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NEWION ABBOT URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.

ANNUAL, REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH -~ 1949,
MR. CHATRMAN AND COUNCILLORS,

I beg to submit my Annuasl Report for the year 1949,
STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE ARBA.

FERBE N AT S ONe B ) e e 4,132,
Eopiiletion ~ 193] Ueneie ... .cucsisaisssniinny 15. ulJ
PDFUlutlDﬂ - hild. 19""‘9 TR R R R RN 150880'
Number of Inhabited Houges ...sissassbssnsrens 4,521,

Rateable Value as at lst, Jan, 1949 i..evee... 8123 ,219,
Rateable Value as at 31lst Dec, 1949 ....er.... £127 177,
Product of a 1ld. rate (as at lst April

19‘”‘9)'!‘!!".!!-.. 55':]1 » 16,

VITAL STATISTICS.,

BIRTHS 3

The following table shows that the Birth Rate for the
District is slightly below that for Zngland and Wales as a

whole, Also on increase on the po st two years, the figures
being 17.06 for 1949, 16,34 for 1948 and 17.39 for 1947,

LIVE BIATHS: MATE s FEMALE 3 TOTAL
Legitimate. 124 126 250
I1legitimate, i 10 21

1355 M . 2y
Live Birth Rate per 1,000 total population 17.06
Corresponding Rate for Englond and Woles 16,70
STILL, BIRTHS: ALK ¢ FEMALE TOTAL ¢
Legitimate, 2 2 ot
11legitimate. - ol A
2 2 4

Still Birth Rote per 1,000 births (live and

= e 1 14,54
Still Birth Rate per 1,000 births (live and
(England ond Wales) gtill ) 22,6
Still Birth Rate per 1,000 population. 0.25
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VITAL STATISTICS.

DEATHS: MATLE FRMATE ¢ TOTAL:
122 122 244
Death Hote per 1.000
~ population, 15.3%6
Death Rote (England and Wales)
per 1.000 population, 1170
AGE AT DEATH: MALE s FEMALE TOTAL:
Infants under 1 ye 5 4 7
L - L P 1 i)
B 1L 1% 2
L - 1 1
e L 2 2 2
D3 w45 & i 5
35 - 55 7 D L
1 R T . 29 9 58
65 = 5 4% 30 &)
75 and over %0 68 93
122 122 2
JAT SRNAL MORTALITY: (Childbirth) 1 = o rate of 3%.63 per
1.000 totzl births.
DIFANTILE MORTALITY MATE FEMALS TOTAL:
Legitimate, % 4 7
Illegitimecte. - - -
g ek 7
The Infontile Mortality Rate (i.c. Denths of
Infonts under one year) per 1,000 live bwirths. 25,83%
Corresponding Rate for wngland and Wales. 32,00

Tha Infantile Mortality rote for this district comporcs
foavourably with the figure for Inglond cnd Walss but is o
1ittle higher than 1nst year when “the figure was 18.1.

Notural Increase of population (excess of Births over
D aths ) = 25

Average cge ot Degth = 67.6 yoars,
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Couses of Death in 1949, ~s supplied by the Registrar

g Genernl. THEREE TN Lh b
-I:-L-ll huﬂuﬂ L I L - ¥ ¥ [ I e L L 122 'EE'
Infectious Couses:
Pulmonary Tuberculosis il s o 5 -
Other Tubcreulosis e ber dne bae = =
Influﬁnzn LI | L -8 p . oa e T I L e E
gnﬂumonlﬂ . ¥ ® @ w CE " w» T [ 5 15
I'.:iLE':_'lE‘_!l'lE:l'!;lS . rw . w ‘N .8 L . E 0w l L

* il

-‘JhOOPiﬂ’; Gﬂu:h ok P 8w e .

Other Couscss

Heart and Blood Vessels ... s T 0 51
Giﬂf@br-ﬁl }.{".Cﬁorf}l_;ga e oa e e e w 1"!"" 21
Gx.'.ﬂr::er FRC e @ - . w L L . 25 15
f}I‘DilChlﬁlE & n oW PR - s ® s a . w *aa ? 2
Nephritis T S Sl s P e e 2
Suicide G R S S SR e 1 2
Dl'\-'\-h-\l'\-'H'ES ® % @ - *F p - & @ " & # L B L l l
Ul':.- rﬂ' & 8 & @ & & W - W L 2 2
Congenital :TlForﬁ tlon e bl e e : B o
ll‘dmmtull jlrth @ @ @ - @ g @ 5 @ T I L I | T l
u‘-ﬂ-lld :':S'j..l1th ] R - " @ * 0 - W e o 1
_'urlﬂ-lul"lt 'JU_‘J,E . e w P .o e w .o e 1 e
Digegstive Disecses ,.. e e s 5 1
ia.ppc:ndicitis - i
Asthmn S .ol s Sk shk maw it 1
d..-.ll Dth =T iy C'H‘..l? = 5w 8@ 6 b LY 8w :[-l;:'.F 15

INFeCTIOUS DISEASES:

woln o foirly satisfactory yeor can be reported under
this h;iding.

DISEASE: CASES 3 SENT TO HOSPITAL: DIATHS:

llenengitis,

Scarlet Fever.
Whooping Cough. 2

Pnhumoniu.
Erysipelas

1,_H1'1I"1r__. "

Acute lnterior
Poliomyelitis
ud““lpﬂ.

Poaratyphoid Fever,
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INFECTIOUS DISE/SES:

SCARTET FEVER: - The ages of the paticnts were s-
8, 6, 4 and 1% yeors,

MALARIL: = These cases were reported from the Stover
Poark Hostel for Polish Displaced Persons,

ACUTE ANTERIOUR POLIOMYELITIS: = I am glad to report
thot there was one case only this year,
2 boy aged 15 yeors resident at 14, llount
Pleasant Road, Wewton ibbot.

TUBZRCULOS3IS: - One hundred and three cases were notificd
during the yecar, 87 Meles and 16 Femeles
of which 100 were Pulmonary cases ond 3
non=-Pulmonory. Of these 103 caszs 92
notifications were in respect of persons
transferred to the Stover Park Hostel for
Polish Displaced Pcrsons, The detoils
ere set out in the following toble i-

1GHE PRERIODS ¢ NEW C.355: DELTHS 8

Pulmonary, Non-— Pulmonory. Ilon-

1monary.,.
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WATER SUPPLY:

The water supply in the Urban District is obtained
[rom the Hennock (Treated Water) Reservoir of the Torquay
Uorporation, and a copy of the result of a sample taken on
the 21st of February 1949 is as follows :-

Semple 21.2.49. Hennock (Treated Water.)

BACTERIOLOGICAL RESULTS.

(Sampling bottles are treated to remove residual chlorine
if this is present at the time of sampling, )

Number of Bacteria
growing on Agar per c.c. )1 day at 37°C. 2 days at 379C, 3 at 20.

a1 .T!L‘lo iIl ) 'R O! O* 0'
Presumptive Coliform Reaction Present in -, Absent from 100 ul
Bact. Coli s et e Present in -, Absent from 100 ul
Cl, welchii Heaction . S Present in ~, Absent from 100 ml

This sample is clear and bright in appearance and of the
highest standard of bacterial purity.

These raesults are consistent with a wholesome water
le for public supply purposes.

THOMAS BROWN, M.D., D.P.H.,

Medical Officer of Health.







ANNUAL REFPORT OF THE CHIEF SAVITARY INSPECTOR.

TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE NEWTON ABBOT URBAN

DISTRICT COUNCIL.

MR, CHAIRMAN AND COUNC 'LLUHD,

1 beg to submit herewith the Annual Report for
the year ending 31st December 1949,

DRAINAGE

In connection with additions and alterations to existing
premises 107 visits have been paid and 44 tests carried ouf in
relation to drainage works and the installation of sanitary
fittings,

FACTORIES ACTS 1937 and 1948:

1% Inspections: Ho, on Inspec= Hc. of Occupiers
Register tions written Frosccutbtcd,
: notices

i, Factories in which
Sections 1,2,3,4 and
& are te be enforced .
by local authority. 54 17 2 il

1i, Factories not included
in (i) in which Section
7 1s enforced by local ;
authority. L 12 il Nil

iii, Other premises in
which Section ¥ is
enforced by local
authority. 2 il Nil Nil
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FACTORIES ACTS 19%7 and 1948 contd,

2, Cases in which defects were Found HRemedied Ref: Ref: Prcse-
found: to by eccution
HaoMe | MM

Inspr.Inspr,

Not of cases in which defects

were round 3 r
Want of cleanliness (S 1) - - - - -
Overcrowding (8 2) - - = = "
Unreasonable temperature
(8 3) 1 L = = o
Inadeguate wventilation
(S 4) 3 ! - - -
Ineffective drainage of
floors (S 6) - - - - -
Sanitary conveniences(S 7)
Ea) insufficient - - - - -
b) unsuitable or
dafective - z b 3 e
(ec) not separate for
Other offences
(not relatine to outwork) - - - - -
FOOD INSPECTION:
1949 has secn a quickening of the interest shown by the
general public in the manner in which food is handled and in
November 1949, your Council decided to odopt the lModel Byelaws

‘drawn up by the liinistry of Food.

Periodical visits are paid to premises in which food is
stored, prepared and handled for human consumption, and in this
connection 168 inspections have been made,

Meat Inspecticn:

The Council's Abattoir continues to be cccupicd by the
Ministry of Food and killing is carried out for a district mwoverad
by five local authorities with 2 tTotal population of approximataly
650,000,

Inspection of animals killed ig 100% ond it will be apprec-
iated that this entcils a considerable zmount of work being
corrie@ out by this Department, also o heavy responsibility in the
inspection of meat for such a large ares,

s [N
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Meat Inspection contd:

15,241 Animals were killed at the Abattoir during the
year, that is t=-
2,493 Bullocks,
10, 58? ahe R
l 1 QEE c ll‘r'u!h:' o
329 Pigs.
CATTLE | |
ex COW3 COwWS | CALVES 1I5P Sl
110: KILLED. 1,360 1,043 1,928 |10,587 %0
NO: INSPECTED. 1,360 1,043 1,922 0,587 | 329 |
_...,...1_ mias
411l disenses other ' i !
than Tuberculosis | i ;
(i) Whole carcoses E : !
condemned. 1 22 19 Z : ?
e e _|
ﬁii) carcases of ; |
vhich some port or : |
lorgan woas condemned | 304 620 3] 793 E 17
% of -~nimals inspec- | i
ed affected by '
isease other than | : |
[Tuberculosis, 5 29,%3% 61.55% 2,60% | 7.8%% 5 77
| s e |
“ub;rcu1051ﬂ only | i
(1 Whole carcase ?
J cond emnad 1 4 B 3] - r 2
{ii) coreases of | !
wwhich some poart or
©orgon was condemned 8% 174 4 - t 2
: ot | T
% of cnimals inspec- ! :
ted affected by ;
Tuberculosis. 6., 39% 21,57% 0,52% - 16 Bl
i E
- |
H il

Five cases of cysticercus bovis were detected duriag the

year, out

of a total of 2,403 animnls sloughtered, but fortunately

such cases were not generrllsed and were submitted to cold storage

treatment for a period of three weeks,

therefore 0.21%.

The % of incidence was,
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FOOD INSPECTION: contd:

Milks

In October 1949, the functions of local authorities
in relation to the production of milk, were transferred to
the Ministry cf Agriculture and Fisheries, lacal suthoritics
continuing to deal with the distribution side of the industIy.
During the year 15 visits were paid to dairy premises,

Ice Cream:

The production and sale of Ice Cresm continues Go
be covered by the provisions of the Ice Cream (Heat Treatment )
Regulations 1947, and freguent visits have been paid to
premises where Ice Cream has been produced.

At the end of the year 32 premises were registerct
under the provisions of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938 relabting
+o the manufacture and sale of Ice Cream and c% this number
5 were in respect of premises where Tce Cream is manufacturcd.

No legal standord has been preseribed for Ice Cream
but exominntion is carried out by the Methylene Blue Test.

20 scmples were submitted to the Public Health
Laboratory for examinotion with the following results &=

Grade 1 - i
Grade 2 - 6
Grade 3 - o
Grade 4 = 7

% of these results of exominntion cannot be considcred
vnlid owing to the unusually hot weather during that pericd =
1 being Grade 2 and 2 being Grode 4,

Unscund Foed:

The amount of food found to be unfit for human conswip-
tion during the year is as follews :-

94 Bullock carcases and offal.
27 (Calf corecases and offal.
4ly Shecp cureascs and offal,
177 Bullocks Heads.
18 Pigs Hends,
2,708 Organs -nd Parts.
5,139 1hs Beef,.

e






FOOD INSPECTION: contd:

Unsound Food contd:

438 +tins Milk.
146 +tins Ment,
8l +ins Prnit.
352 +tins Veg=tables,
11 +ins Soup.
103 +ins Preserves,
65 Jjors of Pickle and Souca,
226 tins Fish,
3459 stone Fish,
117 pkts, Various Cereals,
25 Bottles Salad Creom,
500 1bs, Szlad Creom,
28 1bs Dried Fruit,
1,364 1bs, Uranges,
182 Fowls,
23%% 1bs. Butter.
87% lbs, Cheuse,
120 pits. Cheese,
6%}z 1lbs, Tripe,
22 1bs, Swcebts,
2 cwbt, Sugar.

I am plcased to report that in no cnse was it necessary
to formally scize the unsound food, 2ll being weoluntorily
surrendered for destruction.

HOUSING:

The work of housing fnalling on this Department comes under
two headings, namely, re~housing families, and the repairing
and/ur improvement of properties,

During the year 56 new Council houses hove been occupied
but this deoes not oppear to have nade much impression on the
size of the list of thouse families still requiring accomnmodaticn,
which ot the ¢nd of the yeor amounted to 551 zapplications,

The inprovement of oxisting conditions presents a difficult
problen, A nunber of houses in the town are below present
doy stondards, but there is 1little scope for carrying cutb
other than essential repoirs on account of bullding costs,

In 2 nmumber of cases denolition of the property is the only
satisfactory solution, but this, of course, is _ impracticable
on account of the large nunmber of fonilies whu are having to
share living occommodation with other families,
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HOUSING contd:

In July, the Housing Act, 1949 became operative, Undecr
this Act all houses are brought within the provisions of the
Houging Act, 1936 relating to r« cpair, demolition and closing
of 1n34n1tﬁry prenises, the prov1;c rugfr11q~ houses "being
occupied or suitable for cccupation by nenmbers of the working
class" having now disappeared, Provision is zlso nade for
finaneial assistonce towards the improwvenent of hous 1ub
acccnmodation,

It connot be sald that there is any sense of satisfaetioa
felt with the result of work corried out in this sphere,

386 dwelling houses have becn inspected during the ye~r
for defects under the Housing Acts, or Public Health Act
involving 608 visits,

54 Infornzl Notices to rblbdj defects were served, i
0 cases Statubory Notices under Section 9 of the Housing Ac
19%6. were served requiring repairs. In 16 cases StﬂtuLQIJ
Notlices under the Publiec Health Act, 1936 were served, 43
dwelling houses were rendered fit in conscquence of such
action,

ll’ pa

RiFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL:

A weckly collection of house and trade refuse haa becn
maint'1ﬂ=d and under oxXisting conditions regarding the
availability of stoff and lcobour costs, on inprovenent in
these services was not possible without increased expenditurc,

Refuse Disposal:

_In February tipping on land adjoining the pumping station
in Forde Road wns completed, It was in Novenber 1941 that
tipping cormenced on this land known as Triggs Meadow, and
raising the level of the land and filling—in of the old
dis-used sewcrage tank and surrcunding area, hos provided
tipping fﬁCllltlcs for seven years and nade available a
useful site in lieu of ground which was frequently wabor—
logged.,

Also in Fevruary tipping wos commenced ot Torquoy Road
near Penn Inm, a project which wns the couse of sone nis—
giving anongst nenbers of the public as to any nuisonce
whiech might'ﬁrise, In spite however, of tipping within n
few feet of the main road, thonks to the cooperation of the
Staff on Refuss Collsction ond Disposal, the work was carricd
out with nc nuisance arising.

) i






REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL contd:

Refuse Disposgal:

Refuse wns tipped to form o ramp from rond level
tc the lower level tc which land betweon Torquay Road ond
the Railwny Eobanknent is proposed to be raised,

In June tipping operatiocns were transferred to 2
field at the rear of Ferde Road and cuﬁtlnu 2d on this site
until October when o return was node tc the Penn Inn site,

TedAm Road Depot:

I an pleased that the end of the year saw tha
conpletion of the work of providing reoscunable washing
and sanitary focilities for the staff who are engaged on
the Collection and Disposal of Refuse,

Salvoge:

The yeor hos proved extrenely difficult from the
gelvage polnt of view,

In Merch difficulty was hxp,ri;nc;d in disposing cf
stocks ¢f baled paper. These conditions continued until
June when the positicn T“E such that the Board of Trade
anncunced that it had been decided o remcve the direction
nrfb under the Defence (Gcngrﬂl) Regulaticns 1939 requiring

crpulsory solvoge operations, By this tinme stocks held
Dy the Council ancunted to cpproxinctely %5 tons and the
pcsition was ropidly approaching when ne further atoroge
space was available,

It was however, fcund p“ﬂﬂlblu to dispese of snall
guantities, at wvery mmch reduced prices, and the clb“runcu
offectod wns sufficient to enable n modified selvage collecticn
schere to be continued, ond by -the end of the year it was
po 8sible to clear stocks of baled paper within a2 reasonable

-,

tine,
Details ¢f salvoge disposed of ore as fellows:—

57% tons of Viaste Paper at opproxinately £ 337. 0. 0,
1% tons of Rags at approxinately LA R & U ¢
144 tons of Kitchen Waste, :






RODENT CONTROT

The functicns of the Ccuneil under this heading necess-
itated the part tinme services of one eng
baiting and pcisoning,

Fal

loyee cn the werk of

The nethods recg¢mmended by the Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries contimme to be adopted in this werk with
satisfactory reocults,

In this ccnnection 18 prenises were dealt with involving
48 wvisits,

Treatnent of the sewerage systen for rat destructicn
was carried cut in May and Novenber.

The results of such tresatnent indicate that the
infestation of sewers is not heavy but it does alsc prove the
necessity for pericdiezl treatnents,

This work ond acticn in regard to surface infestation
proves effective in keeping the number cf rats in the district
tc a snzll preportion of the nunber present in the towa prior
to o systenatic contrul belng cerried cutb.

STARF g

During the yezr there has been a change in the clerical
staff, Mr, Gilpin resigning and the post being filled by Miss
Davies in Februery 1949,

I wish to rccord ry thanks te Mr, Rodgers, Additienal

sanitary Inspector, and to Miss Davies for their cocperaticn
and the nomner in which they have carried out their duties.

In coneclusicn I wish to record oy thanks to the nembers
of the Council for the suppert and ccusideraticn extended to
ne and to thank oy colleagues for the cocperation glven GC ne
during the year,

L o,
Ycur obedient servant,
C. B. PEPHICK, MeSeIlods,

Ohief Sazitary Inspector.
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