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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEAIPH

fur the year ending 3lst December, 1960.

The Lindens,
Doddington,
March, Cambs.
Tel. Doddington 206,
MR .CHAIRMAN, IADIES and GENTLEMEN,

I beg to present to you my report for the year 1960 on the
health condition of your district during that period.

I also present the Public Health Inspector’s report.
I have the honour to be, Iadies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
CECIL THOMAS,
Kedical Officer of Health.

GENERAL FROVISION FOR HEALTH SERVICES

(1) Public Health Committec.
This comprises the whole Counoil,
(2) Public Health Officers.

Mcdlcal Officer of Health - CLCIL THOMAS, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.
Publie Health Inspcctor - JOHN METCALFL, M.R.S.H.

(3) mwursing in the Home.

The 2ntire district has thc serviecce of Trained Nurses under
.the control of the Local Authority.

{4) Hospital.
Must Patients arc now truated at Doddington Hospital.
(5) Ambulance Facilitics.
These are controlled by the County Couneil.
(6) Child Welfare.
Ciinies arc held at Doddington and Manea.
SOCIAL CONDITIONS.

4 The number of adults engaged on agricultural work continues to

decrcase wWith the drift towards factory employment in nearby towns.

Seasonal employment on farm work is still available for many members
of the female adult population.

On lst April, 1960, the Parish of Welches Dam ceased to exiet
mainly on acoount of the fact that the Parish had virtually hecome
depopulated. The portion of the Parish lying south of the Forty
Foot river (1,387 acres) was ccded to the Urban District of Chatteris
and the remainder of the Parish of Welches Dam (1,001 acrca) was
taken into the Parish of Manea.






LNERAL STATISTICS.
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24,701

4,770
1,627
£66,954
£134

The sstimsted population is slightly below the figure

ogleulated for the previous year. The Ccnsus return i
wee 9,020,

VITAL STATISTICS.

Live Birthas.
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Infant Mortulity Rates.
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Malignont neoplasm stomach
Faliznont neoplasm lung bronchus
Miilgnant neoplasm breast

M:iignant meaplasm uterus

Other malignant & lymphatic nceopluasme
Diabetes

Voaseular lesions of nervous syestem
Coronury disesse zngina
Hypertension with hesrt disease
Other heart disease

Other circulstory dlscase

Pravamonis

Bronchitis

Other discases of respiratory system
Nephritis & nephrosis
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Total.
Brought For«ard oe
Hyperplasia of prostate
Other defined and ili-defined diseases
Motor veniole cocidents
All other acecidents

181 oo 812
"ﬂll—’tﬂ@{ﬂ

The death rate for the Rural District in 1960 was la.4l per
1,000 population, compared with 10.64 for the previous year.

NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

Total Notified.

Tubercular Pleurisy
Secariet Fever

Sonne Dysentery
Meningocaccal Meningitis
Infivenzal Pnuumonia
Wnopping Cough

Prneumonia

Measles

Tubercu.iosis af Lungs
Tuoercular Meningitis

IH“memmpquM

FOOD FPOISONING OUTBREAKS .

There were no cases of food puisoning notified in the Rural
Distriet during 1960,






PUBLIC HEALTH INSPLCTOR'S REPORT FOR THE YEAR, 1360.

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA.

The following are the numbers of visits and inspections
carried out during 1960.

'ﬂtﬁr su.p]:l]f T & % ® & 8 @ & W W T ] W & W EE-

I'PHIHEE& e & a e . w e e .o .o - . w . 13.
Fried Fiegh Shops.. g SiLit f i L e S L
Vane and Sheda ... ‘e T elae S i e 2.
Factory Acts Iaspections wieis Tt e s " e o0 »
Bakdehouses, . SN e Riallh o nk iy s e i
Sanitary Accommodation.. G g et e f e Tabi
REquE Dumﬂﬂ LS B LI LI L LI LI L B ) Eﬂi
Ruts and Mice (including premises visited by Rodent
Operator) RS e e s e e Exr L
Manure and Refuse Accumuiations ... e e B B
Miscelilencous Sanitary Visits. S e fas i 16.
Figntsoll Disposgal ey e o s e ol 3"
Sewers and Sevuge Dispusa. Tulks ... aun i waan DT
Dykes “in e i S s s e wam T
Bui'lﬂil]t{ Eyclﬁhli LI LA LI - & & LI L alﬂl
New Drein and eener laspections ilncliuding tests. i B2,
Petroicuam Tnstusiiatione. . ew ew e e .o e E.
Poultry Furms and pl<-eries... 5 e e i 7.

INSPLOCTION OF DWELLING HQUSES.

(1) Wumober of houses Inspected under Pubiic Healti Acts and
Housing Consvliduted Rey lations (exeiuding Council
Hﬁuﬂh:?

{2) Mumber of houses surveyed for Sium Clearance
{.ﬁﬂt' inciuded in {.i. ] . w s . e “a e 7.

(3) HNumoer of Inspsotions for the above purpose
(1) uné {Ef {incivnding re-inspcctions).. ... s 52,

(4) NWumber of Dweilings inspected under Rent Act, 1957 ... Wil.

{5) Wumber of Inspections and Visits to houseés in connection

LA LN ] LR L ] LA 1 L L L lgl

with Iﬁ'li".l.r-.'.l'lfﬁ-h".&nt Grllntrﬁ oo 'R oo 'Rl - o 56 "
(6) Humhu? of Tieits to Councli Mouses - Repairs,
mhl-l'ltul‘l:-l'ﬂﬂﬁ, and Eﬂ-m?laintﬂ, eto.. 0w e . w B3E .

HMEAT AND FOOD INSFECTION.

Butlﬂhﬁf-ﬂ‘ Ehupﬂiil 'R ] PR - oW PR ] - - LR Y 111
Grogers" SHUPS ... R alew e iaay aiaiE i PP 17.
Iﬂb Grbﬁm Prhmisﬁﬁ {Rﬁtﬁiliulp e w EI ] L Y L 15'

Interviews and Veetinga attended ... o i cee 1074,
i HOUSING .

During 1960, the Council erected 12 one bedroom type bungalows
- for occupation oy old people (six at Wimoiin:ton and six at Muiea)
and there were o similar bungalows in course of erection at Benwlcxk.

The Cvuncil's contribution tuwards housing regquirements is now
209 poat war dwellings and 84 pre-war houses.

Scven new dwellings were completed in 1960 uy privaté enterprise,
pius & new houseés erccted at Doddington Hospited by the Eaust Angilan
Reglonali Hospltzl Buard. Seven mure dwe.lings werc in course of
erection at the end of the year, including one bungalow for & Druinage
Authority. 8ince 1345 the following new dwellings fiave been erected
in the Cuuncil's arca:=-






RBural District Cuvuncil 209

County Council Departments &
Druinage Bourds &
Hasnital Board 2
Private Enterpricec 121
Privete Enterprise (Conversions) sl

Total new dwellings 342

Someé further progress was made on Slum Clearance as can De geen
from the following figures:-

Dﬁmﬂlitiﬂn ﬂ'rdvrﬂ l'l'i-.'id'l; - oW W w - T oo 3.
Glu‘ﬂinﬂ urﬂers mﬁ-ﬂﬁ LI L L & @ L ] 3#
Closing Orders Revoked and Demolition Oders made ... 3.

Huuees demplished as result of Demolition Ordcrs
or valuntarily by owners.. thia o s cAbiE

Closing Orders Ruvoied or Undertasings
rﬁacindad' aft‘er hauﬂ&s madﬁ- fltl‘ - "% L B ] LI B 1.-

Houecs made fit and houses in which defects
Were romedied
(1) after informal action by District Council. ... 32,

(2) after formal notice by District Council... ... 1.

Totel numocr of dwellings demolished or closed during
the period from lst Junuary, 1355 to
alst DLEEDJ’DGI‘, l.:}ﬁnq - oW o ow - @ oE ' R OR 351.

A in previous yoars, a considerable amount of time 1s taken
up in dealing with repaire and maintinance (inciuding cxternal
. repainting) of Cuuncil housce and 832 calle at such houses wore
mada during the year for this purposc.

ITMPFROVEMENT GEANTS.

Only & applicutions for Discretionmary Improvemnt Grants were
recelved during 1960, of which two were approved for 2 total grant
of £346. Seven schemes approved prior to 1960 wWere compleéted and
grants were paid during 1960 to o total value of £1,853, 15, 2d.

During the same pericd 18 applicationse were received and approved
by the Council for Staindard Grants under the House Purchase and
Houaing Aot, 1959. The total vi.lue of the grants approved amounted
to £8,105. 1. Od. Eleven of these schemes, plus twelve earlier
sghemee were completed during the year and grants paid totalling
£2.Ted. 12, 84. Mo less thon 16 rarm 20ttages were included in the
_ 83 completed schemes.

The amenities provided under Standard Grant schemes were as
. followsg:~

Baths w
Wash DBasins 20
Hut Wutecr Systema 28
TWater Cavects 19
Lurders 1l

56 inspections (including reinspections) were made at premises
in respect of improvement schemes.

No applications were received for Gruat under Scetion 46 0f the
Housing (Financial Pruvisions) Act, 1958.






BUTIDING BYELAWS.

57 plane were deposited with the Council under their Building
Byelaws, all of whioch were approved with the execption of one on
grounds of unsatisfactory provision for drainage. 310 inspections
were made of premises in couree of ercction or alteration, etc. under
the By.lauc. 62 inspections were made of new drains under
aonstruction, ineluding smoke testing drains at 58 premiscs. The
Bullding Byuiuws operating in the Councili's urea arc similar to the
Model iesucd by the Minlstry of Housing and Lwosl @uvernment and
came into operation on the 7th Wovember, 1953.

WATER SUFPPLY.

The Stitutury Water Authority for the area is the Wisoech &
District Wuter Bourd. 8 dweliings on the outskirts of the Rural
Diatrict are served by Wuter Undertacings from other areas.

The following Information is supplied at the request of the
Ministry of Huusing and Ivecal Government:=

(1) Once again it is gratifying to report that there has
been a plentiful supply of water throughout the area scrved by
Poard's mains und there have been no complaints as to quality of
the water supplied by the Roord,

(i1) Normally routine independent sampling of piped water
supplies is not carried out by the Council, 28 the Wrter Board's
Chemist carrice out fregquent bacterioclogical ¢xaminations of the
maine water ot sclected sampling points.

{1ii) No zection by the Council was nccessary in reaspect of
contamination.

(iv) The local supply of water is not plumbo-solvent.

{v) Proportion of dwelling houscs supplied from public
maine;: -

Parish. No.uf Ty .with Wo.without
Occupi.d Houscs. mains water. maing water.
Benwiog 289 222 i
Doddinzton 459 434 25
Munea (inociuding 486 471 15
Welches Dum)
Winblington 400 447 16

(including Stuvnea)

1627 1564 63

For the fullowing schedule of work carried out in North

. Witchford Rural District during 1960, and Tater Anulyses, I ag
indebted to Mr.J .K.Dawson, AM.I.C.E., AM,I.W.E., Wuter Engineer
and Mr.J.C.Collinas, Chemist and Bacteriologist of the Wisbech and
District Water Board:-

Mzins extensiona carried out in the North VWitchfa d area
during the yvear 1960.

Toii Druve, Manea 920 yarda 3" A.C.
l No. Fire Hydrant Fixed.

Runsvnumwar, Duddington 980 yards 3" A.C.
Munea Fiftics Schene 1,827 yards 4" A.C.
1 No. Fire Hydrent Fixed 8l6 yards 27 A.C.

- -






Additional premises connected during the year 1960.

Wimbaington 17
Manca 14
Duddington 10
Benwick 7
48
=

Water Analyeses 1960. North Witchiord Fural District.

In order to maintain a pure and wholesome supply to the district
frequent bacteriologioal examinations have been undertaken during
1960, on samplec from the Board's sovurceworks and the distribution
system in this and adjoining areas. Phe rcsulta have been of a wery
high standard. Mnny chemical analyses have also been carried out.

All new malns were sterllised, samples taken and bacteriological
examinatione made before the mains were put into service. Ho
godancctions were permitted until the water in the mains was of the
highest standard of purity.

Bacteriological S:uwplus taken in the North Titenford Rural District
and hEﬁuIning alCad .

[T Total | o .01 No.of |
Flace of Sampling Tests | Tests i Tests 4 Negative
Tacen | Negative Posdtlive. Tests.
: } i .
March 87 ' 87 i - 100 |
Doddington 52 | 62 | 1 98.1
I | '
Chatteris 105 | 105 i ~ 100
! .
Manea 48 f 48 | - : 100
Totals 292 291 | 1 : 99,7
| i |

With regard to the new water mains laid during the year, the
usual time lag in connecting properties resulted in only b occupied
dwellings taking a maine supply at Tae Coiony district off the
Manea Fiftles Scheme, and no houses had been connected by the end
of the year to the Toll Ruad (Munca) and Runsuvamoor (Deddington)
uxXtensions. One housc was conncoted to the Furty Fout Bank maln
laid in 1959 deepite spccial efforts to persuade a group of owners
to operate a combined scrvice main to other houses situated a

" goneiderable distance from the water msin.

: The Council agreed to go ahead with the Jjoint scheme with
March U.D.C. to s¢rve Hiursecmoor in Wimblington Porish, and also

made no objection to the issue of a "Fringe Order' to St.Ives R.D.C.

to supply water to Highside Farm, Ac¢rc Fun, in Doddington Purish.

DRAINAGE & SEWFRAGE.

Most of the houses in the oldest bullt-up areas of Doddington,
Wimblington and !"anea are served by old combined storm and foul
egwers, all of which discharge into obsolete works or catchplts,
and thence to dykes. It is inevitable that some pollution by
sewage matter occurs in these dykes, and in turn in the main drains
forming part of the extensive land drainage system in the ares,

resulting in complaints from occupiers of the land, Dr.inage Boards
and the River Bourds,

u?’—






Further delays occurred in the progress with the new sewerage
scheme for Benwick owing to withdrawal of the contractor whose
tender had been accoepted. The Cuouncil re-advertised for new tenders
and on thie occasion the Cuntractor who submitted the loweat tender
diecovered that hc had not made provislon for dewatering and desplte
efforte to negotiate for a satisfactory settlement, the Cuouncil wcre
1uft with no alternative other than to ndvertise for & third time.

The post-war housing estates at Wiamblington and Maanca have
been egquipped with modern sewage disposal plants, whilst the new
housing estate at Doddington has a septic tank outfall conneoted
with the filter beds forming part of the old sewage disposal works
in the village.

The majority of houses which are situated In the unsewered
areas of the District arc previded with cesspool or septic tark dmimge,
and the Cuouncil operités an emptying service through a Contractor,
ane free emptying per annum being allowed. There is still a
ﬂggaéfarable number of houseés equipped with paill closets at Bunwick
= 2 4 L

During the year 90 y.rds of 6™ glized stoneware sewer were
laid in Benwiok Roed, Dvddington, together with the construction
of 2 manholes, to serve a pair of new houses eérccted by the Zuat
Angliian Ruegionad Hospitel Buard. The total cost was £238. 13. 9d.
towards which the Buord made o contribution of £756. 0. 04d.

At the request of the & residents living at Cnapel Curncer,
Wimoiington, satisfuctory facilities for drainage were provided
by laying 52 yards of €' und 4" gluzZed stoneware sewer and
construoting one large catchpit and 4 inspection chumbers for a
total cost of £116. i0, 0d., tuwards which the residents concerned
sach made a oontri bution of £5. 0, Od. Tnis em~all scheme enabled
the coouplers to instal W.C's. in an . arca too restricted for the
gonstruction of individual cesapaole.

The dyke receiving the sewnge effluent from one of the outfalls
in Wimblington Purish was ¢icanscd by drugline during the year and
the Council alsoc made & £15. cuntribution to the Curff Druingc
Bourd for clicansing a wain drain in Doddington Purieh.

PUBLIC CIEANSING.

Nightsoll, which is eollected by cantractors, is composted
with atraw for use &8 manure on arable land, The cunbtracts
provide for three collections of closet pails per fortnight: the
mimber of closets being dealt with at the end of the year was 321.
The cost of this scrvice is heavy, which is easily understood
sconeldering the unpleasant nature of the task. Furthcr pragriss
wae mede in the year in the conversion of pail and wvault closets to
water closete, =28 will be scen in the table helow.

Clveet Conversions 1960.

Villaze Inprovement Others Total
4 Grant Conversions.
Benwick 18 2 20
Deddington 2 - 2
Manea (including 2 9 11
Welches Dam)
Wimblinzton i § 10 il
(including Stonea) i b
23 2l 44
== == -






Twenty five of these cipset conversgions were made at "tied"
furm ocvtbazes slituated in «reas outside villagzes.

Cesspovls and vaulis are emptied upon request from occuplers
by one of the Cuntractors, who uses two cesspuol emptiers for this
PUrposs . The ocontents are oither discharzed over arable land or
disposed at the nightsoil tipping points.

Tine and indcstructible houschold refuse are collected in
bullt-up arcas at monthly intervals by contract, employing the
Kerbelde method. Disposal is effcoted in disused gravel pits,
where the refuse is periodicaily covered with soil. Unfortunately
one of these sites is open to all-comers and a certain amount of
indiscriminate tipping occurs, which makes it difficult and
expeneive to cover the entire tipplng face with soil. Fire brokc
vut at onc tip, but this was scaled off with earth applied with the
aid of a dragline. The refus¢ contractors carried out their
duties very satisfactorily during the year under review,

MILK SUPPLY.

The whole of the Counail'a diatrict ig within a "desiznated
area”™ for the supply of milk, which in the main is distributed by
two firms operating from dairies situated outside the Council's
ureéi, There are two other milk retailers distributing milk in
the area, one being a producer holding a Tuberculin Teated liccnce
and the other holds a Dealer's lioence.

Tne following supolementary licences were issued during 1960
under the Milk (Special Designation) Regulations, 1949 - 1954.

Pasteurised 2

Tabereulin Teated

Tuberculin Teated (Pustiurised)

Steriliscd

Deader's Lioence fur Pisteurised

Dealer's Licence fur Tuberculin
Tyeted

(S L

MEAT AND OTHER FOOD INSPECTION.

There are now no licensed slauzhterhouwses in the Rural
Diatiiot, the seven butchers who have shops in the Area nave the
animels they purchase slaughtered in the neighoouring Urban
Districta of Murch uwnd Chzttieris. This arrangement, which was
described in the Report on Siuughierinouse Fucilitics pregared
under the Siuugnterhouses Act, 1958, has vperated satisfactorily
for aseveral years and the Cuvuncil came to the c.onclusion that
there was no nccesslty for a Pubilc Siaughtcrhouse to be provided
in the Rural District.

6 1bs. of corned beef and 12§ lbe of cooked ham which were
unfit for human consumption were voluntary surrendered by shop
keepers and condemnation certificates issued.

FOOD PREMISES .

1) The number of food premises in the area is as follows:-
Grocer and general provision stores soa sae 20
Confectioners only it e e . are 2
BPutoh&ers... stucin s S e 4 e aowk i
Bakers ... Sals s e oty e e - 4
Fried Fish Shupa. i e (5}
Cafes .o e . " . w o a s o 2






(ii1). 13 premises are registered under Scetion 16 of the Foud
and Dimage Act, 19565, for the sale of ice cream. Nu ioe
orcam is manufactured in the area and all the retailers
aell prepacked 1ce cream, which in every case 1s stored
in proper refrigerator eabinets. Thnure arfc Do Deiries
in the District.

(iii). 21 inspections of reglatered food premiscs were made
during the year.

(iv)., HNo new cducational activity was undertaken during the ysar.

(v). Cundemned tinstuffs are normally disposed of by burial at
the refuse dumps. Rejected meat i3 either removed for
disposal by burial or in the case of whole carcases coloured
with appropriate dye prior to removal by Knacdur aan.

(vi). Nu vxamination af whole consignments of food was nececssary.
{vii). There are no ice cresm manufacturers in the area.

(viid). An costract of the provisions of the new Foud Hyglenc
Regulations 1955/.5%06 has ocen distributed to all food
» premises in the district. 4] vigits were made to food
premises during the year. Byeliaws for hand.ing food
were adopted by the Couneil in 19561 under Scctiun 15 of
the Fovd and Drugs Act, 194B6.

MOVEABLE DWELLINGS.

Tnere are no large caruvan sitce in the area. Eieven iicences
Were issued under Scvetion £69 of the Pubiic Huaith Act, 1936,
autiorising the use of caravans for a period of 12 months on
individual site=. T™wo new sites were licensed during the year
and three sites were vacated which had been licensed previously.

¥ Representatives of the Council attended & Juint meeting of
local authorities held at the Town Hoii, Muroh, in Doteoer, 1960,
and tiae Crunell agreed tu wdopt the rcoommendations made at this
+ Joint meeting as to warious conditions to be attached to licenses
for eltee occupled by one caravan only so as to ensure uniformity
in the standards throughout the County. It was =grecd that the
ponditiona should apply to all new pites and so far as poessible
to exieting sites.

RODENT CONTROL.

Only a few cumpisints have bDecen received regarding rats and
mice and in the main the rodent destruction work cerried out by
the Council's wordmsn has biun confined to various sewage dykes
and refuse tips.

During the warly part of the year an inspection was made of
%6 manholes on sewcerage asysteme throughout the area and in company
with the Pust Offiocer from the Minictry of Agriculturc, Fisheries
And Foud ud it 1s gratifying to report that there were ne signs
of rat infestation to be¢ seen in the sewers.

e to calls of other multifarious dutics it is not possible
%o devote much time to rodent control work, but all complaints are
investigated and the opportunity to check for the presence cf vermin
le taken when premisce are visited in conncetion with other matters.
Good liaison is maintalned with the loeul officials of the Pest
Department of the Miniastry of Agriculture, Fisherics and Food.






FACTORILS ACTS, 1937 to 1959.

Prescribed Particulars of the Administration of the
Factories Act, 1937.

FART 1 OF THE ACT.

1 - INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health

Wumber Number of
Prumisce on Inspections | ten | Deouplers
: Regigter Notices. prosecouted
i) @) (3) ()
(1) Pacturics in waich
Swctions 1,2,3,4 and 6
are to be senforced by
luoial Authorities...... 7 9 - -
(11) Pactories not ineluvded
in (i) in which
T Scotion 7 is enforced 22 16 = =
by the Iucal ARuthority
(iii) Othcr Prumiscs in
' which Scction 7 is
enforoed by the ILucal
Authority {cxcluding 16 25 = =
out-workers' premises)
Tﬂtﬂl-+l-i. 45 Eﬂ - e

& - Cumes in which DEFECTS were found

Number of cases 1in which defects Fumber of
Particulnrs. were found. casws 'In whice
> prosecutiona
WeTre
Referred instituted
. Found Remedicd |T: H.K. By H.M.
Inspector| Insp:ctor
(i) (2 (3) (4) (5) (6)
Want of cleanliness
{s"l}..i*lliitlril---l- o = —
Overcrowding (S.2)... - = - - -
Unrecasonsable
temperature (S.3h.... - - = = E
Inadecouate I
vﬂﬂtilﬂtidn [E -4’! TR = — e = =

Number of cases in which defects

were found
Particulars
Referred
Pound |Remedied | To H.M. By H.M,
Inspector] Inspuotar
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)

Number af
cageg in whiel
prosecuticns
WeIE
ingtituted.

(6)

Enuffactiva drainage
ﬂ‘f fluﬂra {5-6]--94. 1=

Carried Forward e













