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URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL OF NEWTON-LE-FILIOVS.
INTERIM REPORT OF MEDICAL OFFIOER OF HEALTH
EQE gﬁg YLAR 1U_§

Hﬁalt“ Department:,

A A IBRARY ) Lethsm House,
fﬂ Grogs lLiene,
Hewion-le-Fillows.

“ Ladies and Centlemen,
" I have the honour to submit my interim Annusl
Hﬂpurt on the Publio Health Bervices during 1543=
sl Osrtain vitel statlstios ave again omitted on
the instruction of the Minisiry of Hesalth for securi ¥ Teasons
but AW is expected that full deteile will be publighed for all
the war years efter the cessation of hﬁﬂtqliuiﬁt
The Distriot has remeined free from sericus
disease during the year and, on the whole, the zeneral acalth
is zood. It would appear, however, from statements made Ly
general practitioners, that there is a definite incresce in
minor illness and there is little doubt that the population is
showing the effects of contimued war strain.
The Health, Maternity and Child Welfare, and
Hospital staffs have maintained a good standard of efficiency
hout the yeer and the relief from the more urgent Civil
Delsnce responsibilities due to the relative sbsence of air-
- ralds hes been very welcome.
M‘-—-ﬁ-—- - The opening of a Wartime Nursery called for a

good desl of pdditional sdministrative work for the ¥eternity
and Child Welfere staff during the equipping and steffing of

the Hursery.

Olose co-operation between the Nursery and Clinie
staffs has been established and is being maintained with benefit
to the welfare of children in the District,.

On the inetruotlon of the Minlatry of Health, the

Health Vigitor during 1943 devoted a greater proporticn of her
time to the Council's Immunisation Bcheme. It has not been

gaible to accede 4o the further suggestion of the Ministry of

alth that the Heslth Vigitor should devote more %time to
pombatting the incidence of louse infestation in young children.
Thers isg & 1imit to the amount of work one Healih Visltor can do
in a District of this size, but reference to procedures already
operative is made later in the Repors:.

The Council readily adopted the new scales of
8alaries for rurses laid down in the First and Second Reports of
the Hurses Balerieg Committee lmmediately on publication =nd

. theae higher ezlaries have been'paid since the ist April, 1943.

The other conditions of employment rescommended in the Rusheliffe
Report will be insugursted as soon as conditions permii,

Infeoticong Disonags:

The incidence of notifizble discapges was agein low
aznapt for measles which accounted for 552 of the TCT7 cases of
infectious disease nostified.

42 predicted in my Repoxt for 1942 the expected
measica Epidemic materialised between December ﬁgie and ifarch 1943
The monthly notifications during this periocd wers:



o

1942 November 13
1942 December 120
1943 January 271
1943 February 213
1943 March 51
1943 April 8

The District wee completely free from measles
guring the last five months of the year. :

Searlet fever casee were fewer and all extremely
mild in type but whocping cough ghowad = sharp rise towards the
end of 1943 and can be expected to continue prevalent in
early 1944.

Diphtheria, twenty cases, showed = further
decline and was the loweet incidence for ten years. A1l the
cages were of & mild kind and there were mno deaths. The
highest ircidence agein poourred in the 5 to 10 years agé group

(45%) «
Three contact carriers were digoovered and
jgolated in hospitel.

Diphtheris Immuniggtion:

During the ysar, 205 children under 5 years and
39 children over 5 years of age were immunised under the
Qouncil's Boheme at the Welfare Centre, The names of 289
children who have now pessed thelr fifteenth birthday and are
therefnre beyond the sge limit of the Scheme were removed from
the register. :

This alteration accounts for the slight fall in
the percentege of chlldren immunised as set out on page 7,

Again the transfer of pre-school children to the
school ape groups on mttaining the age of five years accounts
for the fell in the percentage of immuniged children under five
years and the consequent increase in the percentage immunised
in the 5 tc 15 years age groups.

The total of all immunised children between the
ages of one and fifteen years for 1943 is 73.% as againet
Tﬂ,td{iﬂ in 19‘12-

One ochild immunised under the Council's Scheme
developed rild diphtherila. geven children reported to have
been immunised privately developed mild diphtherias; one had
not been irrmunised for seVEn years. Proof of immunisation by
private practitloners was not forthcoming in =11 these cases and
the stotements of some of the parenis may be open to doubt,

Isolation Hospital:

The number of cases of infectious disease
admitted to the Isolation Hospitel ghowed = further decrease
on thz low figures for 1942, particularly so for local cases.
The adnissions were Newton-le-Willows U.D. B4, Haydock U.D. 54,
Warrington R.D. 64, H. M. Forces 11; total 213.

only two deaths occurred in the Hospitel, both
being due to tuberculous meningitis.

mhe gtaff has bsen just adequate as a result of
the low number of pdmissions which enabled two wards to be kept
closed most of the year. However, many difficultiea have to
met in wartime end I am grateful to the Matron, Mrs. Crockett,
for the effective wey in which all problems have been met and
deslt with so that the Hospital could contimie to function
smoothly and efficiently.
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Adttendances at the Child Welfare Centre remain
high and the condition of {the children of the District ms a
whole is good.

It became necespary towerds the end of the year
for administrative rpasons to arrange for the ssle of milk
fooda atc., at timaqﬁﬁher than during (linic sessions but the
fear that this slterstion would affect attendances was unfounded,

: The atiendance of expectant mothers agein showed
an incresee on the previous yeer and e greater number of mothers
were confined in institutiane then ever before,

In spite of increased supervision and hospital
confinemente, stillbirths and deaths attributed %o premeturity
ghowad a sharp rise over the figures for the first three war years.

There is & strong assumpiion thet this is an
indication of the prolonged strein of wartime life on the mothers
of the District,

The issue of iron-contalnlng tablete to expectant
mothers durlng the last three months of pregnzncy was continued
with benefit and in addition the issue of calcium tablets wes
begun during the year,

In a mmber of cases where the position of the
child was abnormel the necessary correction wes carried out
during ante-natal =sttendance,

Eromotion of Oleanliness:

A though =dditional work in this conneoction has
not been practiceble, certain procedures which have been in
operation for some consideresble time were continued end implemented.

. Lethene o0ll and Anascebex, for lousy heads snd

scebles respectively, ere availsble at the Welfare Centre for issue
a8 raguired. The Health Visitor when visiting tekes the opportunity
to engquire about ell children in the household and advises
accordingly.

Appropriate leaflets published by the Central Council
for Health Educetion are distributed as necessary.

From observations =t the Welfare Centre and during
routine visiting, there does not appear to be any marked lncrease
in varminous condliions in the pre-school children of the District.

Wartine Fursery:

A standard type pre-fabricated rursery building wes
ercased off Patterson Bireet during the year by the Council's
Housing end Works Depmritment, snd was opened for the reception of
children on the 30th August. The Hursery is opén dey and night
from Mondey to Beturday noon.

By the end of the year there were 24 names on the -
ropister of whioh four remained in the Nursery day and night.,

"hilet being central enough for the convenlence of
working mothers, the Nursery is pleasantly situated in well laid
grounds, The children are all extremely heppy and have shown
merkad benefit from their life in the Nursery.
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2. PROVISION OF HEALTH BER_!.;GEE.

3taff. There was no change in the personnel of the department
during the year, 5

dpbulences. There was no change in the year.
Laboratory fecllitles

sleapping services,
There have been no change in these matters during

nics, Hoepltala serrvins

strict and

bk

the yesr,

3, BANITARY CONDITIONS OF THE AREA.

There has been no iwmportant change durinz the vear.
dixteen bacteriological end one chemical examimation of “khe
Water supply were made and ell reports but one were gatisfactory.
# ropeat sample upon the unsetisfaptory report was gatisfactory.
the water continues to be supplied from the deep wells 2nd is
chlorinated: ell dwellings are supplied bLy maine directiy to
the houses e:nﬂgt in two instances and the eupvly is constant,
Gompleinte ere becoming more frequent of ceses where suprlies
are resgtricted in quantity by the obstruction of service pipes
by a sendy sediment,

41- m:-

The mctivities of the department in this connection
have been restricted by control of lsbour and materinls =nd the
danitery Inepectors have sgain been obliged to confine require-
ments mainly to the abatement of nuisances snd dangerous
:Enditinna. There have been no new houses built in the course of

e year,

5. INSPEOTION AND SUPEZRVISION OF FoOD.

There are no slaughterhouses in use in the

igtrict end all butcher's meat is supplied from Centr=l
Lepots. Regular observation is kept and special visits are
made where neceseary to food premis:ss, market stalls, dairies,
cowsheds, and vehicles. B8Semples of milk supplied to schoole
are taken on behelf of the County Qounecil mnd seven such
gamples were taken in 1943. Five samples of milk have =lso
ceen exemined bacteriologlically and for Tuberole bacilli,
Two semples were bacteriologically uneatisfactory; none was
positive for Tubercle becilli. Unsatisfactory reports were
Taferred to the vendors and the Heslth Authorities for the
areas of production.

The following food samples were submitted for
analysis under the Food & Drugs Act, end all were reported
upon es "Gemuine", elthough one wae slightly deficlent in fat
but not such as to be an offence: further samples from the
same vendor were sptisfactory.

Article Iotal
Bacon 2
Cheesne 2
Margarine 1
i :
Butter

14
1
]

28

kﬂhqmuHMME
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The Bcheme for dealing with fodd affected
by enemy action was mazintalned.

6, IEFECTIOUS DIE.H...EE ~ CONTROL, "

¥
| Enquiriﬂs wzra-maﬂﬂ upon notificztion and

disinfections carried out where necessary. The number of cases
notified sppears earlier in this.report.

Primary visits by Inspectors 149
Secondery wisits B0
Disinfectiona -~ Rooms I.D. 50
§ Others 4

Hiac&llan&nuﬂ Meinfections:
: articleg
Infectious Digease 1419
COivil Def.Sarvices 42
ﬂthﬂt Ll--n‘-Bl IiD' 513
" " ¢.D.Bervices 30
Library Books 101
Miscellaneous 236
Total 2343

Disinfection of rooms and bedding is
carried out in all caeses of removal of tuberculous patienta.,
Beddinge is slways disinfected in cases of scarlet Iever,
diphiheria, cersebro-spinal fever, ﬂtn s and rooms are treated
whare requested.

Diphtheris Immunisation Scheme.

The fullowing teble shows the number of
children betwoen the asges of 1 and 15 years, irmunised under
tne Council's. Scheme during the yeer:-

dge 1 2 ‘3 4 Bias b r: PWEliaEgWl aaviqrednd 13 14

No. 121 159 124 147 156 159 220 199 209 216 197 268 219 245
| 11 d

|
1 2088
(4278%) (59-5)
L

1]

{51? :)

The addition of 500 children immunised by
privete practitioners gives the following approximate total
parcenteges for the Districti-

1 - 5 years 58
h-15 ° B1.8%

at ogio Bcimens.

The following specimens were suocmitted for
bacteriological examination:-

s 1 - 15 years 73.32%

—=

Pos. Neg. Total
Diphtheria 17 ldg 222
Typhoid & Para-typhoid - 3
Tuberculogis spinel fluid
Cerebro=-spinal fever

& |-
B L.
Bl
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7. YERLIN CONTROL.

Al1 complainte of wermin are investigeted
and a2dvice is given to tenants and landlerds. The fulguwing
spcial visits were made by the Sanitary Inspectors:-

Verminous Premises ... ... 69
Rat Infestations ... ... G5
Fremises treated 55 Eaw 4Z
Roome treated sna wea

Articles specislly treated 16

8. MATERNITY & CHILD WELFARE.

The 1943 totals are followed by the 1942
and 1941 figures for comparison.

Attendances 1943 1942 1941
Ante-TabEl w.e aus Taia TOB 526 471
Foet—-natal .5 vas 5w il 4

Child Welfare Olinic ...J72L1 6418 5155
Totel 8493 6948 5643,

Confinements n it
Council's Scheme... ... 51 A8 &0
Privata & & B LB A " EFE & OB 11 Eg
Fublic Assistance p— ) - R R
Total cases 128 118 104
Total birthal29
Eeald fg ¥
Firset visits Ve " 36& Egﬁ 33‘9
Other visitse TR 1 1 3210 2274
Expectant mothers s 113 201 217
Infant life protection 23 31 g1
Puerperal Pyrexia . 4 ;- il
Ophthalmia Neonatorum... 2l - 10
Re Immunisation ... ... 417 460 ! -
Kiscellaneous ... .....37 93 =
Total 4189 4293 2875

Cod liver oil and fruit juices under the
Nationel Scheme were issued through the 0linic as in 1942.

Two Mid-summer trips to Southport and two
Ohristmes parties for mothers and children were organised
by the Voluntary Committes.

Fewer mothers and children have been referred to
the Lanceshire County Council Clinic owing to the restrictions
ef war conditions.

Kilk,

Rational Dried Milk Scheme 128 pkts. suppleman o
by COourcii.

Proprietary Dried Milk 11,000 pkts. sold. -

(Ostermilk, L,Brand,

Cow & Gate, Trufeod,

Vitasac, Hemolae,

H.0.Food) .

Virol, malt, glucose, vitamin preparations and
suiplementery foods have also been supplied.
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9o IEOLATION HOSPITAL. - patienta admitted to Hospital during 1943,

W'gton|H.H.
Digeeno Hewten|Havdock| Rural | Forces To%el|Deathg
iphtherie . 1o 12 31 i

I|"_':|l

sugpecved diphtheria 17 22
Dipntherie cerriers

deerlet Fever 11§
suspected So, Faver

#iningococcal ¥aning,

Suspeated " -

Tubercul cus ¥

Hepples

Zrysipelac

#hooping Gough
Ohicken Pox
Munpse

Germen Mesales
Pneumaonis
Puerrersl FPyrexis

nie geonatorym

L )T ] ) S
e |
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_—notels B4 B4 -

4 dealing with the above cases the ambulance
trevelled 2371 miles in the year.

10, g:ngLLaxgggg.
General fwbulance, Journeys in 1943 g4
No. patients carried 1364
No. miles in 1943 - Daimler 1487 15 12024
- Humber 10537 )

ad 2L 2

ra

11. BANITARY IVSPECTORS.

The following tables indicate the
nature end number of wisits made, defects roted end remedied,
and netices served:-

Totel number of visits made - 1900,

Anslvsie of vinsis made 1
BhgiIAnEnse — Pousinedoion werw s 1t g2
fAe-inspeotions- Public Hezlth Acts ... 471

-Hﬂuﬂiﬂg‘ -tct aEe Eaw s 3
' Tente, Vans, Bhede. co.’ vin vas wer ens Bg
- . 6

P:;Hﬂﬂ?iﬁﬁ FI Pow #rE EEw Eaw w
Courte, passages

House dreinage . s sea wen wie. 291
hat Infestetionsa K AT TN e L R
F:'.l‘:. Hﬂmﬁli?-g w " @ @ "o - 1

Uitchee, Watercoursges’ R Rl 3

.a;H.i.'l:-._‘!i-i.-li B.I‘.d Eil‘lﬂ #a B BEE @ EA mE 51
Cesspools, Beptio Tanke .., vee vee au. B
Ti"‘_"l‘-] " N T O I T 42
BOBPANE Of ANIMELA ... ioiicesimee eus
Slaunghterhouses eta . eme wmus Bes ses

Eu* \."—‘t-'."-rﬂl Ehn:‘ps -H.nd Ef-ﬂ.llﬂ L [ B | [ B O 11

¥ent :1‘1::!-53601}5.011 " oew e mEe see paw 1
Qther Food Premises and Btalls ... ... 125§
Food Poisoning sea  BEm gaw enE A4e 4
Deiries, Cowsheds, MilkshopB .se ovs 222 33
:-:E':-':c"ri'ﬁﬂ LU L LY L LR ] 5
Vater Bampling ses  ees sas was ese 21

Fﬂﬂﬁ&ﬂrl.‘.gﬂ .ﬁ{!'li- LR ®E 8 ®wa® ®vs ®aw E{;.
Oifensive Accumlations ..s aos 5.0 oo 2
-il:] aﬂcﬁ nf Eﬂtﬂrtaimnt L L L B L ]
sciiaole “na T N e T 12
VErminous Proatlesp «ve ses ssv svh wes 69
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Infectious Disease - Primary Visite ... ... 14d

decdndary Visite... ...

Appointments - Owners S e E‘II
= ContractorB..i sss sea 18
= Offieialn rei  sie baa AB
- Miscellaneous EER s

Ehl’..fpb Aotr smm mEd TR R Ew mwa e e l]—

EE:L'U'EE'E e ' ] II.' [ W W E Bomom 143‘

wl:lf.rh. Hj.fﬂ}ﬂﬂ.-iﬂn ¥ ed SUE. SEa &E§ Ea# R Eoa# T'S:

BE],I{":‘-.-\JI' Eq & & [ BB L3 LRI 3 e w L oW

Bublin OQonvenlonces .aq asas meais scsiers skl ks 2

Licensed Premiges R s e B 1

Lodging Fouse T B L 1

¥iscellaneous - SRR S i e

Complaints zeceived end investigated ... ... 1y2

Benitary Improvementg

Dowmspoute disconneeted from drains ... ... 9
Drainage — Hepairs end improvements ... ... 5
Pisused Ashpita sbolished | ... weiclleusiss e tnl

In the following table of defects specified
in notices and the tablﬂ of notices served, the figures under
colunns "Complied" and "No. of dafects - remedied" includes
complisnce, and remedy of defects-upon notices which were
outssanding et the end of 1942.

gig of Defect ecifie tices.

Gl [ Public Health Act |
Tvpe of Defect ; : Noted |  Remedied |
Ohoked draine 32
Dafactive, insuff. or unsultable dralnage
Defactive sinks
Defactive and/or 4nsufficient waste pipe .
Defaotive water pipe ' insuif. supply
Insufficient water supply
Dafactive water supply oisterns .
Defzctive wash-house :
Defsotive sash cords etc.
Defactive window frames
Defactive externsl cills
Abzence of or insufficient ventilatinn
Defsctive floor paving :
Damp floor paving. ..
Defsctive floor bozrds and undﬂr—timhara
Wallplaster - cdamp . A
~ defective.
= Jamp and. &Efﬁcui?e .
Defsctive brickwork. and pointing of walls
and chimney alacks
Dafagtive roof =nd nz*rnuv ?lash*nﬁa
Defactive ceiling plaster ..
Dsmp ceiling p+=vubl..
Damp =nd de:e:uimf celling PlﬁEtEI -
Defzotive snd/for insurficient. paving and
fT“T“’hH - yards and auunummhe&
Dafective vard walls and hcwuﬁa
Defactive yard getes
Defactive paving and drainsge Qf passages
fective closet - .structurefac.:
- .raofs . e
- cistsrns :
= .basginsg and. jnints
Defactive ceaspools e
Inzanitery asipita. ..
Insanitery disused aahpita

ro
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