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H. M. DAVIES.

MLA MRC.E, LA CP.D.P.M.

ASSISTANT COUNTY MEDICAL OFFICER: EG U N c I L D F F I C E E L]
DEVON COUNTY COUMNCIL.
MEDRICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH KINGSTEIGNTON ROCAD,
ASHBURTON U.B.C.
NEOGH AERT B NEWTON ABBOT,

NEATON ABDOT W.0.C.

TELEPMONE No. Ti38

NE#TOw ABBUT RUral DISTRICT COUNCIL

ANNUAL RePUunT - 1951,

Mr., Chairman and Councillors,

Madam and Gentlemen,

I present herewith wy Annuzl heport for the year
ending, the 318t. December, 1951. The general health ¢of the
couimunity remains satisiactory and the vital statbistics
compare favourzbly with those for th: Administrative County
of Devon and «ith those fcr England znd Viales &s a whole.
In particular I would draw your attention to the Infant and
Neo-Natsl Mort«.lity hates on pase five., These rates are
extremely low in this Rural District and are taken by many
authorities as the best indicuation of the sanitaiy state of
an Area.

There was a consid:sr.ble inerease in the number of gases of
Infectious Dlsedses reported during the year, This is
mainly due tc a severe epldemic of Measles, It is
characteristic of Messles to occur in epidemic form in
alternute years, the 1951 outbreak was not unexpected.
The fifteen cuses of Food Poisoning occurred in a Boarding
School in the District. Extensive investigations of food-
stuffs used at the School faiied to reveal tne source of the
infection.

It is many years since & casSe of Diphtheria was
reported., The need for imwuwnisution agalnst Diphtheria
ersists and it is as essential as ever if tnis Infecticus
Disease is to be kept in check.

A comprehensive survey ol the varicus water sugpplies
was made duling the year and was the subject of & scparate
reportts AsS gz result of this someé of ths measures which






your Surveyor and I recomnended to the Council have been
undertaken. Much remains t¢ be done and with the present
shortege of finance and technic.l staff the completion of
these works may well be prolonged. The most inportant factor
in meintuining a water supply in ¢ high stute of purity for
3%; daye in the yesr is supervisicon. “Thig supervision must
be given consclientiously and c.re of the uni-srlskings
supplying small hamlets t:akes as much time and trouble as do
those supplying the larger districts. As and when further
wabter supplies are made avuilable to diffcrent parishes in
this Rural Distriet I will, where possible, recommend that
these supplies should 'be obtalned Irom one or other of ths
major. trunk moins which traverse the Burval District, ruather
than that small loc:zl supplics should be sed.

On three occusions unpasteurised miik sold in this
ares was found te be infeeted with bovine tuberculosis,
Immediete action was taken Lo see that all milk from the
infected source was heat treated before being sold. The
infected calbtle were isolated and destroyed. Bovine
tuberculosis is a disease that csn be eradicated from the
country by the elimination of infected ccws from the milk
producing herds. This elimination will take some years to
complete but all practical steps shculd be taken immediately
to encocurage this end. As an additlonal and alternative
safeguard one cannot recomme®d too strongliy the consumption
of pesteurised milk especially in the case of young children.
Properly pasteurised milk may be regarded gs quite safe from
all the milk bourne diseuses.

In one GHSL action had to be tLaken to effect the removal

of & person 'in need of care and abttention' This 18 Llwéys
o most distressing work bul with Uhe ageing prjpu_l“_tan an

with the freedom of legul obligatiocn on the children of these
aged people, cuses are liable to become more frecuent.

The conditicn of meny of the clder nouses in the District
continues to deteriorute. There are very many houses in this -
Arca in which the rent is 6/« per week and less - even us
‘little as 2/- per week. Thess rents ure guite uneconomic
and the result &s that the cnly works done on these properties
is emergency potchwork snd the usull maintienance works for
the presefvaticn of the housce are negiscuved. The result:
an increase in the numbers of houses which are not capable

of being made fit for habitation at a +$Anﬁquble eXpense.
This in turn leads to increased demands for Council houses,

I did recommend to your Ccuncail Lo take this matter up with
the Rural District Councils Assccisticn, this was dcne at the
time of the last Parliamentary Elczction. 1t would seem common
sense to preserve these older houses, gpparently it is
Politics: these two are different.

180y - T
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In the statistical parts of this report it will be ncted
that the Birth and Death rates are calculsted as 'Crude' and
alsc as 'Corrected'.

The 'Crude' rate represents the actual figure as cbtain-
ed by arithmetical pruportivn.

The 'Corrected' or 'Standardiscd' ratce takes into
acccunt the difference in the distributicvn of the age groups
and the propoertiovn of the sexes in the Newton Abbot Rural
District as coumpared with the rest ¢f the Ccuntry. The
figure thus cbtained gives a truer comparisicn between the
state ¢f affairs in this Ruril District as coumpared with the
larger units ¢f populaticn.

I shculd like te¢ thans the Chairman, Councillirs, and
all members of the staff for the help and co-operztion
received during the year.

I have the hcnuar to be,
Ycur cbedient Servant,

: ;af;lg:jf.:ﬂ_ | P T

Medical Officer of Health.
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STATISTICS AND SOCIaL CONDITICNS OF THE ARCA,

N S ERERE Y R e e e e 92,650
ROt ARG M = V051 s simeassissiiies s o 25,570
Population 1951 Census «.w.uvsisievs i R 25,795
Bateable Vaule as at 1st. January, 1951 ...... £. 140,836

Rateable Value as at 3i1st., December, 1951 .... £. 143,044

Product of 1d. rate (as at 1st. April, 1951) . &£. 566

VITAL STATISTICS.

LIVE BIRTHS.

Malc. Female. Total.
Legitimate 185 150 Eiki
Illegitimate §1 5 16.

196. 155, 35l .

—— e e ——— e = e

Crude Live Birth rate per 10L0 total population,,,. = 13.73
Corrected Live Birth rate per 1000 total population = 15.10
Crude Live Birth rate per 100CC total population
administrative County of Devon ......e.e... — 13.46
Corrected Live Birth rate per 1000 total population
Administrative County of LCevon ........... — 14.81
Live Birth rate per 1000 total populatiocn England
and Wales ...... = 15.5.

STILL BIRTHS.

Male. Female. Total,
Legitimate 3 2 5
Iilegitimate - 1 1
3 3 6

e ——— -

5till Birth rate per 1000 total population.,...... - 0.23
Still:Birth rate per 1000 total livs and-ctil) births—-16.81
Still Birth rate per 100C total live and still

births England and Wales .....c.eeoses el @@Ll
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DEATHS .

During the year the average age at death, from all
causes, was found to be 68.92 years, this figure shows a
slight increase on that of 1950 which was 67.9 years.

Male. Female. Total.
191 202 393.

Crude Death rate per 1000 total population - 15
Corrected Death rate per 100U total population - 1
Crude Death rate per 100 total populaticn
Administrative County of Devon - 15,45,
Corrected Death rate per 10CC total po ulation
Administrative County of Devon - 11.74
Death rate per 1000 total population England and
Wales - 12.5

i
-

g L

¥ |

Infant Mortality.
(Death of Infants under One year of age)

Male, Femsale., Total.
Legitimate 4 2 6
Illegitimate - - =

Infant Mortality rate (Death of InTants under One
year) per 1000 related live births -
Infant Mortality rate Administrative County of Devon

09
1
Corresponding rate England and Wales ..s..vicsnsacess =

17
2]
29

(I}

Neo=Natal lMortality.
(Death c¢f Infanls under Four weeks of age)

Male. Female. Total.
Legitimate = 1 3
Lllegitimate - - =

Neo-Natal Mortality rate (Deabth of Infants under Four
weeks) per 1000 related live births ........ = 8.55
Neo~Natal Mortality rate Administrative County of
DEVDH s & ® e 19,43#
Corresponding rate BEngland and Wale8 .....:sss.0:0. = 1B.B,

Maternal Mortality.

One maternal death occurred during the past year in
this Rural Distriect. Six maternsal deaths occurred in the
Administrative County of Devon.

_5_
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Maternal Mortality rate (Maternal deaths per 10uU
Live Births) =
Corresponding rate Administrative County of Devon

P
F—
0 o
0N
. =

AGE AT DEATH.

Male, Female.
Infants under 4 weeks 2 1
Infants under 1 year 2 1
1 - 1 g
9 - - :
15 - 7 1
25 - 11 8
45 - 43 26
65 45 47
1> and over 79 1173
191 202 .,
Total: 393.
CAUSES OF DEATH
Male, Female.
All causes 191 202
Tuberculosis, respiratory = 3
Whooping Cough 1 -
Acute Poliomyelitis - 1
Other infective and parasitic
diseases - 2
Malignant neoplasm, stomach 2 2
Malignant neoplasm, lung,
bronchus 5 1
Malignant neoplasm, breast - 5
Malignant neoplasm, uterus = 3
Other malignant and lympheatic
neoplasms 20 7
Leuksemia, aleukaemia 1 -
Diabetes 3 =
Vascular lesions of nervous
system 20 22
Coronary disease, angina 24 2
Hypertension with heart disease 4
c/fwd. 82 72

S
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CAUSZS OF DEATH (contd. )

Male. Female,
b/fwd. 32 T
Other heurt discasc 35 57
Other circulatory disease 5 10
InTluenza g 5
Pncumonic 10
Bronchitis 9 11
Other disexscs of respiratory
system 1 1
Ulcer stomach and duodenum 4 5
@astritis, enteritis and
I diarrhoesa 1 1
Nephritis and nephrosis 2 3
Hyperpl:asis of prostate 5 -
Pregnancy, childbirth,,abortion - 1
Congenital malformations 1 1
Other defined and ill-defincd
diseascs 21 20
Motor vchicle accidents 6 2
All other accidents 4 2
Suicide 4 s
Homicide ana operations of war 1 1
191 202
Total: 393.
INFECTIQUS DISEASES,
Male. Female. Tot=zl.
Scuarlet Fever 2 3 >
YVhocping Cough 53 62 $15
Measles 312 301 613
Acute pneumoni: | 3 4
Poliomyeclitis - 1 1
Pucrperal Pyrexia - 2. 2
Food Poisoning — 15 15
Erysipelaus (facial) 1 - 1
369 387 156,

—_—— T — e ——— i e ——— e
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TUBERCULOGSIS.

Eleven cases of respiratory luberculosis were notified
during the year, Details are sc¢t out in the followlng
table;

AGE PERICQDS. CASES.,

M e

Infunts under One yecar = -
1 - - =

2 - - s
L - 4
23 = 4 1
v A - 1
oD - 1 =
75 and over . e
2 6

Total: 11,
HOUSING.

) During the ycar under rsview eighty-two houses have
becen complcted as shown in the teble given below: -

Detuils a8 to Council Houses erected:—-

PARISH, NUMBER CF HOUSES,
KINGSTEIGNTON 22
BOVLY TRACEY 18
KEKSWELLS (Kingskerswell) 4
MOKETONHAMPSTEAD 4
ILSINGTON (Liverton) 10
HACCOMBE-WI TH~COOMBE 2
BROADHEw PSTON 4
HENNOCK (Chudleigh Knighton) 14
TOKBRY AN (Denbury) 4

_5;;

Total: B2.
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HOUSING (contd.)

Private Enterprise.

. During the year the number of Houses completed undes
the heading of private enterprise was nine,

ACTICN UNDELR HOUSING ACTS.

Under the provisicns of Section 11
of the Housing Act, 19306.

Thirty-one Notlces were served. o
Three properties were re-conditicned according
te Undertakings given.
The remainder are closcd or awaliting removal of
prescant tenants.

Under the provisions of Section 9
»f the Housing Aect, 19736,

Two Notices were scrved,

Housing Act, 1949

o

No grants werc

made und<r the provisions of the
Housing Act, 1949,
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