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A
STAFF OF PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT.

Medical Officer of Health ..............ceuvinnn, oo R B ROBINSON,
M:&., LEGP., MRBR.CGS. D.PH

Chief Sanitary INSPECIOT ...orv.cimmmssmsnseanmonans J. W. INGHAM,
C.R.8.1., Food Certificate.

Relired 1st Feburary, 1950, Relained
in an advisory capaecity until 3ist
May, 1950.

W. L. Kay, F.S.1.A., M.R. San. 1.
(@, b, ¢, d, e &, &l
Commenced duty 1st June, 1950,

Assislanl Sanilary Inspector .................. S. Havpock, C.R.5.1.
Died 8th March, 1950,

Additional Sanilary Inspector ........................ A. R. METCALFE,
M.S.LA., AR. SBan. 1. (ah).
Commenced duty 5th June, 1950.

GChief Clerk el S R R e N. GRIFFITHS.
ilerk ....... e R e i L G. WALTON.

(a) Cerlificale R.S.1. and S.1.E.J.B.

(b) Certificale R.5.1. for Inspeclors of Meat and Other Foods.

{e) R.S.1. Certificale for Smoke Inspeclors.

() R.S.1. Certificate in Sanilary Science applied lo Buildings
and Public Works.

¢} Liverpool University Meat Inspeclors Diploma.

f) Liverpool School of Hygiene Smoke Inspeclors Certificate.

g) City and Guilds Certificate in Boilerhouse Practice.

h) Diploma in General Hygiene (Hons.) Roval Institute of
Public Health and Hygiene.
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LIST OF LOCAL AND ADOPTED SANITARY ACTS
ADMINISTERED BY THE COUNCIL.

Nelson Waler and Gas Act, 1866.
Nelson Local Board Act, 1879,
Nelson Improvement Act, 1886.
Nelson Local Board Act, 1888.
Nelson Corporation Act, 1903.

Nelson Provisional Orders, 1871, 1873, 1876, 1890, 1805, 1897,
1899, 1904,

Borough of Nelson (Exlension) Order, 1897,

The Public Healthh Acts Amendment Act, 1890, adopted 1891.

The Infectious Disease (Prevention) Act, 1890, adopted 1896.

The Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907, parts adopted
112,

The Nelson Corporation Act, 1921,

The Public Health Act, 1925, excepl Seclions 15, 25, and 41

LIST OF BYE-LAWS RELATING TO SANITARY MATTERS
IN FORCE IN THE BOROUGH.

Dates of Adoption.

1890 Common Lodging Houses.

1897 Offensive trades : Blood Boiler, Blood Drier, Bone Boiler,
Fellmonger, Tanner, Leather Dresser, Soap Boiler,
Tallow Melter, Fat Meller, Tripe Boiler, Glue Maker,
Size Maker, Gut Scraper.

{807 Nuisances.

1897 and 1907 Slaughterhouses.

1911 Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops Regulations,

1931  Sanitary Conveniences,

1939 Buildings,



PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
21 CARR ROAD,

NELSON,

December, 1951.

To the Chairman and Members of the Health Committee,

M, CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present the Annual Report for the
yvear 1950,

During the year there were two quite large epidemics of
Whooping Cough and Measles, the number of cases being 244
and 579 respeclively. This was 235 and 500 more than 1949,
but fortunately, these epidemics, though wide-spread, were
mild in character.

Scarlel Fever, too, claimed its usual quota, and there were
in all 51 cases, none of which were of a serious nature.

The infantile mortality rate was the lowest on record, being
12 per 1,000, and is one to be proud of. Where the fizures under
review are small, an average of five vears is of more value
for assessing the efficiciency of an authority’s health services.

The Department lost the valuable and capable work of Mr.
Ingham during the year through retirement; 40 years is a long
time o serve any authority and it is to be hoped that he will be
spared to enjoy many years of a well earned rest.

I am grateful to the Commitlee for ils enthusiasm and
supporl, and to the staff for their co-operation at all times.

I have the honour to be,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

R. E. ROBINSON,
Medical Officer of Health,
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY.

o I T e e o BT 3,466

Ordnance level, lowest point .........................., 300 feet
Ordnance level, highest point ...........coiiiiiiiiinn. 1,100 feel
Ordnance level, centre of fown .........cocovieiiiininnns 458 feel
Drainage of surface water — Natural, chiefly to Walverden

Stream or Pendle Water.
Subsoil — Clay, with understratum of standstone and out-
croppings of coal.

Population — Census, 1931 .....ccociimiiniinimnn e innsnss 38,306
Registrar-General’s estimate of civilian population,
md=year O e e e 34,670

Number of inhabited houses —

(a) Census, 1931 i e T S e 1 11,126
(b) End of 1950 according to rate books ............ 12,399
i g U ST I we TR o ) SR b W P T4 16/10d. in the £
Baleable Walne: i eiminm i i £242 350
Sum represented hy a penny rate .........ccooviveiiinennnn. L£950

The estimated cost of the Local Health Services for the
financial yvear 1950/51 was estimaled at £3.599, which is
eqquivalent to a rate of 3.79d. in the £.

lolton and silk weaving and allied trades form the chief
industries of the area. Employment was maintained at a very
high level during the year, in fact there were more posts than
personnel to fill them. Many of the factories have umproved
their canteen facilities in an endeavour to make working
conditions as comfortable as possible.

VITAL STATISTICS.

Live Births: Males Females Total
RREilImnale: oot 24 .. 229 . 460
IMNezitimate  ....ccoocommmecmns YT > ¢ 41 EREONR S [ SR R |

A1 1] G S S R 250 240 490

Still Births:

oo 1 £ 5 S e e ol i > 5
T T e e
RO N e s S 2 3 5



DEabE e i s AR~ |
Deaths of Infants under 1 year of age :

Legitimate ....... A T R e D

[llegitimate ............ oA e —

111 e s D

Dealhs of Infants under 4 weeks of age:

LEETURARNE ... aratfevn s s 4
Ilegitiamabe: oo mms ——
i e e S A

Maternal Deaths .
From pregnancy, childbirth and
abortion ...oii.ee e —

Excess of deaths over births ............... 11

VARIOUS RATES.

Live Birth Rate per 1,000 estimated home population

1950) -

P S T T AR R B L R et R L R R s e
Adjunsted Rabe ..........ccovieineens R . M
Comparability Factor ............ P L L S

Still Birth Rate per 1,000 total (Live and Still) Births ...

Rate per 1,000 estimaled home population (mid 1950) :

COrude Rate .. .8 Lhkd.

Adiosled Baile ..o i sisssipas:

Comparabilily Faclor
Infantile Mortality Rate :

All Infants per 1,000 Live Births ........................
Legitimalte Infants per 1,000 Legitimale Live Births
[llegitimate Infants per 1,000 Illegitimate Live
¢ e R 00

Neo-natal Mortalily Rate per 1,000 Live Births ............

Maternal Mortality Rate per 1,000 total (live and still)
| ilan]F 7 TR S R o

303

[

i3

......................

(mid

14.1
15.1

1.07
10)

10
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BIRTHS,

The aclual number of births registered in Nelson during
the year was 445, of which 444 were live births and 1 still birth.
Included in this number were 26 live births relative to non-
residents of the Borough, bul the corrected tolal of live and
still births for the year was 490 and b respectively, which shows
that 45 live births and 4 still births perlaining to Nelson
residents occurred oulside the district.

The 490 live births represents an annual live birth rate of
14.1 per 1,000 of estimated home population, which is an
increase of 0.3 per 1,000 on the live birth rale for 1949, bul a
decrease of 1.9 on the average live birth rate for the past 5 vears,
1944-49,

Compared with the birlh rate for England and Wales for
1950, the Nelson rale is less by 1.7 per 1,000 of population, and
compared with the average birth rate of 148 towns wilh a 1931
census population of 25,000-50,000, Nelson’s rale is 2.6 per
1,000 less.

The 5 slill births registered give a slill birth rate of 10 per
1,000 total births (live and slill) and 0.14 per 1,000 of estimated
population, and represent 1.09, of the total live and still births,

Included in the total of 490 live births are 21 illegitimate
births which represent 4.29, of the total live births, and give
an illegitimate live birth rate of 0.60 per 1,000 of population.

DEATHS,

During the vear H64 dealhs occurred in Nelson, but 30 of
these were of non-residents. In addition, 143 residents died
outside the area, so that the total deaths assignable to Nelson
for the period is 564 (261 males and 303 females); this gives an
annual death rale of 16.3 per 1,000 of population. The fizure
is an increase of 0.4 on the previous vear, and 1.0 per 1,000 on
the average figure for the b years 1945-49. Compared with other
fizures supplied by the Registrar General, the Nelson adjusted
dealh rate is 2.9 higher than the rate for England and Wales,
and 2.9 above the rate for a group of 148 towns wilh a 1931
census population of 25,000-50,000,
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The five principal causes of death are as follows: —

M. F. Dealh Rate
(1) Other Heart Diseases ......... BB . BT 3.D4
(2] Vascular lesions of the
Nervous System ...... 2 ... 2.68
(3) Coronary Diseases ............... 2o NP 1.84
() ADBEERT i e et s 20 o 2 1.35
(5) Bronchitis ..... bl MR L I 2 AR i | 1.06

For more delailed lislt of deaths see page 13.

INFANT DEATHS,

There were 6 deaths (5 males and {1 female) of infants
under the age of one vear, and this gives an annual infantile
mortality rate of 12 per 1,000 live births. This is 24 per 1,000
live births, and 11 deaths less than the previous year.

The average rate for the previous five years 1945-49 is 37
per 1,000 live births, so that the 1950 rate is 25 per 1,000 live
births less than that figure.

Compared wilh the infantile mortality rate for England
and Wales for 1950, i.e., 29.8 per 1,000 live births, the Nelson
rale is less by 17.8 and it is less by 17.8 than the average infan-
tile mortality rate for the group of 148 towns with a 1931 census
population of 25,000-50,000, which rate is 20.4 per 1,000 live
births. The figure for England and Wales is calculaled per
1,000 related live births.

A study of the infant deaths reveals the following
information :
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INFANTILE MORTALITY.
”\N\I 'w-h OF [N] mT Dmﬂh AT VARIOUS \m s,
R G \n Uf ,l“'.‘.'. {:f Infanb \101 tal L'.r Rate
Age Group _ Deaths | Deaths |per 1,000 births
Lndar 1 dar oo e ienesereises 2 | " 333 4.0
Over 1 day and under 2 days ...... — —
v 2 davs ., v Sdays ... - — —
3 days ,, s 4 davs ... _— —
w 4ddeys, , Odays..... 1 16.6 2.0
i odays .. ., OGdays i — -
»» G days ,, e b e —_ — —
Total under 1 week 3 | 50,10 6.1
_-E.]\EI 1 week and under 2 weeks ... 1 | 16.6G 2.0
s 2weeks ,, ,, 3 weeks.. 1 i 16.6 2.0
3 weeks ,, ,, 4 weeks... — i —_ —
Total under 1 month 5 i 81.3 10.2
D\rm l |1|L|1‘11.h dﬂ{l uﬂ-l'_l'E'l ..i ll.lﬂﬂﬂ]‘-r — i -—- —
»» & months ,, ,, 6 months 1 16 6 2.0
s G moaths ,, ,, 9 months — N i
i T.?r lumit]m o s 12 months — : — -
K — - —_— — —
Fntar Dot f | 100 e

INF *.NTILE MORTALITY l-LuL ;'I.LLUHUI""&G TC THE
VARIOUS CAUSES OF DEATH,
Cause of Dealh Number of Deaths Rate per 1,000
Live Births.

Congenital Malformations ......... | 2.0
Prematurity 4 8.1
EPMBHONIAL s it anmins s 1 2.0

MATERNAL MORTALITY.
There were 2 maternal deaths during the year, which give
a Maternal Mortality Rate of 4.04 per 1,000 total (live and still)

births.

MONTHLY ANALYSIS OF DEATHS SHOWING RATES,
Month Actual Deaths| Outward ' Tnward Net Deaths for Nelson
_m_t"-_elm_n 4 transfers | ___t.rm:sl‘nrs I\'Ilﬂlﬂar S R_nt.e
JANRATY .eouorvasennaas ad 1 14 51 17.6
February ............. 6 2 9 45 14.8
B 1 (e R 55 2 18 71 24.5
e o] e 40 & 14 51 17.6
U e b 2 16 47 16.2
AL e S 35 1 11 45 15.5
ST ... ccecemm i 21 o 9 28 9.6
ﬁ.ugusb ................ 28 2 13 39 15.4
September ............ 41 o T 45 15.5
v Detobet .oveeeveiann.. 33 B 10 40 13.8
November ............ 50 1 . 10 59 20.4
December d1 8 | 12 45 15.5
| s | 3

Pobtale oo

=

143

'—l
1| &
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CAUSES OF DEATH WITH CORBESPONDING BATES.

=
FHERSD eEuouEeNe

e ———

Cause of Death Males
Tuberculosiz, respiratory ......... 5
Tuberculosis. other forms ... _
Syphilitic disease —
Diphtheria ........ccocomcercasmnannas —
Whooping Cough e -—
Menmgocoeeal mfexnmh ........ -
Acute Im:-hﬂnwei:th ............... —-
B e e L 1
Other infective and parasitic

diseases ., . 1
Malignant ncr*p]ﬂ-tm stomach .. 7
do lang, bronchus! B
do breast ......... -
do nterus ......... iy
Other malignant and lvimphatie
neoplasms 26
Leukaemia, Aleukaemia ............ A
LT ] i e e B R e 3
Vacular lesions e}f NErVoLUs
syatem a2
Coronory LIISI‘-HL", ORI sconnain 37
Hypertension with heart disease 2
Other heart disease ... i
Other circulatory dhe.ﬂhc‘% ...... 1
REUMEIBIYER. ..coisismanssmmensenyssnas 2
IR TRANIYROENIAL i o s e e [}
L e T b e e e P r e e 20
Other dizeases of respiratory
BRI B T 2
Uleers of stomach and
duodenum  ............. Chamaar 4
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea 1
Nephritis and nephrosis ......... 4
Hyperplasia of prostate ......... . 2
Pregnaney, childbirth and
abortion —
Congenital nmlfﬂrnmtmm ...... 1
Other defined and ill-defined
o e Sy S L L
Motor vehicle aceidents  ......... 1
All other aceidents i
T [ i | e e Pyt 2
Homieide and operations of war
All Causes 261

Females

ooy o
[|]1.!4- |

f—
e I ]

|I{I

—
£ |

| vl

Tatal

=
[

o I I

—
= =] D =T D

L
B |

f]l'-]

123

Crude

Death Rate

(0.37
(). 00
00.05
(0.00
00,00
£0.00
(.00
00.02

00.05
00.49
00,25
00.20
00.20

01.35
00.00
00.20

02.68
{11.84
00.23
03.54
(.66
00,23
00,51
01.06

00.14

.14
{0.02
00.23
.15

00.05
00.02

01.12
00.02
00.34
00.25
00.00

16.3

— . = —- e ———

— —
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MATERNAL MORTALITY.
RaTeEs PER 1,000 ToTaAL (LIVE AND STILL) BIRTHS,

England and Wales. Nelsomn.

Abortion with sepsis ...........ocooveenennn. 0.09 2.02
Other abortion ........... SR 0.05 0.00
Complication of pregnancy & delivery 0.54 2.02
Sepsis of childbirth & the puerperium 0.03 0.00

Cther complications of the puerperinm  0.15 0.00
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GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES
FOR THE AREA.

Parliculars of the Health Deparlment Staff are given on
page 4 of this reporl.

LABORATORY IFACILITIES.

The small laboratory attached to this department has been
closed down and advanlage laken of Lthe facilities offered by the
Central Pathological Laboratory, Salus Street, Burnley, and in
some instances of the Public Analyst, Burnley,

During the wyear the following specimens were received
from local medical practitioners and submilled on their behalf
to the Central Pathological Laboratory, Burnley.

T i T O
Blood, Wassermam Lesh ......c.coovrimemriinsssammeosns 10
PR o i e S P s S B
Scraping from mucous membrane ............... 1
SETRRE e R e e S A SRRl 2
AP < et i s s R e S 37
iy M 1 o 1| G R SRR PR S L . |
BEENEE s e e s 2
T e ety O s M 34
el e S e e 5
Urines for general examination ..................... 63
Urines for pregnancy Lest ............ccoeeiineirmmsanns 49
Ureshral diSERar@e: ........oommavisnsmemesmnsamasssrmnes A
Pobal ... 214

A comprehensive range of services for the area is main-
tained by the Local Health Authority, Laneashire Counfy
Council, including Ambulance Service, Nursing in the Home,
Orthopaedie, Dental, Ophthalmie, Ante-natal and Minor Ail-
ments Chinies; Day Nurseries, Instilutional Provision for Care
of the Mental Defective, Anle-natal and Post-natal care and
the care of premature infanls.

THE TUBERCULOSIS DISPENSARY.

The Tuberculosis Dispensary for the area is situated aft

64 Carr Road, Nelson, and is condueted hy the Districl Hospital
Managemenl Commitlee,
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V.D. CLINICS,
These are provided by the District Hospital Management
Committee at the Victoria Hospilal, Burnley, and the Royal
Infirmary, Blackburn,

HOSPITALS,
The Hospital Services for the Borough are provided by the
Burnley and District Hospital Management Commitliee of the
N.W. Regional Hospital Board.

PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROCL OVER,
INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

During the year 892 cases of infectious disease were notified
and this 1s an increase of 727 cases on the figure for 1949. The
main increase is in the number of cases of measles and whoop-
ing cough which show increases of 498 and 238 respectively.
The outbreak of measles commenced in July, reached a climax
i October and then began lo fall off towards the end of the
yvear. Whooping Cough commenced in July and ran steadily
through to the end of the year.

A delailed comparison with the previous year is as
follows : —

Cases removed

Cases notified 1o hospilal Deaths

1949 1950 1940 1950 1949 1950
Scarlet Fever ............ &7 52 =3 31 — —
{NphTRErIR e - - - —_ — —
Enteric Fever ......... —-- — - - - —
Paratyphoid Fever ... — — — -- — —
Measles. ..coneimsses 79 T — 13 | 1
Whooping Cough ...... 9 247 — 14 - —
Pneumonia ......... i 24 10 —- — 12 11
Puerperal Pyrexia ... 2 1 1 —_ — —
Cerebro-spinal Fever . — — —- — — —
Acule Polio-myelitis ... 1 — 1 — — —

Acule Polio-encephalitis — = —= — — -

Dysenlery .....i..ooo. b — 1 — | — —
Ophthalmia Neonatorum 1 { — — — - o
Erysipelas .........cc.ooe 5 2 I — — _—

Totals ... 165 =92 31

(o]}
=

13 12
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The Registrar General bas issued a lable showing for
England and Wales and sub-divisions of the country, the
altack rate per 1,000 of the population, for cerlain of the
infectious diseases and this is submitled along with the attack
rate for Nelson, for comparison,

148 Emaller | |

126 County Towns [
. | England boroughs and Rezident | London [
Notifications [ and Great Towns | Population | Adm, [ Nelsonl
(Corrected) Wales including | 25,000 to 50,000 County
London ab 1931 | |
Cenzus

BATES PER 1000 CIVILIAN POPULATION,

= — . — e —=

| i
Typhoid Fever ............... 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 ! 0.004
Paratyphoid Fever ... .. 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.004
Meningocoeeal Infection... 0.03 0.05 0.02 0.03 0.001
Scarlet Fever ................. 1.50 1.56 { 1.61 1.23 1.49
Whooping Cough ... ... 4.60 5.97 3.15 5.21 7.12
Diphtheria .................. 0.02 0.03 0.02 0.05 ; Q.00
Bevmipelas b 0.17 018 | 0.16 0.17 0.053
e T T e 0.00 0.00 | — == —
T L e S 8.39 876 | 836 6.57 16.6
PRAMDODE o o 0.70 0.77 0.61 0.50 0.28
Acute Poliomyvelitis |
(including Polio-
encephahtis) :
Paralvbie: oo - 0.13 0.12 0.11 0.08 0.00
Non-paralytic ... 0.05 0.05 0.06 0.05 0.00
Food Poisoning ............. 0.17 0.16 0.14 0.25 0.00

IDISINFECTION AFTER INFECTIOUS DDISEASE,

During the year 44 premises involving 52 rooms have been
fumigaled, ,and 31 articles of wearing apparel and 516 articles
of bedding, ele., have been disinfected.

Fumigation of rooms is carried oul by means of formalin
spray and vapour, whilst disinfection of bedding, ete., is done
by steam, the apparatus being situated al the Destructor Works,
Charles Streel. Irrespeclive of infectious diseases, many
requests are received for disinfection Lo be carried out following
olher illnesses, or deaths.
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TUBERCULOSIS.

During the year 28 new cases were nolified, 16 respiralory
cases (12 males and 4 females) and 12 non-respialory cases (G
males and 6 females). This 1s a decrease of 22 cases on Lhe
figure for 1949.

Analysis of the new cases and dealhs from Lthe disease
according to age groups and sex is given in the following table :

NEW CASES DEATHS
Age Periods Non- Non-
Respiralory Respiratory Respiralory Respiralory
M. PF. M. H. M. F. M. F.
Under | year ... — — ... — — ... — — ... — —
i 10 D years ...... — — . = = L, = = ., — =
Blto 10 years ... — — .. 2 3 ... — — e — —
10 to 15 years ... =y e e e e
I5to20 years ... {1 — ... — — ... — — .. =—= =—
WDto2Byears ... 1 — ... 1 — .. — — .. — —
o3> years ... 2 2 ... — — ... — 3 — —
30 tc 45 years ... — 1 ... — 1§ $ 4 —_— —
45 to 55 years i — — 1 R = —
55 to 65 years S | — 1 1 _— —
goandupwards. 2 — ... — — ... 1 1 — —
Tolals ... 12 4 6 6 S — —

At the end of the year there were 204 cases of tuberculosis
on the Nelson register as follows :

Pulmonary ...... Males 85 Females 41 Total 126

Non-pulmonary . Males 25 Females 53 Total 78

There does nol appear to be any evidence of excessive inci-
dence of, or mortalily from, tuberculogis in any parlicular
occupation in the district., Notificalion of this disease is
generally efficient and there has been no incidence of wilful
neglect or refusal lo notify.
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PusLIC HEALTH (PREVENTION OF TUBERCULOSIS)
REGULATIONS, 1925.

No action has been necessary under these regulations for
dealing with tuberculous employees in the milk trade,

PuBLIC HEALTH AcCT, 1936 — SECTION 172,
No action has been required under this section during the
year.

INATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1943 SECTION 47,

No action has been required under this seclion during Lhe
year.

CONCLUSION.

In the preparation of lhis report 1 am indebted to the
following officials who have supplied me with information
relative to the work coming under their control, and I desire to
express my appreciation of the willing assislance rendered lo
enable me to present this report for the year 1950. '
Dr. 8. C. Gawne, County Medical Officer of Health.

Mr, F, V. Alexander, Borough Engineer & Surveyor, Nelson.
Mr. J. Gilechrist Smith, Borough Waler Engineer, Nelson.
Mr. W, Knight, Borough Treasurer, Nelson,

Mr. V. Robinson, Director of Public Cleansing, Nelson.
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ENVIRONMENTAL HYGIENE

by W. L. KAY, EsQ., F.5.1.A., M.R. SAN. 1,
Senior Sanilary Inspeclor.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA,

WATER SUPPLY.

No change has taken place during the year as regards the
source, storage or distribution of the water supply for the area.
I'here are two areas of supply, one on the east side of the lown
and collecled in Coldwell reservoirs, and one on the west side
collected in the Ogden reservoirs. The source in both cases is
upland surface water and springs. Chlorination plant and
pressure fillers are inslalled al both groups of reservoirs.

Rouline mnspection 1s made of the galhering grounds to en-
sure freedom from obvious sources of pollution, and samples of
both raw waler and the waler as 1l goes mlo supply are laken
regularly and submitted for Dbacleriological and chemical
examinalion.

During the year 51 bacleriological and % chemical examina-
tions have been made, both of raw water and the waler going
into supply, all of which gave salisfactory results, with the
exceplion of one chemical examinalion,

No plumbo-solvent action is found in the waler, but as the
result of analysis a slight defect was discovered in the lime
dosing apparatus which was remedied.

Waler 15 supplied (o olher districts adjacent to Nelson and
in Nelson 12,282 dwellinghouses are supplied direct from public
mains, covering an estimated population of 34,500, No dwell-
inghouses are supplied by means of stand pipes.

A shortage of waler is experienced in a small number of
houses, due to groups of Lhese houses being supplied with an
inefficient joint service pipe. The corporation has a scheme
whereby financial assistance 18 given {o the owners of houses
requiring separale service pipes, and 18 rows of property con-
sisting of 197 houses have had joinl service pipe replacemenls
during the year.
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DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE,

No exlension of the sewage plant has taken place during Lhe
vear, but the re-construction of lwo bacleria fillers and a porlion
of the main sewer in Walverden valley have been compleled
during the year,

The freatment is by means of screens, delritus lanks,
sedimentalion tanks, percolaling filler and humus lanks, The
final effluent is discharged info Pendle Water. Sludge from
the seflling tanks is pumped into storage tanks, where il is
digested. The digested sludge is spread on adjoining farm
land during autumn and winter months.

The estimated dry weather flow of sewage is 1,750,000
callons per day, The waler carriage system is in use throughout
the town, and works are silualed on the oulskirts and in the
lowest area of the district. There is a natural fall to the works
and delivery is by a high level gravitaling sewer. One small
low lying area is provided with a low level sewer and lhe con-
tents of this are emptied into the high level sewer by means of
automaltic ejeclions al the works.

There are only a few isolated areas and houses in the
borough which are nol drained lo a sewer, no public sewer
being available.

RIVERS AND STREAMS,

The Rivers Pollution Acls are administered by the Ribble
Joint Committee,

CLOSET ACCOMMODATION,

Privy middens :

Number of middens. oo i s e 10

Number of closels atlached to these middens .. ... 10
Number of dry ashpits (excluding middens) ..... el s 5]
Number of movable ashbins .................. i R 12,709
Number of trough closets .......... i R A S S A s 81
Number of wasle water closels ......coiviviiiiiiininnuinin., 7,207
Number of fresh waler closets ..................... e e 5,690

Number of houses on waler carriage syslem ............... 12,337
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Conversions during the year :

Number of privy closets fo fresh waler closels e N
Number of waste water closels to fresh waier

GldsEEe i o R et e S e e 143
Number of trough closels to fresh water closets A

PuUBLIC CLEANSING,

This is carried out by a separale department under the
direction of the Director of Publie Cleansing (Mr. V. Robinson},
who informs me that there has been no change in procedure
during the vear. The work is carried out by direct labour and
on the following lines.

Household refuse is collected weekly from the dusibins and
removed in covered vehicles to the Deslructor Works, Charles
Streel.  Disposal is by separalion, screening and salvage.
Sereened dust and elinker residue are tipped. Material not
worthy of salvage, and organic or vegetable matter not suilable
for eonversion to a saleable product for animal feeding or as a
fertiliser, is incinerated. Streel cleansing and street gulley
emplying are carried out by nrotor vehicles specially designed
for the purpose and the debris disposed of hy conlrolled tipping.

SANITARY INSPECTIONS.
it should be noted thal for 4 months of the vear due lo the
retirement of Mr. Ingham, Chief Sanilary Inspector, and the
death of Mr. Haydock, Assislant Sanitary Inspector,, the
department was not working lo maximum capacity. Mr.
Ingham acted during this period in an advisory capacity. The
statisties therefore refer in the main lo 8 months only.

Details of the inspections made are as follows : —

5 Tl e R A S e e e e 26
Boiler Plants Inspaeliad: ..o cibmemns e 26
Butchers Shops .....c..ccoeie e e ) L or,
Closets — Wasthe Waler .......occoviiovniniin:. :
Gomplaints Receivad ..o emmsamsiasiii 219
Complamis Cenfirtmed ..o e 176
Dairies, Milkshops and Milkstores ..................... ]
Deaing INAEechad ... ..o omsos i e e 4G
Elrping: Snnelll Pest s e e 4
JOERIME GO BOBE . ooccniisiasimt o s s s i 52

Entertainment Houses .........vvvevnee. Hixit e oo y: 3



FArmS: WIBHE: cuiisnmssirmnthiis e e e TR coiin 14
Fish Frying Establishments ...........coooiiiiiin, |
Food (Preserved Food) Manufaclturers ............... N3
Food Catering Establishmenls ...........cceninis 23
Food Shops and Warehouses ...........cccovvnenes .
Factories (A} POWET ....cciiecissinsnnmissnssstssens o T 26
Pactories (B Non-Power i iiss -
Hauses Beletlivs | o comnaamot i aimatast nininssrs NS
Houses Detailed Inspections ............cccoiiviiiinnnn.. 1§
Houses DIveretOWadlng .o aassin it b i 13
Ice-cream Mannfackurers ..........ccocccvomciininsninses 21
locseream BelBIIBrS iviiiniiaiisins iidaa Tl
Infeciions DISBRASES: ..usisssmmsynssswi sy s s s 5y
TGV » i al R b s e Ay At b s 180
DIATEBLE i s al s i et s L i S 1=
Meah and Pand INSRECTIGNE ..ot mimuansnasngs s 131
Meal and Food Condemnations ..........cceevvvvnnnnes A
Meatings Wil KIRIBLE ol iioiay s cuiasiiamus s 21
Meetings with Contractors ......cccvevieiiiianiinseneiianas 13
Miseellanegns WISME  icidiaisindan st ol
Notices Served :
i R PPN TR 4 S PR e Sl At b s 36
b s ioh 7o T I e B |
Statutory Public Health Act ....c..cooiininiinnn. 0
Statutory Housing Act .......ccoveceniennenns T Lo
MImSANCER VISIES TU8: i i icat i ot s 126
Nuisances Re-inspeclions ......c.cccscnsssssessosns 793
OEEnETVE TR | o it i ds e e s Ry AR 3
PR ROTREE . o it i s o s ik e s s A 1

BUE Bl INHIGHE .. vsmmmimsnsnns pssimnsaninss ek e 3
Samples Submitted :

| FET2 07 o T ) R P B e e P s e e 65
Milk BiolDgIC] ... .vsnvssnnsranmessissssasamsnsmss 37
Milk Methylene Blue ...........oocoiiiiiininivess G4
Milk Phosphatase ..... Ak R e A
T ] e R R e N i e s A R o L gt |
S F BT e ] 19
1 1 1 s S KR SR it it Ry T e Al L2 10
Smoke DHBEITREONS it i B s fara sy o6
Tents, Vans and Sheds .........ccocouees s 4
Verminous Premises .........ccocceevvniinnns P

VIOPIBe0E. it e e &
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ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION AND SMOKE ABATEMENT.

Our efforts towards cleaner air were, and continued to be,
considerably hampered by the absence of simoke bye-laws, Il is
fo be hoped Lhal their adoplion will nol be long delayed. 506
observations were made of factory chimneys and of these 11
showed emissions of black smoke in excess of 2 minutes in a
conlinuous period of 30 minules observation. Advice was given
lo stokers in these cases on correct methods of firing. Close
liaison was maintained with the Regional Fuel Engineer of the
Ministry of Fuel and Power. As a resull in some cases it was
possible to oblain for manufacturers an upgrading in their
fuel supply. The Ministry also made available sloker
demonstralors who were able to show in practical fashion how
to cut out black smoke,

It is interesting lo note that there are in Nelson 46 faclory
chimneys, which gives some indication of the smoke problem.

SWIMMING BATHS AND PooLs,

The Corporalion own the Public Baths which are situate
in Bradley Road, Nelson, and provide swimming balhs and
slipper baths for males and females,

An Open Air Swimming Pool situate in Marsden Park is
also provided and controlled by the Corporation,

Filtration and chlorination plants are in operation at both
these premises.

DISINFESTATION,

During the vear 29 hounses involving 106 rooms were dis-
infested. The figure is almos! three times the figure for 1949,
and relates to the disinfestation for bugs and fleas. There
were in addition 28 houses involving 92 rooms where treat-
ment was given for the eradicalting of woodlice and beetles..
Treatment was by the gaseonus methods and residual spray, the
agents used being D.D.T. and Gammexane, and was carried out
by the departmental slaff.

SCHOOLS,

In midsummer a survey was micde of the 24 schools in the
district. This revealed that generally speaking there was an
absence of adequate washing facilities and modern sanitary
accommodation,
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The following slalislical table gives some indication of
the position : —

(a) No. of schools with unsatisfaclory vard surfaces ...... 0
()  Sanitary accommodalion. No. of schools with :

(1) "Fresh mater Glosels ‘i i il i {5

(2] Whasle waler clogals .o s e, _—

I TromERtelgRals LRias e R e T ol SALLTL 9
(¢) Refuse disposal. No. of schools with :

4 01 B 1 1= ) o7 SRR s S AR e L e 23

[ TR B i R Lt 1 S e ey g8 L 2 ke B SRS R 0 —
(d) Water supply. No. of schools wpphm! from :

R =T b T e R S SR 24

2y T Brivale sapmlies s i R =
(e) No. of schools where washing and drinking fql{‘Illlll?'-t

are considered unsatisfactory ..........cocoviiiiininns AT e

(f) Drainage. No. of schools with drainage to:

19 T I e B e D e o 2k

(2) Private treatment works ........ocovoiinrerinenn, —

(z) Facilities for handling meals at the schools. %1t1-t’1ttmm

OFFENSIVE TRADES,

There is one offensive trade, viz., gul scraping, carried on
within the borough. During the vear considerable structural
work was carried out to bring the premises into conformity
with modern praclice.

FACTORIES AcT, 1937.
1) Inspecltions for purposes of provisions as to health :
) ] |

Numbier Nomber
Defects, an of Written Legal
Register Inspections XNotices Action

Faclories in which sections 1, 2,
3, 4, and 6 are to be enforeed by

Local Authorities ........c.coo..... DT D [
Faclories not included above,
in which section 7 is enforced
by the Local Authority ............ e . B B, —

Other premises in which section
7T 18 enforced by the Loeal
Authority ...... L L R el e B e e
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(2) Cases in which defects were found :

Referred Referred
Delects, to H.M. by H.M. Legal
Found Remedied Inspector Inspector  Action
Want of cleanliness 1 -... — .. — .. Livikeal =
Sanitary Conveniences :
(a) Insufficient ... 3 ... B hpus AL M B ke ==
(b} Unsuilable or
defective ...... 15 D ol el s e =0 il ==
(¢) Nol separate
POy SBX08 wurie R L = Lty S el T, b el ie—
Total ... 22 T 2w — B o o—

(3) Oulwork : No nolification of outworkers has been
received.

CoMyMON LODGING HOUSES,

There is no common lodging house in Nelson, nor are any
houses regislered as lel in lodgings. No action has been
necessary either in regard to Tents, Vans,, Sheds, ete., nor to
Underground Sleeping Rooms.

CANAL DOATS,

Vizits have been made from time fo time to the Leeds and
Liverpool Canal, but on no occasion have canal boats been met
with.

RaG FLock Acts, 1911 and 1928.

Whilst there are no premises in the district in which rag
flock is manufactured, it is known that there are several
premises whereon rag flock is nsed. It is hoped in the coming
vear lo make a survey of the district with a view to bringing our
records up to date.

HOUSING.
Number of houses erecled during the vear :
Traditional
Prefabricated Permanent
(it By Local Anthority ..ocoai. Nil a7
(ii) By other Local Authorilies ............ Nil e Ml
(1i1) By other bodies or persons ............ Nil 12

Inspection of dwellinghouses during the yvear:
(ij (a) Total number of dwellinghouses inspected for
Bousmeielaels ot e R .. 164
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(b)  Number of inspections made for the purpose ...
(ii) Number of dwellinghouses included above and
inspected and recorded under Housing Consolidated
Regulslions oo nmsstrss g i S n i e
111} Number of dwellinghouses found to be in a state so
dangerous or injurious to health as lo be unfit for
human habitation: ............oonianni: i
(iv) Number of dwellinghouses found to be not in all
respects reasonably fit for human habitation .........

Nil

Remedy of defecls during the year withoul service of

formal notice :
Number of dwellinghousges rendered fil in consequence of

informal aclion 63
Action under stalulory powers :
Number of dwellinghouses in respecl of which legal
notices were served under Housing Acet, 1936 ...... 8
Number of dwellinghouses rendered fit by owners
nfter service of noliee .o ama e G
By local authorily in default of owners .................. Nil
Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which legal
notices were served under Public Heallh Acts .. 9
Number of dwellinghouses rendered fit by owners
atbar - serviee of MoMEE: i il aie e 1
Proceedings under seclions 11 and 13, Housing Act,
1936 (Demolition) ......... SRR A ST S ]
Proceedings under section 12, Housing Act, (Under-
Frol EOOARY ot ke e s e ML
Overcrowding :
Number of dwellinghouses overcrowded at end of
year according to Housing Act, 1936 ...... Nol known
Number of new cases of overcrowding reported
dorime the gl e e 3
Number of cases of overcrowding relieved during
NG SRR i s i b i A N e p e i o 1
Number of persons concerned in such cases ............ T
HoUSING AcT, 1949,
Number of schemes submitled :
(a) Ty private INQIAANELE . ...oonwnwio mmi domse s 1
() Dy Tioesl Aathediby. <o iiiiin mmmmibs b Nil
Number of dwellinghouses affected ........................... S 1
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* Number of schemes approved :

(a) of privabe IndiFduals ........comsmimmsenusnspaksonnn 1
(b} of the Loecal AMIROFILF i itiiiiimeais: N1l
Number of dwellinghouses affected ......cooeivinieiiiinirionaensas 1
Number of additional separate buildings provided ............ 1
Any eother-aclion taleem .o i e Nil

* Approved by the Local Aulthorily awailing approval by
the Ministry of Local Government and Planning.

HoUsING CONDITIONS,

On the whole the general standard of houses is zood. The
proportion of semi-detached is, of course, increasing. Defecls
found are in the main due lo lack of repairs and maintenance,
which to a large extent is due to the difficully in obtaining
materials and labour.

Whilslt in many respecls Nelson compared wilh other
Northern lowns is in a very fortunale position as regards
housing standards, it should be remembered that many houses
which present a solid exterior have in fact many internal
defects such as leaking roofs. There is thus a great need for
regular routine housing inspection to ensure that working class
properiies are properly mainlained.

HOUSING REPAIRS.
An important change of policy took place towards the end
of the yvear. It had previously been the practice to deal with
housing repairs by way of action under Seclion 9 of the Housing
Act, the Corporation carryving out the work in default. With
the Works Department fully extended on the erection of new
houses, considerable delays were oceurring in exercising these
default powers. It was, therefore, decided (o recommend the
Health Commillee to deal with housing repairs under the
nuisance provisions of the Public Health Act. This has led to
a marked speeding up in property repairs to the increased
comfort and well-being of the tenants.
A summary of housing defects found during the year is
as follows : —
Defective pointing fo Windows ......c.ccciciiiiiieininiennnenn. 15
Belechive dO0rs, ol e s :
Defective ArXaplaces  .......oocomnssassesos ioesrsmsias
Defective zonl sloTes: i immismmmnsia

..................



Defective stone staircase ... e sl vins v 1
Defective eaves gullers ......... e B e e S e nint 311
Defective handrail to stair case ..............ooiieiieni o
Broken weindow eords o 24
Perished wall and ceiling plaster ...............coooeeeniens NN
Flow-of sulb-soll waler iainii i assninasise | &
Defective sink wasle pipes ...coooovieveniiiinn e e M e 8
Defective chimney flashings ............. e B i 23
Diefeciive yard SUPTACES: oot iiimite i s s nss siws 11
Defective window frames ......ccccovcreisimmsesmmsnese, s 32
Defective side hoilers ... i A e 1
Defective skirting boards .........ccoviiiiiiiimimiinniiines 1
Norartifielal Timhilh .. o cats s msihn s aminm sawaeimn i R Al TL il 1
General dampess ... olaaiae. s S 4
Defeclive or broken floors ......... AT T e e A 10
Shallow, worn and insanitary stone sinks with un-
trapped sink waste pipes ..........cciciciiviinis 9
Defective poinling to external stonework .................. ol
Absence of proper damp proof course .............. e 2
Dedactive WGl 0r MEWIELTE b e 21
Insufficient ventilation to W.C. .....ccooovivierriiiiiiinnnnen. 1
Defective roal fashin@s o e s i)
Defective window Hashings ... ..ccosiaeesismmneavinansaoaanss 1
Defeclive roofs ......... i AR o Ty e b e KoL LB 28
Yard gate broken ..... b b e i e e 3
DNUNE OO s s o /0 3 S G i S sk A 9
Woodworm ITeStAbION .....cu.ws e shmssn s s s s 1

SUFFICIENCY OF SUPPLY OF HOUSES,

It is anticipaled that 375 lhree bedroom type houses, 205
two bedroom [ype and 70 one bedroom type houses are required
to meet the housing demand.

Nelson like so many Norlh-FEast Lancashire industrial
lowns has an ageing population. The solution of the housing
problem might therefore lie in concentrating building resources
on the erection of houses for old people at low renlals. In this
connection it is interesting to note that there are approximaltely
SO0 old people over 65 years of age living alone. The houses
thus vacaled could be used for the housing of families, thereby
making the maximum use of housing accommodaltion,

Al the end of the vear there were 36 houses in hand and a
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further 48 were contemplated. Whilst siles are available for
the present building programme, fulure development 15 likely
o be impeded by the topographical nature of the land.

(OVERCROWDING.

[t is not possible from the information available to assess
the degree of overcrowding in the borough.

Two cazes were brought to the nolice of the department
during the vear and these were confirmed and referved lo the
Housing Department for re-housing as soon as practicable.

WATER SUPPLY AND SANITARY ACCOMMODATION,

All the built up area of the town is provided with an
internal walter supply, but there are a number of houses which
have a restricted supply due to the inadequacy of a joint service
pipe. Under a Corporation scheme the Waler Department
undertake replacement of such joinl service pipes and during
the vear 197 houses have had replacements made. At the end
of the year there were still a few oulstanding.

Only the few older houses .i.e., the back-lo-hack and single
houses, in the town have no separate or adequate sanitary
accommodalion. There are approximately 107 of these dwell-
ings which are scaltered throughout the district,

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD

MILK SUPPLY,

The Milk and Dairies Regulations, 1949,
No. of regislered distributors operating from : —

(a) Own dairies in the district ...... 3
(Iv)  Dairy farms in the district ......... 1
() Premises outside the district ...... 19
The Milk (Special Designation) (Raw Milk) Regulations,

1949.

No. of dealers’ licences (including supplemeniary licences)
issued by the local authority during 1950 in respect of :
* Tuberculin Tested ™ Milk :

(i) Bottling ... Nil (i1) Distribution ... 19
* Accredited "’ Milk :
(i) Boltling ... Nil (ii) Distribution ... Nil

The Milk (Special Designation) (Pasteurised and Sterilised
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Milk) Regulations, 1949,
No. of licences issued in respecl of ““Heal treated™ milk :

Pasleurising plants ... Nil Sterilising plants ... Nil

Retail distributors (a) °* Pasteurised "’ ............... 16

fls SRS s 90

Any refusal or revocation of licences for graded milk, with
reason for the refusal or revocation ............ e Nil

Give hriel parliculars of any structural alterations or
improvements carried out to dairies during the vear Nil

SAMPLING OF MILK.
Bacteriological.

58 samples were submitted during the year for bacterio-
logical examination. 19 of these were unsatisfactory and in
these cases the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries were
advised and requqested to investigate conditions at the farm
with a view lo effecling the necessary improvement.

The policy of the department has been, and confinues to
be, to sample milk on the streets. By this means a truly
representalive sample is obtained, i.e., in exactly the same
manner as the housewife takes delivery.

Biological.

Of 35 samples laken 3 were found to contain tubercle. In
these cases immediate action was taken in conjunetion with the
Divisional Veterinary Officer under the provisions of the Tuber-
culosis Order and the Milk and Dairies Regulations. It will be
noted that approximately 8.59, of the milk sampled was
tubercular.

Heat Treated Milk.

Of the 3 samples taken and submitted to the Phosphatase
Test 1 proved to be unsatisfactory and appropriate action was
taken.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT.

The administration of the Food and Drugs Act is under-
faken by the Lancashire Counily Council, and the County
Medical Officer of Health has Kindly supplied me with the fol-
lowing particulars of samples taken in Nelson by his officers,
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A total of 175 samples was oblained, of these 111 were of
milk, and the 64 others comprised : —
2 sonp canned.
golden raising powder. 3 sponge cake and sponge

-
ot

1
3 California syrup of figs.
y!

ice crearn.

fish canned.

3 cocoa.
3  sauce.

1 strawberry jam.
2 cuslard powder,
horacic acid powder.

British sherry.

1
1 flaked beef suel.
|
1

tawny wine (S.

port tvpe).

Bulter

—_— e e e = ==

camphorated oil,
ground ginger,

cooking fat.
dried peas.
aspirin tablets,
Laucozade,

sugar.
tea

AP 1% i o M

African

harley.

cheese,
sultanas.
Barluze,

pudding mixture.
compound syrup of figs.

mineral water.
blackeurrant jam.
arrowroot.

meal pies,

ruby wine.
mincemeat.

ground mixed spice,
synthetic cream.

nmargarine,

All Lthe above samples were certified by the County Analysi
to he genuine, with the exception of the following : —

Sample

1 mincement ..

1 informal milk ..........

1 formal milk

1 formal milk

1 Imcozade ....icoiviicn

Result of Analysis.

Soluble solids 62.8 per cent....
Deficient 2.2 per cent. soluble
BOBER: - T e R
Deficient 8.2 per cent. solids-
not-fat. The freezing point
indicated the rpl'rﬁonr.ﬂ of
7.4 per cent. of extraneous
BRI s 5 s e iy
Deficient 4.7 per cent. solids-
not-fat. The freezing point
indicated the presence of
4.0 per cent, of extraneous
BRI e i e S R e s
Deficient 2.9 per cent. solids-
not fat. The freezing point
indicated the presence of
2.5 per cent. of extraneous
WEBLAL ..oirersssnnnioninrmissvassia;

. Tonic properties claimed. Con.

travention of Article T of
the Labelling of Food Order

f

Action taken.

Packers communicated
with.

Formal sample taken.

Same vendor.

YVendor cauntioned and
further samples ob-
tained,

Vendor written and age
amd amount of stock
oered,

Stock re-labelled,
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MEAT AND FooOD INSPECTION,

The slaughter of animals, as in previous years, was carried
on at the Colne Abaltoirs. One slaughlerhouse in Nelson is
licensed lo provide faeilities for the slaughter of cotiagers’ pigs.
In this latter connection a very close liaison is maintained with
the Ministry of Food to the advantage of both departments,

It ig, I think, regrettable in view of the size and the popula-
fion of the town, that Nelson bulchers are compelled lo look
to a smaller town for slaughtering facililies with the consequent
loss of lime to them in travelling,

The following lable shows the number of carcases
inspected and condemned during the year:—

Nomber of Bige Jailled ... aninnnaians Not known
Number of pigs inspected .........ccovviiiiiinnnns e H7

All diseases except tuberculosis :
(a) Whole carcases condemned ......... i s e : -
(b) Carcases of which some part or organ was
GO o it b s e e i e 1

(¢) Percentage of the number inspected affected
with disease other than tuberculosis ......... 1.19

Tuberculosis only :
(a) Whole Carcase .......c.iisui g T 1

(b) Carcases of which some part or organ was
[ (T e SR e e 3

(e) Percenlage of number inspected affected wilh
TOBErCIBEBIS (i v e s S D £.69,
Whilsl it has nol been necessary to seize formally any
unsound food, an appreciable quantity of food, after examina-
tion, has been found to be unfit for human consumption and
voluntarily surrendered.

The food thus found to be unfit was destroved under
supervision,
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The following list shows Lhe amounl of food deall with in
this manner : —

No. of Total weight.
Product. containers. bz, ozs,
Baked beans ........coocovnininnrs ol e, 90 tins 9% 0
L R R e i Mg 14 kins 14 4
RRRTECRE i s e o 6 tins 5 Tk
S e S e T 1 tin 2 0
L PR T ) Tt e el e e s B tins 1 0
R RE o e e 2337 tins .. 467 6k
Pilchards ....ccoconmimnenesmnsennse 2 tins 2 0
o bR e s 100 tins ... 126 14
GO 1 e R R R e S 28 lins O
Ham, cooked boneless ................... 2 tins 36 4
T e e B SR B 21 tins 3 12
1 e R B e R E R e S 235 tins oE o 2eD: 12
Meat and meat products ............... 118 tins .. 145 14
M s e R e 190 bins e 193 12
BRI s b as pad i an o i m wd el S8 a R s 13 tins 13 8
Miscellaneous :
T e i e i 0 1 carcase ... 4 0
New POEALOBE ..oivivnsiitinsnirsnssoness 1 bag 56 O
Shredded wheat .............cccooveeens 40 packets .. 0 0

By reference to the 1949 Report it will be seen Lhat lhere
has been an increase in the amounl of food examined and
found to be unfit for human consumption.

FooD HYGIENE.

With the increase in the incidence of food poisoning cases
nationally, il was considered advisable to make a detailed
survey of all the food trades within the borough,

It was decided, lherefore, to make a starl wilh ice cream
and a detailed examination was made of all the premises of
manufaclurers and relailers of ice cream within the borough.
This revealed that many people were unaware of Lhe legal
provisions apperlaining to the manufacture of ice eream and
as a result they had not sought registralion,

Some idea of the position can be gained from the fact thal
whereas at the beginning of Llhe year 61 premises were
regislered for the manufacture or sale of ice cream, the number
of premises so registered al the end of the yvear was 85.

It will thus be seen thal a quarler of the people engaged
in the ice cream trade in the town were nol registered.

During the vear 65 samples of ice cream were submitted
to bacteriological examinalion. These were placed in:

Grade 1 ......... 27 Grade 3 ......... 16
Grade 2 ..... ST rade £ .00 8
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In those cases where samples fell inlo calegories 3 and 4
the premises of the vendors and manufaclurers were visiled
and suilable advice given. This resulted in a marked
improvement in standards,

MANUFACTURE OF PRESERVED FooDs,

Preserved foods, being as they are, a very suilable culture
medium for food poisoning organisms, it was decided to con-
centrale atlenlion on these premises and the survey was still
proceeding al Lthe end of the vear.

The picture presented was very much the same as for ice
cream, At the beginning of the vear 2 premises were regislered,
whilst at the end of the year lhe position was 24.

Considerable upgrading of Lthe premises necessitaling
slructural alterations was found to be needed, and il was most
encouraging to find how wvery readily the trade as a whole
co-operaled with the department.

During the coming vear it is intended to concentrate
attention on such food preparation premises as bakehouses,
fried fish shops, school and faclory canteens, cafes and
restaurants,

Once the preparation side of the food trade has been deall
with, we shall then be able to turn our attention to the distribu-
tion of food by means of a thorough inspection of all food
shops within the borough.

HEALTH EDUCATION,

From June onwards talks were given to various organisa-
tions on environmental and food hygiene. These talks were
supplemented by suitable films obtained from the Central Office
of Information.

There can’ be no doubl that although such aclivilies take
up a lot of time outside normal office hours, the resulis
obtained fully juslify the extra work put in,
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METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS,
The Meteorological Station is situated in the grounds of

the Cemetery, Wallon Lane. Daily readings have been laken
throughout the year and the following figures are of inlerest : —

Barometer at M.S.L. ... Highest reading ................ 1036.1 mb. on 19th Jan.
Loweat reading ................. 979.8 m.b. on 11th Feb.
Mean for the year ............. 1011.6 mb.

Maximum in the shade ... Highest reading ................ 83.0° on 6th June.
Lowest reading ................. 30.0° on 29th Jan.
Mean for the year ............. 54.0°

Minimum in the shade ... Highest reading ................ 58.0° on 19th July.
Lowest reading ................. 11.0° on 4ih Dee.
Mean for the year ............. 41.0°

Bright sunshine ............. No. of days recording sunshine ... 264
Total amount for the {1 A e G 1106.89 hours
Average per day lhmuglmul the vear ... 5.03 hours

Il oo No. of days on which rain oce urred ......
Total rainfall for the year .................. 51.30 inches
Greatest fall in one day .........cc.ccocnvene. 1.01 inches

on 22nd July
No. of days with rainfall of
0.01 to 0.03 inches .............ccoveeurns 81

No. of days with rainfall nf

0.04 inches or MOYe ...oooovvvveeneeenennnns 181












