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PueLic HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
21 CARR RoAD,
NELSON.

To the Chairman and Members of the Health Committee.

LADY AND GENTLEMEN,

I have pleasure in presenting the Annual Report of the
Public Health Department for the year 1947,

For the first half of the vear unlil the 30th June, Dr. R. E.
Robinson, M.A., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., D.P.H., was acling as
vour Medcial Officer of Health, from the {ist July onwards 1
took over the duties under an arrangement which vour Couneil
came to with the Lancashire County Council. I would in
passing pay tribule to the efficient manner in which Dr.
Robinsomn, joften working under difficulties, maintained the
services provided by the department and express my gratitude
for the assistance which I received from him when I took over
his duties.

This will be the last report on a full yvear's working of
many of the services which vou have provided. By the time
the next report is published all the personal services, which
vou have so carefullv built up over the vears, will be
administered by the Lancashire County Council and the
Regional Hospital Board. If this means that the services of all
other districts are to be brought up to the standards which vou
have set, then, apart from leaving yvou with a somewhat
justifiable sense of frustration and regret, no great harm will
he done, indeed, considerable henefit to the community will
acerue,  Of the personal services which are to be taken over,
only the ante-natal scheme leaves gaps which it is to be hoped
will be filled in the near future. This most important service,
whilst theoretically adequale, is not in my opinion as efficient
as it should be in that far too manv women are going through
pregnancy without adeguate ante-natal supervision. During
lhe course of the vear vou embarked on a comprehensive
scheme for improving both the ante-natal services and the
obslretrical service at Fern Lea Maternity Home; parts of this
scheme, particularly those relaling to the services at the
Maternity Home, have since come into operation, but
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unfortunately there has been as yel no improvement in Lhe
ante-natal services which will ensure earlier and more adequale
supervision of a greater proportion of pregnant women.

The arrangement which vour Council has made with the
Lancashires County Council whereby the combined post of
Medical Officer of Health to the Borough of Nelson and
Assistant County Medical Officer of Health has been occupied
by one person, has worked well and no difficulties, from vour
Medical Officer’s point of view, have heen encountered,

With regard to the stalistics presented in the report, the
Birth Rate has increased again and has reached its highest
level in Nelson sinee 1908. The Death Rate shows a slight fall,
but deaths from Cardio-vascular and Malignant diseases
continue to show a real and proportional increase, this is in a
large measure due to the gradual ageing of the population, as
a result more individuals are entering those age groups in
which these diseases are most prevalent. The Infantile
Morlality Rale, or deaths of infants under 1 vear of age, shows
an increase over last vear and over the average for the 5 year
period 1942-46. The significance of this increase is doubtful
in view of the small numbers involved. The Infant Mortality
Rale, however, is generallv considered to be the most sensitive
index of the social circumslances of the population to whom
it refers and a continued rige in this rate should be regarded
as a danger signal, and every endeavour made to elucidate
and correcl the causes,

f the sanilary circumstances, atmospheric pollution by
industrial and domestic smoke, a great deal of it unnecessary,
continues to cast its shadow over the town bringing with it the
various well known evils, not the least of which is lhe
psvchological effeet the gloomy and cheerless outlook has on a
population living in these hard working and austere vears. In
my opinion this problem can be solved only by the whole-
hearted co-operation of all concerned, the local authority,
industrialists and householders. 1 feel that indusirv can make
the guickest confribution to the solution by availing itself more
readily of the expert advice offered by the Ministry of Fuel
and Power, and by insisting on a high degree of technical
skill amongst its firemen,
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The housing shortage is as acule as ever, the urgency of
this problem is known to all, bul no apology is made for
emphasising il once more. The influence for good which
satisfactory housing conditions could have on the mental and
phvsical well-being of the population is immeasurable,
Although few cases of statutory over-crowding have been
reported, the standards of overcrowding as laid down hy the
Housing Act, 1936, are quite inadequate, and in general the
ideal would be * one family, one house,” the house to he of a
suitable size rent, and position for the family occupving il.

The vear is notable in thalt no case of Diphtheria has
occurred in  the borough. It is quite certain that in
immunisalion we have now the means to control completely,
safely, and easily, the disease as il now presents itself. The
question as to whether or not the disease is brought under
control, and even completely eliminated within the next
decade, depends entirely on the unceasing zeal and enthusiasm
with which this potent weapon is used. During the early
summer, notifications of Infantile Paralvsis throughout the
country began to rise ominously, and it became obvious that
an incidence unprecedented in this country was imminent,
Fortunately the borough escaped lightly and only two cases
occurred both of which recovered from the acute stage of the
disease, although one is still under treatinent for the resultant
paralysis, There was no undue incidence of any of the cther
notifiable diseases.

T

i should like to express my appreciation to the whole cof
the staff of the departmenl for the very willing co-operation
which thev have afforded to me and the services they have
civen, and in particular to Mr, J. W. Ingham whose local
knowledge and wise eounsel have been of so much value to
me, and on whom has fallen the bhrunt of the work in the
preparation of the material for this report.

In conclusion 1 wonld convey my gratilude to the
Commilttee for the confidence they have shown in me, and the
supporl whieh thev have given to me.

I am,
Lady and Genllemen,
Your obedient Servant,
EDWARD LEE,
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY.

S T b - - O B TN N W S s X T, 3,466
Population—Census, 1981 ........cicciiviiiniiiiinininenn. 88,300
Registrar-General’s estimate of civilian pﬂpulatmn—
TR R T R | e SR S R I i SR I o 33,140
Number of inhabited houses—
(a) Gensus, 1931 ... ........ ISIEN e Ry i N . 11,128
(b) End of 1947, according fo rate books ............... 11,582
Bafes el e s ATRE iR e B
Rateable value .............. i A g s S s 5 e F AL 0
Sum represenfed by a pﬂnm rdte ........................... £983-T-

The cost of the Health Services for the financial vear
1947-48 was estimated al £14,032, which is equivalent fo a rate
of 14.27d. in the £.

There have been no noteworthvy changes in the social
conditions., The chief indusiries in the area are cotton and
silk weaving along with the allied trades.

VITAL STATISTICS.

Live Birihs : Males Females Total Rate.
TR s s een i e e 332 3056 637 201 per thousand of
population.
Ilegitimate ................ 12 18 30
Still Births :
Woball 5o mr it 8 3 11 1.7 per thousand births
(live and still),
Illegitimate ................ - - —_
Deaths ............ e e 257 240 497 14.9 per thousand of

population.
Death of Infants under 1
vear of age :

Ll W P R 18 9 27 40 per thousand live births,

Legitimate ......... S 15 8 23 36 per thousand legitimate
births.

Illegitimate ................ 3 1 4 133 per thousand illegitimate
births.

Maternal Deaths :

Puerperal sepsis ......... 1 1.47 per thousand toial
births (live and still).

Other puerperal causes — Nil.

There has been no unusual mortality during the vear, nor
have there been anv causes of morhidity which have heen
specially noteworthy, It would not appear that oceuptional
or environmental factors have had anv undue prejudicial effect
on the health of the population,
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BIRTH RATE.

The live birth rate of 204 per 1,000 of population is an
increase of 3.9 per 1,000 population on the rate for 1946, and
an increase of 5.6 on the average rate for the H vears 1942-1946.
It is the highest birth rate in Nelson since 1908, when a rate
of 20.7 was recorded, the indicalions are that it has reached
its peak and it is expected that it will now begin to fall.

DEATH RATE.

During the year 419 deaths occurred in Nelson, but of
these 26 were non-residents, on the other hand 104 Nelson
residents died outside the borough. The corrected totai for
Nelson, is therefore, 497 deaths, 257 males and 240 females,
and this gives a crude death rate of 14.9 per 1,000 population.
Compared with the previous vear, and with the average for the
D vears 1942-1946, the 1947 rate shows a decrease of 0.2 and 0.4
respectivelv. Analyvsis of the deaths according to causes, age
al which death occurred, and the monthly incidence reveals

(a) Heart disease with 157 deaths and a death rale of 4.74
per 1,000 population was the chief individual cause of
death. The next two main causes were intra-cranial
vascular lesions with 74 deaths and rate of 2.23 per 1,000
population, and bronechitis wilh 4R deaths, a rate of 1.45
per 1,000 populalion.

There were 72 deaths from malignant disease giving a
death rate of 216 per 1,000 population, 63 deaths from
respiratory diseases (excluding pulmonary fuberculosis)

giving a death rate of 1.90, 7 deaths from tuberculogis
giving a death rate of 0.21.

The infecltious disease rale for the vear was 0.03, only
I death from whooping cough coming into this category.

(h) Analyvsis of the dealhs into age groups shows that oul
of the 497 deaths reccrded, 232 or 46.79, were persens of
70 vears of age or over, and 28 or 5.6° were of children

e

under 5 years of age.

(¢} The greatest number of deaths, 65, occurred in March,
representing an annual death rate of 235 per 1.000
population, and the lowesl, 26, in August, corresponding
fo an annual death rate of 9.4 per 1,000 population,



9

INFANTILE MORTALITY BATE.

There were 27 deaths of infants under 1 vear of age and
this gives an infantile mortality rate for the year of 40 per
1,000 live births. This is an increase of 12 per 1,000 live births
on the rate for the previous vear, and an increase of 2 per 1,000
live births on the mean rate for the 5 vears 1942-46.

A study of these deaths shows:—

(a) Age Incidence:

9 or 33.39, took place within 24 hours of birth, a further
9 deaths occurred between 1 day and 7 days from birth,
giving 66.69, of the deaths during the first week of life.
The total number of deaths under 1 month, the neo-natal
deaths, was 20.

(b) Cause of Death :

G deaths or 22.29, were due to prematurity, these included
one instance of twin births. 14 deaths or 51.89, were due
to congenital malformations, injury al birth, or diseases
peculiar to infants. 3 deaths or 11.19, were due lo chest
disease. 1 death occurred from an infectious disease,
leaving 3 deaths from other causes.

(¢) Inquesls:
There were 3 deaths during the vear necessitaling an
tnguest,

() THegitimate Infants:

Included in the total of 27 dealhs were 4 of illegitimate
infants, and calculating the infantile mortality rate
according to legitimate and illegitimate births, shows the
legitimate infants a rate of 36 per 1,000 legitimate live
births, and for illegilimale infants a rale of 133 per 1,000
live births.

It will be seen from these figures that neo-natal deaths
associated with prematarity and econgenital malformations
form the hard core of infantile mortality. During the present
cenlury infart mortalitv has been reduced by 759, this
improvement is very largely due to a reduction in infant deaths
between the ages of one month and one vear, there has heen
no very marked corresponding improviment in the number of
neo-natal deaths Unlil such time as medical knowledge is
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in a position to define the causes of congenital malformations
and to prevent them, and until all pregnant women are
receiving close and careful ante-natal supervision, it does not
appear that much progress will be made in the control of
neo-natal mortalily.

The following table gives a comparison of various Nelson
rates with correspending rates in various parts of the country,
the figures indicate the degree to which the Nelson rates are
greater or less than those in the areas specified. A full table
of comparizson is included in the appendix to this report.

Enteritis
and

Live Stall Infantile Diarrheea
Birth Birth Death Mortality under
Rate Rate Rate Rate 2 years
England and Wales ... -04 -047 -29 -1 -5.8
126 County Boroughs -32 -029 -19 -7 -=8.0
148 Smaller Towns ... —-2.4 —0.21 -30 -4 -39
BOnen Lo —-2.6 —-0.16 -2.1 - —4.8

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVIGES
FOR THE AREA.

LABORATORY FACILITIES.

A small laboratory is attached to the Public Health
Department in which examinations are carried out as aids to
diagnosis, and chemical and bacteriological tests are performed
on informal samples of milk. Specimens requiring examination
for whieh this laboratory is nol equipped are sent o the
Burnley Public Health Laboratorv, or other laboratories
specialising in the parlicular investigation required.

In all a total of 558 specimens were either sent or obtained
for examination, of which 17 were submitted to other
laboratories for examination and reporl. A defailed list of
the specimens is as follows: —

Throat and Nasal Swabs ........cooiiiiiiiiiniiin 59
ST sl o 2 he Il £ endel Yen Ak B 39
Eve Brmabe: oo e ol aagle i nen oo 38
PE STHRATE fiv i ieis e et HEN A b 38
BN fosro s s e B e S 167
e T R e L s o o



Gepabro-apinall Fhuid. ..o 4
Flenral Effpsion PIuid .. iiiimiivmasin 2
O I £ e b e e e T %)
| T e e o s el Sy s SR e O O 13
| BT T T [ e R Tt S SR L e 21
AR "TISSUS B PUS ... evemnnnaivasmsimsmansis 104
Mhille ElepnBifay oo anmsanitiimE s e s
1L ) It i ke A ol 4
(Mher SPBCIMBNS ...-ioiievimiani R RS s R R D

AMBULANGE FACILITIES.

For non-infectious cases, accident cases, and malernily
cases the service is provided by the Nelson Corporation, three
vehicles are in use, with a permaneni staff of 4. The depol
for the service is situated in the Gas Works Yard off Leeds
Road. This service is notl confined to the limits of the borugh,
but is available to the residents of Barrowford, Brierfield and
the surrounding area of the Burnlev Rural District.  During
the vear a total of 3,468 patients were conveved, the mileage
covered by the vehicles being 21,140.

Removal of infeclious cases is undertaken by the Burnley
Joint Hospitai Board.

NURSING IN THE HOME.

During the vear no call was made on the District Nursing
Association, under the exisling arrangement whereby nursing
assistance is given in cases of Measles with complications,
Puerperal Pyrexia, and Ophthalmia Neonatorum is requested
by the medical practitioner,

TREATMENT CENTRES AND CLINICS.
The following are the elinies and treatment centres
available to the residents of Nelson.

Clinic. Address. Day and time open.
Maternity and Child Welfare
R e e s 9 Carr Road ............ Wednesdays 2-0—4-0 p.m.
Fridays 2-0—4-0 p.m.
Ante-natal Clinics ................... Fern Lea Maternity  Mondays 2-0—4.0 p.m.
1= Ty 1R S R 6 0—8-0 p.m.
Thursdays 2-0—4-0 p.m.
9 Carr Road ............ Tuesdays 2-0—4-0 p.m.
Thursdays 2-0—4-0 p.m.
Sehool Climie .........ococoeicvieeiee 11 Carr Road' ......... Weekdays.
Orthopaedic Chinie ... W T s 11 Carr Road ......... TFridays.
Child Guidance Clinic ............. Blackburn ............... By appointment,
Tuberculesis Ihspensary ......... . 64 Carr BRopd .......... Tuesdays and Fridays.
Venereal Disease ..................... Victoria Hospital, Mondays, Tuesdays and

Bupmnleey i Thursdays.



12

HOSPITALS.

One voluntary hospital, Reedyford Memorial Hospital, is
situated in Nelson and beds are available for general medical
and surgical cases. Other general medical and surgical cases,
and abnormal maternily cases are usually admitted Lo either
the Victoria Hospital, the Municipal Hospilal, or Bank Hall
Maternity Hospital, Burnley.

Cases of infectious disease are admitted to the Marsden
Road Infectious Diseases Hospital, Burnley, where necessary.

NURSING HOMES,
The Lancashire County Council is the local authoritv for
the control and registration of private Nursing Homes. There
are, however, no homes of this type in Nelson.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

WATER SUPPLY.
There has been no change in Lhe source of the public water
supply during the vear.

The source of the supply is upland surface waler and
springs. There are two areas of supply, one on the easl side
of the town and collected in Coldwell Reservoirs, and one on
the west side cellected in the Ogden Reservoirs, Pressure
fillers and a chlorination plant are installed at both groups of
reservoirs,

The average daily consumption of water in the whole of
the area supplied, was 2,101,463 gallons averaging 43.9 gallons
per head. This, however, includes compensalion water
discharged from Coldwell Reservoir.

Frequent inspection is made of the gathering grounds to
ensure freedom from obvious sources of pollution, and samples
of raw waler, and the water when going into supply,
are regularly submitted for bacteriological and chemical
examination. During the wvear these examinations (48
bacteriological and 4 chemical) all showed satisfactory resulls.

A slight plumbo solvent action is found in the raw water
but this is treated and eliminaled, tesls for this purpose
showing the results to be satisfactory.
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There are approximately 250 houses in the town with an
inadequate water supply, due to groups of these houses being
supplied by an inefficient joint service pipe. During the year
42 of these houses have been provided with a separate service
pipe, under a scheme by which the corporation gives financial
assistance to the owner towards the cost of the work being
carried oul. Sinece this scheme was inaugurated 460 rows of
housezs have been dealt with.

The supply to all the houses in Nelson is direct, none are
supplied by standpipe.

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE,

No extension of the sewage plant has taken place during
the vear, the only work executed being the rebuilding of a filter.

The treatment is by means of sereens, detritus lanks,
sedimentation tanks, percolating filter, and humus tanks. The
final effluent is discharged into Pendle Water. Sludge from
the settling tanks is pumped into storage tanks, where it is
digested. The digested sludge is spread in autumn and winter
months on adjoining farm land.

The estimated dry weather flow of sewage is 1,750,000
gallons per day. The water carriage system is in use
thronghout the town, and the works are situated on the
outskirts, and in the lowest area of the district. There is a
natural fall to the works and delivery is by a high level
eravitating sewer. One small low lying area is provided with
a low level sewer and the contents of this are emptlied into the
high level sewer by means of automatic ejections at the works.

CLOSET ACCOMMODATION.,

Number of privy middens (in town) ..................cocoeo.. None
P e of PRIL CHOSBED ... oocee s s b sy s e s b 46
Number of fresh water closels ........c....cociivisimminin, 5027
Number of waste water closets ......ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinennnes THhH4
Number of trough closels ........cccoivvivvnnnnnn. A None
Nuraber of dry B8NS . i semassmins cesssssns TN 19
Number of mavable a8hbing .......cccocciiciiiineiaiminnina, 12,450
sonversions during the vear:

Waste water closets to fresh water closets ..................... 69

Dry ashpits to movable ashbins ...............cccoiiiiiiiinnans B
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PUBLIC CLEANSING.

Public cleansing is carried oul by direct labour under the
supervision of the Cleansing Superintendent. Household
refuse is collected weekly from the dustbins and removed in
covered vehicles to the Destructor Works, Charles Street.
Disposal is by separation, screening and salvage. Screened
dust and clinker residue are tipped. Material not worthy of
salvage, and organic or vegelable matter not suitable for
conversion {o a saleable produel for animal feeding or as a
fertiliser, is incinerated, Street cleansing and street gully
emptyving are carried out by motor vehicles specially designed
for the purpose and the debris disposed of hyv controlled
tipping.

SANITARY INSPECTIONS,
A summary of the work of the Sanitary Inspectors during
the vear is as follows:—

No. of ecomplaints of nuisances received and invesligated 221

No. of visits to premises in general ..............cciviiiininnnns 2,703
No. of visits re infectious diseases .........cccocvviiviiiiiinnnnnn, 382
No. of inspections: BIabIes .. vl didieiiunsits sansnssns 133
Licensed premises ..... i e e 20
BaEeROUBEE .......veimsenssssesenss chiomsm nes s 128
Workshops and factories ............... 67
Meat shops and stalls ..................... 256
Dairies and cowsheds ... Ly s 26
Offensive trades ........ccoovvvvnnnnnn i 510
Ice cream manufacturers ............... 29
No. of defects or nuisances discovered .........................0. A4
No. of defects or nuisances abated ............cccovvveviivininnnnn. 398
Mo, o verhal molivees EONETE Ll ol i e e el 128
No. of Informal Tiotices 88N (..o i s s s s T
0. 0f- 1osal TIObITER BBEIE <. . v i s s e it i s S e
No. of enitlte ODeArVAMOIIE: ... i snin i i L o v S 21

SMOKE OBSERVATIONS,
During the vear 21 smoke observations were faken, but no
excessive emission of black smoke was vecorded. The average
result of these observations based on a 30 minutes duration
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would be Black Smoke 8 seconds; Modépate Smoke 2 minutes
58 seconds: Light Smoke 16 minutes 2 seconds; and Clear
10 minutes 54 seconds. The prescribed limit for the emission
of black smoke i3 5 minutes in 30 minutes.

CAMPING SITES.
There are no Camping Sites, either military or ecivilian,
within the borough,

RIVERS AND STREAMS.
The Rivers Pollution Aects are administered by the Ribble
Joint Commitlee.

SWIMMING BATHS AND PoOOLS,

There is one Public Baths with swimming pools and
slipper baths for males and females and, in addition there is
one Open Air Swimming Pool siuated in Marsden Park.
These baths and the pool are under the corporation control,
supervision being exercised by the Borough Waler Engineer,
Filtration and chlorination plants are in operalion at both
premises.

DISINFESTATION.

8 houses, none of which were Council houses, have heen
treated during the vear for insect infestation,

D.D.T. sprays and D.D.T. fumigants are used for this
purpose and have been found to be most effective. The work
is carried out by direct labour,

SCHOOLS,

In the ageregate the sanitary condition of the schools could
be classed as fair. Each school is provided with town’s water.

OFFENSIVE TRADES,

Onlyv one offensive trade, gut seraping, is carried on within
the borough.

FACTORIES AcT, 1937,
(i) Inspections for purposes of provisions as to health ;
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Number  Number
on of Written Legal
Premises Revister Inspections  Notices Action

Factories in  which

sections 1, 2, 3, 4 and

6 are to be enforced

by Local Authorities  G9 42

Factories nol included

above in which section

7 is enforced by the

Local Authority ......... 273 152

Other  premises  in

which section 7 is

enforced. ioeiiiiasiin i
Tokal ...ccoooiivvnn 343 194

(ii) Cases in which defecis were found :

Referved Referred
to HM. by H.M. Legal

Defects Found Remedied Inspector Inspector Action
Want of cleanliness G G 3
Defective sanitary
CONVeniences .......... T 7 2
Sanitary conveniences
not separate for sexes 2 2 2
Other offences ......... = 3 2

g e 1| [ E M 18 1R 9

(iii) Outwork: Only one nolification of outworkers has
been received, the nature of the work being garment making,

COMMON LODGING HOUSES.

There is no Common Lodging House in Nelson, nor are
any houses registered as being let in lodgings. No aclion has
bheen found necessary either in regard to Tenls, Vans, Sheds,
etc., or to underground sleeping rooms.

CANAL Boarts,
No inspections are made of Canal Boals,

Rac FrLocks,
There are no premises in the district in which rag flock
is manufactured, used or sold,
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HOUSING.

Number of new houses erected during the year:

h Traditional
i ; Prefabricated Permanent
(i) By Local Authority .............. S 22
(i1} By other Loecal Authorities .........

(1i1) By other bodies or persons ......... o

Inspection of dwellinghouses during the vear :

(i) (a) Total number of dwellinghouses inspected
for housing delBctes. ..o o 218

(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose 371

(il) Number of dwellinghouses included above

and inspected and recorded under Housing

Consolidated Regulations ..............cccoeenen. Nil
(111) Number of dwellinghouses found lo be in a

slate so dangerous or injurious to health as

to be unfit for human habitation ............... Nil
(iv) Number of dwellinghouses found to be not

in all respects reasonably fit for human

7L 1 i, 1 g RO LG BRI G BRSY LN R Spopey ey 131

Remedy of defects during the vear withoul service of
formal notices:
Number of dwellinghouses rendered fit in
consequence of informal action .............. SR [
Action under statutorv powers:
Number of dwellinghouses in respect of
which legal notices were served under

Housing Act, 1936 ............... s At e 12
Number of dwellinghouses rendered fit afler
gervice of nolice by owners ..........ccccconienee. 11

By local authority in default of owners  Nil
Number of dwellinghouses in respect of
which legal notices were served under
Public Health AtS ......ccooreniosisiveimannmsnynas I
Number of dwellinghouses rendered fit after
service of notice by owner ............cc..on. |
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Proceedings under sections 11 and 13,

Housing Act, 1936 (Demolition) .................. Nil
. Proceedings under seclion 12 Housing Act,
fUnderground TOMMS) ..iviuieisinsemmmmsrsasiins Nil
Overcrowding :

‘Number of dwellinghouses overcrowded at

end of year according to Housing Act, 1936  Not
Known

Number of new cases of overcrowding

reported during the ¥ear ... §

HousinGg CONDITIONS,

The standard of the houses generally is good, the majorily
being of the through terrace type. It is found in the inspections
that the majorily of the defects are due to lack of repairs and
maintenance aggravaled by the shortage of labour and
malerials. As a resull of these shortages difficulties have been
experienced in getting the necessary work done lo camply with
informal notices sent oul.

Defects found :

A summary of the housing defects found during the year:
Dampness due to defective roof, troughing or fall pipes 102

Diofostive 00T . i oo s gt iaianbd e o
Defective plastering on walls or ceilings .................. 11
Deferlive, winOoms, (..ooi i s s e B
Dafective 01 TEINEBE ... ch it b s s 7
Bedpctive FAEQ SNETAGE - oot i s b p it e 1
Defeclive drains, W.G's, or WoW.C's L. iinnss 55
WoabEn TERIEHEERT o i e AU e s e R oS8 L 9
Inadequate WALer SIPRPLY . siiiiu-iie . oiies o sein s e 1
Defeclive artificial lighling ......cccociinicmassmmn e, 3

Overcrowding :

Six visils have been made relative to overcrowding. In
cerlain cases the complaint is made with a view to getting
prior consideration for an application for a municipal
house. There are no doubt many houses in the town in
which two or perhaps more families are living, and this
condition will obtain until such times as the supply of
houses will meet the demand,
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Water supply and Sanitary Accommodation

In the built up area in the borough each house is provided
with an internal water supply. There are, however, still
a few rows of houses in which there iz a shortage of supply,
but this is due to the inadequacy of a common service pipe.
A scheme is in operation for dealing with these houses,
the Waler Department undertaking the work as
opportunity arises. The only houses not having a separale
water closet or other adequate sanitary accommodation are
the back to back houses. These, of which there are
approximately 107 in the borough, are not confined to any
one district, but are scaltered throughout the area.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

MILK SUPPLY.

The register of cowkeepers and dairvimen is amended from
time to time as changes occur. At the end of the vear there
were on the register

(a) Cowkeepers who do not retail milk in the borough 4

(b} Cowkeepers who dispose of lheir milk wholesale 7

(¢) Cowkeepers and milk purvevors in the borough... 15

pd) Mille prrveyors Only: . oo 10

(e) Cowkeepers in other areas who are milk purveyors
I Nelsen ... ln e N R B a2

Licences for the production of designaled milk are issued
by the County Counecil. There is only one farmstead in the
horough so licensed, and this is for the production of milk
from a tubercular tested herd. The milk from these premises
is not retailed by the producer. Tuberculin tested, accrediled
and pasteurised milk is retailed within the borough, but the
produclion is ¢n premises oulside Nelson. The dairies and
cowsheds within the borough are subjected to periodic
inspection and taking an average their condition can be
classed as fair.

Throughout the vear informal samples of milk are taken
and lests carried out in the Public Health Laboratory to
determine the quality of the milk as it lis retailed to the
customers,
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A summary of the various tests made during the year is:—

Of Lthe above samples, 148 were purchased, 67 were
oblained from the various scheools in the area and 63 were
submitted for testing. Following the tests a reporl is sent lo
the vendor giving the results of the various tests to which the
milk has been subjected, and, if unsalisfactory results are
shown arrangements are made for further samples to be lested
lo note if anv improvement has been effected.

Foob AND DRUGSE ACTS.

The administration of the Food and Drugs Acts is
undertaken by the Lancashire County Council and the County
Medical Officer of Health has kindly supplied me with the

(a) Milk Fat ............... Total number tested 274 Number in which a
deficiency was found ... i
(L) Solids, not fat ...... Total number tested 273 Number in which a
r]eﬁ::immy was found ... 5
(¢} Visible Cleanliness.. Total number tested 213 Number found not to be
satislactory .....coiiiciiiiin i
(d) Methylene Blue Test Total number tested 274 Number found which failed
to reach the standard
adopted, 1.e., 4% hrs. n
summer and 5§ hrs. in
winter ..... b 56
(e} Coliform Test ......, Total number lested 272 Number found to contain
goliform Dbacilli in 0.01
c.c. 6o
(f) Resazurin Test for
keeping quality ... Total number tested 274 Number found to be
Excellent .......... g 51
ey, pond. i sl 110
VBT (N e A 63
L s e 21
POOT o S e 10
Badl... .. e, S 2
Ny BEl 17
(g) Tubercle Bacilli .... Total number tested 2714 Number found to contain
Tubercle Bacilli ............ Nil
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following particulars of the samples taken by his officer in the
Borough of Nelson.

Total number of samples taken ............ ik 176
(A N e e 110
| B2 1 R TNk i o it B e 3
Wish paske . ..o misanisn e A 2
e R L el e S O 1
1T D AT, SRR s e TSI DTS E
Liqmerice: POWAeY ... cnmkaemidnieis 8
BEeRA it A 3

Meal sompr o s B s s e S 2
Vegetable 801D ...t iniiaaanes 1
Granis of tartar s 4]

POPIC BEDBHEBE. i s gl
Eeel BRIBBEEE o .c b i

AT ERETEID :comic0n 2 dane i pbiaas s e o1 2
021 T (AN R e R, |
A ) S [ SR R T B A 2

775111 S A Gt e S e LR AP AR AL R, |
12 g et L ol Nt i . |

Sweets ......... L el et ey ipe ligd.o. 2
e GRS Lol s s b sl 1
Prunes ....... DA PR, [\ 3 WO 1
L5 e e S o 0 ST a
G DTRG0 B R Gttt ol el s 2
Campliorabed o ..ol ik i s
| R TR 7 4  Teeye Epl SEe e e 2
e R e e e e e e 2
BRI o i e L e 2
L < e o e SO SRR e L :

T TH e e s 3
Bicarbonate of s0da ........cocociimiineinns 3

Of the above samples the following were certified by the
County Analyst as failing to reach the required standard.
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Sample. Result. Action,
sample of milk ....... 5%, deficient in milk fat ... Further samples obtained.
sample of milk ....... 5% deficient in milk fat ... Vendor notified.
sample of lard ......... Consisted of tn)::-kimir s Vendor notified.
sample of jam ......... Deficient 2.1%, soluble solids... Manufacturers notified.

sample pork sausage Contained 39 parts per million
sulphite preservative with-

out declaration .................. Vendor notified,
sample beei sausage
(informal) ............... Deficient 37% minimum )
percentage of meat ........... Formal sample olitained.
sample beel sausage
(s Ty [ e Deficient 519, minimum
percentage of meat .......... l‘rnsccutinnﬁ'e::l'dor fined
£5 with £3-7-0 costs.
sample jelly ............ No declaration of ingredients—
Labelling of Food Ovder
RPN =, L St e Packers communicated
with.
sample beef sausage Deficient 549 minimum
{informal) ............... percentage of meat .......... Formal sample oltained.
sample beel sausage ,
(formmal) ...oooiciaeniioses Deficient 57%, minimum
percentage of meat ........... Prosecation. Vendor fined

£5 with £3-3-0 costs.

MeaT AND OTHER Foobs,

There are no licensed slaughler houses in Nelson.
Centralised slaughtering for the area is carried out at Colne
abattoirs. A small number of pigs, 29, have been slaughtered
on farm premises under certificale issued by the Ministry of
Food. These pigs have all been subject to inspection.

Meat stalls, shops and bakehouses have all been regularly
inspected throughout the yvear.

No seizure of unsound food has been made but the
following articles have been submitted for examination, and
certificates issued to the eflect that thev were found to be unfil
for human consumption,

S kiny o il . e b approximate quantity 2745 pints.
364 containers vegetables .................. approximate quantity 478 1bs,
178 containers meat products ............ approximale guantity 1664 1bs.
36 containers sl -......cicceimnriesinennin approximate quantity 24} lbs,
40 conbainers froit .........c..ccniiennn approximate quantity 110 lbs,
48 containers Jam ........cccicociviiiiennii. approximate quantity 1035 Ibs.
4 containers f[ruit juice .................. approximate quantity 5§ Ibs,
1 container pudding .........cocoivinene- approximate quantity 3 1b,
12 containers shroddod swhesb’. . ..o i it idoenot e ssigsabasisss s baasrau s
Aagorbed @sh: i RN e e 560 lbs.

L RS R S e R RS B 23% 1bs.



15 o, T o e B e IR L 144 lbs.
] A S e e M L P e 5 lbs.
Wommel: ibecmmpmais e e 2 lbs.
HHonntagas - eeelag 3 eriah o Lol ek ol B ecdien b cnbimat®e, 0 140 1bs
AR o s e e e B RS i 65 lbs
Cronkeing Sl s e e S e &g lbs

Foop PolsoNING.

One isolated case of food poisoning occurred during the
vear. Invesligation showed S typhi-murium (B. aertrycke)
to be the infecting organism, but it was not possible to obtain
any article of food for examination in order to trace the source
of illness. From enquiries made, it was thought probable
that other cases would occur, but this did not happen. The
patient was removed lo the Infections Diseases Hospital at
Burnley for treatment and eventually discharged therefrom as
cured,

PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS
DISEASES,

During the year 436 cases were notified under the
Notification of Infectious Diseases Acl, a decrease of 29 on the
number notified during 1946. A detailed comparison with the
previous year is:—

Cases removed

Cases notified.  to hospital. Deaths.

1947, 1946, 1947, 1946, 1947, 1946,
Scarlet Fever ............... 17 1T 6 o _ -
Diphtheria .ol —_ 1 — 1 - -
Enteric Fever ................ — - — - - ---
Paratyphoid Fever ......... 1 - | — — —
Measlas . .....occiieiviiinen 242 34l - 3 - -
Whooping Cough .......... 116 232 L | —
PReUmOonia . ..c.ouiivssiee 22 21 1 1 10 13
Puerperal Pyvrexia ......... 4 1 3 1 1 —
Cerebro-spinal Fever ... 2 2 —

2 1 i
Acule Polio-myvlitis ........ 1 — 1 — - 1
Acute Polio-encephalitis 1 | -

Encephalitis Lethargica... — — - — — —
Dysentery .............. AN — | — — S
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 1 2 — 2 - =
1 =] 5T S A S e 3 7 — — - —
Pulmonarv Tuberculosis 21 28 23 24 i 12
Non-pulmonary do. 5 12 4 1 — 3
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Excluding tuberculosis, there were in all 27 patients
removed to the Marsden Road Infectious Diseases Hospital, but
in 5 cases the disease was found to be non-infectious and the
notifications were withdrawn. These ineclude 2 cases of
suspected Diphtheria, 1 case of suspected Cerebro-spinal
Meningitis and 2 cases of suspected Acute Anterior Polio-
myelitis. In the remaining 22 cases there were 3 cases of
Pemphigus and 1 of Food Poisoning.

MEASLES.

At the beginning of the vear measles was very prevalent,
an epidemic which had commenced about Seplember, 1946,
running its usual course. During the first quarter 216 cases
were reported, but after this there were only 26 cases notified
during the rest of the vear. Il appeared to be a mild form of
the disease, no deaths occurred, no removal to hospilal was
requested, nor was any application made for nursing assistance,

WaooriNg COUGH.

Sporadic cases of this disease were reported during the
first quarter, but the number considerably increased during the
second quarter. In the quarter ending September, the
number reported was practically equivalent to the first quarter
of the year, i.e., 23 and 22, whereas during the last quarter only
4 cases were reported. There were 4 cases removed to hospital
due to complications supervening and 1 death occurred.

In regard to both Measles and Whooping Cough, whilst
notifications received give an indication of the prevalence of
these diseases, thev do not give a true picture of the number of
cases occurring. Unlike other infectious diseases where there
is an onus on the head of the family to notifv anv cases of the
disease occurring in his household, in the case of Measles and
Whooping Cough he has no such responsibility and this rests
solely with the medical practitioner in attendance, and if no
medical practitioner is called in, no notification is received.

SCARLET FEVER.

The number of cases reporied, 17, was the same as in 1946.
Six cases were removed to hospital as adeqguate isolation eould
not be carried out at home. The cases were sporadic and in
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only one instance, where three children in one house were
notified, could any connection be traced fo a known case. 13
patients were schoolchildren from 6 different schools.

[DIPHTHERIA.

No case of this disease occurred during the vear, Two
patients were removed to the Infectious Diseases Hospital,
suspected to be suffering from Diphtheria, but the diagnosis
was not confirmed and the nolificalions were subsequently
withdrawn,

Anti-diphtheretic serum is kept at the Police Station,
Nelson, so that it may be available at anv time when required.
During the year only two phials, each of 8,000 units, were used.
Regular sessions have been held throughout 1947 for
immunisation against diphtheria, and in conjunction with the
school medical inspections, a special effort was commenced
towards the end of the yvear to induce parents to agree to the
school children receiving an addilional booster dose of the
prophylactic agent where primary immunisation had been
carried out in infancy. By the end of December, 179 children
of age ranging from 4 vears to 14 years had received a
supplementary inoculation,

The number of infanls or children who received the
primary artificial immunisation under the local authority’s
scheme was 399. Of these 388 were under H vears of age and
11 children of school age.

From the figures available, which include 42 children
known to have had private trealment, it is estimated that 3,996
children have been immunised since the scheme was
inaugurated. Of these 1,151 are under 5 vears of age, and 2,845
over 5 but under 15 vears of age. These figures represent 49.59,
and 82,29, of the estimated population in the respective age
groups.

The following table shows the number of persons
inoculated annually from 1941—1947 at the immunisalion
sessions arranged by the local authority,



Number of persons inoculated annually 1941-1947.

DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION.

T

|
A3 = __Y.’.'!ih.tj.__ I — __i Total inoculated in each Group
Ages . | _ : at 31/12/1947
1941 | 1943 | 1943 .1‘344 ' 1945 | 1946 | 1947 1 e e o8 {
=l ML i 1 W i e i 23 |
1 — i 41 | 9216 | 102 | 186 ! 205 | 168 | 201 Under 5 years old on 81/12/1947 :
g — | 58 | 128 39'1aa|74|74 56 |
8= | 67 (184 | a7 | 40 | 20 | 13 9 1109
A 5 S T [ T 9 |
B ?1513 149 | 29 | 24 |14 9 ¢ E
6— 158 | 88 | 18 | 21 | 5 | 9 | -.3:
7 — : 167 80 20 11 2 i 2 ‘ P ! Over 501?1;!&1;112:??;4%% VEars
§— |112 102 | 16 | 13 1 :
ol e T o e
10— ilﬁg 104 |_12 JLE R i 1 ‘ 1
11— |153 B4 | 10 g1 2 ' — | — 92845
12— |1:]£l | 9 17 | 5 e
18— |18 | 75 | g o R (e e
14— ; 8 12 | 4 10 - :r — | = l
- o gl i Y et |y | V6 peans il ovan on BljIGjIELT
and ovar'i : | . e I_Ilﬁﬂ i .
| ey
Totals | 1671 1488 | 447 | 515 | 338 | 201 ‘ 399 All ages: 5144

e




INFANTILE PARALYSIS.

During the vear 3 cases of Acute Anterior Poliomyelilis
and 1 case of Acute Polio-encephalilis were reported, hut of
these 3 cases of Acute Anterior Polio-myelitis though removed
to hospital, were found fto be non-infectious and the
notifications were subsequently withdrawn. The 2 defimte
cases were both children, one a bov of 5 vears—Acule Anlerior
Polio-myelitis—who, after treatment in the Infectious Diseaszes
Hospital was transferred to the Biddulph Orthopadic Hospital
for specialigt treatment to combat the complications set up by
the disease, the other was a boyv of 7 years—Acute Polio-
encephalitis—who recovered completely in the Infectious
Diseases Hospital.

The following table gives an analvsis of the cases of
infectious diseases in age groups.
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The Registrar General has issued a table showing for
England and Wales and sub-divisions of the country the attack
rate per 1,000 of population, for certain of the infeclious diseases
and this is submitted along with the altack rate for Nelson for
COMPArison.

148 Emaller

126 County Towns |
England boroughs and Resident London
and Great Towns Population Addmn, '
Wales inclmling a5, () £ 50,000 County i
London at 1931
: ! 5 Census ki .___|__
RATES PER 1000 CIVILIAN POPULATION.
Notifications : ! |
Tvphaoid faver ............ l 0.01 0.01 0.00 | 0.01
FPiratyphoid fever ...... : 0.01 0.01 1111 S 0.01
Corebro-spinal fever ... 05 | 0.06 0.056 | 0.05
8 arlet fever _............. 1.37 - 1.54 ! 1.37 | 1.31
Vi hooping cough ....... { 2.82 241 2.02 2.80
Diphtheria ..........oc.00.e 0.13 0.15 0.14 0.14 |
Eysipelas FE Rl 0.19 0.21 0.18 0.22
Binallpox .o 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00
| EEE ] T A — 9.41 915 9.58 | 5.29
Pi:eumonia 0.79 0.89 0.68 0.64

oNooemNOoDoD

b
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DISINFECTION AFTER INFECTIOUS DISEASE,

Disinfection by means of fermalin spray and formaldehyde
fumigation is carried out in cases of all infectious diseases
excepl Measles, Whooping Cough or Pneumonia. There are,
however, many requesls for premises lo be fumigated and
hedding disinfected following other illnesses or deaths. During
the vear, 46 premises involving 185 rooms have been
fumigated and 171 articles of wearing apparel, 808 articles of
bedding and 122 miscellaneous articles bave been disinfecled.
Disinfection of bedding, ete., is done by steam, the apparatus
being situated al the Destructor Works, Charles Street.

The value eof the formalin spray and formaldehyvde
fumigation as an efficient means of disinfection of rooms or
premises is extremely doubtful. T{ has, however, a good
psvehological effect, and, in practice, it usually ensures that
B the rooms or premises are thoroughly cleaned out subsequently,
which in itself juslifies itz continued use.
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TUBERCULOSIS.

21 new cases of pulmonary tuberculosis and 5 new cases of
non-pulmonary tuberculosis have been notified during the vear.
7 deaths from pulmonary tuberculosis have occurred, the death
rate from tuberculosis for the vear being 0.21 per 1,000 of
population.

Dr. G. Barker Charnock the Consultant Tuberculosis Officer
for this area has kindlv supplied the following particulars
relative to Nelson patients. * Of 158 new patients, 148 of whom
were examined al the dispensary and 10 al their homes, 22 were
found to be suffering from some form of tuberculosis, the
remainder being discharged after observation as non-
tuberculous; there were 380 re-examinations of ‘old ® cases.
With regard to trealment, 8 early cases were admitled lo
sanatorium, 21 advanced cases to hospital, and 17 cases of
surgical tuberculosis to general or special hospitals; X-ray
examinations totalled 293. The Tuberculosis Health Visitor
made 25 primary and 786 subsequent visits to patients. During
the vear 2 pulmonary and 12 non-pulmonary cases were writlen
off as recovered.”

Analysis of the new cases and the mortality during 1947
according to age, is as follows: —

New Cases, Dreaths.
_ Non- Nou-
Age Periods Rezpiratory respiratory Respiratory respiratory
M. F. M, F. AL, F. Al T.
Under 1 year... — — — — — — — -
1o Byearss. — — — 1 — —_ = =
b to 10 years . — - 2 — - : = -

10 to 15 years . 1
15 to 20 years . —

1 i

20 to 25 vears . — 2 — — —_ 1 — —
251035 years. 2 1 —_ — - 1 - —-
35 to 4D years . 3 3 —- 1 1 1 e —
45 to B5 years . 3 — — — — - — e
B5toG5years . 2 2 — —_— == 2 — -
65 and upwards 1 2 — 1 — | — -

Totals ...... 12 0 2 3 3 4 -— —

At the end of the vear there were on lhe register for Nelson
107 cases of pulmonary tuberculosis (71 males and 36 females)
and 62 cases of non-pulmonary tuberculosis (18 males and
4% females),
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There does nol appear to be any evidence of excessive
incidence of, or mortality from, tuberculosis in any particular
occupaltion in the districl. Nolification of this disease is
generally efficient and there has been no incidence of wilful
neglect or refusal to nolify.

No action has been necessary under the 1925 Regulations
dealing with tuberculous emplovees in the milk trade, nor has
there been any action under the Public Health Act, 1936,
Section 172, for compulsory removal to hospital.,

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

This work is carried out by the local authority under the
supervision of the Medical Officer of Health. Two whole-lime
and one part-time Health Visilors are engaged, the work of the
part-time nurse being divided between the Infant Welfare
Service and the School Medical Service. There have been no
changes or developmenis during the vear in the arrangemenis
for attending to the health of expeclant and nursing mothers
and of children under five vears of age. A list of the Clinics
or Centres held in connection with Maternity and Child
Welfare work is given earlier in the report.

The services of a consultant obstetrician have bheen
availeble at the request of a medical practilioner for any
abnormality arising al anv slage of pregnancv, oceurring either
in the Maternity Home or at the home of the patient. He is
also the consultant appointed under the Puerpural Pyrexia
Regulations of 1939. During the vear the serviees of the
consultant were requested on 28 occasions,

During the vyear 616 births were nolified under the
Nolification of Births Act, and of these 607 were live births
and 9 were still births. These figures include three cases of
twin births,

HeALTH VISITORS,
Number of vizits paid by Health Visitors
(1) To expectant mothers ..................... First visits 152
Tolal visits 250
(2) To children under 1 vear of age ......... First vists G667
Total visits 2886
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(3) To children befween the ages of 1 and 5 vears
Total visits 2795
(%) Special visits paid tc the homes with reference fo

Home Helps, Rebates, ete, ............... Total visits 340
(B) Inelectual MISHE o i s e e a1 BT

INFANT WELFARE CENTRE.

Total number of children under 5 vears of age who firsl
attended at the Centre and who on that date of their first
attendance were:.—

(L) UTEBr 1 VORr OF BED :iuwiviisians ansi i s hrammistas S anay 397

(20 Eiver | VOAP OF ABE it sshiaisnsinasdinsss v 76

Total number of children under 5 vears of age who
attended the Centre during the vear and who at the end of
the year were : —

(1) Under § year of age ... e o 346
(2) Over {1 year of age ............ A AL A 4506
Total attendances made by children: —

(1) Under 4 vear of 888 ....o.ciiemncmie rpenons dordll 3752
T b S R T S B SRR e 1353
Number of sessions held during the vear .................. a7
Average attendance per session :—

(1) Children under 1 vear of age ........ccocoveiiiniininns 38.7
(2) Children over 1 vear of age .........cccooviieviiiieviinn, 13.9

NURSERY ACCOMMODATION,
There are no day or residential nurseries under the control
of the Health Committee, nor are there anv women registered
as daily guardians.

ANTE-NATAL SERVICES.
Total number of women who attended at the clinics

provided and maintained by the Couneil ............ 386
Total number of allendances made ..............ccovetnet 2507
Nunber: of sessions e .....oonmiiimis wrie s 103
Average number atiending per session ..................... 24

During the vear any abnormal obstetrical case seen at the
Ante-natal Clinic by the matron of the Malernity Home has
heen referred by her to the patient’s own Medical Practitioner.

Additional Ante-natal Clinics have been held weekly
during the vear al the Infant Welfare premises. These are
conducted
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(a) by the midwives emploved by the Lancashire County
Couneil for the benefit of expectant mothers who have
made arrangements for their confinement to take place
at home.

(b} by the Health Visitors for the benefit of expectant
mothers for whom arrangements have been made for
their admission to the Langrovd Maternity Home,
Colne.

In each instance any cases in which any abnormalitlies

arose were referred Lo their own medical practitioner for advice
and treatment,

MaTeERNITY HOME.
Name and address of institution: Fern Lea Maternily Home,
Netherfield Road, Nelson.
Whether Municipal or Voluntary : Municipal,

Number of malernity beds (exclusive of isolation and
BT BedE) i e S e e A 10

Number of maternity cases admitled during the vear ... .. 205
There are no beds reserved for expectant mothers in need

of hospital treatment.

Avprage duration of sbay ... inesiiiimaeniiingsiig ... 10 days
Number of cases delivered by

L T e A e A i R e Ry S 238

Rl TR oo oos dviins i e b R e R R SR 17
Number of cases in which medical assistance was soughl

by a midwife in an eMeTrZeNCY ......cccviveniraienannss feaEp (4
Number of cases admitied after delivery ........................ 2
Numiber of cases nolified as

PP OETAEAl BEVRE i e s s e Nil

(o P Uerparal BVEEEIR. .. et st as s s s i |
Number of cases of Pemphigus Neonatorum .................. Nil

Number of infanls who have al any lime received a
supplementary or complimeniary feed whilst in the
home (exeluding those given during the first three or

four davs whilst breast feeding is being established) 0
Number of infanls whollvy breast fed on leaving the

1 TIS]H L L) 1 et AR s R R SR At e TR
Number of cases notified as Ophthalmia Neonatorum ...... Nil
Number of maternal deaths ...l L. Nil

Number of still hirths .......coocciviveiionnes L e 3
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auses : (i) Intra-uterine asphyxia.
(i1) Macerated foelus.
(iii) do.
Number of infant deaths within 10 days of birth ............ o
Cause of death in each case:

(i) Cardiac failure after difficult breech
delivery with extended head.

(ii) Debilily. Premature birth,

bii do. do,

(vii) Heart failure. Cerebral heemorrhage.
(viii) Asphyxia pallida. DBreech delivery.

Included in the 255 maternity cases admitted to the Fern
Lea Maternity Home during the vear were 3 patients who were
non-residents of Nelson.,

The arrangement with the West Riding County Council (o
admit patients from Nel=on into the Langrovd Maternity Home,
Colne, providing accommodation was available, has operalted
throughout the wvear and 38 palients have been admitted to
this Home from Nelson.

Patients with obstetrical abnormalities were admitted into
the Bank Hall Maternity Hospital, Burnleyv. During the vear
16 patients from Nelson have received treatment at this
hospital.

From the above figures it is estimated that approximately
509, of the confinements tcok plaece either in the Maternily
Homes or Hospital, and 502, in the home of the patient.

MATERNAL DEATHS,

One maternal death occurred during the vear, the cause
of death being pulmonary embolism due fo confinement. The
death occurred in a maternity home. This one death gives a
Maternal Mortality Rale for the vear of 1.47 per 1,00 lolal (live
and still) births, The Maternal Mertality Rale for England
and Wales during 1947 was 1.17 per 1,000 total births,
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PREMATURE INFANTS,

The number of premature babies notifiedl during 4947
whose mother is normally resident wilhin the council’s area
was 34. Of these 13 were born al home and 24 in hospilal or
maternity homie, As regards the 13 born at home, 2 were
removed to hospital and the remainder were nursed entively
ab home. 3 died during the first 24 hours, including 1 baby
who was removed to hospital, and at the end of the first month
there were 10 survivors. In the case of the 21 born in hospilal
or the maternity home, 2 died within 24 hours, and at the end
of the first month there were 17 survivors.

Special equipment is provided for use by the midwife in
attendance on those babies nursed al home and, should hospital
treatinent be necessary special facilities have heen provided for
their tranzfer either to the Bank Hall Maternity Hospital or the
Municipal Hospital, Burnleyv.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES,

1 ease of Ophthalmia Neonatorum following domiciliary
confinement, and 4 cases of Puerperal Pyrexia, 3 in domiciliary
and 1 in institutional confinemenls, have been reported. 2 of
the 3 latter domiciliary cases were removed to hospital for
ireatment. There were no deaths resulting from these
infections, and in the case of aphthalmia neonatorum there was
no impairment of vision.

The following figures give a comparison of the incidence
of Puerperal Pyrexia throughout the country,
England and Wales ... 7.16 per 1,000 total hirths (live & still).

126 County Borughs... 8.9 do. o,
148 Smaller Towns ... 6.27 do. o,
London Admin. Cniy 6.94 do. do.
152 P T R R 5190 do. do.

Howme HELPS.

There were six Home Helps emploved hy the Council at
the end of the vear, an increase of one compared with the
position al the end of 1946. Under vour authorityv’s scheme
there have been 121 cases during the vear in which home help
has been provided. All these were maternity cases. The
Home Helps work under the instructions of and supervision
v the Health Visitors and undertake domestic duties only,
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MOTHER AND BaBy HOMES,
There are no Homes or Hestels in the Borough provided
either by the Council or Voluntarv Associations for the
admission of ante-natal or post-natal mothers or their babies.

ILLEGITIMATE CHILDREN,

No special social worker has been appointed either by the
Couneil or 1n combination with anv olher Welfare Authoriiy
for the purpose of Ministry of Health Circular 2866. During
the year 30 illegitimate births (all live births) were registered,
this being 4.59, of the total births (live and slill). Special
supervision by the Health Visitors is exercised in all cases of
illegitimate babies.

CHILD LIFE PROTECTION.

There were 2 children on the register at the end of the
vear as being under the care of foster mothers, as defined by
Section 206 of the Publie Health Acl, 1936. Each Health
Visilor is appointed as Child Protection Visitor for supervisory
purposes. During the vear no proceedings have been taken or
orders applied for.

METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS,

The meleorclogical slation is silualed in the grounds of

the Cemeltery, Walton Lane. Daily readings have been taken
throughout Lhe vear and the following figures are of interest: —

Barometer at M.S.L. ...... Highest reading ............... 1040.8 mb. on 11th Dec.
Lowest reading ................. 980.2 mb. on 23rd Mar,
Mean for the year ............ 1014.5 mb.

Maximum in the shade ... Ilighest reading ............... 83.7° on Znd June and

L6th Angust.

Lowest reading ................: 24.3° on 28th January.
Mean for the year ............ 53.0°

Minimnum in the shade ... Tlighest peading oLl 61.2° on 16th Sept.
Lowest reating .......ccoievenns 89.7% on 23rd February.
Mean for the year .. .......... 41.0°

dight sunshine ............ No. of days recording sunshine ............ Z58
Total amount for the vear .................. 1117.4 hours
Average per day throughout the year ... .06 hours

Bainfall ....covovimsmigparnns Number of davs on which raim occwrred 202
Total rainfall for the vear .................. 42.62 inches
Greatest fall in 1 day ........cooevnn. P 2.50 inches

on 11th Moy,
Mumber of days with rainfall of
01 to 003 dnches ... it | DY

Number of days with rainfall of
0.04 inches or more .............coeepienees 145
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CONCLUSION.

In the compilation of this report I am indebied to the
undermentioned officials for information relalive to work
outside my control, and I wish lo place on record my apprecia-
lion of the assistance they have rendered in enabling me to
place before you the Annual Report for the year 1947.

Dr. F. Hall, County Medical Officer of Health.

Dr. G. Barker Charnock, County Consultant Tuberculosis
Officer,

Mr. F. V. Alexander, Borough Engineer and Surveyor, Nelson.
Mr. J. Gilehrist Smith, Borough Water Engineer, Nelson.
Mr. N. Sceals, Borough Treasurer, Nelson.

Mr. V. Rohinson, Borough Cleansing Superintendent, Nelson.



APPENDIX 1.

Causes of Death with Corresponding Rates.

= e

Cause of Death Male Female ‘ Tatal Death Rate
All causes. 257 240 | 497 14.9

1. Typhoid and paratyphoid fevers ... - — I C- 0.00
2. Cerebro-spinal fever ................. - = = 0.00
3. Boarleb Ty -l e —_ -— o 0.00
4. Whooping cough ... = 1 1 0.03
5:, THEBEREAR Soi i s L R O R 2 -— — - 0.00
6. Tuberculosis of respiratory '

e L e eaut S SR BT ' 3 4 7 0.21
T. Other forms of tuberculosis ... | = - - 0.00
8. Syphilitic disease ..........;ccoiiieennn. - 1 1 0.03
L [T i EF o (o e o Sl R S S e — — — 0.00
T T S VL - - — —_ 0.00
11. Acute poliomyelitis and I

policencephalitis ....... —_ - ! - 0.00
12. Acute infectious mcephalltls ivri — — — 0.00
153M. Cancer of buceal cavity and

oesophagus (males only) .......... 5 — o 0.15
13F.. Cancer of uberUE ....coocveiecsaisans — 8 8 0.24
14. Cancer of stomach and duodenum 4 3 i 0.21
15. Cancer of Breasb ..i......cureisieiaas — 11 11 0.33
16. Cancer of all other sites .. .......... 20 21 41 1.23
17. Diaheies ....... 2 1 3 0.09
18. Intra-cranial vasculnr ]esmna 32 42 74 2.23
19. Heart disease ..... : 89 68 157 4.74
20. Other diseases of the -:.-n-:ulal;t:-r:.r

g (R e T e 1 4 5 0.15
O Bronchitil ool s e S0 18 438 1.45
22 Pneumonia ! 5 5 10 0.30
93. Other respiratory diseases ........... 2 3 5 0.15
24 Tleer of the stomach or duodenum 3 —_— 3 0.09
25. Diarrhoea (under 2 years of age) ... == = — 0.00
26, Appandlibis  ...o.iciicieieinie e iiieens o p— | paci 0.00
27. Other digestive diseases ............. 4 5 9 0.27
28. Ht}phrllss .................................. 8 10 ! 18 0.54
29. Puerperal and post- abortive sepsis e 1 | 1 0.03
30. Other maternal causes ............... - = = 0.00
1. Premature Dirth -..oovciiiiiiiiieineees 5 1 b 0.18
32. Congenital mnltnunatmns birth

injury, infantile disease .......... 8 b 14 0.42
o5 Bmeide o e e e T 2 9 0.27
3. Road traffic accidents .........cc.... 2 2 4 0.12
35. Other wviolent causes .................. 5 6 11 0.33
30, All other causes .........cccceenes 22 17 39 1.17
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APPENDIX II.

Birth Rates, Civilian Death Rates, Analyvsis of Mortality,
Maternal Mortalily, and Case Rates for certain infectious
diseases in the vear 1947.

1 14& Bmaller
126 County ] Towns
England boroughs and Resident Loudon

and | urent Towns Population Adm. Nelson
Wales | inelwling 25 000 £o 50,000 County
| London at 1981
| Census

BATES PER 1000 CIVILIAN POPULATION.

% | i
Bave births ................ ' 20.5* 23.3 e 22.7 ! 20.1
EBtall births ................ 0.50* .62 0.54 0.49 0.33

Deaths : |
.!.l] cCauses ...... : 12.0* 13.0 11.9 12.8 14.9
i'1:|‘!1:r1-:1 & pamtr} phmd |
BYET ...eeunn.s .| (.00 0,00 0.00 (.00 I {000
Bearlet fever .............. 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
‘Whoo ing cough _....... 0.02 0.03 .02 0.02 0.03
II htheria ................ ' 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.00
112) ¢ 1 0.0a 0.09 0.08 0.08 0.00
{Bmalip-c:-x ................... 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Measles . | 0.01 0.02 0.02 0.01 | 0.00
BATES PER {1000 LIVE DIRTHS,
Deaths under one year
BE R 41 47 30 a7 40
Deaths from Diarrhoea
and enteritis, under 2 | '
years of age ............ 5.8 8.0 3.7 4.8 | 0.0

* Rates per 1000 Totul Population.
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