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NEWHAVEN PORT HEALTH AUTHORITY
ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR EVDED

j1st DECEMBER, 1956.

TO THE MEMBERS QF THE NEWHAVEN PORT HEALTH COMMITTEE.

Madam and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in submitting the Wewhaven Port Annual Health I
Report for the year 1956. i
During the year the total number of inward passengers (alien
and British) who arrived at the Port was 198,786 whilst the outward

passengers vho embarked at the Port numbered 194,613.

The Cross Channel boat service hetween Newhaven and Dieppe was
suspended hetween 19th November and 18th December and resumed on 19th
December to the end of 1956, It continued until 2nd Jamuary, 1957,
and was suspended thereafter.

During 1956 the aliens arriving at the Port numbered 49,934 and
the outward aliens numbered 47502,

The annual numbers of inward aliens vho arrived at Nevhaven Irom

1945 to 1956 are given in the following table:-

Year Inward Aliens Year Invard Aliens

1945 17,911 1951 51,918

1946 26,376 1952 52,104 -
1947 31,551 1953 51,084
1948 41,412 1954 54,652 .
1949 48,127 1955 58,410

1950 49,521 1956 49,934

0f the 49,934 inward aliens who arrived at the Port im 1956
47,628 were inspected by the Medical Inspector; 2,306 were subject =
to detailed medical examination, of which 19 were found undesirable
for medical reascns and 7 were physically incapaclitated.

Strict surveillance of all aliens by the Medical Inspector of

R S S

Aliens is imperative on many grounds, It is essential that all in-

ward aliens be subjected tec the closest medical inspection, otherwise

B

vhat may appear trivial at first glance might result in serious con-

g

sequences 1f the alien was allowed to proceed unchecked. If required

i

certain aliens must undergo further and more detailed medical exami

ations and these may teke some considerable time, and usually do.
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During the year under review the total mumber of vessels whieh
antered Newhaven was 1,306 comprised of 1,039 from forelgn ports and
P67 coastwise., Imports amounted to 162,929 tons, of which the

cipal items were coal, coke and patent fuel (120,948 tons); fruit
:- vegetables (9,155 tons); iron and steel (2,211 tons) and timber
,?ﬂ4 tons). Exports amounted to 30,027 tons of which the prineipal

items were vehicles and vehicle parts (9,500 tons); machinery (3,635

T -tm

tons), and bullding and road materials (2,047 tons). The average
?%wual tonnage of imports for the five years 1947 to 1351 was
175,317 tons vhilst that for the succeeding five years 1952 to 1956
??r,lﬁ?,ﬁﬂﬁ tons. Exports rose from sn annual average tonnzge of
?ﬂ,534 for the period 1947 to 1951 to that of 29,207 tons for the
T_ flve year period 1952 to 1956. The tonnsage exportad has always
'L'" een much less than the tonnage imported.
Inspections of Cross-Channel passenger vessels showed that the
uummudation for passengers and crew continued to show satisfactory
fglenic conditions,
The number of vessels (forelgn snd coastwise) inspected by the
ﬂinal Officer of Health was eight and that by the Public Health
n pactur was sixty-two. Five informal notices were served as
pards muisances on foreign going ships and four on coastwise. Two
1ces Wwere complied with on coastwise vessels. Mo ship was re-
ed as having, or having had, during the voyage, infectious
sease on board.
The suspension of the Cross-Channel boat service between
whaven and Dieppe for about one menth during 1956 made a differ-
'&E between the total passengers carried to and from Newhaven and a
lerence between the number of inward and outward aliens as com-
d with the year 1955, In 1955 the total number of inward
passengers (alien and British) who arrived at Newhaven was 232,564

'f A inward aliens numbering 58,410. In the same ycar the total

:iiuher of outward passengers (alien and British) was 233,489 with

putward aliens numbering 574754, In 1956 the total number of

fioward passengers (alien and British) was 198,786 with inward aliens
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mumbering 49,934, In the same year the total number of ocutward
passengers (alien and British) was 194,613 including 47,602 ocutward
allens.

At the time of writing this Annual Report it was known that the
Cross-Channel boat service at present suspended from 3rd January,
1957 will not recommence until 5th April 1957. If this is gnihg to
be the pattern for future years the asdministrative arrangements for
carrying out the medical inspection of alliens will have to be altered
and this alteration may have to remain permanently. As mentioned in
the 1955 Annual Report the experience in endeavouring to carry out !
the medical inspections in the past with only two Medieal Inspectors
of Allens resulted in anything but reesscnable periods off duty. <
Difficulties arose during 1956 vhen one or the other medical inspecto
was absent from duty through illness. Fortunately, these difficultie
were overcote by the employment of locsl genersl pracﬁitianaf; who
undertook the medical inspections temporarily. It appears that the
best solution would be to employ & sufficient number of local medical
men 1in the future to afford reasonable coverage.

Dr., Stenhouse, one of the two regular medical inspectors of
aliens, obtained another appointment in the early part of 1957. Part
of his time was occupied by carrying out school medical inspections
for the County Council. This latter arrsngement is to be discontinue

Accommopdation for the medical inspections and examinations of
aliens at the Port was as satisfactory as possible in the layout and
limited space avallable.

Application was macde to The Ministry of Health on 11th October,
1956, in order that Hewhaven be authorised as a "Designated Approved
Port" for the issue of deratisation and deratisation exemption
certificates. It is understood that Ministeriel authorisation will
be granted subject to the Port Public Health Inspector under-going
a course at the Port of London and arrangeinents belng made for a
suitable depuly during holiday times etec.

Wnen a ship is due for a certificate and it 1s found that the
vessel 1s free from rats or is malntained in such a condition, or

that the number of rats on board is kept down to a minimum, a
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eratting exemption certificate may be issued., On the other hand,

f it 1s found thet conditions are such that rat destruction by
rapping, polscning or fumigation is held to be justified, the Port
;iical Officer can insist on such & coursc before a deratting cert-

i cate is issued. The numbers of rats on ships are much less nowa-
ﬁ3s than they were formerly, and the number of exemption certificates

% sued at ports in the United Kingdom is now far less proporticnately

f?f:- that of deratisation certificates. In some years the exemption
ertificates amount to over eighty per cent of the total deratisation
@ exemption certificates combined, Although United Kingdom ports

Bve been free of plague infected rats there have been instances
ring the last century vhere infected rats have been found in vessals
| ving at British Ports. There still remains the danger of the
';rurt&tion of plague into this country by infected ships rats and
i}stant watch 1s essentisl as regards thz rat population of ships.

i The plague is csaused by a germ called becillus pestis. When
hese germs are swallowed by 2 flea they multiply in the flea's gut.
I en the flea bites the rat to feed on it the germs are transmitted
F the rat on the flea regurgitsting them into the wound. The rot
E then infected and other fleas become infected by feeding on it
if' the germ-carrying flea. bites man the same vrocess of regurgitsting
1 to the bite occurs 2nd man is infeetsd, FRats which mosStly inhabit
Irr areas belong to the species "rattus rattus" the black rat, which
ig the original rat belonging to this country until displaced to »

reat extent by the browm rat, "rattus norvegicus". The latter is

0W found mostly in towns and in country areas.
Besides being the vector of plague infested fleas a rat may
TTY other diseases such a5 Well's disesse and infect foodstuffs
"*2br transmitting the disesses to human beings. As the period of
g8station in the rat is about only three weeks, and a litter usually
J?ﬁars six to eight young, it c¢an be readily apprecizted that a
ountry would be soon overrun unless the rst population was kept in
fiecik, Besides trapping and poisoning as methods employed to get

i d of ships rats, good results have heen obtained through rat=proof-
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ing various parfs of a vessel such as the galley and other places
where rats feed and nest. If the proofing is carried out extensively
the rats find conditlions so uncomfortable for them that they soonh
leave the ship., They are remarkably intelligent animals and won't
settle in a vell proofed vessel. It has been found in the United

States that it is never necessary to fumlgate a single ship for rat

destruction where the vessel has been constructed and structually
maintained in accordance with rat-proofing specifications. 1In
addition to being carriers of the diseases of plague, Well's disease,
food poisoning etec. rats cause enormous damage to cargo and fabrie
aboard vessels and to stores and fabric ashore.

In coneclusion I have to thank Mr. Harrison for his ever ready
assistance and other afficials at the Port for thelr courtesy and
helpfulness. I appreciate also the help and encouragement which you
nave shown me during the year.

Yours obediently,
G. M. DAVIDSON Lﬂ?ﬁﬁﬁﬁ MsBay ChaBa,
D.Pafley F.H.8.1. ete.

Port Medical Officer & Medical Inspector |
of Aliens, Nevhaven Port. -

e TrE—

ublic Health Department,
Lewes House,
LAES,

Sussex. April, 1957.
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T4BLE 4.
!
Nems of Hature of Date of Qualifis- iny other
Officor. Appointment dppointoent ationg, appointmont
held
Dr, G.M.D.S, | Port Medical | 15th Moy, M,B. ;,Ch,B., M,0.H. E,Sx,United
B. lobban. Officor and 1945, D.P.H,, District Physician
Medical Insp, F.R.8.H., (Infectious Diseases)
of Liligns. F.R.IFP.H,; Brighton & Lovoa
F.8.M,0,H,, Hospital Group,
S.E.Met,Rog, Hospital
- EBoard.
. Ra2, hLsgigtant Port | 19th April, L.M.5.8.:5; Lest.Behool Madical
nhouse. Modipal C70icax| 1948, (Lond. ) Officer,E.5x.C.C.,
of Health and agst. M.0.H, to
Agst.Medlcal Newhaven U.D.G,
Inep.of Llieng,
» RaltaB. Tenporazy fzst, | 206h July, M.B, ,Ch.B., Deputy County
¢ 5 Medical Insp. 1953, D.P.H, M,0.H,, Eaat Suszex,
of Lliens. :
h.- EuJ- Tﬂmpﬂlt"[‘.r}l’ -I!Iu‘i:-gt'i ﬂtla J.':Tiuﬂr:‘_,” !'1IE-I :Gllﬁﬁlj —c
T[,E._ul_ Medical Insp. 1957, M.R.C.S.,
of fllens. L RGP,
Pz, R, Temporary Lsst. | 27th January, M.R.C.8., -
Mexandor. Medicel Insp. 1957, L.R.C.F,,
\ of Alisng. D.P.H,
|t.P, Port Public 5th March, Cert.R.3.1. Public Health
ligrrizon, Health Insp. 1945, & 5,1,7.B., Inspector to
& Food Insp, Cert.R.5.I. Hewhaven U.D, C,
Ment & Foods
M.E.5.H,
B.0.T. Cert.
Master Mariner
3. I, Part tims Clerk |4th October, - -
Adwin, Port Health 1954,
Depertment.
re. . A Nurse-i\itendant |1at, Marech, = -
lagsoli., Medical Insp. 19/8.
of 4liena,
ddress and Telephone Lewea House,
unber of the Medical School Hill,
Efiser of Healthi- IEWES, 1232,
- ? -




SEGATON  IX,

imount of shippin aring the Distrd

I-ELE E*
Numbor Inspected |No.of ships
Ships from:- Humber Tonnago reported as
M,0.H, F.H,I1. hﬂ'ﬂiﬂg or h&m
hod during the
voyage 1.D. on
board.
Foreipn Ports: 1,039 544,773 6 33 Nil
Coastwise: 267 62,223 2 29 Nil
TOTAL: 1,306 606,996 8 62 Nil
SECTION III.
h r of ghi dt d the
ILBLE C.
58 r T i
Hunber of Passengers IWWARD 198,786
Humber of Passengers OUTWARD 194,613
{Principal IMPORTS. Tons. |
Coal,coke and patent fuel 120,948 |
Fish 124 .
Frudt and vegetables 9,155 |
Iron and steel 24211 ,,I
Timber 2,%2
Chemicals & chomienl fertilisers
Haw wool 205 |
- Othor Commodities 26,876
TOTLL 162,929 |
3 Includes Motor Vehicles i
Over ona ton: 1,037 i
Under one toni 3,523
Motor ecycles: T04
;,iﬁ
(Prinecipal  EXPORTS.
Iron and steol 159
0il & spirit,Mincral & motor 122
Building & road materials 2,047
Machinery 3,635
] Vohiclea & wehiclo parts

Woollen poods

Other textileos

Ghenicals & chermlenl fertilisers
Other commoditios
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SECTION IIT

Character of shipping and trade during the vear (Cont).

(Principal EXPORTS. Tons.
4 Includes Motor wehiclas:
over one ton 25T
under one ton 1,891
motor eyecles 618
5,280

ERINCIPAL FORTS from which suips arrive.

The main trade of the Port iz with Dicppe and ngar
Continental Ports, but thore are also arrivals from Baltis Ports
with Timber.

—

SECTION TV,

inland Barpe Traffic
This Port is not used by Inland Barge Traffie.

SECTION V.

HWater Supply,
No change,

SECTTON VI

No shange,

SRECTTON VIT

Sunllpor,

No changa

SECTION VIII

Yenoreal Diseases.

No change.
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SECTION IX,

Lases of notifinble and other infoctious diseaze on ships,

TLBIE D.
Category Discase Rumber of Cases Nunbay of
during tho yoor shipa
Pagsongers. Crow. copoorned
Cases landed from
ships fron foreim - Hil Nil Nil

ports. |

Cases which have |
cccurred on ships |
fron foreign ports - Nil Nil Nil i
tut have been dig-

posed of beforas
arzrival,

Cagos landed from !
other ships, - il Nil Wil

Short account of measures takon on arrival by ship of (a) any ease
of smallpox, cholera, plagus, yellow fever, typhus or relopsing fever exeluded
in Tebls D, (b) any suspectod case of such digcass,

No measures wers required to be taken as there wores-

(2) Mo cases of smallpox, echolera, plague, yellow fever, typhus or relspsing {
fover, and, i

(b) Mo Suspected cases of such disgase which occurred during the year,

SECTION X,

1

0

1

:

Observatisna opn_the Scclirronce of malaris in ghipa, &
.i

i

No case of malaria arpived at the port, nor diq any vessel report g
cage of malards during the VOyage.

SECTION XI,
Measuros tolan against ohips infected with or suspected of Elagua.

o
No measures ware taken as there wore no ships infected vith or suspected
of plague,




SECTION XTI
Mogsures appinst rodents in shipas from foreign ports.

1. Progedure for insvection of ships for rata,

Where possible the Public Health Inspector exanines vessels for
{ the presence of rats. A regular inspection iz nade in the case of
: Crose Channel vessels and an attenpt is made to inspect thoroughly
all foreign-going ships.

y 24 nonts for the B iglogical or Pathological gxgrination
of Rodents with special refersnce to rodent plapue, including the
nun of rodents sent for exsmination during tho year.

Arrangenents exist for the exanination of rodents from ships when
necessary at the Public Health Laboratory, Brighton,

No specinens were sent during 1956.

3. Arrangencnts in the District for Depatting ships, the pethods used

if d h ormereisl Cont r, the n of the Contraclor.

The port is not an approved port or a designated approved port for
this purpose.

Trapping and poisoning are evailable.

4. Progress in the rat-proofing of ghipe.

Ships using the port are mainly Cross Channel passenger and cargo
. veasels with a high degree of rat-proofing and little harbourage.
Colliers entering the port have been found to be almost devoid of
harbourage, while in the modern vessols rat-proofing is good.

If any excessive tenporary harbourage is discovered the Master
is required to abate sane.

TABLE E.
I dents des d the year in ships from forei rte
;.
Category Hunber

Ehck rat's R R ER I‘]il

Bmm ra‘hﬂ AR B EE R R AR Hil
, Species not KNOWN seenses Hil

Sont for examination .... Hil

Infected with plague .... Wil




TABLE .
ammw MLEM
Cortificates lssuod during the year for ships fron foreien ports.
Hupbe ] ng Certificates issucd aft ]
!
H,C,N. | Other fumigent | ifter Lftor TOTAL | lupber of | Total
iSt&‘,a rnat.]mdj Tracping | Poisond Deratting Gerta.
ion | ZIssuod.
Certs.
igsuad.
1 2 3 4 5 | =f= 7
K11 K1 KIL NIL NIL NIL NIL
The Port is neither an approved port nor a designated approved
Port for the issue of Certificates.
SECTION XIII
TLBTE
Inspection of ships for npuisances.
Inspections & Notices.
lNature and munber lotices servad Rasult of
of Inspections. Statutory Cthers. sorving notice
Foreign going 33 Nil 5 -
Coastuize 29 Nil & 2 notices
conplied with
TOTAL. 62 Nil 9 2
SECTION XIV
Public Heglth - Shell Fish, i
Ho change,
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SECTTON XV
Medical Inspegtion of Aliens,

1. List of Medical Tnmspectors of Lliens holding Warrmnts of dopointoent.

(a) Dr. G.M.D, Lobban, Chicf Medical Tngpsotor of Aliens.

(b) Dr. R.A. Stentouse, Lseistent Medlcal Inspector of Aliens;

Ec} Dr. R.G.B. Young, Temporary hLssistant Medieal Ingpector of Aliens,
d) Dr. E.J, Weill, Temporary Lssistant Modical Inspector of iliens.
(e) Dr. R. Llexander, Tenporary Assistant Medical Inspector of Alisna.

Drs. Young, Neill and Alexander carried out nedicnl ingpactions
of iliens during the illnesa and absence off duty of Dr. Stenhouse,

2« HNe mﬂa
3. Mo change. 5« Ho changn,
4y Nature and fmount of Aljons Traffie,

L - tinE | o L =1 g~ 8 i
o 4 O =
o| BZ|GER|BE| EE| §)25 8
= 7] BEl 2B o fl-Pﬂ ]
= El EEJ 3 0 a ) E-:-n- B
P Elr.lk SpLt B A gE E &0 A
;| S| PRE|TE] B[ S|Es|E
8o | mB8 & - % ped | o
Qoer | O poer o o £ m g .
SRISRRl o) ffgle
fi 3 l-.'d': H g‘ g (7]
g gl p )
g5 g Bl &l &
£t H = 0 2
_ 5| & E = :q:
(a) Total number of Lliensg
lﬂﬂdiﬂg at the Port. 45&34 ii'?Em E'qu-‘-!l 4, 17 f = e
(b) Ilions refused per-
*  |mdsglon to land by the
. | Imxigration Officer. 130 123 2 ~ 2 - - =
: (e} Transmigrants.
- |(d) Total iAliens arriving i
* |at the Poxt, 49935 47628 | 2306 - 19 7 = -

Total munber of vessols carrying alion passonEers ceeeeses 429
' Total nunber of vessels dealt with by the Medical Inspector. 429

SECTION XVI
{rronropents for Burial on Shore of persops who have died on board ship.
Mo chango.







