Regulations during the year.

Public Health Act, 1925, Section 62.—No action was found to be necessary
during the year.

Az previonsly indicated, the mean death rate from KRespiraiory Tuber
culosis in the administrative county during the previous five years 1924 —
1928) is 76 per 100,000 ; this rate is greater than that recorded from all
the deaths arising from the seven principal Zymotic diseases, which shewed
a mean rate of 43 per 100,000 during the same period.

TABLE 5.

IxcipeExcE oF TUBERCULOSIS 1IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE COUNTY ACCORDING
10 IMSTRICTS.

* Live ™ tases - ot e
e Number of Live ' cazes
ﬂna:t;ﬁﬁll«ﬂﬁ - ';fil.'“"ﬁ-‘-' ]llﬂ:ﬂgﬁml on !:"gi”jﬁ'“
mencement bl during year. L
G during yecar. al year.
DISTRIOTE. of year.
T [ T | e e
E5| &84 Bl gd! 25| g4/ Ep g4
£5 | 2 E Total gg £ E Total g‘?;'gﬂ Total| §5 = E Total
A= O a |08 = | s8 . 2% |58
Municipal Horonghs, | '
EBerwick-on-Tweed o [ 24 bilid 12 6 18 11 & 16 40 o i
f{h-th = 11;!5 85 2511 01| 17 108] 35 12| 47231 | 94 | 325
orpeth ... e [ b a1 15 b | 28 ] 4 8 a1 1| 82
Wallsend... «a] BHD | 2200 60D | 166 R 40 16 | a5 | 485 | 240 : T8t
Urlain Ihistricis, '
Alnﬂrltul-: ana] 25 ¥ 32 18 4 17 5 3 11 a0 a5 47
Amble ... ¥ G 13 o & T ] - 4] 9 5 17
Ashington -] 141 68 | 197 46 | 22 681 21 12 | 383 | 147 70 | 287
%!edliﬂmuﬁmre o] 258 | 122 | 378 51 20 7l 14 11 85 | 286 | 187 | 428
ramlington ... ] 57| 82 89%F 1 1 11 7 2 ¢l 57| 33| 920
Barsdon ... ... .. 70| 80 00| 10| 6| 25] 13| 2| 15| 80| &4 I 124
Gosforth ... . 4B 17 s | 13 3 16§ 11 - 11] 26 Al 84
Hexham . i T 14 | 160 18 = 18 o 1 & | 158 15 | 174
Lom bfnt-un o 28 17 45 il 3 15 T 4 11 18 8 | a8
New Jagr.sll:-ln the-Sen . 58| 18 76| 20| 20 40 3 1 41 T4 40} 114
Newhurn, ., A= e 16T 1834 304 40 21 £k 12 4 14 | 195 | 151 | 40
gruuillmc oo 142 63 205 a1 16 7 4 o 8 1 122 48 | 171
othbury - - - 5 - - - - - i - 1
Seaton Delaval .. -l 4B Y i 17 13 a0 2] 1 4 S HE. LY
Seghill ... 3 1 4 3 - 3 3 - a 4 i FOT .
Weetalade L b LE! oG 13 B 4 | 4 = i LI 81 1 115
Whitley & Mﬂnkmtﬂn & a8 194 1 q o4 13 5 181 110 40 | 150
Rural Districts,
Alnwick ... wal 87 1% 50 13 [{] 1% 8 3 11 43 1% g2
Belford ... i ] ] 14 [ 1 (1 4 1| & ] T 15
Bellinghamn e M 5 oy 4 1 5 h L 6] 27 3 30
Castle Ward ... w0 BT 10T 20 11 410 1 2 i 31 96 46 142
Glendale ... B = 16 i 1 = o | 4 | i 10 B 18
Halt]':uh'l.:li!.llu %!!I- a-’: Iﬁi_i ji- 1 -;2 12 - ] dﬂ' ) :35
H“Petm 15&0 0 1) 3l oaal wmE w| i el il
Norham d. Tslumlshlrea i 10 o0 3 b ) 2 4 [ 10 11 |
Rothlbu ¥ B 1 [ 'l B ] 3 - i & 3 8
ToTALS ... ...z,ss:sll.m 3,637| 728 | 278 1,000} 301 | 108 400 2759 1,208 :-:.EE
| I

: —
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TREATMENT oF TUBERCULOSIS.

The undermentioned consolidated return shews the work of all dispen-
saries during the year 1929 ; succeeding tables give an outline of the work
of individual dispensaries. It will be observed that of 1,831 new cases
(including contacts) examined, 570 were definitely tuberculous, 23 cases
were written off the dispensary registers as cured, 152 died, and at the end
of the year 2,271 definite cases were on the dispensary registers.

TUBERCULOSIS SCHEME
OF THE NORTHUMBERLAND Covuxry CousoiL.

RETURN SHEWING THE WORK OF THE IISPEXSARIES DURING THE YEAR 1920,

e = = S - —= e - — e —————

1.5-1.'.'4-

PULMONARY. | Non-PULMOXARY. TOTAL.
| MR e e
DIAGHOSIS, Adulta. | Children. |  Adults. | Children. Adults. = Children.
1 |
o [ e [
| | [ N
M|F | M | F | M| F AP MR MR
= | i ; I : I
A—NEW Cuasps examined during ' , ; |
the year (excluding contacta) : | i
(@) Definitely tubercalous ... 178 | 159 | 30| 40| 11 & | 47 29 189 | 163 @6 | a8
Eb}l Doubtinlly tuberoulons - = = = Bl IR bae B g B | 47
) Non-tulierculous | (i et [t Wt e e FEEe B L i e
l]-.—[.‘(:lHT.l.n’.:Tﬂ examined during the | ' | . l
year :— ' ! |
(a) Definitely tuberculous ... 11 3 13 8) & —| 3 3 13 23 16 11
(&) Doubtiully tubercalons ... — | — —_ =] = _— — - 18 11 18 | 27
(¢} Non-tuberculous ... el — — = —_ —_ — —_ .- 79| 188 | 211 | 220
. —CASER written off the Diapen- |
sary Register as |
(@) Cured o ik 2| —| —| = 2 5 5 i 4 5 &

(b) Diagnosis not confirmed or
non-tubereulons (including
cancellation of eazes noti-
fied in error) d =] = —=| =] =| =| =1 — | & g1 | 342 | 327

.

D.—NUTMBER OF PERSONE on Ths.
pensary Begister on Dee- |
ember 315t — I
(2} Diagnosis completed 3 lll'iﬁ :

231 ' 175 707 | GlD | 503 | 442
(4) Diagnosis mot mn}pletml - RO

290 20| 35| 37

an
b
=
E
5]
=
e |
&
(3]
]
k=]

Number of persons on Dispensary Register on January lst... - 1,008
Number of patients transferred from other areas and of ** lost sight

of " cases returned ... L N 77
Number of patients transferred to other areas and cases * lost sight

ﬂf i - LR - LR e L e LR LR 245
Died during the year ... AR - -
Number of ohservation cases under A (6) and B (b) above in which

period of observation exceeded 2 months.. = 56

Number of attendances at the Dispensaries f:nc!udmg r:nntacta} .. 5,184

Number of consultations with Medical FPractitioners :
{2) At homes of applicants ... e 181
(0) Otherwise ... i e ; e 1,082

Number of other visita by Tuberen'osis Officers to I:IE-I:IIEE R -]
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Number of visits by Health Visitors to homes for Dmpmaur}

purposes o i i 5 . 13,386
Number of specimens of Sputum, &c., -,xa,mmctl == 70
Number of insured persons on Dispensaries Registers on the 3lst

December P iis = B72
Number of insured persons under Domiciliary Treubment on the

31st December e 288
Number of reports received during the year in respect of msured
persons :—
(zg) Form G.P. 17 17
(5) Form G.P. 36 . 043

Three previous to 1926 cases, which had been written off as * cured ”
returned and were again entered on the Register as New Cases and included
in Head ** A" (a) 2and A (b) 1

Sleeping Shelters,—The loan of sleeping shelters is made to suitable cases,
At the end of the year 35 shelters were in use by patients at their homes,

RETURY SHEWING THE WoORK OF THE WALLSEND DISPENSARY

DURING THE YEAR 1929,

D asxoRIs, Pulmonary, . Puliﬁzﬂ;ry. ToTal.
A.—New Cases examined during the
year (excluding contacts) :—
(@) Definitely tuberculous ... B 24 1756
() Doubtfully tuberculous —_ — 83
{¢) Non-tuberculous... s —_— - B0
B.—CoxTaors examined during the year:
{a) Definitely tuberculous ... 22 2 24
{6) Doubtfully tuberculous . — — 52
(¢} Non-tuberculous... A — - 333
(C.—Cases written off the Dispensary
Register as ;:—
(@) Coared ... 5 0 10
(6) Diagnosis not confirmed or non-.
tuberculous (including cancella-
tion of cases notified in error)... — — 464
D—Nvueer oF PER3OoxNS on Dispensary
Register on December 31st :— :
{n) Diagnosis completed ... ...y 504 135 729
(6) Diagnosis not completed — — 19
Number of persons on Dispensary Register on January lst... w607
Number of patients transferred from other areas and of * lost sight
of ” cases returned ... 25
EHL?EM of patients tr&nsferred to other areas and cases * lost sight
LR LR} LR ] LN LE R e LR LA LR 1']0
Died during the year ... 57
Number of observation cases under A (b) and B () above in which
period of observation exceeded 2 months ... SR | | 1

Number of attendances at the Dispensary (including contacts) ... 1,875
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ReTrRrN SHEWING THE WorE oF THE BLyTa IISPENSARY
DURING THE YEAR 1020,

DiagKos18, | Fulmonary. Non- ToTAL,

Pulmonary.
i }

A—New Cases examined during the!
year (excluding contacts) :— !

(a) Definitely tuberculous ... < 73 11 : 54
(b) Doubtfully tuberculous ey — | 22
() Non-tuberculons... ! — — | T0
B.—Coxracrs examined during the J.rauni '
(a) Definitely tuberculous ... el 12 — | 12
(6) Doubtfully tuberculouns —- — 5}
(¢) Non-tuberculous... —_ — 156
C.—Cases written off the Dispensary|
Register as ;(—
(a) Cured ... e — - —_
(b) Diagnosis not confirmed or non- | |
tuberculons (including ecancella- '
tion of cases notified in error)... - — | 227
D.—NuvMBER oF PERSOKS on Dispenmryl ' .
Register on December 31st : |
(2) Diagnosiz completed ... e 262 a9 311
(b) Diagnosis not completed — — . 14
Number of persons on Dispensary Register on January lst... 246
Number of patients transferred from other areas and of * lost sight
of " cases returned e e s s 7
Number of patients transferred to other areas and cases * lost sight
nf i CREE mwm LR RS LR LS LR LR FaE IS
Died during the year ... a2
Number of observation cases under A (b) and B (b) above in which
period of observation exceeded 2 months m 18
Number of attendances at the Dispensary (including contacts) 072

Brerrex Seewnse THE Work oF THE HExmEAM IHSPENSARY
DURING THE YEAR 1920,

D xosiz, | Pulmonnry. Plﬂll;:ﬁ:l:i-l.l'}'. ToT AL,
|
A—New Casgs examined duoring the |
year (excluding contacts) :—
() Definitely tuberculous ... o 27 ‘ 8 35
(&) Doubtfully tuberculous —_ ; — 55
{¢) Non-tuberculons... e - 17
B.—CoxTacTs examined during the year: !
(2) Definitely tuberculous ... 2 , 1 3
(6) Doubtfully tuberculous —— | - 12
(¢) Non-tuberculous... e — | — 7
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Hou- |

DIAGROSIS. | Pulmonary. | | ]-"u]moua.:l}

ToTaL,

C.—Cases written off the 'Dmpensury.
Register as :— .
(2) Cured ... /| 1 : —
{b) Diagnosis not confirmed or non-|
tuberculous (including cancella-|

tion of cases notified in error)... | —_ — 40

D.—Nvumeer oF Persoxs on Dispensary
Register on December 31st :—
{a) Diagnosis completed ... | 284
{b) Diagnosis not completed —

| &
(L]
by
[ =1

Number of persons on Dispensary Register on January lst... -
Number of patients transferred from other areas and of “ lost sight
of 7 cases returned 26
Number of patients transferred to other areas and cases * lost sight
‘:.f i LS ] 1y LI 3L LA X TEE LR 3 LR RS tar mam Eu
Died during the year ... 13
Number of observation cases under A (6) and B (b) above in which
period of observation exceeded 2 months ... 13
Number of attendances at the Dispensary (including contacts) ... 432
RETURN SHEWING THE WORK OF THE NEWBURN DISPENSARY
DURING THE YEAR 1929,
Dragrosis, Pulmonary. i Pulﬂgﬁﬁrr ToTAL.
A.ﬁfﬂzxx' Cases examined during the |
|
{a) Definitely tuberculous .. 27 15 42
(#) Doubtfully tuberculous — —_ | 11
{¢) Non-tuberculous... —_ -— ' 11
B.—CoxTacTs examined during the year:
(2) Definitely tuberculous ... 4 3
(b) Doubtinlly tuberculous — -—
(¢) Won-tuberculous... — —_ 53
C.—Cases written off the Dispensary
Register as :
(@) Cured ... — 3
() Diagnosis not confirmed -::ur non-
tuberculous (including cancella- |
tion of cases notified n t:rmr',im' _— . — |
I).—Nvueer oF PERsSoNsS on Dispensary '
Register on December 3lst :— ,
{#) Diagnosis completed ... ; 127 ; B 213
{6} Diagnosis not completed — | - 12
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Number of persons on Dispensary Register on January lst... FRE

Number of patients transferred from other areas and of * lost sight
of " cases returned ... - F 10

Number of patients transferred to other areas and ecases * lost sight
ﬂ{"“ "aw L) LR} . ®EE HEE LR LA 4"‘.

Died during the year ... s - s o 8

Number of observation cases under A (b) and B (b) above in which
period of observation exceeded 2 months ... 13

Number of attendances at the Dispensary (including contacts) ... - 417

BETURY SHEWING THE WORE OF THE ASHINGTON [MSPENSARY
DURING THE YEAR 1929,

| -
Non-
DiaGxosls, Pulmonary, | A [

| Polmonary, : ToTAL.
A.—New Cases examined during the !
year (excluding contacts) :—
(@) Definitely tuberculous ... e 138 BE Tl
(&) Doubtfully tuberculous -— — ' 21
{¢) Non-tuberculous... aes e -= - [ 174
B.—Coxtacts examined during the year: -
(o) Definitely tuberculous ... 15 2 | 17
{#) Doubtfully tuberculous - ——- -
{¢) Non-tuberculous... — — 04
C.—Cases written off the Dispensary |
Register as :— !
(a) Cured - o 2 7 , 9
(b)) Diagnosis not confirmed or non- i
tuberculous (including cancella- '
tion of cases notified in error)... — - ‘ 286
D.—NvmpeEr oF PERSONS on Dispensary !
Register on Decemaber 31st :— |
(a) Diagnosis completed ... .. 546 1560 | 878
() Diagnosis nor completed -— — f 21

Number of persons on Dispensary Register on January 1st... el DN

Number of patients transferred from other areas and of * lost sight

of " cases returned ... s 9
Number of patients transferred to other areas and cases ** lost sight
O‘f o LR R ®EE e ram [N} aEn rEw mar [EX] .T

Died during the year ... e 42

Number of observation cases under A (b) and B (§) above in which
period of observation exceeded 2 months ... T

Number of attendances at the Dispensary (including contacts) ... 1,488
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BESIDERTIAL IRATITUTIONS,

AVERAGE NUMEBER OF BEDS AVAILABLE vor PaTIEsTs
DURING THE Y EAR 1924,

[ Non=-Pulmonary
Pulmonary Tubercnlosis, Tuherenlosis.
O lzerva- - Total,
tion. | * Sana- Dizease of | |
torinm ** | Hespital ** Bones | Other
Beds Beds and Joints, _Unndlﬂom.!
Adult Males ... B 78 20 —_— | =2 ! 108
Adult Females ... 5 42 20 S | SRR
Children under 15 ... 2 47 - 34 | =2 [ &1l
TOTAL... w24 | 167 40 34 |- 28 Zai

ReTrex SHEWING THE EXTEXT oF RESIDESTIAL TREATMENT
DURING THE Y EAR 1920,

= | in Admitted | Dischargen Died In
[nstitutions  doring the | doring the In the Institutions
on Jan. 1. Vear. Vear. Institntions. | on Dec. 31,
38| M 95 104 174 10 105
= | 7| 2 182 160 G | B
Number of —_— {
Tatients TR | B G2 112 114 1 | G
= = : :
= 8 51 &35 g | | 44
I T T 16 ) i
Number of ol 8 0 14 e 3
(bservation .
Cades oot AL 1 13 17 — l 2
= I
== F 1 17 1% —_— | 1
TOTAL 200 634 620 18 | 284
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BETURN SHEWING THE IMMEDIATE RESULTS OF TREATMENT OFF PATIENTS®
AND OF OBSERVATION OF DOUBTFUL CASES DISCHARGED FROM
REsinEyTIAL [NSTITUTIONS DURING THE YEAR 102D,

————

Duration of Residentinl Treatment in the Institution.

Lo Ll
Institution.

Condition at tima Under 3 39— months,

f f#—12 months, More than 12
of discharge. monihs.

months. TOTAL.

Clasaification |
THE E[]'Illilﬁ‘-ul 811

M.!'F. |ch| M| F Chl H.! F. | Ch. M. | F.|Ch
|

)
Quipecent... .. ... +!23/15(25|61 48|26 (18| H| 2| —| & a8

- .
= Z Improved... T I T T B T | 1] 8| ¢ 1| 2 74
wm B
ZE No materlal improvement — | 83 | — —| 3 = |=| 1| = —|=—|— 7
- | i

Dhed in Institution ves —  — M= == = i = = = 1

w & | Quiescent... g — | =|l=|=11 =|=] 8| 1|=|=|= 4

& (B .

E & = Improved... e B == 4| Y =] 2| Bl= L|oe=|=— 13

E EE No material improvement — @ — —  =— | =— — | o— | o= — — — P —

= | ' [ .

= 5 Med o Toetibition. | — | = | 2= = == =] ==l =] == i | =] -_

o |8 | Quiescent... .. .| —|—|—|=|— 1|=|=|—=|=|—]| 1] 2

g Baad - : I i | (1] | 1 | Kk

'3 ay = Improved... P it e 1 T — | 14 e L) I = i

A EE No material improvement 2 | ¢|l=| 3| 2 =] 8} 3 = - - | 28

e ! | | ,

M S Diedin Tstitution .. — | —|— 1/ 1 —|[—| 1|= =] 2|= b
w5 Quiescent... I S [ SR S| ey RS R S il | 1 1
= | | ! |
ﬂ-": Improved... I s Tl R e B | T 0| (| e Seee (P = | e 1
S} |
i'__-:': No material improvement 4 9 — | 5| 5| 2 | £ 2] 12 I —_ - = id
©  Died in Institution ... 5 2 _,3,—|— — T = 12
s Quicseent or Arrested ... — | — 5| 2 | —_ 3| == 2 == ] 21

| . .
S5 Improved.. .. i —|—; 1|— —|1i=|=] 2/ — —| 38 7
e | |
25 No material improvement — — i 1 ‘ — — |1l - | === = 1 3
: |

2 Died in Institutlon ... — —|— | —|—|—i—|—|— —|— —| —

E . | Quleseent or Arrested ... — — | 3| —=|—= |8 | =} 1| 8| =|= 2| a7

=3 =

S § mproved.. .. .— — 5 |—| 1] 2 | ey il =|= 1| 10

= 3? No material improvement — — 1| — — | | — =] === = a

e | | ]

.. " Died in Institution .. — — — | — — | —|— — | S [P e 2y

B mm— —

E Quicaeent or Arrested .| — — @ — _!_‘I“‘I“ﬂ_]_" R =

.5 ;E‘ Improved... ] e o i i i it B e Y o | e —

B S i ; ; |

Y 2 & No material improvement — @ — — | — | — == e =] = = e = P

- =

= Died in Institution .| — | — — | —|— | — === | === =
_ | Guiescent or Arrested ... — 1 T B e T B e e H
E .| '

2% Improved... | = === =] | == - 2
=4
T2 Nomaterlal improvement —  — — | — | — | — | — | — | — | — = =
e |
Died in Institution sl — =" — il =) o el _LTT_.-: —_— —
1 More than
Under1 wk. 1—2 weeks. | 2—4 weeks. 4 weeks,
EE | | !
5.8
= Eg Tuberculous e | 2| — | —_ | b|=—|=— | 16|18 | & | G 62
EHE | | |
E;E" Non-tuberculous... ... — |— | =l | === %] | &| 5] 3 20
= | .

_S&% | Doubtbud... .. . 1l—=l— | - = | | e ) [ | 3
* Tt should be borne In mind that the definition of * patient ™ does not include persons in whom

a definite disgnosis of tuberculosis has not been made,
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Table IV shews in summary form the condition of ali patients whose
vecords are in the possession of the Dispensaries and, before studying this,
the following notes on classification, ete., should be

Patients diagnosed as suffering from Pulmonary Tuberculosiz arve
placed in the following categories :—

lazs T'.B. minns, viz., cases in which tubercle bacilli have never been
demonstrated in the sputum ; and

Cluzs T.B. plus, viz., cases in which tubercle baeiili have at any time

been found, It should be noted that a patient originally in Class T. B.

minus must be transferred to Class T. B. plus at any stage in the course of

treatment if and when tubercle bacilli are found ; while, on the other hand,

a patient who is once placed in Class T. B. plus can never revert to Class

T. B. minus.

fass T.B. plus is further subdivided into three groups as follows :—

Group 1l.—Cases with slight constitutional disturbance, if any, e.g.,
there should not be marked acceleration of pulse nor elevation of tem-
perature except of very transient duration ; gastro-intestinal disturb-
ance or emaciation, if present, should not be excessive.

The obvious physical signs should be of very limited extent as
follows ;—Ei sent in one lobe only and in the case of an apical
lesion of one upper lobe not extending below the second rib in front
or not exceeding an equivalent area in any one lobe ; or where these
physical signs are present in more than one lobe they should be limited
to the apices of the upper lobes and should not extend Lelow the clavicle
and the spine of the scapula,

No complication {tuberculous or other) of prognostic gravity shouid
be prezent. A small area of dry pleurisy does not exclude a case from
this group.

Growp 3.—Uases with profound syztemiec disturbance or eonstitutional
deterioration, with marked impairment of function either local or general,
and with little or no prospect of recovery.

All cases with grave complications, whether tuberculous or not,
are classified in this group, e.g., diabetes, tuberculosis of larynx or
intestine, ete,

Group 2.—All cases which cannot be placed in Groups 1 and 3.
Patients suffering from Non-pulmonary Tuberculosis are elassified
according to the site of the lesion as follows :—

(1) Tuberculosis of bones and joints.

(2) Abdominal Tuberculosis (i.e., tuberculosis of peritoneum, intes-

tines or mesenteric glands).

(3) Tuberculosis of other organs.

{4) Tuberculosis of peripheral glands,

Patients suffering from multiple lesions are classified in one sub-group
only, viz., in that applltﬂhle to the case which stands highest in the table.

{,-'J_'maermhcm Cruses.—Persons attending at, or in connection with, the
dispensaries, in whose cases the tubere ulosis officer cannot, within a
period of one month from his first examination of the case, come to a
definite diagnosis after physical examination and the application of the
necessary tests. (These cases appear on Table 1, A and B, under sub-
section 0.)

Quiescent.—Cazes which have no symptoms of tuberculosis and no
zigns of tuberculons disease except such as are compatible with a com-
pletely healed lesion, and in which sputum, if present, is free from tubercle
bacilli.

Arrested.—In  pulmonary cases, the term *‘arrested ™ is applied
only to cases which have been yuiescent for a period of at least two years.

In non-pulmonary cases the term * arrested ™ is used as soon as there
is reason to believe that the disease is unlikely to recur,

Cured —No patient is deemed to be * cured ™ until in the case of pul-
monary tuberculosis, five years, and, in the case of non-pulmonary tuber-
culosis, three years, have elapsed without any symptoms of active disease
{i.r., arrest has been maintained for three years).

(1
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lEPoRT OF THE MEDICAL SUPERINIENDENT,
WooLEY BANATORIUM,
voi THE YEAR ENDED 31sT DECEMBER, 1929.
The year 1929 has been an important one in the development of

the Sanatorium, as a good deal of new constructive work tending to
improve the efficiency and amenities of the Institution has been

urndertalken.

Hoads.
A complete system of roads and paths, properly ]}JE!'III]E'd. and suar-
faced with tarmac, has been constrocted. his has contributed

materially to the comfort of patients and staff, particularly in winter,
and has made it easier to keep the wards clean.

e frigevator.

The installation of a ** Frigidaive *' cold storage plant has solved the
pr:ﬂ}!pm of he:—gping meat and millk in the summer menths,

Potatoavashing Mackine.

The provision of a potato-washing machine has mimmised the
drudgery of peeling potatoes daily for a community of about 240
people, and has resulted in an economy of eight stones of potatoes per
wWenk.

Kitehen Raonge.

A more satisfactory type of kitchen range has been provided.

futernal Telephone System.

The installation of an automatic relay telephone system has been
a great boon in an institution where the varions blocks are so far
AL,

Domestic Hot Water Supply.

The installation of a new high-speed engine in the engine-room has
enabled exhaust steam to be utilised for heating the domestic hot
water supply in the Administrative Block and Nurses’ Home. An
ample supply of hot water is now available for all purposes.

The cumulative effect of the improvements has been considerable,
and it has been particularly noticeable in those items concerning food,
viz., the rvefrigerator, the potato-washing machine and the kitchen
range. Complaints have been very rare.

The following items were in course of construction at the end of the
year, but had not been completed :—
The Gardener’s cottage.
Extensions to the sewage plant.
The Mapds' Recreation Room.

The latter is particularly important in view of the difficulty in
keeping maids of a good type so ;’.-u- away from the attractions of town
life. 1t is hoped that the provision of a well furnished, comfortable
room will help to overcome this difficulty.




&
Structural Renewals and Ilepairs.
A considerable amount of painting was done by contract.
Water Supply.
The supply of water gave rise lo anxiety during the year and

vestrictions in the consumption of water had to be imposed. The whole
matter is being investigated by the County Architect.

ases dealt witl,

During the vear 376 cases were discharged from the Institution,
classified as follows :—

Juiescent e T e e -
Improved A o s T e R
No material improvement 61
Died 16

Non-Tuberculous

st
=F Lo
| - [ =

The “‘no material improvement’’ and “‘died” contribute a total of
77. representing the diffienlt problem of the advanced case. It might
be asked why such a proportion do badly in a sanatorium. With a
few exceptions. these cases were new admissions. A great many weie
of an acute type of the disease who did not respond to treatment and
who were hopeless from the beginning. In such cases it is not really
a matter of late diagnosis. Tt is dne to an inherent lack of resistance

to the disease,

In this connection, it is noteworthy that out of a total of five *° farm
labourers * freated during this year, four were of a severe type. Two
of these died in the Tnstitution, two did badly and died later at home.
One only was “improved’.

While it is true to say that the total number of cases in this cccupa-
tion from the large agricultural community in the County is very small,
it is worthy of remark that in an ocenpation which is essentialiy healthy
and which would be expected to be comparatively immune from tuber-
culosis, the majority showed little or no response to treatment.

This tends to support the view that resistance to tubeirculosis is
largely acquired by repeated small infections insufficient to produce
the disease in healthy people. In industrial areas opportunities for
such infections are numerous, leading to a higher degree of resistance
to infection and to a more chronic form of tuberculosis.

Speaking generally. mortality statistics of different countries show
that where industrialisation has been of long-standing as in England,
there is a steadily declining death rate from tuberculosis, and where
industrialisation has been of more recent date, as in Norway and
Japan, the death rate is actually rising. This is held to be due to
bringing a population that has not been thoroughly ‘‘tuberculised’ and
consequently resistant. into contact with modern industrial conditions
where opportunities for infection are numerous.
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Uecupation,

The following table shews the occupation of the cases dealt with
during the period onder review :—

Boat lmlln:]m
Botler-maker

Railway porter
Ratlway shunter

Male.
Miner e OB Civil zervant 1
Labourer o al B Chemist 1
Fitter (engineer) i Diriller !
Farm servant 8 Electrician 1
Fainter o 4 Errand boy 1
Blacksmith 3 Engine driver Zawh
Mason 3 Fireman eia
Brass finisher o Fisherman R |
Clerk z Fishing-rod II!I-.I]-EF'I‘." 1
Club steward 2 Joiner ; I
Moulder 2 Milk mlcs.m.,ut ]
Motor driver 2 Page boy .. 1
Plumber 2 Paper boy 1
Hivetter ] Pavior 1
Shopman 2 Pattern-ma Lm 1
Butler 1 Posiman 1

1 1

1 1
Baker ... 1 Surveyor 1
Coppersmith 1 Stove-keeper 1
Cook (ship’s) 1 No occupation ... 5
Coal merchant ... 1 =
Colliery engineman ... 1 192

Female
Housewife Saa g GGardener (Market) 1
Domestic ... ... ... 65 Laundress 1
Clerk e 5 Machinist 1
Shop assistant .. 4 Ropery-worker 1
Farm servant 2 Slipper maker 1
Bus conductress o 4ol Store-keeper ... 1
Commereinl traveller 1 MNo m-mlpatinn ]
Clook 1 —_
Collector 1 154
(ilass worker 1

Average Duration of the Stay.

The average period of treatment compared with previous years was
as follows :—

1924-25.  19%25-26. 1927, 1038, 1929
Male 1671 1853 1773 183-01 179-5
Female 1399 151°5 1561 15184 1283

Every effort has been made to keep the full number of beds, 180,
occupied throughout the year, the average being 17824 or 99:02 per
cent.,

Preatment.

Treatment has been conducted om the usnal Sanatorinm lines with
“Occupational Therapy” or “Graduated Labour” in the garden and
in the various departments of the Settlement.

Special forms of treatment, such as ** Artificial Pneumothorax ** and
“*Banocrysin® have been carried out in suitable cases. These methods
have been described in detail in previous reports.
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X-Fay.

Provision has been made for the early installation of a modern
apparatus.

During the year screening of the chest was carvied out as a routine
measure with the existing equipment.

Lalaratory.

Repeated microscopic examinations of the sputum for tubercle bacilli
were made in all cases.

lothing.

Clothing has been provided for necessitous cases out of the grant ol
£50 per annum. Gifts of clothing from private charitable sources have
also been available. Corduroy trousers and clogs have been provided
for the use of patients working in the garden and on the pig farm.

This has proved a popular innovation as it was a frequent source of
complaint from patients that their clothes and boots were quickly
worn out or ruined in these occupations and that they were unable to
replace them.

Garden and Grounds.

The lay-out of the front of the Institution has been completed and
is now tle most noteworthy featurve of the Sanatorium grounds. The
cheerful co-operation of convalescent patients has alone made it possible.
It is hoped to proceed with the areas between the wards as opportunity
affords.

Religous Services,

New F'ﬁup!:.f.—‘lllw new Churceh of Ellgl.‘lml 'L.'hiipul Wis n‘.lﬁit:iul.‘_}‘
opened and dedicated in September, 1929, by Bishop Hornby. It is
a beauntiful little stone hui]-fing with a seating capacity of about 70
and is proving a considerable asset to the Institution. Services are
held on Monday evenings and are well attended,

The Rev. J. H. Salisbury, the Vicar of Slaley, to whom the credit is
due for raising the necessary tunds, has moved to the Parish of
Haydon Bridge. The new Vicar, the Rev. M. W. Proud, is now
carrying on the work,

Now-couformist Services —Non-conformist  services are held oun
alternate Sundayvs in the Patients’ Recreation Room. A rota of lay
preachers is available from the district cireuit.

Roman Cathelic Services.—Roman Catholic services have been

arranged on the first Wednesday of each month and are conducted
by the Rev. Father Walsh of Hexham,

Hecreation.

The Patients” Social Union has continued to cater for this side of
Sanatorium life, and the *‘permy a week' contributions provide a
fund for the provision of indoor games, playving cards, ete.

Thanks are due to various concert parties for their services during
the winter months. -

(xifts of books, magazines, ete,, have been received from the British
ted Cross Society and from private individuoals.

The Men's Recreation Room was provided with additional furniture
during the year.

A comfortable recreation room for the women l|:-=1L‘Lie:1¢.ﬂ would be a
very useful addition to the institution, particularly in the winter
monihs.
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The table taken from the Ministry of Health Return Memo. 37/7T.,
showing the classifieation of the cases discharged during the year, is

appended,

Classification i

I have the honour to be,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

R. CuxNIiNGHAM,

Medical Superintendent,

Duration of residential treatment,

: Unditog Under 3 —b 6—1Z | Mare than |
on admission | at time of Months. | Months. Months, | 12 Months. | ToTAL.
to the discharge. | |
Institution. I ™ A 7 M F | M P
Clazs Quiescent. 4 23 25 61 25 18 | 2 - 146
| T, Minus Improved e 4 | 1 11 = 16 1 | 4 1 i1
No material |
improvement | — 3 — ] — 1 | — - 7
Died in |
o Institution ... — — - —- — | == o
%, Claas Quicscent — — | — 1 — 2 === = q
E | T.B. Flus. | Improved ... 3 —_ 4 i 2 £ 1 - 13
| Group 1. No materlal
E improvement., — —_ L e = S iy L .
| Died in
E | Institution ..., — — | e I T &
= o TP s A SR S
b | Class Quiezcent R T e e — == il
% | T.B. Plus. | Tmproved .| 6 5 | 10 7 | 1 i 6 1 55
E Group 2. No material
= improvement | 2 2 1 b b - 28
| Died in
Institution ...| — = | 1 1 — 1 —- a 5
Class Qmiescent = = l — = S = == e fis
T.B6. FPlus.  Improved —_— = — —_ _— — - - -
Group 3. No material |
Improvement 4 ] bi B 4 2 —- e 1]
Died in
Institution ... 7] 2 a3 — —_— _— 1 — i1
Bones and (uiescent ;
Joints or Arrested...] — -_— | 2 — - —_ - 2
Improved o= = = — — = = i
= | No material | | |
= improvement | — —_ —_ _— = - e - i
§ IMed in | |
E Institntion .,.| — s = S — - - A ——
2 Aldominal] Quiescent |
= | or Arrested...| — = | = —_— - 1 -— - 1
H Tmproved — EE — 1 e = oL i 1
= No material
= ill:fmve:m-nt —_ — — = e i k= — =
= Died in [
E | | Emstbithenl = e e el e e e it
Z | Peripheral Quiescent [
'E Glands or Arrested,,,| — 1 — = — — - - i
= Imoroved ... — 1 = —_ | = e - = 1
- No material |
| improvement | — — — — — - — - —
Died in ' |
Imstitution ,..| — — o — = S £ = T
Under 1 1—=2 2—4 More than
week, weeks, | weeks, 4 weeks,
Observation | Tuberenlouns ... -—  — —_—e | = = 18 23
for purposes | Non-tubercul- I
of ous ... - _ 1 - -_ 4 | @ & 11
diagnosia, Doubitful 1 —_ — —_ — —_ | - —_ 1
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Mink axp Damies (Cowsoniparion) Acr, 1915,

Twenty-six *‘ notices ” under the above Act were received from
Authorities outside the administrative County with respect to tubercle
bacilli having been found in milk produced within the avea of the
County,

The County Veterinary Inspectors in consequence examined the
herds involved, numbering 614 cows, and took 44 ml_nples of milk
which were submitted to the biological test in the Council’s laboratory.

Eleven of these samples were found to be infected with tubercle
bacilli.

Thirteen cows were slaughtered in consequence of the above pro
cednre,

Mg axp Darmeries Omrper, 1926 (Part LV.).

The systematic examination of milk from herds of cows within
the County for the purpose of detecting animals suffering from tuber-
culosis, and the veterinary inspection of herds from which infected
samples have been obtained, has been actively pursued during the
}'*!‘Ht'. .

The co-operation of District Sanitary Officers has again  been
willingly accorded and greatly appreciated.

The number of cowkeepers °* registered 7’ in the County at the
end of the yvear was 1,415, and the approximate bovine pupulnrmn
was 13,142,

Details of the sampling arve shown in tabular form (opp. page 36]
together with the totals for the previous year.

It will be seen that 560 samples have been collected for this purpose
since October, 1927, representing 417 herds, or 29°7 per cent. of the
herds in the County.

OFf the 242 samples collected during the year 1929, 12 (10 herds)
were found to be infected with tubercle bacilli. The herds concerned
were consequently examined by the County Veterinary Officers., and
8 cows were taken under the provisions of the Tuberculosis Ovder
and slaughtered.

In four instances, the cow or cows responsible for infecting the
bulk supply from which the samples were obtained could not be traced.
This is partly attvibutable to the length of time which must neces-
sarily elapse between the taking of the sample and the receipt of the
bacteriological report. as during such period the infected animals may
have been removed from the herd. and consequently would not be
available for veterinary inspection at the end of the period.

The percentages of herds giving infected milk, and of cows found
to be tubercular, arve slightly higher than those of the previens period.

The total number of animals slanghtered as a result of routine
inspection, and in consequence of veports veceived from other
anthorities, was 21.

Mtk (SreEcian DesiGNaTIONS) ORDER, 1923,

Grrade ** 47 Ml Licenees.—Licences to produce Grade ** A ' milk
were issued to 10 applicants during the year. In each ease, the
standard laid down by the Ovder in regard to methods of production,
storage and handling of the milk, cleanliness of milkers, and of
utensils, has been well maintained,

Having regard to the facilities for obtaining licences offered by the
County Council, and also to the high standard of production attained
by many producers of milk in the County, it is somewhat surprising
that a greater demand for Grade *“ A "' licences has not materialized.
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TrE Sare oF Foon axp Druvas Acts.

The County Council is the administrative authority under the above
Acts throughout the administrative county, excepting in the area of the
Borough of Berwick-upon-Tweed., Samples for examination by the County
Analyst are taken by the police. The results of the analyses of samples
taken during 19249 and the percentage of those found to be adulterated are
shewn in the subjoined table.

| Conwig-
tone
incloding
oasps (lis-
missad o
| payment
of aoste.

Hesult of Analysts, | Fare :
; CHnLREE O
Descripoion of Article. . - S e, _| Samples

tmkom,

| Mok
Gianinme,

No. af
Bamples

Genuine. Mot {Il.-:mn:lt'.! Dioubelul,

Arrowroot i)
Aspirin v
Butter ... |
Baking Powder ...
Bi-Carbonate of Soda .. |
Beef Suet .. i
Bacon =
Blane Mange Powder I
Condensed Evaporated |
Milk : o«
Cream ...
Corn Flour
Custard Powder
Coffec o
| Coffee and Chicory
Cocoa ... i
| Corned Beef
Chicken Roll
| Cream of Tartar
Cheese ...
Cherry Cake ...
Camp Pie
Camphorated Oil
Cake Flour
Genon Cnke
Cocoanut
Cherries in Jelly
Chutney ...
Egg Substitute ...
Farola
Fruit Sauce
Ground Riee ...
Ground Almonds
Glycerina
| Ground Ginger
Honey I
| Tee Cream "
| Jams, Jelly & Marmalade
Lard :
Lemonade Powder
Licorice Powder
Lemon Curd
Milk :
Margarine
Mince ...
Meat and Fish Pastes ...
Mustards ... . ]
%Iiueemtéﬂ,t e
range Squash
| Dlive Oil... )
21 | Pepper ... )

740 | Carried forward .|
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40)

i | Fi e i 3 | I.‘ﬁmll.::-_
“E"‘: | Result of dnalysis. | gentage of € 5n¢1ﬂu’r.=?ng
:E‘:;_I Dhesoription of Artiolo. I | E.nml:l:lm i I'r?nfrgﬁ;ul. .;1:::‘1.;!‘1;1;
i U i i, | Wit l’:‘-qnuinu.l Doubifal, | Gannine. payment
I f oS e T . J i of eoste.
|
40'|  Brought forward 704 8 | - - 21 | 14
4 | Peas 2 = | - — — =
4  Potted Meat 4 [ _— = = "
2 | Prunez ... 5 ] - == = —
1 | Potato Flonr ... 2 1 - — = - EE
1 | Semolina 1 — - -2 : =
G ‘ Self-raising Flour fi —_ | e i - s
10 | Sugar 10 — — — o
3 | Sultanas .. 3 — [ — - s =G
1 | Buet : o 1 — i' = = = o
86 | Sausage and PD].DIII 86 1 SN -- 277 | 1 1
1 ‘iaus,n-m Rall 1 -— ; — == s =
2 | bﬂupr- £ s 2 — — e =i [
1 | Seidlitz Powder 1 e — — — I
8 | Tea ) = — S s [ =
3 | Table Telly 3 — — = — -
2 | Tomato Sanee a _— s LE e p
1 J' Tapioen 1 — | o — o L
€1 | Vinegar 55 6 | — 983 | 5 4
2 [ Yeast 2 —_— — — St | =
887 | 841 - 4°84 7 T

Berwick-upon-Tweed.—The following table indicates particulars of samples
taken, and results of analyses, ete., during the year. A total of 40 samples
were submitted for examination.

Mo, of ] '
- 5 Found Non- Prosza. Co-
Nature of Sample. Efnlalﬂﬂ Genuma Doubtfnl Gﬂmliu&.ll cutions, victions.
! ’ [ ’
Milk .. 16 15 — | 1 | = ‘ —
Butter o] 5 5 - - | - —
Mincemeat ... e | 2 2 —_ | = —— [ =
Cream 2 B e — —- | =3
Vinegar i | 3 3 | - = _ I .
Strawherry Jam l 1 | 1 — ‘ — — l -
Satisage 4 3 — 1 — =
Tee Cream : 2 2 — — R -
Baking Powder 1 1 — _ —_ — .
Olive (4l ! 1 1 - —_ = : =
Iee Foam ... 1 1 — e _— | o
Ground Almonds  _..| 1 1 = — — ==
Condensed Milk | 1 1 i = = £
‘ 40 a8 ' — o — ==
| |

The pement.nge of non- g&nuu:e samples is 5.0,

Public Health (Preservatives, efc., in Food} Regulations, 1925—1927)..—
Although no samples were taken during the yvear ended December 31st,
1929, under the above Regulations, all samples that were taken under the
Sale of Food and Drugs Acts were tested by the County Analyst for pre-
servatives, Im no cases was the quantity found such as to justify pro-
ceedings being taken,

In the Borough of Berwick-upon-Tweed the samples of Milk, Cream,

Butter, Sansage and Jam were examined for preservatives. No action was
taken under the Condensed Milk and the Dried Milk Regulatilons of 1923,
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Rivirs PoLLUTION.

The position in vegard to the pollution of rivers and streams by
the discharge therein of sewage remains almost the same us at the
end of the previous year (1928).

There sre. however, indications of the awakening of Local Aunthor-
ities to their responsibilities in this directon, by the preparation of
schemes of sewerage and sewage disposal, the effect of which will be
to improve the condition of rivers and water-courses now being
polluted.

Schemes of sewerage and sewage disposal have been inaugurated
during the year at :—

Bedlington : New sewerage scheme (No. 1) .o Uost £25,000
Bedlington : New sewerage scheme (No. 2) ... Cost £1,950
Gosforth : New sewerage scheme ... Uost  £4.000
Longbenton : Extension of sewer .. ... Cost  £818
Pegswood : Sewage Disposal Works ... Cost £7.500

The scheme at Pegswood is the forerunner of new sewerage works
for the whole of the village, which will probably be undertaken during
the vear 1930.

The schemes at Gosforth and at Longhenton are extensions indirvectly
of the Seaton Burn Joint Sewer.

Houvsing (1929).

The number of houses erected within the administrative County
during the past year was 1,171. This figure, although an increase of
nearly 200 on that for 1928, is considerably below the average, 1.e.,
1,542 for the nine years 1920-1928.

Of the total contribution for the year under review 861 (64 per
cent.) were ‘‘ subsidy '’ houses, and 281 (31'5 per cent.) were erected
by Local Authorities, of whom Blyth Borough (132), Newburn Urban
District (76), and Bedlington Urban District (30) were the greatest
contributors.

Blyth also heads the list for the erection of the largest number of
houses (all types) for the year with 289, followed by Whitley and
Monkseaton with 180, Newburn 116, Castle Ward 86, Earsdon 73,
Bedlington 61, and Wallsend 7.

The total number of houses erected in the County since 1920 1s
now 13,048, During the intervening period, however, 638 dwellings
have been permanently discontinued as such either as the result of
Closing Ovrders or other cogent reasons, the net gain to the County
heing 14.390.

The Housing Table is again brought up to date for comparative
purposes, and shows the relative activity in each County District.

In the Table, columns ** A" show the number of °‘subsidy
houses, and line *° C " shows the number of houses erected by each
Loecal Authority, the totals of which are 10,837 and 6,874 rvespectively,
977 per cent. of the latter being State-aided.

An additional Table ** B " has been included on this oceasion,
designed for the purpose of indicating in comparative form the effect
on ** overcrowding "' of the increase in the number of houses.

In the Census of 1921 issued by the Registrar General the popula-
tion of the administrative County was given as 407,317, whilst the
estimated figure for 1929 by the same authority is 409,800, an increase
for the 8 years of 2,483, equal to. an annual average increase of 310
persons.

The number of houses required to house 310 persons at the rate of
45 per house is 69, so that the surplus of houses over the number
required to house the normal increase in population for the eight vears
is 1,042 -69=1473x8=11,784, amongst which the permanent or stand-
ing population is distributed.

Table *“ B *" shows the effect of this distribution. The population
per house throughout the County in 1921 was 495, whilst in 1929
this figure was reduced to 4-27.
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In addition to this improvement, it should also be noted that the
additional houses erected since 1921 are almost entively of the 4, 5 and
6 roomed type. as against a preponderating number of 1, 2 and 3
roomed pre-existing houses, a factor that still further enhances the
llfli)l“l}"n ement.

IzornaTiox Hosprrara.

The amount of hospital accommodation available for the isolation of
infections disease was as indieated in the subjoined table. The popula-
tion of the 30 Sanitary Districts for which isolation hospital aceommodation
was provided was 402,730, and the beds provided numbered 535, inde-
pendently of the accommodation at port hospitals, giving one bed for each
752 of population. The notable features of the year were :—

The Tyne Port Sanitary Authority’s Fioating Hospital at Jarrow Slake
was dispensed with, and arrangements made for “ Port ™' cases of infections
disease to be admitted into the Walkergate and North and South Shields
Infections Diseases Hospitals,

Newbiggin-by-the-Sea is the only district in the county without means
fcrr rsalatmg cases of infectious disease.

—— e —— e e e — - — =

| Beds provided for

Popula- Number l}ll'l.l kind -
t i Infections | Small
SaEven hospitals provided. Small. | dissases. ; o nibier
% other thnn! Infections
Emnll-jiox | dissases.
—_— — I — -
I. JornTHospriTAL DISTRICTS. |
(1} Favadon Jowt Hospital i
Dhstrict— Zrin |
3 Iron buildings :—
Lot oy S T At Farsdon Grange (1) 16 |
‘-‘tUIt]'!;y & Monkseaton !5-59 | I]'Iﬁﬁil;(ﬁ:mn:!ﬂ; brick
8 One iron building
Loughenton U.I. =B .+ ;
Cramlington U.D. J '

{2) Gosforth, Newburn, and _
Castle Ward Joint Hos- !
pital District— |

Gosforth U.D. .. it ' |
Newburn U. 1. }51,-1.'?0 Permanent building ... 32
Castle Ward R.D.

(3) The urban and rural dis- |
tricts of Alnwick and |
Rothbury and fhe roral | [

digtrick of Belford— i [

|

Alnwic A
Alnwiek B.D. . el
Rothbury U.D. .. .. #830.470 Tron and wood building 12
Rothbury B.D.. Sl |
Belford R.D. ... ' |
{4) The wrban and rural dis-| |
tricts of Rothbury — _ |
Rothbury U.D. a | |
Rothibury R.D. } 5’&’55 L 2 (TS | ;i ‘
|

(5] Hexham rural and '
Prudhoe—
Hezham B. 1. |
Prudhoe U.D. w } Ll e . e
(6] Longiown and Border— | | |
i-‘;ll-tﬂn BHR%D. el :
rampton k. 1D,
Longtown R.T). | *9,054 #a 16 |
Halvwhistle R T,

+ Mow used only in cases of emergency. *In this County,
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| Beds provided for
Populn- | Number and Eind . e i e

tion . of f Infections| Smail. JPOE
served. hospitals provided, | Small- | discasss | or other

pox, |other than Infeetious
ld-ln l-pox | diseasas,

II. HosriTans PRoOVIDED EY |
I¥DIVIDUAL SANITARY

AUTHORITIES, | ‘
; -q| § Ume wooden building | S ‘
Berwick M.B. ... | 11,870 {Irml wood hulhhug 30
Blyth M.B. .. | 31,520 Pﬂrumnmlt lnulf,lmg 4 | . |
Iron building L 4 ; |
Morpeth M.B. .. o T418 4 Brick huﬂdm;r_ o [N | 20
Wallsand M. B, 44,800 PE"‘I‘I]‘HI.I:IEI."]I": building 20} =
Alnwick TU.D. .. 6,923 Permanent building .. '. 12
Amble U.D. .. .| 4,169 Iron building [ TR
S ; ' { Iron building o
A:’-.-IHHEEDII U.Iy, e 35,59‘0 { Bl"tclli h“l::l'i::n¥ﬂ } vne . 45
: : | = { §{ Ume brick building | 111 JOREN | (R
Bedlingtonshire U.D...| 27,890 {lmu & rick building i
Gosforth U.D, ... . 16,7700 Permanent building 4 | ..
Hexham U.D. .. .| 8483 Two iron amd wood | 8§ ] 16 |
' buildings ,
Newburn U1, .| 20,340' One iron and wood | 4 |
| building , !
Glendale R.D. ... 8,033 Two cottages ... ! 3
Morpeth B.D. ... peie (1 L ] 620/ One iron and wood | 24 i S
hospital |
Norham and Island- i | '
shires R.D, 5,208 do. Al SR
River Blyth Port Sanit- Permanent building ... 1 20

ary Anthority

|
[
|
III. BAWITARY AUTHORITIES |
HAVING MADE ARRANGE- ¥
MENTSE FORE FATIEXNTS
T} BE RECEITVED RBY
NEIGHBOURING SANIT-
ARY AUTHORIVIES. |
Bliyth U.D. ... .| 91,5200 Patients from thisl .. | .. i
district are received | {
into the hospital of .
the Blyth Port Sani- | .
tary Authority |
Weetslade 7.1, 7.739| Patients from this dis-
trict are received
inte the Gosforth,
Newburn and Castle
Ward Joint Hb.‘-]!-lt-lli
Bellingham R.D. | 5,484 do.
Castle Ward R.D, E 14 360K Smallpox cases are re.
ceived into the Gos-

forth U.Ir. Smallpox _

Hospital |

River Tyne Port Sanit- All ** Part'' cases of ! |
ary Aunthority infectious disease are i

received  into the
Walkergate and
North and South
Shields  Infections

Diseases Hospitals. |
!
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VEXEREAL 1MSEasEs BEGULATIONS.

The treatment centre provided for county patients under the scheme
undertaken by the County Council in conjunction with neighbouring
authorities is at the Royal Victoria Infirmary, Newcastle. In the following
table particulars are given in relation to treatment during 1929 and (for
comparison) 1928,

1035, 10En,
- | o e
| FU‘ ¥ % E‘e.
'."-[:LIEH:.I T Total. Males, o Total

e *, = =

14. Under treatment or observa-| , '
tion at beginning of year..., 175 | &5 | 230 | 184 | 159 | 243
1. Returned for treatment ‘ .
after having ceased to attend i |
during the previous year...| 25 8 38| 31 10
2. Dealt with for the first time, 270 113 383 | 511 | 169 | 680
3. Ceased to attend before com- i
pletion of treatment and)| - f
observation ... e we| 139 74 | 213 128 62 | 190
. Transferred to other centres, 13 1 14 19 2:F 2
. Discharged after completion| !
of treatment and observation, 134 42 176 | 135 65 | 200
. Under treatment or observa-| -
tion at end of year... .| 184 59 243 | 229 40 | 269

oo

=

7. Total attendances at out-| ,
patient clinic .. 5,661 1,661 7,212 6,188 | 1,452 | 7,640

8. Aggregate number of in- '
patient days ] 114 | BTl 935 125 | &61 Hish

Irrigation stations are open, morning and evening, for gonorrhea
patients independently of the clinics.

The travelling expenses of necessitous patients to and from the clinics,
are borne by the County Council,

Opportunity is afforded to medical practitioners in the area for con-
sultations with the Medical Officer at the treatment centre, and they
occasionally attend the clinies.

Bacteriological examinations under the scheme are carried out at the
Durham TUniversity College of Medicine, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. The
following statement gives the number and kind of tests undertaken at the
laboratory during 1929 and indicates the extent to which medical prac-
titioners availed themselves of the facilities provided by the County Couneil
for such examinations,

Nature of Test. i || Sty

For detection of spirochaetes - - -—
For detection of gonococei... — 20
For Wassermann reaction ... 603 S05
(ther examinations : ,

Gonocoecal Complement Fixation Tests | —- 10

Ascitic Fluid for Wassermann Test ... -— 1

.8, Fluid for Wassermann Test —_ +

WBemal o g o S eely (RS
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Patients who de wol complete freatment,

It is to be regretted that the number of out-patients who do not com-
plete their course of treatment, is somewhat high., The following table of
percentages indicates the position with regard to this matter :—

=Y PHILIS, GOXOREHOEA.
Male, Female. Male. Female.
Total for the treatment Clinie 3195 549, 409, 409,
Northumberland patients ... 2849, 569 309, 4009,

In-patients are included in the above figures, as they attend the out-
patients’ clinic after their discharge from the Ward.

MarersiTy AND CHILD WELFARE.
Professional Nursing in the Home.
{#r) Creneral,

The County Council does not undertake nursing service in the home,
but makes grants to the County Nursing Association for this purpose,
The latter 15 a voluntary organisation which has for its object the
nursing of the sick at home either by daily visits or by the employment
of a resident cottage nurse. Whilst the resident system has many
advantages, it also has many disadvantages, not the least of which
iz the absence of satisfactory sleeping accommodation for the nurse.
The Association has divided the County into small areas, each managed
by a local Committee employing one or more nurses according to
requirements.  Medical practitioners may call upon the services of the
District Nurse should any of their patients who are subscribers to
the Association require such attemtion; mnon-subscribers may, by
arrangement, avail themselves of these services on payment of a special
fee. The County Council makes an annual grant of £310 to the general
funds of the Association, which money is apportioned to the local
areas at the discretion of the Executive Committee, of which the
County Medical Officer is a co-opted member.

(b)) For fnfectious Diseases,

~ This is not undertaken by the County Nursing Association except
m a few mstances in the more remote parts of the County where the
resident system is in vogue.

Midwives.

The County Council are empowered under Cirveular 559 of the
AMinistry of Health to make grants to County Nursing Associations
for the training and placing of midwives. For 24 midwives trained
and placed within the County Council’s area, a grant of £720 was made
to the Northomberland County Nursing Association.

The County Council does not employ, nor does it pay any subsidy
to practising midwives. The County Nursing Association’s staff of
District Nurvses are all gualified midwives, and act as such or as
maternity nurses, as occasion requires,

During the year 236 midwives notified their intention to practice
of these 182 were on the staff of the County Nursing Association, and
4 were practising independently. Of this number 234 were trained
and 2 were “‘bona-fide” midwives. During the vear 21 left the County.
932 visits of mspection were made by the inspectors and it was found
necessary to report 1 midwife to the Central Midwives Board for breach
of the rules. Midwives in the employment of the Counly Nursins
Association ave inspected by the Superintendent of that Association, and
midwives practising independently ave inspected by the Superintendent
f‘}jifﬁl'feﬂml Visitors.  Both officers report direct to the County Medical

cer.

In 4,850 cases the midwife was engaged to attend as a maternity
nurse, but in 1,251 of these, owing to the medical attendant not heing
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present at the time of delivery, she acted as a midwife; 2,252 cases
were attended by midwives independently. In 50 cases the usual
nursing attention was not rendered by certified women.

The number of still births reported by midwives was 145. 39
children died {whose mothers had been delivered by midwives) before
the services of & medical practitioner could be obtamed.

Medical dazisfance under fule 20,

Under this rule. a midwife must send for the help of a medical
practitioner in any case of emergency which arvises in the course of her
practice ; 424 notices were received that such attendance was necessary
in the 2,252 cases attended by midwives,

The fees of medical men ecalled in to the assistance of midwives
under these conditions are paid, in the first instance, by the County
Counecil. In the 424 cases mentioned above the cost was £486 0s. 11d.,
of which sum £17 16s. 9d. was afterwarvds recovered from the patients.

Ante-natal Care of Mothers,

Much education still requires to be done in this subject. There
e 5igr:s, however, thal expectant miot lers, pspm:i:tliy tihe younger
ones, are beginning to appreciate the value of ante-natal instruction
and preventive measures. Considerable thought has been given to
the matter during the past year by the Midwives Committee and it s
hoped to establish shortly a very complete and elaborate ante-natal
service.

Tlegal Midwifery Service.

The practice of unqualified attendance at childbirth still persists.
Section 1 of the Midwives and Maternity Homes Act, 1926, makes it
illegal for any person sef being a certified midwife or medical prac-
titioner to attend a woman n childbirth except under the direction and
personal supervision of a duly gualified medical practitioner,

Maternity Hospitals,

The County Council has no Maternity Homes but three Hospitals
have beds available for maternity cases on payment of fees which
vary according to the amenities provided.

The War Memorial Hospital, Haltwhistle -2 beds.
The Willington Quay Maternity H{}ﬁﬁ!al ... 14 beds.
The Wallsend and Willington Quay Hospital ... 8 beds.

Under the Council's scheme complicated cases or cases where it is
certified by the medical attendant that a woman cannot, with safety,
be delivered in ler own home, are received into the Princess Mary
Hospital at Newcastle.

During the year 141 such cases were admitted.

Maternity Homes Registration Aet, 1926,

The following table shows the position of the County with regard
to Maternity and Nursing Homes.

Number of Cazea KNumber of Cases

::g E_‘ '%;?: “E in mﬁhhﬁan %§§| in whﬁ;ﬁmﬂ:pﬂm
zg- = Hsglég E-: & |258] © g;g gf
TR ‘ 1 : T e e ‘ 1

-
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Hosztel for Unmarried Mothers.
There has been no application under this scheme during the year.

Babies' Hospital.

Babies suffering from infantile diseases arve, on the certificate of
their own medical attendants. admitted to the Babies’ Hospital, Wesi
Parade, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. During the year 23 infants received
treatment in the Hospital at a cost of £87 135, 0d.

flplithalmiio Neonatoru.

In the total 6,885 live births, 19 cases of Ophthalmia Neonatorum
were notified, all of which were nursed at home. Of the 2,252 cases
attended by midwives independently, medical aid was sought in 12
cases on account of inflammation of, or discharge from, the eyes of
the infant. a diagnosis of Ophthalmia Neonatorum being made by
the medieal attendant in 3 cases. There is urgent need for the pro-
vision of hospital treatment for cases of Ophthalmia. It is a matter
of the greatest difficulty to secure accommodation in the County at
the present moment.

Puerperal Fever and Puerperal Pyrexia.

Under the Public Health {Notification of Puerperal Fever and Puer-
peral Pyrexia) Regulations, 1926, any febrile condition (other than
a condition which is required to be notified as Puerperal Fever unde:
the Infectious Disease (Notification) Aects) oceurring in a woman within
twenty-one days after childbirth or miscarriage, in which a tem-
perature of 1004 degrees Farenheit has been sustained during a period
of twenty-four hours. or has rvecurred during that period, is termed
Puerperal Pyrexia; every medical practitioner on first becoming aware
that a woman upon whom he has been in professzional attendance is
suffering from Puerperal Pyrexia must notify the Medical Officer of
Health of the district where the patient resides. and such Medical
Officer of Health must transmit a copy of this notification to the
Medical Officer of Health of the adminstrative county within which
the district is sitwate, within twenly-four hours after the receipt of
the notification.

it is also the duty of the authorities administering the Maternity
and Child Welfare Acts, with the approval of the Minister of Health,
to make special arrangements for the treatment of these women hy
provision for consuliations with obstetric surgeons, skilled nursing,
hospital treatment, bacteriological and serological facilities, ete.

The County Council’'s panel of Consulting Obstetricians include
Professor Ranken Lyle, M.D., Mr. E. Farguhar Murray, M.D.,
F.R.C.8., and Mr. Harvey Evers, M.B., M.5.,, F.R.C.8. During
the year 59 cases of Puerperal Pyrexia and 8 cases of Puerperal Feve:
were notified, Specialist services were obtained in 10 cases, 14 women
were removed to hospital, 58 were nursed at home, and 5 deaths
oecurred,

Amongst the 2,252 women who were delivered by midwives, 15 had
rises of temperature for which medical assistance was sought; € of
these were diagnosed as Puerperal Pyrexia. one as Puerperal Fever, and
thee remainder as minor ailments.

Maternal Mortality.

As a matter of interest, the maternal mortality rates for the lasl
ten years have been extracted. It will be seen that the figures show
a tendency to rise rvather than to fall. Roughly, between thirty and
forty women in this county die every year in the attempt to perform
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a natural function. 1t is well that public attention has at last been
focussed upon a matter which does not veflect favourably upon English
life and public health administration.

Other Accidents |
R ranel g
Yeur . | mﬂﬂlﬁ““' Lotal Eﬂliw TM al
| | T | : Treaths. Bi’rt-lm, Births.
| Rate | Rate
Deaths.| per 1000  Deaths. per 1,000

| Hirths. . Hirths.
19114 14 1.6 27 3.10 41 4.70 5,723
1920 29 2.43 a3 2,06 (1] D.34 11,136
1921 14 1.3%8 32 3.15 416 4.53 10,146
1922 110 .14 23 2.43 32 3.53 H,063
1923 13 1.42 24 2.62 37 404 9,155
1924 i {1,606 15 1.97 24 263 9,125
1925 1§ 1.04 30 3.47 39 4.51 5,634
1026 i (HET 24 288 L 345 8,345
1927 12 1.61 15 2.01 27 .62 7,470
1928 i (0,510 1= 2400 | 24 320 7,486
1524 11 164 22 3.20 33 480 6,885

In England and Wales the maternal mortality per 1,000 births based
on deaths primarily classed to puerperal conditions, during the year
19249, was as follows :—

Puerperal Sepsis 1:80

Other accidents and diseases of preg-

nancy and parturition = 253
4:33

One of the outstanding requirements for this work is the appoint-
ment of a whole-time Maternity and Child Welfare Medical Officer,
who will correlate the various activities, enquire into maternal deaths,
and conduct research into thosze .'1|'|t{-,-|mt.'10] problems which later
influence the nutrition and welfare of the infant.

Health Vizitors Weork.

There are 32 health visitors who also act as school nurses and
tuberculosis visitors, Under the Council’s scheme the County is
divided into 30 districts in each of which there is a resident health
visitor who is responsible for all home wvisiting in that area. Ome
health visitor is wholly employed in a specified area for tuberculosis
work whilst another acts as a peripatetic supply and conducts special
and vrgent enquiries.

Training and Supply of Health Visitors.

Four nurses were, during the vear, trained and placed in districts
under the County Council's scheme for the training and supply of
health visitors. Candidates, who must hold a certificate of three yvears'
trainmg at a rvecognised hospital school, and the certificate of the
Central Midwives Doard, ave sent to the College of Nursing, London,
for a course of special training, a loan of £70 being advanced to them
which sum the candidate engages to vepay within two years after
appointment to the permanent stafi. Notwithstanding these facilities.
very great difficulty is experienced in obtaining suitable women for this
maost important work,

A

e

;
FRE ST SEI S




44

The following is a summary of the number of visits paid by the
Health Visiting stalf under the Maternity and Child Weltare Scheme.

Births Ee-visits to iufu.nu' Visita to Ante-Natal Visits,
ot ol e e o e Y, | ot v v
tive Couur;r.l TR e |Firat Vizits. ' Lie- 1.1=.:|t;-1

3,330 ' 3,137 10,177 {I 26,758 | 200G | 107

| |

Population and Nuwmber of Births fteqistered.

The following table shows the population and number of births in
areas administered by the County Council for Maternity and Child
Welfare purposes,

Fllht:u:-n Registered Births, Notified Births. = Notified.
(1921 Census). | Liva ... 3,536 Liva ., 2216 G4
) s gell .. 31 3617

219,565 | 3,477 2,267 | 652

Infant Mortality.

The following shows the comparative rates of infant mortality for
the county per “1.000 bivths :—

Infant Mortality per | Infant Mortulity per luimlt WMortalit 1)-"1'

],{H'.ﬂhi;tllsfnrcmmif 1,004 birthis [MIWEDIE | 1,000 births

area, for maternity | of county including |

rhild welfare. autolomons areas, | England and w“]“
629 | 81 ‘ 74

The death rate for illegitimate children still remains high; of 202
illegitimate babies born, 22 died before they reached the age of one
vear, giving an infant death rate of 1089, compared with a death rate
of 349 per 1,000 infants born in wedlock.

Death fate of Legitimate and [Hlegitimate Children
during 1929 for Comparizon.

No. of legitimate births in Council's

ares ... S 8 i |
No. of illegitimate births in Council's
area - | -

Total births ... 3,336

No. of deaths of legitimate infants ... 188 = 35998 deaths per 1,000
: legitimate births.

No. of deaths of illegitimate infants ... 22 = 108.91 deaths per 1,000
illegitimate births,

Total ... e 210 = 62,95 deaths per 1,000

births.
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Tafant Welfare Centres.

At the commencement of the year there were 11 centres in the
Couniv arvea: T of these belonging to the County Council and 4 sup-
poried hy voluntary funds and grants. During the year 3 of these
'-'uru.LJJJl‘t]‘," centres were transferred to the County Council. At all
ihe centres a Health Visitor attends each session. The premises used
were not generally snitable, but great difficulty 1s experienced 1in
obtaining satisfactory rooms or buildings where waiting, weighing, anl
cousulting rooms, sanitary accomodation, and shelter for perambula-
tors are available.

The following is a summary of the premises used :—

{‘hurch or Chapel rooms

institntes, Village Halls

Premises hired from the local ﬂl]l‘-hﬂﬂtl?‘m
Waonden Huis

Cotinges

— b T

TiBLE +,
IxrasT WELFARE CEKTRES.
Report on the Work for the Year ended December 31st, 1929,

e

|
|

| ) B | :
a = a2 | 1 = — by - o
= A 2B | =2 I = : o
$1818191804|9 88 21|3 8
. = =]
| = | <|la|d | 5| & | i Eﬂ | B | S | & | &
Number of child-  aged = : il - ' :
fr-r:n transferred under 1 year. 97 26 | 25| o4 | 32 |114 13| 45 78| 48 92| 55| @32
'rorm 1 . X | s
ter to 1920 Re- aged [ . !
gister 1—35 years | 256 | 2b 1i 90 | & | 103 32 | 28 | 59 L) Bl 8 T84
Number of child- aged [ | | |
ren who made under lyear; 73 G0 | 98 | 120 | 94 | 185 42 | 127 | 116 128 34| 64 1,150
their firat nt-| : r
tendanca during aged [ | |
1929 1—0 years ] b o | ... | =2 11 20| 80| 20 8 16 | 201

Total attendances by mothers 670 539 | 000 I,HH_I,JWE 3,188 547 1,167 1,920 2,685 584 |1,m¢. 14 622

made
by children @423 589 816 |1,010 1,190 2,041 580 | 1,138 2,021 2,857 540 !1,055 16,000

Number of Ante- 1st visits ] e | ad] al ElR G e e 2| 10 118
Natal mothers

attending Cen- subrequent
tre for adviee visits 12 s | 180 e ) ] 20 | 365

Kumber of Ses- half-days 51| 49| 51| 26| 51| 63| 84| 40| 42 | 40 40 | 48 550

gionz each Cen- } !
tre was opened| whoda days | ... | . | ]| BB L vl | wa] s s | s ] e .| 28

Number of at- by Medieal |

tendances made  Officer 21 | 22| 23| 23| 46 ‘ 37| 25| 11| 42| 22| .. t 45 | 817
by Health | [ =i
isitor 51| 49| 51| 49| 51| 51| 34| 40| 42| 47 40| 48| 501
Number of deaths aged ' : I | ; |
of infants at- underl year| ... | ) 1 20 3 W B S 16
tending theWel- ! }
fare Centres aged | | I | | | | l -
= = _1 I_Ir. rﬂm -"l"' 'I'. LEF L 2 I L) 2' '.“l i s 1 1 LER] | a - P'r:_ I | u
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Injant Welfare Cenlres wnder the contvol of the County Council.

Date and Houar Name of Medieal
Name of Centre. of 5 s=zipn, Officer of Uentre.
Alnwick ...Mondays, 2—4 p.m. ...Dr. Bunting, Asst. County
I‘IFUFH‘
Berwick ... Tuesdays, 2—4 p.m. ...Dr. MacLagan, M.O.H.
Newbiggin ...Mondays, 2—4 p.m. ...Dr, Jackson, M.O.H.
Prudhoe o Wednesdays, 2—4 p.m....Dr. Gabriel, Asst. County
M.OLH.
Scaton Delaval Thursdays, 2—4 p.m. ...Dr. Anderson, M.0.H.,
Cramlington.
Amble ... ..Mondays, 2—4 p.m, ...Dr. O'Sullivan, Asst,

County M.O.H.

Lynemouth ... Tuesdays, 2—4 pm. ...

Backworth  ...Tuesdays, 2—4 p.m. ...Dr. Glen Davidson.
(Karsdon U.D.) Ist and 3rd Tuesdays
open all day.

Morpeth «..Mondays, 2—4 p.m, ...Dr. Dickie, M.0.H., Mor-

peth Borough.
Seghill ... ...Mondays, 2—4 p.m. ...Dr. Henderson, M.O.H.,
Seghill.
Stocksfield  ...Alternate Wednesdays...Dr, Ogilvie.

2—4 p.m.

Centres under confrol of Voluntary Commiliees,
Whitley Bay ...Mondays, 2—4 p.m. ...Dr. Thompson, Whitley Bay

Infant Foods.

Ambrosia, Glaxo, Ostermilk and Virel ave supplied at cost price
to mothers attending the Infant Welfare Centres. The following
table shows the quantities of Infant Foods sold and distributed
during the year :—

——— e e e e ———— —— . e er =

Sold at ! Bold at | Distributed
full price, half price. | frea,
Dried Milk we| 15,433 lbs. | 123 lbs. 2,114 lbs.
Virol 1,355 lbs. 84 lbs. 154 1bs.
|

The following table indicates the cost to the County Council of
supplying Infant Foods free and at half price, and also the amount
spent by purchasers during the year :—

—

Spent by Purchasers, Cost to County Counneil.
| At full price. | At half price. | At half priee. Frze.
g =l e va |8 ad
Drried Milk we 1,101 17 10 412 3 311 2 140 18 2
Virol .| 13816 0O 0 8 6 0 8 6 111 0
Totals . 1,240 13 10 ' 8 ¢ 9 319 & | 142 9 2
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The County Council administers the Blind Persons Act diveftly and
without the interpolation of any voluntary agency. Thisghas been
found highly satisfactory and to the advantage of everyong concerned,
The method enables individual members of the Committee to bring
forward cases in which they are interested and of wihich they have
personal knowledge ; in other words the same happy results are secured
as might be expected from a Carve Committee. Considerable progress
has bean made in advancing the inierests of and attending to the

welfare of the blind persons living in the County.

The number of blind people on the register on January lst, 1923,
was 313, During the vear 56 new cases were placed on the register and
20 died or left the district. leaving 349 persons on the register on
December 31st, 1929,

Brixp PeErsoxs -&{:‘r 1920. ‘f/*
I

fHome Teachers.

The two Home Tenchers continued their activities—teaching Bt*:ll'llp
and Moon <haracters, reading, knitling, cane-work and other handi-
cvafts. The general social welfave of the blind has been supervised
and advice and assistance given where necessary,

The number of visiis made by the Home Teachers during the year
is set oul 1 the following statement :—

Social welfare purposes x 1,220
Supervision of home workers ... 326
Assistance in completing pensions forms ... 1
Giving home lessons ... e 116
Traciug removals 16
Investigation of new cases ... G
Total visits made during the year ... PR o |

Home Workers.

There ave six blind persons approved as home workers by the Ministry
of Health; these receive a subsidy from the Ministry in proportion
to their earnings. The approval of the Ministry for a home worker
13 contingent upor such individual being engaged in some occupation
for some portion of every working day, trrespective of earning capacity
Under the Local Government Act this approval will be dispensed
with and the rvesponsibility placed divectly upon Local Authorities for
the approval of their home workers.

The home workeis are 111'1'1I|Iim] HE. rfllil.l'l.’n'ﬂ —
Piano tuning
Basket making
Knittig i
Pulp cane work

L D

There are in addition several blind persons who are trained “casnal’
workers and who, for varions reasons, are unable to underiake full
time work. Home occupation is essential to these people and brings
considerable interest into an otherwise drab life. Material is provided
and instruction given in the making of various articles. Payment is
made at a uniform rate but no subsidy is given by the Ministry of
Health as is done in the case of approved home workers.

The number of articles produced by blind workers during the year

Wils — J
Knitted garments 449
Cane, basket and rush goods ... S
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Sales of Work.

There were no organised Bales of Work but the g produced
were disposed of at the North East Coast Exhibition, The six
Societies interested in the blind population in the north-east area.
together with the Royal Vietoria School for the Blind, Benwell Dene,
Newcastlenpon-Tyne. formulated a joint scheme, pooling their
products smgc selling these at a stall in the Exhibition, Each Society
furnished a financial guarantee in proportion to the blind population
served in its area, and grants were given by the National Institute for
the Blind and the Northerm Counties Association for the Blind.
Demonstrations of work were given daily by blind people and goods
. d by them were displayel for sale. The effort was an
] %%f&l su¢cess, the guarantors were not called upon and each
= Authevity received a substantial profit.

. g

——

-,

I'ndigent and [ neniployable Blind,

The income of indigent and unemployable blind persons is angmented
up to a minimum sum of 18/- per week less income from all sources.
‘Any ease which in the opinion of the Cases Sub-Committee merits a
larger grant is specially considered by the Committee, During the year
148 blind persons were in veceipt of such augmentation and the sum
of £2,808 15s. 3d. was distributed.

i
| "\‘
l ) et Libraries for the Blind.

Two Libraries continue to serve the County, viz.. the Northern
Counties Library for the Blind, which is situated at North Shields,
and the National Library for the Blind at Manchester. The North

- Shields Library has 7,000 volumes available and the Manchester Library
176,639, The books are printed in both Braille and Moon characters.
Postage is entively free, being paid by the Libraries. A grant of £35
was paid to each of the above organisations.

Warkzfiops for the Blind.

There are five workmen from the County area employed in the

- Workshops for the Blind at Breamish Street. The Ministry's annual

i grant of £30 per worker for augmentation of wages was received.
=~ This problem 1s one of considerable difficulty ; blind men and women
[  continue to be trained and there is no outlet for their services on the
Hﬂmp]ﬂtiﬂ]l of their training. The question is further complicated
'1: by the large amount of unemployment which already exists in the
o' distriet. The Workshops at Breamish Street are old and out-of-date

- and are totally unable to grapple with the sitnation. A joint con-
ference has been held between representatives of Neweastle City, the
County Borough of Gateshead, the Northumberland County Couneil,
the Workshops for the Blind and the Royal Victoria School for the
Blind. The present Workshops are vested in trustees appointed by
the Charity Commissioners. ﬁsis proposed to dispose of the present
bnildings and erect larger and more modern workshops within the
grounds of the Royal Victoria School for the Blind at Benwell, the
Governors of the School having generously offered a site. It is pro-
posed to reserve accommodation for 20 blind workers from Northum
berland. Plans have been dreawn and submitted to the Ministry of
Health for approval, and they are at the moment of writing under
consideration and diseussion. The whole problem of employment of
the blind is one which ought to receive the consideration of economic
experts: it is a national problem and as such onght to be approached.
It has many bearings and affects a number of industries which give
occupation to sighted employvees. Furiher, there iz the spectacle of
one Aunthority competing commercially with another in that same
district, Considerable snms of money are being spent in providing




relief in various ways for blind persons: it would :;gpn-a.v
policy to keep such blind persons wheo are capable '._em%luymﬁnt' :
occupied in producing goods for which they will be paid, and to cen-
tralise regionally depots for the disposal of the goods. There is
happily a movement on foob at the present time towards this end ;
how far it will be successful remains to be seen, =

Wireless Telegraphy (Blind Persons Facilities) Act, 1926.

Qection 1. of this Act provides that a license to establish, maintain
and work a wireless telegraph station for the purpose of receivin
messages only, may be granted susject to such terms, conditions and
vestrictions as the Postmaster-Gizneral may think fit, but without
payment of any fee, to persons who satisfy the Postmaster:(ienssal.
that they arve blind within the meaning of the Act. The Mind pel
<on must be registered as a blind person and produes - certificate {0
this effect issued by the County Council. "Ten sucn cerfificates wege
igsued during the year. v '

il

Bdueation., B |
At the beginning of the year 7 children were receiving elementary

education at the Royal Vietoria School for the Blind and three were
admitted during the course of the year. Two children left havimg
attained the age of 16 years and one was removed by the parent oif
leaving the County. 4 = :

There were five adults in the school being {rained for s
accupation, Eight others were admitted and three left, on

reasons and two at the completion of training.

With rvegard to the general organisation of blind welfare
herland was the first County, if not the first Authority,
the work of direct administration without the interv ]
voluntary agency ; the Council may be co iulatgd on p
very complete and economically worked scheme d which has
served as a model for not a few ottier Authorities. #Sgg o & 1

. 2 . 2 bl

The success of this is in no small measure due to the untiring &
offorts and unflagging zeal of the Su erintendent of Health Visilo: :
Mies Weir. The work is growing and requires much more Supervis
than she can give to it, but T feel it incumbent upon me to Nake !
acknowledgement of her efforte. r 4




