[Report 1952] / Medical Officer of Health, North Witchford R.D.C.

Contributors
North Witchford (England). Rural District Council.

Publication/Creation
1952

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/mbjgaj33

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode

¥ (] 1 { [W) = 11 [ Ll 1 M oonclition
(1] 1 1 ) L ()
3 1 1 RS ol PO
5 l (il 1
18 I ] | 1
i
C i i 3 - | K1) - e il B
1l % - L L ", ‘5 L
Hil 151 1 L E 1 ur i v s
1 e LI treatioe o BT T o Hospiba
1 1 d b th (] A O
i L 41T i F] Fily
' | T t s lat nEaged 1 agrcoltural y L then
¥ 1 | = | e ! AL + HILE 1
1 1] C [l "B | 1 HT [ it [} 1
1] 13 1
{ 1 i’
\ |
[} | [ | L § J I LI MM il [ | 1 ¥
| | +
1114 1 ad |
1R T
} |5, T
[ } LT 1 ¥l
|
] ] J Wl
{ |
Li%
1 ] 1 a
st B - DA e hich e lenar 1 rth rate o
' F4 1 50 T T birth 1 [ ract in 15951 (M
1]+ 1 with 1 il Al 1 .
1 11
1 1 s 1 i il i | o ]



















with the present slow rate of building new dwellings. Repair and reconditioning of
existing rented houses i not an economic proposition in the majority of casces
whilst rents remain controlled at pre-war levels, and therefore it is not pessible to
reprart much improvement in the privately owned housing accommodation,

A considerable amount of time is faken up with dealing with complainis
and repairs arising at Council houses,

Representation was made in respect of six dwellings as being unfit for
human habitation under Section I of the ﬂﬁﬁinﬁ' Act, 1966, ngrf;] IJamm:IiEun Orders
were made in 5 cases, the remaining one being deferred.  Eleven houses  woere
repaired as a result of informal actwn. One Order Determining a Closing Order
was 1ssued n respect of premises at Benwick which had  been  reconditioned
satisfactorily.

Civil Building Control,

During the year 10 building licences to the value of £2,085 were issued
on behalf of the Ministry of Works anthorising repairs and additions o existing
dwellings. Fourteen licences were issued for new dwelling houses, Sixty three plans
were deposited with the Council under the Building Bylaws, all of which were
approved. 362 inspections were made of buildings in course of erection and in
connection with the Building Byelaws.

Water Supply.
The following is the information requested by the Ministry of Health:—
{1} In those parts of the parshes of Doddington and Wimblinglon served
by the recently formed Wishbech and District Water Board, the water supply
adequate in gquantity and there have been no complaints as to quality.
S0 far as the parnsh of Manea is concerned, the remewal of a section
of the supply main {1,200 yards of 4in. main) and the nstallation of booster
equipment at Wimblington has enabled much more satisfactory supplies to bo
a d to Manea, which has for many years suffered severe shorlages. There
is, however, stili room for improvement.
Benwick village iz still without a piped supply, as alko are Welches
Dam and Stonea. These, together with other outlying houses and farmsteads
have to rely on rainwater and niver water for dnnking and domestic purposes,
augmented by mains water carted from the nearest point. There are a few
springs and wells used for drinking purposes. but generally speaking underground
water is not palatable. During the period of drought which occurred in the
month of July, 1953, it was necessary to cart mains water to Benwick and
Stonea, the tolal amount conveyed being 15,000 and 1,000 gailons respectively,
carting taking place on 14 eccagions to Benwick and once to Stonea.

{ii) No independent sampling of the piped supply is carmied out by the
Council.

{iii] Mo action was necessary in respect of any contamination,

{iv] The local supply of water is not plumbe-sdvent.

(v) FProportion of dwelling houses supplivd from public mains:

Parizh Direct to Houses By standpipe
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Wiark on the propesed water main to Benwick, in respect of which the
Council entered into a puarmantee agreement with the Wibech and Distnict
Water Board during the previous year, had not commenced by the end of the
year owing bo the necessary pipes not being available.

Apart from the 1,200 yards of din. main replaiced en route to Manea,
the only other new work comprised 24 yards of 2in. and 114 yands of Sin, water
mains laid at Council Housing Estates during the year onder review,

Two sample of water were taken for examination from privale sonrces,
viz: a well at Doddington Hospital and a land spring in the Districl, and the
report on both was favourable,

Drainage and Sewerage.

Certain portions of the buill up areas of Doddington, Wimblington and
Manea are served by old combined storm water and fonl sewers, all of which
discharge into obsalete works od open dykes. The standard of effluent discharged
13 very poor and from time to time complaints are made that sewage matter is
being deposited in open di,-]-:m With the present curtailment in capital expenditure,
there is little likelihood of any new main drainage schemes materialising for many
VEArs,






Apart from ordinary maintenance work of cleansing sewape dykes and
vinpiying seitlement lanks and catchpits at various outfalls with the assistance
of the Contractors’ cesspool emptier, no works of extension or reconstruction
were undertaken in the year to the public sewers. The sewage outfall dyke at
Curf Fen, Dod:lin(gan. was thoroughly cleansed.

Considerable progress was made with the construction of surface water
and foul sewers (separate systems) on the housing estates at Doddington and
Wimblington, the former being completed dunng the year.

Drainage disposal to such other houses as are provided with drainage
gystems 18, in the main, by wse of =eptic tanks, cesspools and soakwells, which
fimpction with varying degrees of success, A large number of houses, paticdiarly
in Manea and Benwick, are provided with pail closets ,and many other properties
bave vault closets,

Public Cleansing.

Night soil is still collected by contractors, composted with straw and utilised
on arable land. The contractors provide for & collections of closet pails per
lurtnight and some G700 ciosefs are dea.t with. This collection used to be done
doring the hours of darkness. but in recent years with the shortage of labour
it haz been the practice in most portions of the arca (in common with other
districts) to make collections in the day time and it bas become an unpleasant
pecessily to have wvehicles collecting pail contents standing and operating in the
streets in broad daylight. Oniy by adequate and expensive water borne sewerage
svsterns  draining to properly designed sewage disposa! works can this state of
affairs be satisfactorily remedied.

Ciess s and vaults are emptied upon reguoest OCCHTHEeTs one of
the Cmtluttu;',:fﬂw}m uses @ cesspool Ii.'-lnpli-urp;ur I:h!;—'. pltl??rm:. ‘II;LE cnl;}:cntq are
cither discharged on to arable land or disposed at the night =odl tipping points.

Tins and indestructibie household reluse are collected at monthly intervals
by contract, employving the kerbside method. Disposal & effected in dis-ueed
gravel pits, where the refuse is periodically covered with soil specially carted to
the site. Unforiunately these sites are cpen to all-comers and a certain amount
of indiscriminate tipping occurs, which makes it difficult and expensive to cover
the entire tipping face with soil. The refuse contractors carried ont their duties
very satisfactorily duwring the year under review.

Milkk Supply.
The bolk of the milk supply i now distributed by two firms operating

from dairics siteated outzide the District. Such milk is either Tuberculin Tested or
Pasteurized.

The following hicences were issued during the vear under the Milk (Special
Designations) Regulations, 119:—
Supplementary Licences : Pasteurised &
Tuberculin Tested 2
Tuberculin Tested Milk
(Pasteurised) 1
Sterilizsed |

Three samples of Pasteurised milk, one of Tuberculin Tested and one
of Stertitsed milk were taken in the course of delivery for examination at the
fublic Health Laboratory, Cambridge, and all were satisfactory.

Meat and Other Food Inspection.

None of the seven slaughterhouses existing in the District has been
licensed under Section 57 of the Food and Drgs Act, 1933, Home killed meat
supplied to this area is slaughtered in the adjoining Urban District of March, where
it is i ed at the time of slaughter. 17 pigs (emergency slaughter) were
i at various ises in the area and passed as fit for human consumption.
1254 Ibs. of home h'l.ml were condemned in butchers® shops as being *“heated .

Other foodsiuffs inspected and voluntarily surrendered were: -

Braised Pork Hearts 43 Ibs. Tinned Salmon 15} oz.
Evaporated Milk tins Ham and Veal 4 Ibs,
Jellied Veal 2 Ibs, Pork Luncheon Meat 4 Ibs,
Luncheon Meat 4 b,

lee Cream.

No Ice Cream is manufactured in the area, One additional shop was
registered under Section 14 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938, for the sale and
storage of ice cream, the total number of premises now in use for sale of ice cream
being 11. Seven samples of ice cream were taken and submitted for examination at
the Public Health Laboratory, these being placed in the undermentioned
CRLEEOTIEs I~

Grade 1 — 6 Samples
Grade 4 — 1 Sample












