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BOROUGH OF NELSON.

MELSON,
23tR Jaxvamy, 1898,
To the
Chaivman and  Members of the Wealth Commitice.
(GENTLEMEY,

I have the honour to present von my Annual Report on the health and sanilary eondition
af the Borough. I shall adhore to the plan I have hitherto adopted in my reports and give you
tha formal record of the Wirths and deaths which oceurred in the borough during the year, 1
find 876 hirths (455 males, 421 females) wers registered, which gives an annual hirth-rate of 278
per LOOO. The deaths registered (including promature hirths and inquest cnses) numbercd 452 (257
males, 215 females), which gives an annual death-rate of 14:1 per 1000. Tf we exeluds premature
hirths (30) and inqoest cases (13) it givea a rate of 12T per 1,000.

The deaths of chillren under one year (including prematurs births) totalled 152, giving a death-
rate of 173 per cent. caloulated on the nomber bhorn doring the year.

The following table epitomises the ages at which the deaths oecurred :—

Deathe nnder 1 year 152} 231 doeaths under

w of 1 year and under & yoars Tal 5 wyears,

» of § years - 15 i Nl

Ty e e R - 25 1 27 :

S T SRR e o gngt Ak oter S ey,
. of 65 . and over ... E.‘si

I enclose n detailed list of the causes of death and the nges at which they died.

Under the * Notifieation of Infectious Disenses Act™ there have been reported 115 enses of
Benrlet Fever, 22 of Enteric Fevor, 1 Relapsing Fever, and 19 of Diphtheria., In these cases the
Health Superintendent took the requisite steps lo prevent their spread, notifying not only the
parents but alse the Bchool Authoritiss—thus efficiently prohibiting any children from infected
houges attending school—supplying disinfectants, attending to the droios, ashpits, &e.
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I mentioned in my Annunl Report for 1806 that we were free of any epidemic until Decamber,
when measles appeared, This epidemic developed into s severe and fatal s type that no less than
54 denths were recorded during the first quoarter of the year fromi measles and its complieations,
This aecounis for the high rate of 21-5 lor that quarter. Wo had an exeeedingly cold cast wind
nearly all the quarter, to which the chest complications were mainly atiributable. About B0 per cent.
of the deaths wers complicated with bronechitia, pneumonias, or both (broncho.pneumonis).

I pointed out in my Report for the March quarter, and I repeat ik, that the majority of
parenis think all they bave to do in a case of measles is to keep the child warm and get perspira-
tion rmalj" established and all will be right in a day or two, but unfortunately when that is done
they relax their care, and the litide one is exposed to cold, which brings on soms fatal complication,
The teachers in the different schools wers advised to be very careful (when any one was absent)
in ascertaining the cause, and If that cause were measles mnot to admit any from that house, but
it was found necessary to close the schools, which was done for a fortnight. Beveral of the Sunday
Bohools were also closed. The epidemic was pretty well got over in the first quarter, as we had
only one death in tha second quarter. The death-rates for the severnl quarters were :—1st quarier,
215; 2od quarter, 13-8; 8rd quarter, 96; 4th quarter, 12.



The deplorable condition of Maidstone during the year will doubtless have awakened the most
npathetic Sanitary Authority to its duties in regard to water supply, and I feel sure the iohabilants of
Nelson and the districts supplied with water by you will be pleased to learn you are having periodical
analyses by the County Analysi of the water supplied, thus ensuring & pure and wholesome aritole.

1807 has been a very busy year in many of the Corporation departments, and through the kind-
ness of Mr. Ball (Borough Surveyor) I am able to say that plans have been passed for 635 buildings,
50 per cont, in excess of the average of the previous five years. 61 strests have beem paved at
a cost of about £12,000, and this is now done in a more substantial manner than formerly, and
whieh will lessen the ecost of after reprirs. The Sewage disposal works are 1"“““-"}' W'“Ph‘m’
and the effloent therefrom equals in appearance town's water. Beveral storm overflows have been
construted, and n scheme of mnin intercepting sewers is now before the Local Government
Board.

One wing of the Vietoria Park extension was opened in November lust, and the works in
the other portion are being carried out as quickly as wenther will pormil.

The Sanitary department has also been doing good work. Mr. Priestley (Health Zuperinten-
dent) has enabled me to give you, in o brief space, some iden of what has been dotig :—

Nuisaxces.—253 complaints have been investigated, and steps taken for  their
abatement.

NoTicEs —A large oumber of miseellaneous nuisanees have been remedied without the
service of statutory notice, the following have been reported and notices  served to
carry out the necessary works i—

17 Privies to convert inte W.Cs 5
24 Ashpits to furnish proper doors and eoverings.
& To provide suitable ashpits.

3 To provide suitable manure middens.

10 'W.Cs. blocked,

20 To provide new drains.

3 Cases of pig keeping.

15 Burping rubbish,

1 Mill to provide separate W.C. sccommodation.

& Bundries.

—
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Legal proceedings have also been necessary in two cases to secure the abatement of
vuisances, and orders, with costs, have besn secured in each case.

Five cases of unsound meat have been reported during the year. 14 carcusces of pigs,
1} carcases of cows and the carcases of o sheep and lamb have been seized and destroyed as
unfit for foed. Legal proceedings have been faken in two cases, and a fine of £10 in one and
£5 in the other has been imposed

One new slaughterhouse has been licensed during the year, and the whole (20) have been
fnirly well conducted. The common lodging-house at Clough Bottom eontinues to be kept in o satis-
fuctory manner.

No new offensive trades have been estublished. Seavenging has been efficlently earvied out by
the Corporation staff: the ashes deposited at tips and the Market and Butchers' refuse burnt at the
rvefuse destructor, Plans have been adopted and borrowing powers applied for (£7,000) to erect n new
refuse destructor capable of dealing with the whole of the town's refuse, the present one being in-
pdequate. The provisions of the Dairies and Cow Sheds Act have been fairly well eliserved,

The temporary Smallpox Hospital has been kept ready for any emergency under the care
of a resident nurse, but I am plad to say no ease has securred during the year. Therough disinfection
of clothing and bedding after infectious eases is impossible, ns we have no proper stalion or
apparatus, In my report for 1596 I brought this metter before you, gentlemen, but so fur N
provision bhas been made.

I bave the bonour to remain, gentlemen,

Your obedient scrvant,

A. P. MILLAR, M.D.









