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ANNUAL RFPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

e - (! =] Ma e LLLDRI ¢ 'I:: L]

To tha Chalrman and Members of
the Newburn Urban Distriet Council.

Mr. Chairmen, Eadles and Gentldmen,

I have much pleasure. in submitting oy third annual
report.

In accordance with Circulars 10/44 :=nc 49/45 the report
is to be brief and confined to essential and urgent matters which
have affected the public health during the year,

The general health in the distriet has agaln been gzood
but an outbreask of Diphtheria caused us some anxiety and owing to
the virulent type of grganisms,ws had unfortunately, & fatal cases,
5 of these had not been Immuniked. Of the 118 cases notified,
116 were removed to hospital,

There was a slight outbreak of Scarlet Faver which was of
a2 ocomparatively mlld type 2nd no deaths were recorded. At one
period owing to beds not being available in the Hospital to which
we normally send our chses, several cases of 3Scarlet Fever had to
be sent to Hospital in a neighbouring authority's area.

34 casesz of pneumonla occurred in the distrlet and
these ware largely the Influenzal type.

DRUNISATION :

We have continued the immunisation scheme- at-the-sachools
and Infant Welfare Centres.

There are still parents who refuse to teke esdventage of -
our schemes and it is generally children of these people who 'suffer
most severely. Teken on the whole“the schoolchildren themselves
have responded well,



WAR-TIME NURSERY:

This. has been going exceedingly well. We had a slight
outbresk .of German ieasles which affected the whole Nursery
more or less for about 2 months, but we mere able to keep
going. Otherwlse the childrens' health has been exceptionally
good and the staff have worked well,

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE :

No, of live births. ' 407
No. of still births, &
No. of children who atic’ .-t at+ayotentres 1158
No. of new cases attendi.s “.lrare Gentres. 44l.

I think pﬁbple are realising meve fully the value .6&f
attending the Welfare Centres.

Premature Infants !

There is no delay in removing prematuré infants to hospltal
‘i necessady as the Council acts in accordance with the County
Coufitil's recommendations.

Ante-Hatal :

owine to evacueass having to come to this area and receiving
preferentlial treatment et Dilston Hall Maternlty Home we were
unable for 4 months to send all our cases there. Some of the
cases we” were able to send elsewhere and also we supplied the
necessary equipment to those who, had to remein at home for
confinement. S

Illegitimate Children :

We are actinz in sceordance with the advies given by the
* Worthumberland County Council.

Home Visiting : .

The Health Visitors made a total of 2,563 visits.
Scebieg @

_This infectlon was less evident than in previous years.
-Ascaplol and Tetmosol scap have been used with suoccess.

Verminous Persons !

Treatment of verminous persons has been glven by this
_.Counecil, Prompt measures are taken for degling with such

gases. | we have used with success Lethane 01l and Ascablol.
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STATISTICAL SUISTARY AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS :

Particulars of district :

Area (in acres) 4,649
Reglstrar Generals estimate of
vpopulation 19,390

Mo. of inhabited houses =ocording
to Rate Zooke 5,518
Sum represented by Pemny Ratc. £410.,

Rateable value 5lst March, 1945, £104,424.

Extracts from Vital Statistics :

Male, Female. Total.

Live Births (leszitimated 202 187 389
= (illegitimate) 12 ) 18
Stillbirths. 3 3 6
Deaths 98 115 213
Birth rate per 1,000 population 21,29
Stillbirths per 1,000 live &stillbirths. 14.52
Death rate per 1,000 estimated population. 10 .46

Deaths from Puerperal Causes :

There were no deaths from puerperal causes.

Death rate of Infants under 1 year :

W

A11 infants per 1,000 live Lirths 56 .51
Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitizias
live nixth 55,9
Tllneiiimate infants per 1,000 115~ siTiunoie
live birtns. 16 B i
Deaths :
Deaths from Cancer all apes, 26.
" " Mcasles " g -
- " Whopping Cough -

n w TDiarrhoea under 2 yTs. 3 55
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causes of death in Newburn Area 1944 :

Hale Femele Total.
All causes o8 115 213
Male Female .

1, Typhoid and Paratyphoid
B, QCerebro Spinal Fever.
%, Secarlet Tever. -
4, Whooplingz Cough.
5., Diphtheria. : '
6., Tuberoculosis of Respiratory System.
w, Other forms of Tuberculosis,
8, Syphilitic diseases,
9. Influenza
10. Measles,
11. Acute polio myellitis.
12, Acute Infectious: Encephalitls
15, Cencer,
14. Diabetes.
15. Intra-Cranial Vaascular Lesiuna
16, Heart disease.
17. Other diseases of Circulatory system.
18, Bronechitis,
19, Pneumonla,
20, Other reaplratory diseases
21, TUleer of stomach or ducdenum
22, Diarrhoea under £ years.
23. Appendiociltis,
24, Other digestive dlseases.
25, Nephritis.
26. Puerperal Sepsis,
a7, Other maternal ceuses.
28, Premature birth,
29 (Congenital debility, malformatlion etc.
30, Suleclde. .
61. Road traffic accident.
25, Other violent causes,
%3. All other causes,

; % - .
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SECTION B :
(1) Public Health Officials - see page 2,

f2) a, Laboratory facilities rcmain the game as in
former years,

b. Ambulance Service - ge: Janitsry Inspector's Report.

¢, Nuraing in the home is comtrolled by the
Northumberlend County Council,

d. The only trsatment centre controlled by this
authority is the Sun-Ray Clinie,

e, There are no hospitals in the area with the
exception of the Infeotious Diseases Hospital,
lemington, edministered by the West Nor thumberland
Joint Hospital Board, of which this Council is a
oonstltuent member,

(2) (Medicel Officers of Health of Counties and County
Boroughs only).

Sections C.D. & E. See Sanitary Inspector's Report.

Section T @

Prevalence of and Ceontrol -4y Infectlous

and Other Discace.

" The following table gives the number and epe Froups
of the cases of Infectious disease notifiedr during the year,
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TUBERCULOSIS

During the yeer 25 new cases have been. notified,
19 pulmonary end & non-pulmonary.

The following table showa the age distributions of the

25 new cases and of the deaths of persons certified to be
due to tubercuiosis,

TUBERCULOSIS, 1944.

| Pases Netisdes 00 oot Desbhe.. ..
o TERA Puhionar:.rl. Non-pu'monary]  Pulmonary Puﬁgi;ry}
Bipee o " R : A | F | T S )
Under 1 | }
1 -5 + 5 i L
5 =15 L. | 3 i 1 | 3
15 - 25 Al {F | 2
285 = 35 3| S L 1 3
35 - 45 213 1
45 - 55 2
55 - 65 i i 3
65 & over e TR
Total vyl b 8 11 4 2 g | 6 1l =

Set out below 12 a table showilngz ucw cvaszes notified during
the years 1939-44 1nclusive. It will observad that after
reaching = sompartively high Tigure in 1943, a notable decrsase
is gshown 1a this report.

.
cmm e ae e

Year. i New Cases notified. Total. i

Pulmonary  Hon-Pulionary |

N e b R |

i 1 I

1939 S B R e 22 |
1940 13 |. 10 i 8 i 5 I a4

1941 8 Bl g 20 |

1942 12 l 10, 45 R 28 ;

1943 22 1 13 |e 5 i 5 1 j 45 i

1944 ! a s B TN S ! 2 : | B5 :

e e e e e L e ————y

G.B, PICTON,
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH.
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NEBURN TREBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.

REPORT OF THE SANITARY TIISFRCTOR FOR THE YEAR, 1944,

To Dr. Guy B. Plecton M.B,, H.S.
Sir,
I beg to submit to you the Annual Report for the

year ending 31st December, 1944. This report covers the
first oomplete yesar of my work.

HOMSING :
As in 1943, work in connmect io: »i-i Tonsing defecls was
limited to the investiszation of paalnts, Difficulty in

getting repairs done was again ex: :rienced owlng to shortaga
of labour =nd materials.

WATER SUPPLY :

Water is supplied %o the district by the Newcastle and
Cateshead Water Co. and has at all times been sat isfaotory as
regards quality end quantlty. -

All the houses in the area, with the exception of thirteen,
nave pilped supplies, the occupants of these thirteen houses
drawing their supply from stand plpes.

DRAINAGE AND SE'ERAGE :

No change has boen made in the drsinage and sewerage :
systems during the year. o

CLOSPET ACCOMMUDATION :

The closet Accommofation remalns subetantially the szme-
as at the end of 1939.

COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL OF REFUSE :

The refuse collection and disposal 1s .carried out
by the Surveyor's Department.

SANITARY INSFECTION OF THE DISTRICT :

Routine inspections have hed to be curtailed owing to
additional work occasioned by the war, but conditions
throughout the area are fairly satisfactory. -

MEAT AND FOOD INSPECTION :

Cwingz to centralised slaughtering of cattle, meat
inspection is carried out only pericdicslly-at Butchers! shops.

The following foods have been condemned and surrendered :-

13 doZ ., packets flaked oats ata. 4 stones cod.

3 lbs. Self Raising flour, 35 lbs sausage,
3 owt. Soya flour, 38% Lbs bacon,

50 1lbs prunea. a8 ] choese.
144 bottles tomato ketohup 31% " butter.

32 by Ploocalilll.
g Dbottlea beeiroot.
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Canned Goods @

Pilchards 33 oans.
Sardines a8 "
Milk 1399 "
Beans 1X "
Paste Al n
Salimon 4 "
Basf loaf eto. 76 2
Jm 8

MILIE STTPLT &

Trapection of cowsheds and dalriss znd ﬂ"ﬂ' ﬂ:a*rl..“x-s
ware aa~riad out aa far as [omo.tic, ftas foliowlonz
statensnt shows the number ani rali of a;rafun_u_mdb

garrisd out =

Loool  Produced outside arsa.

No. of samples collected 17 i iy

Semples exemined by
Methylene Blue Reductlcon
Test Cgdrs 1%

La
o2

Samples examined for
Tubercle Baoilli 11 3]

Meth;rlem__ﬂ.".ue Reduoct lon '['bst— %

Of the 17 samples produced in tne distrioct 11 or
84,7% were satisfactory.

(}f the 12 samples produced outside the distriot
9 or 75% wors setlsfaotory.

Tuberele Baxeiliy

Cl
R e

1% awmles of milk produced In the éistriot wers
exarirca cf wnich 1 was poaltive.

Y sampie2s of milk produced outslde the dlstrict wers
exzn ricd of which 1 was positive,

T

Pasleurized Milk :

5 samples of pasteurised milk were obtained and 1
did not conform with the prescribed standard.

Eredication of bed bugs :

The same steps werpe taken as in previous years.

PUBLIC HEALTH PROPAGANDA :

" The scheme of Public Health Propaganda was
continued throughout the year.
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BITIETING :

A conslderable amount of time had to be given to work in
connection with billeting of evacujes and nin trainees.
From June until the beginninz of September the numoer of evacuse.
totalled 501, in the following categorieas :-

Mothers & Children Unaﬂcamganiqg : Others
children L2 e
140 239 98 24
In the majority of these cases Camb vads and blankets
had to be supplied on loan to the househaolders. We are
grateful to the Civll Defence Ambulance “srsonnel for their
help in distributing the equipment. vith goodwill on the

part of both househnlders and evacuees we had very few really
difficult oases with which to deal.

* Preparations had to be made to receive an organised party
of 300 evacuees, but owing to a lull in the flying bomb attacks
this contingent was not sent. Had it been necessary to deal
with this party I am confident that because of the co~operation
of the Rest Centre offilclals, Warden's Service and members of the
Counell staff we should have been able to cerrv out the scheme
successfully.

Ambulance Scrvice ¢

Durine the year the number of patients carried was
2,318 of whiech 81 weTre acciden* cases.

Great difficulty was experiemced in gbtaining spare

parts for repairs and one vehiele was out of commission fur
9 months while béing overhauled.

¥, CORNTY,




