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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

for the vyear ending 31lst December, 1957.

ME ,CHATRMAN, IADIES snd GENTIEMEN,

I beg to present to you my report for the year 1957 on
the health condition of your distriet during that period.

I alsg present the Publie Hezlth Inspectar's report.
f haye the honour to be, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
CECIL THOMAS,
Medical Officer of Health.
GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR HEALTH SERVICES

{1) Public Health Committee.
This comprises the whole Council.
{2) Public Health Officers.

Medical Officer of Health - CECIL THOMAS, M.R.C.3., L.R.C.P.
Pablic Health Inspcctor - JOHN METCALFE, M.R.S.H.

(3) Nurzing in the Home.

The eéntire district has the services of Trainsed Nurses under
the control of the Local Authority.

(4) Hospital.

Most patients are now treated at Doddington Hospital.
(5) Ambulance Facilities.

Theas ars controlled by the County Council.
(6) ORild Welfare.

Clinics are held at Doddington and Manca.

SOCIAL CONDITIONS.

The bulk of the adult population is engaged in agricultural
work and there arc a considerable number of small-holdings under
the contrcl of the Isle of Ely County Council. Agrieultural

wori alse proevides scasonal employment for many of the female
adult population.

GENERAL STATISTICS.

Area (acrcs) S e s ser © mes 26,088
Population (cstim.ted mid year by Riezistrar

Gencral) Soeia 4,790
Fumber of inhabited housce ... e R i LR
Rateable Volng ... WA e aneBAD, 266

Estirated net product of & penny rate ... ... 128

The estimted population is the same as that calculated for
the previous year. ‘The Census return in 1951 was 5,023,
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VITAL STATISTICS.
Tahie 1. Live Births:

K. T. Total.
Legitimate 38 26 64
Iliegitimate 1 B s

39 28 67

—— — f——"]

Tie birth rate for Worth Witchford Rural Distriot 1la 1957 is
13.98 per 1,000 population, which is slightly less than that for
the previous year (i4.4 wmith 69 births) -nd still remiins below the
birth rate for Engzland and Walce at 15.7 per 1,000 vopulation.

Table 8, BStill Births:

M. : ) Total,
Iegitimate 1 - 1k
Illegitimate 1 1

e $E

=] jmr—]

The still birth death rate per 1,000 live and still births for
195% was 29 .00 as compared with 14.28 for 19%&6. For England and
Wales the figurcs were 22.4 and 23.00 reapcotively.

Tanle . Infantile Mortality:

There were 5 deaths of infants under one year of age (2 males
and 1 female) and two of these deaths occurred under 4 weeks of age.
The ianfantile mortality rate was 44.77 per 1,000 live births, as
compared with 23,00 for the country as a whols.

Table 4. Decaths in Area and Cuubes:

M. P, Total.
Tuberculosis, other than respiratory 1 1
Malignant neoplasm stomach - 1 1
Maliznant neoplasm breast - 1 1
Other malignant and lymphatic
neoplasms 4 1 5
Diabetes L 1 2
Vasoular leslons of nervous eystem 4 9 13
Coronary cdlecase angina 6 - 6
Hypertension with heart diccase - 1 1
Other heart disease 2 1 3
Other circulatory disease - 1 1
Influenza 1 - 1
Pneumonia 1 2 2
Hyperplasgiz of prostate 1 - 1
Congenital malformations il - 1
Other defined znd ill-defined
diseases 7 4 11
Accidcents other than motor vehicle
accidents - 1 1
28 24 52

The death rate for the Hural Dietrict In 1957 was 10 .35 per
1,000 population compared with 11.5 for England and Tales. Fur
the previous year the District death rate (with only 49 deaths)
Was B.l4 per 1,000 pupulation as against 11.7 for the whole
country.












PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR'S REPORT FOR THE Y.AR, 1957 .

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA.

The foliowing are the numbers of visiis and inspections

carried out during 1957.

(1)

(2)
(3)

(4
(5

(&)

Weter Eupp].:f . u “w saw . . . w v a9 .
'Dra.].nﬂﬁa .aw R “an e ® . w . ww e . 60 .
Fried Fish Shops.. e S e e wigin i B
v&ﬂﬂ anﬂ shﬁds - w & LR LI LA - & ® - . . @ @ 14l
Faocteries... £an e .. . ww e e - w @@ 14 .
Bakehouses.. . P aue vk sae . ses 5.
Em‘itarﬂ Eﬁﬂﬂwmiﬁﬁtiﬂﬂ-- e w oW - " n @ s m -E'g-
Refuse Dumnps PR . . P e 7.

Rats and Mice (including oremises visited by Rodent
Operator)  .es  ses  mes e PR e e WLl L s L

Manure and Refuse Accumilatlons .nn “ne avs in.

Miscellanevus Sunit ry Tisits. cee R 20.

® B & 8 ®
- - &
L3
L]

Hiﬁhtﬂoil ﬁiBﬁﬂBﬁl s ow w o & - 16!
gemers and Sewapge Disposal Works - 82.

DHKEE- - s ow - ® P [ LR o @ a w oA @ ElEq-
BUiLﬂing Byﬂlﬁﬂﬂ-- - o . R TR @ @ R 2191
New Drain and sewer inspections ineluding tests. L 79,
FPiggeries... S nex ik .

Petroleum Installations. . iis s S o g i 4.,

[ LA L & F & L] Ll LR gi

INSPECTION OF DUVELLING HOUSES.

Mumber of houses inspected under Public Health Acta and
Housing Consclidated Regulations (excluding Counecil
kuaez?.. s x e i A . e o6 .

Humber of houses surveyed for Slum Clesrance
(Not included in (1)). ... e BB

Wumber af Inspections for the above purpasc
T R o ass  was  swd eSS 140.

Humber of Inspections of dirty amd wverminous houses... 4.

Nugpber of Inspcctions and Visits to houses in connection
with Improvement Gronis ... S i S s aT.

Number of Visits to Council Houscs = Repairs,
maintenance, and complaints, ste. i e sa DBTS

MEAT AND FOOD INSPECTION.

Putchers' Shops nd Slaughterhouses. sae .as s 6.
Grﬂﬂﬂfﬂ' SRJQE W R W LR L LR - @ @ e LI l?!
Iﬂh ﬂrt&m PTEEIELE {Rutﬂil]nli LI - % @ LA L g-

Intcrvicws and Mectings attended ... e e e b G

HOTICES SERVED.

Wumber of written Informal Wutices gerved. S it 23.
Na. of above complied with ... vem PP i S 2L,
Domelition Orders scrved e ok s - s e 11.
Wa. of Closing Orders madc ... - PR e . 4im i
Undertakings accepted under Scction 11{2) of Housing

iﬂt, 1956 - oa # EE R E W - - ll.

Statutory Hotices {Pri%énti;ﬁ'af D;magwiﬁﬁ Pests Act:
1949)" scrved and complicd with... S, i et 1






HOUS ING .

30 new Council housee were erected in 1957 on the site
already prepared at the rear of Westfield Road Council houses,
Manca, the new estate being named Glebe Closc. These new
houses, together with 5 post-war aluminium prefabricated bungalows,
drain fo new sewage disposal works. The total number of
dwellings erected by the Council since 1945 1s now 197, this
figure includes 15 prefabricated bungalows. In addition there
8rc 84 pro-war houses. Owing to the abscnece of main drainage
facilities it has not been possible to make any progress with the
development of the additional housing site acquired at Benwick in
l:ﬁﬁa ::t& the result that slum clearance in that village is at a
stands -

During the year the Council accepted the offer extended by
the Ministry of Housing and Local Government in accordance with
Gircular 9/57 to purchase at £150., cach the 15 aluminium
prefabricated bungalows ercoted in 1947. The loan period is
15 years.

12 new dwellings were completed by private enterprise in
1957 and 4 more were under construction at the end of 1957.
These included 3 second hand prefabricated bungalows on 10 year
permite under Sectlion 53 of the Publie Health Act, 1936. In
addition one new Puolice Housc was ercected by the Islce of Ely
County Council at Benwick, and a Drainage Autherity erccted one
new bungslow in Wimblington Parish.

A8 regards Sium Clearance, the provision of the 30 nuw
Council houses at M.nca, enabled the Council to make some progress
in rehousing a considerablce number of familiecs and secure the
demolition, closing or reconditioning of the houses vacated. Tt
wa8 &leo possible to vacate the small Wissen hutted camp at School
Lane, Monca, and clear the site ready for derequisitioning.

The following is a summary of the result of action taken in
relation to unfit houses:-

Demplition Ordera made in 1957 161
Closing B e a il 7
Undertakinzsg not to relet houses until made

fit 11

Housesa demolished as result of Diamolition
Orders and other Stztutory Acticn taken
in or prior to 1957
Houses made fit and Undertazings cancelled &

Repairs and improvements were carried out at 28 other houses
a8 a result of inspections made independent of slum clearance
SUrveys.

Az in previous yesrs, a considerable amount of time is taken
up in dealing with repairs and maintenance (lancluding external
repainting) of Council houses and 687 ealls at such houses were
made during the year for this purpose.

IMPROVEMENT GRANTS.

Five z2pplications for Imorovement Grants were received during
the year, all of which were approved. The total value of grants
0 be made amounted to £914. 1i. 11. One of the propertics was
visited by a Sub-Committee and recommended for spproval subject
to the raising of ceiling heighte. Two of the dwellings were
for occupation by agricultural workcrs. 15 improvement schemes
werce completed during the year and a total sum of £3,884, 5. 3.
?&1ﬂ out to applicants in respcet of samc. 37 inspections

ineluding re-inspections) wirc made &t premisee in connsction
with improvement zrants.






No applilication wae received for Crant under Section 3 of
the Housing (Financial Provisions) Act, 1938.

BUILDING BYELAWS.

71 plans were deposited with the Council under their
Building Byelaws, all of which were approved. 219 inspections
were made of premises in course of erection or alteration, ete.
under the Byelaws. 79 inspections were made of new drains under
congtruction, ineluding smoke testing drains at 43 premises. The
Building Bys.iaws operating in the Council's area arc similar to
the Model issued by the Ministry of Housing and Local Government
and came into operation on the 7th November, 19863,

WATER SUFRrLY.

The Statutory Water Authority for the area is the Wistech &
Dietrict Water Bourd. 8 dwelilings on the outskirts of the Rural
District are served by Wuater Undertaxzings from other areas.

The following is the information supplied at the request of
the Ministry of Housing and Local Guvernment:-

(i) TFor the first time it is gratifying to report that there
has been a plentiful supply of water throughout the area scrved by
Board's mains and there have been no complaints as to gquality
other than an instance of an unpleasant taste in the water referrcd
to in the report by the Chemist and Bacturivlogist of the Buurd.

(ii} Normally routine independent sampling of piped water
suppliee is not carried out by the Cuuncil, as the Water Bourd's
Chemist carrics out frequent bacteriological examinatioms of the
mains water at selected sampling points.

(111) No action by the Council was necessary in respect of
contamination.

(iv) The local supply of water is not plumbo-solvent.

(vl Proportion of dwelling houses supplied from public mains:-

Parish. No.of Houses aes No.with No.without

DET rate book. mains water. mains water.
Benwick 243 FAV 40
Doddington 486 - 422 64
Manea 507 438 69
Welches Dam 17 4 13
Wimblington 464 401 63
1717 1468 249

For the following schedule of work carried out in North
Witchford Rural Distriect during 1957, and 7ater Analyses, T am
indebted to Mr.J.K.Dawson, AM.I.C.E., AM.I.W.E., Water Englinecer,
and Mr,.Tilliam D.Brighton, B.Sc¢.(Dunclm) Chemist and Baoteriologist,
of the Tisbech & District Tater Board:-

New Madn Iaid.

Horth "itchford Agricultural Extension
Scheme, Scheme No .N.7 .6 Fifty Drove,
Manes 4" A.C. 1,192 yarda.






Number of Premises Connected.

Benwick
Doddington
Manea
Stonea

Wimblington

3

2
42
9
_Ei
&7

—_——
Sem—

Water Analyses 1957, North Witchford Rural District.

fFrequent bacteriological examinations have again been made
from samples taken in March, Doddington and Chatteris, of the
piped supply to the parishes of Benwick, Duddington, Wizblington

and Manesa.

No contaminztion occurred during the year.

A rather

offensive taste was present for a short while, however, which

was due to borehole contaminations at Marham.

The taste was iIn

no way harmful, and was removed by & treatment applied to the

borehole.

Bacteriological examinations were made of every new length
of main put into service, and none was passed for supply until
the examination showed negative results.

Many echemioal analyses were again performed on samples from

source worke and the distribution system.”

i : Numbery : Number ziving 'Number givine [ % T
Taken ¢ positive results |negative results|Wegativej
| Bact .samples !
at March 73 | Nil 73 loo¢
tBact.samplea i
' at Doddington 52 | nil 52 100%
Bact.samples *
at Chatteris 106 ! Nil 106 100¢:
' Totals as1 ! Nil 231 1004

As will be noted in the information given by the Water

Enginser, a start was made on

one of the Agricultural Weter

Main Extensiun schemes, namely N.%W.6, which will bring an
altermative water supply to Manca to zuguent the existing mains

from Wimblington and Stunea before proceeding with extensions

to other parts of Muanca and Wu lohwee Dam.

Towarde the end of the year,

the Councoil agrecd to put forward

to the Ministry of Housing and Locoul Government a scheme for laying
a 4" wuter main along the Forty Foot Bank from Swingbrow to Bettys
Nosx Farm and thenoc to link up with an existing main In Rameey

Road, Benwick.







DRAINAGE AND SEWSRAGE.

Certain portions of the oldeast built-up areae of
Duoddington, Wimblinzton and Manes are served by old ocowbined
storm water and foul sewers, all of which discharge into
obesolete works or eatchpits, and thence to dykes. It is not
garprising therefore that considerable pollution by sewssze
matter cccurs in auch dykes, and in turn in the main drains
forming part of the extensive land drainage system in the arca,
resulting in complaints from land uscrs and Driincie Buards.

The village of Benwics has no proper foul scuwcrs, ulthough
parts of the village are served by old surface water scwers, to
which branch drzins from yards of propertics have been connected.
A certain amount of domestic waste water is discharged untrezted
With surface water into the outfall dykes. Dooe agein it is not
peaaible to rcport any substintial progross with the proposecd
Beweragé ascheme for Bunwick, but propiration of the revised
gchemeé (whioh is .atimated ta cost £70,000) wzs completed and
after gonsideration the Cuunoil appruved the same and resolved
to make application for grant sid under the Rurzl Water Sunolies
and Bewerage Acts, 1944-1955. Until a proper sewerage system
is provided it is not possible to forge shead with the Sium
Clearance work or modernisation of existing properties in
oongested partis of the village. In additien, considerable
embarrassment is being expericnced with cesspool drainage at the
post=war housling estate at Bcuwick.

The vost-war housing estatcs at Wimblington and Manca have
been eguipped with modern sewage disposal plants, whilst the new
housing eatate at Doddington has a septic tank outfall connected
with the filter beds forming part of the o0ld secwage disposal
works in the village.

During the yoar the Griat Ouse River Board tock samples of
sewage effluent from various sewage outfalls at Manes, most of
wiich produced very unsatisfactory results, consequently the
Suard requested the Council to oroce.d without delay with the
preparation of a scheme for the effsctive treatoent of the
sewage from Manesa. The Council agreed t2 appeint = part time
Engineer to prepare a scheme for the village for submission to
the Ministry.

A oonsideriaole amount of sewage dyke ¢ leansing was carried
out in 1957 at various outfalls at M-iesu, Wimblington and
Doddington, in most cases dredging equipment was used and the
cost shared with the land owners. One catchpit was provided on
the outfall sewer at the western end of Schuul Lune, Munesm.

Druinage Dispueal to suclh other houses gg are provided with
drainage eystems Iz, in the main, by use of septic tanks,
cesspools and soakwoells, whieh function with varying degrees of
suQoese., A large number of houseg perticularly in Manca and
Beuiwicz, are provided with pail closets, and many other propertics
have vault closets.

PUBLIC CIEANSING.

Nighteoil is still collected by contractors, and in some
casce composted with straw for use as manurc om arablc land,
but some difficulty is cxperienced in finding satisfuctory
tipping points owing to the offensive smell. The cuniracts
provide for three collections of closet pails per fortnight;
the approxim:te number of closets being dealt with at the end
of the year was 415. The coat of this service is heavy, which
is easily understood considering the unpleasant nature of the
task and consequent lack of competition. Furt lier prosres8 Was
made in the year in the conversion of pail and vault closets to
water closets, as will be seen by the table overleaf, but no
substantial reduction in the mumber of pnil and vault eclosets
will ensue untll Benwick and Munea have adequate sewerage systems,

H-B-H






A scheme for converting pail closets to water vlosets with
covered access at 24 old Council houses in Westfield Road,
Monca, was ayproved in 1957 and the contract placed at the end
of the year.

oset conversions 1957.

Villacze. Improvement Cessation of  Others. Total
B%:l%?ﬁ?s. E_IHI:; 'E Eagn ”1 Conversions.

Beuwick & - i 3
Doddington - 9 1 10
KEanea = - & &
Stonea 3 - 4 7
Wimblington - j 5 _2
5 11 10 g6
= f—— == ==

Cesspools and vaults are esmptied upon request from occcupiers
by one of the Contractors, who uses & cesspool emptier for this
purpose . The contentas are elither diescharged over arable land or
dlzaposed at the nishtsoil tipping pointsa.

Tins 2nd indestructible household refuse are collected in
built up arcas at monthly intervals by contract, employing the
kerbsidc method. Disposal is effceted in disused gravel pits,
where the refuse is periodically covered with soill specially
carted to the site. Unfortunately these ciics are open to all-
gomerd 22 a certain mppunt of indiseriminate tippinz cccurs
which makes it difficult and expecnsive %o cover the entire tipping
face with soil. The reifvse conirsctozs carvied out their dutics
very satisfactorily during the yezr under review.

The Rural District of Worth Witchford was made & "designated
area® by the Minister of Agriculiure, Fishsrics & Food iu 1956.
The bulk of the milk supply is distributed by two firms operating
from dairies situstcd outside the Council’s area and supplementary
lictnces were issued to these filrme under the Milk (Special
Designation) Regulations, 1949 to 1954, as follows:-

Supplems atoery Licences: Pastuurissd s =3 i B
TMaberoulin Tesied P i B
Tuberculin Tesbed
{Pasteurised) i - d:
Sfterilipged iiam AR ata :

In addition there is one other retailer covering part of the
area who retails bottled designated milk obtained from one of the
principal retaileras. Thig retciler was granted a De«ler's Licence.

MEAT AND OTHER FOOD INSPECTION.

There are enly 3 slaughterhouses licensed in the Rural
Dietrict under Scetion 63 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1955, the
licenoea of whioch all expire on 16%th Scptcmber, 1953, These
elaughterhouses are rarcly used except for occasional ecasualities
and a Tew plgs killed for private consumption. INo .nizals
intcnded for sale for human consumption were killed in the above
slanghterhouses in 1957, The six butchers who have shopes in the
District have nearly all their snimels slaughterced in the
neighvouring Urbzn District.






FOOD PREMISES.

o The number of food premises in the arca is as follows:-

Grocer and gacernl provision stores s e 20

Confeotioners only ... e s cesn 4
Batohérs... .... i e R Giars [}
HAKErEe ... el EL s R iy 4
Grecngracer anly g e R 2y 1l
FriLd Fish shln_ja- _ R “aw 88 o ow (51
Cafes shees s S Sk T h 2

(11). 14 premises are registercd under Scetion 16 of the Food
and Drugs Act, 1952, for the sale of ice cream. No ice
arcam is mamafacturcd in the area and all the retailers
86ll prepacked iecc ercam, which in cvery cage is stored
in proper rcfrigerator cabinets. There are no Duiries
in the District.

(1i1). 9 inspections of regictered food premises were made during
the year.

(iv). No ncw cducational activity was undertaken during the year.

(v). Condcmned tinstuffs arc normlly dispoeed of by burial at
the refuse dumps. Rejected meat is e¢ithcr removed for
diapoeal by burial or in the case of whole earcascs ceoloured
with appropriate dye prior to removal by Knmoker man.

(vi). No examination of whole consignments of fcod was necessary.
{vii). There arc no ice cream maauiactuvrers in the arca.

(viil) .An abetract of the provisions of She new Food Hysi<ne
Regulations 1955/1956 has been dlsiributed to all food
menices in the diestrict. B3 wisitn were mads %o food
premisec during the yzar. Byilaws lor handling food
were adopted by the Council in 1351 under Scetion 13 of
the Food and Drugs fLct, 1938,

MOVEABLE DWELLINGS .

There are no large caravan sites in the area. Eiuvven
licences wers ilsmued under Scotlon 269 of the Fublic Healilh Mok,
1936, authorielinz the use of caravans fei a limited period on
individual aites. A licencc was refused in respect of ane
application cn the grounde that the size and type of accommodation
was insufficient for the family concernsd. Purivdic.l Insoscticn
are made to ensure observance of sanitary requirements.

RODENT CONTRCL.

Cuompbar~tively few complaints have been received regarding
infestation generally, and these have all been dealt with., Tie
Varieus sivWage dykes =nd refuee tips are treated regularly by
the Council's empluyee. The Pest Depariment of the Isle of Lly
Cuunty Asrioultural Executive Conmittee carry cut a considerable
amount of rat destruction in the area, having contracts for the
treatment of over 100 premisez. One netice was served under
Gection 4 of the Provention of Domaze by Poete Act, 1949, in
reapect of premimce Infested with ratso.
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