[Report 1962] / Medical Officer of Health, North Witchford R.D.C.

Contributors
North Witchford (England). Rural District Council.

Publication/Creation
1962

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/scgjk7 3f

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode







ANNUAL REFCET OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH.

for the year ending 3let December, 1962,

The Lindens,
Doddington,
Iarch, Cambs.
Tel. D.ddington 206.
MR .CHA IRMAN, IADIES and GENTLEMEN,

I beg to present to you my report for the year 1962 on the
health condition of your district during that period.

I also present the Public Health Inspector'es repert.
I have thes honour to be, Iadles and Gentlemen,
Your obedient serwvant,
CECIL THOMAS,
fedigael Officer of Health.
GENERAL PROVISION FOR HEALTH SERVICES.

(1) Publie Health Committee.
Thia ccmprises the whole Coune’ 1,
{2) Public Health Q0fficers.

Medical 0fficer of Hemlth - CICIL THOMAS, H.R.C.3., L.K.C.P.
Pubiic Health Inapector - JOHW METCALFL, M.R.S.H.

(3) Marsing in the Home.

The entire district has the services of Tranined Nurses under
the control of ths lLocal Authorlty.

(4) Hospital.
Most Patients are now treated =t Doddington Hospltal.
(6) Ambulance Facilities.
These arc controlled by the County Council.
{6) ¢Child Welfare.
Clinfcs are held at Doddington and Mznea.
SOCIAL CONDITIONS.

The number of adults engaged on agricultural work continues
to decrease with the drift towards factory employment in nearby
towna. Seeze ml employment on farm work is still avallable for
mny members of the female adult porulatien.






GENERAL STATISTICS.

Area (acres) s e S e Sl eoe 24.701
Population (estimated mid year by Registrar

General) b 4,650
Fumber of inkabited houses ... . .o e 1,619
Rﬁ.tﬁﬂ.blﬁ ?Bluﬂ R L B LI L LI £’3?.ETT

Estimated net product of a penny rate ... ‘i £139

The estimated population for mid year is below the figure
the Censug return in 1961 which was 4,747.

VITAL STATISTIGS.

Live Bipthe.
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Rﬂ.tﬂ pEI‘ lm’ﬂ pﬂpulﬂtiﬂﬂ a4 %% L LR LN lEIT?

Illegitimate Live Births per cent of total live births 5.12
8till Rirths.

H\imber LU LR LI ] - . & & @ L LI E
Rate per 1000 total live and still births. S 25 .00

Total Live and 8%ill Births.. P ity e e 80
Infant Deaths (deaths under 1 year) e Stioe e 4

In:ant Mortality Rates.

Totel infant deaths per 1000 total live births.. 51.28
Legitimate " - " " legitimate live birthas 54.05
Iiilegitimate ™ * n * illegitimte " L Wil

Heo-mtal Mortaiity Rute (deaths under 4 weeks per 100D
“tﬂ li?e hirthﬂ]... - e o LR L ] LU @ & 33.46

Early Neo-matal Mortality Rote (deaths under 1 uee< per
1000 total live births) ... e S . ale e 38 .46

Perinatal Mortality Rate (etillbirths and deaths under
1 week combined per 1000 total live and still births) 62.50

Maternal Mortality (inocluding abortion)

Fumber of deaths.. Al i wnin e e Wil
Rate per 1000 total live and atill births. e Wil

Deaths in Area and Couses:

>

Malignant neoplasm stomach
M:lignant neoplasm lung bronchus
Moligmant neoplssm uterus

Other meligznant lymph:tie neopl:sms
Vascular lesions of nervous system
Coron.ry disewuse angina
Hypertenelon with heart disease
Oiher heart disesse

Other circulatory disease

Faonuemonis

Bronchitis

Congenital mlformations

Other defined and 1ll-defined disesnses
Motor vehicle accldenta
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FUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR'S REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1962,

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA.

Tie folloming are the numbers of visits and inspections
earried out during 1962.
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Sanitary Acocommodation.. S
Refuse Dumps ae - ves
Rate and Mice {1nuluﬂ1ng prEmieaB vialtad by Rodent

R Ll s el wen - ass T

Water Supply s i e Sie i i L S 1Ty
Drainasze ... S e S sae ane R 20.
Fried Fish Shupa‘. e Ty e . - .1 Ta
Vana and eheds ... . . “us - .o a7.
Factory Acts In5p&¢tiona : . . e . . 49

Manure and Refuse Accumulations ... .iaa T e B.
Miscellaneous Sanitary Visits. -ia aisa ek aais 6.
Nightsoil Dispoesal i —nt e e i ne 3.
Sewers and Scuaze Dis,oaal Norkmt " Lo Srre ) il SR s
DFKBB‘ L L B ) &*® & & L ] k& - = w LB lE'I

Buildinzs under Construction and Alteratian i g AT
Nex Drain and Sever 1nﬂpect1ona 1nnluﬂing tests. . 40.

Sever Tests. - S S “ha .sa cos o8,
Petroleum Installations. - % . e cea 3.
Paultry Farms and Pizgeries... ses ‘s ses ‘o 11.
Infectioua IH.EEEBE LI = s ® ® 88 = 8 LI ] R @ El

INSPECTIONS QOF DWELLING HOUSES.

(1) Mumber of houses inspected under Public Health Acts and

Housi Conso lidated Regulations [exciuding Council

HQUEEE Lo ] B E CEC @ @ & & ow " LI I LI 151
(2) Number of houses surveyed for Slum Clearance

[Hﬂt il’.‘l.ﬂl".lﬂE'd 11'1 tlﬁ CE A | L Y LI L ) L N Ei
(3) Number of Inspections for the above purposes

(i) and (2) {including re-inspections). ... ... 49,

Numier of Dreilings inspected under Rent Act, 1957 ... Wil

5} Inspections of Verminous or Dirty Dwellings ... ... 6.
6) Number of Inepections and Visits to housee in nonnectlnn

with Improvement Crants ... e e 57.
(7) Number of Vieits to Council Houses - Rep&ira,

mailntenance, and complainte, eto. aae ST =xs BOF.

MEAT ARD FOOD INSPECTION.
Butﬂhﬂrﬂ' Ehﬂ-pﬂ.-. LR ] - 8 o= - ow LRC N ] LI L l?l‘

Grnuerﬂr Shnpﬂ LI - s W & % @ E ) LY o Bll-
Tce Cream Premises (Retaill... ...  oes  ous Ll

Interviews and Mestingas attended ... ooe 5 a=s BTB.
HOUSING .

The Council did not ereot any new dwellings in 1962, and
although private enterprise erected 11 dwellings, of which 6 were
for housing farm employees, huuae building work slackened in the
Distriet to the extent of only 2 dwellings being under construction
by the end of the year. One additional housing unit was provided
by the division of a large farm house,






Summary of the post war development in the District:-

Rural Distriet Council 214 dwellings
County Council Departments 6 -~
Irainage Boards & n
Hoepital Board 2 n
FPrivate Enterprise 145 n
Private Enterprise (Conversions) e "
Total 373 "

Some further progress was made on Slum Clearance as csn be seen
from the following figurca:=-

Démolition Orders made avRe Fh S o . 1

Housee demolished a3 resalt of Temolition Orders
or voluntarily by owncrs. i ok ‘e Aekme b

Closing Orders Revoked or Undertskings
regoinded after houges made f1it e S e 1

Houses made fit and houses in which defects
wers remedied
(1) after informal action by District Counecil. senn 3

(2) after formal notice by Distriet Council... T 3

Tatal number of dwellings demolighed or closged during
the period from lst January, 1955 to
&let December, 1962 . i - R e w hin LT

Statutory Motlces served for repairs under Scction 93,
P‘ﬂ,hliﬂ Haalth ,_ﬁ.ﬂt' 1?56* - o oa @ @ @ R L

A8 in previous years, a considerable amount of time is taken
up in dealing with repairs and maintensnce (ineluding external
repainting) of Council houses znd 807 calls at such houses were
mede durinz the ycar for this purposc.

IMPFROVEMENT GRANTS.

Three applications for Discretiomary Improvement Grants were
reoeived during 1962, all of which were approved for a total grant
of #9238, 17, 6d. Seven schemes were comple ted and grants were
peid during 1962 to a total wvalue of £1,451. 13. 3d.

During the same period 12 applications were received and approved
by the Council for Standard Grants under the House Furchase and
Housi Act, 1959. Th. total value of the grants approved amounted
%0 £1,635. 10. 0d. Ten of thcse schemes, plus four earlicr schemes
were completed during the year and grants paid totalling £1,515. 8. 24.

The ameénitice provided under Standard Grant schemes completed
in 1962 were aeg follows:=

Baths 13
Wagh Basina 13
Hot Tatcr Sy=tems 14
Water Closets 13
ILarders 4

57 inspections (including reinspections) were made at prepises
in reepect of improvement schemes.

No application was received for Grant under Section 46 of the

Housing (Finencial Provisions) Act, 1958, in conncction with the
erection of new dwellings by private enterprise.
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BUTIDING BYEIAWS.

77 plans were deposited with the Council under their Bullding
Byelaws, oll of which were approved with the exception of one.
261 inepcotione were made of premises in course of crection or
slteration, etec., under the Byelaws. 47 inapc.ctions werc made of
new draing under construction, including smoke testing drains ot
40 premiees, The Bullding Byclaws oOperating in the Council's area
are similar to the Madel issucd by the Minietry of Housing and
Loonl Government =nd came into operation on the 7th November, 1953.

WATER SUPPLY.

The stotutory Water Authority for the =rea is the Wisbech &
District Wnter Board. 10 dwellings on the outskirts of the Rural
District are eerved by Toter Undertakings from other areas,

The following information is supplied at the request of the
Ministry of Housing and Loesl Government: -

(1) Onoce agsin it is gratifying to report that there hus
been a plentiful supply of water throughout the area served by
Bonrd's maine and there have been no complsints 2s to gucslity of
the wzter supplicd by the Board.

(11) Norms 11y routine independent sampling of piped water
suppliee 1s not ocarried out by the Council, =8 the Tater Board's
Chemist carricd out frequent baeterislogical examinntions of the
malne water at eclected sampling points.

{iii) No —ction by the Councll was neccesary in respsot of
contaminztion.

(iv) The local supply of water is not plumbo-solvent.

(v) Proportion of dwelling houses supplied from public
maing: =
Parigh No.of Ho with No Without Percentage
Qccupled Houses. nBINS Water. Mains WALEr. mﬁg_.
Benwick 227 226 1 99 .55
Doddington 453 441 12 97.13
Manea (including 480 474 6 98.75
Welches Dam).
Wimblington 459 449 10 97 .82
(including Stonca). i
Totals 1619 1590 29 98.20
—_—— g == e —

¥ost of the few houses without mains water are situated remote
from the ncarest main and it is not cconomically possible to take
the water to them.

For the following schcdule of work carried out in North
¥itchford Rural District during 1962, and "ater Analysce, I am
indebted to Mr.Cyril Llanwarne, B.Se¢.Tech,, AM.I.C.E., A.M.I.W.E,,
Fator Enzineer, and Mr.J.3.Collins, Chemist znd Bacteriologist of
the Wiesbech zmd District W_ter Board:-

New Mainas Iaid.

Manea Fifties 993 yda. 37 A.D.
(For purpose: of linking up two existing mains
to the Colony).
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Wew Conmections.

Benwick
Doddington
Manea

e O DA

Water Analyses 1968 - Nurth Witchford Rural District.

In orGer to malntsin a pure and wholesome supply to the district,
freguent bacteriological examinations have been urdertaken during
1962, on esamples from the Buard's svurceworks and the distribution
gyatem in this and adjoining areas. The resusts have been of a very
high standard. M.ny chemical analyses have also becn carried out.

Aii DeW @eins were sterilised samples taken and bacteriologicul
exnminations mede before the mains were put into service. Ho
gonncotions were permitted until the water in the mains was of the
hizhest stondurd of purity.

Bacteriolozical Sumpics tucen in the North Titcafurd Ruras District
and Auvjolning Arcaé.

Tuvad | No.of Fo.of
Pusce vl Sampilng| Tests | Tests Teats 4 Hegative

Tafen | Negative | Pusitive Tests
March 88 |8 - loo¥
Doddinzton 51 51 - 100¢
Chatteris 103 103 - 1004
Mane a 46 46 - 1009
Totals 288 288 - 1004

DRAINAGE & SETERAGE.

Moet of the houses in the oldest built-up area of Doddington,
Wimblington and Manea are served by old combined storm and foul
gewers, which discharge into obsolete works or catchpits, and thence
to dykes.

The post-war hous ing estates at Himbiington and Manea have
been equipped with modern sewage disposal plants, whilst the new
housing c¢state et Doddington has & septic tank outfall commected
with the filter beds forming part of the old sewage disposal works
in the village.

The msjority of houses which are situated in the uneewercd
ercas of the Dietrict are provided with ceespool or septic tank
drainzge, and the Council operates aon emptying eervice through a
Comtractor, ome frec cmptying per annum being zllowed. There is
£t1ll o conelderzble mamber of houses equipped with pail cloests
a8t Benwick nnd Mone=.

Further progress was made on the Renwick Sewerage Scheme and
by the end of the year the bulk of the work had been completed. -
926 yards of 6™ glazed stoneware flexible Jointed sewer pipes were
laid in 1962, making a total of 2,557 yards since the scheme
oo mmenoed. 52 yards of 5" dlamcter asbestos cement rising maln
were lald in 1962, making a total of 537 yards of 5" pumping main
to the Sewage Disposal Torks. In addition 352 yards of 4" diameter
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aabestos cement rising mein were lald from the pumping station in
the southeérn portion of the wvillagc.

Two cleoctor stations with decp pumping wclls werc constructed
and the installation of the pumping cquipment was nearing completion
at the end of the year. The major portion of the Sewage Dispoesl
Worke had becn constructed by late December, when adverse weather
conditions began to hinder the work, so that complition within the
estimated period of 18 months was not acheived.

Iateral connectione to the new sewers in the built up arezs of
the willage were made and the house conncotions 1:id up to the front
boundzrics of =211 properties in readiness for picking up the privote
drains when the new =mewerage scheme comes int> operztion.

FUBLIC CIEANS ING.

Nightsoll, which ie collected by contractors, is composted
with straw for use as manure on arable land. The contracts
provide for three collections of closet pails per fortnizht the
number of closets being dealt with at the end of the year was 30l.
The nucber of pail closets converted to water closets in 1962 was
26, in fact twice as many as in the previous year.

Closet Conversions 1962.

Village Improvement Others Total.
Grant Schemes.

Benwick 3 - 3

Doddington 2 3 5

Manea 4 7 11

Wimb lington (with Stonea)d _4 o
12 14 26
== == =

The following table shows the progress of closet conversions
during the past seven years:-

Year. Grant Schemes Othe rs Total.
1956 2 25 4
| 1957 5 2l 26
1958 6 44 50
1959 £ 14 20
1960 22 21 44
1961 ') 4 13
1962 pe] 14 26
70 143 213

Cesspools and vaults are emptied uvon request from occuplers
by one of the Contractors, who uses two cesspool emptiers for this
PUTrpOBE . The contents are eéither discharged over zrable land or
disposed at the nightsail tinping points.

Tine and indestructible household refuse are collected in
built-up areas at monthly intervals by contrzact, employing the
kerbeide method. Disposal 1s effected in dienesed gravel pits,
where the refuse is periodically covered with soil.
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MIls SUPCLY.

The whole of the Gouncil's district is within a "designated
area™ for the supply of milk, which in the main is distributed by
two firms operating from dairies outside the Council's arca.

MEAT AND OTHER FOOD INSFECTION.

There arc now no licensed slaughterhouses in the Rural L
District, the seven butchers who have ghops in the Arva have the
animals they purchese slanghtcred in the neightouring Urban
DPistricts of March and Chatteris.

FOOD PR_MISES.

(). The number of food premises in the area is as follows:-

Grocer and general provision stores ... w20

Confectioners only =aln s aie.  waw wae aiuiw 3
m;ﬁﬂhﬂrﬂ LA L L LS L LI E W T
BB.".EI'E- L ] LELR LR LR L L LR '4
Fried Fish Shops.. .o .o sas  mam ees 6
uEfﬂB LU LI EEE "EE L e @ LB 2‘

(11). 21 premises are¢ registered under Secction 16 of the Food
and Drugs Act, 1955, for the szle of ice cream. No ice
grcam is manufactured in the area and all the remilers
gell prepaokeéd ice eream, which in every case is stored
in proper refiigerator cabinets. There are no Doirice
1n the Dietrioct.

(£11). 11 inspeoctions of registered food premises were made
during the year.

(iv). Wo new educational sctivity was undertaken during the year.

(vl. Conlemned tinstuffs are normally dispoeed of by burial at
the re<fusc dumps, Rejeoted meat is cither removed for
disporal by burial or in the case of whole carcasecs ¢oloured
with appropricte dye prior to removal.py Knacker man.

{vil. Wo examination of whole consizgnments of fond wae neccesary.
(vii). There are no ice cream manufacturers in the area,

(viii) .An abetzoet of the provisions >f the new Food Hygiene
Regulations 1955/1956 has been distributed to all food
premises in the diastriest. 37 wieits were mde to food
premises during the year. Byelaws for handling food
were adopted by the Council in 1951 under SBection 10 of
the Foad and Drugs Act, 193B.

MOVEABLE DVWELLINGS.

There are no large carsven sltes in the area. Two site
ligences were issued during 196E under Scetions 3 and 5 of the
Caravan Sites and Control of Dovelopment Act, 1960, authorising
the use of oaravans for a period of 3 years and 1 year respectively.
Pen eite licences have been iseuecd under the new Aet, but at the end
of 1962 there remained only 4 licensed carzvan sites under occupation.

RODENT CONTROL.

Only a few complaints have been recelved regarding rete and
mice and in the main the rodunt destruction work carried out by
the Council's wor<man has been confined to various sewage dykes
and refuee tips.
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Tue to ezlla of other multifarious duties it is not possible
to devote much time to rodent control work, but all compiaints
are investigated and the opportunity to checis for the prescnce
of vermin is taken when premises zre visited in conncotlion with

pther matters.

Guod licison is mintained with the local

officials of the Pest Department of the Minlstry of Agriculture
Flsheries and Food.

FACTORILS ACTS, 1237 to 1909.

Prescribed Particulars of the Administration of the
Factorles Act,

1937 .

PART 1 OF THE ACT.

1l - INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisione as to health

Number | Numper of
Premizes on Tnspectl ons| "T1t ten | DCCUpie s
Regieter| Mot ices |prosecuted
(1) () (3) (4) (5)
(1) Pactories in which
Sections 1,2,53,4 and 6
are to be enforced by T 9 - -
Local Authorities......
(ii) Factories not inciuded
in (1) in which
Bectlion 7 is enforced 22 18 - -
by the Local Authority
(1ii1) Other Premises in
which Seotion 7 1is
enforced by the Local
Autherity (excluding 13 22 ~ -
out-workers' premisece)
Potal,. .o s s ww 43 49 Lo =
B - Cases in which DLFECTS were found
Nuamber of cases in which defects | Numoer of

Wﬂrcm'ﬁding tgia}ii -
Unrcasormble
temperature (5.3.).. -
Iradequate
Yentilation (S.4)... -

Particulars were found casesa in whicl
prosecutions
o WETE
Referred instituted
Found | Remcdied | To H.IM. By HM.
| Inspector| Inspector.,
(1) (2) (2) (4) (5) (6)
Waent of clcanliness
R e 2 2 - - -













