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LIST OF LOCAL AND ADOPTED SANITARY ACTS
ADMINISTERED BY THE COUNCIL.

Nelson Water and Gas Act, 1860.

Nelson Local Board Act, 1879.

Nelson Improvement Act, 1886.

Nelson Local Board Act, 1888.

Nelson Corporation Act, 1903.

Nelson Provisional Orders, 1871, 1873, 1876, 1890, 1895, 1807, 1890,
1904.

Borough of Nelson (Extension) Order, 18g7.

The Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1890, adopted 1891.

The Infectious Disease (Prevention) Act, 18go, adopted 18gb.

The Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907, parts adopted 1g12.

The Nelson Corporation Act, 1921.

The Public Health Act, 1925, except Sections 15, 35 and 41.

LIST OF BYE-LAWS RELATING TO SANITARY MATTERS
IN FORCE IN THE BOROUGH.

Dates of Adoption.
18go Common Lodging Houses.

18g7 Offensive trades: Blood Boiler, Blood Drier, Bone Boiler,
IFelmonger, Tanner, lLeather Dresser, Soap Boiler, Tallow
Melter, Fat Melter, Tripe Boiler, Glue Maker, Size Maker,
Gut Scraper.

1897 Nuisances.

1897 and 1907 Slaughterhouses.

1911 Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops Regulations.
1931 Sanitary Conveniences.

1939 DBuildings.

1951 Clean Food Bye-laws.

1053 Regulating the emission of Black Smoke.
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alAFYF OF PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT.

Medical Othicer of Health .....cocvvmicmmviieieacennss R. E. RoeIinsoN,
M.A.,, M.R.C.5.,, LR.C.P., D.P.H.

Senior Sanitary Inspector ......... W. L. Kay, F.5.1.A., M.R.5an.1.
Resigned 8th April.

G. Pritciarp, M.R.San.l., M.S.LA.
Commenced gth April.

Additional S9%EEF Sanitary Inspectors .................. (G. PRITCHARD,
M.R.5an.l., M.S.1.A.

Appointed Senior Sanitary Inspector gth April.

M. Srorr.
Resigned 28th February.

B. Duerpen, M.R.San.l., M.S.1.A.
Commenced duty 7th April.

Resigned 23rd August.

L. N. BrunskiLL, M.S.1.A.,

Commenced duty Ist November.
1T LB U2 N P N R N. GRIFFITHS.

] L S e e Miss M. P. Scorr.
Miss P. M. HAWORTH.
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PupLic HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
21, Carr Roap,
NELSON.
1st July, 1954.
To the Chairman and Members of the Health Committee,
MR. CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, .

I have pleasure in submitting to you my Annual Report on
the health and sanitary conditions of the Borough for the year 1953.

The various aspects are dealt with in detail in the appropriate
sections of the report and it will be seen that there was a further
decrease in the estimated population, but an increase in the number
of hive births registered which gave the highest Annual Live Birth
Rate since 1948. The main causes of death remain the same as in
recent years, but the number of deaths was an increase on the
previous year, and the deaths from cancer increased by 0.41 per cent
to the highest annual figure yet recorded. The Infantile Mortality
Rate was nearly double that of the previous year and the number of
Neo-Natal Deaths was the highest since 1948. The number of deaths
again exceeded the number of births and there was an increase of
14.0 per cent in the deaths of persons over 70 years of age. The latter
is to be expected on account of the age distribution of the population.

The notification of infectious diseases showed a marked increase,
being double the average figure of recent years, and this was
accounted for by the incidence of measles during the first six months,
particularly during January and February, and the incidence of
whooping cough during the first and last quarters of the year.

It is a comforting thought that the policy of the Borough of
Nelson for the welfare of its aged people is now arousing national
interest and action, and very many authorities are embarking on
similar schemes.

I am indebted to the various officials who have supplied me with
information relative to work outside my control which has assisted
me in the preparation of this report, and I should like to thank the
members of the staff of the department for their willing co-operation
throughout the year.

In conclusion I would express my appreciation to you Mr.
Chairman and Members of the Health Committee for your interest
and assistance.

I have the honour to be,

LLadies and Gentlemen,

R. E. ROBINSON,
Medical Officer of Health.



Statistics and Social Conditions
of the Area.



8
STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA.

AT TR ARTRG - oon v b S N Y S B A e P T s 3,400

Ordnance level, lowest point .....c.oii 350 feet
Ordnance level, highest point ...............coinnn. 1,100 feet
Ordnance level, centre of town ...........iaiiiiin, 458 feet

Drainage of surface water—Natural, chiefly to Walverden Stream
and Pendle Water.
Subsoil—Clay with understratum of sandstone and outcroppings of

coal.
Population—Censis, TOFE i bee i s sate s alisnan-asrs 38,300
Preliminary Census, I095I ......c.ciseissensusnn 34,360
Registrar-General's estimate of home population, mid-year
TNV oo it i AR S s o A R R S s Ao L 33,510
Number of inhabited houses—
CBTBAE, DOBT i o s st S sa ok ongiof Abirs s R e i IT,128
End of 1953 according to Rate Books ..................... 12,365
Rateable Maloe! ot e Bl ciariortoons BT EE s g {251,680
General Rate, 1953/1654 (s./d. in the £) ........ccevvnenn, 22/-
Sum, represented by a peangfirade .iLllAldnnaiin Logo

The estimated cost of the Local Health Service for the financial
year 1453 /54 was £4,479, which is equivalent to a rate of 4.52d. in
the £.

The Registrar-General’s estimate of the home population for
mid-1953 is 300 less than the estimate for the previous year and
850 less than the Preliminary Census figure for 1951.

SOCIAL CONDITIONS.

The principal industries of the town are cotton and silk weaving
and various trades allied thereto,

During the vear employment was maintained at a high level,
and there does not appear to have been any excessive mortality,
cause of sickness or invalidity, nor does any condition of occupation
or environment appear to have had any prejudicial effect on health,

CLIMATOLOGICAL CONDITIONS.

The Climatological Station situate in the grounds of the
Cemetery, Walton Lane, is maintained by the Health Department
and observations are taken at g-0 a.m. G.M.T. throughout the year.

The following comments with regard to the various aspects of
the weather during 1953 are of interest.
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RAINFALL,

Over the year as a whole the rainfall recorded was g99.0%, of the
average yearly amount, but a prominent feature was the frequency
of dry weather in the first three and last three months of the year.
It is during these months that a larger proportion of the year’s rain-
fall normally occurs, but the months of January to March were
particularly dry, only 67.29%, of the average rainfall occurred. The
summer months, Apnl to September, were wetter than the average,
134.2% of the average amount of rain was measured over this period
as a whole, but the year ended with a particularly dry quarter when
only 72.4%, of the average rain fell.

January was the driest since 1941 and December the driest
since 1045, whereas June was the wettest since 1948, but the month
with the heaviest rainfall was August, as in the previous year.

The heaviest fall in one day was 2.23” on the 26th June, and the
greater part of that fell in about 20 minutes around 7-0 o’clock in
the evening causing damage and serious flooding in parts of the
town. The previous record rainfall since records were commenced
was 3.0” in 20 hours on the 1gth-zoth September, 1946.

TEMPERATURE.

Although August was the wettest month it was also the warmest
and the maximum temperature in the shade on the 12th reached
88.8°F. which was the highest recorded since 1926 when readings
were commenced.

The coldest prolonged spell of weather was the first week in
January, when the minimum temperature in the shade dropped to
21.7°F.  Except during the months of January, April, June and
July the mean temperatures were higher than the average over the
previous 26 years.

SUNSHINE.

1953 was the sunniest year since 1949 and there was 108.9%,
more than the average annual amount of bright sunshine. Each
month from March to October inclusive, with the exception of June,
over the average amount of sunshine was recorded, but in June there
was only 78.6% of the average. The sunniest month of the year
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was May, with 209.0 hours, but the month with the greatest per-
centage of average was March with 136.5% or 115 hours. The
sunniest day of the year was the 27th June, after the torrential rain-
storm the previous evening.

Although November and December were particularly mild with
mean temperatures much above the average the amount of bright
sunshine during these months was only half the average.

Further more detailed information from the records is given
in the following tables.
Barometric Pressure, Humidity and Rainfall.
. Thermometers,
Bright Sunshine,

Rainfall and Sunshine, comparisons with average.

L

Rainfall at various points.
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BRIGHT SUNSHINE.,

285 | 81

Total Mean Highest in Mo. of | No. of
Bright Daily onec day davs days

Sunshine Bright with | without

Month Sunshine — ————| Bright | Bright

Amount, Day of  Sunshine Sunshine

hours hours hours | month
January ... 220 0-7 G:5 25 10 21
February ... 43-7 1-5 55 26 17 11
March... ... 115-8 37 8.7 24 28 3
April ... o 163-6G 34 12-0 21,224 2T 3
May ... .. 2090 G-7 12-8 2 30 1
T 139-4 4-6 13-6 27 25 5
quly e s 164-7 5-3 13-4 | 4 31 -
August... ... 153-7 49 12-5 | 3 29 2
September ... 113-1 3-8 106 | 12 25 5
October ... 93-0 30 g-1 | 18 27 +
November ... 18-8 06 49 | 4 ! 15 15
December ... 88 0-3 2-4 19,31 l 7 24
For 1953 ... 12456 3.4] 136 |27 ,Ium-.i 271 94
|

For 1952 ... 1158-7 31 146 | 5 July |
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RAINFALL.

Comparative Table showing amount measured at various points
during the year.

Meteorological
Station

Ogden Sewage Works  Coldwell (Cemetery)

Month {inches) (inches) {inches) {inches)
Jammarys Lo oreaees L. 2300 ... 235 .. 2005
Febroary ... . 387 VL. YR 0oL 383 . 23l
March St e ReatE a i Eaay oLt Eaet TR
Ammliel, INE L S SRR AN Rl el g PR ey
MapS oo e s S8 L e oo Eoes
June e e T T R
Jube o o0 o ogds cl  Be e gE L S Cfkny
Aneaat L ceea@de L. BB e Bag | e 6038
September i 1 (S Y AR Y (A )
EICHGDET | i wwe Sh2T s L0 . Saf NTHT
November e B . MOD L. 632 .o 0BfE
Blecember ... «.. 330 e 247 e 250 L2045

Totals o BOVOR . G ATAT o WG L daB

PR




Live Births :

Legitimate ... ... ... ...

Hlegitimate ... ... ...

Total o v

Still Bivths

Legitimate ... ... ... ...
Megitimate ... ... ... ..

TG 7 ) A et O

Deaths :
BT e

Deaths of Infants under
Il vear of age ;

Legitimate ... ... ... ...
Legitimate ... ... ... ...

Tkl oo

Deaths of Tulants ander
4 weeks of age :
Legitimate ..
Ilegitimate .

Tatal s e

Maternal Deaths ... ... ... ...

Excess of Deaths over

Live Bivths ... ...

16

VITAL STATISTICS.

Males Females Total

247
14

261

219
7

|

on

466
21

ag7

39

E——

Rate

Crude : 14.5 per 1,000 of
population.
Adjusted : 15.4 per 1,000,

20.1 per 1,000 total {Live
and Still) Births,

Crude : 15.7 per 1,000 of
population,

Adjusted : 13.8 per 1,000,

a3 per 1,000 Live Births,

25 per 1,000 Live Births.

2,01 per 1,000 total {Live
and Still) Births.

The estimated population for the middle of the year, on which
the birth and death rates are calculated, is given by the Registrar
General as 33,510 which is a decrease of 390 on the estimated figure

for the previous year.

BIRTHS.

The total of 487 live births is the highest annual figure since
1950, gives the highest annual live birth rate per 1,000 population
since 1048, is an increase of 1.1 per 1,000 on the rate for the previous
year, and exceeds the average rate for the previous 5 years by 0.3

per 1,000.



17

The live birth rate for England and Wales for 1953 is 15.5 per
1,000 so that the Nelson Crude rate adjusted (comparability factor
1.06) to allow for age and sex distribution of the population is 15.4
and compares favourably with the country as a whole and with a
group of 160 towns with resident population 25-50,000 at 1951
census, whose combined rate is givi:a as 15.7.

The illegitimate live births for the year numbered 21, an increase
of 6 on the previous year and giving an Illegitimate Live Birth Rate
of 43.1 per 1,000 live births and 0.62 per 1,000 of population.

During the year 428 live births were registered as having
occurrred in Nelson and 283 of these or 66.129, took place in the
Maternity Home, but 40 of these births or 9.349, of the total, all of
which occurred in the Maternity Home, were relative to parents
living outside the Borough. In addition gg births or 20.339% of the
nett births for the year took place outside the Borough.

STILL BIRTHS.

There were 10 Still Births registered during the year which was
the same number as the previous year. These give a Still Birth
Rate of 20.1 per 1,000 total births and 0.28 per 1,000 population,
compared with 22.4 and 0.35 respectively for England and Wales as
a whole,

DEATHS.

The number of deaths registered during 1953, was 526, (272
males and 254 females) an increase of 61 (29 males and 32 females)
on the previous year, although g less than the average figure for the
previous five years 1948-1952 inclusive.

The Death Rate of 15.7 per 1,000 population for the year was
an increase of 2.0 on the previous year but only 0.2 greater than the
average death rate for the previous five years.

The adjusted death rate (comparability factor 0.88) which
allows for age and sex distribution of population and is used for
external comparative purposes, is 13.8 per 1,000 of population, or
1.7 per 1,000 higher than last year.

Compared with the death rate for England and Wales this figure
is 2.4 per 1,000 greater, and is also greater than the rate for 160
towns with a resident population of 25-50,000, by 2.5 per 1,000.



18

The main causes of death were the same as in recent years,
namely, Vascular Lesions of the Nervous System; Coronary Disease,
Angina; and Other Heart Diseases, and these causes accounted for
48.19, of the total deaths. Deaths from Malignant Neoplasms
(Cancer) showed an increase of 14.1%, on the previous year and the
number of deaths is the highest figure yet recorded.

The age group 75-80 years again accounts for the largest number
of deaths, 16.169, of the total, and 52.69, were of persons over the
age of 70 years which was an increase of 14.0%, on the previous year.
The latter is, of course, only to be expected due to the higher
proportion of aged persons in the population.

The highest number of deaths occurred in February and the
least in May.

I have included an extra table this year giving information
relative to deaths in hospital or institutions and it is interesting to
note that 19.39, of all deaths occurring in Nelson took place in
hospital or institution, but 10.79, of the total deaths were of persons
from outside the Borough and ¢3.69, of these outward transfers
died in hospital in Nelson. Inward transfer deaths accounted for
30.5%, of the nett deaths and 93.39, of these Nelson residents who
died outside the Borough died in hospital or institutions.  Of the
nett deaths for the year 31.59%, died in hospitals or institutions.

There were 39 more deaths than births during the year.

INFANT DEATHS.

There were 16 infant deaths during 1953, an increase of 8 on
the previous year and 3 more than the average per year for the
five previous years 1048-1952.

The Infantile Mortality Rate of 33 per 1,000 Live births is an
increase of 15 per 1,000 on the previous year, and is greater than
the average for the previous five years by 7 per 1,000. This figure
is in excess of the figure for England and Wales, and for that of the
160 towns with a population of 25-50,000, which are 26.8 and 24.3
per 1,000 respectively.

With one exception all these infant deaths took place in hospital
or Maternity Home.

Prematurity was the main cause of death and 12 took place
within one month of birth,
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NEO-NATAL DEATHS.

The 12 neo-natal deaths registered during the year was the
highest number since 1948, was double the number for the previous
year, and 3 more than the average per year for the previous five
years.

One death occurred within 2 days of birth and the remainder
within 24 hours.

MATERNAL DEATHS.

One maternal death took place which gives a Maternal
Mortality Rate of 2.01 per 1,000 total (live and still) births.  The
cause of death was Tox@mia of Pregnancy and the death rate from
this cause compares unfavourably with that for England and Wales
as a whole, but this is an example of where often when dealing
with small figures in this case the comparatively small number of
births for the borough, an exaggerated rate 1s obtained.

DEATHS FROM MALIGNANT NEOPLASM (CANCER).

An analysis of the deaths from this cause according to the
location of the primary growth and age and sex of the patient is
shown in one of the following tables and the figures for the previous
year have been added for comparison.

This year I have included an extra table dealing with the
subject, and this gives numerical and graphical information covering
the period of the previous 40 years, 1913-1952 inclusive.

The number of deaths from cancer is an increase of 13 or 0.41
per 1,000 of population on the figure for the previous year. The
cancer death rate of 2.74 per 1,000 of population for 1953 is the
highest yet recorded. Taken over guinquennial periods to obtain
a more accurate interpretation, the average percentage of cancer
deaths to total deaths has doubled over the 40 years period, and the
cancer death rate has risen from 0.861 to 2.178 per 1,000 of the
population, an increase of 1.317 per 1,000, This is often regarded
as a disease of the aged, but 37 or 40%; of the total deaths this year
were of persons under the age of 65 years (normal working age)
compared with 30 or 389 in the previous year.

On the basis of current knowledge of diagnosis and treatment
evidence is available to show that there is no doubt that a good
proportion of those who died of cancer could be saved providing the
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condition is recognised and dealt with at an early stage. Some
cancers are more accessible for diagnostic purposes and treatment
than others, but the essential thing is early diagnosis.

In recent years medical and scientific knowledge has increased
considerably, although the dramatic achievement of penicillin and
anti-biotics would appear to have overshadowed much other pro-
gress, new aids to diagnosis and the development of laboratory
technique have made early diagnosis possible in many diseases,
and such as cancer can now be diagnosed early.

There is no doubt that a cancer phobia does exist, but people
are more pessimistic about cancer than the facts warrant. If the
public could be made more aware of these medical advances then
better co-operation might follow in reporting symptoms to their
meédical advisers, instead of living in fear, and failing to take
advantage of the facilities available for early diagnosis and treat-
ment, whereby their fears might be replaced by astonishment and
hope.
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The following Tables and Graphs show : —

TABLES:

1. Various Nelson Rates for the years 1948-1953 and the average
of the 5 years, 1948-1952.

2. Comparison of Birth Rates, Death Rates and Analysis of
Mortality for 1953 with figures for England and Wales and sub-
divisions of the country.

3. Deaths from Various Causes during 1953, with equivalent Death
Rates.

4. Deaths from Various Causes with equivalent Death Rates for
1951-1953.

5. Summary of Ages at Death.

6. Monthly Analysis of Deaths showing Monthly Death Rates.

7. Monthly Analysis of Deaths in Wards.

8. Deaths occurring in Hospitals and Institutions in relation fo
total deaths.

g. Analysis of Neo-natal and Infant Deaths according to the Inter-
national Statistical Classification of Diseases, Injuries and
Causes of Death.

10. Maternal Mortality with comparative figures for England and
Wales.

11. Analysis of Deaths from Malignant Neoplasms according to site
of primary growth, with figures for previous year.

(GRAPHS

I. Annual Birth and Death Rates per 1,000 of population from

1G24.

Actual Number of Births and Infant Deaths per year from 1924.
Infantile Death Rate per 1,000 births.

Cancer Death Rates over period of 40 years, 1913-1952.
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DEATHS FROM VARIOUS CAUSES DURING 1953
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WITH EQUIVALENT DEATH RATES.

Cause of Death

Tuberculosis, respiratory ..........
Tubereulosis, other [orms ..........
Syphilitic disease ......................
ERPRERSTING Lo oo 5ot sisen) imamastin
Whooping Cough ... ...........
Meningococcal nfections ............
Acute poliomyelitis ..................
iy T e T o
Other infective and parasitic
BIECATEE ..vvvienierieramisnnnsrnnnaraee -
Malignant neoplasm, stomach .
lung, bronchus

L LR

= i breast............
s TNLRTUB .......n...

Other malignant and ]ymphatu
neoplasms ... -
Leukaemia, Aleukaemia ...........
L T

Vasenlar lesions of nervouns

LT RS S R S S e e
Coronary disease, angina ............
Hypertension with heart disease
Other heart disense ..................
Other circulatory diseases ...
Inflaenza ............ e s e el
Foanmonin: o of s i
|2 TS 0] ] T el L

Other diseases of respiratory
|
Ulcers of stomach or duodenum. ..
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea
Nephritis and nephrosis ............
Hyperplasia of prostate .............
Pregnancy, childbirth and
abartion oot e wea
Congenital malformations ..........
Other defined and ill-defined
CIBOREBE o oot i i e e
Molor wvehicle accidents .. .. .
All other accidents ..... i el i
BOiEHe .o
Homicide and operations of war...

AN EENERE o

Males

LT mmen

e
L= =l

| |

Femaies
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FROM
VARIOUS CAUSES AND EQUIVALENT DEATH RATES

FOR 1953, 1952 AND 1951.
1953 1952 1951
Total Death | Total Death  Total Death
Deaths Rate |Deaths Rate Deaths Rate
Cause of Death per 1000 per 1000 per 1000
pop’n. pop'n. pop'n.
1. Tuberculosis, respiratory......... 6 00-18 11 00-32 6 00-17
2. Tuberculosis, other forms ...... 1 00-03 — —_ 2 00-06
3. Syphilitic disease ........ccveeeinen 2 00-06 4 00-12 2 00-06
4 IRpEthETIR. v earsnsannannnrsinonie — — — — — —
5. Whooping Cough.......cc.covuens - - — — 1 00-03
6. Meningococcal infections......... — — —_ — l 00-03
7. Acute poliomyelitis ............... —- - - —- — —
8. Mensles ..ot —_ — — — — —
9, Other infective and parasitic
T S R S | 2 00-06 1 00-03 -— —
10. Malignant neoplasm, stomach i 16 00-48 31 0091 14 00-41
11. o » lung, bronchus | 15 | 00-44 12 00-35 10 00-29
12. i = heeaRt | 9 | 0027 4 00-12 8 00-23
13. s LIEETUS oonennennee. | 4 | 00-12 5 00-09 2 0006
14. Other malzgnam and lvmphatic i
S T e 48 | 0143 | 29 0086 39  Ol-14
15. Leukaemia, Aleukaemia......... ( 7 | 0021 | — e | 00-03
L T T Sl e S R 2 | 0005 | 2 00-06 3 00-09
17. Vascular lesions of nervous | i
| 1 e e e | 40 | 259 | 18 02-30 8l 02-36
18. Coronary disease, angina ...... | 79 0236 | 66 01-95 65 01-90
19. Hypertension with heart disease | 17 00-51 ! 9 | 0026 25 00-67
20. Other heart disease ............... | 94 02-80 | 81 | 0239 | 114 03-33
21. Other circulatory diseases ...... 21 | 0062 | 30 | 00-88 | 25 00-73
R T S 2 | 00:06 | — | 17 00:50
20: Prenmionia’ .o 9 | 0027 10 | [I{I 29 21 00-61
24, Bronchibis .....c.ccoivsseissinsinaes | 24 | 0071 30 | 00-88 41 01-20
25. Other diseases of the rmplratnr} - | |
T SRS S S | 6 | 0018 1 | 0003 9 00-26
26, Ulcer of stomach or duodenum 1 | 0003 6 | 0018 9 00-26
27. Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea 1 [ 0003 | — | — 1 0003
28. Nephritis and Nephrosis......... 10 00-30 B 00-18 14 00-41
29. Hyperplasia of prostate ......... 5 00:15 3 00-09 3 00-09
30. Pregancy, childbirth and | |
BBOPIENY . oiviienisuriiinnineisi 1 00-03 1 | 0003 1 00-03
31. Congenital malformations ...... 2 00-06 | 00-12 I 00-03
32. Other defined and ill-defined
L 44 01-31 33 00-97 39 01-14
33. Motor vehicle accidents......... 1 00-03 — — 5 00-15
34. All other accidents ............... 11 00-33 4 | 00:12 14 00-41
s el 2 e s A 6 00-18 6 | 00-18 8 00-23
36. Homicide and operations of war - — —_ —_ — —
All Causes 526 1569 | 465 : 13-71 | 580 16-94

Estimated ]’I‘.L-pulal;ﬂl'l. 1953—33.510,

1952—33, 900,
1951 —:H,'.! 40,
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MONTHLY ANALYSIS OF DEATHS SHOWING RATES
PER 1,000 POPULATION.

Actual
Deaths in | Outward Inward
Nelson | Transfers = Translers Net Deaths for Nelson
: Eate
Month ' Number per
! T el 1000
M| F M| F M| F M| F |Totalpop'n
|
January... ... ...| 24| 18 1 21 10 4| 35| 20| 53 {1458
February ... ....| 28] 25 3 1 g 2y 3 A s e 190
March ... .. 2.2 35| 21 5 2 8 4| 28| 25| 51| 1-52
Aprlies i o s 23 | 23 3 G 10| 4| 30| 21| 51 ' 1-52
12 TR e D W 21 B 3 1 5 2 21 9| 30 089
el s 2ol el = &l e 4] ] 15 oo
T S i R T A e e
August ... ... ... 22 20 I ; 1 9 4 30| 23 53 1-58
September ... ... 9 18 1| = 3 7 11 25 36 107
October... ... ... 16 | 20 il [ 7 5| 20| 23| 431 128
MNovember ... ... 21 18 il 5 4 6| 924 19| 43 1.28
December ... ... 11 14 = = — 11 11 25 3G 107
Totals ... | 224 | 215 22 25 70 64 | 272 | 254 | 526 1569
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ANALYSIS OF NEO-NATAL AND INFANT DEATHS
ACCORDING TO THE INTERNATIONAL STATISTICAL
CLASSIFICATION OF DISEASES, INJURIES AND
CAUSES OF DEATH.

NEO-NATAL DEATHS, 1953.

. Ages at Death (in days)
Cause Under| | j |
of Death [Fday| 1= | 2 |18 | 4 |5 | 6 (| 7= | -4 21— [ ‘Poial
| [ 13 20) 8
days | days days
' [
751. Spina bifida | ;
and meningocele. .. 1 — = | = = e - 1
760, Intra-cranial | !
and spinal injury at | l
I'.'ir!-h .................. | 2 e=a e - — — — —— — amas 2
762.  Post natal |
asphyxia and atelec- |
- L [ e I o =0 T T NN | ) e ) B | 1
763. Pneumonia of
newborn ... b8 ol — - = = = = = - — 1
776.  Immaturity, |
ungualified . 2 b - —_ O I S e 7
Totals 11 — = = == = 1= 1=
i
INFANT DEATHS, 1953,
Age at Death (in months) !
Cause Under | - _ ‘
of Death 1 1|2- 3- | 4|5 | 6-|7-|8 | 9" 104 11- Total
| I '
274.  IDscases of |
adrenal glands...... — == === = =] =] =1 I|—= 1
340. Meningitis, ex- |
cepl meningococcal | [ : | [
and tuberculous ... | — | —f=|—|— - - | — | = 1
491. Broncho- | ' !
pneumonia ......... - IR — - = = — | = 1
493, Pneumonia, |
other and un- | .
specificd  .oocaiiiinn - 1 — — S pe— || i
51. Spina bifida ' '
and meningocele... 1 - = | = — = = 1
760.  Intra-cranial J
and spinal injury at ! | . . |
Bapeh oo 2 —| — == == === 2
762. Post-natal ' ‘ l |
asphyxia and atelec- :
B - s e l —_— | = | — e | =2 | — |
763. Pneumonia of | |
NeWBOETL  vvererriias | = o [ ; o i
776. Immaturity, ' g |
unqualified ......... 7 ; s o e e el (= 7
Totals ... 12 T ’ P 16
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General Provision of Health Services
for the Area.
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Particulars of the staff of the Health Department are given on
page five of this report.

HOSPITALS.
The Hospital Services for the Borough are provided by the
Burnley and District Hospital Management Committee of the North-
West Regional Hospital Board.

VENEREAL DISEASES CLINICS.

This service is also provided by the Burnley and District Hos-
pital Management Committee and separate clinics are held twice a
week for both male and female patients at the Victoria Hospital,
Burnley, as follows: —

Males - Tuesday 2-0 p.m. — 4-0 p.m.
Friday 5-0 p.m. — 7-0 p.m.
Females - Tuesday 5-0 p.m. — %-0 p.m.

Friday 2-0 p.m. — 4-0 p.m.

LABORATORY FACILITIES.

The services of the Central Pathological Laboratory, Salus
Street, Burnley, are available for the use of this department and
samples of milk and ice-cream were submitted for examination dur-
ing the year, the results of which are given in the appropriate sections
of this report.

In addition to the above, for the assistance of general medical
practitioners of the town following the closing down of the laboratory
at this office, specimens are received for transmission to the Burnley
Laboratory, and during the year the following specimens were sub-
mitted which were mainly from this source.

L AT B e e e U | = o B, S S SRR G B 20
Urine—pgeneral examination .......cccovivveiiirninnene  II
PEEBTREIEY H8SE . oo et atiantians g 17
bacteriological examination .................. I
et ]| D 3 o] 12
arebhEal oo
vapgmal e A e e AR ARl I
Blood—Wasserman test ............ P e i 6
B LI R e P e e 5
LIrethral STRBETE ... iiomesminsnsseniindshmmiriinasise g 3
ERE BERERIPE - s o i o b S A e e e 5 e 2



37
TUBERCULOSIS SERVICE.

The Chest Clinic for the area is situate at Reedyford Hospital,
Nelson,

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACTS, 1948 AND 1951,
SECTION 47,

No action was found to be necessary under this section during
the year.

OTHER SERVICES.

The Lancashire County Council provide and maintain the fol-
lowing services which are administered from the Divisional Health
Office, Reedley, Nr. Burnley.

AMBULANCE SERVICE:

The Borough is serviced by ambulances from the Divisional
Ambulance Station at Reedley and both ambulances and sitting-case
cars are available.

CHILD WELFARE SERVICE:

The Infant Welfare Centre for the Borough is at g-11 Carr Road
and sessions are held twice weekly on Wednesday and Friday after-
noons. Special infant foods are sold at reduced prices.

CLINICS :

Ante-natal, dental, minor ailments, orthopadic and ophthalmic
clinics are held at g-11 Carr Road, Nelson.

Day NURSERIES :

There is one Day Nursery in the Borough and this is in Barker-
house Road.

Home HELP SERVICE:

This service now includes a scheme of night and evening help,
which is particularly valuable in assisting chronic sick patients
awaiting admission to hospital.

HoME NURSING SERVICE:

District nurses of the Divisional Health Staff are assigned to the
borough for this service and normally there are 2 female and 1 male
(full-time) and 2 female (part-time) nurses,



a8
MEeENTAL HEALTH SERVICE ;

The duties of the County Council under Section 51 of the
National Health Services Act, 1946, are delegated to the Divisional
Health Committee and the work is carried on by the Duly
Authorised Officer and the Mental Health Worker.

MIDWIFERY SERVICE:

There are two district midwives of the Divisional staff assigned
to Nelson and both are resident within the Borough.

Further information regarding these services may be obtained
from my report as Divisional Medical Officer.
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Sanitary Circumstances of the Area.
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WATER SUPPLY.

The sources of the public water supply remain the same, being
collected in the two gathering grounds situate to the east and west
sides of the town, supplying respectively Coldwell and Ogden
Reservoirs. In both cases, upland surface water and springs form
the sources of supply. Pressure filters and chlorination plant are
installed at both groups of reservoirs.

Routine inspection of the catchment area is made by the Water
Engineer to ensure freedom from pollution, and in addition samples
of the raw water and the treated water going into supply are taken
regularly.

Bacteriological examinations were made on 50 samples of raw
water, of which just one half were reported upon satisfactorily; 58
of the 60 bacteriological examinations made of the water going into
supply were returned as satisfactory, and [ollowing the receipt of
the two adverse sample reports, steps were immediately taken to
remedy this by increasing the chlorine dosage. Chemical analyses
were made on eight occasions, divided equally between the raw and
the treated water; in each case the result was satisfactory, the water
being reported to be of good quality and to have no plumbo-solvent
properties. No action was found to be necessary in respect of any
form of contamination.

In addition to supplying adjoining districts, water is supplied
direct from public mains to an estimated population of 33,510 in
12,511 dwellinghouses in the Borough. No dwellinghouses are sup-
plied by means of standpipes.

The extension to the water mains on the Marsden Park Housing
Scheme continued during the year, as did the replacement of joint
service pipes, and a total of 433 yards of new mains were provided.
It is estimated that 220 houses are not provided with an adequate
internal water supply, but 3 rows of property embracing 55 houses
have had joint service pipe replacements during the year.

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.

The whole of the town, with the exception of the more rural
parts of the district to the east of the town, is sewered, principally
by high level gravitating sewers, to the Sewage Works at Lindred,
The sewerage system from the low-lying district of Lomeshaye,
however, is of the low-level type, and is raised at the Sewage Works
by automatic ejectors.
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Treatment is by screening, detritus tanks, storm water overflow,
primary and secondary settling tanks, and humus tanks, the effluent
being discharged into Pendle Water. Sludge from the settling tanks
is digested during the summer months, and spread on grassland
during the winter. The estimated dry weather flow of sewage is
2,000,000 gallons per day.

In connection with the Marsden Park Housing Scheme the
extension of sewers was carried out to include houses being erected
here, and 11T houses were connected to the sewer.

RIVERS AND STREAMS.
The responsibility for dealing with rivers and streams in the
district is that of the Lancashire Rivers Board.

CLOSET ACCOMMODATION.

1) e o oy 1ot T e e S T 10
Number of closets attached to these middens .................. 10
Fhomber of pail BlOGers o s s s ey 20
Number of dry ashpits (excluding middens) .................. Nil
Number of movable ashbins ............cicisiiiiniismasiania 12,807
Biniiber of ol GRasebs 1. . 5l . o et vl s dnafes i a8 Nil
Mumber of waste water closets ......o..coiiiiiiiiiiiniiii 6,800
Number of fresh water closets ..... T T S 6,240
Number of houses on water carriage system .................. 12,427

Conversions during the year:

Number of waste water closets to fresh water closets ... 153
Number of premises at which movable ashbins were
substituted for fixed receptacles ........cocoivennvanennnns 3

PUBLIC CLEANSING.

The removal and disposal of house and trade refuse, and street
cleansing, are the responsibility of the Cleansing Department, under
the control of Mr. V. Robinson. A weekly collection is made at
approximately 12,750 premises, the refuse being conveyed in covered
vehicles to the Corporation’s incineration plant at Charles Street.
Towards the latter part of the year the communal bins for food waste
were withdrawn from the streets, and this service was discontinued.
Bi-weekly collections continue to be made to food premises for the
collection of fish waste, etc.

Refuse disposal is by screening, separation and incineration.
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Cesspool cleansing, carried out at intervals of two to four weeks,
is by manual emptying into a trailer tank.

Street cleansing and street gully emptying are done by vehicles
designed for that purpose.

SANITARY INSPECTIONS.

The number of inspections made during the year is naturally
lower than that of the previous year, since the Department had
a full complement of staff for only two months of the year, being
one and, for one period, two Sanitary Inspectors under strength
during the remainder of the period. With an establishment of only
three inspectors, it will be appreciated that any defciency in staft
has serious repercussions on the number of visits that are made.
Since the work necessary in connection with housing defects remained
at the level of the previous year, it was found necessary to curtail
the number of routine inspections of other premises. The main
exception to this was the time devoted to smoke abatement, the
number of observations showing an increase of 8o over that of the
previous year.

ANALYTICAL TABLE OF INSPECTIONS.

Bralteluninses. ool . B . o 140
Boiler Plants Inspected ........... R A e e 54
bl st STy o e i e A S S S bl el g1
Closeto—Waste Water oo v i i 4
Complaints Received ........coviimmiinoeiimmssmmmrecnmmnnns 202
Complaints Conlitmed ...ciiiaisma i iasssssin 239
Dairies, Milkshops and Milkstores ........................ 28
VB Vi gl o e e e e e e A e 81
Birains: Smoke TesE oo cunlai oot S 15
Drains Olfactory Test ........... e A A e 4
Braing Cohanr Tast & L e 47
Entertainment Houses ..............ccocvveeninne, 4R e 2
|5 1| S L e T R R e e R e 2
Fish Prying Establishmients ......... ..o 30
Food (Preserved) Manufacturers .............ccoovinrnis 30
Food Catering Establishments ..............ciccciininnss 72
Food Shops and Warehouses .................... S e 129
Factories (A) Power ...... et b e s s 120

Factories (B) Non-Power
Honses - Beleetive it St n ety 41



Honses Detailed Imspeetion’ ... coiii i 7
SRS Dy e L i ol Sy S s e s 7
BHonses EWercraWUang .o oot s ekt e it 5

Ice-Cream Manufactiurers .........cccovivensasissnsinnanss 15
$ [ i e e ol o ORISR N S M o 0 S 22
It icRE EIERABEE . it s v e i i e b b b o S 124
INETVIEWE L. L. i D AR ) ol T e RTINS 401
Licemsed! Premmieas oo ol s v 5
1 B T CE e e et it Be e 32
Meat and Food Inspections ...........ccciconmiivivnivisnens 130
Meat and Food Condemnations ....... e 124
Meennges With OWIES: ..varormemnresssmmsppans sinesmnyssnsne 42
Meetinps With GCoBTactors . ..coui e inansin i sauins 14
b i Ty i = s e il 160
Notices served:
L7 51 . Peieneed Lios ol ool el el e g o8
Ingarmaliv s pe i s 171
Batibasy PUHA o e st 8
Offensive Accumulations ............cooevvuieiecniininninnn, 10
Pl BlOEEs o i i e b A s b v T 11
L STE ot T e S O e L 1
PublicEIoNses i i i e v ediar s i g v
R Ploblc. PTEMIEES. o oo i vt i e s 0
Rats and Mige: .. iimaiiisdiisis b s s 160
Samples Submitted :
(e B o 1 | AN SR N g SRR 54
Muk Biological Test ... cisuimnnmens 123
Milk Methylene Blue Test ........ccccvaviemmniinnnn.. 125
Milk Phosphatase Test .................. o et 4
Mille Torbodity Test ......corvmmmusnsntinsmaibsssns<ins 3
ol gl Sl T S R e e e e e 2
Water, etc. ..... S A S R e A e A 21
IR o e S e ity e ]
ke CIDServatiOne . ovocomissnssns i i s 589
=T L e s ol s N S S 2
Verrminons PEERAISEs .. ... cuuieransnictianins s onninsniiss 8
Verminous Articles .................... e g s Ml flirs 2
Waker SOPBLY i A e 3
LT 2 e okl i o S 3
L R e e B e S 1

Re-Inspections and Re-Visits ..............ccoeeuvvnennnnns 054
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SHOPS ACT.
Duties under this Act are carried out by the Shops and Markets
Inspector, Mr. F. Clegg.

CAMPING SITES AND MOVABLE DWELLINGS.
There are no licensed sites within the Borough, and no
application has been received during the year.

ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION.

The number of smoke observations of industrial chimneys was
again increased this year to 589, as compared with 500 observations
made during 1952. It 1s very gratifying to note that the number
of excessive emissions of black smoke from the 46 factory chimneys
dropped to the record low figure of 4.4% of the total recorded.
The continual education of industrialists and their boilerhouse staff
on the negative economics of black smoke seems at last to be giving
““ light to them that sit in darkness."

A table of comparison for the last three years is set out below :

1953 1952 I95T
No. of observations, each of 30 minutes’ duration 589 500 343
Emissions of black smoke:

] R T L e e i S s — I —
Over 25 minutes but less than 30 minutes ... I — 2
Over 20 minutes but less than 25 minutes ... 1 2 2
Over 15 minutes but less than 2o minutes ... 2 I 5
Over 10 minutes but less than 15 minutes ... -— 3 To
Over 35 minutes but less than 10 minutes ... g 12 30
Over 2 minutes but less than 35 minutes ... Ig 1I5 55
TORANS oo ioissnmsmsmmnnmnnras miaas 26 34 Io4
Percentage of observations showing black smoke
emission of over 2 minutes ..........c.cocnennns 4.4%, 6.6%, 30.3%

The Byelaw for regulating the emission of smoke made by the
Council in October, 1952, was later confirmed by the Minister of
Housing and Local Government, and came into operation on the
first day of April, 1953. In the Byelaw it is laid down that the
emission of black smoke from a chimney of any building, other
than a private house, for more than two minutes in any period of
thirty minutes, shall, until the contrary is proved, be deemed to be
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a statutory nuisance and a smoke nuisance under the Public Health
Act, 1936. It has not been found necessary to invoke the Byelaw
during the year.

In the last quarter of the year a new boiler was fitted in the
boilerhouse of one of the more persistent smoke offenders, since when
there has been, apart from occasional lapses, a considerable improve-
ment. Prior to the installation of the new boiler, 14 observations
gave an average of 6 minutes 4 seconds black smoke per observation,
an average of only 22 seconds emissions of black smoke were
recorded in the 11 observations taken after the installation of the
new boiler.

The atmospheric pollution recordings, which were started in
March, 1952, were continued during the year. These show the
deposited matter and the sulphur compounds present in the air.
The deposited matter is expressed in terms of soluble and insoluble
deposits, and the figures show the rate of deposition in tons per
square mile. Since there is only one recording station, situate on
the north eastern outskirts of the town, it will be appreciated that
the figures obtained will not give a general picture of the atmos-
pheric pollution of the town, but an insight into that part of the
borough.  Weather factors, such as a change in wind direction, a
variation in win velocity, will also have their effect upon the figures
obtained.

The picture presented by a comparison of the two vears’ figures,
within the limitations described in the preceding paragraph upholds
the previous statement that the incidence of atmospheric pollution
1s, albeit slowly, decreasing.

During 1953, the results of analyses of the deposited matter are
given as 61.38 tons of insoluble deposit, and 64.32 tons of soluble
deposit, giving a total deposit of 125.70 tons per square mile during
the year. An average of 10.475 tons total solids per spuare mile per
month during the year, the highest figure was 13.85 tons in July,
the lowest 7.29 tons during October. This apparent contradiction,
since one might have expected to find these figures reversed, the
lower figure being in the summer month, may possibly have been
brought about by deviations from normal in wind drift. The sulphur
content of the atmosphere does not show this anomaly, being highest
in the winter months, when more domestic fires are adding to the
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airborne noxious effluvia. The figure varies from 0.87 in June to
4.36 in January, the amounts representing milligrams of sulphur
trioxide fixed per day per 100 square centimeters of lead peroxide.
The mean figure for the year was 2.174 milligrams.

A comparison of the period of operation of the recordings during
1952 wth the corresponding period last year, namely March to
December inclusive, shows that during 1952 the solid deposits were
48.52 tons insoluble deposits, 70.23 tons soluble deposits, a total of
11.87 tons per square mile per month, whilst the 1953 figures were
49.35 tons insoluble deposits, 54.44 tons soluble deposits, giving a
total average of 10.37 tons per month. The highest figure shown in
1952 was 20.08 tons in December, and the lowest in November, at
6.79 tons per square mile.

SWIMMING BATHS AND POOLS.

The Corporation maintain a Public Baths situate in Bradley
Road, and an Open Air Swimming Pool in Marsden Park.
Swimming baths and slipper baths for males and females are
provided in the Public Baths.

At both premises water filtration and purification plants are
installed.

DISINFESTATION.

Fourteen houses, two of them Corporation Requisitioned
Houses, were disinfested during the year. Action was taken
against five infestations of bed bugs, and nine other types of
infestation, such as lice and cockroaches,

This work, which is carried out by the Department’s staff,
employs powder, smoke generation, and residual spray methods,
the agents used being D.D.T. and ** Gammexane."”’

RODENT CONTROL.

The responsibility for rodent control remains with the Director
of Cleansing, under whose direction the Rodent Operative inspected
some 71g properties. Of these there were found to be 176 rat
infestations, with 173 properties infested with mice. A total of 334
infested properties were treated by the local authority.

SCHOOLS.
Certain improvements have been carried out at five of the
twenty four schools—these included the provision of hot water over
the wash basins at one infants’ school, the provision of three wash-
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hand basins and a sink (in place of enamel bowls), with hot water,
at another infants’ school, the renewal of 21 water closets each with
seperate flushing arrangements at three schools, and the replacement
of a block of unsuitable water closets by a block of urinal stalls and
the re-laying of a defective yard surface at another school.

OFFENSIVE TRADES.
There are no offensive trades established in the Borough.

FACTORIES ACT, 1937,
1. Inspections for purposes of provisions as to health:

Number of ;
N, on Written Oecupiers
Premises Regiater Inspections Notices Prosecuted

(1) Factories in which Sections 1,

2. 3, 4 and 6 are to be enforced

hF Local Aunthoritites ............ L E—— 1 1 [ .
(i) Factories not iurlu{ied in (i) in

which Section T iz enforced by

Local ‘In.:thl:ult:,r ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, . [ e 1, | 15
(iii) Other premises in which Sec-

tion 7 1s enforced by the Local

Authority ........ e Ly e e e = — — —_

Ponal s s s b [, 7, 15 —

2. Cases in which defects were found:
No, of cazes

in which
Referrad Referred prosecutions
Particulars Found  Remedied Inspector Inspector Were

to HUAL by HAM. instituted
Sanitary Conveniences (5. 7

(b) Unsuitable or defective... 13 g — 3 —
{c) Not separate for sexes — — - 1 —
Other offences against the Act
(not including offences relat-
ing to outwork) ................. 1 — — 1 -
| R e e o e 14 g 5 —

3. Outwork: No notification of outworkers has been received.

COMMON LODGING HOUSES, HOUSES LET IN LODGINGS
AND UNDERGROUND SLEEPING ROOMS.

There are no such premises within the Borough.

CANAL BOATS.

Visits were made from time to time to the Leeds and Liverpool
Canal, but on no occasion was it possible to intercept a canal boat,
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RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MATERIALS ACT, 1951.

There are seven registered premises on which rag flock or other
hlling materials are used in the manufacture of furniture, etc., and
nine visits were made to these premises.

Samples of filling materials were taken on two occasions, with
results as shown below:

Type of material tesult of analysis
Wool flocks (dyed) Satisfactory.
Cotton flocks Unsatisfactory.

Trash, average content 20.79,
(Legal maximum of trash 159,).
Warning issued to vendor, who
had already used the remaining
small amount of flocks.

CHIEF SANITARY REQUIREMENTS OF THE DISTRICT.
This remains the conversion of waste water closets to fresh water
closets, more than half the closets being of the former type, 6,809
as against 6,246 fresh water closets.

PET ANIMALS ACT, 1951.
There are four premises registered for the sale of pet animals,

to which eleven visits were made during the year. No contraventions
of the Act were observed.
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On the whole the general standard of housing is good, there
being a large proportion of owner-occupied houses in the town.
Defects found are in the main due to lack of repairs and maintenance,
largely due to uneconomic rentals.

During the year 123 informal notices, and 7 formal notices were
served upon the owners of dwellinghouses for the abatement of the
420 defects found. At the end of the year 55 informal and 4 formal
notices had been complied with, and 118 defects remedied. In
addition 192 defects found during 1952 were abated, making a total
of 310 defects remedied during 1953. 759 inspections and re-in-
spections were made, and 59 dwellinghouses were rendered fit as a
result of action taken during the year. Due to various changes in
circumstances, 5 notices, covering I2 defects were cancelled during
this period.

The following tables give details of repairs carried out during
the year:

Found Remedied Remedied in 1953
During 1953 Found in 1952

Defective roof ...oiiiiivivisnanns 20 8 22
Defective rainwater gutterings 41 21 14
Defective rainwater pipe ........ 21 10 5
Defective chimney stacks and

aad pots Goihladsiniiaa 3 I 3
Defective chimney flashings ... 7 I 6
Defective chimney flues ......... 3 3 —
Defective Walls i icvoeas i 5P — 1
Defective wall pointing ......... 13 i 17
Damp walls ook 8 —
Defective ceiling plaster ......... 32 5 10
Defective wallplaster ............. 45 6 27
Defective windows | window

ERATTES: vliud i embenbt s 36 3 14
Defective pointing to windows 18 3 12
Defective sashcords .............. 24 3 16
Defective doOrs .....coimmessemines 8 — 2
Defechve SIS . .uiiiiimanm. B — 2
Defective handrails ............... 2 — -
Absence of handrail .............. 4 — —
Defective wood floors ............ 710 I 6

Defective stone floors ... .. 2 — . 1
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Found Remedied Remedied in 1952
During 1955 Found in 1952

Defective fireplaces ............... 14 § 3
Defective firebacks . i I —
Delective firebottoms ............. 2 - -
Defective sinks ...... e ez 3 I
Defective sink waste pipes ...... 10 — ; I
Defective bath waste pipes ...... 3 — —_
Defective hot water cisterns .... 1 1 -
Defective fresh water closets ... 2 2 2
Defective fresh water closet

CISEPET o i s abin s iasasmis 1 — s
Defective waste water closets ... 3 3 _—
Defective water closet com-

DATEERETINS . i sin o s ingin 1 —_ = 1
Defective  w.c. compartment

SRR ST kol i Loyt L s 3 — —_
Defective w.c. compartment

doors [ frames .......occmeomesa 5 5 4
Defective  w.c. compartment

EOOESE St 0 4 5
Defective w.c. compartment

R 6 2 i
Defective waste water closet

L b B R e R A A e S I -
Defective drains .......c.oovoneinnes 21 I4
Detfective tippler -...occiciniiivin I I —
Defective soil pipe ................ -—— —
Defective vent pipe .......peeueen —— — 1
Defective yard surfaces ......... 4 —_ 2
Defective yard wall ............... 1 - —_
Defective yard gate ............... I — —_
Defective coal store door ....... 1 —_ _
Dirty premises ...........i.oovieees 3 I —
Accumulations of rubbish ...... 4 i | = —
Rodent infestations ............... 3 2 —

e N 426 118 10)2
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Number of new houses erected during the year:

Houses Flats

(i} By the local authotiby .....oovaraiesane s 30
(i) By other local authorities ...........ifivicenciiiaan —
(iif) By other bodies or Persons ..........cccoseeienneess §

1. Inspections of dwellinghouses during the year:—

(i) (a) Total number of dwellinghouses inspected formally

or informally for housing defects ...

(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose ......

(ii) (a) Number of dwellinghouses included above which

were inspected and recorded under the Housing

Consolidated Regulations ...............

(b) Number of inspections made for thL purpnsL ......

(i) Number of dwellinghouses found to be in a state so

dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for human

habitation ... ; : ;

(iv) Number of clutlimg‘tmuwa fuund nut tﬂ bc in al] respeus
reasonably fit for human habitation ..........

123
739

Nil
Nil

Nil

123

2. Remedy of defects during the vear without service of

formal notices: —
Number of defective dwellinghouses rendered fit in conse-
quence of informal action by the local authority ...........

3. Action under statutory powers during the year: —

33

(a) Proceedings under sections g, 10 and 16 of the Housing Act,

1936
(1) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which formal
notices were served requiring repairs .....................
(i) Number of dwellinghouses which, after service of
formal notices, were rendered fit:
el BT i 2 R i e e e e e
(b) By local authority in default of owners ............
(b) Proceedings under Public Health Acts:
(1) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which formal
notices were served requiring defects to be remedied ...
(i) Number of dwellinghouses in which defects were
remedied after service of formal notices: —
() "B ORINBIE: < i i e s R A R R BN A AL
(b) By local authority in default of owners ............

Nil
Nil



(b)

(c)

(d)

5

Houses Flats
Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the Housing
AetiFnnmboBemelihion) wkne il e e Nil
Proceedings under Section 12 of the Housing Act, 1930
(L nderoroine TODIAEY . .uusee o raons s s nmia bu o e wobs s Nil
4. Housing Act, 1936—Part IV—Overcrowding:
Number of dwellings overcrowded at the end of year
... Not known
Number of new cases of overcrowding reported during
1 o o e e 4
(i) Number of cases of overcrowding relieved during
THLE SR s s s w e A —
(i) Number of persons concerned in such cases ......... —_
5. Housing Act, 1949—Part II—Improvement Grants, etc.:
(i) Number of schemes submitted :
(a) by private individuals to local authority ... Nil
(b) by local authority to Ministry .................. Nil
(ii) Number of dwellinghouses or other buildings
L A e s s Nil
(i) Number of schemes approved by Ministry ......... Nil
(ii) Number of dwellinghouses or other buildings
AR L e e s S R A A Nil
(iii) Number of additional separate dwellings to be pro-
vided under these approved schemes .................. Nil
Number of additional separate dwellings actually com-
pleted darine Mhe PRAE o.oiii it s e s e Nil
Any other action taken under the Act ........c.ocooenneaii. Nil

SUFFICIENCY OF SUPPLY OF HOUSES.

It is estimated that the following types and numbers of houses
are required to meet the shortage in the district:

3 bedroom type houses ............... 125
2 bedroom type houses ............... 1I30
Aged Persons' Bungalows ............ 50
Spingters’ Plaks ... e s 20

The erection of 69 houses on the Marsden Park and Hodge
House Estates was in hand at the end of the year, and the provision
of a further 49 houses was contemplated.



o

OVERCROWDING.
Five cases were investigated during the year, four of which
were cases of statutory overcrowding. Two of these, found during

December, were recommended to the Corporation Housing Depart-
ment for priority in re-housing.



Inspection and Supervision of Food.
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MILK SUPPLY.
There are produced or sold within the district 63 different milks,
which are contained in the following categories:

Tuberculin Tested ............. AP 30
sugemedhiberl s oo i 2
Non-designated ............... S e 20
Pasteurisgd .. ..ot s 4
LT Pastenmised: o 4
Sterilised .....ccvoiemeinninimenieieensimienas 3

Of this number 23 milks, of which nine are T.T. and 14 non-
designated, are produced within the borough, and are disposed of as
follows:

Wholesale to one of four pasteurising plants outside the district

(2 T.T. milks, 12 non-designated milks) ........................ 14
Part wholesale to a pasteurising plant and part direct retail

B0 i e 11 ) R Sty St cimamns e, t I
Wholesale to retail distributors (T.T. milk) ..........coooiiiin... 3
Producer-retailers (3 T.T. milks, 2 non-designated milks) ......... 5

The sources of supply of the grades of milk sold retail within the
district are as follows:—

Produced Produced
in outside
district digtrict Total
Tuberculin Testad ........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnaians T 21 28
iy iyt 1] e ool S — 2 2
Mon-degipnabad .. ool B 6 8
Prstenriged ......cccoviecossrassnni — L} 4
T.T. Pasteorized .........coooiiiviririininiiennnine = 4 4
bai sl o e e —_ o 3
e 1| g e L 2 40 49
No of registered distributors operating from:
Dairies v Ahe ciSERICE v i sk diam s s g s s s S
Dairy farms in the district
(registered by the local authority) ...............coiiiin nil
(registered by the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries) ... 6
Shops in the district other than dairies ...............cocoian, 104
Pramices onteide the diSITICE ... oo mmimmsnsnmsis s s smm 22

Under the Milk (Special Designation) (Raw Milk) Regulations,
1049, 23 licences to use the special designation ““Tuberculin Tested™
in relation to milk sold by them were issued to dealers, and under the
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Milk (Special Designation) (Pasteurised and Sterilised Milk

Regulations, 1949, licences were issued to 24 retail distributors
of Pasteurised Milk and 106 retail distributors of Sterilised Milk.

The emphasis on milk sampling was continued, and all supplies
of raw milk produced within and brought into the Borough for
retail sale were submitted to bacteriological and biological
examination at least twice during the year. A total of 236 samples
of such milks were sampled, an increase of 42 over the previous year.
The sample results are given below.

Tuberculin Tested Bilk No. of samples. Result=.
Tuberculosis-biological test .............. 60 ... 50 negative, 1 positive.
Methylene Blue reduction test ........ 70 ... 56 satisfactory.

: ) 14 unsatisfactory.
Aceredited Millk

Tuberculosis-biological test ............... 10 ... 10 negative
Methylene Blue reduction test _........ {1 8 satsfactory.
2 unsatisfactory.
Non-designated Milk
Tuberculosis-biological test ............... 42 ... 39 negative, 3 positive.
Methylene Blue reduction test ........ 44 ... 26 satisiactory.

18 unsatisfactory.

Of the 14 Tuberculin Tested Milks found unsatisfactory on the
Methylene Blue Test, 13 were obtained from retailers and 1 from a
wholesaler, whilst a similar comparison between the 18 unsatisfactory
results of non-designated milks show that only 3 of these were
obtained from retailers, the remaining 15 being from farmers who
wholesale their milk. It may be that, knowing the milk was later to
be heat treated, these farmers neglected to practice clean milk
production. One such sample failed the methylene blue test by
decolourising in 1 hour, when a satisfactory milk would not have
discoloured in 5} hours — this on a winter’s morning when the
temperature was two degrees below freezing, and it was a sample
of that morning’s milking. Since the sample bottles are sterile, it
can best be left to the imagination as to what happened in the cow-
shed that morning.

In addition to the samples of raw milk referred to above, 8
samples of heat treated milks were taken, with results as follows:

Pasteurised Milk : No. of samples, Result.
Phosphotaae $eab ....oovi i vvneneminan e siisenses 7 T L 2 satisfactory
1 unsatisfactory
Methylene Blue reduction test ............ E oo 1 satisiactory
T.T. Pastenrised Milk :
Methylene Blue reduction test ............ B 1 satisfactory

Sterilized Milk :
gl T 1T 7 R .y e I 3 satisfactory
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Upon receipt of an adverse Methylene Blue sample report,
further samples are taken, and where the duties of the Department
allow, advice given. '

IFollowing notification that 4 samples of milk had been proved
by biological tests to contain tubercle bacilli, the information was
immediately passed on to the Divisional Inspector of the Ministry
of Agriculture and Fisheries. These were all samples of milk produced
and obtained within the district, three samples being non-designated
milks, and one Tuberculin Tested milk. Two of the non-designated
milks and the Tuberculin Tested milk were retailed direct to the
public, whilst the remaining non-designated milk was wholesaled
for subsequent heat treatment.

Results of Ministry investigations by the Divisional Inspector
of the Ministry of Agriculture and Iisheries within the district
arising from notification of tuberculous milk:

M. of Velerinary INSDACHOREL. .. . cix st nsamannie s sin hamse raias b
No. of cases where animals seized under Tuberculosis Order,

B8 cdnalathat o dosaasl wal T W L T 3
Moy of animals seized . ik Sie i e 3
No. of cases reported negative where animals had been sold

priotoinvestigation o o aeiE st i s Nil
No. of cases reported negative, no animals seized ............... I

The case reported as negative, where no animals were seized,
concerned the Tuberculin Tested milk, and two subsequent samples
of this milk were both reported as giving a negative result to the
biological test.

Action was taken under Article 20 of the Milk and Dairies
Regulations, 1949, on four occasions.

MEAT AND FOOD INSPECTION.
The following foods were found unfit for human consumption,
and were destroyed under supervision after being surrendered
voluntarily :

Produet. Containers. Tonsz. Cwis. Qtrs. Lbs. Des.
APPles: v i B e i 38 2 4 2
w10 L e s A, SRS | 22 I38
Beans ...... e s S I 3 71
Beef Loat, Minced ... ... ... 59 2 b 5

Beef, Pressed ... .., ... .0 ooh — 12 4



Product.
Beef Steak ... ... ..
Bilberries :
Blackcurrants ... ...
Blancmange Powder
T T
Broth, Chicken
Cabbage

ABRITINER) oo e s b e s

CRReSe .. was seecs
Cheese Spread
Cherries

Chicken

Chicken, Minced ... ... ... ...

Coffee .
Compound Fat
Crawfish
Cream
Damsons

Egg Powder, Dried ... ... ...

Fruit Salad

T L
IOFAPBEINIE oo icoiiin v i

Grapefruit Juice
(:reengages

R P g S

Ham, Boiled
Hake
Jam

T T R R

Lard

Lobster, Rock ... ... ..

Luncheon Meat
Margarine ..

Meat Loaf ... ... .

Milk
Oranges
Pastry, Puff
Peaches
Pears

Peas

59

Containers. Tons. Cwis. Qbrs.

2
4
A e SO
...... O 2
10
I
5
5
6
2
102 3
2
1
— 1 2
4
5
8o 3
14
9
18
2
20 1
21 1
53 3
I
I
1
"2 2
— I 2
14
202 I 3
3
12
103 I T
85
200 I 2

Lbs.
14

20

14
21

Ln

L7

I3

Oz,
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Produet. Containers. Tons. Cwts. Qtrs. Lbs. Ozs.
Palehantls | o s v g ot 4 % T
Pineapple. i i sis b smedie B 2., . B
12 | 1101 R 1 3 Iz .. 6§
107 1| S e e o 3 2 IO
Pork, Jellied ... i i s 2 12 0
1 54001 Fi T SRR GRS B R | ) Z.. 9 1}
Pudding, Custard I 4%
Rabbits 2 I 0 8 0
Raspberries 7 5 7%
e - R R 4 1 0 6 0
Salad 3 2. I4%
=1 771 o SR e o b ar
Savdines: . oG S as GE En T8 21 0}
Sausages — 2 22 0
Shrimps 2 73
=51 ) 0 e S R SR 19 I
Spaghetti | 0
Blealt | oo nn i s e g UE g 2w
SITaWDBTFIES o svi whe exe wnes LT 22 o
LT S AT S 4 R e § g 8
Sweel Bak oo oo s sn i B— 1 2 0 0
2T 1 s S T e 1 T I3
1071777 Vo= (A SR VRSN, - g fH
TRDEIE™ * i e e ke G 3 - o 23
ERpE " facin e Gh e G et e 14
Veal, Jellied ... ... ... ici oia0 I8 3 )
Vegetables, Mixed ... ... ... 2 I 10

Fotales o o S oses s 2080 I 17 o 20 3

The number of pigs slaughtered under the self-suppliers of meat
scheme dropped considerably, from 33 in 1952 to only 8 this year.

All were found to be fit for human consumption,
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FOOD PREMISES.

A total of 501 inspections was made of premises where food is

prepared or sold for human consumption.

between the various types of business as shown below :

Type of business,
Baker and Confectioner .........
15T o T T S e e i e
Cafes and Canteens ........coovuns
Fried Fish and Fishmongers ...
Cither Toadshops .....c..cviivans

Number.
g6
bo
42
33

137

These were divided

Visits.,

140
91
72
39

159

The number of food premises registered under Section 14 of the
Food and Drugs Act, 1938, for the preparation of preserved food and
the manufacture or sale of ice-cream, and the number of inspections

of these premises is detailed below.

Type of business, No. registered.
Baker and Confectioner ... 84
Bakery and Catering ....... 4
Bareher s 37

Cooked Meats, etc. .........
PiEh Ser e L
Mixed and Grocery .........

Lo = L

No. of inspections.

?2
8
25
)

DEFECTS FOUND IN FOOD PREMISES.

Informal action, either in the form of written or verbal notice,
was taken on 113 occasions against the owners or occupiers of varions
food premises. The total number of defects found was 202, of which
75 were remedied. In addition, 76 defects found in 1952 were abated,
making a total of 151 improvements carried out during the year.

Norices IssUED AND REsurLts aT YEAR END.

Written
Type of premises. notices, Completed.
Food preparation ... I3 4
Food shop ............ 16 5
Cateming :icsiverccinna I —_—
Totals ......on 30 9

e —

Verbal
notices,

46
24
13

—_—

83

Completed
10
11
10
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DEerFecTs Founp anp REsSULTS AT Y EArR EnD.

Written Verbal
_ Type of premises, nolices, Completed. notices, Completed.
Food preparation ... 35 8 76 30
Faod shop ... 47 14 43 23
Cateming: i 1 —— — e
Totals . &3 22 11 53

e - —— ———— —_———

The following table analyses the defects found during the year,
the number of those abated, and the number of defects found during
1952 but remedied in 1953.

Found Abated Abated in 1952
During 1953 Found in 1952
Defective roof ....covvevvevieeeennns I —_
Defective rainwater pipes ......... 2 —
Defective rainwater gutterings ... 1
Defective ceilings .................. 13
Defective wall surfaces ... ........ 24
Detective window frame ...........
Defective sashcord .................
Defective floors, wooden .........

I
7
Defective llogrs, stone ..o
2
8

| <& |

b
|=F-‘LAJHI@L-:-H[I

Defective yard surfaces ............
Defective w.c. compartments .....
Insufficient ventilation to
w.c. compartment ................ — —
Defective water closets ............
Diefective draifis ... divstaniing.
Defective sinks .......... Rt
Defective sink waste pipes .........
Absence of waste receptacles ......
Insufficient waste receptacles ...
Insufficient ventilation .............
Insufficient storage for outdoor
ClOtIDE - o s e s —
Insufficient fuel storage ............ 2
Defective refrigerator ............... 2
Defective equipment ............... - —
4
I

|U:L-;-|:,:|.:HH
WlMWHH b
C“-] o H I

b3

|
R

Unsuitable equipment .............
Defective food storage .............
Insufficient food storage ............ 14

=1 = W
|
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[mproper use of room
Use of basement for {ood
preparation room
Absence of, or insufficiency of,
hot water
Absence of suitable washing
bacilaties oo e
Absence of towel, nailbrush, etc.
Accumulations of rubbish
IREERE EMAEE . o v scn s m s o
Dirty walls and ceilings ............
Dirty floors
Ihrty utensils; €hc: .....:-isaabiuias
Dirty waste receptacles ............
Dirty w.c. accommodation
Mice infestation ... ........cocoevnis
Fly infestation

---------------------------

...........................

IR v e s R e

Found Abated Abated in 1953
During 1953 Found in 1952
i 5 I
I I —
10 4 I
2 —— S
4 2 3
b 5 -
3 2 I
37 9 24
7 2 =
4 I —
I I —
= = I
4 4 I
I I —
202 75 76

FOOD AND DRUGS ACTS.

The Lancashire County Council are responsible for the chemical
sampling of milk and other foods within the Borough, and I am
indebted to Dr. S. C. Gawne, County Medical Officer of Health,
for the following details of samples procured during the year.

A total of 170 samples was obtained; of these 113 were of milk

and the 57 others comprised : —

1 Pork Sausage

3 Beef Sausage

Ment Pies

Custard Powder
Drinking Chocolate
Dripping

,"l.:s[lﬁiriu Tablets
Sodinm Bicarbonate
Sweels

Gelatine

Flour

Stewed Steak, canned
Steak Pudding, canned
Curry Powder
Mustard Compound
Dried Herhs

Malt, Milk and Cocoa Beverage
Mincemeat

TQ DO DO b et ot i BT 3 D (D DD e s B3 £

3
1

Caoffes

Milk condensed special full
cream, sweetened

Milk condensed full cream,
unsweetened

Fruit., ecanned

Soup, canned

Tomato Ketchup

Syrup

Semolina

Sauce

Pepper

Sulphur Ointment

South African Sherry

Port

Bacon

(Cheese Spread

Gronnd Almonds

Self Raising Flour
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All the above samples were reported by the County Analyst
to be genuine with the exception of the following: —

Sample. tesult of Analysis. Action taken,

1 Pork SBausage ..... ... Deficient 109 of the minimum Vendor cautioned.
percentage of meat .........

1 informal mlk ........ Freezing point indicated the Vendor cautioned and
presence of 1.4% of ex- further sample ob-
traneons water ... .......... tained.

1 formal milk .......... Freezing point indicated the Vendor cautioned.

presence of 0.69% of ex-
traneonz water .....occoieen

1 formal milk .......... Freezing point indicated the Vendor notified and
presence of 2% of ex- further sample ob-
traneous waber ................ tained. )

1 Sulphur ointment ... Contained only 8.6% sulphur. Vendor interviewed
B.P. limits 9.59,—10.5%, and stock with-

drawn from sale.

1 formal milk .......... Deficient 59 fat ............. oo Vendor notified.

ICE-CREAM.
There are 129 premises registered for the sale of ice-cream,
including five premises at which ice-cream is manufactured. At

three of these, ice-cream is manufactured by the cold mix method,
whilst the remaining two manufacturers employ heat treatment
methods. The products of 15 manufacturers are on sale within the
district, and samples were taken of each and subjected to a Methylene
Blue reduction test, with results as shown below:

Grade I (sabStackory] oot finiitae 31
g1 (B e o AT IN A LT SRR e Al g
¢ b | D e I e S R e i
Grade qi .l il i S S R 4
Inconclusive results ........... HIEE o BIEISE SO0 3

HEALTH EDUCATION.

Whilst it was not possible to organise a series of lectures on Food
Hygiene to persons employed in the various food trades, opportunity
was taken on visiting premises where food was prepared or sold to
instruct the staff on the hygienic measures necessary for that par-
ticular business. It i1s found that, by explaining the reasons for
requiring precautions to be taken in the handling of food, personnel
appreciate our point of view, and are much meore willing to
co-operate,



Prevalence of, and Control over
Infectious Diseases
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INFECTIOUS AND OTHER NOTIFIABELE DISEASES
(EXCEPT TUBERCULOSIS).

There was a marked increase in the number of notifications
during 1953, a total of 834 being received against 330 the previous
year, and almost double the average number per year over the
previous five years. This was due to the number of cases of measles
and whooping cough.

Comments on the various diseases are as follows:

SCARLET FEVER.

A decrease of 23 cases on the previous year and about the
average per year over the 5 years previous. Most of the cases were
during the first and last quarters of the year and occurred amongst
schoolchildren.  The disease was of a very mild type but 18 cases
were removed to hospital on account of the inadequacy of isolation
facilities. The incidence rate per 1000 of population was 0.54 higher
than that for the whole of England and Wales.

MEASLES.

There was a very marked increase in these cases, 576 against
118 during 1952 and over double the yearly average over the ive
previous years. Almost all the cases occurred during the frst six
months of the year, particularly January and February and more
than half were children under the age of five years, five cases with
complications being removed to hospital. The incidence rate was
17.18 per 1000 of population compared with 12.36 per 1000 for the
country as a whole,

Wnooring COUGH,

Almost double the cases notified the previous year and well over
the average per year for the previous five years, giving an incidence
rate of 4.2 per 1000 of population compared with 3.58 per 1000
for the whole of the country, and mainly occurred during the first
and last quarters of the vear. Most of the cases were amongst
pre-school children. Three cases were removed to hospital.

PNEUMONIA,

A decrease of 7 cases on the previous year. Half the cases were
persons of 45 years of age or over, and there were g deaths during
the year,



MENINGOCOCCAL INFECTION.
One case, an adult, notified during August and removed to
hospital.

ACUTE POLIOMYELITIS.

Four cases notilied and confirmed, 3 paralytic cases and 1 non-
paralytic. The incidence rate 1s comparable with the country as
a whole and sub-divisions thereof.

ERYsSIPELAS.

Six notifications were received, an increase of 5 on the previous
year, and 3 cases were removed to hospital. The incidence rate is
slightly higher than the rest of the country.

MALARIA.

One case was notified in August and this was a malarial relapse

following infection contracted abroad.

FFooD POISONING.

Of 11 cases notified only 3 were confirmed by laboratory
examination of specimens, as cases of Salmonella Food Poisoning,
and 2 of these were children of one family, no other member of
which was affected. Five of the other cases were in one family,
but samples of suspected food were not obtainable, and although
eight of the total cases occurred in June around the same date,
there was no common factor applicable and in only one case was
the diagnosis confirmed bacteriologically.

No other notifications were received during the vear but there
are two points 1 would like to make with regard to Smallpox and
Diphtheria, as follows:

SMALLPOX.

We have had no cases for many years now, but the risk of an
outbreak is ever present and possibly increased due to the speed of
contemporary travel, although great care is taken by the port and
airport authorities to prevent the entry of the disease into the
country.

Our main protection against this disease is in vaccination or

re-vaccination to maintain immunity, but this is one of those things
about which the general public are apathetic until an outbreak
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occurs, when a serious state of affairs can then develop and a heavy
unnecessary burden be thrown on the already heavily strained
medical services. I must, therefore, stress the importance of
vaccination, particularly of infants, and strongly recommend this
to all parents.

DIPHTHERIA.

There has been no case of diphtheria in Nelson since 1948. For
the whole of England and Wales the notifications dropped from over
40,000 in the year 1942 to less than 400 in 1952, and during the same
period the deaths from diphtheria decreased from 1807 to 32.

This remarkable reduction in the incidence of the disease and
the number of deaths, is, of course, due to the extensive
immunisation against the disease which has been carried out during
the period but the disease does still occur.

Whilst immunisation is maintained at a fairly high level locally,
it still falls short of the target for it is considered by the Ministry
of Health that the protection rate should be at least 75% of the
child population. No doubt the reason is that the fear of diphtheria
has decreased with the reduced incidence and most parents have
never seen a case of the disease.

If we are to continue to enjoy this freedom from diphtheria
we must effectively use the weapon of immunisation, and I strongly
recommend all parents to avail themselves of the opportunity of
having their children 1mmunised. Immunisation 1is simple,
practically painless, and provided free, by most private medical
practitioners or by the County Medical staff at the Infant Welfare
Centres.

HoSPITAL ACCOMMODATION FOR INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

This accommodation with the exception of that for smallpox,
is provided by the Burnley and District Hospital Management
Committee at Marsden Hospital, Burnley, and almost all cases
requiring hospitalisation are admitted thereto. There are, however,
occasions when accommodation is not available and arrangements
are then made through the Bed Bureau.

During the year 36 patients, 21 less than in the previous vear,
were admitted to Infectious Diseases Hospitals.
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The following Tables show : —

Analysis, according to disease and age of patient of cascs
notified during 1953.

Comparison of Infectious Diseases figures for 1953 with those
of the previous year.

Comparison of Infectious Diseases figures for 1953 with those
of the previous 5 years and average.

Monthly Incidence of notified cases.

Ward Analysis of notifications.

Comparison of case rates for certain infectious diseases with
figures for England and Wales and sub-divisions of the country.
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COMPARISON OF FIGURES FOR 1952 WITH THOSE
OF THE PREVIOUS YEAR.

Cases Cases |
removed 1o Deaths

Motihable disecase Notified lIil.‘ilJ‘ElﬂI |
1953 | 1952 | 1953 j 1952 | 1953 | 1952
Scarlet Fever: .......iciiciiea... 65 88 18 41 —_ —
Enteric or typhoid fever ...... v 1 2 | - =
Dleailen. o fiuscasfnseradbnarnngnsnses 376 118 3 2 — —
Whooping Cough ............... T4 76 3 2 - e
PIMBLLIROINNR: < iss snvnninsdnaiines s 26 33 — - 0 10
Puerperal pyrexia ......cc....... - - e - e -—
Meningococcal infection ...... l — 1 —_ | - -
Acute poliomyelitis-paralytic... 3 4 3 £ | = -
non-paralytic 1 — | e | - —_
EBBEIEEY oviininsnniiisnrmassmayns || l - 1 | — —
Byl oo nnni bl 6 1 3 ] = -
Malaria............ T PRI l — — — — —
Food Poisoning ...........cc.coo. 11 | 8 2 2 . —
Tokals: oo .. 834 | 330 36 | 37 9 10

INFECTIOUS DISEASES NOTIFICATIONS
(EXCLUDING TUBERCULOSIS).
COMPARISON OF 1052 FIGURES WITH FIGURES FOR PREVIOUS
5 YEARS AND AVERAGE.

Notifications received Total  Average | Notifi-

Motifiable disease during : for | mumber cations
1948 | 1949 | 1950 | 1951 | 1952 |5 yrs.| per yr. | 1953

i R e
SOINBINEMENE ks i viansva Baien s wniaiaiia - — I - - -— — — —
Seariet Fever ....c.iioviaa 69 47 52 61 88 | 3i7 634 G5
Diphtheria ....cciivmmimnsninin 1 — — — —_ l 0-2 —
Enteric or typhoid lever ... — - - -— 1 1 02 —
Faratyphoid ...l — — — — — —_ — —-
1 b T T O Y 406 19 | 577 190 | 118 1370 274-0 | 576
Whooping Cough ............ 113 g | 247 45 | 76 | 490 98-0 | 144
PRCUTHONIE cicvoisiisenisiinssas 6 21 gl 1D 36 33 106 2]-2 26
Puerperal pyrexia ............ 3 2ap 2 — 8 1-6 e
Meningococeal infection...... 1 —_ | — 1 - - 2 0-4 |
Acute poliomyelitis
PREANWEE oioasasiisisssing — 1 — 2 | 4 7 1-4 3
Non-paralytic ............... - — — — = e - 1
Acute Encephalitis

T 1y e B L B | — — = — 1 0-2 -—
Post Infectious............... - - - - - — —_ | - —
LELT. T 1T o A R S i — 2 1] 25 | 50 —-
Ophthalmia Neonatorum ... 2. o l -_ | = 1 0-8 -
Brysipelas . ..o iiiiiaaiire. 4+ | 5 2 == 1 12 2-4 0
Ly, b E T T T O Ry o — — — — — —_ | - 1
Food Poisoning* ............... — - e 13 3 21 4-2 11

— 1 e - —-

Totals ... .. | 610 | 165 | 892 | 368 | 330 12365 | 4730 | 834

*Hn.tiliahle from 1951.
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MONTHLY INCIDENCE OF NOTIFIED CASES.

|
Discase Jan. FEI).:Mar Apr. Ma}' _]une_]uljf' Auz. Sept Oct. "-.m Dee. Total

|
|
=1
Smallpox......c.cvveves | — | — ' '

e L ) (BTN S S e R WA
Scarlet Fever......... 13 ] 2| —1 5 2 3 5 i 8| 16 | 65
Diphtheria ............ — === |=|=|=|=|=|=|=|=| =
Enteric or Typhoid | ,

G e - - === === === —
Paratyphoid ......... i et el o B et I e el e | —| —| —
Meagles ..o 139 190 (93 |61 45 39 | 4| 3 1 1| — | — | 576
Whooping Cough... | 12 136 |21 | 7| 4 4 1 111} 21 (13| 13 | 144
Acute Pneumonia... 2 3| 51 3 2 2 1 l 1 I
Puerperal Pyrexia... | — | — | — | — | — | —m | — | —m —=| =| = | = | —
Meningococcal - | I

Infection ...oo.... — | — — = | —_ | = = i I B | | e 1
Acute Poliomyelitis | , | \

Paralytic ..... e | | [ [ | o=l (= 1| (E=t 3

Non-paralytic ... | — | — =] 1| === == === 1
Acute Encephalitis ‘ vl

Infective ....co.:- —_— === == === == =] =

Post Tafective ... | == | == = fe==]o== | e= ==l = =) == | S2n | —
Dysentery ............ — === === =|=| === =
Ophthalmia ;

Neonatorum...... — |- == = = = === =
Erysipelas ............ l | — l — | - -] | — | 2| 2| — f
Malaria ............... e e R e e B e Y B i 1
Food Poisoning ...... = 1 — T Mt 1L g

Totals ...... |168 231 (122 | 72 | 56 | 5

WARD ANALYSIS OF NOTIFICATIONS.

| = = e = ‘
w | = | = | = -
Bl T Z HEIRAR S
Disease ® | 8 E-E‘&HE'% E‘
= O 5 = | Eq;" ! A i z | = Total
BMANPOE & i e nearin — i —_— === = = | =] =
Scarlet Fever oiciiiciciceess T 21122 8 i 714 65
PIphthema .cuicesenssonssnisins — | === = | =| =
Enteric or Typhoid Fever...... — === ’ — === —
Paratyphoid <. ... i |oe=he= == | == F =) R
7 LTS TR SRR P [ SR S 121 | 38 | 53 | B8 | 68 | 74 82 52 | 576
Wheoping Cough ............... 26 | 16 |12 |26 16| 9| 22 ] 17 | 144
Acute pneumonia ............... S| @p=| & $| &g slos
Puerperal Pyrexia .......ccociees —_— | —_— === | = | = - =
Meningococcal Infection ...... | — | — | — | —| | | — | - — 1
Acute Poliomyelifis............... | |
Eamalphie oi-.dticooi i 1 | — I f—] == — || PPy
Non-paralytic .............o.a. — | == === 1| = 1
Acute Encephalitis | :
Infeetive oon i — = S e =
Post Infective .................. —_— = = = = — = =] =
3T e R e e — = i e e L e
Ophthalmia Neonatorum ... — == | = : —|l=|={=] =
Erysipelas ............ bR 1 2 — =1 —=11 1 1 fi
L% 1 [T T e SRR e B 1 | — i = |
Food Polsoning .........c..ec.ee. — | 2] 8| —| 1|—| &§| — 11
S I |
Totals ... - (1589 .61 I Hl ||3]' | EI? 99 '129 | 76 | 834




INFECTIOUS AND OTHER

(NELSON FIGURES ADDED TO FIGURES SUPPLIED BY THE

Xotifications
{Corrected)

Typhoid Fever ...............
Paratyphoid Fever .........
Meningocoeeal Infection...

Scarlet Fever ........
Whnn!)m g Cough ..
Diphtheria ..................
Erysipelas ....

Smallpox
T A RS

Pneamonia ..

Acute Poliom r-elnhs -

(including Polio-
encephalitis) :
Paralvtic

Non-paralytic

Food Poisoning ....... o

Puerperal Pyrexia ..

B .
H B
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TUBERCULOSIS.

There were 27 new cases notified, 23 respiratory cases (7 males
and 16 females) and 4 non-respiratory cases (3 males and 1 female).
This was a decrease of 4 cases (1 respiratory and 3 non-respiratory)
on the total for the previous year, and gave an incidence rate of
0.80 per 100 of population (respiratory 0.08 and non-respiratory
0.12 per 1000) compared with 0.91 per 1000. Whilst the total
respiratory cases was less than last year, the number of males was
the lowest, but the number of females was the highest for many
years.

The occupations of the new patients notified during the year
are as follows:

=
=

Non-respiratory cases, M. F.

BB Lhh e aes des b e
[y Fe] Lo A —— S
N e S e
No accupation .......o.....

Respiratory Cases.

Cleaner
Cottonn Winder .........o...
Domestic Servant .........
H.M. Forces (Arnny)
Houzewifs  .occiviciveinans
Metal Polisher .....cooooo..
Motor Driver ..........oc...
Nurse (Stucent)
Chwearlookar ..o 000
Sehool Child . .....cooeniines
School Teacher .....oo.....
Shop Assistant
Telephonist ..........ccoo0e
Wailtress
L TR e R SRS e 1

| et DS e .
+——I|-|—l
—

[

R S

—— |

Seven deaths from tuberculosis were registered, 6 Respiratory
cases (5 males and 1 female) and 1 Non-respiratory (a female) case,
which gave a death rate of 0.21 per 1006 of population, respiratory
0.18 and non-respiratory 0.03 per 1000. The figure for England
and Wales was 0.20 per 1000 of population.

Compared with the previous year, there were 4 less deaths in
1953, and the death rate was less by 0.11 per 1000 of population.
The following tables show:—

I. Analyisis of new cases and deaths from the disease according
to age groups and sex.

2. Number of new cases and deaths with rates per 1000 of
population over a period of 16 years, 1038-1953.

3. Number of cases on Tuberculosis Register during the year,
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Analysis of new cases of Tuberculosis and deaths from the
discase according to age groups and sex.

[
New Cases e Deaths
Non- Non-
Respiratory = Respiratory = Respiratory | Respiratory

_Age Periods M. | F. | M. | F | "M [F |M]F
| 1
' !

l

Under 1 vear ...
1 to 2 years ...
2 to 5 years ...
5 to 10 years ...
10 to 15 years ...
15 1o 20 years ...
20 to 25 years ...
25 to 35 years ...
35 to 43 years ...
45 to 55 years ...
35 to G5 vears ...
65 to 75 years ...
75 and upwards

Pl

3 AR R A A ]

Ji 11 5 I

[ Semeall ] =i
| = | —swmwra——1| |

L 8 ) O 8
O = [ 1 O
=2 [ 8] P O 1 1

Bl

=
i
—
&n
i

Totals ..o wns 7

23 4 G
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TUBERCULOSIS.

PArTICULARS OF NEw CASES AND DEATHS OVER PERIOD OF 10 YEARS

1938 - 1953.
1. NEw CASES.

Respiratory Non-respiratory Hate per 1,000

Year Male  Female Male Female Total population
1953 ... 2 10 3 1 2 e 0.80
1952 .. 12 12 5 2 2T ... 0.9
IQST ... 14 8 b 7 B 1.02
1950 ... 13 3] 7 R S 0.80
1049 ... 24 15 4 0 Bty 1.50
1948 ... 22 10 4 7 43 1.24
TOAT rvsni 31 T2 Q 2 4 27 0.70
1946 ... 25 b 3 0 43 1.31
1945 ... 10 9 4 10 39 I1.25
1944 ... I8 0 3 it O | 1.30
1943 ... 19 5 11 s A R 1.32
1942 ... 20 8 b g w43 1.31
1941 ... 1I5 I1 10 8y e 3B 1.10
1940 ... 16 10 0 7 42 n 0.05
IORG i T0 6 4] T3 BE 1.01
TOSE .2 1T 1I 14 13 4 . 1.39
2. DEATHS.

1953 ... 5 I 1 — - 0.21
1052 ... 0 2 - — 53 R 0.32
1051 ... 4 2 I T BT 0.23
I050 ... 5 8 — - faEe 3 0.37
I049 oo+ — 32 5 2 3 it 0.60
1048 ... II 8 2 2 SN 0.66
1047 ..: 3 4 — _ e 0.21
10460 ... 9 3 2 I I 0.45
1945 ... 10 3 — 3 s 5 0.50
1944 ... 14 3 1 I TR, e 0.00
(17 S 7 3 5 I I8 0.57
1042 ... 6 4 I 3 : 7 [ 0.43
10941 ... 0 4] 3 — - | 0.02
1040 ... 7 ] 2 et = 0.44
1939 .. I3 4 3 — 20 0.58
1038 ... 5 9 2 R . S 0.54
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NUMBER OF CASES ON TUBERCULOSIS REGISTER
DURING THE YEAR.

Pulmonary Non-pulmonary Total

M F Total M I Total M F Total

Number of cases on
register al comimence-
ment of the year...... 84 52 156 28 34 62 112 8o 198

Number of cases added
to register during the
year :—

(a) Mew Cases ...... 7 16 23 3 1 +
(b Inward transfers 12 19 31
from other districts | 2

=
e
|
]
|
I

Mumber of cases re-
moved {rom register
during the year:—

) e s
(b) Recovered ......
(¢) Left district ...

37

— D
|-.|1-.-
—
ey
o
| &=
r—
— 0 s
=
[ =]
o

Mumber of cases on
register at end of the
1 O 17 61 | 138 25 28 54 | 102 90 192

There is no evidence of excessive incidence of, or mortality
[rom, tuberculosis in any particular occupation in the district.

Notification of the disease is generally efficient and there has
been no incidence of wilful neglect or refusal to notify.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT (PREVENTION OF TUBERCULOSIS)
REGULATIONS, 1925,

No action has been necessary under these Regulations for
dealing with tuberculosis employees in the miik trade.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 193¢—SECTION 172.
No action has been necessary under this section {or the removal
to hospital of infectious persons suffering from tuberculosis of the
respiratory tract.

DISINFECTION AFTER INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

During the year 89 dwellinghouses involving 107 rooms have
been fumigated, and 1121 articles ol bedding and wearing apparel,
etc., have been disinfected.




78

Formalin spray and vapour is used for the fumigation of rooms
and the disinfection of bedding, ete., is carried out by steam, the
apparatus being situated at the Cleansing Department, Charles
Street.

Disinfection and fumigation is also carried cut on request
following other illnesses or deaths, and during the year 1 room and
54 articles of bedding and wearing apparel were dealt with,
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