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ANNUAL REFORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

for the year ending 3lst December, 1908.

The Lindens,
poddinston,
&roh, Cambs.
T¢l. Duddin:ton E£06.
MR .CHAIRMAN, TADIES and GENTLEMEN,

I beg to present to you my report for the year 1958 on
the health condition of your district during that period.

I aleo present the FPublic Health Inspector's report.
I have the honour to be, Iadies and Gentlemen,
Your obodicnt scrvant,
CECIL THOMAS,
Medical Q0fficer of Healih.

GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR HIALTH SERVICES

(1) Public Health Comuittee.
This comprises the whole Cuuncil.,
{2) Public Health Officers.

Mediecal Officer of Health - CECIL THOMAS, MR.C.8., L.R.C.P.
Public Health Inspeotor - JOHN METCALFE, M.R.S5.H,

{3) Nursing in the Home.

The entire dietrict has the services of Trained Mursce under
the gontrol of the Local Authority.

(4) Hospital.
Moet Patiente are now trcated at Doddington Hospital.
(5) Ambulance Facilities.
Theee are controlled by the County Council.
(6) Chila Welfare.
Clinice are held at D.ddington and Manea.
SOCIAL CONDITIONS.

The bulk of the amdult population is engaged in agricultural
work and there are a considerable number of small-holdings under
the control of the Isle of Eiy County Council. Agricultural
work also provides seasonal employment for many of the female
adult population.






GLWERAL STATISTICS.

Area (acres) e B e
Population (vstimated mid year by Reglstrar
peneral) ' 4,800

- & . EE’E’EB

Number of inhabited houses ... sae .o aes 1,684
REtEablE v&lluﬁ W (I ] " e LI ] [ ] [N ] ﬂﬁ" ?.?JD
Estimated net product of a penny rate ... 5 £130

The getimatcd population iz eslightly above the fizure
caloulated for the previous year. The Census return in 1951
was 5,023,

VITAL STATISTICS.

Live Birthe P sne ses .o cen ‘e 68
Iive birth rate per 1,000 population Sisle g 14.16
8till-births “es cas . sae see s wil
S8till-birth rate per 1,000 live and still-birthe -
Total live and still-births .. ous A .he 68
Infant deaths ... i e e iele i cae nil

Infant mortality rate per 1,000 live births - total
Infant mortality rate per 1,000 iive births -

legitimate -
Infant mortality rate per 1,000 live births -
illegitimate -
Heo Notzl (firet four weekes) mortality rate per
1,000 1live births .-
Illegitimate live births per cent of total live
births 1.47
Maternal deaths (including abortion) i s Nil
Maternal mortality rate per 1,000 live and still-
births -
Deathe in Arca and Cauecs:
Melignant neoplasm stomach 2 - 2
Malignant neoplasm breast - 2 2
Other maligznant and lymphatie
nenplasma 5 & 9
Vaecular lesions of nervous system 4 & 7
Coronary disease angina 3 2 5
Hypertension with heart discase - 1 1
Other heart disease - 2 2
Other circulatory diseace 1 - 1
Pneumonia 3 3 6
Bronchitis 3 - 3
Other diseases of respiratory system - 1 1
Gastritis, c¢nteritis and diarrhoea 1 - 1
Nephritis and nephrosis 1 - 1
Hyperphaesia of prostate 1 - 1
Congenital malform=tions 1 - 1
Other defined and ill-defincd dlecascs 2 6 B
Motor vehiclc accidents 1 - 1
All othcr accidents i 3 A
‘B 5

“ B o=












PUBLIC HEALTH INSFECTOR'S REFORT FOR THE YEAR, 1958.

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA.

The following are the numbers of visits and inspections

carried out during 1968.

(1)

(2)
(2)

(4
(5

(o)

q“ter Equlﬁ 1 LI LI Eea LI = L AL L EEI

Drainage ... ae o ‘e s ras v e 57.
Fried Fish Enaps e o . an e ] 1S
Vans and Sheds ... o oie . e ST sa T 2.
F&Etﬂriﬂﬂ... PR ] - ow o '] "R ] ER ] & @ ® ¥ & lﬁl
B&Eﬂhﬂu335-¢ i EE L & % & LR LI LA L N ] 51
Sunitary Accvummodation.. e et e e el 44 ,
Refuse Dumps " 16.

Rats and Mice {iﬁeludiné premi esiéialtéé by ﬁ;dLnt
ﬂﬂﬂrﬂtﬂr} PN ]  E W & o PO ] oo & @ @ L 4?-

Meenurs and Refuse Accurmlations ... A A 2.
Miscellaneous Sanitary Visits. e e S are A B.
ﬁiﬂhtﬁﬂil Diﬁpﬂﬁal Pe s s aa e oa Paow ' 61
Sewerc and Sewage Dirfposal WurﬁE oo en e she . oe.
DF‘EE & T CRC Y & @ @ L L LI Egi
Bl.lilﬂ.iﬂa BHF-'-&HE+- R ] W - [ s aw LRI 54?-
New Drain and sewer 1n£pe¢tions 1nn1uﬂin# tests. . 37.
Infeotious Diseasces Investigations.. cas Sy aln 4,
Petroleum Instzllaticns. Freih adaon ‘e s e S a Era

INSFECTION OF DWELLING HOUSES.

Fumber of houses inspected under Public Health Acte and
Hvusing Cunsolidated Resulsations (sxeluding Council

HQ“EEE [ ] oW om L ] LI L LN ET!
Number aof hausea BUrva ed fur q;um Gl&uruivﬁ

(Not included in (1 o s S b e R B
Wumbsr of Inspections f“r thL above ﬂurpose

{1) and (2) (inoiuding rc-inspections). i s war Db

Wumber of Dwellinze inspected under Rent Act, 1937 ... 2
Number O0f Insvectiuns and Visits to houses in connection

with Improvement Grants ... i o e s 37,
Numpoer of Vislts to Council “Juﬁuﬁ - Rupairs,
maintenance, and complaints, etc. R eale S A s

MEAT AND FOOD INSPECTION.

Butohere' Snune and Slau-hierhouses. san sae “es 1l.
Gruﬂﬁ:ﬂ‘ E“uyﬁ T T ] B @ @ oE W = 8 & LI LI IBQ
Iﬂ& crﬁﬂm PrHMiBEE [Hutﬁil}-.. o w s L] - El

NOTICES SERVED.

Fumber of written Informal Nutices served. atal's Lo a5
HU; uf nbﬂVE ﬂ;mpllﬁﬂ With o o ow LR T L 19-

HJ‘ "f ahuvﬁ in hand L & & & L LR L LRI 4‘
Duuﬂlit‘ﬂn Order's sarved . . w e e a 4.
Undcrtasinge accepted under Scotion 11{a1 of Huusing

icu, 1936 = 8 & s & L] LI l-

House numbering n~t1055 a&rvaﬂ {Wlnh*inétun} coe ces 860,

Interviews and Muetings attinded ... T St «ss 949,






HOUSING.

No new Council houses were erected in 1958 and owing to the
absence of main drainage facilities in Renwick, it was not possible
to make any progress with the development of the land already
acquired for additional houses as part of the Couneil's slum
¢learance,

The Council's contribution to housing reguirements in their
area is 197 post war (1939-45) dwellings and B4 pri-war houses.

Eleven new dwellings werec completed by private enterprise in
1958 including 3 gecond hand prefabricated bungalows on 10 year
permits under Secction 53 of the Publiec Health Act, 1936; all
the bungzlows were provided with new pitched roofs and in one casc
the walls were encascd with 43" brickwork. 8 more dwcllings were
under construction at the end of the year, including two bungalows
by the Isle of Ely County Council Smallholdings Depsrtment.

. Altogether since 1945, 107 new dwellings have been erected in
the District by private enterprise, plus one conversion., 4 new
dwellings have been crected by various County Ccuncils on small
holdings and 3 by Drainage Authoritics.

Some progriss was made on Slum Clearance as can be seen from
the following figurce:-

D‘Eﬂﬂ'litiﬂn ﬂrﬁurﬂ mdﬂ 1.'ﬂ lgﬁﬂ N o om " ow o ] 4 #

Heuses demolished as result of Demolition Orders
or voluntorily by owners ... e =% e Ly

Undertakings not to relet houses until made fit
f‘ﬂr hum&!'l hﬂbititiﬂﬂan P oE e L LA Y LA 11

Undertakinge rescinded after houses made fit ... D a
Cloging Orders revoked after houses made fit ... 2,
Houses made fit and houses in which defecte

Were remedied

(1) acfter informal action by District Council. £1.

(2) after formal notice by Distriect Council... §.

As 1n previous ycars, a conslderable amount of time is taken
up in deéaling with repeirs and maintenance (including externsl
repainting) of Council housecs =nd 717 ealls at such houses were
made during the yenr for this purpose.

DMPROVEMGHT GRANTS .

Eight applicctions for Imorovement Grants were recelived
during the year, involving 9 dwellings. One application was
withdrawn by the applicant before proesentation to the Council:
all the others werc sppraved and the total waluc of the grants
amounted to £1,443, 12s, 10d. Two 2f the dwellings concerned
were farm cottages. Eight improvement schemes (including four
approved before 1958) were completed and o totzl sum of
£1,218. 16e. 10d. wae paid out to applicants. 37 inspections
(including roe-inspections) were madc at premiscs in comnection
with improvement grants,

No applicatione were received for Grant under Section 3
of the Hrusing (Fin:ncial Provisiona) Act, 1938,







BUILDING BYELAWS.

8Z plans were deposited with the Council under their

Building Byclawe, all of which were approved. 347 inspections
were made of premlses In course of erection or alteration, cta.
under the Byelgwa. 59 inspeetions were made of new drains under
consiruction, including smoke testing drains at 37 promisce. The
building By.laws opceriting in the Council's arca are similar to
the Mcdel issued by the Ministry of Housing and Local Government
and cameé into operation on the 7th Wuvemocr, 1953.

WATER SUPPLY.

The Statutory Weater Authority for the area ig the Wisbech &
District Water Baard, B dwellings on the outskirts of the Rural
District are served by Woter Undertakings from other arcas.

The following informetion ie supplicd at the request of
the Ministry of Houeing ond Loeal Covernment: -

(1) Onge cgain it is gratifying to rcport that there hae
been a plentiful supply ~f water throughout the area scrved by
Brard's maine and therc hawve bcen no complzints as to guality
of the wnter supplied by the Bocrd, other than one inatanec on
g post war housing estate where the trouble was caused by rust
accumulating in galvanised iron tubing used for internal plumbing
in conjunction with copper service pipe.

(L1} Normally routine independent sampling of plped water
sapplies is not carried sut by the Council, as the Water Bozrd's
Chacmist carrice out frequent bacteriologlcal examinations of the
mains water at sclcotcd sampling points.

{i1i) N2 actin by the Couneil was necessary in respect of
gontamination.

{iv) The local sunnly of water is not plumbe-salvent.

(v) Proportion of dwelling houses supplied from public
miins: -

Parish. No.of Houses as No.with FHo.without
DEr rate DOOK. mains water. mains water.
Benwick 240 210 30
Doddington 475 416 59
Manca 501 470 31
Welches Dam 17 3] 1z
Wiublington 451 420 3l
1684 1521 163
e = =

For the following schedule of work carried out in North
Witehford Rural District during 1958, and Water Analyses, I am
indebted to Mr.J.K.Duwason, AM.I.C.E., AM.I.N.E., Water Engineer,
and Vr.¥illiam D.Rrighton, B.Sc.(Dunelm) Chemist and
Bacteriologist of the Wisbech & Di trict Water Board:-

Wew Mains Laid.

North Titchford Azricultural Extension Bchemes:

Scheme WW.1l. Floads Ferry to Copalder Corner

Benwick 4" B5.I. 2,442 yards,

—E—







Scheme NW.Z2, Parson Land Drove, Doddington 3* 8.I. 1,878 yards
2" A.C. 187 =
NW.5. Cu.neywood Fen, Doddington oy BaTa. 1,939 M
NW.5. Fodder Fen, Manca " A.C. 1,866 "
NW.6. Fifty Drove & Tisbech Road,
lManca 4" A .C. 3,683 !
n.7. Fallow Corncr Drove and Purls
Bridgze Road, IManca o A.C. O,7ED "
c.1l, Beote Bridge to N.W.R.D.C.
Boundary an. 2.I. 2,496 »®
Pireviote Druve, Wimblinzton # A.C. 133 =

Wumber of Premisce Connccted.

Benwick 1
Doddington 18
Mune a U4
Stonca 8
Wimblington Ei

92

—_
jm——

Watcr Analysce 1958, North Witchford Rural District.

WPrequent bacteriological examinations have sgaln been made
from samples taken in March, Doddington, Chatteris and Manca, of
the piped supply to the parishes of Benwick, Doddington,
Wimblinzton and Manca.

Na contamination occurrcd during the year and all samples
taken gave negative results for the test organism B Coll Type I.

Bacteriological examinations werc made of every new length of
main laid, and none was put into service until examinztion of watcr
from the main showed negative result.

Mzny chemical analysec were pcrformed on samples from source
works and the distribution system.®

Number | Number giving fumber glving 4
Tagan pogitive results [negative rcsults |Negative

Bact. samples

|

|

|
at March 8l Nil 81 1004 3
Bact. samplecs I
at Doddington &8 Wil D2 1009 !
Bact. samples !
at Chatteris 108 Wil 108 1009 |
Baot. samples
at Manca 38 Nil 32 1009
Totals 273 HNil ard lﬂﬁf







As will be seen from details of new mains laid, the Wisbech
and District Water Board completed all the agricultural extension
schemee in Worth Witchford Rural District with the cxception of
Scheme No. 4 (Eastalla Lenc, Doddington). This hae not only
enabled many more propiérties to be conmectcd to the water mains
but has mved the way for other improvements, such as the provieion
of einks, W.C's., drainagc systems, and in some¢ cases bathrooms,

During the year the Council prepared and submitted for winistry
agproval a scheme for laying a water main along the Forty Foot Bank
%0 gerve properties in the Parishcs of Deddington and Benwick, tac
estimaited cost being £7,112. The Minietry of Huusing and Lucal
Government notified approval of the scheme and intimated that a
grant of £1,350. would be madc towards the cost. It was also
resolved that a scheme Tor extending the new water main at Piftice
Ruad, M.nia, to serve premisce in the Colony arca be submitted to
the Minietry of Housing and Luccl Government for determining the
amount of grant aid likcly to be forthcoming. In addition,
another short extcnsion of water main to serve properties in Toll
(Few) Roud, Manca, wzas proposed.

DREAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.

Most of the houses in the oldecet built-up arcas of Doddington,
Wimblington and Mznca arc served by old combined storm and foul
gemers, all of whioch discharge intc obsolete workes or ecatchpits,
and thence to dykes. It is not surprising thereforc that
conelderable pollution by sevage matter ocoure in such dykes, and
in turn in the main drains forming part o>f the extensive land
drainage syetem in the crca, resulting in cormplaints from -~ccupicrs
of the land, Drailnage Bu~rdis cnd the River Bo.rde.

The village of Benwick heg no proper foul sewers, although
parts of the village are served by old surface water sewers, to
which branch drains from yards of properties have been conneécted.
A certain amount of domestic waste water is discharged untreated
with surface water into the outfall dykes=. Until a proper sewerage
aiatem ig provided it is not possible to forge ahead with the Slum
Clearance work or modernisation of existing propertics in o ngested
parts of the village. In addition, considerable cmbarrassment is
belng experienced with cessprol drainage at the prst-war housing
egtate at Benwick end varicus land drainage schemes to alleviate
the trouble were under ceonsideration at the close of the year.

With regard to the revised sewerage scheme for Bemwick which
has been forwarded for Vinistry approval, notifiecation was received
during the year intimating that o grant would be fortherming at the
rate of £1,500 per snnum for 30 years towards the setimeted cost of
£70,000 and errangements were made for the holding of a Publie
Ingquiry for the compulsory purchase of 2 plot of land for a proposed
pumping station. Negotiations were a2lso oommenced for the purchase
by agrecment of land required for the sew=ge disposal works.

The past-war housing estates at Wiwblington and Menea have
been equipped with modern sewage disposal plants, whilst the new
houei gstate 2t Doddington has & septie tank outfall connected
with the filter bede forming part of the old sewage disposal
works in the wvillage.

Drainage disposal to such other houses as are providcd with
dralinage systems is, in the main, by use of scptic tanke, ccasspools
and soziwells, which funetisn with varying degrees of success.

A large namber sf houses particularly in M=nca ..nd Benwlck, are
provided with pall closets, and there are still a few houses
eqaipped with vault closcts.






A re;ort by the newly engaged part time EZngineer on the
existing sewerage arrangements at Manea was coneldered by the
Council, together with his pronosals for the construction of new
gewere and proper sevage dieposal works for the purpoee of abating
the nuisances caused by the discharge of unsatisfactory efflucnts
to various outfalls, coupled to the muisance from discharge of
grude scwage into ditches in srcas where no scwers eéxist. The
Council apuruved the oronoecd schemc ostianted o cust £65,808.
and forwarded the same to the Ministry of Heusing and Loezl
Governrent for the wrovees «f cbiaining lvan cwneent tezelher
with a grant under the Rural Tater Susnlies and Scweraze Act:,
1944 - 5B, Negotictions wire comtenced for the purchase by
agre-rent of the necegsary land for the sewage disposal worke.

PUBLIC CLEANSING.

Nizntevll i6 cuilected Dy cuntract.rs, and in some cases
composted with straw for use as manure on arable land, but somc
diffienlty is expericnced in finding satisfactory tipuping points
owing to the offensive smell. Th. contrascts provide for three
golleotione of oloset pails per fortnight; the approximate mamber
of clogets being dezlt with at the end of the year was 391. The
008t 2 thie service ie heavy, which ie ezelly understood
goneidering the unpleascnt nature »>f the task. Farther progrcss
wae made in the year in the conversion »f pail ond vault clusets
to water closets, as will be seen by the table below, and in the
oage of Maneca a substantial reduction was made in the number of
ggza¢s with paill and wvault claysete, including 24 pre-war Council

ECE.

However, until the provision of modern sewers and proper sewaze
disposal works makes it possible for the Council to preass for
fuarther converslone with a view to ceasing emptying pails in built-
up areas, it 1s unlikely that some owners will makc any attempt %o
install water closcts,

Closet conversions 1958.

Village Imnrovement Qthers. Total
granf Conversions.

Sohemee .

Benwick 1 1 2
Doddinzton 1 ) 4
Manea s a8 41
Stonea 1) 1 2
Wimblington - piii oo
& 44 S0

= == ==

Cesspoola and vaulte are emptied upon request from occupiers
by one of the Contractors, who uses a cesspool emptier for this
PUrpoa=e . The contunts are cithcr discharged over arable land or

disposed at the nightsoil tipping points.

Tins and indestructible houschold rcfuse are collected in
built-up arcas at monthly intervals by contract, cmploylng the
kerbside method. Collection >f refuse was extended over two
putlying arcas of the District by giving a quarterly kerbside
acllectiwn of tins, ete. Disposal is effectud in disused gravel
pits, where the rcfuse is periodically covered with soil speeislly
carted to the site. Unfortunately these sites are open to all-
comers &nd & certaln amount of indigcriminate tipping ccours
which makes it difficult and expensive to cover the entire tipping
foce with soil. The refusc eontractors carricd out their dutices
very satisfactorily during the ycar under rocview.

T S






MIIK SUPCLY,

The whole of the Council's dietrict is within a "designated
area®™ for the supply of milk, which in the main 1s distributed by
two firms operating from dakrics situated outside the Council's
arcea. There are two other milk retailers distributing milk in
ths arca, one being a producer holding & Tuberculin Tested licence
and the other helde a Dealor's liccncu.

The following supplementary licenceg were issued during 1958
under the Milk (Spcelal Designztion) Regulzticne, 1949 - 1954.

Pastouriscd 2
Mubereoulin Teated 2
Tubcrenlin Tcsted (Pasteuriscd) 1
Steriliscd 1l

Dealer's Liccnoc for Pastcouriscd 1

Seventeen samples of milk werc purchased in the coursc of
delivery in thc District and submittcd for cxaminatiosn at the
Publlc Health Iaboratory, Cambridgc. All the samples satisficd
the prescribed statutory teets with the exception of onc samplec
of Tuberculin Tisted (farm bottled) milk produced outside the
gonneil’s cria.

MEAT AND OTHER FOOD INSFECTION.

There is only one slsughterhouse licensed in the Rural District
under Section 63 of the Food and Druzs Act, 1955, the license
expiring on 31at July, 1959, One beast was slaughtered for sale
for human consumption during the year in this slaughterhouse. The
Beven butchers with shops in the Rural Distriet either buy "off the
hook™ or have the animals slaughtcered in the neighbeuring urban
distriects. Part of one hindguartcr of beef wilghing 32 lbs. was
oondemned in one butcher's shop, thie beef being "heatedv.

FOOD PREMISES.

(£). The number of food premises in the area is as follows:-

Grocer and general provision stores T s 20
Gun—fﬁﬂtiﬁﬂﬁrﬂ On].:'_l' LB EEw LRSS | LS L B
Butchers... e ae .an sae aus sue
Bﬁ-kﬂrs - LA ] LU ] LI ® @ . oW LR |
Fried Fish Bihope. ais n e aia Leieca “ww
cafas iESR LN B ] LI E LI B ] LI ® & @

[ o =3 2

(ii). 16 premises are registered under Section 16 of the Food
and Druge Act, 1955, for the sale of ice cream. No ice
eream is manufactured in the area and all the retailers
sell prepacked ice cream, which in every case is stored
in proper refrigerator cabinets. There are no Dalries
in the District.

(11i). 15 inepections of registered food premises were made
during the year.

(iv). ¥o new educational activity was undertaken during the year.

(v) . Condemned tinstuffs are normally disposed of by burial at
the refuse dumps. FRejccted meat 1s sither removed for
dispesal by burial or in the case of wholc carcascs coloured
with appropriate dye prior to removal by Knacker man.

(vi). No examination of whole consignments of food was ncoessary.

(vii). Therc arc no ice cream manufacturers in the area.
|
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