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To bhe Chairman and Members of

THE NORTH COTSWOLD RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

Mr,Chairman, Iadies & Gentlemen,

It is agein my privilege bto present Fhe Annual
Report for 1956 on the health and sanibary circumstances of
the Rural District.

Mr,A.Bde, bhe Chief Public Healbh Inspector
conbribubtes an accounbt of bthe work of his department, bthe
sanibtary inspection of the Distriet and the Council's Refuse
Collection Service,

I am indebbed bo Mr.G.E.Enighb, Surveyor and
Engineer, for the maberiazl relabting to the Councilts Wabter
Undertating, and sewerage and sewage disposal.

The health sbabisbtics show bhabt bthe steady
improvement in the wellbeing of bhe people is mainbained and
that on the whnle the Rursl District compares favourably with
similar districts elsewhere,

The Council have made a piped waber supply
available bGhroughout Fhe District.

Within the limits imposed by financial
restricbtions progress has been made in bthe provisinn or
improvement of sewerage and sewage disposal at Bledingbon,
Bourton—-nn-the-Wabter and Stow-on-the=Wnld.

Houses now being built by bhe Council are for
families to be rehoused from unfit dwellings, FProgress is
in accord with the Five Year Frogramme submibbed bo the
Minister of Housing and Local Government.

I wish bEo express oy grabteful bhanks bo bhe

Staff and to bthe Hezbers of bhe Council for bheir help and
support during the year.

I am, Mr.Chairman, Ladies & Genblemen,

Your obedient Serwvant,

STEPHEN KNIGHT,
Medical OFfficer of Healbh.

August, 1957.






HORTH COTSWOLD RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL
STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS . OF THE AREA

Area (in acres) e 86,218
Regisbrar-General's estimabte of mid-year
populabion (including members of bthe

Armed Forces) ‘e e 20,300
Number of Inhabited Houses (31.3.57) . 5,815
Rateable Value (at 31.3.57) o e £229,110
Sum represenbed by a penny rabe S 5332

EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR

HvE BIRTHS ke Tﬁtﬂ.l Male FE'E[H.].E
Legitimate 317 146 171
Illegitimate 6 = I
Tabkal
Tokal 323 148 175
Birth Rabte per 1,000 of the populabipn .. 15,9
Ares Comparabiliby PFacbor (3irkhs) e B
Corrected Birth Rabte(15.92 x 1.09) e e
STILL BIRTHS
Legitimate 11 7 4
Illegibinate _ 5 = L
Tobal 11 7 4
8b6ill Birth Rabe per 1,000 of bhe
Pﬂpulabiﬂ‘ﬂ ww 0454
S6ill Birth Rate per 1,000 bobal
{live and sbtill) birkths e A0
DEATHS 222 109 115
Death Rabe per 1,000 of the population ..10.9
Area Comparability Factor (Deaths) .s .98
Corrected Deabh Rabe (1089 x 0.26) ++10.46
DEATHS FROM PREGNANCY, GHILDBIRTﬂmABDRTIOH NIL

DEATHS OF INFANTS UNDER ONE YEAR OF AGE
antile Morbaliby)

Legitimate 7 3 i

Illegitimake. = i, =
Tobal 7 3 &

All infants per 1,000 Live Birkhs B L

DEATHS OF INFANTS UMDEE 4 WEEKS OF AGE

ennata nr XL G

Legibimabe 5 o

Tllegitimabte - e e
Tokal = 2 %

Neonabtal Mortality Rate per 1,000 live birbhs .. 15.5



POPULATION

The excess of births over deaths was 104, but in
spite nf 'this natural increase in the populabion obher facbors
have had effect and the Registrar-General's esbtimabe of the
population 20,300, is a decrease of 200 from 1955.

BIRTH HATE :

Although the number of births has fallen from 353
in 1955 to 323 in bhe year under review, Fhe local Birbh Rate
15.9 conpares favourably with the rate of 15.7 for Fhe counbry
as a whole,

DEATH RATE
The deabhs in 1956 were 222 as against 251 in 1955,

naking the Deabh Habe 10.9 which is lower bFhan Cthe national
Death Rate of 11 e

INFATTILE MORTALITY

Seven infanbs died under one year of age, bthe infanbile
morbaliby rebe being 21.7 per 1000 live birbhs.

This rabe also is lower than the rabte of 23.8 for
England and Wales.

CANCER

Twenty sewven peaople died of cancer, including one man
who died from cancer nf the lung.

CAUSES OF DEATH

The causes of deabh in bhe following table are
classified under bthe Abbreviated list of Inbernabtional
Stabiskbical Classificabion:z— !

linle Fenale

1. Tuberculnsis, respiratory ¥
2, Tuberculnsis, obther A 0 0
5. OSyphilibic disease .o 0 0
'i-!-. Di?h‘.bheriﬂ. o o o
5. Thooping cough e 0 0
6. Heningncoccal infections s 0] 0
7. Acube pol iﬂtwﬁlitis . 0 0
8, Measles ‘e 0] 8]
9. Other infecbive & parasibic o

diseases 0 0
10. Malignant nenplasms,stomach atn 3 1
11. Malignant neoplasm, lung,bronchus 1 -
12, Maligoont nenplasm, breast . (0] 7
15. Malignant nenplosm, uberus 0 1
158, Other malignant and lymphabic nenplﬂsﬁs 10 4
15. Leukaenmia, aleukaenia vk 2 0
16, Diabetes . 1 2
17. Vascular lesions of nervous system 11 16




Mzle PFenale

18, Coronary disease, angina

19, Hyperbension with heart disease

20. Obher heart disease

21, QObher circulabory dizeases

2, Influenza -

2%. Fneunonia

24, Dronchibis

25. Obher diseases of bhe respiratory syste
26, Ulcer of sbooach and dundenum

27. Gasbtribtis, enberifbis and diarrhoea

28. Nephritis and nephrosis

29. Hyperplesia of prosbate

30. FPregnancy,childbirth, abortion

2]l . Congenital malformatinns

32. Obher defined and ill-defined dAiseanses 1
%3. Mobor vehicle accidents

54, All obher accidenkbs

35. Suicide

36, Homicide and operations of war

Tobal 8w 1':]'9 115

= -
=R
e

COOAVWHEE OO OMN MMM R
DOM = OO0 O ESN =D

BIFTH DEATH AND INFANTILE MORTALITY RETES

157 fﬁE'ﬁTETHTET‘; ™ T ]

1352, 1955 19o%
Birth Rabe Eper 1,000 population) 18,6 19.9 16.9
Death Rabe (per 1,000 populabion) 11.4 9.9 11,1
Infantile Mortaliby Rate (per 1,000
live births)(Deaths of infants
under 1 year) 5.0 19,0 22,0
Heonabal Korbality Rzbte (per 1,000
live birbhs)(Deaths of Infants

1920 %
1.2 15,9
12.3 10.8

22,7 217

17.0 155

under 1 monbh 5.0 12.0 11,0
PCR COPARISON,THE OTIRTH, DEATH AND INFANTTIR
I’k _;{-T-_ I Il!;J.J-I.-l IEJ:-’_'.}IJA-I UL@M J-J!L_I'iﬁ ':IIES ETGII
ARE GLVGL O

England Counky HNorth

2: Winles of Glos. [T

Cotswnld

Still Births (per 1,000

total (live & sbill birbhs) 23.0 22.27 335.0

Infantile Morbality Rate
(deaths of Infonts uder 1

year)(per 1,000 live birbths) 23.8 19.83 21,7

Feonabal Mortalibty Rate
(deaths of infanbts under 1

nonbh)(per &,000 live birbths) - ... 135,59 155
Deabh Rake
{per 1,000 populabion) 11.7 11.78 109



PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS
AND OTHER DISEASES

INFECTIOUS DISEASES NOTIFIED DURING 1956
Sxcluding Tuberculosis)

Under

L ¥r. 1 -5 5=—14 15-25 over 25 . [Toksl

M F. ‘M, P, MBS MRS Ry M E.

Scarlet Fever - - 2 - 2 1 - = = = & 1 -
Diphbheris - = = RS- o Vo e Ty
Whooping Cough = = = 2 . e e a - 3 6
Measles = = 1518 2826 = = o= 43 45

Under G5 and

rs -14 15 - 44 45 - G4 nover Tobal

M. . Bl ‘Fi L R M. K. - .
Fneumonia 1 = = - 3 = 3 2 - 2 7 4
Erysipelas = = = = - 5 = r E | 6 2

Cerebro spinal
fever - - - = - - - = = = - =
Dysenbtery l = = = - 1 = = - - g |
Puerperal Pyrexisa 3 3
Paratyphoid Fever- - - Lo G e - = y M
Poliomyelitis

Paralytic - = - e o B
Non-paralyfbic - = - = = = - - - 1

Scarlek Fever

Only fiVElcaSEE nf scarleb fever were nnbified. The
disease nowadays is very licht in incidence apd mild in
characber.

Diphbtheria
| The Districh was again free from Diphbtheria.

Whooping Couzh

There were only nine notificabions.
easles
Measles has a biennial incidence. The yvear under

review was nobt an epidemic year and only eighbty eight cases
were nnbified.

Polinomyelitis

Two cases acéurred, one of bhem being the paralybtic
Eype.

#

Children bebtween Ewo years and nine years of age were
registersd for wvaccinabion agﬁinst polionyelikbis. Thirti
eight per cent of these children accepbed. A small quanbibky
of vaccine sufficient for one in ten of these, was available
during the year.

Food Foisoning
Total number of oubtbreaks ... e Wil
Number of cases 0 sde | HIL
There was no outbreak of food poisoning and no cases

were nobified.Such freedon is a credibt bo food hygiene and
food handling in bhe Districb. _ o



VACCINATION AGAINST SMALIPOX

The following bable sets oub the details of bhe records
of vaccinabion received during Fhe year :

Under 15 and

il el U SRR L i over Tobal
Vaccination 206 7 9 8 8 238
Re=vaccinabinn - - 2 8 25 55

Proportion of children vaccinated under one year of age,
expressed 2s a percentage of bthe number of births during bhe
year i-—

1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956
Lg 58 61 L] Al Gh

In conbtrast bto immunisabion against diphtheria, a large
increase took place in the number of children vaccinated againsk
smallpox; 238 in 1956 as compared with 162 in 1955.

Wo less than 206 were infanbts under one year of age,
making the accepbance rate in this group 66 per cent.

The sbate of vaccinabtion against smallpox may be considered

sabisfacbory albthough of course it means a susbtained effar b on
the part of parents, docbors and nurses bto mainbtain the position,

TUEERCULOSIS
Hewm Cases
Children All Persons

0= 5 — 14
Respirabory = s 5
Meninges & C.MN.S5. 15 1
Qther forms - 5 2

Dezbhs
Respirabory 1

ﬁ&ﬂiﬂgﬁﬂ & CLH .S l
Other forms -

Tuberculosis Regisber

The number of cases on the regisbter, 3lst.Decemberl956
was ag fnllows :-

Recpirabory C.H.5. Qther Forns All Forms
Magle Female Tobtal Male Male Pemale Tobal | Total

58 42 100 1 10 14 24 125
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FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1938
Clean Food

Byelaws mzde under Secbion 15 of the Food and
Drugs Acb, 1938, are in force for securing hygienic mebhods
in the Handling, Wrapping and Delivery of Food and Sale of
Fond in the open zir.

Fond shops and similar estfablishmenbs are

inspected regularly Eo ensure Fhat the fond is whnlesome and
Fhat the premises comply wibth requirements.

FOOD HYGIHIE REGUIATIONS 1955

These Resulabions made under Ghe Food and Drugs
Act, 1955, replace Secbtion 13 of the 1938 Achb, as Fhe principal
law relating bo food hygiene.

The applicabtinn of the new Hegulabions is much
more extensive in bthat they apply, gencrally speaking, nob only
to food shops bubt bo all "food businesses" end include cenbeens,
clubg, schools and so on.

In bthe main the Regulations came into force on
January 1lst., 1956, and are desipgned bto prevent conbamination
of food. Thnse requirenents dealing with strucbural alberabions
e.f. the provision of sinks, washbasins ebc., becane operabive
on July lst, 1956.

HATIONAL ASSISTANCE ﬂGT 1948.
Seckinn &/ 3 renova 0 able Fremises
of Persons in need of Cere and Abbenbiﬂn.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE {ﬂhEHBMEnL] ACT, 1951
section L.

An old lady, livipg aleone in insanibary
cirﬂumsbancas was removed under Ghis Seckion.,

It was found bto be inmpracticable bo provide
help in the house as she was accusbomed to wender dboub Ghe
village ab 21l bFimes of nighb. When the btime came bthe
nld lady went inbo hospibal quite willingly.

There are old people living alone and in failing
health who have been visited from bime to time, A 1iEGEle
regular help often enables them Go carry on living in thelr
own homes and prevenbts insenibtary condibions arising. This
assistance is usually given by the Home Help Service. The
0ld People's Clubs are most useful; bhey look afber Ctheir
members and report insbances in which help is required.







SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

HOUSING

Tenanbts have been re-housed from seven of bhe
thirby two houses which were in confirmed pre-war clearance
areas.

Prelinincry steps have been boken bo make
clearance areas at Elockley, 0Oddingbon, and Stow-on-the-Wold,
involving bwenby houses. Individual acbion under Section 11
of the Housing Ack, 19%6, has been baken against Fhirbeen
hnouses, resullbing menerally in bhe acceptance by bthe Council of
Undertakings nobt Lo re-leb nnce the houses have become vacantb.
The usual resulb is the inprovenent of bthe property, either by
the exisbin Or 4 New owner,

Irprovenent eronts have again enabled a large:
munber of sub-sbtandard houses bo be recondibioned, and brought
up tn a modern standard. © During the year, 65 grants were made.

It is expecbed that next year, more subsbtanbiaol
progress will be pode in repard bo unfib properties, owing o
the Council's decision to build houses only for slum clearance
purpnses.

LKebion boken during 1956,

Houses denpnlished or closed in bthe period.

(1) Housing Acb, 193%6.

{2) Demolished as o result nf formsl or

informal procedure (Section 11) Mil
(b) Houses affecbted by undertekings given

by owners under Sectbion 11. 13
(¢) Parts of buildings closed (Secktion 12) Wil

(2) Incol Governnmenb {Miscellnnenus Provisions) Aecb,1953.

Clos2d as a resulk of Clnsirﬁ Orders under Sections 10
(1) ,nd 11 (2} Hil

Repoirs in the Feriogd

(3) Unfit hnuses rendered fib nnd hnuses in which defects
woere remedied durinz bthe perind as a2 result of Informal
Acbion by the loecal aubthoriby under the Housing or Public
Health Acks.. - 22

(4) ZPublic Healbh Acbts - Acbion afber service of formal nobice

Houses in which defecbs were repmedied.. e 5
EW HOUSES

Coopleted in 1956: Councll Houses .. 28
Frivate Enterprise.. 3%

Progronpe Tor 1957: g2

Inprovenent Grants

Improvement Granbs were made in respect of inprovements
ani alberabtions bto 65 dwelllngs during the year.

-.11_



WATER SUPPLY
Stabistics relabing bto the Council's

Comprehensive Waber Schene

Populabtion nf sbabubtory area 21,893

Populabion served 19,000

Area served in square miles Q0

Daily average consurpbion (doneabic) 25 gﬁllans?mAM
Daily average consunpbion (Gtrade) a N
Tatal storage capaciby 1,812,000 e

Iengbth of. mains 118 miles
Capibal expendibure £351,400

Tnbal consunpbtion (Direct & Bulk) 1,100,000 gallons per

day

Durin the year a bulk supply of wabter fron the
Council's comprehensive waber scheme was made available bo
Shiprbon-on=-Stour Rural Distriect Council.

A new reservoir of 100p00 gallons capaciby ab liyck
Jeacon, bo augnent supplies in the southern area, was almosk
completed.

174 samples for analysis were btaken from bhe |
Councilis supply, 145 were Class 1, 16 Class 2, 11 Class 3,
and 2 sanples Class 4, The cases of unfit sanples were
investi a2bed and the cause elimirated.

. 29 samples were baken from privebe sources of which
1l were sabtisfpebory cnd 16 unsabisfacbory.

SEWERAGE AND GEFAGE DISFOSAL

Bledingbon

h During bthe year o new Punping Sbabion end Diverber
Stakion and 2 new Dispnsal Works were conplebted which provided
£ new sewerage systen for the village.

Bourbon=on-the-later

.. A lengbh of spun iron sewer was laid along Rissingbon
Road and o new Punping SEabion was erecbed bogebher with o new
Disposal VWorksa. The old works which have become obsnlebe are
now used only for the btreatinent of storn waber,

BEow—on=the—ilnld

A new schenme bo provide sewers and sewage disposzl
for Btow-nn-the-Ynld was cornmenced during the year.






REPORT OF CHIZF PUBLIC HEALTH INSFECTOR

Conplaints recelved 220 .
Informal notices 116
Sbabubory Maobtices Public Health Act &
Skatubory Motices Houskng lActs,

Hobice of Survey - 81
lfuisances ababed 148
Prenmises disinfected =}

Prenises disinfested (beebleg,flens ete.,) 13
L} (rats) 176

Fond shops and cabering premises visits 935

Bakehouse visits 25
Slaughberhouse visits : 332
Drains inspected and/or besbed 370
Animal carcases inspected 24383 (including Eveshan

ababboir)
Sanples baken

Prevention of Donage by Pest Act visibs 1,456

Visibs mnde for all purpnses 5,654

Refuse Conllecktion

The household refuse collection has been mainboipe d withoub
inberrupbion unier some difficulfy for a bime owing Eo the work
worpn sbabe of our older vehicle,

This stebe of offairs is now happily ended. The delivery of
a new vebicle in Sepbenber provided bthe opporbunity for a
Ghorough overhaul of Ghe bwo older lorries. While I think Ghe
cosk these overhauls was nob economic, I musb adaib bhab bhe
Council sre, for bhe first Fine, equippea with purpose builb
vehicles for the work of household refuse conllecbion, wibhout
having bo recourse bo uncovered wooden lorries in case of
breakdown of a proper refuse vehicle, The new fore and aft bype
has proved a greabt isprovemenbt, it is cleaner bobth fTmn bhe
point of view of collectbion and the uen narnnins it. Better
provision is rmede for bhe accnnmndabion of bthe: teom, and
provision for the carricge of wasbte paper on Fhe vehicle has
enabled Ghe ftroiler to be dispensed with.

The Erailer had oubflived ibs useful life =nd would shorbly
have had to be replaced., I have nobt succeeded in discovering
a possible purchaser.



Refuse Tips

Two pain bips are still in use with the addibion of
a new small Gip ab Wesbenbe, being filled ab the request of Ehe
FPorish Aubhoribies. This small quorry will soon be completely
filled and =0 a local eyesore will disappear.

I have agodn been very forbtunate in obbtaining supplies

of covering naberial ab small cnst which hawve been of great
pssistance in keeping the bips bidy.

Paper Salvage

In spite of bthe slunp, Messrs.AinswerGh & Cozpany
continmie bo cnllect our oubpubt of wosbe paper.

A bobal of 119 bons S9cwb. 3qrs, was disposed of, an
increase of aboubt 16 Eons over laskt yeaor.

The volue represents o bturnnover of £868 for the year.

FOOD INSPECTION

) The following fonds were surrendered and desbroyed as
being unfit for human consunpbion :-

Tinned ¥oods
reserves 24 btins : fruib 210 Eins : fruib Jjuice 18
milk 10 bins: crean 4 bins: fish 36 bins: tins:
soup 13 btins: meabt 26 Gins: cereal 1 tint
tinned ham 291bs .9 nzs: cormed beef & lbsi
GCinned weal & 1lbs.

Miscellaneous Food:
Healb ple 4% 1bs: wmeab pies 2: cheese 2% lba:
packebs of cueﬁse 1l : bacon 14 lbs: sausage 3 lba:
bubter % 1b: puff pestry 2 lbs: chocolakte 5 packe s
sponge aixbure 2 packebs: sauce powder 2 packebs:
fruit pudding 1: onions - 3 bons llewb.

Yome Killed Meab:

L heifer wghing 157 lbs: 1 sheep weighing 29 lbs:

4 pigs b, 342 lbs: 2 oxheads " &l 1bs:
1 heifer hesd " 30 lbss € pigs heads "  55)klbs:
Pork - 25 1lbs: rmubbon - 5K lbs: livers - 297k lbs:
lungs = 36}z lbss kidneys - 4% lbs:

Disposal of Unsound Food

Unsound food is desbroyed by fire on the Council's
refuse btips, under supervision bto prevent any possibiliby of
nisuse of this naberial.

These foods gre cnllecbted in small guantibies and are
nf nan{ varieties, therefore there is no ecopomical way of
utbilisging bthem for any purpose.

Slauzhbterhouses

There are four Council slaughterhouses and one Knaclers
yard in the area,

All anpinnls slaughtersd for human food were examined,
toballing 967, as follows i=-

Deasbs 130: Calves 12: Sheep G34: Figs 191.
=









