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There are still many sub standard houses in the District, many of which
are either worn out or not suitable for reconditioning. In the villages the policy
of enforcing the provision of water closets, sinks and drainage would only embarrass
the obzolete sewerage systems. It is therefore not possible to report much improve-
ment in the standard of privately owned housing accommodation,

With regard to clearance of houses officially represcnted as unfit for
human habitation. it is gratifying to report that a group of 6 cottages at Wimbling-
ton candemnéd as long ago as 1938 have at last been demolished.  In addition,
one of five other dwellings represented as unfit during the year was demolished,
of the remainder two were standing empty at the end of the year awnaiting
demolition and the other two were the subject of undertakings not to relet.

Demolition was carried out voluntarily of 7 old cottages, one only of which
was orcupied, the tepant being rehoused in a new bungalow.

6 Informal notices were served for repairs to houses, of which 4 had
been completed by the end of the year.

Two Statutory Notices under the Public Health Act were served and complied
with.

The amount of time available for inspection of rented houses (privately
owned) is limited owing to the numerons other duties to be carried ont, incloding
repairs and maintenance of Council houses, No fewer than 756 calis were made
at Council houses during the course of the year,

Civil Building Control and Building Byelaws.

Due to the raising of the licensing ceiling for repairs to £500, ealy 3
licences (value £2,040) were issoed during the year on behalf of the Ministry
of Works authorising repairs and additions to cxisting houses,

A1 plans were deposited with the Council under the Building Bwelaws,
all of which were approved. 254 inspections were made of premises in the cours,
of erection or undergoing alteration.

Mew Building Byclaws based on the Model issued by the Ministry of
Housing and Local Government were made by the Council during the wear and
came into operation on the Tth of November, 1958,

Water Supply.
The following is the information requested by the Ministry of Health:—
(i) In those parts of the parishes of Doddington and Wimblington served
by the Wisbech and District Water Board, the water supply has been adeqguate
in quantity and there have been no complaints as to quality.

far as the parish of Manea is concerned, the position remains much
the same as dunng the previous year and daytime pressure in the delivery main
cannot be considered satisfactory for portions of the village. However, pressure
should be wvastly improved when the new trunk main in course of construction
by the Water Board links up with the existing main to Manea. This main
will afford a supply to the village of Stonea, which at present relies on rainwater
and river water for drinking and domestic purposes, augmented by mains water

carted when mecessary. Welches Dam relies on similar arrangements.

It iz pratifying to report that work was commenced during 1955 on
the laying of the water main from Doddington to Benwick, and at the close
of the year the main had reached the first house in Benwick. The village had
of course continned 1o exist on the normal rain and river water supplies during
the year, except diunng a period of drought in the :?t‘ing when it was necessary
to cart and distribute mains water for drinking and domestic purposes. 5,000
gallons were conveyed to Benwick and 3,000 to Stonea.

(i) Mo independent sampling of the piped supply is carned oot by the
Council.

(iti) No action was necessary in respect of comlamination.

{iv] The local supply of water 15 not plombo-solvent.

(v) Proportion of dwelling houses supplied from public mains:

Parish Direct to Houses By standpipe
I e 865 piL A
EapddiE e e e e T, qos
M L L BT a9y,
Welches Dam . . . __ e e Nil Nil
Benwick . . . e e Nil Nil

Two samples of water were taken at the County Hospital, Doddington,
which proved to be satisfactory,
For the following information regarding new water mains lod in the
Diistrict in 1953 and the number of new connections to the mains, T am indebted
to Mr. J. K. Dawson, the Water Engincer to the Wisbech and District Water
Board.
New Mains.
Doddington 8in. main Hu rds (remewed) .
Doddington to Benwick -I'Ln.}pamain 5,992 yards.
Wimblington 8in. main 41 yards,
New Connections,
Dodfinpbomesa— o
P e e R
A I o e e o e 17






On the application of Whittlesey Urban District Council, the Ministry
of Housing and Government made a “Fn Order’” anthorizing the
supply of water bﬁatlm Authority to premises inside the area of North Witchford,
namely Hungry Hall, Benwick.

Drainage and Sewerage.

Certain portions of the oldest built up areaz of Doddington, Wimblington
and Manea are served by old combined storm water and foul sewers, all of which
discharge into obsolete works or open dykes. It is not surprising therefore that
considerable pollution by sewage matter ocours in such dykes, amdd in turn in
the drains forming part of the extensive land drainage system in the area, resulting
in complaints from land users and Drai Boards. With the advent of piped
water supply in the village of Benwick, the need for a proper drainage system
becomes a nt, since many occupiers wish to add modern amenitics to their
impndt‘y long denied them owing to the absence of an adequate water supply.

fter deliberation the Council decided to call in their Consulting Engincers to go
into the sewerage schemes prepared in 1945, for the whole of the Arca, with a vic»
to finding out the estimated present day costs with or withoot modifications and
also the possibility of Government grants,

The construction of sewerage systems and sewage disposal plants for
the Wimbli and Manea new housing estates was completed during the year.
The filter at the old sewage works at Doddington were m.li;:rhaulndg_ including
the provision of new media. 264 yards of sewage polluted ditch at Wimblington
were piped during the vear to form an extension to an existng $in. combined
sewer. In addition ordinary maintenance work of cleansing sewage dykes and
emptying settlement tanks and catchpits at various outfalls was carried out with
the assistance of a Contractor’s cesspool empfier.

Drainage disposal to such other houses as are provided with drainage
systemns 15, in the main. by use of septic tanks, cesspools and scakwells, which
function with varying degrees of success. A large number of houses, particularly
in Manea and Benwick, are provided with pail ts, and many other properties
have vaunlt clogets.

Publie Cleansing.

NMight seil is stiil collected by contractors, composted with straw and utilised
on arable land. The contracts provide for 3 collections of closet pails per fortnight
and some 670 closets are dealt with. This collection used to be done during the hours
of darkness, but in recent years with tha shortage of labour it has been the practice
in most portions of the area (in common with other districis) to make collections in
the day time and it has become an unpleagsnt necessity to have vehicles collecting
ﬁ“ contents standing and operating in the streets in broad daylight. This can only

reganded as a very regreitable state of affairs when one realises by the middle
of the twentieth century the system for removal of human waste is no betier than
that existing in 1900, Only by adequate and expensive watler bome sewerage systems
draining to properly designed sewage disposal works can the problem be satisfactorily
solved.

Cesspools and vaults are emptied upon request by occupiers by one of the
Contractors, who wses i cesspoo] emptier for this purpose.  The contents are cither
discharged on to arable land or disposed at the night scil tpping peints.

Tins and indestructible household refuse are collected at monthly intervals
b}* contract, employving the kechside method. Disposal is effected in dis-used gravel
E.ts, where the refuse is periodically coversd with =soil specially carted to the site.

nfortunately these sites are open to all-comers and a certain amount of
indisciminate tipping ccoursy which makes it difficult and expensive to cover the
entire tipping face with soil. The refuse contractors carried ont their duties very
satisfactonly doring the year under review.

Milk Supply.

The bulk of the milk supply 5 now distributed by (wo firms operating from
dairies situated ootside the District. Such milk iz either Tubercolin Tested or
Pasteurised.

The following hcences were tssued during the year undeg the Milk (Special
Designations) Regulations, 1948

Supplementary Licences: Pasteurised i
Tuberculin Tested 2
Tuberculin Tested  Milk
(Pastenrised) 1
Sterilised 1

The following samples of milk were taken during the course of delivery by
ronndsmen for examination at the Public Health Laboratory, Cambridge, and all
were satisfactory :

Pasteurised a4
Sterilised ; = & 1
Tuberculin Tested . - 1
Tuberculin Tested (Pasteurized) 1
Ungraded . . . 1
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