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ANNUAL REPORT
of the

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
for the year 1956.

Mr. Chairman and Councillors,

I have the honour to present to you my report for the year 1956.

The vital statistics remain guite satisfactory. The birth rate declined from 19.06 in 1955 to
17.70 per 1,000 of the population, in 1956 but is still higher than the corresponding figure of 15.7
for the country as a whole. The still-birth rate at 5.56 per 1,000 live births is exceptionally low;
the national figure being 23.0. The crude death rate, 9.89 per 1,000 of the population is very
slightly lower than in the previous year, bui, owing to an increase in the comparability factor, the
standard death rate rose to 12.46 in 1956, whereas in 1955 it was 11.63 per 1,000. The total death
rate in England and Wales in 1956 was 11.7 per 1,000,

The infantile mortality rate declined from 31.25 per 1.000 related live births, in 1955 to 22.35
in 1956, and the national figure was 23.8. Only 4 children died in the first year of life and three of
these died within the first month.

Notifiable infectious diseases were few in number and there was no outbreak requiring men-
tion.

Motified cases of respiratory tuberculosis increased from 4 (o 7 but no case ol non-respiratory
tuberculosis was notilied. compared with 2 in the previous vear.

Mo death attributed to tuberculosis, occurred.

The number of deaths from malignant neoplasms was 15, two fewer than in 1955 and there
was no death attributed to Cancer of the lung.

Although the report shows no houses demolished during the year. a beginning was made with
the slum ciearance programme, the first houses to be dealt with being 8 in Brewery Yard. The
necessary preliminary steps were taken and demolition orders made. These will be put into effect
in 1957.

In conclusion, 1 should like to thank Councillors for the inierest they have taken in the work
of the department and for the consideration they have shown to me. personally. I must also ex-
press my appreciation of the work of the Public Health Inspector and of the help I have received
from all departments of the Council.

1 have the honour to be,

Your obedient Servant.

C. B. McGREGOR,
M.B., D.P.H.

Medical Officer of Health,
Urban District of MNewbiggin-by-the-Sea.
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SECTION A

STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA,

The Area and boundaries of the Urban District remain unchanged.
The chief industry is coal-mining which is carried out at two pits, one at Newbiggin, itself

and one at North Seaton Colliery. Some of the population are engaged in agriculture and a small
number in inshore fishing.

Newbiggin attracts considerable numbers of visitors in the summer months and the caravan site.
now provided with greatly improved amenities in the way of water supply, washing facilities, san-
itary accommodation and regular scavenging service, is proving very popular and is an asset to
the town.

The sandy beach is ideal for children and the golf course, tennis courts and bowling green
provide recreation for older holiday-makers.

Area in ACIES i e . o 1.841
Registrar-General's estimate of resident pupu]auun E L L 1010
Rateable WYalue e e T e el e g e . o £70.721
One Pennv Rate pmqlucu e e e e T L £2068
Number of inhabited houses (end of 1956) ... R e 2,997
VITAL STATISTICS
BIRTHS
Live Births: Total Male Female
Legitimate i, L 171 i) 81
e i e e e s s o ] 4 4
179 ug g5
Crude Birth Rate per 1,000 of the estimated r-.:::idcrulpupulnl'tml ...................... 17.88
Standard Birth Rate (Crude Birth Rate x Comparabality Factor 099 ... 17.70
Still Births: Total Male Female
Legitimate e e e o AN I | =
Fate per 1.000 of the 1otal (live and still) ]'mll'n .............................................. 5.56
Bate per L1000 of the tofal poplllON  ....cocoiiiiiiininsrnimse s s sarsnaps s anes s gnss e 0,10
DEATHS
Total Male Female
09 49 50
Crude Death Rate per 1000 of the population ... . 2 959
Standard Death Rate (Crude Death Rate x € 1'||11p.|r.1h'|l|1'n Factor 1.26) ...... 12.46:
[eaths from Puerperal Cauwses (Heading 30 of the Registrar-General's shor Tists) :
Pregnancy. Childbirth., Abortion ... LS S PR Nil
Rate per 1000 towl live and still Births ..ooooicoeriinsiiniinimsinrs snsriiinsinns s nsnn il
Death Rate of Infants uader | year:
All Infants per 1,000 live births ... 2215
Legitimate Infants per 1.000 L;_x,u;um.ru;, IRRRHIRE 17.56
||]L+|[|m.||., Infants per 1000 1|.|1.|...|I||!hll1. live DITTHS oo irensnnsiantnrsarmanns |l.ﬁ
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) ..o R o 15 .
Deaths from Measles (all ages) N e e R L R o ?‘\:ll
Deaths from Whooping {'vugh iyl e b et e e s e e e MNil
Deaths from Diarrhoea (Umder 2 Years) ....ccvirocroeiniimei i feni e il
Deaths of Infants under 4 weeks of age: Total Male Female

LefiimAalE © .reriiaresrisireiin s e e SRS 3 | 2
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CAUSES OF DEATH,

1956,

Male Female

Tuberculosizs, FeSpitalolmy ooeecehes dosmsdnd ded g akh - rans it iss a8 ns -_— -—
Tuberculosis {other FOrMS) ..o viiiiiieirn s rans e s re s snsasssannnns o —_
Syphilitic Diseaze  .....ccoocomrimieisrna L o St — =
DIPOERELIR . s insroy ommmesinsinsns s inyans srsr s rnnaer sy s amsasdhrmvanisananias -— —_
WROODIDE CAUEI oo i oo s s s s ms e Sy w i s RS — -
Menimaomoctal TibEChEIE. © iisive e s e s s MRy s 4 i s e — —
REnte: PollOmMElIE: o sron s e v s s e S e e s ol sy — —
IR REREE s b it e e £ kPR e W P SR s R e e e — -
Other infective and pargsilic diSEASES .. oot ivmiiiiiiassrsns i ras s s — =
Malignant Meoplasm, stomach ..ot 2 2
Malignant Meoplasm. lung, Dronchus ...ccoiiiviameneriemns it - —-
Malignani MNeoplasm, Bredst it desveaansasiasssnsnsss - 1
Malignant Neoplasm, MIBTUS ..o iiiii e i st fa baes i sa s — 1
Other Malignant and Lymphatic Neoplasms ............oociiimiiianicainn 3 5
Eeukazmia, AlevbSemia: = & e e R e - |
b 1 T e e T e -—
Vascular Lesions of Nervous Svstem . i inenes i 11
Coronary Disease, Angina  _........ (1] 3
Hypertension with Heart Disease 1 7
Cither Hearl DISPASES  oiiviievesrmeerssisnmsrnsrnsrerssnianssssssssmasnsenrnes 15 12
Other Circulalory DMSERSES i iieaeriniireaiemireianasionss p i —
AT T E T G N O WS (o DR oo ok e S By e L L e -
EISMMORTE. o cicniiensmns s i i s s sons 0 e ni o e S e S s RS 08 i 1 1
Bronchitis 3 e
Other Discases of Respiralory SYSIBIM ...ocoeiiveciiiiiiiiiniioisioie —- -
Ulcer of Stomach and Duodemm .. ...ooiiiiiiiiie i ies vanen s s saes 1 —
Grastritis, Enteritis and Diarrhoea  .iiiiiiiimonian — —
Nephritis and Nephrosis 1 =
Hyperplasin ol ‘proshite i i a s a | -—
Prepoancy. Childbirth, AbBOTUOR oo o i s v siasin: —_— —_
Congenital -Malformations e o s i | 1
Other Defined and Hil-defined Duseases ... . iiiiiiiioninns | b
Molor NMehicle Aeeidenls: i i mrrr e e e e i | 1
Alllather hoeilents S s ina s inae sty ol s 1 2
T T | P o A e e et e R e s e e i e = 1 —_
Homicide and Operations of War ....................... —

Deaths of Infanis wnder 1 vear:

Legitimate
Illegitimalte

.........................

Total Male Female

3 1 2
............... 1 = I
4 I 3



CHIEF CAUSES OF DEATH AT NEWBIGGIN

Tolal MNo. % of Total

Deaths
[maeases of the Heart and Circulabion ... ..o, 43 43.43
Vascular Lesions Of MErvous SYSEEML L ooviiitiio it erarnseensasasenns 17 17.17
Misligeant Meaplaems: 80 i i s s R R TR e : I35 15.15
75 75.75

INFANTILE MORTALITY, 1956.

Uinder 1 2 3 Total 1-3 4-6 7-9 10-12 Total

Cauze of Leath 1 day davs week weeks weeks under mths mths mths months under

| month l yvear
PremmEurity. . esnsmsas i ] — — = 3 - -— —_ —_ 2
Congenital Abnormaiity — —_ -— — - — _— _ 1 — 1
Maternal Toxaemia .... = i — — — i — — — — i
Total 1 2 — — - ] R 1 — 4

The total number of infant deaths was 4, giving a death rate of 22.35 per 1,000 live births.
compared with 6 deaths and a rate of 31.25 in 1955, Neonatal deaths accounted for three-quarters
of the total.

The corresponding rate for England and Wales was 23.8 per 1,000 related live births.



SECTION B

GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA.,

Laboratory Facilities.

These are provided by the Public Health Service in the Laboratory situated at Newcastle

General Hospital. The extent to which the facilities have been utilised is shown below.

Specimen sent by

Regional Hospital Board Physician ...............

General Practioner

Medical Officer of Health ...ooooeiiiiiiiiiiinnn

Medical Officer of Health ......cocvvviiiiiiiinnnnn

Creneral Practitioner

Specimen
Sputum for B. Tuberculosis ....
Faeces for Pathogenic Organisms

Faeces for Pathogenic Organisms

Blood for Widal -.....oomaisia

Urine for Pathogenic Organisms .....

Pos.

Eand

13

Neg.

Ambulance Facilities.

The ambulance service in Newbiggin is provided by the Northumberland County Council
with ambulances stationed at Ashington. At North Seaton Colhery the Miners’ Welfare Committee
continues to run its own ambulance service, but any North Seaton resident not entitled to this ser-
vice can obtain the use of a County Council ambulance when necessary.

Nursing in the Home,

This service is administered and provided by the Northumberland County Council, and nur-

ses are stationed as follows:

Newbiggin

Morth Seatont  ......oooenvees

Maternity and Child Welare Services.

Ihese are provided by the Northumberland County Council and clinics are held at the Child
Welfare Centre at Jubilee Terrace, Newbiggin and at 18, High Double Row, North Seaton Colliery.



SECTION C

Water.

Water is s:upp_licd by Tynemouth Corporation to the whole of the District with the exception
of North Seaton Village, where 18 houses and one farm are supplied by water from North Seaton
Colliery.

The water is chlorinated and is of an excellent standard of purity. The supply is adequate and
averages approximately 24.5 gallons per head per day.

2,140 houses, or 719% of the total occupied houses. have a fixed bath, and only 22 houses are
without an internal water supply.

Sewerage and Sewage Disposal.

While the sewerage of the area is normally satisfactory, trouble is still caused by flooding of
the low-lying area during spells of heavy rainfall, particularly when these coincide with high tides.

The large drain which discharges on to the beach at Bridge Street still gives cause for concern.
and will have to be watched carefully. It is hoped that when the sewage scheme for Woodhorn
Village is put into operation the danger will be greatly reduced.

Public Conveniences.

There are four. situated at Prospect ']j"lucg, Bridge Street, Milburn Park and the Promenade.
They are periodically inspected. well maintained. and with the exception of the one at Prospect
Place are adequate.

Public Cleansing.

A regular twice-weekly collection of houschold refuse is maintained. and no complaints were
received during the year.

The streets. promenade and foreshore under the control of the Council are maintained in a
clean condition. A certain amount of offensive matter in the form of fish-heads and mussell shells
was deposited on the beach, and it will be necessary to take more stringent measures if this nuis-
ance is to be prevented.

Rivers and Streams.

Two small streams run close o the housing estates of Spital and Woodlea. That at Spital per-
dically overflows on to lowlving land, while the other carries sewage from Woodhorn Village.
They are both offensive during hot weather, both from smells and from mosquitoes and midges
which breed in and around them. It will be necessary for the Council to take action in the near
future to deal with these problems.

Shops and Food Premises.

A strict control is maintained over these, and it is very gratifying to see the high standard
maintained in the vast majority of premises. In particular the multiple shops and the Co-operative
Society have carried out all my requirements without question, and have even asked what I would
suggest o make their food rooms more hygienic.



Ihe problem is now resolving itself into one of education. Education of the general public to
note unhygienic practices and to report them, and education of the food handlers themselves. A
number of times it was observed that even when the most up-to-date equipment was provided, its
value was nullified by the assistant handling food such as cooked meat with the bare hands. imm-
ediately after having handled money. root vegetables, and even in one case after having patted and
fondled a dog.

Fradication of Vermin,

It is gratifying to report that not a single complaint was received during the year of infesta-
tion by bed-bugs.

Spraying of rooms for cockroaches, which is carried out free of charge, was done in three
Cases.

Schools.

The six schools in the area have main water supplies and water-closets. They and the assoc-
ated school canteens were visited on several occasions during the year and were found (o be in
excellent condition.

Rudeni Control.

The work of eradication of rodents continues throughout the area. The following table gives a
summary of the activities during the year:

TYFE OF PROPERTY

Local Dwelling Business Agricultural
Authority Houses
Mbof Properlies s s 10 24982 305 17
Mo, of Inspections as a result of:
Eomplame s R £ - 15 4 -
survey under the Act .......cooeonn. 10 54 s 4
Otherwise AR T — 159 174 12
Mo, of infestations . .....o..o.ooiiiiinnon.. 2 24 14 |
Mo, of propertics trealed by
Local AROrIY . ....ooooiinineersss 2 Rt | 14 1

Camping Sites,

Newbiggin Moor is now an excellent caravan site. Water supplies, soakaways and toilet and
washing facilities are provided and have proved adequate. The type of caravan has improved im-
mensely. and each van is inspected and approved before being used for letting.

I'he only trouble now is thal caused by straying horses wiich graze on the moor. Apart from
the damage 1o vans and the nuisance from refuse bins being tipped over. there is the actual physical
danger to small children. The site operator is trying to reach an agreement with the Frecholders
regarding either the fencing of the site (with access gates for the public) or the purchase of the
grazing rights.



FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 and 1938,

inspections were made of the 22 factories in the area. The following tables give details of
the inspections made during the vear and the defects found:

1. Imspections.

Mumber of
Premises | Number on i 2 :
i Regisier Written Occupiers
Inspections Motices Prosecuted

(1) iacmncs in which Sections
1. 2. 3, 4 and 6 are enfor-
ced by Local Authorities ... | 10 { 14 — =

{ii) Dllmr Factories ) |
in which Section 7 is enfor-
ced by the Local Authority | 11 21 — i

{iti) Other premises in which Sec- i
tion 7 is enforced by the
Local Authority {excluding
oulworkers' premises) ... 1 4 — —

i . e T, 22 ' w — —~

2. Cases in which defects were found.

™o, of cases in which defects were found Mo, of cases
i ' Referred | in which
Particulars Found Remedied | [ proseculions
; | To HM. | By HM.| _ were
I | | Inspector Inspector | instituted
Want of cleanhingess ....ooovvvrivanes | | 1 e — | =
ChvercroWwding .o cocicnianannian | — — — i = | R
Unreasonable temperature ... | — | — ; — — _
Inadequate ventilation .............. | _— f —_— [ T I _ —
Ineffective drainage of ﬂunrw et - ! — —_— | — —
Sanitary Conveniencos i | |
fa) Insufficient AR i T | = — - [ — | —
(h) Unsuitable or defective ...... Z [ 2 — | — —
() Mot separate for sexes........ —- | == e 2 s
Other offences against the Act ... | e == o I = =
I T 3 i — I o |




SECTION D
HOUSING

TABULAR STATEMENT OF HOUSING FOR THE YEAR 1956,

New houses completed during the year:

By Local BUthority . et
By other Bodies or Persons ......... 2

Closing and Demolition,

1. Houses demolished in ClearanCe ATBMSE  ....civiiveivinasominssmiasnsenresiosssssensissinssanas —-
2 - Houses demolished not in ClEaTanCe AT CAS ........coiivrimimsnriresmminssssnsnsnnnsnsesssssns —
3. Houses closed. not demolished . =
4. Houses permanently -.{l-i;-:ﬂnlm-,au.l as dwdlu‘:gh and nul m-::lu{icu.l m dbuvc ............ -
Repairs.

Houses made (it by procedure under either Housing or Public Health Acts:

|. By informal action ......... i
2. By owners, following :,ld.lutc-rgr e e o o etotvormn e :
3. Bl. Local Authority In default of owners ..........cccocivviiiiiicinininininn, i i o SO -
4. Demol mnn Orders revoked after reconstruction

5. Houses in Clearance Areas patched for temporary .;v:cummm!m.mn ..................... —

improvement Grants, Housing Act, 1949,

1. Applications submitted to Local Authority during }:’_‘;J.i" R i s T e e
L. Applications BEIEEINE ~ oo e b S R e s e R L e e
3. Applications approved : 23
4. Approximate average grant p:,i huuac I . 1 Gl 7 T R [
5. Total number of .nprr]lc.ilmn:. approved in arca since ml.eptmn mf schl.,mu, e s L L
Local Authority Houses.

l. Total number of houses owned by Local Authority .........covvviivviinrrninnnnnnnnees. 1083
2. Numhcr nl' temporary dwellings included in the above:

fh} Huu etc. o 21

3. Number of outstanding .Lpplu,dimn-a I‘ﬂr l',’:mncﬂ Hnuaus on list th thn, ani of \cgir .. 904



SANITARY INSPECTOR’S ANNUAL REPORT

Year ending 31st December 1956,

HOUSING
Structural Defects

NDampness
Owvercrowding

WATER SUPPLY

Insufficient
Unsatisfactory

DRAINAGE
Insa@icient oo
EREFEREES o e R

SANITARY CONVENIENCES
Insufficient

BIOEEEIIME. oy mscin simian e v e s's e md  w  mn
GENERAL

Food Premises L R

Dairies ... R L E R e

Slaughterhouses . e e e

B, T 1 R o R N

Offensive Trades
Factories and Workplaces

Keeping of Ammals  .....oooviriiiiiinciinsnnens

Insanitary Ashpits and Bins .....
Offensive Accumulations
Smoke Muisances ...

TOTALS .

Mo,

Defective Food Store ... .cocooiooiearinnn.

of Defects or

24
3
332

Contraventions of Bve-laws.

. of Iaformal
nolices served.

Mo,

36

168

e s
£ g )
s
= ) - o
= = s £ £
.2 e 5.5 5
- =¥ TR o
ES e B 4
Tt s g c 2
e . £
w2 a Ae -
o = @ 25 i
s -0 oo
= f=| Lt O en 3
3 = = o
k) = — EaC
30 = il
36 —- - - -
'\4 = =%
14 - -
| 5 e
B
15 =
3 - - —_—
41 --
I o =
192




Ihe following table gives a summary of the work cffected:

Sanitary Conveniences

Privv Ashpits and Privies abolished
Privy Ashpits and Privies repaired
Pail closets abolished o
Water closels provided

Sanitary hins provided

Sanitary bins renewed ..

Drainage

MNew drans constructed PR

Drains repaired and reconstructed
Addinonal gulhies provided

Old gullies replaced ... .. ...

Scullery sinks provided ...,
Scullery waste pipes repaired

Scullery waste pipes trapped ...

Yards repaired or reconstructed

By Informal
Action

38

Th
36

By Statutory
Molice

Total

I8

T6
Rl

S S




SECTION E

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD

Milk Supply.

Number of Registered Dairies ...........cococenvnnnenes 3
Number of Registered Distributors ..................... 12

Meat and Other Foods,

Slaughtering is carried out at two abattoirs at Newbiggin. The total animals killed during the
yvear was as follows:
Bovines—674.  Calves—I15. Sheep and Lambs—1921.  Pigs—>504.

Condemnations during the year were: 12 Bovine Lungs. 3 Bovine Heads and Tongues and 4
Pig Heads for Tuberculosis: 3 Bovine Lungs and 5 Pig Plucks for Pneumonia, and 73 lbs. Beef
for bruising.

Unsound Food.

The following foodstulls were voluntarily surrendered during the year and found to be unfit
for human consumption.

Canned Goods (including Meat, Fruit, Milk and Vegetables) ................coiiii. 124 tins
Sausage e L LR B g D S, 741 [ o1



TUBERCULOSIS

New Cases and Mortality during 1956,

NEW LCASES DEATHS
Age Groups Kesp. Nom-Hesp., Iesp ~ Non-Resp,
| IF | M I Total | M F | M I¥ Total
Under 1 vear et e - - _— — e [ — =

1 - 4 vears — | — - - —_ — — — — —

5 - 14 yvears i —_ — - 1 — — — — —
15 24 vears 1 || == = 1 e ; . X e ot
25 = 34 venrs — 1 — - - | T e — = —
35 44 vears 1 | —- p— s 1 s o s = L
45 54 vears - e S - nam. - —— = e
55 - G vears 1 ] L RS > e R i &
65 - T4 Vears —_— — = - — — — — — po
75 vears and over 1 — I — 1 = e i S
Age Unknown = . | = s o = == — — -

_' G e e e 1 e se e e e e
Total H5 2 | e = 7 Py b= e — |

Seven new cases of tuberculosis were notiflied in 1956, an increase of 3 on the number for the
previous vear. No case of non-respiratory tuberculosis was notified and no death was attributed o
any form of the disease.

Case Rate of notthed Tuberculosis ... i 0699 per 1000 (D.602)
Case Rate of Respiratory Tuberculosis ...............ccciviiiiiiiiiiiiiinnee..,, 0,699 per 1,000 (0.401)
Case Rate of Non-respiratory Tuberculosis Nil (0.201)

Pesth: Rate from TuberculoRis .. ... s s v s cmibnsass | L0 EET)
The figurcs in brackels are the corresponding rates for 19355,

Death Rate in England and Wales in 1956 ........cooocvncerinmmnsrarmimsmsansansrnnnnse. 0021 per 1,000



MALIGNANT NEOPLASMS

~ The following table shows the deaths. in age groups, resulting from Malignant Neoplasms of
different sites:

MORTALITY FROM MALIGNANT NEOPLASMS DURING 1956.

X Site =- MALES . FEMALES

Sl= &38| X ol 80 - - -
slR(2|a|s|R|&|[s|a|s|(n|2|2|a
Tongue | = — ] = ] = 1 B P e o | ] | e
Mouth - = — = - | R T | 1
Breast — = = = - = = — = 1 = = = 1
Stomach —_ | =] = 1 1| =~ 2 —_ = = = 1 1 9
Pancreas ... —_— = = —_ = = - = (=P = e ==
Colon _— = = = = | = = == = = = 1
Uterus — | = | e | - — — 1 = i —=il— 1
Bladder SEEhL T e e I == 1 e s e e e T

Lymphatic & Haemato-

poietic Tissnes —_ = = | = | = - —_ —_ |- | el
Unknown .... | ] [ | s o e | FL Y e ] — 1
Totals e I = = 1 2 | 5 —_ 2 2 1 i 1 10

In 1956 the number of males dying from this cause was 5 and the number of females 10. The
corresponding figures for 1955 were 13 and 4 respectively.

Malignant Neoplasms of Lung and Bronchus.

Death Rate in Newbiggin— Nil.
Death Rate in England and Wales—0.407 per 1,000 population.

Malignant Neoplasms of all other sites.

Death Rate in Newbiggin—1.499 per 1,000 population.
Death Rate in England and Wales —1.668 per 1,000 population.

Malignant Neoplasms of all other sites.

Total death rate in Newbiggin 1.499 per 1,000 population.
Total death rate in England and Wales—2.075 per 1,000 population.



SECTION F
PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES
Hospital accommodation for cases of infectious disease is now provided by the Regional Hos-
pital Board at Walkergate Hospital, Newcastle.

TABLE SHOWING ANALYSIS OF NOTIFIED CASES OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES
UNDER AGE GROUPS.

| | | -.:
| & = & i " | o ® | o P e
| = 3.1 | = = - = = | b I E -
= - T ] 5 ] ] et
| 8 (= | & :_ = | & | 3| 3 T g | ==
1 r m o - - - - - -y - i
| hsease e | = = 7 I 5 Y | RS e et e =2 &
= [ e - - ] fut | = | = = | 1 o =
. —~ - L ¥ = -
. [ = [ = ol SO T o 1 B
. - | | |
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Notiiications of infectious disease were very few m 1956 and there was no outbreak of note.
Whooping Cough.

There were 31 cases of Whooping Cough notified. No deaths were attributed to this discase.
During 1956. 174 children received prophylactic injections against Whooping Cough.

Diphtheria.
This disease has not been scen in Newbiggin since 1950 and it has caused no deaths during
the past 9 years.

Diphtheria Immunisation,

During the year 171 pre-school and 9 school children completed a course of primary immun-
isation and 112 pre-school and 114 school children received re-inforcing injections.

Al 3lst December 1956 it was estimated that the immunity indices, i.e. the percentage of child-
ren who had received prophylactic treatment during the previous five years, were as follows:

36.07 of children under 1 vear.

85.48 of children aged |1 to 4 vears.

74.23 of children aged 5 to 14 years.

74.69 of all children under the age of 15 vears.

These ligures are very satisfactory and particularly so in the younger age groups where protec-
tion Is so very important. In addition to the above, 555 children had completed a course of treat-
ment atl some time prior to 1952,









