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ST ERIIM REPORT

on the Health and Sanitary Circumstances of the
Urban District of Newport (Salop) for the year 1944,

As in other war years, this HReport is presented in an abbreviated
interim form as required by the Ministry of Health.

Infectious diseasc manifiested itself in considerable varicty but
in no casc was therc any approach to cpidemic conditions. There was a
risc in the frequeney of Whooping Cough but this was compensated, in
Som muuaureglby the almost eomplete abscnce oI Mcasles. Sporadic
cascs of Scarlct Fever occurrced slightly more frequently than in 1943,
but there¢ was a complete abscnce of Diphtheria. There were no deaths
from any of the above conditions.

Tuberculosis showed a slight risc in total and there were no deaths
Irom this discasc¢ in any of its forms.

Vital Statistics show that the Birth Rate was higher than that of
the prcceding year while the Death Returns averaged lower thazn thosc
for thc Country gencrally.

For the second year there werc no Deaths in Inrtunts under onc year
of age and the like preveilced with Maternal Conditions.

The Sanitary Circumstances of the Area arc dealt with in the
relevant sections of this Report but particular atténticn should be
directed to the problem of Modern Scwege Disposal, the Supervision of
Clearunce and Overcrowding Redistribution of Population and to the
local ambulance Service to which your Council hes had notice.

The Medical Officer takes this oppertunity of thanking the Sanitory
Inspector for his closc¢ collaboration in carrying cut the werk of the

Department during the year,
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STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS.

Arca (in acres) i e Sk i s
Estimated populaticn (mid year 1945)... e
Number of Inhabited Houses as at 3lst December,
to Rate Book) ... oo e i o
Rateable Values e cus . cos v
Sum represented by one penny rate 0 “os
Persons per acre (calculated on population)
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EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS.
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Infantile Mortality:-

R TnrRae per 1000 1Ive ' biTths ' vss | ese  wes | ews s a -

a " i T " i (England and ‘,’a'ales} "an s 46,

There were nc deaths recgrded, of infants under 1 year.
Deaths froms Canccr (Qll ages) = e 6.
Measles (2ll ages) ... eae

* Whocping Cough (all ages) ... -

Diarrhoca (under 2 years)... -

Matcernal Mortslitvi-

Under this heading therce were no deaths.

Chicf causes of death:-

Cancar ... e e i 6.
Intra Cranial Lesions e 6.

Heart Discuse and other
vascular disturbances ... 16.

Influenza veoa unte ks el
SECTION B. General Provision for Health Services in District.
AVBULANCE. This continues to centre on the facilities cffered by a
private undertaking in the Town as has been the case for many yoaro.
A8 this gorvice may finish in the incoming year some alternative form of
transport for patients will require to be arranged and with this cnd in

view the Medical Officer iof Health has directed the attenticn c¢f the {
Ccuncil t¢ this matter. Three .schemes have been considered, continuanca
of a privatcly cwned vehicle, the use of a converted vehiele formerly
used in Civil Defcince or the combining with Neighbouring autheoritias

with the aim cof pooling rescurces anu acquiring better wubulances with
improved attendance. In theé lost it would scem that there would b

greatly increased efficiency, a comfert suitaeble tc the conditicn of

the patient and the whole an cccnomy.






BECLTON C.

SC.VINGING., Nc change has been made in this service which glves a

fortnightly ccllccticn with hersedrawn carts. The autherity are,
however, conetdering the change to the more mcdern methed of mechanical
transport and scume discussion on this subject hus taken plice. The sanc
tipping site is in use and is contrclled and supervised by the Sunitory
Inspector.

War conditicns have ercated a dearth of receptacles for the collect-
ion of roefuse from the indivicual homes and, with dust bins cf varicus
Shapes end sgizes and weights, the work of the collecters is hampcred.
There 18 a great neeu ror a stanuarcisecion of the vype of cust bin to
be used and also an . ducation cof the houscholders in what ecnstitutce
legitinate re¢fusc,. Tiv much crgaunic and combustible meterizl is dispcsceu
oI through the refuse colleetion and the wetness of the Fformer leads,
ameng other things, to a rapid detericration in the metal containers.

In these days of salvage collceetion little need be sent to the cust

bin beyonC well burnt ashes and broken erceks,

SalVaGE. While there has been cume decrease in the quantity cf salvagc
collectou this service still shews a proit; The work is in theé hancs
Cl the Women's Voluntary Service anu colluctions arc made ot regular
intcrvals,

DISINFESTATION AND CONTROL OF VERMIN. The autherity has an arrangonent

with the County Council for the extermination of rats while infest:iticns
on privately cwned properties and lands are dealt with by private contract
between such cwners and the County kat Officer. Under the former
scheme werk has been carrieu.uut at the tipping centre and the sewage
cutfalls,

Such rat nuisance as has been met with at the Central Slaughter
House has been controlled by an arrangeront between that body and the






Minigtry of Foud.

Where bedding and clothing require attenticn recoursce is had to the
use ¢f the Jdisinfestation plant at the PYoor Law Instituticng this by
arrangenent with the County authcrity.

There have been no cases of homes requiring major disinfestation
curing the year.

WaTDR SUPPLY. Follewing the unsatisfactery water conditicns expericnccd
in 1943 the cleansing ¢f the borehcle and reccencitioning of the machincry
was nearing completicn at the beginning o¢f the Year. By the Spring the
pumps hacd begen replaced and were supplying the Town again, Frcm that
time no Jdiificultics have been experienced and the watoer delivered has
been of ccnsistently good quality. Tests in the raw state have been
mace at menthly intervals and these have been found to give satisiactiry
results.

The water to the consumer is chlorinated. N¢ change has been mace

in the number of standpipes on which some 100 c¢f the Town's houscholliors

it

ars cependent.

It has been decided that the storage capacity of this service was
insuiTicient and talks have taken place with the Consulting Zngincer
with the view tc previiving an auxiliary reserveir, aduiticnal to that
which has buen in usc for moany yours. The Town is cependent, prinarily,
on- its main borehole but additicnel supplies are available Troem a
resurveé bore anu well, situated in the neighbourhccods the quality cf
this water, however, is variable. 1In additicn, authoritices acjacent
~ive service in close proximity to the envircns of the Town and a linkago
with such is practicablc.

Despite the severity of the winter the service to the cconsumer his

been we¢ll maintained, mincr repairs being carrice vut as they cccurcd.






B4aTHS. There arc nc Public Baths in tihe Town.

SUWaGs AND DISFOSAl. The authority hau, pricr to the War, taken up the

mether ©f a new sawage dispusal plani for the area but, beyoend & ropert
Ircm the snginecr, nething had been conc. With the reuscnable prospect
of procecding with this work the time is now cppurtune to put in hand the
uncertaking cf this very nccessary enterpriss. In cocnsicvering such

plant thou ht will be given te the possibility of a Neighbouring
antherity reguiring facilitics for part of its district anc alsc for
acilticnse to thoe present sowerage ance Grainage of the Town but this should
net hinder cr retara the Council fronm proceecing with cue specc.

—
i

A Hepert has been made by the Ingincer on the drainage of the
putlying hamlcet ¢f Church ssten (monticned in the annual Repoert of 1943)
2nd this 1is boeing considerec by the Cocuneil's ccncerned,

puch ulerepalr anc steppagss of the scrvice as have been met with

in the Year have hadc immediate z2ttention.

SLCTICI D.

HOUSING.. In the twolve nonths no new houses have becn erccted. Urgont
allie mincr repalrs have boen afvcted but such have been limitec o
absclute neccssity.

No change bas beon made in the rolicencing cf condemned propértics.

lineh ¢f this Commnittee's thought and time has been Adirecteld to
post-war development and the planning of the estatc at Vietcria Park.
This Lstate, when completed, will provide scme sixty homes for the
evererowcud and those living in unrit houscs. The architect has preparcsd
plans and an imprcvec type of home should be anticipatod. The care and
supervisicn of Counecil Property is in the hands of the Surveyor and
regular inspeeticns arc made.  assistanec is given, from time to tine,

by the local Health Visitor. '






For leng it has been folt that in certain arcas an imprevement should
ba etrecter 1n the 1iving conGitions in the home anc in the cure of their
surrcuncs., With this 1n mind it scems to the writer that it would be a
mistake ©o allow new estates to be houseld by tenants of o type &s would
cause these preperties to Geterioratc as rapiuly ss othsrs have in the
AP . ¥or such backward tenants 1t woull appear that therce is ncel of
femining help and influsnce to guice ane advise thoem in the use and
roaintenance or the houses given tc their carc.

SCCTION X,

MILE &ND D..IRES. Nuber ci accreuited Prouucers S ferE C.
Nurber c¢f Tubeérculin-Tested Proulucers  ee. 1s
Fumber of Pastewrised Producers s e ]

There has becn no change in the Register of Dairics anc Cowkeepers.
sieh a8 =2re licunced arce inspected riagularly.

Lok nCTION D SUPLAVISTON OF FOOND, This and the neighbourhced continue

t¢ be servec frow the eentral abbateir in the Town. The curcases are
inspecteu locally and this, togctner with the gencral supervisicn of
the Slaughter Hcouse is uncer the control ¢f the Sanitary Inspector,
In acd.ition to a ccnsiuerable yuanitity of corfal the fellocwing
carcases have beon conoelne -
Cattlc - vas Femt o
Calves .o oo ves 10,
Sheep . 4 e B
Pigs cee .eo T
Weight of meat concenined raaw e B Tons< 16 1ba.

El S srTa]. k cee .ve + 2 Tong 114 cwha.






Inspucticn of other foodstuffs has been carricc out and the
following articles have boen condepmed and destroyed:-
.L‘.\%LS 8w a4 ® & & ® - " 391:

Ing (meat) e b S 63

Tins (milk) . e i 128,

Ting (fish) .«s . . Tir o

Tins (vag) S e i obs

Ting {fruit) ... miath S S.

Bacon .o .o oo 2 ewts. 1 qr. 7 lbs.
Sausago T A A o 60 lbs.

Dates s s iuw e S

Pruncs e i i 86 1bs.

Cheesc aiwie .o os s 25 lbs.

SACTION F. NFACTIOUS DISLLSE.

Provalonce of, anc control over, Infoeticus and L1licd Discaseas.

The following table gives the nurber c¢f casces of infoecticus discasc

vririeu curing the Year, tegether with the nurber of deaths from suchi-

Disgase. Cascs nctificd. Deaths.
1944, 1943,
Scarlet Faver s ir -

Wheeping Cough 33 10, -
lMeasles - 38. -
Fnicuncnia ‘ 12, -
Puerpural Pyruoxia . % -

2
7
iE

OUphthaloie Nocnatorum L. 2. -
Dyscntry L
2

Erysipclas

Nc cuses of Diphtheria were ncotificd.






Incicdence of cisease in the varicus apc groups.

Yocars. Scarlet Pever Whooping Cough licasles
k A
Male Fonale e le Fomsle iz le Fomala

PO O
I
I

3l
6
4
6

Vi = O
I
1o

10 3 - - -
15 1 - - 1k - -
25 - - - - - -
_ Pncumonia Dyscntry Erysipelas
Years. Malc Fermale lalc Female lale Fennlc

=
1
I
1
1

&
HHEERFI
e

I

=5
b
no i

SC.BIES. The number cf patients treated at the Loczl Centre was one
in-,ationt and 106 cut-patients making a total of 107, 306 incdivicual
treatments were required for thesc cuascs. The Centre cocntinucs to

serve the Nerth Easgt .rea and the facilitics coffered are a great
convenicnee. Generally it may be said that the ineidenece of tho Jdiscase
is c¢n the deecline.

Diphtheria Inmunisation. The bi-asonual return submitted to the inigtry

of Health for the period cnding 31st December 1944 was as followss-

age under h years and xctal.
5 years. over but
under 15.
llumber of children including
tenpurary resicente who completed i 153 38.
the full course of immunisaticn
up to 31lst Deccuber, 1944.

spbroximate estiheted nuuber of :
children in the wuthority's .rea 326. 569 . 915.
at 31lst Dececuber 1944,

Percentage of child population
consltercd to be immunised at 3lst 55% 645
Dceerber 1944.

No change has becn mide in the dual cdministration of this schome.






TUBSKCULOSIS. The nwwber of notificu casss on the register at 3lst
Deccrbor 19«4, anu the comparative rigures for 1943 anc 19«2 ar¢ as
follows:-
1les, Yemales,

Pulmenary Nen-Fulnonary Pulncnery Non-Puliionory Total
23 52
23
23 50

1944 9 12
1943 10 11
1942 il il

Lo CO

New Cases.

Puluag;rf Nun-E%lLLn¢ry Total

Death Rates.

Waewport anglanc & Walcs.
Death Rate from Pulrcaary _
Tubcreulosis per 1000 population (nc ceaths) «50 (1943)
Death Rate from Non=¥ulimcnary
Tuberculosis per 1000 Lvopulaticn (no Ceaths) <11 (1943)

afte Group - New Casas,

Toars, Respiratory Non-Resj iratory
Male Yeupe lc . I.L..lx.. J:.'.L.Iu._.li,:...

O- 5 - - 1% -
5-15 - -
15=-25 - 1 - -
25=35 - 3
Tctal - 2 e -
There were no deaths from any form of tubcrculcsis.
Cancer. The nurber of ceaths from Cincer in 1944 was 6,
(three males z:r.) 1hreo fomiles) .,
Enzland & Wales
Deéath nate per 1000020 pgopulution living 1692. 1723 (1943)
( o IGHED } Weaio li o« oTEWART.

Medical Officer of Hewlth.






