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S0 far as this experience is toncerned, it is satisfactory
Lo note that there were no desths from puerperal causes,
accldents account for nine deatns, of which one only resulted
from road traffiec. Two of these deaths occurred in a boy
of 13, and a girl of 15. an unusual death was that of a youth
of 19 from & general paralysis of the insanc. Female
adolescent deaths are often duc to Tuberculosis, On the othoer
hand the return includes no lecss than 1> nonagenarians, the
e@ldest on reccord beiny a woman of 98,

WATER SUPPLIE..

(a) Villages taking water from outside soupces into their
own Reservolirs and nains:

From Torquay Waterworks. Abbotskerswell (including Steneyhill)
ca cid, Chudlelgh hnighton, hingskersweil, Ogwell,

Haccombe-with Coombe, stoie-in-Teignhead, Teigngrucc, Ipplepen,

Trusham, Coffinswsll, and Dacconbe. '

From Paignton. ‘Woodland, Broadhempston, and Dembury. The latter
alsc has & local supply.

(b) Villages with their own Laterworks and local sources of
Supply:

Bovey Tracey, Chuﬂlﬁiﬁh, cennock, ldcford, Ilsington (including
Haytor, Liverton, and Blackpool), South hnighton, Lustleigh,
Moretonhampstead, Denbury, Torbryan, Luton, Bishopstcignton,
and kingsteignton,

Bishopsteignton aisc tahes water in bulk from the Teignmouth main.

(GE Villages dependent on wells, spail private reservoirs, and
rainwater tanks: \Widecombe, North Bovey, Bickington, lanaten,
and Buckland.

WaTER TESTIid..

There are 19 segarabe water supplies in the District and as
many samples as may bc necessary are tawen fop chemical and
bacteriological analysis.

Of the 17 taken from public supplics, 13 werc satisfactory
and 4 unsatisfactory from a bacteriological standpoint, though
no sample indicated serious pollution.

(I am indebted to the surveyor (Mr. w. J. Luxton) for this
information.)

15 samplcs were taken by the Puclic Health Department from
, Sources other tuan from pub.ic supplics; of these 8 were
pronounced satlsfactory from a bactericlogical standpoint, and

] unsatisfactory. 2 of the unsatisfactory 7 samples were taken
dLI.I'lnE, ths invustigat.iﬂn ol the water SUpp and {jrﬂ,j_nage systen
in the parish of Manaton, for which a corprehensive scheme

is now in the process of being provided. The remeining 2 samnles
were Ifrom the parishes of Hennock and Kingsteignton respeetively.

INFECTICOUS DISEnSES.

Notifications 326, Mcasles 258. Scarlet Fever 20,
Whooping Cough 17. Pneumonia 1C. Dysentery (Sonne) 5
Diphtheria 4. Erysipelus 4. anterior Polio-Myelitis 4.,
and one each of Typhnfg Fever, Pucrperal Pyrcxia, Cerebro-
Spinal Fever, and Malaria.







DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION.

Children immunised in 1945 = 229; of these 164 wera
undcr 5 years of sge, and 65 in the age graup 5 to 14 years.
1t 1s estimated that 1336 children of under five had completcd
8 full course of immunisation at any time up Lo December 21st.
1945, (Estimatcd mid-yea: population 1945 being 1670)

For the older ages, the corresponding es8timatcd population
is 3480, of whom it is rcasonable to belisve 2262 had been
immunised, i.e. 80 per cent and 65 per cent rispectively,
Of the four Diphtheris cases notificd, 3 had been immunised.
Therc were no deaths from Diphtaeria during the year.

TUBERCULCSIS.

Notifications - 33. Pulmonary 27. Non-Pulmonary 6.
Register. This hus becn revised and at the end of 1945, ther.
Were 115 cascs re_istered. Nalely -~ Pulwmenary 90 (Male 42,
Female 48) and Non-Pulmonary 25 (Male 13, Female 128
COMMUNICABLE DISEASES, (Impetigo, Vermin, Scabies) Intractable
cases are Lreated a revilian Sick Bay, kingsbridge. Cut=patient
cases arc dealt with at the County Clinie, 21, Courtenay Park,
Newtin abbot. The Secabies Crder, 191, enables a jedical Officer
of Health to require the sttendsnce of persons suffering or
suspected of suffering from these conditions at a recognised
clinic for examination, and, if nec.ssury, treatment. The Crder
apparently does not previde for any penzlties for non=-compline:
therewith., 1 am indcbted to Dr. Tanner of Newton abbot Ffor the
preparaktion of a leaflet instructing patients (suffering fron
scabies) how to treat themselves at home. This has beon distributed
to general practitioners and nas bzen much apprecicted.

DISINFESTATION Ck PREMISES. (The bug nuisance )

(a) Bed Bug Infestations. Fortunately, only one infestation
ha® ocecurrcd in the district. The methed usuzlly adeoptued in
the matter of the cradication of Bed 3ugs is that of gassing,
the premises being vacated and effectively sealcd before the
Gas generators are put into actien. In conjunction with the
Gas generstors, a vapourising liquid, which permcates in all
directions cracks in boards, <te., is also used.

(b) Commo:. Flea = Infestations. Infestation by the Flea
is dealt with Dy a method similar o that adopted frr the Bed
Bug, the variastion being that a contact polson in powder form
is used and brushed into cracks between floor boards, under and
around skirting bozrds, etec.

Most satisfactory results have been achieved by this method
and THREE cases were dealt with during the year.

The fly menace is dealt with by destructicn and prevention of
?reeding places, and by a solution containing D.D.T. in Spray
orm. _

Cockroaches, Blackbeetles, Silver Fish, etc., have been
satisfactorily eradicated by the use of a contact poison in
powder form.

PREPARATION FOK AN EPIDEMIC. (INFLUENZA)
Ministry of Health Circulars 196/45 and 1906,

Ministry of Health iemorandun 2/Med. (1939).

These communications from the Ministry deal with the plans to
be made locally in preparation for a possible epidemic of influensza,
They "should not be put into force unless and until the Authority is
especially reguestad by communication from the kinistry to
operate them.







It 18 to be hoped that the necd for these measures is
far distant; yet it is advischle to huve a bagic schepe
ready for operation at any time. The following scheme
représents the result of = thorough enquiry into the
possibilities as it affects the nural District,

1. In the event of an epidemic, cases of this disvase will
fall into two categeries ?a} those needing Institutional
Treatment snd (b) = those who require domiciliory tre-tment only.

2. Institutionzl Treatment, This will be needed for sev.re
or complicaled cises pronounced by the practitioner in attendance
to be fit for removal to hospital. auch cases, it is to be
expected are likely to form quite a sm2ll fraction on the

total incidence. For such cuses the essentials to be provid.d
eare (1) Beds and (2) Transport.

. ged . The Ministry suggests that heds may be obtained at
?&} eneral (b) Public assistance and (c) Isclation, Hespitals,

(2) General Hospitsls.

(1) The Royal Devon ond Exeter will take cuses, if beds are
availible, =t & chirge of 14/- per auy (msintenance) and
. @pecialists fee, this bei 21/= for the first weck or part of
2 week and, thereafter, per day of stoy in Hospital.

(2) Newton abbot (Z:zst Street) will take ensss if beds are
svailehble "5 2n average cost whici is dotermined annually,"
The d=ily cost for 1945 hus been computed at 8/5,

{ji Torbay will take cases "within the limits of the
Hospitzl's Hccommodation and the demends made locally upon it" at
8 cost identical to that charged to the Deven County Council;
namely 14/- per doy (maintenancs) plus professional fees (if they
are peyeble) on the Bwergency Medical Serviee basis. 4 list of
these fees hos been submitted: They relate to X Ray ond
pethologioal examinations and are in cvery Wy recsonzble.

42 awlish Cottage will take cases with the s-ge
reservations 58 Ior Torbay, ot o cost of 17/- per day, =s shown in
the last Hospital Report.

b) Public Assistance Institutions numely (1) Totnes 'nd

2 . mas, ~.eler. Mr. M. Sykes, of Felixwell, Excter
informs Lthat they have no vecant beds. On the contrary
there is a long waiting list.

(e) Isolation Hospital. i.e. Newton abbot Joint Isolation

Hospital. Mr. Coppleston: informs me that, a8 matters stand,

it will be impossible 10 cpen any ward without zdditionsl
nursing stafl and extra domsstic help, which latter uppears ic

bé uncbtainsble. He also raises the legal point that if - ¢ se
of infliuenzs caught @n infectious disease znd died, the reclatives
of such = patient might succeed in o claim for conpensation.

4, Transport i.e. Ambul=znces, I am assuming thet cases not

so i1l as to require un Anbulonce will receive domicilicry
treatment. There ire threec ambulances avnilable. Two belong
to the 5. J. a. B. The Brigade is prepared to accept Influcnzo
casgs for transport &t = charge of one shilling =nd threepence

per mile. This charge includes the services of o driver nd n
attendant (mule or femcle) The third wsbulsnec i the

Isol.tion Hospitzl ambulance, Lo be used only 28 an emergency
ambulince. Possibly its use involves & legel risk 28 in the cnse
of an Isolation Hospital,







?. Domiciliary Treatment. The Loecal Authority may provide

a) Medical Assistance ) Nursing assistance (c¢) dispensing
of prescriptions (d) Home Helps (e) Meals ......." for the
poorer inhebitants of their district who are suffering from the
disease." (i.e. influenza) Circular 1906 [

6. Doctors. No Exchequer grant is available in aid of
expenditure incurred under Cipeular 1906 (2); and it will be
for the Local authcrity to determine which cases fall within the
category " poorer persons”. any Iees paid will bs a matter

for arrangement between the Loeal authority and the Medical
profession. Presumsbly tne whole position will undergz
considerable modification if and when thne National Health Service
Bill becomes Law.

Zi Hurses. The sources for the supply ol auxiliary nursges,
5 in e Clrcular, are as follows: -

(a) National Nursing Reserve {hg Health Visitors and School
Nurses (c¢) The Civil Nursin: Reserve (d) The St. John Ambulance
drigade (e) The dritish Rhed Cross Society (f) First Aid Post
and Rest Centre Personnel.

The National Hursing Reserve is now bein,, establisped by
the MInistry of Health.

All the remaining sources have been Circularised, and, as a
result, 41 Auxilisry Nurses have basn enrolled for the Rural Distriet.
Presumabl: in any severe epidemic, the National Nursing Reserve nads
flexible by the formation of mobile squads will form the main stay
of emergency nursing,

8. Dispensing of preseriptions. Under Circulsp 1906 (2) a
Local Aufﬁbrlgy 18 empowered to provide for the dispensing of
preseriptions for "poorer inhabitants suffering from ths Sisease
during a period of influenza prevalence."

9. Home Helps. The scureces for the supply of Home Helps, listed

in the Circular are as foliow.:= (a) County Council (b) B.R.C.S.

and S.J.A.B. (c) W.V.5. and (d) "the Local authority should consider

whether there are in their area other voluntary bodies, in

Karbiuular the Youth Crganisaticns, which could do sc, (e) First
id Posts (Points) and hest Centres,

These sources have been circularisei. The W.V.5. in the Rural
District has forwarded the nuwnes of 27 members prepared to give
domestic help in their own parishes. In addition there ars & Youth
Organisations in the Rural District. The Oxford Home Helps Service
is run by the %.V.5. co-operat.ng with the City Council. A
combined scheme for smailer arsas on the lines of th- Oxford
experiment would sppear to be the best solution for ¢pidemic periods.

10. Provision of Meals. The Circular suggests that these be provided
on a men asle irom British Restuarants and Canteens.
a) British Restuarant. None in the Rural District.

b School Cantcens. Twojat Heathfield Cooking Centre,
supplying 17 schools,and Dovey Tracey.

Arrangements for the supply of meals from any or all of thesc
centres would be feasible in the event of an epidemic; the Local
uthority will be regfuired to¢ provide containers and transport,
?whara needed) ; the cost per meal would not exceed one shilling
and free meals, where supplied, will necessitate the establishment of
& Coupon system.


















