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Fublic Health Department,
21 Carr Hoad,
NELSON .

27th July, 196k,

To the Chairman and Members of the Health Committee,

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present my Annual Report on the Health and
Sanitary Circumstances of the Borough of Nelson in respect of the year
ending 31st December, 1963,

The form and content are in accordance with the Ministry of Health
Circular 1/64, dated 13th January, 1954. 1963 has been a year of steady,
if unspectacular progress, and with a full staff of Public Health Inspectors
for the greater part of the year, the Health Department can confidently
maintain that our service has worked efficiently for the benefit of the
Borough, with no undue delays or chstacles.

A major disappointment was the "bombshell" that future supplies of
gas coke could not be guaranteed. Thie came just after the completion of
our detailed survey of the first proposed Smoke Control Area. Obviously
the Minister could not confirm the Order as it stoed, and a re-survey in
ragpect of alternative fuels showed the costa te be quite out of the
question., In view of this, early in 1964 the Corporation reluctantly
decided to postpone any further implementation of the Clean Air Act, and
Nelson remains one of the few towns in East Lancashire without at least
one smoke control area. Observations of factory chimneys have brought to
light 19 offences against the Clean Air Act, 16 actually from 4 chimneys.
Friendly advice and discussiocn with the management has been the policy,
and in 3 cases, quite extensive alterations have been made to boiler plants.
A persistent hard core of offenders remains, however, and I now consider
that prosecution should not be ruled out.

Another highlight in 1963 was the severe winter, with the prolonged ice,
deep snow, frozen water pipes and fractured gas mains. No tragedies of
elderly people dying alone occurred in Nelson, and we were able to provide
accommodation without undue difficulty, for people where water or gas made
their homes temporarily uninhabitable. There was no undue rise in the
number of deaths, early in the year, indeed, there was a marked reduction
on the previous years fipures. The Repgistrar Generalfs mid-year estimate
of population remains at 32,000, despite, for the second year, an excess of
births over deathe, A continued movement of families out of the area can
only be the regrettable conclusion.

The unfortunate result of this, is that houses are standing unsold, and
in all areas of the town, through the wind, rain, hooligans, etc., are causing
a nuisance problem, unknown elsewhere in the country. We have very little
powers by which to deal with them, and really can only treat them as
individual unfit houses, by a Closing Order, when they have deteriorated
sufficiently. This is no sclution, as empty derelict houses scon depress a
neighbourhood, and can set up a "chain reaction" as better class people move
away.

During the year, there was a certain amount of apprehension over a
number of Commonwealth immigrants who came to live in Nelson. A detailed
survey showed that concern about overcrowding, noise, cooking smells, etc.,
was guite unfounded. These people are good workers, showed a generally
higher standard of politeness and co-operation than we find amengst our own
countrymen, and have made great steps to integrate into the community. Their
customs and ways of life differ from ours (they may not like our cabbage
smells), but they are learning rapidly, and should have plenty to offer in
service to Nelson. They are here to stay, and should be made welcome.
Emotional ocutbursts over established conditions solve nothing.
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The short-time working in cotton which had been a feature of 1962
continued throughout the firat half of 1963, and in the early spring the
engineering industry in the town was affected by short-time working for the
first time for many years. Although most of the other industries in the area
did not diacharge workers or have recourse to short-time working, the trade
recession which affected the whole country was reflected locally in the
cessation of recruitment of labour at many firms. It accordingly became
increasingly difficult for people, especially men, to find work or a change
of work.

This situation was aggravated by the closure of four more textile mills
and by the discharge of some workers (gemerally in the older age groups) from
other textile mills whose re-equipment programmes necessitated a reallocation
of labour,

NHevertheless, despite the uncertainty in textiles, which iz atill the
town's main industry, the more progressive firms went ahead with the installation
of modern automatic equipment. At one firm the need to run the new eguipment
to full capacity has led to the controversial measure of employing women
volunteers on night-shift work - a measure new, at least, to this area,

Towards the end of the year all industries shared in the nation-wide
revival of trade, and the amount of short-time working reduced steadily to
negligible proportions. Employment opportunities, particularly for young
women, increased, and the year anded on a more buoyant note.

CLIMATOLOGICAL CONDITIONS

January

Zaeterly winds and temperstwes around freezing point which were features
of the latter part of December, continued more or less all January except for
a very short spell around the 4th and 5th and again from the 25th - 29th.

Snow falls which occurred from the 2nd - Sth, were rather heavy cn the
3rd when strong winds caused some drifting. From the 7th - 12th it was
generally dry, but day temperatures remained around freezing-point and night
frogts were severe from the 11th. It was foggy on the 11th and freezing fog
ogcurred during the night followed by further spnow showers, some fairly
heavy on the 14th, 15t anau‘lﬁth, although on the 1ith and 15th, day
temperatures rose to 2° - 3 above freezing point. Heavy snowfalls occurred
during the night of the 19th and continued almost all the following day, when
these were accompanied by gale-force winds giving severe blizzard conditions.

One or two fine days with some bright sunshine followed, but temperatures
remained sub-zerc until the 25th when the daily maximum rose to a few degrees
above freezing point and remained so until month-end. The night temperatures
of the 27th, 28th and 29th were above freezing point, the first for about &
weeks, although they dropped again on the 30th and some snow showers followed.

The night frosts were very severe and there were many freezing days;
ground frost was recorded every day and air frost on 28 days. In spite of
the snowfalls it was a relatively dry month with above average sunshine. Mean
temperatures, maximum 32.5 F. and minimum 22,5 F., making it the coldest
January on our records (which commenced in 1926), and reported naticnally as
the coldest month of the century.
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February

The bitterly cold weather of January with day and severe night frosts
continued through the first week of February with snow showers which were
heavy on the 7th, and strong winds which had commenced on the 6th caused
some drifting.

A change occurred with the second week, a thaw commenced during the day
of the 8th and afterwards day temperatures were above freezing on every day
but one, although the nights remained cold. Severe snow showers occurred on
the 11th and 12th, and snow and rain showers on the 1h4th.

During the third week the very cold weather returned with day
temperatures around freezing-point and extremely c¢old nights, but thesa
conditions did not continue, as the last week was fine and sunny with warmer
days, although the night temperatures showed little if any improvement. The
minimum on the 25th dropped as low as 12.9°F.

Altogether it was a quite bright, dry, but very cold month, there ha
been almost 60% more than average bright sunshine, the sunniest since 1956, and
short of 70% average precipitation. Neither the maximum nor minimum
temperatures rﬂached the monthly average on any day of the month. The mean
maximum was 7.9 F. hElﬂH average and the lowest since February 1947, whilst ‘I:hﬁ
mean minimum was 9.0°F. below average and the lowest on our records for
February. Ground and air frost were recorded on every day of the month.

March

March =zaw the end of the very cold winter and it was a very wet month. The
opening days were fine and sunny but very cold, with maximum and minimum
temperatures below seasonable average. On the 6th both increased above this,
for the first time in the year, but this heralded quite a wet spell which lasted
until the 18th., During this time temperatures fluctuated somewhat, cold days
from the 10th - 12th were followed by two guite mild days on the 14th and 15th
and then temperatures remained seascnable until the 21st. BPBarcmetric pressure
increaged appreciably that day and the wind gﬂt round into the north te east
sector, day and night temperatures fell, and in fact, ground frost occurred
again during twe or three nights. However, this was short-lived, the wind got
round to south, temperatures increased and on the 2hth heavy rain occurred,
0.87" being measured. Several wet days with varying temperatures followed, but
the last day of the month was warm and sunny.

In spite of the many temperature fluctuations the mean maximum and minimum
temperatures were average for March, and so was the amcunt of bright sunshine,
but the rainfall was 40% above normal making it the wettest March since 1957.

April

During the firet fortnight the maximum daily temperatures were cunutantl:
subnormal, by as much as 6  or 7  some days, and the night temperatures algo
were below average. Snow fell on the Uth and Sth, and again cn the 11th and
12th, Good Friday and Easter Saturday.

After baster there wos an improvement, the days were warmer and with two
excepiions remained so until mcmt-h-&ndq On the 23rd the maximum was as high
as 61 F., or approx:.ma‘bel]' 9° above average. From the 14th night
temperatures alsc, with one exception (the 19th), were ahugn average, This
improvement meant that the means for the month were only 1 less than normal,
although air frost had been recorded twice and ground frost on 12 occasions,
mostly during the first half of the month.

May

May brought cold; dull and changeable weather, but on the whole it was
drier than usual.
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It was particularly cold during the first week, although afterwards the
night temperatures were normal; the days, with two exceptions, remained below
average until the 25th when there was an appreciable improvement. The
weather became more settled and day and night temperatures increased, and
although there was a fall on the 28th and 29th both these days had over 13
hours bright sunshine. On the 30th, the day temperature again rose, followed
by a rapid increase intc the seventies on the following day which was the
warmest eince 2nd September, 1961.

Although there was some rain measured on 18 days, the total was almost
half an inch below average and it was the driest May for 3 years and the
sunniest since 1959, in spite of the fact that the total bright sunshine was
more than 12 hours below the average for May.

June
June opened with 12 days of ideal weather. Day temperatures were nicely
above average, in the seventies from the 7th - 12th; most days were very
sunny, five had more than 14 hours each; and until the 12th there had been ne
measuregble rain.

However, approximately a third of an ingh of rain fell on the 12th, and en

. tha 13th the temparature showed a drop of 10°F. From then conditions

deteriorated. For the next six days the day temperatures fluctuated and after-
wards were helow average until month-end, but the mean maximum for the month
was normal,

Apart from four cold nights at the beginning of the month the night
temperatures were generally above average and the mean minimum temperature was
rathn: above normal. Rainfall totalleg 3.59", and this fell during the pericd
12th to 30th inclusive. It was more than an inch over average and made it the
wattest June for 5 years. There were no really sunny days during this latter
peried, but the total bright sunshine for the month as a whole was a little
more than average, 2% to be precise.

July

Dull days were the feature of early July, and some were rather cold, in
fact only one day, the fifth, was of July standard, and from the 10th there
were also a number of guite cold nights. The first and second days were rather
wet there being £" of rain each day, although there was no rainfall of
gipgnificance afterwards.

On the 20th there was a marked change, barometric pressure increased, the
day temperature roge to a few degrees sbove the seasonable average, almost 14
hours of bright sunshine were recorded and the night was less cold than of
late. Afte B there were many very warm days and the maximum thermometer
recorded 80 F. on the 30th, which was the warmest day since 29th August, 1961.
Total bright sunshine for the month was 109% of average.

Auguet

The warm, pleasant days continued into August, on the first and second
the maximum temperatures were in the seventies, but there was a decline on
the 7rd and again on the 4th when the maximum failed to reach normal. It
remained sub-normal for the rest of the month which gave a mean for the month
of L. o below average. MNight temperatures were variable throughout the
month. Although almost half were reasonable, there were two periods when the
nights were guite cold, one from the 14th - 18tk inclusive, and the second
commencing on the 28th was still operative at month end. That oday the air
minimum dropped to 40.7°F, and the grass minimum was only 34,1°F.

Only 70.9% of average bright sunshine was recorded during the month., On
the first day there were 13.4% hours, but afterwards there were 13 days either
without, or with less than half an hour.

It was the dullest August since 1959, but alsc the driest since that year,
as there was only 82% of normal rainfall,
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CLIMATOLOGICAL CONDITIONS

TABLES SHOWING COMPARISCH OF RAINFALL AND SUNSHINE FIGURES FOR 1963 WITH AVERAGE AMOUNTS,

AND AS A FERCENTAGE COF AVERAGE

22,

RAINFALL
Honth Jan. | Feb. | March | April| May | June | July| Aug.| Sep. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec.| Total
Amount in 1,21 | 2,31 | 3.67 | L4.00] 1.88| 3.59] 2.59| 3.75| 4.61 | 3.49| 6.63| 1.66| 39.39
inches
% of 26.9 | 67.7 | W6.2 | 163.3| 81.4[120.1) 67.6] 82.6| 1M4.1 | 73.3|139.9| 37.9| 88.6
average
Average
31 years 4,50 | 3.1 | 2.51 | 2.45| 2.31 2.99| 3.83] 4.5 | b.ob | 4.76 | L.7h| B38| 4b.46
Group % 69,0 123.2 88.23 84.9
of average
SUNSHINE
Honth Jan, | Feb. | March | April| May | June| Julyi{ Aug.| 3ep. | Oct. | Nov.| Dec.| Total
p”oﬂun in 32,72 | 73.6 | 87.4| 97.5| 160.4{180.4] 161.9{ 99.3| 121.4 | 67.3]| 24.6| 21.9| 1133.4
ours
% of 7.2 | 159.6 98.1 76,71 92.91102.0| 109.0} 70.9| 118.5 | 89.5| 68.3 ] 127.3 98.1
average
Average 25,6 | 46,1 88.1 | 127.1)] 172.71176.8 | 148.5] 140.0| 102,4% | 75.2 | 36.0| 17.2 | 1155.7
31 years :
Group % 1
of average =3 92.0 97.9 88.6
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CLIMATCOLOGICAL CONDITIONS

RAINFALL

Comparative Table showing amounts measured at various points during
the year with monthly averages, and during the previcus five years
with annual averages.

Newkh Ogden Sewage Coayear | Vlmtelosieal
1| Cosiea) | (zachem) | (lacnes |  (Gemetery)
January 2.25 0,61 1.40 1.21
February 1,15 0,53 2,21 2.31
March .45 3.30 4,08 3.67
April b, B2 3.83 4,86 4,00
May 2.69 2.02 2.00 1.88
June 4,93 3,30 5.20 3459
July 2.96 2.28 3.26 2.59
August 5.1k 3.65 4,96 3.75
September 6,17 4,69 5,39 4,61
October 5.82 3.55 3.93 3.49
Novenber 7.27 6.50 7:37 6.63
December 177 1. 57 2.15 1.66
Totals bg, 42 35,63 by 81 35,39
Eﬂ:"ﬂ"ﬁ b.12 2.97 3.7 3,28
1958 55425 46,17 50,53 45,31
1959 43,59 34,05 38.87 o 7h
1960 59.62 48.77 58.15 48.57
1961 63.81 47.79 52,17 47,80
1962 5l o140 41,53 45.03 40,14
:gg::;ﬂ 55033 43,66 8,95 43.31
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Early Neo-natal Mortality Rate

Deaths under 1 week per 1,000 total live births 1.6
Peri-natal Mortality Rate

5till births and deaths under 1 week combined, per
1,000 total live and still births 22.9

Maternal Deaths
Haternal Deaths (including abortion) Nil
Maternal Mortality per 1,000 total (live and still)
births Nil

COMMENTS ON VITAL STATISTICS

Po tion:

The Registrar General's estimate of the population as at mid-year was
52,000, the same as the estimate for the previcus year. Also for the second
successive year the number of live births exceeded the number of deaths, by
26 on this occasion compared with 24 in 1962. Previous to this it was as
long ago as 1948 since the number of live births exceeded the number of deaths,
giving what is termed a natural increase in the population. In 1948, however,
this was further sustained by other factors thereby giving an increased
population, whereas in 1963 the natural increase was equally offset by other
factors and the population figure remained static.

~ In the Registrar Generalis final statistics for the 1961 Census which
were received during the year, the population is shown as 32,292 comprising
15,176 males and 17,116 females. This is a decrease of 2,092 persons, 757
males and 1,335 females, in the ten years since the previous census. I have
ineluded an extract from these final statistice as an aprendix to this report.

Live Births:

Compared with the previous year there was a decrease of 20 live births
registered during 1963, making a total of 519 (274 males and 245 females).
This was the third successive year with over 500 live births and there has been
nothing comparable with this since the immediate post-war years of 1946, 47 and
48, The average over the period of the five years 1958 - 62 was LB8E,

In Nelson there were 466 live births registered, the same as in 1962, and
98 (8 more than last year) or 21.0% were outward transfers, that is born to
mothers who resided outside the borough. On the other hand 151 live births or
29.0% of the nett total of births assignable to Helson occurred outside the
borough and were inward transferable for statistical purposes.

‘The number of live births in the Maternity Home increased to 301, which
was 64.6% of the total occurring in Nelson, and of those 98 or 32.5% were to
mothers who lived outside the borough. All these figures show a small increase
on those of the previous year.

The Live Birth Rate was 16.2 per 1000 of population a decrease of 0.6 per
1000 on the rate for 1962, but 0.9 per 1000 greater than the mean rate for the
previcus five years.

There was an increase of 0.06 in the comparability factor supplied by the
Registrar General for use in adjusting the birth rate for external comparison
purposes. This increase is to compensate for the reduced number of persons of
child-bearing ages in the community compared with the proportion in England and
Wales as a whole.
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By use of this factor an Adjusted Live Birth Rate of 18.5 per 1000
population was obtained. This figure was an increase of 0.3 per 1000 on the
comparable rate for 1962 and was also 0.3 per 1000 greater than the National
Liwe Birth Rate for 1963 which itself showed an increase of 0.2 per 1000 on
the previous year.

Included in the total live births were 46 illepitimate births which were
equivalent to 8,9%. This was an increase of 8 on the number registered in
1962 and was the highest number recorded since 1908 when these births were
first recorded separately.

These gave Illegitimate Birth Rates of 1.43 per 1000 population, 88.6
per 1000 live births and 87.6 per 1000 total (live and still) births, which
exceeded the 1962 rates by 0.24% per 1000, 18.1 per 1000 and 18.7 per 1000
respactively.

Still Births:

Only 6 still births were registered, a decrease of 6 on the previous year's
figure, and incidentally the smallest number since 1955, in which year there were
also 6. An average of 14 was the figure for the previous 5 years.

The S5till Birth Rates were, therefore, 11.4 per 1000 total births, the
smallest since 1950, and 0.187 per 1000 population, the smallest since 1955. The
corresponding national rates were 17.3 per 1000 total births and 0.32 per 1000
population.

Deaths:

There wac a reduction again in the number of deaths registered during the
year, making a total of 493 (241 males and 252 females). This was the smallest
number since 1958 and 27 less than the mean for the previous five years,
Calculated on the estimated population of 32,000 this gave a Crude Death Rate
of 15.4 per 1000 population, which was a reduction of 0.7 per 1000 on the rate
for 1962 and was the smallest death rate since 1958. The average death rate for
the previous five years was 16.3 per 1000,

The Comparability factor having been reduced to 0.91, a reduction of 0.04,
gave an Adjusted Death Rate of 14.0 per 1000 population. This was a reduction
of 1,3 per 1000 on the rate for the previous year, and was the amallest since
1955, but still 1.8 per 1000 greater than the National Death Rate which' 1t&u1f
showed an increase of 0.3 per 1000 on the death rate for 1962,

Looking at the causes of death, Heart and Circulatory Diseases are the
most prominent again with 191 deaths or 38.7% of the total, and a death rate
of 5.97 per 1000, These fipgures are very similar to last year. Within this
group of diseases, Coronary Disease/Angina heads the list with 106 deaths or
55.5% of the group total, followed by Vascular Lesions of the Nervous System
with 84 deaths. Although this latter cause had 6 less deaths than in the
previous year, it still forms 17.0% of the total deaths from all causes.

There was an increase of deaths from Cancer, giving a total of 81, the
highest since 1959, The death rate from this disease, the third principal
cause of death in Nelson, was 253 per 1000 population, about average for recent
years, compared with the National Cancer Death Rate of 2.15 per 1000. The
local rate of 0.53 per 1000 for cancer of the lung and bronchus, is almost
identical to the National Rate of 0.52 per 1000 populaticn.

Although in the age group distribution of deaths the 75 - 80 years
group was again the largest, deaths in this group formed 2.0% less of the
total deaths compared with last year. Similarly the total deaths of persons
over the age of 65 yeare of age showed a decrease of over 2% of the total
deaths compared with 1962, but deaths in the 45 - 65 years group showed an
increase of 2.4% of the total deaths.
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The percentage of the total assignable deaths which occurred in hospital
during the year was 42.6% a reduction of 2.6% on the previous year, but average
for recent years. Looking a little closer at this analysis of deaths shows
that of the 369 which actually occurred in Nelson, 85 or 23.0% were in
hospitals or institutions. Also 52 of them, or 14.1%, were cutward transfers
to other districts. There were 176 deaths of Nelson residents ocutside the
borough, which amounted to 35.7% of the nett deatha for the year. Of these
96.6% occurred in hospitals or institutions, which is the same proportion as
last year, but a little higher than average.

Comparing the percentage ward distribution of deaths in 1963 with the
percentage ward distribution of population based on the Census figures showed
that Bradley, the largest ward, with almoet 17% of the population had 19.0%
of the deaths, whilst Cloverhill Ward with 13.0% of the population had only
a little over 11.0% of the deaths, but Southfield Ward with 11.0% of the
population had rather less than 9.0% of the deaths.

For the third successive year there were 8 deaths (3 males and 5 females)
from suicide, giving a suicide rate of 0.25 per 1000 population. Most of these
were due to ccal gas poisoning.

Accidents in the home accounted for 9 deaths and a death rate of 0.28 per
1000 mlation. These figures are the same as the average for the 10 years
1954 -~ 63 inclusive. The main causes of death in these cases were falls in
the home involving fractures with ensuing complications.

INFANT MORTALITY

The total of 12 infant deaths was an increase of 3 on last year and alsc
3 more than average over the previous five years. The Infant Mortality Rate
was 23,1 per 1000 live births, an increase of 6.4 per 1000 on the rate for
1962 and 2.2 per 1000 more than the National Infant Mortality Rate for 1963,
which incidentally, was the lowest such national rate on record.

~ An analysis of the causes of death in these 12 cases is shown in one
of the tables which follow.

Half of the deaths were infants under the apge of one month, which gave a
Neo-natal Mortality Rate of 11.6 per 1000 live births, a decrease of 3.2 per
1000 on the 1962 rate and 2.6 per 1000 less than the National Neo-natal
Mortality Rate.

HATERNAL MOBTALITY

Again it is pleasing to report that no mother died during, or as the
résult of child-birth during the year,

The National Maternal Death Rate for 1963 was 0.28 per 1000 total (live
and still) births.

The following Tables show:-

1. Birth Rates, Death Rates and Analysis of Mortality for England & Wales
~ and Nelson, 1963,
2, Nelson Vital Statistics 1963, and previous 10 years, with 5 years' averages.
3, Comparison of Nelson Birth & Death Rates with the National Rates, 1938 -
4, Causes of Death at Different Periods of Life during 1963 with equivalent
 Death Rates.
5. Death Rates from Various Causes, 1957 - 1962 inclusive.
6. Principal Causes of Death 1963 and previous 6 years.
?. Classification of Infant Deaths 1963, mccording to causes and ages.
8. Analysis of Cancer Deaths 1963, according to age groups and location of
~ growths.
9, Cancer Death Rates according to sites of growths,
10. Summary of Ages at Death, 1963.
11. Monthly Analysis of Deaths 1963, showing rates per 1000 population.
12, Honthly Analysis of Deaths in Wards 1963.
15 Da;éha occurring in Hospitals and Institutions in relation to total deaths
1963.









VITAL STATISTICS
VITAL STATISTICS FOR 1963 AND THE PREVIOUS 10 YEARS, WITH 5 YEAR'S AVERAGES

] Deaths Maternal Infat Mortality
Live Births | ypod cencesy Fidtihirihe Mortality __Total Neo-natal
Estimated Rate Rate Rate Rate
Year Hu.UH.._._._.Hﬁ.&u..ﬂ__H— No. Rate Ho. Rate No. per No, of per Hﬂn of per No. of per
Regis- PRr' | Regis- per Regis-| 1000 deaths | 1900 eaths | qp0p | deaths 1000
tered | 1900 | tered | 1900 | tored | total | T®8i8-| total | Fe8is-| 1jve | reglia-| 1jve
Hﬁ.u...._u. H_QH.___H_ _MIH.H..._...._HH tered births tered births tered births
1953 33,510 LE7 14,5] 526 15.7| 10 20 1 2.01 16 33 12 25
1954 33,390 370 11,14 505 150 11 29 nil nil 8 22 & 16
1955 33,220 3
1957 32,330 [

Average for 5 yrs.

1958 060 Lzz 13,51 489 9 20 nil nii 11 26 5 12

= §
1959 31,720 L74 4.9 526 ] 16 ] 33 nil nil 9 19 7 15
L o —
1560 31,470 Ley W8] 533 | 16 33 1 2,07 8 17 7 15
1961 32,140 530 16.5] 536 16.7] 17 %3 nil nil 7 13 & 11
1962 32,000 539 16.8] 515 6.1 12 2z nil nil 9 17 8 15
=z .fu_ u.m ST e TEe
Average for 5 yrs. L8E 15,3 520 162 4 28 02 0.42 9 18 7 i
o T 3 rﬂuurr-l = AT EL
1963 _ 32,000 519 _ 16.2] 493 15.4 & 11 nil nil 12 23 [ 12
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VITAL STATISTICS

COMPARATIVE TABLE SHOWING DEATH RAT=S

FROM

VARIOUS CAUSES FOR THE YEARS

1957 - 1962 INCLUSIVE

Causes of Death 1962 © 1961 | 1960 © 1959 = 1958 " 1957
Death Rate per 1000 of population
1. Tuberculosis, respiratory - 0.03 | 0.06 | 00.05 |00.03 ] 00,12
2. Tuberculosis, other forms - - - | 00,03 - 00.03%
3, Syphilitic disease 0.0% | 0.03 | 0.10 |00.03 | - | 00.03
4, Diphtheria - - - - - -
5. Wheoping Cough = - - - &= -
6. Meningococcal Infections - - - - - -
7. Acute poliomyelitis - - - - - -
8, Measles - - - - = -
9. Other infective and parasitic
diseases - 0.06 0. 0% - = -
10. Malignant neoplasms, stomach 0.50 | 0.47 | 0.35 | 00.73 |00.62 | 00,40
11. Malignant neoplasms, lung, bronchus | 0.50 | O.4% | 0.51 | 00.50 |00, 00,37
12. Malignant neoplasms, breast 0.1 0.25 | 0,19 | 00,19 |00.09 | 00.16
13. Malignant neoplasms, uterus 0.03 | 0.09 | 0.03 | 00.13 |00.22 | 00.06
14, Other malignant and lymphatic
necplasma 1.72 | 1.00 | 0.95 |0n.42 |01.56] 01.11
15. Leukaemia, aleukaemia 0,00 | 0,03 | 0.10 | 00,13 |00.03 | 00.16
16. Diabetes 0.09 - 0.10 | 00.16 |00.12 | 00,12
17. Vascular lesions of nervous system 2.81 | 2.58 | 2.80 | 02.90 |02.37 | 02.66
18. Coronary disease, angina 2.9% | 3.02 | 3.59 |03.28 |03.21] 02.9%
19, Hypertension with heart disease 0.19 | 0.25 | 0.25 | 00.25 |00.15 | 00.%3
20, Other heart disease 2.00 | 2.80 | 2.13 | 02,08 |02.46] 02.38
21. Other circulatory diseases 0.88 | 0.93 | 0.99 | 00.66 |00.56 | 00.59
22, Influenza 0.31 | 0.3 | 0,03 | 0000 - 00,16
23%, Pneumcnia 0.47 | o040 | 0.41 | 00,35 |00.25| 00.40
24, Bronzhitis 1.13 | 0.87 | 0.95 | 00.66 |00.81] 00.80
25, Other diseases of the reapiratory
syatem 0,16 | 0,06 | 0.06 | 00.09 |00.09 | D0.06
2b. Ulcer of stomach or ducdenum 0.09 | 0.12 | 0.25 | 00.22 |00.09 | 00,22
£27. Gagtritis, enteritis & diarrhces 0.06 | 0,06 | 0,10 | 00,00 - 00.06
28. Nephritie and nephrosis 0,09 | 0,09 | ©.10 | 00,13 |00.06 | 00.16
29, Hyperplasia of prostate 0,03 | 0.09 | 0,22 | 00,16 |00.09 -
30. Pregnancy, childbirth & abortion = - 0.03 - - -
31. Congenital malformations 0,16 | 0.03 | 0.06 | 00.06 |00,15| 00.06
32. Other defined & ill-defined diseaseq 1.56 { 1.68 | 1.52 [ 01,39 |01.22 ] 01.21
33, Motor vehicle accidents 0.16 | 0.15 | 0,16 | 00,16 |00.09| 00,19
34, A1l other accidents .31 | 0.50 | 0.70 | 0047 |00.37 | 00,43
35, Suicide 0.25 | 0.25 | 0,16 | 00.19 |00.15| 00.25
36, Homicide & cperations of war - 0.06 - - |00.06| 00,06
ALl causes 16,09 | 16.68| 16.93 | 16,58 | 15.25] 15.62
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VITAL STATISTICS

ison of the Frincipal Causes of Death

durin

1963 and the previous 6 years, 1957 - 1962

Principal Causes of Death Year:
: 1957 1 1958 | 1959 | 1960 | 1961 1962 | 1963
Heart and Circulatory Number 205 205 1990 219 225] 1921 1N
Diseases % of
Total umﬁ k1.9 37.8 | #1.1]| 41 3] 37.3| 38,7
. Rate per
1000 F-DPer 6,351 6.39 | 6.27 | 6.96 | 7.00] 6,00 | 5.97
Il Vascular lesions Humber 76 g2 &8 83 a0 Bl
| of the Nervous System % of :
Total 17.0] 15.5| 12.5| 16.5| 15.5| 17.5 | 17.0
I HRate per
i 1000 pop. |l 2.66 2.37 | 2.90| 2.80| 2.58] 2.81| 2.63
I cancer gumhar 92 o8 67| 73| 96 1
| of
;: Total .51 18,8 18.6 | 12,6 | 13.6| 14.7 | 16,4
| Hate per
E 1000 pop. il 2.25 ] 2.87 | 3.09 | 2.13 | 2,27 2.38 | 2.53
E- Respiratory Diseases Number 37| 38| k&) sS4| 66 53
I (excluding Tuberculosis) % of
i Total 7.6 7.2| 8.6| 10.1| 12.8| 10.8
| Rate per
i 1000 pop. || 1.42 | 1.15 | 1.20 | 1.46 | 1.68] 2.06 | 1.66
i Other or Ill-defined Numbexr 391 My b8l B3P R0 31
‘| Diseases % of
| Total 8.0 8.4 9.0 9.9] 9.7] 10.4
i Rate per
B 1000 pop. || 1.21] 1.22 | 1.39 | 1.52 | 1.661 1.56 | 1.59
‘f Accidents and Suicides Number 20 26 %2 29 23 2k
k % of
g Total #u" S50 6.0 Ea'll' I"‘iﬁ ll-z-g
% Rate per
1000 pop. || 0.87 | 0.62 | 0.82 | 1.02 | 0.90| 0.72 | 0.75
Infectious and Parasitic Number - - - 1 £ - -
Diseases (excluding % of
Tuberculosis) Total - - - 0.2| 0.4 = -
y Rate per
1&:{} w:- - - - Gnﬂ'} 'D&ﬂé - -
| Tuberculcsis Number 5 1 2 P 1 - 1
% of
Total 1.0| 0.2] 0O:b4)] Ouk| 0.2 - 0.2
Rate per
h ﬂm PD‘]:H 'Dn15 Gnﬂ} Dn% D-ﬂﬂ"ﬁ GGD} - Otn}
| All other causes Number 23 19 27 30 16 18 8
i % of
Total haﬁ 309 5‘01 5#6‘ 3-0 }IIE 1'vE‘
Rate per
1000 pop. || 0.71 | 0.59 | 0.85 | 0,95 | 0.50] 0.56 | 0.25
| Total deaths during the year 505 | 489| 526 | 533| 536| 515| 493
Estimated Population 32330f 32060| 31720] 31470| 32140 32000} 32000
Bl Death Hite 15.62| 15.25| 16.58| 16.93| 16.68 16.09] 15:41

|
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50.
WATER SUPFLY

Water for domestic and industrial purposes is supplied by the North Calder
Water Board to Nelson and the surrounding townships. The total population
supplied is rather more than double that of the Borough's 32,000, and the
average daily consumption per head of population is around 47.5 gallons per
day, of which 35,5 gallons is for domestic purposes. Annually the Board
provides approximately 1200 m. gallons of water for all purposes over their
area of supply, of which about three gquarters is for domestic use.

The supply is derived from upland surface gathering grounds and boreholes,
and as usual was satisfactory in both quantity and quality during the year. The
gathering grounds to the west and east of the town are centred on Pendle H11l
and the Ogden and Blackmoss Valleys, and on Boulsworth Moor and Coldwell Valley.
Northeastwards Emmott Moor serves as a gathering ground for the northern part of
the Board's area. The two boreholes, at Whitehough and Corn Cloge, are capable
of supplying over 1 m. gallons per day. Total reservoir capacity for storage
purposes amounte to ower 410 m. gallons, with compensation reservoir capacity of
135 m. gallons.

Water treatment plants are in use at Barley, Coldwell and Laneshaw, serving
the thres service reservoirs at Ridgaling, Waldshouse and Bents. The first two
gervice reservoire serve Nelson, and are situated at altitudes of 755 and 718.5
fest respectivaly, heights well above the urban areas of the district, which in
general lie batween the 400 and 600 feet contours.

Bacteriological examinations were made of the raw water on 46 occcasions,
and of the treated water going into supply on 91 occcasions. Satisfactory results
were returned on 130 samples. AlLl ten of the chemical analysess on raw and
treated water gave satisfactory results., The waters have no plumbo-solvent
action.

With the excepticon of 19 dwellings, all premises in the borough are served
by public mains direstly into the premises, Thesa excepted premises, with an
estimated population of 51, are all in the outlying parte of the district,
remote from maines supplies, CZight new dwellings were connected to the water
supply during the year, necessitating the laying of 137 yards' extensions from
the mains., In addition, 556 yards of mains were replaced during the year., Ten
rows of houses, embracing one hundred dwellings, had joint service pipes
replaced. It is estimated that a further 250 houses would receive a more
adeguate water supply if the joint service pipes to those propearties were
replaced,

DRATHAGE AND SEWERAGE

The whole of the district is sewered, with the excepticn of a few
isclated properties which are some distance from the sewerage system. The
Sewage Works at Linedred, situated within the areas of two edjoining loeal
authorities; is under the control of the Borough Engineer and Surveyor. A
dry weather flow of about 1.75 m. gallons of sewage are dealt with daily,
equal to almost 55 galleons per head of population,

The process of sewage purification takes the form of screening and
gettlement of suspended solids; followsd by the bactericlogical treatment proces
using percolating filters and humus tanks. Recirculation of part of the
effluent is carried out in dry weather, the effluent being finally discharged
into Pendle Water, Storm water up to three times the dry weather flow is
subjected to the full process of sewage purification, and sbove this factor
storm water passes through settlement tanks to be discharged direct inte Fendle
Water, Storm water above six times dry weather flow is diverted to streams at
suitable points as it passes through the town. Screenings from the settlement
tanks are buried on the site, whilst the heavy sludge and liguid sludge are
stored and digested, later to be made available for agriculfural and
horticultural uee,




51,

The purity of the final effluent is checked frequently both by the
Borough Engineer and by inspectors of the Lancashire Rivers Board. Indeed,
part of the effluent may be pumped up to the Leeds and Liverpool Canal, to
reéplace water drawn from the canal for cooling purposes at the Huncoat
Power Station by the Central Electricity Authority.

The cost of this most wvital service amounts to a mere 2d, per person
per weel,

During the year work was commenced on the laying of & new sewer to
extend eventually from Valley Mills to Bradley Road. Seven new dwellings
were connected to the sewerage system.

SANITARY ACCOMMODATION

Bumbery of privy BIddenS sesssnsossvossosaseasessbssnsnns 23
Number of closets attached to these middens ...issuscass 22
mh“ Qf ml clﬁﬁatﬁ FEFF A FFERCRTC R ETEFER SRR R SE E}
Humbear of trough cloS8hE sssessesssssissnssssssinssaesas Nil
Number of waste water closets c..scesecssssrsassrsansess 3,819
Kumber of fresh water cloBetB  caissssccsssssssssnssssss 3,450

Conversions during 1963:

Humber of privy closets to fresh water closetS.ecssssrss Nil
Humber of privy closets to palls elc. sscsvssvssrssvnns Hil
Humber of peil closets to fresh water closets scevsncsss  HNil
Humber of trough closets to fresh water closetsS..sssessss Nil
Kumber of waste water closets to fresh water clogets ... 209
Number of premises at which movable dustbins were

enbatituted for fixed receptAcles s.essscsesssssrssoses Nl

The above figures relate to sanitary accommodation at all premises,
ingluding factories, schools, etc. at the end of the year.

There are 12,587 dwellings on the water carriage system.

RIVERS AND STREAMS

The responsibility for the detection of pollution in watercourses lies
with the Lancachire Rivers Beard.

PUBLIC CLEANSING

The duties of public cleamsing, comprising the collecticn and dis-
posal of house and trade refuse and the cleansing of streets, are
performed by the Cleansing Department, under the control of the Director
of Cleansing. This Department also undertakes the cleansifig and repair
of drainage, and the maintenance of various public conveniences in the
town. In connection with its own transport fleet it has vehicle repair
shops, and undertakes the testing of wehicles under Ministry of Transport
approval. Transport i= also hired to other Corporation departments.

A fleet of purpose-built vehicles is maintained for cleansing
purposes, and the introduction of a rear-loading dusl-tip refuse
collection vehicle has been a further step towards the ultimate of a
dustless collecticn of refuse., There are more than 13,000 movable
dustbins in the borough.

A1l refuse is disposed of by contrelled tipping at Swinden Holme,
where the level of the ground is being raised, to be laid out later as
playing fields., Ower 10,000 tons of refuse are collected annually, which
ameunts to more than 6 ocwht. per person. As far as circumstances permit,
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the aim is to provide a weekly collection of refuse from domestiec premises.
Irade refuse is collected weekly, and putrescible waste from butchers and
greengrocers is collected twice weekly, a charge being made for this
gervice. Cesspocl emptying is done upon request.
Metals, textiles and paper are salvaged from the collected waste.

PUBLIC HEALTH THNSFECTIONS

Wearly 4,000 visits were paid to 2,525 premises of all types in the
course of routine inepection and the investigation of complaints. The typea
of complaint remained much the same as in former years, predominantly
relating to dwellinghouses and covering such matters as lack of repair,
defective drainage, and the ever present water under floor.

In keeping with the present-day trend of wilful damage to vacant
property is "dumping disease", the attraction which an empty house yard or
a vacant plet of ground has for scme people who find an irresistible urga
to cover the emptiness with rubbish from their house, It is surprising how
far from their home some people will carry an old sofa or bed - it can't be
the neighbours to an enpty house, who dump, for it is they who complain,
The Cleansing Department will willingly remove surplus housshold furniture
free of charge, The habit of throwing waste food on to back streets to
feed birds is equally to be deplored - spart from the defacing of bulldings
which occurs when feral pigeons are attracted to the area, the practice is
also extremely likely to attract rats.

Other animal complaints during the year referred to the way in which
pigeons, rabbits and hens were kept, and referred to the smell or noise
arising from the activity. Complaints were alsoc made regarding nolsy dogs,
noisy business activities, and noisy people. Informal action resulted in a
reduction in the noise lewvel or even a banishment of dit.

In all, 399 defects or nulsances were discovered during the year, when
informal mction was taken con 157 cccasicns, and statutcery action was
necessary in 15 instances.

INSPFECTIONS  RE-INSPECTIONS

BﬂkEhWE'EE IR U B S T R S S e S A S A O S S et 1:5'1 13‘
Builer p]'uts ot FITFEFETOOTEARORTRODEFEST R DR D OORE 10 1
Butchers' BICODE sessvesssssnssssnsassnssssnns 140 8
GLOEATa WEEAT oo s mamis i R e it s ns e aln e 33 1k
Clogets waste WALBI cscsssressasesssesnsssnns 57 N
clﬁﬂﬁtﬁl ]'.lﬂ.il O S o A S S U A e S S S S i TR R A 2 ?
culd Btur&E BER A DA ETFE GO R RO R 9 Vory
Complainta recedved ..secsnssisossssssesnsnns 388 366
Conplaints confirmdd .sicessnssbsnssnnisense 210 Ey
Drains ingpected .sssusssissssnssnnsnasannsnn E? 5"‘
Draim leﬂletﬂry test eSS FSRA RS FOIOEEREE R TR TS 2 bemr
Drainﬁ cn‘lm teﬂt RO EFFR PR E R R R E R RN R 16# 121
Drains defactive s.sessassianinsinessssessssns 63 93
Educational talks Ei"fﬂn GoBbedeReaBOBREe R LD 1 -
Fiﬂh fryj-ns aEtabliE‘m“ntB E- BN - O RN RN & #
Food (preserved) manufacturers ceceessscsssss 108 2
Food catering establishments .oessvsscscsasas 207 40
Food shops & warehOUBBB .sssssssssssisssassns 273 &1
Factariﬂs - pwer LI B BRI O A B R B A A R 2’4 1?
Factoriss - NOU~DOWET scsccesssersssunsnssons 12 7
Fishmongers! BHODE sasssssesstnaniasanssnsans 19 1
Houses detailed inspection seccesssamcsssssss 1 10
Houses overcrowding wssacesscsscssssraresssnen 14 -

HQ“EE‘E m*e cmtrﬂl SR dadasbdddisnnnossnenD 5?1 II'?E
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INSPECTIONS  RE-INSPECTIONS

Ice=greaam manifacturers .:osscssssssssssss 13 2
Ice-cream Pﬂtﬂilﬂ'rﬁ GEdERUERBEsRE RO RO RSB ES 3' -
Infectious/notifiable diseases cosavssesss 35 35
Insect infastations c..cseaccsisnsocnassnse 9 2
B AT U e et e S e R e hag 2
Houses = slum Elﬂ‘ﬂma SHdBEEsREAR AN RREN D 1? =
L o T L T A 9% -
Hmt’ &Fm inﬂmctim F SRR O R B RN ) hBS -
Heat % Food condemations seececesssesssas 253 =
H‘EHHEB with mrﬂ SO PR SaEFe PR R s 111 -
Meetings with contractors s.cecsecsssnsssa L -
MIEoalIantoUul cissioasscssssnssssansssssis 221 b
NHotices served:

v'rhﬂl LR BB R R B B R I I 55 -

Informal S L A A 100 -

Etltutﬂrf 1LE e O L R S B e 15 =
Offansive acoumulAticnE .sossscscsssscsnss 2k 28
Pﬂ't WO E e dnantsassnasssiionesnssss 6 -
m‘huc hmaﬂ GRS SRS SIS T AR e h _—
3 T s b S s 17 10
Samples submitted:

LRI T T e e 50 g =

Milk (biological test) ..csscesesssssss 148 -

Milk (methyleme blue teBt) .oecavssssss 148 -

Milk (phosphatase test) ..cccesevccssas 21 -

Milk {turbi&:l.ty tﬂ‘ﬂt} BoBEBOBOBEBE D e a0 b 7

A O A e s T e s e ir s tidsnoriacss 2

Hlt“' Btgll PEFEFI I B LI T AT D RO % .
Slaughterhouses ..oveeerconsassssssssvanss 221 1
Saclte obmervaticns cesocsssssscossnsnnrenn 79 -
Tanta, vane & BHedE ..:ssscevassassssissss 2 -
Yerminous premifiel ..ceccsussssscssssassas 2 -
Hnt‘r Buwlr SO ORE SO R P RIS e SeE 15 15

SHOPS ACTS

The provisions of the Shope Acts are administered by the Shops
Inspector, a member of the staff of the Town Clerk.

CAMPING SITES AND MOVABLE DWELLINGS

There are no licensed sites within the Borough.

ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION

Heasurements of atmospheric pollution were continued during the year,
when recordings of deposite of solid matter, both soluble and insoluble,
along with determinations of the atmospheric sulphur content, were made at
the Climatological Station in Walton Lane,

The aggregate of total solids amounted to B6.17 tons per sguare mile,
the lowest annual figure since measurements were commenced in 1952. For
the ten years previocus to 1962, total deposits had averaged 150 tons per
square mile per year, and 1962 was the first year in which this figure was
below 100 tons, although recordings were possible in only eleven months of
that year. The individual monthly figures for 1963 were also remarkable
in that the total solids recorded during five of those months were the
lowest ever for those particular months. The figure for January was the
lowest ever for any menth at 2.81 tons, the previous lowest having been
344 tons in July of 1955.

Although at first sight most gratifying, these figures showing almost
a halving of atmospheric pollution should be read with caution. Since the
measurement of atmospheric pollution depends so much on the siting of the
recording apparatus and climatic conditicns, it is obvious that the one
recording station, with virtually open country to the north and east of it,
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will receive little polluticn when the wind is in the north and east. During
the first two months of 1963, it is probable that the wind direction was
largely from these guarters, which would account for the apparently almost
total freedom from pollution during those months, a most unlikely situation
when one considers the increased amount of coal which must have been burned
during that exceedingly cold period. Even allowing for reservations such as
this, it ie apparent that atmospheric pollution in the town is generally
decreasing.

Seventy-nine observations, each of thirty minutes' duration were made of
factory chimneys during the year. The nunber of offences recorded during these
observations was unusually high, 19 in fact - but 16 of these observations
showing offences related to four chimneys, and the observations were taken to
produce evidence that these particular chimneys were liable to emit excessive
amounts of smoke. As a direct result of these observations, the owners of
three of the offending boiler plants toock action to abate the smoke nuisances,
calling in expert fuel technologists to advise them, and acting upon that
advice, which in two of the cases was to involve large scale alterations to
the plant.

Cn the domestic side, the survey of premises in the area intended to be
the first of a series of emoke control areas was completed, estimates of cost
worked out, and the draft order prepared for approval by Committes. Unfortunate
the day of presentation of this draft order to Committee was alsoc the day on whi
the Minister of Housing and Local Government annocunced that supplies of gas coke
in the Nerth West, other than those to confirmed smoke contrel areas, could not
guaranteed. On-pesk electricity supplies also seemed an unreliable source of
heating, as did certain of the premium sclid smokeless fuels., Hard coke was said
te be in plentiful supply, and since a more elaborate type of appliance than the
open fire grate was necessary for the successful burning of hard coke, the
Minister would approve the payment of grant for such appliances, which were
necessarily more expensive, This disastrous information, which was later to be
applied to the country as a whole, came as a complete surprise to most local
autherities, many of whom called a halt to their smcke contrel programmes in
order to assess fully the implications of the Ministry's anncuncement.

The Minister weuld obviously not confirm the order about to be presented to
him by Nelson Corporation, since it relied on conversions of appliances to burn
gas coke., The only decision possible in the circumstances was for Health
Committee to ask for a re-survey of the proposed smoke control area. Inquiries
wers made regarding the likelihood of certain of the premium solid smokeless
fuels being available for this area, since the use of such fuels would not
involve conversiecns of appliances other than to aprroved cpen fires, that is,
the type of applicance estimated for in the first survey. The manufacturers
stated that the availability of such fuels could not be relied upon, ‘The whole
area, amounting to close on 600 houses; was then re-costed on the basis of
installing under-fleor draught grates, and openable and closed stoves., The
revised estimate showed the total cost to be fractionally over three times the
original estimate. When examined individuvally, the increased cost per house
varied greatly : in some houses, which under the old estimate would require
extensive works of alteration, the increase would be less than three fold, but
in about 208 of cases the increased cost would be seven or eight times the
first estimate. In two instances the expenditure would rise from a first
estimate of £1 to an estimated £46 : 10 : O,

In the face of these facts of increased cost, both to house-owners and
Corporation, and the anticipated shortage of s0lid smokeless fuels of warious
types in the next few years, as énvisaged in the White Faper "Domestic Fuel
Supplies and the Clean Air Policy", the question of proceeding with the
formaticn of smoke control areas in Nelson was still under discussion at the
end of the year,
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SWIMMING BATHS AND POOLS

The Corporation provide facilities for swimming and bathing, indoors
at the Public Baths in Bradley Road and outdoors at Marsden Park. The
Public Baths comprise two swimming baths, one 75 feet by 30 feet and one
50 feet by 20 feet. The Open Alr Swimming Pool has a swimming area of
100 feet by 35 feet, with a shallower area of 40 feet radius on one of
the long sides.

Mains water is supplied to both premises, where filtration and
chlorination plant is installed to maintain the purity of the water on a
continuous circulation basis. The Open Air Pool operates on a & hour
turnover period, the Public Bathas on a 3 hour cycle for the larger bath and
a 1 hour cycle for the smaller bath. Flans were in hand to install an
additional filter at the Public Baths, which would give a 60% increase in
turnover.

Bathing facilities are also provided at the Public Baths, where 8
slipper baths for ladies and 10 for men are provided.

DISINFESTATION

The services of the Department were enlisted on 47 occasions by the
ogoupiers of private dwellings who wished for assistance in disinfestation.
In addition, many other householders were supplied with insecticidal powders
for their own use, These services have been provided free of charge for
many years, and together with free disinfectant, have proved useful and
beneficial. A charge is made for disinfestation of premises other than
dwellings.

D.D.T.; dieldrin, lindane, and malathion, with pyrethrins as an
activator in some cases, have all given satisfactory results. The method
of application of a particular insecticide waries mccording to the
circumstances of the infested premises, and may be by means of smoke
generator; residual spray, powder blower, or lacguer,

Verminous infestations are rarely found nowadays, cockroaches being
the most usual insects encountered, with other non-parasitic insects such
as gllver fish and golden-spider beetles being reported occasionally. Cne
rather unusual disinfestation concerned the house moth, when literally
thousands of them were found to be breeding inside the spesker of a radio.

Since the closing down of the Nelson disinfection and disinfestation
plant, bedding and other articles which raquire to be disinfested in the
course of scabies treatment are dealt with at the Disinfestation Centre in
the County Borough of Burnley. Seven families were treated for scabies
during the year, one family requiring two courses of treatment. Forty-one
parents and children, together with bed mattresses, bed linen and personal
clothing, were treated. The treatment of persons takes the form of personal
bathing on three consecutive days, on the first two of which an insecticidal
emulsion is applied to the body. Bedding and clothing is subjected to steam
disinfestation, a complete change of clean clothing being taken by the patient
to waar after his bath and medical treatment. Transport of patients and
bedding to and from Burnley is effected by the Department's van. During 1963,
almost £40 was paid to Burnley Corporation in respect of treatments of scabies
patients and their bedding snd clothing.

RODENT CONTROL
This important public health measure is enforced by the Director of

Cleansing, who employs a full-time rodent operative. Action relating to
rodent control during the year is shown in the following table.






57.

2. Cases in which defects were found:
Hupber of cases in which Humber
defects were found of cases
Particulars in which
To H. M, By Ho e
Found| Remedied| Inspector| Inspector T
ware ins-
tituted
Want of cleanliness (5. 1) .. - - - - -
wﬁmdinﬂ {En 2}!¢ ee  o@ - - - = -
Unreasonable temperature (5.3) - - - - -
Inadequate ventilation (5. &) = - - = Z
Ineffective drainage of
floors (EtE} a8 &8 50 a6 - - - - -
Sanitary Conveniences (5.7).. - - -
(a) Insufficient .. oo oo = = < -
(b) Unsuitable or
defective e e - - - - =
(c) Not separate for sexes . - - = - =
Other offences against the
Act (not including offences
relating to Out-Work) .. .. - - - - =
Total . - - - -

No notification of outworkers was recelved during the year.

COMMON IODGING HOUSES AND HOUSES LET 1IN ILODGINGS
There are no such premises within the district.
RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MATERIALS ACT, 1951

Three premises are registered in accordance with the provisions of the
act.

CHIEF SANITARY REQUIREMENTS OF THE DISTRICT

The abolition of the waste water closet remains the chief sanitary
requirement. Thias cbesolete and insanitary piece of Victorimna is still
present to the extent of 3,819 closets, approximating to 29% of the total.
It i8 true that the Standard Grant Scheme of the House Purchase and
Houming Act of 1950 has been and still is responsible for an accelerated
rate of closet conversione, but the rate of progress ie still painfully
slow. ©Since the inception of the Scheme 1,745 waste water closets have
been converted, although the number of conversions has shown a decrease
during the last two years, down to 200 in 1963, The Standard Grant Scheme
has been instrumental in railsing the standard of amenities in dwellings,
in that it provides for grant to be paid for the provision not only of a
water closet but also of a fixed bath or shower and wash hand basin, a hot
water supply, and a food store. Applications for Standard Grants during
1963 were approved in 247 cases, and 235 dwellings were iaproved during
this period.
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The Report of the General Register Office on the 1961 Census reveals
geveral interesting aspects on housing conditions. The Census was taken in
April 1961, and the figures o¢n that occasion will naturally vary slightly
frgm others quoted in varicus parts of this Annual Report, which refers to
1963.

Of the 12,474 structurally separate dwellings noted on the Census, 6
were of one room only, 294 of two rooms, 459 of three rooms, 7,293 of four
rooms, 3,024 of five rooms, 1,105 of six rooms, 225 of seven rooms, 46 of
8 or 9 rooms and 22 of ten or more rooms. Over half the total number of
houses then are of the four-room ftype.

Az long ago as the turn of the century, in a Command Peper to inguire
into the causes of infantile deaths, it was noted as a special feature of
this walley that the number of people who owned their own houses was
exceptionally high. The Census Report shows this figure to be as high as
69,8%, compared with 44,1% for the County as a whole, and 52.0% for the
County Districts. Thus the number of rented dwellings is low, at 13.% being
exactly half the fipure for the County as a whole, The number of Council-
owned properties is also appreciably lower than in the County generally, at
4.3 against 22,.8%,

The actual dispoeition of householde by tenure is compared in the tabla
below, All figures sre in rates per 1000 households.

Lancashire Lanca, C.0.

includ Administrative

Tenare Beleoy §0 s e
Owner occupi ed 668 Llq 520

Households by wirtue

of employment 9 22 28
Hented as with a farm or business i 11 13
Rented from local authority 143 228 226
Rented unfurnished 133 267 195
Rented furnished 12 31 18

It is probably this pride of personal ocwnership that accounts for the
higher-than-County-average in household amenities such as hot water and a
fixed bath. Amounting to an increase of 6 to 7%, the actual figure was
that 79.52% of ococupied dwellings possessed a fixed bath. With over 9,500
houses containing baths, this was 1,259 more than was revealed in the 1951
Census. Hot water on tap was provided in B7.77% of dwellings, and 76.51%
of houses had the exclusive use of a cold water tap, hot water tap, fixed
bath and water cloaset.

The standard of housing is generally of a very satiefactory level, and
such defects as arise are in the main due to lack of regular maintenance of
the property. In many cases difficulty is still being experienced by property
owners in getting a contractor interested in a job which, apart from its price,
will be relatively small. FPlumbing work, such as the repair or replacement of
defective eavesguttering and downspouts, is particularly difficult to get
attention within a reasconsble pericd. It is unfortunate that, when the question
of expediting repair work was considered in Committee the execution of work in
default or by agreement was not considered practicable, since a comparable system
for the cleansing or repair of drainage shows admirable results, abating nuisance

from these causes in the guickest possible time and to the advantage of everyone
concerned.

During the year 105 houses were found by inspection to be in need of repair
in varying degrees, and informal notices embracing 322 items of disrepair were
served upon owners or occupiers as appropriate. Repairs completed during 1963
amounted to 208 defects. Fifteen statutory notices were served during this peri

The following table analyses the defects found and remedied in dwellin
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9. House Purchase & Housing Act, 1959 - Standard Grants:

Ho. of
Dwaliinga or
Action during year: other buildings

aj ected
(a) Applications submitted to local authority 250
(b) Applications approved by local autherity. 247
() Work completed s s» sx sl se k. us 235
cd} Remarks. . . e ] aa T T aa - ae Nil

SUFFICIZNCY OF SUFPLY OF HOUSES

As in former years, there is no housing shortage in Nelson, the number
of vacant houses; about 300, remaining constant throughout the year. These
were generally of the older terraced properties, and were being offered for
sale,

The number of active applications for the tenancy of one of the Council's
1733 dwellings rose slightly during the twelve month from 448 to 461, and the
following table, from information supplied by the Housing Superintendent, shows
the reguirements of the applicants.

At comm, of 1963 At end of 1963

No. of active applications L5 461

Type of house reguired:

{a) 2 bedroomed type 96 120
{(b) 3 bedroomed type 103 o
{c¢) 4 bedroomed type i =
(d)} Aged Persons' Bungalows 198 204
{e) Flats 29 28
(f) Disabled Fersons' Bungalows 10 8
{g) Aged Persons' Houses 12 7

No local authority housing scheme was in hand or contemplated at year end,
but the erection of 50 houses by private builders was contemplated during the
coming year., There are no special difficulties in providing suitable sites
for housing development,

OVERCROWDING

Ten cases of suspected overcrowding in dwellings were investigated during
the year, when it was found that in cach case the number of occupants was less
than the permitted number for the house. Overcrowding to Housing Act standards
is virtually unknown in Nelson, but the standard is of necessity a low one.

To quote again from the 1967 Census Report, approximately a third of Nelson's
population occupied houses at a density of between # and under ¢ person per room.
1%.4% of the population had more than 2 rooms per person, and 16.8% had a room
2.05%, a reduction from the figure of 3% at the time of the 1951 Census, lived at
density of over 1% persons per room. The majority of rooms in Nelson houses have
permitted number of 2 persons per room.
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INFECTICUS AND OTHER DISEASES
EXCIUDING TUBERCULODSIS

The total notifications received during the year was 267,and whilst this
did not include an epidemic of any particular disease it was more than doublae
the total of notifications received in each of the previous two years,and was
alse rather above average over recent years,

This was on account of the number of measles notified, 231, which was the
largest number since 1960. Most of these were children in the pre-school ages
and the period of occurrence extended over the first half of the year. The
distribution was not confined to any particular part of the town, the cases
being well distributed, and the incidence rate was 7.22 per 1000 of population
compared with the national incidence of 12.783 per 1000,

Ten cases of scarlet fever notified gave an incidence rate of 0.31 per
1000 population which was similar to the national ineidence of 0.371 per 1000.

Cnly 10 cases of dysentery were notified which was less than a third of
the average for the previcus five years. Most of thesr were confirmed by
examination of faeces and proved to be of the Sonne type. The incidence rate
here was only 0.22 per 1000 compared with the rate for Zngland and Weles as a
whole of 0.675 per 1000 population.

Although the number of cases of food poisoning, 14, was a decrease of two
on the total for the previous year, it was, with the exception of 1962, the
largest number since 1956 and almost double the annual average for the period
19558- 1962 inclusive. The incidence rate was 0.44 per 1000 population compared
with the national incidence rate of 0.125 par 1000,

In one outbreak, covering five cases, all in one family, laboratory
examination of faeces specimens showed them to contain Clostridium Welchii. It
was thought that the vehiele of infectiecn in these cases was probably a mineced-
meat pie made at home the day before consumption, although no part of the pie
was available for bacteriological examination.

Only 2 cases of whooping cough were notified, a disesse which is on the
decline. There has been no case of poliomyelitis since 1958 and no case of
diphtheria since 1948, Credit for this goes to the schemes for immunisation
facilities for which are available at the School Clinic and Infant Welfare
Centre or through the services of peneral medical practitioners.

HOSPITAL ACCOMMODATION FOR INFECTICOUS DISEASES

This is provided by the Burnley and District Hospital Management
Committee at Marsden Hospital, Burnley, when regquired, for all infectious
diseases with the exception of smallpox. If on occasions, accommodation thereat
is not available arrangements are then made through the Bed Bureaun for admission
of the patient tc an isolation hospital under the control of a neighbouring
Hospital Hanagement Committea.

Only one patient, suffering from scarlet fever, was admitted during the
:r‘earl"

The folleowing Tables give further information relative to Infectious and
other Notifiable Diseases.







The
INFECTIOUS & OTHER NOTIFIAELE DISEASES

COMPARISCN OF FIGURES FOR 1963 WITH THOSE COF THE
TwWwl PREVIOUS YEARS
(EXCLUDING TUBERCULUSIS)

Casges removed to

Notifiable Diseases Cases Notified hospital

1963 | 1962 | 1961 | 1963 | 1962 | 1961
Scarlet Fever 10 8 21 1 1 1
Heasles 231 a2 55 - 1 -
Wheooping Cough & - 13 - = =
Pneumonia 1 3 15 - _ =
Puarperal Pyraxia 2 - - - - -
Meningococoal Infection - - - - - -

Acute Poliomyelitis -
Paralytic
Hon-Paralytic

Acute Encephalitis -
Infective
Poet Infectious

Dysentery

Ophthalmia Neonatorum

Erysipelas

Food Foisoning

Malaria - -

Totals| 267 | 127 121 1 4 1

=5

=1 131 1 10
i

B |

1 & 11 ]

1 nr I

10 010 0. I

I i =3 1
1
1

INFECTIOUS DISEASES NOTIFICATIONS
EXCLUDING TUBERCULOSIS

COMPARISON OF 1963 FIGURES WITH FIGURES FOR PREVIOUS 5 YEARS AND AVERAGE

Notifications received Total | Average| Hotifi-
Notifiable Diseases during for number| cations
1958] 1959 | 1960 | 1961 | 1962 | 5 yrs.| per yr.| 1963
dmallpos - - - - - = = -
Scarlet Fewver Gl 37 11 21 8 108 21.6 10
Diphtheria - - - - - - - -
Enteric or typhoid fever - - - - - - - -
Paratyphoid - - - - - = = =
Measles 27 | 139 | 516 55 g2 819 163.8 231
Whooping Cough 7 7 | 69 13 - 96 19,2 2
Pneumonin 13 13 3 15 3 Lo Guli i
Puerperal Pyrexia - - - - - - - 2
Heningocoocal Infection - - 2 - - 2 0.4 -
Acute Poliomyelitis -
Paralytic 7 - - - - 7 1.4 -
Nen-Paraiytic 1 - - - - 1 02 -
Acute Encephalitis -
Infective - - 1 - - 1 0.2 -
Post Infectious - - - - = - = =,
Dysentery 75 LT 15 i 17 120 24,0 7
Ophthalmia Neonatorum 1 - - 1 1 2 0.6 -
STy =She szl 20 3§ = 1.6 =
Malaria 1 = = - = 1 0.2 E
Food Poisoning 13 2 3 6 16 | 4o 8.0 1
Totals 136 | 247 | 622 | 121| 1271253 | 250.6 | 267
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INFECTIOUS & OTHER WOTIFIABIE DISIASES

MONTHLY INCIDENCE OF HNOTIFIED CASES
(EXCLUDING TUBERCULOSLS

Disease Jan |Feb| Har | Apr|Hay |June |July |Aug| Sep| Dot |Nov|Dec [Total
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WARD ANALYSIS OF NOTIFICATIONS
(EXCLUDING TUBERCULOSIS)
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Tl
TUBERCULOSIS

Only 5 new cases of tuberculosis were notified, 3 respiratory coses
(2 males and 1 female) and 2 non-respiratory cases (both maleg),

Following the marked increase in the number of new cases in 1962 due
to the operation of the Mass Miniature Radiography Unit in the district, it
is pleasing to report that 1963 had the smallest annual number of new cases
on record, giving an incidence rate of 0.16 per 1000 population, respiratory
0.09 per 1000 and non-respiratory 0.06 per 1000 population., The National
incidence rates for tuberculosis were, respiratory 0.348 per 1000 population
and non-respiratory 0.55 per 1000. The last figure includes 144 cases of
tuberculosis of the meninges and central nervous system which alone gave a
rate of 0,003 per 1000 population. No case of this type occurred in Nelsonm,

Une death occurred from respiratory tuberculosis and gave a death rate
of 0,03 per 1000 population. The tuberculosis mortality rates for England and
Wales as a whole, are, total rate 0.063 per 1000 population; respiratory 0.056
per 1000 and non-respiratory 0.007 per 1000.

In addition to the new cases notified there were a further 6 cases, added
to the register, these being notified cases in other areas which were transferred
or removed into Nelscn.

Removals from the register during the year totalled 107. The chief reason
for this large number, was that a review of the patients on the register was
carried out during the year by the Chest Clinic, and as a result it was found
poseible for various reasons to remove quite a number from the register. Of
these 107 cases, 81 were removed as recovered cases, 19 had left the district
and 7 had died.

At the end of the year the register contained the names of 103 patients,
90 respiratory cases (53 males and 37 females) and 13 non-respiratory cases
{11 males and 2 females). Of these 20 (16 males and 4 females) were immigrants
to this country.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT (PREVENTION OF TUBERCULOSIS)
REGULATTIONS, 1925

No action was necessary under these Regulations which empower the
Council to prevent persons suffering from tuberculosis engaging in the milk
trade.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT 1936 - SECTION 172

Ho action was found necessary under this section for the removal to
hospital of infectious persons suffering from tuberculosis of the respiratory
tract.

DISINFECTION AFTER INFECTIOUS DISEASES

Present day knowledge has reduced the necessity for disinfection as
fregquently as in the past, and in most cases no action is taken unless
specifically requested. Only 4 houses involving 7 rooms were disinfected
during the year. Where steam disinfection of clothing is required
arrangements are made with the Burnley County Borough to do this weork.
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CENSUS 1961

Distribution of Population by Catepory of Tenure

The number of households, the number of persons enumerated therein and the number of rooms cccupied

Tenure Catepory

Wards of the Borough

Bradley | Central | Cloverhill | Harsden | Netherfield { Southfield | Walverden | Jhitefield| Total
Owner - occupier - Heuseholds o7 712 1300 652 1155 1113 1551 o1 8373
Persens 2558 1826 3500 1729 3089 3052 b163 2493 22410
Rooms k190 3153 5045 2887 Lako 4918 7229 k221 37487
Renting with Business - Households 3 13 2 b =] [ 8 8 58
Fersons 20 28 5 10 26 18 28 28 173
Hoons 35 59 9 21 L8 La 29 41 292
Holding by Employment - Households 14 21 17 5 13 5 11 12 98
Persons 55 61 55 13 b1y 19 Lo 41 328
Roomns 71 101 92 28 &l 28 72 Bl 520
Renting from Council - Houscholds 776 9 107 746 7 13 10 L8 1716
Persons 2080 %6 340 2197 13 L7 43 (= L840
Rooms 3007 ks 566 3330 27 60 LTS 117 7198
Renting furnished - Households 29 17 8 1 33 9 14 31 142
Porsons . 28 18 1 73 26 2t 66 205
Rooms 119 77 34 3 147 Lo 57 126 505
Renting unfurnished - Households 226 206 115 Ls 285 185 277 259 1598
Persons 570 hog 297 gl 740 449 654 632 3933
Roons 062 863 535 176 1197 785 1214 1119 6851

Total ¢ Households 11,985

Persons 31,977

Rooms 22,955
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