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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER CF HEALTH

for the year ending 3lst December, 1968,

The Lindens,
Doddingten,

March, Camba,
Tel: Doddington 206,

MR .CHA IRMAN AND GENTLEMEN,

On behalf of the late Dr.Cecil Thomas I beg to present to
you my report for the year 1968 on the health condition of your
district during that period.

I also present the Fublic Health Inspector's report.

I have the honour to be,

Your cbedient servant,
M, E, HOCKEN,
Medical Ufficer of Heal th,
GENERAL FROVISION FOR HEALTH SERVICES,

(1) Public Health Committee,

This comprises the whole Council.
(2) Public Health Officers.

Medical Officer of Health = CECIL THOMAS, M.R.C.S.,L.R.5.,P.

(Deceased].

Public Health Inspector = JOHN METCALFE, M.R,5.H.
(3) Nursing in the Home,

Health Visitors are employed by the County Council, whilst
the midwifery and home nursing services are provided on an
agency basis by the Cambridgeshire & Isle of Ely County Nursing
Association,

(4) Hospital.

Treatment for the majority of patients is available at the
County Hospital, Doddington.

(5) Ambulance Facilities.
These are controlled by the County Council,
(6) Child Vel fare,

Clinics are held once per month at Doddingten and twice
monthly at Manea.

SOCIAL CONDITIONS.

The number of adults engaged on agricultural work continues
to decrease with the drift towards factory employment in nearby
towns ., Seasonal employment on farm work is still available for
many members of the female adult population and there are
several vegetable pre-packing establishments in cperation which
provide employment for both males and females.






GENERAL STATIFTICS.

Area [acres) e e i e 24,701,
Fopulation [estlmatea m1d yaar by Hegistrar

General ) E 4,550,
Number of inhabited houses ... T . wie o 1,632,
Rateable Value ..., e St i il vea £114, 745,
Estimated net product of a penny rate ... e £457.

The estimated population for mid year is below the figure for
the census return in 1961 which was 4,737,

VITAL STATISTICS.

Live Births.

HMEer @ LR CRC LR LRI = ow = e ow 4?.
Rate per 1000 populatien o wi ae . e 10,77.

The birth rate for the previous year was 14.67.
The ratio of local birth rate to natiocnal rate 0.65.

Illegitimate Live births per cent of total live births 2,04,

Still Births.

ther LB A ) UL L B L - e - e ® UL 2'

Rate per 1000 total live and still births, G E 39.21.
Total Live and Still Birthe,. ] (R ey ThT. 51,
Infant Deaths (deaths under 1 year) e e o P Nil.
Infant Mortality Rates,

Total Infant deathu per 1000 total live births.. Nil,

Legitimate " " legitimate live births Nil.

Illegitimate " " it " illegitimate " i Nil,

Meo-natal Mortality Rate (deaths under 4 weeks per 1000
total live births)... . = B e -t MNil.

Early Neo=natal Mortality Rate (deaths under 1 week per
1000 total live births ... T oo ot . Nil.

FPerinatal Mortality Rate (stillbirths and deaths under
1 week combined per 1000 total live and still births) 39.21.

Maternal Mortality (including abortion)

Hmbar ai deathal". - & & - & & - " . .- & LI Nil.‘
Rate per 1000 total live and still births. oo Nil,

Deaths in Area and Causes:
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Malignant Neoplasm - Lung, Bronchus
Malignant Neoplasm - Breast

Other Malignant Neoplasms, e tc,
Benign and unspecified Neoplasms
Diabetes Mellitus

Meningitis

Hypertensive Disease

"lechaemic Heart Disease

Other Forms of Heart Disease
Cerebrovascular Disease

Other Diseases of Circulatory System
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FUBLIC HEALTH INSP-CTOR'S REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1968,

SANITARY INSPECTION _OF THE _ AREA,

The following are the numbers of visits and inspections
carried out during 1968,

Iinprovewent Grant Inspections o il e it 63
-frnte'r E“upp'l'? w oa W T re ¥ ¥R LB B L L L_EE B ] 3'
Drainage ... +.. s ¥ sl e 5laa Fieih - 38.
Fried Fish Shops. ey S e e reu . 3.
Caravans and Encampments ... e . sea saa -,
Factory Acts Inspections (including building projects) 34,
Ba.k#hﬂl.lﬂﬂﬂ-.. & om ow e ow " ow W " & ®om W i ow o oW 2.-!
SanitnrY ﬁcclﬁmﬂdﬁtiﬂn. # o8 B C 4 8 & e E & 8 @ 23'
Rﬂiuﬂe Bum]_]ﬂ & 8=  E# = % @ ERC PR =8 o® R 2?.,
Hodent Control.. e R oy Ferany s oL T1=
biiscellaneous Sanitary Visits . e ses “as cae 21.
Nightsoil Disposal ... e S iy e et 4.
Gewers, Sewage Disposal Yorks and Sewage Fuaping

Stations .ra - e . s w . aw . e w 362.
Dykes ... i 3 aa e et R B ) 23,
Buildings under Construction and Alteration ... see 450,
New Drain Tests. e aidin .o e .o L 77,
Sewer Tests ... e G A PR P - =l
Petroleum Installations ey i Sate e it 4,
Poultry Farms and Figgeries.. ke e .as s s
Offices Shops and Railway Premises, ey At S 33,
Manure and%ubbinh Accunulations, .. - 3.

INSPECTION OF DWELLING HOUSES.

(1) Number of houses inspected under Public ifealth Acts and
Housing Consclidated Regulations (excluding Council
Hﬂl.l.ll-eﬂ - L ERE w5 . CE ) ] CRC = @ @ 13*

{2) Number of houses surveyed for Slum Clearance
(not included in (1)) ... N B odomad oiring 6.

(3) Number of inspections for the above purposes
' (1) and (2) (including re-inspections). sy L 42,

(4) Number of dwellings inspected under Hent Act, 1,57... WNil,
(5) Inspections of Verminous or Dirty Dwellings ... - 1.

([6) HNumber of Inspections and Visits to houses in connection
with Improvement Grants... e s e e 63,

(7) Number of Visits te Council Houses - Repairs,
Maintenance, and complaints, ete. ... P -]

MEAT AND FOCD INSPECTION.

Bi.ltﬂhﬂl'-l' Bhﬂp-ﬂ-.- LI L LI L & @ @ ! ].ﬂ.,

Grﬂﬂﬁrﬂ' Shﬂp-ﬁ ERC Y & % 8 s = @ ® & = - = & - = & L 1?..
Ice Cream Premises (Retaill... e e a »nn 13,
HOUSING.

The Fural Council completed a small estate of 12 bungalows
at Wimblin_ton during 1968, which went a long way towards easing
the waiting list for housing accommodation in the parish of
Wimbl ing ton.

Thirty eight dwellings were built by private enterprise

(mainly in Doddington and Wimblington) and there were a further
19 dwellings under construction at the end of the year.






Two new bungalows were erected by the Cambs., & Isle of
Ely County Council to replace obselete dwellings on smallholdings
and three more bungalows were in course of erection at the end
of the year.

Summary of the post war development in the Hural District:-

Rural District Council 244 dwellings,
County Council Departments 18 -
Drainage Boards 4 i
Hospital Poard 2 "
Private Enterprise 247 "
Private Enterprise (Conversions) 2 L

517

==

Further progress was made on blum Clearance as can be
seen from the following figures:-

Demolition Orders riade i s P s e 2.

Unfit houses including obsclete houses, demolished
as result of Demolition Orders or voluntarily by

mern L &= = & & = = L & = & LI LI gi
cln.ing l"'rdurﬂ mde-p - @ . L ] ® " . L L 3'.
Closing Orders revoked and Demolition Order

Su‘batitutﬂd L L LB & & U LU 1'
Houses made fit and Closing Orders revoked ... . 2,

Houses made fit and houses in which defects
were remedied
after informal actien by Distriet Council... nn 8.

after formal action by District Council ... i w

Total number of dwellinpgs demolished or closed during
the period from lst January, 1955 to
3lst December, 1968 s T i . - EFL

Changes in Hous ing Stock.
Other losses in housing during 1966,
Demolished by owners

{a} Rﬂduﬂdﬂﬂt.*+ " om W [ BB ] ERE N & 8 @ ® a . 5"
lb) Redevelopment ... B
Changed to farm use, s e - s . - 4.
Merged with adjoining dwelling,. e S e 2.

IMPROVERENT GRANTS.

Two applications for Discretionary improvement grants were
received and approved in 1968, to the value of £659, 6, 6d.

Eighteen applications for Standard grants under the Zouse
Purchase and Housing Act, 1959, as amended by the Housing Acts,
1961 and 1964, were received and approved during the year; the
total value of the grants approved amounted to £3,300. 3. 9d.

Six of these s chemas, together with seventeen earlier schemes,
were completed during 1968 and grants amounting to £3,716., 7, 4d,
were paid,

The amenities provided under Improvement Grant schemes
completed in 1968 were as follows;=

Standard.
Baths 20
Wash basins 20
Hot water systems 21
Larders 8
Water closets 19






Eight of the above schemes included the higher type of
standard grant and five included septic tank drainage dispesal
‘systems, One scheme also included bringing piped water to the
‘dwelling for the {first time,

-
"

_ 63 ingpections {including reinspections) were made at
remises in respect of improvement schemes.

No application was received for Grant under Section 46 of
the Housing (Financial Frovisions) Act, 1958, in connection with
the erection of new dwellings by private enterprise,

BUILDING REGULATICNS.

98 plans were deposited with the Council under the Building
egulations and Town and Country Planning scts. One plan was
rejected, 450 inspections were made of premises in course of

erection or alterations. 77 tests of new drains were carried out
at various premises,

WATER SUFPLY,

i The statutory Water Authority for the area is the Wisbech &
District Water Board. 10 dwellings on the outskirts of the
Rural District are served by Water Undertakings from other areas,

The following information is supplied at the request of the
Ministry of Housing and Local Govermment:-

(i) There has been a plentiful supply of water throughout
the area served by EBoard's mains and there have been no complaints
as to quality of the water supplied by the Eoard.

(ii) Normally routine independent sampling of piped water
supplied is not carried out by the Council, as the Jater Eoard's
Chemist carries out frequent bacteriological examinations of the
| mains water at selected sampling points,

F (iii) No action by the Council was necessary in respect of
| contaminciion,

(iv) The local supply of water is not plumbo-solvent.

(v) Proportion of dwelling houses supplied from Fublic
mains:=
Parigh No.of No,with Ho without Fercentage
Occupied Houses, mains water, mains water. Connected,
Benwick 225 225 - 100,00,
Dodding ton 479 477 2 99.58,
: Manea (including
|  Welches Dam). 459 458 1 99.78.
Wimblington
(including Stonea)469 466 3 99,36.
1632 1626 6 99.63
[ —— 4 === = mmT——

Moat of the few houses without mains water are situate§ 50
far from the nearest mains that it is not economically possible
to take water to them,

For the following schedule of work carried out in North
Witchford Rural District during 1968, and Water Analyses, I am
indebted to lir.Cyril Llanwarne, B,Sc.Tech.,A M, I.C.E, AM,IW.E,,
Water Engineer, Mr.J.5,Collins, Chemist and Bacteriologist of
the Wisbech and District Water Board:-

-ﬁ-






New Mains Laid:
Hing Street Housing Site, Wimblington, 107 yards 3" P,V.C.

Additional Domestic Properties Supplied:

Doddington 19
Wimbling ton 34
Benwi cle 2
Stonea i)

58

Water Analyses 1968 = North Witchford Rural District.

In order to maintain a pure and wholesome supply to the
district, frequent bacterioclogical examinations have been
undertaken during 1968, on samples from the Board's sourceworks
and the distribution system in this and adjoining areas, The
resul ts have been of a very high standard. ldany chemical
analyses have also been carried out,.

All new mains were s terilised, samples taken and
beeteriological examination made before the mains were put into
service, No connections were permitted until the water in the
mainsg was of the highest standard of purity.

A sample taken on the 31lst December, 1968, from the 18"
main at Marham Pumping Station (Marham mixed treated water) on
which a flueride estimation was carried out, had a flucride
content of 0,02 parts per million (as F).

There were no cases of contamination of the water supply
in North Witchford Rural District during 1968,

Bactericlogical Samples taken in North Witchford Rural District
&nd adjoining areas.

— e

Total No.of No.of Percentage
Flace of Sampling. Tests Tests Tests Negative

Taken. Negative. Positive, Tests,
March 54 54 - 1005
Doddington 51 51 - 1005
Chatteris 140 140 - 100%
Manea 46 46 - 100%
Totals 291 291 - 100%

DRA INAGE AND SEVWELAGE,

Benwick has a modern separate sewerage system for foul
drainage which has been in operation since mid 1963, Two samples
of the efifluent discharged at the disposal works were taken during
the year by the Great Ouse River Board Authority and whilst one was
satisfactory, the other one gave a rather high figure for suspended
solids,

With the exception of a few houses out of reach of the sewers,
the village of Manea is served by main drainage, Part of the
village is served by a combined system laid in 1874 which was
recently linked to new sewage disposal works with a storm water

—T-!






overflow tank to divert flows in excess of 6DWF. New scparate
foul sewers serve the remainder of the village, some of which
flowto the new disposal works at Town Lots and the remainder
discharge to modernised sewage works at Westfield Road, Two
samples of effluent were taken by the River Board from Town
Lots, one being very satisfactory and the other which coincided
with an operation by cleaning out the land treatment beds gave
an unsatisfactory result due to disturbance of sediosent. Three
samples were collected at Westfield Road, the first being
unsatisfactory and the remainder being up to the required standard,
Work was commenced on the constiuction of land treat.ent beds at
Westfield Noad which no doubt has lead to the improvement in the
effluent,

[ As regards the villages of Doddington and Jimblington early
in the year the Rural District Council accepted the tender
submitted by H.O,Andrews Ltd, for a new sewerapge s cheme for the

| villages of Doddington and Vimblington and the construction of

a new Sewage Disposal Yorks for the sum of £374,000, excluding

the cost of land and Consultants fees and supervision costs.

The scheme provides for new foul sewers in the two villages and
includes areas not previously sewered and at present served by
cesspool drainage. The scheme includes six puiping stations and
also four screw pumps, the latter have been introduced together
with variations in sewer routes and levels to enable a substantial
portion of the new sewers to be laid by the Badger Ma jor fully
automatic pipe layer. This is a new system employing the
badgering technique for placing plastic and p.v.c. pipes deep

in the pround for sewerage and water supply projects, This new
system resulted in extremely rapid progress in the laying of lines
of sewers over fields where there were no junctions to be inserted
for house connections, In the built-up areas most of the sewer
laying has been carried out by traditional methods although some
lengths of new sewer have been "Badzered" in highways, Most of
the pumping wains have been laid by a smaller addition of the
Badger known as the Badger kiner. By the end of the year

11,800 yards of 6" diameter and 300 yards of 9" diameter sewer had
been laid and 158 manholes constructed, 2,134 yarde of 4"
diameter and 3,350 yards of 6" diameter p.v.c, pumping mains had
also been laid, At the same time work was proceeding on the
construction of the combined Sewage Uisposal Works for the two
villages, The value of the work certified at the cnd of 1968
totalled £326,000,

wia sdvent of this .everaje uchewe entailed the pra;nrntinn
and cer.ice of numnercus liotices of Zntry for the pur.csc of laying
Be.ers a..d swaping wains throagzh gardens an.’ fiel’s, alseo the
dnv:atijation of co.plaints and tiz oaking of ingpuctions oo tae
JOX.: Was Jroceecwing, ltojether 239 visits were monue during the
year in connection with this new Sewerage Schene,

The Council continued the operation of emptying cesspocls and
septic tanke at houses not served by existing sewers, this service
is carried out by a local Contractor and one free enptying per
annum is allowed. In addition pail closets at houses not on sewer
lines are also emptied by Contractors,.

FUBLIC CLEANSING.,

Nightsoil, which is collected by contractors, is composted
with straw for use as manure on arable land. The contracts
" provide for three collections of cleoset pails per fortnight, the
number of closets becing dealt with at the end of the year was 67,
"The number of pail closets converted to water closets in 1968
‘was 18 and 11 of these conversions formed part of improvement
grant schemes.







Closet Conversions 196&,

Village. Iuprovement Others, Total.
Grant Schemes.
Benwick 2 - 2
Doddington 4 - 4
idanea 4 5 9
Wwimblington
{with Stonea) 1 r 3
11 7 18
] = o)

The following table shows the progress of closet conversicons
quring the past 11 years:=

Grant Schenes. QOthers, Total

Previously reported

1956 to 1967 135 254 389
1968 11 7 18
146 261 407

Cesspools and vaults are emptied upon request from occupiers
by one of the Contractors, who uses two cesspocl emptiers for this
purpose, The contents are disposed of at the nightsoil tipping
peints,

REFUSE CCOLLECTION.

Household refuse is collected from the built up areas of the
villages (including the roads between the villages) once every
fortnight by two separate Contractors empleying the kerbsideqzthod.
Certain sparsely populated outlying areas, namely Forty Foot Bank,
Doddington; Floods Ferry Road, Eemwick; Purls Bridge and Fifties
Road, iianea, are given a collection every four weeks. The refuse
is disposed in disused gravel pits and covercd with seil,

#ILK SUFPLY,
The whole of the Counecil's district is within a "designated
area' for the supply of milk, which in the main is distributed

by two firms operating from dairies outside the Council's area,
There are two local persons also retailing wmilk in the district,

REAT AND OTHER FUOD INSFLCUION.

There are now no licensed slaughterhouses in the hural
District, the seven butchers who have shops in the Area have the
animals they purchase slaughtcred in the Urban Districts of hiarch,
Chatterig and St,Ives.

FOOD PREMISES.

(i) The number of food premises in the area is as follows:-
Grocers, general provision stores and confectioners 17
Butch&rﬂ & & @ ® 8 = 8w LA LR - FE LA ] ?
Bakerﬂ a.l:ld Eﬂ]‘l.‘[ﬁctiﬂﬂerﬂ-.- - oW oW DR LR 5
Fried Fi-ﬂh Shﬂpﬂ ® o w ® & ® = 8 = 5 & & & & - es 4
Cﬂld stﬂreﬂ... "R e L = = & LR 4 s w LA 1
caf'&ﬂr-- ® % @ = oo U LI & @ w L LR 1
Liﬂ'&nsed PI‘E-m:i.EEE;.. ® oW - = = L LI LR 11

{ii) 17 premises are registcred under Section 16 of the Food &

Drugs Act, 1955, for the sale ©f ice cream. No ice cream

is manufactured in the area and all the retailers sell pre-

packed ice cream, which in every case is stored in proper

refrigerator cabinets, There are no dairies in the Distri¢
-gh






(iii) 13 inspections of registered food premises were made dur ing
the year, 3 inspections were made at the Cold Stores at
Doddington for examination of various foods,

(iv) No new educational activity was undertaken during the year.

{w] Concemned tinstufis are normally disposed of by burial at
the refuse dumps.

{vi) One exauination of a whole consignaent of frozen chips was
carried out at the Cold Stores and samples subudtted to
the I'ood & Urugs Authority who reported that the chips were
fit for human consuaption,

{vii) There are no ice ecream manufacturers in the area,

{viii) 29 visits were made of food premises during the year,
Byelaws for handling food were adopted by the Council in
1951 under Section 15 of the Food and Drugs Act 1938,

MOVEAELE DVELLINGS,

There are no large caravan sites in the Council's area as the
County Planning Autherity has adopted a rigid policy requiring
caravans to be located on a ecntral site, There is one Site
Licence in operation for a single caravan, Temporary encampments
cccupied by seasonal agricultural workers give rise to some trouble
due to spreading litter on the sites and failure to provide adequate
sani tary accomnodation,

NOISE ABATEENT ACT, 1960,

Complaints were received regarding two instances of unreason-
able noise from industrial premises, one involving a grain drying
and animal food preparation plant and the other concerned a workshop
located in a built up area of a village. In the first menticned
case the owner agreed to install special equipment to minimise the
noise in respect of which only one person made the objection.

RODENT CUNTL.OL.

The Council do not possess the necessary staff to carry out
rodent destruction work other than that confined to sewer dykes
and refuse disposal tips, Uwing to the pressure of other work
it is not possible to devote much time to rodent control, but
all complaints are investigatced and the opportunity to check for
the presence of vermin is taken when premises are visited in
connection with other matters, Good liaison is maintained with
the local cfficials of the Pest Department of the Ministry of
fgricul ture Fisheries and Food.

- In—






FACTCRIES ACT, 1961,
Prescribed Particulars of the Administration of the
Factories Act, 1961, ik T
PART 1 CF THE ACT.
1 - INSFZICTIONS for purposes of provisions as to hcalth.
5 3 | Humber Huaber of
Temises., ! on Inspec=) iiritten | Ccecupiers
Register, | tions, | Notices. frosccuted.
(1) (2) (3) ! (4) (5)
| = -
(i) Factories in which |
Sections 1,2,3,4 &
are to be enforced by
Local Authorities,.. 6 | - -
|
{ii)Factories not included
in (i} in which
Section 7 is enforced
1 by lecal Authority 20 13 1 -
(iii)Other Fromises in
which Scetion 7 is
enforced by the Local
Authority (excluding i
out-workers' premises). 11 1y | 1 -
Tﬂtﬂl.--...... 3? 34 i 2 | -
et e L
2 = Cases in which DUFECTS were found

‘Number of casce in which defects |Number of

Particulars were found cases in
w.:ich
proscctions
g Referred to were
Found)Remedied |To H.ix, , By id.li. |instituted
Inspecturgrnspcctnr,
(1) (2) (3) (4) thaiul5:) (6)

/ant of cleanliness
{Sili}ii+!!+fr!!fr- 2 1 - - -

ercrowding (5.2, - - = = =

nreasonable
emperature (5.3)

nadequate
entilation (5.4). L

Ineffective drainage
g floors (S.6.)....

anitary Cenveniences

B8.7)

a) Insuffieient 2 1 - - =

b) Unsuitable or -
defactive,.... - - - - -

c) Not separate for

nexa‘!-li-i-lllll = e &= = =

ther offences
gainst the Act
not inecluding
iffences relating - - = 1 = | =
o Outwork)...... | |

£l | it e - s

Total 5 3 2 - [ -













