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H. M. DAVIES.

MA M.RC.ES . LRECP.D.PFH.

COUNCIL OFFICES,

ASSISTANT COUNTY MEDICAL OFFICER:
DEVOM COUNTY COUNCIL.

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH: KINGSTEIGNTON ROAD,

ASHOURTON U.D.C.

DAWLISH U.D.C. NEWTON ABBOT.

HEWTOMN ACDOT RD.LC.
HEWTON ABDOT U.D.C.

TELEPHONE Wo, 71008

NG ION ASSOT UKBAN DIST-ICT COUMCLL.

Mr, Chairman and Councillors,

o Gam and Gentlemen,

I beg to przsent my Annucl Report for the year 1950.
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Population — 1931 Census s..esecss 0w A AT
Populabion = Mid 1950 wsuieiivinanoiaeise s Ml
Ratecble Value as at 1st. January, 1950 ...£127,467.
Rateable Value as at 31st, December, 1950..85130,858,
Product af 1d, rate (as at 1st, April _ 3

1950 ) s nnni - Sl

VITAL STATISTICS,

BIRTHS.

The fellowing toble shows that the Birth Rate for the
District is still bslow that for Engldénd and Wales as a
whole, It alsc shows & decrease on th-t of previous years,
the figur.& being 15.03 per thousand totul population 195C,
a8 against 17,06 for 1949 and 16.34 for 1948,
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LIVE BIRTHS,

Male. Female, Total.
Legitimate, 122 107 229
Illegitimate, 10 5 13
132 10 242,
Live Birth Rate per 1000 total pupulsation - 15,03
Corresponding rats rfor Englund wnd Wales - 15
STILL BIRTHS.
Male. Female, Total,
Legitimate 2 1 3
Illegitimsate - 1 1
2 2 4,
8till Birth Rate per 1000 totzl EcpuL;Licn = 0.24.
Still Birth Rate per 100C fotal liverand
still births - 16.26,
Still Birth Kutc per 1000 tut.l live and
still births (Englund and Wales) — 2257

o T e
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The death rate for the Urban District continues tao be
higher th:n ths averiuge for Engl.nd ¢nd Wules, this is shown
in the accompunying t:able. During the yecr the average age
ot EiL Lh fI‘U.r_T_ .'-,..1_1 colses Was fDLlnd LA b'!:.'- ?011 ,‘gﬂ'ﬁ’ﬁl‘Eq. T.he
averuge ageé et death for residents in the Urban Districh
shows an incrc¢use on thot of the previcus yeux the figure Tor
1649 being 67.6 yeurs,

Death Rate per 1000 resident pupulation = 1658
Dzath Rate pew 1000 resid-nu populition
England and Wales) - 146,

Infunt Mortality .
(Dezths of Infints und:r One yeur of age).

Mele. Female., Total,
Lu%itim;tu 9 3 &
Illegitimute e v _

6 2 9,
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The Infunt Mortazlity Rate (D«
under Cne yeuar per 1000 live birtl
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thh of Infrnts

Corresponding Ratc for Engl nd and Wales -

It will be

Urban District is above that for the whol:s
AGE AT DEATH.

Male,
Infants under 1 year A
N ; :
1o :
1 =i SR -
Eg - j% 4
33 = 45 3
i = 0 14
D e ) 22
65 - 75 44
75 and over 50
146

Total = 267,

The chief causes cf death were:-—
Male.
Infectious Cases:—
Tubcrculosis (Pulmonary) |
Tuberculcsis (Non—-Pulmonary) -
Poliomyelitis 1
Prieumcnia ?
Influenza 1
Other infective and
parasitic diseases -
Generdl Causes: -
Heart and Blood Vessels 48
Cerebral Haemorrhage 21
Cancer 22
Icukaemia, alecukaemid 1
Bronchitis ®
e/fwd. 107
i—|3|—

scenn that the Infont Mortality Rate for
country.

Female,

e e |

O =

121.

Female.
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The chiefl causes of death were:-—

Male. Female,
b/Twd 107 102
General Causes (contd.).
Cther rugp. diseases - 1
Diabete 1 1
Ulcer nf stomach and
duodeum 3 1
Gastritis, emberitis and
diarrhoca 3 -
Nephritis 5 1
Hyperplasia of prostate 1 -
Pregnanoy, childbirth,
abortion - 1
Congenital malformations 4 1
Other defined and ill-
defined discases 16 11
Accidents — other than motor
vehicle accidents 2 -
Suieide 1 2
146 121
Total = 267.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES,

Disc&ase, Male. Female, Total.
Scarlet Fever — 2 2
Measles 2 1 3
Pneumonisa o 3 Z
Poliomyelitis 8 8 1
Puerperal pyrexia - 1 1
12 15 2374

Total = 27.

ACUTE POLIOWMY:SLITIS.

Mcre cases of Acube Poliomyelitis were notified during
1950 than in any previcus ycar, The first case was nctified
on 11th. August and four more noctificaticns were received by

il
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ACUTE POLIOMYELITIS, (contd.).

the 18th. August, Eleven other cases were repcrted at
irregular intervels from the 2nd, September until the last
case which was repirted cn the 27th. December, 1950.

AGE INGIDENCE,

The A C incidence of the repurted casss8 showed that
Acute Policmyelitis was affccting much older people than
bhan used L be the ocase years ago. The old name of

Infantile Paralysis” is no¢ longer applicable,

In the series of cuses abt Newton Abbot the oldest was
in a2 man of 43 who made a guod recovery, another man of 41
succumbed to the disease. B8ix coses including three from the
Polish Hostel at Stover were reportcd in children under five
years of zge, Three were in respect of children from 5 = 15
years and the remaining seven cases occurred in persons of
15 or more years of age.,

ESIDUAL EFFECTS,

Qf the sixteen cases which cccurred in the District
one proved fatal, onc is likely to have severe residual
paralysis sufficient to prove & severe handicap t¢ the perscn
invclved., Nine are likely to have some residusl paralysis
but not to such an extent thot they will be prevented from
living a life with very little physical restricticn. A
complete recovery was made in five cases,

MODE OF SPREAD.

The mode cof spread of the disecase from person to person
remains 2lmest unknown, In no instant was more thin oneé
member of o family attacked by the disease despite the fact
thot some of the cases cccurred in gquite large familics, In
no ozse, despite very careful investigaticn, were we able
dcfinitely to relate any twe cases t¢ a common source of
infection.

One point which was well shown in our investigations
during the outbreak was that there does appear to be a definite
relationship betwzen the severity of the disease in an
individual and any unusually strenucus activity that that
individual had undergone in the two weeks prior to the onset
of the diseasc,

SWIMWING BATHS.

Swimming baths have from time to time been suspected,
often without any real evidence, as probable sources of

_5..-



| s - 7 P T T I R pa

il dgts AYF

iy

L'Il-
i *



ACUTE FOLIOMYELITIS. (contd.).

SWIMMING BATHS.

infection. VYery careful consideration was given to this
guestion and it was decided that the possible advantages to

be gained from the closing of the bath, in which the water
was constantly being purified and chlorinated, would be more
than outweighed by the children swimming in streams and rivers
which are, 1 regret to say, coften very highly polluted,

The chlorination of the water at the Swinmming Baths was
very considerably increased during the period of the outbreask
not only te hasten the destructicn of any virus which might
have been in the watcr, but also as a deterrent to a prolonged
and exhausting swim.

The co-operation ¢f the Hospital Authoritics and also of
the members of the local Medical and Dental professions was
asked and willingly given in limiting to the barest necessity
those proccedures which might possibly have an adverse effect
on the course of Acute Poliomyelitis in an individual who might
be incubating the discase,

TUBERCULOSIS,

Thirty-thrce cuscs were nobified during the year, twelve
mele and twenty-one female, of which twenty-nine were pulmonary
and four non-pulmonary. Of the thirty-three cases notified
during 195C eight — 3 male and five female —= Were in respech
of residents at the Polish Hostel, Stover, sSiX were pulmonary
En%ltwa non-pulmonary. Detszils are set out in the following

ghle: -

AGE PERIODS: CASES:
Pulmonary. Non-Pulmonary,

M, . F. M. F

Infants under one year - - - -
1 - 5 1 1 1 2
5 f g : g &
190 = e 2 7 = &
25 - 35 2 8 - 1
LS 2 t - -
a5 = 98 - - -
08 o = 2 = =
65 and cver - - s &
11, 18, 9 £

——— — —— —— —— —

Tokal = 33.
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DIPHTHERIA.

No cases of diphtheria have been reported during the
year. It 1s hoped that this very successful result of the
Immunisation campaign will not lead to & state of apathy about
the need for Diphtheria Tmmunisaticn, The need for the
protection of children againsu diphtheria is as great as ever
it was.

NATIONAL AGSISTANCE ACT 1948 ~ Section 47.

In one case of an eldariy person belng in need ol care
and attenticn action had %o be iakcn under Seciion 47 of the
National Assistance Act, 1948.

i, DAVIES.
Medical Officer of Health.

5th. November, 19%5.






ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CHIEF SaANITARY INSPECTCR.

TO THE CHAIRWAN AND MEMBoRS OF THe NeWTON ABBOT URBAN

DISTRICT COUNCIL,

Mr. Chairman and Ccuncillors,

I beg tou submit herewith the Annual Report for
the year ending 31st. December, 1950,

DRAINAGE ,

The Supervisicn of drainage work has been carried out
in respect. ¢f 64 premises during the year., This has
necessitated the carrying cut of 134 drainage tests and
invelving a total of 191 visits,

FACTORIES ACTS 1937 and 1948,

s Inspecticns., No. on Inspec— No. cf Occupiers
Register. ticns., Written Prosecuted
notices,

i .Factaéries in which
Secticns 1,=2,73,4
and 6 are tc be
enforeced by lceal
authority. 53 24 Nil Nil

ii.Factories not ineluded
in (1) in which Sectiun
7 is enforced by locul
anthority. 43 15 1 Nil

iii.0Other premises in which
Secticn 7 is enforced
by local authcority. 2 Nil Nil Nil.
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FACTORIES ACTS 1937 and 1948 (oontd.)

20 Cases in which defects

were Tound. Found Remedied Ref. HRef. Prose-
to by cution,
H.M. H.M.

inspr. Inspr.

MNo. of cascs in which
defects were found.

Weant of clcanlinecss (S1) - - - - =
Overcrowding (s2) - - b = -
Unrcecascnable
temperature (83) - - = = =
Inadeguate ventilaticn
Incffective dralnage
of flcors (s6) - - = i o3
Sanitary convenicnecs(S7)
a) insufficicnt - - - 1 &
b) unsuitable or
defective - - - - =
(e¢) not scparate
for sexcs - - - - =

Other offcnces
(not relating to cutwork)- - - = =

FOOD INSPECTICH,

The Mcdel Byelaws aduplted by the Council in November 1949
arc awaiting the approval of the Ministry of Food,

During the ycar rcutine visits have been paid to premisss
where fucd is prepared and handled for human consumpticn, the
totzl of 182 inspecctivns having been made,

MEAT INSPOCTICN.

The Ministry of Fcod ocntinues tc cecupy the Council's
Abattoir with killing still carried out for 4 uther adjoining
local authorities as well as the urban district, invelving a
populaticn of approximately 60,000.

I am pleased tc again report 1004 inspection of all
animals killed at the Abattoir together with dressed carcases
brought theretc. As will be seen from the following table the

=
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MEAT INSPECTION (contd.)

the number of animals killed
Hatsig)

increase of more
was 15,241,

1t

4
L&

office hours.

perhaps pertinent
.Considerable nunber of hours

E

worked over and

nas increased by over 1,800, an
11% on lust years slaughtering which

to point out this involves a

ahove normel

17,005 animals were killed at the Abattoir during the

year, namely:-

gor
il

s
-~
LR

254

1

= N

, 665

o

Bullocks
Sheep
Calves,
Pigs.

CATTLE |
eXx COWS

r

COWS

CALVES

SHEEP

| PIGS |

NUMBER KILLED:

1,047

2 382

11,624

394

NUMBER INSPECTED:

1,047

2,382

11,624

294

All diseases other

than Tuberculosis

(1) Whole carcases
condemned .

1

16

70

(ii) carcases of
which some part or
orgon was condemned.

420

31

671

10

¢ of animuls inspect
P ts | ili‘fcﬂtud by
discase cther thun
Tubcrculosis.,

41,724

1.97%

6.424

4,.31%

'ubcreulosis only
i) Whole carcsase
condemned.

49

(ii) carcases of
which seme part or
organ was condemned

149

36

% ¢f snimals inspec—
ted affected by
Tubecrculosis.,

0 «8%

18.914 0.33%

.
b

I’

E
16.6% |

3 cases of cysticercus bovis were detected during the year,
cut of a total of 2,665 cattle slaughtered, but fortunately
such cases were not generalised and were submitted to cold

_3..
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MEAT INSPECTICN, (contd.).

Bltorage treatment for a period of three wesks, The € of
incidence was therefore, 0,11%.

ICE CREAM.

. The number of premises producing Ice Cream in this
district has decrcased and production is now carricd on by
2 large scale produccrs meking a Heat Treatced product and one
small scale producer making a complete Cold-Mix Ice Cream.
Frequent visits have been paid to these premiscs and also to
where Ice Cream is sold by retuil and it is pleasing to report
that the conditions arc gencr.lly sutisfactory.

At the end of thé ycar 40 premises wore registercd under
the provisions of the Food znd Drugs act, 1938 relating to the
manufacture .nd salc of Ice Cream, an incrcasc of 8 premises
over last yeur.

45 sampleés wers submitted to the Public Heulth Laboratory
for exumin:tion with the foilowing results:-

1950 % 1949

Grade 1 .= 17 42,54 204
Grade 2 - 12 304 30%
Grade 3 - 9 22.5% 15%
Grade 4 -~ 2 5% H%

5 results were not availéble due to the fact that the
smaples were delayed in trunsit ond arrivéed at the Lsbor . tory
too lat: for examination.

UNSCUND FUCD .,

The zmount of food found to be uniit for human consumption
during the yeuar is as follows:-—

81 Bullook carcuses and offal.
20, Calf ezrceses and oifal,
?[} S]{'j,l;;up parcasces and offal.
3 Pig carcasces and offul,
1'2 Bovine hecads.
Pigs heids.
2,145 Orgins and purts.
1,425 1lhs,. Beel.
9 1lbs, Mutton.
18 tins Milk.
pE tins Mcat.
105 tins Fish.

S






UNSCUND FOOD (contd.)

175 tins Fruit,
2;5 tins Vegetables.
tins Sou
2%3 1bs. Jum?
112 sts. Fish.
16 jars Paste.
176 Crumpets,
6%8 bottles of Sauce.
243 bottles of Mint Sauce.
1 bottle of Qrange Juice,
20 bottles of Salad Cream.
16 jars Grapefruit Juice.
59 tins Norwegian Spread.
1 tin Sandwich Spread.
6 tins Puotum Peperium.
26 1lbs, Sausages,
10C lbs. Triﬁn.
14 lbs. Fish cakes,
8 lbs. Baccn.
% 1b. Cornflour.
1& 1lbs. Vermicelli.
80 lbs. Tea.
18 le, Gr‘..l{.l..:t
2% lhs. Butter.
10 lbs. Goose.
1 tin Apple Pudding.
1 tin Green Olives.
4 tins Gherkins.
2 pkts. Dates.
1 tin Nescafe.
196 pkts. Wheatflakes,
4,208 pkts. Pustry Mixture.
114 Duck Eggs.

I am pleased to report that in no case was it necessary
to formally seize the unsound food, all being voluntarily
surrendered for destruction,

HOUSING.

A further 92 new Council houses have been occupied during
the year, and the number of families still regquiring accommo=
dation at the end of the ycar was 390C.

It is unfortunately still not possiblc under existing
eircumstances to bring obsolct€ houses up to & satisfactory
standard and little can be done other than the execution of
essential, urgent repairs. 379 dwelling houses have been
inspected for defects under the Housing Acts and/or Public
Health act, 1936 involving the total of 624 visits.

_5...






HOUSING, (contd. ).

56 Infermal Netices to remedy defects were served, In
10 cases it was necessary to take statutory action undsr
Section 9 of the Housing Act, 1936 and in addition 4 statutory
notices under the Public Health Act, 1936 were served, 46
dwelling houses were rendercd fit in conscquence of such action,
2 houscs were closed as a result of undertakings under Scction
11 of the Housing Act, 1936, received from the owners.

REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSaL.

A weekly collection of house and trade rofuse has been
maintained and continuing the pelicy of rcplacing old vehicles
one more rear loading moving-floor refuse collection vehiele
has been obtained during the year under reviow,

Refuse Disposal.

Disposal has altcrnuted botween tipping sites adjodning
the Torguay Road and st the rear of Forde Road. In both cases
controlled tipping being carricd out.

SALVAGE,

It is pleasing to report thut therc has been an inerease
in the quantity of wastc matcerials disposcd of and also that
there huas been a slight inercasc in the priccs paid for such
materials.

Detzils of salvage disposcd of during the year 1s as
follows: -

90 tons of Waste Paper at approximutsly £395. 0. C.
42 cwts. of Rags at approximately Gy 2000

e e —

Total Value £401. 2. O,
157 tons of Kitchcn Waste.

RODENT CONTROL.

The functions of the Councdl h:ve continued to be carried
out by the cmployment of ont cmployc<e on the work of baiting
snd poisoning purt timc only, and the methods cmployed are
thosec recommended by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries
with satisfactory results,

In this conncction 40 promiscs were dealt with invelving
240 visits, 6
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RODENT CONTHOL. (contd.).

sewer treatment was completed in May and December with
indications that the infestution of s=wers in the district
is not heavy. There is no doubt thit the continusnce of these
rectments does hive an effect onn the number of c.ses of serious
infestation.

STAFF .
There are no changes im the Staff to report for this
year, and I again wish to record my thanks to Mr. Rodgers,

Additional Sanitary Inspector, and to Miss Davies for the
able manner in which they have carried out their duties,

In conclusion may 1 thank the members of the Council
for their considsration and support and also express my thanks
to colleagues for the coopceraticn reccived during the year,

I am,
Your obedient servant,

C.E. PETHICK, F.5.1.A.

Chief Sanitary Inspector.
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