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PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
21 CARR RoAaD, NELSON,

SEPTEMBER, 1945.
To the Chairman and Members of the Health Committee,

LLADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

In the absence of your Medical Officer of Health on aclive
service, it has fallen lo my lot to present to you a report on the
health of the Borough and the work earried oul by the Public
Health Department during 1944, and this [ have pleasure in
doing. Having played no part in the administration of the
department during the period under review, I propose making
no comments thereon, bevond the fact of allowing the figures
to speak for themselves tc show that the work has been carried
out very satisfactorily and reflects eredit on your absent Medical
Officer and the staff under his control. You will appreciate
that in the compilation of the report, I have had to rely entirely
on the staflfl of the department for details of the work carried
oul.

Three outstanding poinis in the vital statistics are worthy
of mention, namely, the Infantile Mortality Rate for your
Borough is the lowest ever recorded and must be amongst the
lowest recorded for the country, the birth rate is the highesi
since 1921, and for the first time since 1926 the number of
births exceeds the number of deaths.

In compiling the report, certain statistics have had to be
supplied by other officials of lhe Corporation and also by the
County Medical Officer of Health and his staff, and to these
many thanks are extended:; also I am sure Dr. Roberts would
wish to be recorded his thanks to the Chairman and Members
of the Health Committee for the support given to him through-
out the yvear,

I remain, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

R. E. ROBINSON.
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY—1944,

ATER T APTRE - - ok iieesi inasnbbiinia e R e R R e 3,466
Population-—Oensus] 1081 ... averrincrginmss o sgmmsfaeans 38,306
Registrar-General’s estimate of civilian population—

b (2T G U e i e e S TN 31,420
Number of inhabited houses—

[ B r o g 1 R e e e s e e 11,128

(b) End of 1944, according lo rate books ............... 11,930
DR e it v, s e e 14s. 10d. in the £
iue e o e R e e SRS R BT e L AP e (S N e S £254 416
Sum represented by a penny rate ....................0L. £955-6-6

The cost of the Health Serviees for the financial year
1944-45 was estimaled at £10,458, which is equivalent to a rate
of 11.82d. in the £.

VITAL STATISTICS.

Males Females Total Rate.
Live DBirths :
L R e b R R R G 253 239 4492 15.6 per thousand of
p::npuELtiun.
Ilegitimate ................ 17 16 33

Still Births :

Total ...... P e L | 5 12 23.8 per thousand births
(live and still).

Illegitimate ............... — - -
B e 259 22T 481 15.3 ;per thousand of
population.
Death of Infants under 1
vear of age:
L 7T [l SR AR b b 12 24 per thousand live births.
Legitimate ................. 4 5 9 19 per thousand legitimate
hirths.
[egitimate ............... 2 1 4 90 per thousand illegitimate
births.
Maternal Deaths :
Puerperal sepsis ... . — — Nil
( 2.0 per 1,000 live hirths.
Other puerperal causes —— 1 l‘l 1.9 per 1,000 total births.

There was an increase of 72 births in 1944 on the number
of births occurring in 1943, and the Birth Rate of 15.6 per 1,000
births is the highest recorded since 1921,
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Deaths in Nelson amounted Lo 367, but 18 of lhese were
non-residents. 132 deaths of Nelson residents occurred in other
districts, the corrected total of 481 giving a local death rate of
15.3 per 1,000 inhabitants. The Birth and Death Rates are
cialeculated on an assumed population of 31,420, this being a
reduction of 170 on the assumed population at mid-year 1943,
For the first time since 1926 the number of births for the year
exceeded the number of deaths, though the difference is only
slight, i.e., 11.

There were only 12 deaths of ir:fants under one year of age,
civing an Infantile Mortality Rate of 2& per 1,090 live births.
This figure is the lowest on record for Nelson.

Comparative vital statistics are given in Appendices 1.
and T1I.

CAUSES OF DEATH.

The causes of death are summarised in Appendix 1., a
stummary of the chief causes heing : —
Percentage

Number of of total

Cause of Death, leaths. deaths. Death Rate
FIGATE eNSARER. ... o i s 144 ... 2909 ... 4£.58
B4 5 1T R i Al e e HOAY i 295
Chest diseases, excluding

0] 0T= o L0 S 27 e BB aeillBS
Intracranial vascular lesions .......... i RIS [ 157 SR L, |||
Infectious diseases including

influenza but not tuberculosis ...... 14 ... 29 .. 0.4
Tuberculosis, &ll forms ........c.......... e o B8 L 006D
NViolent CBUBAR ....iuvessniessmsowsis i RO . e

Of deaths from al! causes 44.19 of the male deaths and
49.79 of the female dealhs were in respeet of persons of 70
vears and over. Combined, the percentage is 46.7 of the total
deaths, compared with 44.59, in 1943,

Sk

HOSPITAL FROVISION,
General hospital accommodation remains unchanged.

NURSING IN THE HOME,

During the year 1 case of Measles and 2 cases of Ophthalmia
Neonatorum were visited by the Distriet Nurses under the
existing arrangements ‘with the local Nursing Association, 74
visits being made,
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES.

METEOROLOGICAL CONDITIONS.

Records taken at the Meteorological Station show thal rain
fell on 217 days, the total rainfall for the year being 50.67
inches (44.00 inches in 1943). The wetlest month was
November with 7.54 inches, and the driest March with (.84
inches.

Bright sunshine was recorded on 260 days, totalling 946.6
hours, a daily average of 2.6 hours. In 1943 1203.8 hours of
sunshine were recorded, with a daily average of 3.3 hours, The
mean temperature for the year was 47.4°.

WATER SUPPLY,

There has been no change in the source of public walter
supply during the vear. Apart from the presence of trespassing
sheep on the Coldwell catchment area the risk of pollution has
heen reduced to a minimum and bacleriological samples of
unfiltered water confirm this. There is still evidence of minor
contamination of the Ogden gathering grounds due fo farming
and also to other tfemporary and unavoidable causes. Frequent
wiler sampling, inspection of the catchment area and keen
allention to filtration are the safeguards taken to deal with this
problem.  As self-purification is restricled by the small slorage
capacity of the reservoirs, an additional precaution for the
safely of the supply is introduced by the chlorination of all
water after filiration.

The average daily consumption of water in the Waterworks
area of supply was 1,884,579 gallons (which includes the
compensalion water discharge from the Coldwell Reservoir),
averaging 41.3 gallons per head. There was no curtailment of
the supply during 1944.

Routine tesls are carried out by the Water Engineer lo
ascertain the purity of the waler and samples are submitted at

regular intervals to a public analyst for complete analysis and
examination.

In seven houses old joint service pipes were replaced by
new mains with separate service pipes to each house: sinee the
inception of this scheme 428 rows of houses have been dealt
with,
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There are approximately 423 houses in the town wilh
inadequate internal water supply due to defective (joint) service
piping—the lalter being the owner’s responsibility, although
the local authority gives financial assistance in providing a
separate service pipe lo each property.

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE,

There has been no change during the vear.

RIVERS AND STREAMS,

The Rivers Pollution Acts are administered by the Ribble
Joint Committee,

CLOSET ACCOMMODATION .

Number of Privy Middens (in town) .........ccccoiieeennie: 1
NMumber of Pail Clos6ls ..iiiciiiociiss i s osiiumnis i
Number of Fresh Water Closets ................ T 5,944
Number of Waste Water Closets ................. e T
Number of Dry Ashpits, excluding Middens ............... 20
Number of Porlable Receptacles for refuse ............... 12,320
onversions :

Waste Waler Closels to Fresh Waler Closets ............... A5

PUBLIC CLEANSING.

Carried out by direct labour under the control of the
Cleansing Superintendent. No changes in procedure have
occurred during the vear.

SANITARY INSPECTIONS DURING 1944,

No. of complaints of nuisances received and investigated... 114

No. of premises in general inspeeted ..............c.oiinn. 2281
No. of premises in general re-inspected ........................ 137
No. of premnses in general vistted .........cco. itk 171
No. of ingpections: Slablos i sl i 5
Licensad PrOmiBes ... ...ciivivevirisinmanns 19
Bakehouses—Power .............cccoovvnine. 7
Non-power ...........c..oe. 34
Meat: shalls: . ...consthesdmmimat e natihas, 237

Dairies and. cowsheds ..oiiiiiiinn
HOMBIRE. toocsn i et i o v b e i 120
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No. of visits—Infeclious diseases ..............cocoeeiviviiisninie, 404
Total No. of defecls or matiers requiring altention found... 161
Morhal ROUICeS RIVEI oot ahi v aaiisinai st sl i ad o 88
TnviormEls MOBIGEs BT .o . oo s deimes ca et s s :

Informal and verbal notices complied with ................... 114
Eigal notioes senll ook suiissninie st con s i b : 2
Legal notices complied with ........coooviimicmiiiniene. 2
S Iake OBSAEVARONIE o v o e s b s e R ol

SMOKE OBSERVATIONS,

51 smoke observafions were taken during the vear, 33
chimneys being affected. In 31 instances no black smoke was
emitted during the time of observation, in 16 instances the
emission of black smoke was under the preseribed limit, i.e.
H minutes in 30 minutes, and in 4 instances the emission of
black smoke exceeded the limit. In these 4 cases the attention
of the owners of the chimney was called to the result of the
observation and they were requested lo take all possible steps
o minimise the nuisance,

FACTORIES AcCT, 1937.

Al the end of 1944 the register showed 264 faclories with
mechanical power and 80 withoul. Inspections of these during
the year were 91 and 60 respectively. 10 defects were found,
of which 4 were notified by H.M. Factory Inspector.

HOUSING.

No new houses were erected during 1944. The eslimale
regarding Lypes of houses given in the 1943 report, i.e. through
(lerrace) 10,072, semi-detached, 1,325, bungalow 298, back-to-
back 107, single 85, delached G0, flats 22 and cellars 6, can be
regarded as an indication of the position at the end of 1944,

On the whole, from a sanitary standpoint, housing condi-
tions can be regarded as fairly satisfactory. There is no doubt
that a shorlage of housing accommodation exisls and that this
will become more accentuated. An indication of this is the
number of applications made for Corporation houses as they
becoime available. Powers given to the Authority to requisition
and make habitable emply houses have been enforced, and
some 50 houses have been dealt with during the year. Two
rows of houses which had been allowed to get into a very bad
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state of repair are being dealt with; the necessary work, how-
ever, had not heen fully completed by the year end. Through-
out the year the shortage of both labour and materials has
intensified the difficulty of having repairs and renovations
carried out; consequently the condition of property has to some
extent deterioraled. Where sanitary defects have been found
every effort has been made lo cxpediie the work.

Durfing the iyear inspection, following the receipt of a
complaint, necessitated either verbal or informal notices bheing
given in respect of 96 houses.  Malters dealt with by these
notices included, defective sanitary accommodation 19, defective
waste pipes 8, defective drains 16, defective roofs, troughing
or fall-pipes 32, internal structural defects 25, lack of cleanliness
9, waler leakage 3, dry rol 2, other conditions 5.

One complaint of overcrowding was investigated during
the vear.

BUG ERADICATION,

Disinfestation, by means of special preparations used as a
spray, and fumigation by sulphur or formalin, has bheen
carried oui in 18 houses, involving 8 rooms. 30 visils were
paid to these premises.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

MILK SUPPLY.

The register of cowkeepers and dairymen is amended as
changes of occupation occur. At the end of the year there
were on the register
4 dairy cowkeepers who retail milk outside the Borough,

b dairy cowkeepers who dispose of the milk wholesale,

19 dairy cowkeepers who retail milk within the Borough,

37 dairy cowlkeepers whose premises are not in Nelson bul
who retail milk within the Borough,

G milk purveyors only.

There are two dairies within the Borough at which milk
is bottled for distribution.  Only one farm in the Borough
produces designated milk (T.T.), this being sold wholesale. A
(quantity of T.T, milk, aceredited milk and pasteurised milk
is refailed locally; there is, however, no pasteurising plant in
the Borough. Routine testing of informal samples of milk is
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carried oul in the Public Health Laboralory, and a report 1s
sent lo the vendors of the milk giving the result of the various
lests carried oul.

In all 287 samples were lested, of which 198 were purchased
from vendors, 62 obtained at schools and 27 were submitted
for examination purposes. Resulls of the various tests carried
oul show : — :

(a) Analysis for milk fal, 282 samples—genuine 264, defiicient

31.

(b) Analysis for olher solids, 282 samples—genuine 278,

deficient 4.

(¢) Examination for visible cleanliness, 273 samples—salisfac-

tory 272, not satisfaclory 1.

(d) Methylene blue tesl, 273 samples—salisfactory 252, did nol

attain standard 21.

(e) Coliform test, 275 samples—
showing B. coli absent in .01 c.c. 176,
showing B. coli present in 0.01 c.c. 99.

(f) Resazurin test, 271 samples—excellent 73, very good 105,
good 68, fair 17, poor 3, bad 5.

(g) Bacterial count, 22 samples—under 10,000 per c.c. |
10,000 to 50,000 ......
50,000 to 100,000 .....
100,000 to 200,000 ....
S00,000 to 400,000 ...
over 2,000,000 .........

samples—satisfactory 20, not

c:—

Pl e i i

=
-

(h) Phosphatase test,
pasteurised 24.

(1) Tubercle bacilli, 42 samples—Negative 39, positive 3.

(JTHER FoODs,

Controlled slaughtering at central premises in Colne has
continued throughout the year. There were, however, 16 pigs
killed privately on farm premises, permission for such
slanghtering being granted through the Food Office.  These
carcases were all examined and passed by the Sanilary
Inspector.

Inspection of shops, stalls and vehicles where meat or
prepared food 1s sold has been carried out in routine duties.
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Food stuffs are submitted from time to time, and, if found
unfit for human consumption, condemnation certificales are
issued. The following list gives details of the amount of food
stuffs condemned during the vear.

Vool 1 GAreaSn ..o s ddineysnsrnss 30 1bs.
BACOIE -t if i e e it s {2 lbs.

| =] 1 e e e . st b 12 1bs.
L g £ (11117 R e S e 350 1bs.
Mk POMWEEE . ouiiasssnssammmsnmnsissies 163 cwl.
Sausage FUSKS .......occciimiaasann 5 cwt.
Baisineg .. e PR 761 1bs.

| F 1) 1) e g S B ST T 34 1bs.
Baking powder ...l 120 1bs.
T R L oo 41 1bs.
B e e e R e EY ARILE Eana s ofifrie] 3 boltles
NIRRT 2 bottles

Tinned Goods :

Maat ... 162 tins: . 208 1hs,
Figh ...... e s OB RITIS e 280 1hs.
BOBPRI wine: oy 74 ting ... 67 1bs.
Ml i tsiiis {60 tins

I ET ] I TE N L S 63 tins ... 98 lbs.
Vegetables .......... 61 tins

Pk sLE 10 tins ... 20 lbs.

Tomalo purée ..... 536 tins ... 3752 lbs.

Foop AND DRUGS AcT, 1938.

Administration of this Act is carried oul by the Lancashire
County Council, and Dr. Hall, the County Medical Officer of
Health, informs me that during the vear his officer obtained 9
samples of milk from Neison, all of which on analysis were
found to be genuine.

PREVALENCE OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

During the vear a total of 409 cases were nolified, a
decrease of 422 on the number nolified during 1943. This is
accounted for mainly by deereases in the number of cases of
scarlet fever and measles.

Details of the nolifications for this and the previous vear
are :-
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LUases
Cases removed to
Disease, notified Hospital Deaths
1944, 1943, 1944, 1943, | 1944, 1943,
Searled devar ... s 137 - 208 .. 880482 =—
Rt ReEEA. . S i 37 - RN T i peB e
Enteric fever ......... e 1 e 1 - L = —
o (2 e S s S e el e H1 442 ... — o
Whooping cough ............. FEER R g2
PReumonia ...coosereiivemss M 2 eo— —owe 443
Puerperal pyesxig ......o.... i 2 2 | — —
Cerebro-spinal fever .......... - B i 2 ... — —
lincephalitis lethargica ..... i — ... — — -
Byt I 1] 221 g G e N -— it — |
Ophthalmia neonatorum " 2 —_— L = —
Brysipalas ..o noianvanns g 10 1 | oh — =
Fulmonary tuberculosis ... 24 22 ... 22 15 .. 17 {2
Non-pulmonary tuberculosis 14 17 G Bk B 6

Scarlet Fever, though showing a reducticn in the number
of cases compared with 1943, was persistent fhroughout the
vear, without at any time assuming epidemic proportions.
84 cases were removed to hospital and there were two relurn
cases.  Generally the infection was of a mild type and no
deaths occurred from the disease. 769 of the cases were
children in attendance at school.

There was an increase in the number of cases of Diphtheria
compared with the previous year. All the cases were removed
to hospital, and it was found in many cases that the disease was
of a4 very serious lype. 8 deaths occurred, giving a case
morlality rate for the year of 21.69,. The ages of the patienls
who succumbed lo the disease were 5, 7, 8 10, 13, 14, 17 and
24 years, and in no mstance had the patient been-immunised
against diphtheria. Details of the remaining 29 cases show 3
patienls in the under 5 age group, of whom none had been
nnmunised, 15 palients between the ages of 5 and 15 vears,
of whom 6 had been immunised and 9 not immunised, and 11-
patients 15 years of age or over, none of whom had been
immunised. The cases were distributed throughout the year,
there being only one month [(Oclober) in which no case was
nolified.

Under the Diphtheria Tmmunisation scheme 386 pre-school
children, 118 school children and 11 who were over school age
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have completed treatment during the year. This gives a tolal
of 4,116 (all ages) who have been immunised since the
inauguration of the scheme in 1941. Al the end of the year it
was estimated that 559 of children under 5 years and 719

between the ages of 5 and 15 years had been immunised.

DIPHTHERIA [MMUNISATION,

Numbers of persons inoculated annually 1941-1944.

—— = o

— ——

Y
———— = Total inoculated in each Group
Ages | at 51/12/1944
1941 | 1942 | 1943 @ 1944
| |
= 4 U 1 s Under 5 years old on 81/12/1944 :
1— | 41 216 | 192 | 186 1041
g — 58 198 39 | 125
s— | 67 |184 |_a1 | 40
| |
4 — 100 112 45 | 85
5— |56 149 | 20 | 2«
' |
6 — | 153 93 18 22 Aged 5 to 15 years on 81/12/1944 :
7— (167 | 8 | 20| 11 2723
g— [17a [102 | 16 | 13
9 — |168 | 96 8 | 14

| ]
10— | 182 | 104 12 7

11— | 153 | 84 10 9

12— | 129 01 17 b

19— | 118 | 95 9 3

14— 3 12 4 10

15 s 2 = 11 15 years and over on 31/12/1944 :
and over 852

Totals 1671 | 1483 | 447 | 515 | All ages: 4116

A supply of diphtheria antitoxin is kept at the Police
Stalion and is available to local practitioners al all times.
During the vear 36 phials, each of 8,000 unils, have been
requisitioned.

-
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Measles was quicscent most of the vear, 84 cases or approxi-
mately 769, being notified in May and June. No cases were
notified in the first two and last two months of the vear. No
deaths occurred from this disease, nor were any cases reported
with complications requiring nursing assistance.

Cases of Whooping Cough occurred Lhroughout the year,
May and June being the months with the greatest number of
cases notified.

TUBERCULOSIS.

pr. G. Barker Charnock, the Consullanl Tuberculosis
Officer for this area, has kindly supplied the following par-
ticulars relaling to Nelson patients: —

Notificalions of new cases number 19 pulmonary and 12
non-pulmonary (totalling 31), and of 141 new palients—132 of
whom were examined al the Dispensary and 9 al their homes
27 were found to be suffering from some form of tuberculosis,
the remainder being discharged afler observalion as non-
luberculous. There were 253 re-examinations of ** old "' cases
and with regard to treatment 7 “early’” cases were admitted to
sanalorium, 12 advanced cases to hospital and 10 cases of sur-
gical tuberculosis {o general or special hospitals: X-ray
examinalions fotalled 166. The Tuberculosis Health Visitor
made 31 primary and 340 subsequent visils to patients. During
Lhe year 6 pulmonary and 16 non-pulmonary cases were writlen
off as ** recovered.”

VENEREAL DISEASE.

The Cenire provided for this area by the Lancashire
County Couneil 15 at Burnley, by arrangement with the Counly
Borough of Burnley. Dr. Lamont, the Medical Officer of Health
for Burnley, has kindly submitted the following figures relative
to persons giving a Nelson address.
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| Males Females
| Patients on Patients on
Classification | Register at | New | Total | Register at | New Total
beginning of| Cases beginning of| Cases
1944 | 1044
I R ! i =t
Syphilis, primary... a 8 — —
- ‘:'I..CUII'CI.IITJT A 3 | — 3 3 4 7
» latent in first jear
of infection — — 1 - | .1
v all later stages... I 3 1 4 2 3 5
congenital... | b — 2 3 g 5
Gonor rhoea, 1st year G
infection L] | 16 21 | 8 5 11
5 18ber ...iveiies — —- — | - -— -—
Non-venereal or undmgunsml . i
conditions .. et 1 9 | 10 | 1 16 17
| | 13 | 83 | 46

_Tuta.]s.......“......... o 1T | 26 43

VAGCINATION.

The Public Vaccinator has kindly supplied me with figures
relative to the above, which show that only 41 infants and 2
adulls were successfully vaccinated by him in 1944,  These
figures bear out the remarks in the 1943 report thal there 1s a
marked aversion fo vaccinafion in the Area.

SCABIES.

There was a slight increase in the incidence of scabies, as
shown by the number of children altending for trealment at
the School Clinie. New cases found during the year amongsl
school or pre-school children amounted to 110, and in addition
4 adulls received {realment, against 98 children and 8 adulls
in 1943.

PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORY.

A tolal of 765 specimens were obtained or subinmitied for
examination during the vear, consisiing of throal swabs {3,
nasal swabs 4, eve swabs 19, ear swabs 3, urine 171, spulum
44, pus for gonocoeei 22, pus for olher organisms 16, pleural
fluid 7, cerebro-spinal fluid 3, blood 7, blood films 9, faeces 14,
semen 13, hair for ringworm 2, human milk 3, pathological
specimens 24, milk deposils 115, animal tissue 69, animal pus
26, other specimens 11. Included in these figures are 5 patho-
logical, 7 blood, 6 faeces, 7 throal swabs and 1 sundry sent for
examination to the Public Health Laboratory, Burnley, and 2
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urines senl to Kdinburgh Universily for the Ascheim-Zondek
reaction test.
DISINFECTION.

B0l rooms were fumigated for all purposes, 234 being dis-
infected by formalin vapour and spray following infectious
rliﬂezm‘ 543 articles of clothing, 6,108 articles of bedding and

Y miscellaneous arlicles were treated in the sleam disinfeclor
i:mi 219 in Lthe formalin-vapour chamber.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

No changes in the general arrangements have laken place
during the year.
1. Number of births notified in the area served by the Couneil
as Welfare Authorily during the year :

Live births 501. Still births 12. Tolal 513.

Heallh Visilors.
No. of Health Visitors employed al the end of the year 3
(One Health Visitor is engaged half-time on School

Medical Service aclivilies).
No. of visits paid during the vear by all Health

[

Visitors : —
(i) to expectant mothers—First visils ..................... 257
Tolal »msils ... 437
(ii) to children under 1 year of age—Firsl visils ...... 529
Total visils ..... 1307
(1i1) fo children between the ages of 1 and 5 years—
Tolal visils ..... 4993

3. Infanl Welfare Centres.

Address of Cenltre: 9 Carr Road.

Days and times open-
Non-medical, Tuesday aflernoon, 2 lo 5 p.m.
Medical, Wednesday afternoon, 2 to 5 p.m.

Total number of children under 5 years of age who
firsl atlended at the Centre during Lthe year and
who on the date of their first atlendance were

{L e ettt of 820 . isaiiaseini e 278
) el s o REEL S s 144

Total number of children under 5 vears who H”.E]EI[].HI
al the Cenltre during the vear and who at the end
of the vear were
(1) under 1 year of age 25
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(10) over d YeAT OF AEE viosseilieisinsbmedenatmmm sz hss
Number of doclor’s sessions during the year ............ 32
Number of consultations—

[A) under 1 vear Of BEE: .. skttt IS

(1i) over 1 year of age ...i.c...cco.ocesiiemeaiii A 250

-
.

Ante-nalal Services.
Number of Clinies provided and mainlained by the
ouncil open al 31st December, 1944 ............ a
Address of Clinie ................. Maternity Home, Fern Lea
Days and fimes open—
Monday, 2-0 to 4-0 and 6-0 {o 8-0 p.m.
Thursday, 2-0 to 4-0 p.m.
Total number of women who attended at the Clinics
during the year .............. eI e R R i 341

The arrangement under which the Obstetric Consultant
(Dr. J. H. Watson) altended the ante-natal Clinic on one after-
noon per month for consullations continued during the vear
up to October. Dr. Watson’s death in November brought o a
close this phase of the service, as up lo the end of the year a
successor had not been appointed to continue this parlicular
work. It is fitting, however, to place on record an appreciation
of the work carried oul by Dr. Waltson on your behalf over a
number of years as Obstetric Consultant.

Additional Ante-natal Clinics are held weekly al the Infant
Welfare Centre premises, but these are conducted by the lwo
distriet midwives employved by the Lancashire County Council,
altendances being confined to expectant mothers who have
made arrangements with these midwives for their services.

During the year the Obsletric Consullant was called in on
18 occasions, 13 of which necessitated a visit to the home of
the patient, 4 to Fern Lea Maternity Home and 1 to Bank Hall,
Burnley. Resulting from these consultations, 10 cases were
admitted to Bank Hall and 1 to Reedyford Hospital, the latler
for Caesarean section.

5. Malernity Homes and Hospitals.
Number of separate malernity institutions provided
by AR08  COUTGIL 25 moniiisumonim s ot e e S s s 1
Name and address of institution—
Fern Lea Maternily Home, Netherfield Road, Nelson.
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No. of malernity beds (exclusive of isolation and

labour beds) .............. I T i
Total No. of women ddmllted tn t]n:—‘-*-.# ht—‘d"-: lilll"lll{: thp
AR A e e L i i e 214

No. of these women admilted from the Council’s area 183
No. of beds (included in the figures above) reserved
for expectant mothers in need of hospital treat-

ey e R S LG e o e e SR N Ll 2
Total No. of expectanl mothers treated in l;hpw heds

R s e i B S Lk e ek B Sl B §
Average duration of stay of expectant mothers in

ST O 1T R S e s e h days
Average duration of stay of cases in the lying-in

WA Nt s i s b e S pa i JBodays
No. of cases delivered by

PR MIWIVeE b i e s 154

G S s R e 54
No. of cases in which medical assistance was sought

by a midwife in emergency .............ccccviunnis S il
No. of cases admilted after delivery ..............cc..evnne. Nil
No. of cases nolified as puerperal pyrexia ............ L

[This case was notified 6 davs after discharge from
the Home). i

No. of cases of pemphigus neonaltorum ................... 3
(In addition to these 3 cases, there were 4 olther
cases which were undiagnosed at the time of
infection).

No. of infants who have at any time received a supple-
mentary or complementary feed whilst in the

T O et i e o s i s e B 206
No. of infants wholly breast fed on leaving the

b e e e R 178
Average No. of patients in residence per day ............ 7.8
Total No. of patient days ............ S R AR 2839
Percentage of patients not residents of Nelson ......... 16.8

Percentage of total births in Fern Lea to notified hirths

Tl e R i R et s R e 44
Fixcluding births relative to out-of-Borough patients,
percentage of births in Fern Lea ..................... 36.7

Following the nolification of 3 cases of pemphigus
neonatorum in the Home and intimation that a baby who had
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heen discharged a day or two previously had also developed
symploms, an investigaltion was made and a report sent to the
Regional Office of the Ministry of Health. Il was found that
prior lo these cases a furlher three babies had developed
symptoms whilst in the Home, but the condition had not been
dhagnosed as pemphigus neonatorum.  In agreement with the
non-medical Supervisor of Midwives a lemporary rearrange-
ment of the staff was agra2ed upon so that i=olation of the
patients would be complete, no further admissions permitted,
and, after discharge of the last patient, the Home was closed
for a few days, personal and general disinfection being carried
ot in the interim. After re-opening on the Tth April, no
further case developed,

Fern Lea Maternity Home provides only for normal cases,
but an arrangement with the Burnley Corporation now
provides accommodation for patients with obstetrical abnor-
malities at Bank Hall Maternity Hospital. These palients are
seen by the Obsteiric Consultant (Dr. Callam) and it is on his
recommendation they are admitted to the hospital. Your
Council accepts responsibility for the payment of the fee to
Burnley, the cost to the palient being a consideration of the
Maternily and Child Welfare Commitiee on the same lines thal
admission to Fern Lea is decided. During the vear 10 palienls
were admitted to Bank Hall under this scheme.

6. Care of Premature Infants.

From the 1st June, 1944, amended birth notification cards
were in use so that the weight at birth, if less than 5} 1bs.,
could be stated. Since this date 16 such births have been
notified.

The scheme for the care of premature infants includes the
provision of gamgee jackels, hol waler bottles, special feeding
pipeltes, mucus catheters, and, if necessary, a Home Help. If
hospilal trealment is imperative, arrangements have been made
for infants to be admiltlted to Bank Hall Malernity Hospital,
Burnley. For the transit io hospital a hooded basket heated
wilh hot water botlles is provided in the ambulance, an oxygen
cylinder is available, and a Health Visitor accompanies the
patient.  On discharge from hospital notification is sent and
the Health Visitors then exercise conlinuous home supervision.
It may be noled that during the year only one death oceurred
from prematurity.
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Other particulars relative to premature babies are: —

NeeBern ab Teme: .- ittt ikl 3
No. born in maternity home or hospital .................. 11
Of those born at home :
No. nursed entively-ab home ..o icnan i D
No. who died during the first 24 hours ............... ()
No. who survived at the end of one month .. ...... 4
Of those born in malernity home or hospital :
No. who died during the first 24 hours ............... ()
No. who survived ai the end of one month ......... 11

7. Home Helps.

Though a scheme for the provision of Home Helps in
malernily cases had been operative for a number of years, the
scheme had become ineffective owing o lack of obtaining
suitable persons willing to carry out the duties. In Augusl of
this year a definite full-time appointment was made to insure
a Home Help being available if needed, and, in the intervals
when not engaged on this work, assislance to be given in the
welfare work undertaken by the Housing Committee. From
this date tfo the end of the year there were B cases in which
assistance had been rendered by the Home Help.

8. Infections Diseases.
Ophthalmia Pemphigus Puerperal Puerperal

necnatorum neonatorum  fever pyrexia
No. of cases notified during
1 VTR T e oS e S ST PRV |
No. of cases visited by
officers of the Couneil .... &4 ... — ... — .. B

No. of cases for whom home

nursing was provided by

the Coumell .........ccoceme B e =, = e
No. of cases removed to

T ] — ety m=c o azny

Wilh regard to the ecases of ophthalmia neonatorum,
recovery wis complele in each case, and there was no impair-
ment of vision.

9. Maternal Deaths.
No. of women who died in, or in consequence of, child-
birth in the area served by the Council for malernity
and child welfare during the year:—



QS )y T o e S eSS T o s Nil
(13) from OUREY: CRUISEE . mies var s es samais o snn St i 1

No. of these cases which died : —
(TR 5 T ¢ 11 (RO S S e, £ S e T Nil
(i) A0 s enE L e e e |

This death occurred in Fern Lea Malernity Home, the
cause being certified as post-partum internal haemorrhage.
Based on the number of notified births, after allowance for
multiple births (3), this death represents a maternal mortalily
rate of 2.00 per 1,000 live births and 1.93 per 1,000 total births
(live and still).

10. Child Life Protection.

Individual
foster mothers Total

(n) Persons who were receiving children under
nine for reward apart from their parents at
the end of the ¥ear ..ot fy i |

(b) No. of children :

(i) atvend of Vogr s ain e, S |
(1) who died during the year ............ None ... None
No. of foster mothers guaranteed payment hy
Weltare ApERority .....c...o.csbhiiimaainnueasaiis ... None
(¢) Numiber of premises wholly or partially exempted ... None

(d} No. of Child Protection Visitors al end of year
who were
) Heallh VisHonrs . .l dad sty e s 3
{it) QHHRYS .o oaiiment e A e LTI, O None
(e} No. of persons (in addition to or in lieu of Health
Visitors) or s=ocieties authorized to visit, under
proviso to Section 209, Public Health Act, 1936 ......... None
(f) Proceedings faken during the year ...........ccoccounnnn. None

11. Orthopaedic Clinie,

The following particuiars relale to the work of the Ortho-
paedic Clinic (administered by the Laneashire County Couneil)
in respect of Nelson children under school age ;-
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No. of eases on books at commencement of the year A0
New cases admitted during the year ..................... 25
Cases discharged during the Year ......c..c.ocvcimmiaiiinas ¢
Cases transferred to the School Medical Section ...... 9

(This includes one child who was receiving hospital
trealment on reaching the age of five years).

No. of cases on books at end of the year ................. A9
Total number of attendances ...........ocoiieniinees wone 104
No. of cases admitted to hospital ...................00.... 5
No. of cases discharged from hospital ..................... 4

No. of cases receiving hospital treatment at end of
oo | S e N e S oy s ciess  INODS

AMBULANCE SERVICE.

Since 2nd October, 1944, administration of the Civil
Ambulance Service has heen transferred to the Public Health
Department. During the year, the vehicles, of which there are
ihiree, have travelled 10,014 miles in the removal of 2712
patients. A free service is maintained for accident cases and
the removal of patients to and from the local hospitals, but a
charge i made for long distance travelling according to the
mileage covered.



APPENDIX I.

sauses of Death with Corresponding Rates.

Canse of Death L

———

0 0o =1 m?ampy

13“?[ Cancer of bueeal cavity and

13F, Cancer of uterus ........

14.

. Boarlel FeVeR ... cerieiniasamnnretini
. Tuberculesis of I'-EE-pll'Eltrﬂl'j
. Other forms of tuberculosis .........

. Syphilitic disease .................eeeeen.

. Acute poliomyelitis and

Enaheten™ =it LT L

. Other digestive diseases .............

SHES BHSBBIIRRERN!

All canses,

—————

T;rphmd and Fﬂ.mt;fphmd fevers ..
Cerebro-spinal fever .......

Whooping cough ...
Diphthena .........

SOTIOEINY i = w5 swns Pk s s e R

Influenza . el e
ILGRBLEN: - ivn i s s siarininnataia s inte

policencephalitis ......................
Acute infectious encepﬁahtm .......

oesophagus (males only) ..........

Clancer of stomach and ﬂuodemlm
Cancer of breast .
Cancer of all ul;.her 311;433 Ak

Intra-cranial vascular lesions ......
Hanridigeagn o0 oiii 2 h
Other diseases of the circulatory
system

Bronchitis
Pneumonia ........
Other respiratory diseases ...........
Ulcer of the stomach or duodenum
Diarrhoea (under 2 years of ago}
Appendicitis .........

.................................

i E a1 0 [ e e Ce e A S s
Puerperal and p::rst- -abortive sepsis
Other maternal causes ................
Premature birth .
Congenital ma]l‘nrm*;t.mna “birth

injury, infantile Qiiseng .
Buieade o el R e
Road traffic accidents ..................
Other wviolent caunses
All other causes

...................

Male

Bl ol o

Hompon ~| | po~mapuos

== e~

Female Total I Death Rate
2ev i 481 15.30
—_— —_— ' 0.00
— — | 0.00
e e | 0.00
1 2 | 0.06
4 8 . 0.25
3 17 0.54
1 2 0.06
1 2 0.06
1 2 0.06
L5 — 0.00
La — 0.00
1 2 0.06
—_— 2 0.06
5 5 0.16
2 10 0.31
8 8 0.25
20 52 1.65
4 & 0.19
43 66 2.10
62 144 4 58
6 10 0.31
8 ' 17 0.54
1 4 0.12
4 I & 0.19
3 ' g 0.22
et 1 0.03
= : 1 0.03
5 14 0.44
g 13 0.41
— | — 0.00
1 1 0.03
L = 1 0.05
4 11 6 0.19
1 | it 0.09
= 1 0.03
g | 17 0.54
20 o1 1.62
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APPENDIX II.

Birth Rates, Civilian Dealh Rates, Analysis of Morlalily,
Maternal Mortalily, and Case Rates for certain infectious

diseases in the vear 1944.

| T48 Bmaller

128 County Towns
England boroughs and Resident London
| and ureat Towns Population Adm, Kelson
Wales incinding | 25 000 to /0,000 County
Lomdon at 1931
| Census
BATES PER 1000 CIVILIAN POPULATION,
Liwe barths ......c.coieiae 17.6 20.3 20.9 15.0 15.6
Still births ........oeeen0ee 0.50 0.64 0.61 0.42 0.38
Deaths :
All causes ..........coeeee..| 11.6 13.7 12.4 15.7 15.3
Typhoid & paratyphoid|
favar .. ....... e | 0.00 (.00 0.00 (.00 0,00
Scarlet fever ..............| 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Whooping cough ........| 0.03 0.03 0.02 0.04 0.06
Diphtherna ................] 0.02 0.03 0.03 0.01 0.25
L E T e — 0.12 0.10 0.11 0.08 0.06
Bmallpox ......occvcnianenns 0.00 — —_ — —_—
Measles ........occcoiiiaae 0.01 0.01 0.0 0.00 0.00
BATES PER 1000 LIVE DIRTHS,
N =ik L RICE I, P25
Deaths under one year
O BB .....cocnemminanies 46 o2 44 61 24
Deaths from Diarrhoea
and enteritis, under 2
years of age ............ 4.8 T 4.4 10.1 20
RATES PER {1000 CIVILIAN POPULATION.
Notifications : | ‘
Typhoid fever ............| 0.01 00 | 0.01 0.01 0.00
Paratyphoid fever ...... 0.01 000 | 0.01 0.01 0.00
Cerebro-spinal fever ....| 0.05 0.06 ; 0.04 0.06 0.00
Bearlet fever ......oiceee.. i 2.40 2.4 2.67 1.67 4,36
Whoo i"g m;lug]l %49 2.449 | 2.00 2.490 2.48
Diphtheria .................| 0.58 0.67 | 0.69 0.31 1.17
Erysipelas .............| 0.29 032 | 0.28 0.37 0.28
Hmallpox ... .......] 0.00 0.00 | 0.00 0.00 0.00
Measles .... B 4.16 : 4.51 3.94 2.98 3.53
Pneumonia ........coccoees | 097 | 1.13 0.82 0.93 0.82
| {

LI L} —_— S




APPENDIX II. (Conld.)

RATES PER 1000 ToTAL BIRTHS (LIVE AND STILL).

" 148 Smaller .
126 Connly Towns |
‘ England horoughs and Resident Lomdon
and Greal Towns Paopulation Adm. Kelenn
l Wales including | 25,000 to 30,000 County
r London | " at 1981 |
e | Tl Cenzns 2
(a) Notifications : | | ’
Puerperal fever ... . I 3.6
Puerperal pyrexia ...... || e8 ) | =0 | *14.14 [ 0.92
* Including puerperal fever.
{b) Maternal Mortality :
Aborti | Abhortion roseall |
\I.rltinselgsl:!m “;ﬁ'éﬁ:gt' E#E:E::Eiaﬂ | Other
England and Wales .........c......... ox | o009 | o2 | 185
OB ool 000} 1040 | 000 | 198

Abortion : Mortality per million women aged 15-45.

———— e e ———e e ——— — _——

With zepsis | Without sepsia

—————————————————————— || ————————————

England and Waleg i 25 l 7
!










