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NIWTON ABBOT URBAN DISTRICT GOUNCIT..

ANNUAL R3IPORT OF THR
MZDICAL OFFIC3IR OF HEALTH
i 1041

To the Chairman and ¥embers of the
Newten Abbot Urban District Council.

This report, the third of the war
period, is drawn up in accordance with
instructions contained in a Ministry of
Health Circular dated 24th March, 1942,
which directs that it shell be on much
the same lines as the two previous wartime
reports and confined to essential matters
affecting oublic health and in particular
those arising out of the war.

INFECTIOUS NOTIPIABLE DISTASIS.

The Diphtheria epidemic of which in
40 there were 40 cases, continued
warouchout 1941 and finally csased in the
“irst week of Decamber
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The number of cases (66) is frar
beyond anything previously recorded.

The Scarlet Tever -outbreak assumed
epidemic proportions in May and continued
till the end of the year.

Though of a mild type it caused
great inconvenience and the expenditure
of much time and money.

The 300 notified cases of measles was
a small part of the epidemic of this"
dissasge which occuresd throunghout the
country. In this District it ceased at
the end of April. v o |
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Uader present condiftioks it is
practically impossisis to-excircise any
effective control over “he sprcead of
infzctious.disease and if only for this
reason it will te a gcod thing when the
child population rzturns to normal
.proportions.
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DISEASE . CASES HOSPITAL'DEATHS..
Diphtheria 56 i § 4
Scarlet. Fever. . 57 50 0
Pnewnonia - 7 4. 1
Arysipelas s 8 0 0
Cerebro-spinal Wewver 1 LiE) 1
Puerpexral pyrexia 1 1 0
Paratyphoid B. 1 1 0
Mzasles 300 0 0
Whooping Cough 26 0 1
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TMMUNISATION AGAINST DIPHTHZRIA.

The prevalence of this discase and

- the wireless broadcasts of the Ministry of
.Hecalth offering free treatment to

children of school age and under orovided
the necessary mtimulus to tha parants

" ‘and imrunisation commenced in January.

The London County Council children, whom,
it might have bezen expected, would have
been done before they left London, also
came Torwarc in large numbars.

Of those who on July 3lst<, had
comp.ztad the course of two doses each:-




Devon children under 5- 290 or 59%
o . 0f the possible.
Devaon childran cyer 5 .and under 12 -
1010 ur 84% of the vossible.
dvaeveds dndsr & - 35 or 17% of the
Evacuees wver S and under 12 - 1084
or 80% of the vossible.

The process started again in December
when about 150 more were done and still
continues at fortnightly intervals at the
School Clinic. -It ‘is hoved that the
parents of any children who have not
yet been protected will avail themselves
of this very beneficial service.

TUBERCULOSIS.

War conditions appear to have had
little if any effect on the incidence
of this disease.

Nuncer of cases notified-Male 10
Temale 4 Totall4d .

Number. of déaths-Mule 9", TemaleB:,

Bl o £ R e .
Number of Tubercular persons resident
in the District at the end of the year
(not counting evacuees)-Male94 .,
Female 71, Total 165, ; -

This is a decrease of one on the
yYear before.

ZHi ZVACUZES are still with us and have
b3sha reinforced by others from Bristal
ard Plymouth vut owing to the almost
complete cessation of bombing raids the
nunbers have dropped considerably.

At the end of 1940 the evacuated vobula—
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tion was about 4,000, on December 3lst
lass 1t was rather less than half that
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The children of course ehjoy the
sam2 arenities and -social sarvices-as
vhe local children and Madical Inspection

ras shown that their hsealth ‘and gencral
phvsical condition iB8 of a high standard.

THZ HOSTZIS.

_ The two hostels for unbilletable
children in Naswton 4Abhet and Blshop-
steignton,maintained jointly by tho
two Councils, have functioned smothly
and effectively throughout the year.
The average number in the two hosteis
is about 50

TES SICK BAY HOSTEL in Forde Park, for
convagious skin diseases, also Serves
the two Districts and latterly has
admitted a good many casazs from
Teignmouth and Dawlish. It has 30.
beds ;-

In patients admitted during the year 229.
Comprising, Scabies 179, Imvetigo 33,

: other conditions 17.
Outpatients admitted during the ysar 76.
Comprising, Scabiee 73, Impetico 3. -

Thase three institﬁtinns are
frequently visited.

CI¥ANS ING STATION.

This institvticn,set:uv at the
instigation of the Ministry cf Health,
tor dealing with lice - dnfasted ehilidren,
chiefly unaccomvanisd evacuees, has been
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waTY Tvifﬁi-fu” a boon to those foster
B thre2 with largs families of their owne

: g
Irst q'had.xz*q tha necessary equipment
t theé 8chool Clinic in August, by the
end of thes yesar it had dealt with 142

SCHOQ;*CTIHIC
Crawdad throughout th2 year.
Altoghther 7409 childran weras treated,
an average of 77 par session, more than
two thirds of whom wara avacuses. This

larzgzs nmuenber needad a larse staft? to
deal w1‘P it, most of them veluntary
,.-.-j'l'"k-"-‘j_}"" ana to0 1.."']'._.5'1 wWa t&‘ld:“ (4D hay
grateful thanks for doing what is feor
the most part a very unpleasant jou of
work,

INFANT WILFARE C3INTT3I.

Averagz weekly attendance:-
Devon Mothers 22, Infants 18,Toddlers 9.
Jvacuce M 20 " 16 8 G

As regards other Public Y=2a2lth work
therc is little to record but it is 2
worthy of ncte that the naw Slaughter
House after much difficulty and delay in
dbtaining the necaessary material and
equipment was finally oompletad in
Auzuet. It is now the eentral and only
Elauﬂhter house in the District and
during thz year dpsalt with 25007 animals

Of the routine insvecticns of pra
war timas not vary much could be done,
the imposition of such duties as Salvaga,
supsrvision of Tracuces, Civil lefence,
Avh,Ps and 811 that thsy imply lzaving
1ittla time for an;t‘*nx alese, Wa
vanturs to %nnﬂ tkat it will net be




very:long before all such ynprofitabls
occupations will bz of tho vpast, gore
“and_aﬂ far as pos sibla ’o*gott*n

e o VITAL STATISTICS.
L Pnpulation Zmid yaarf 17 , 970,
Live hi“t‘lﬁ_ b .Ei ’l Tﬂtﬂ-lt
Lf—*;g;l‘:;:rm.r:ﬂ.‘.eu-H 108 86 194) Birth rate
Illegitimata 8 8 16112 per 1,000

Average birth rate for last 10 years 11 2
Ingland and Wales birth rate (1941) 14.2

Still births.

Tecitimate 5 4 0)Rate of 41
Illezitimate - - -)per 1000 bths
Duaths 101 12? 228 Rate ﬂf i |
: : per 1,000

Anglan&-and wales death rate 12.9

“1ter“ﬁﬁruartalitv Hil- ey

nfantile lTortalit 651.8

P 9 13 rate of &&x2

% per 1,000 live births.
Inglamkelgnd wales rate 59.

W.H. SCOTT.

Medical Officer of Health.



