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PREFACE

Tuose who have taken the trouble to study carefully
the accounts of the decipherment of the cuneiform inscrip-
tions and of the beginnings of Assyriology, which have
appeared in recent years in articles on these subjects in
magazines and encyclopazdic works, both at home and
abroad, must often have been puzzled by the differences
and contradictions that are found in the statements made
by their various authors. Though absolute proof exists
that Major (later Sir) H. C. Rawlinson was the first to
copy, and decipher, and translate the great trilingual
inscriptions of Darius the Great on the Rock of Bihistiin,
which is all that he personally ever claimed to have done,
it is often suggested, and even definitely stated, that the
credit for performing this stupendous work should not
be assigned wholly to him. Some would even deny that
he climbed the Rock at all to copy the inscriptions in
1836 and 1837—a splendid feat of bravery and athleticism
—and would have us believe that he never left the ground,
but copied the inscriptions by means of a field-glass. And
some, while admitting that he was the first to publish
translations of the Bihistin Inscription, attempt to show
that the actual decipherment was effected by others, and
that he, with extraordinary astuteness and skill, absorbed
the results which they had obtained, and gave them, in

a modified form, to the world as his own work. Others
vil
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assert that Grotefend, the Hanoverian, was the real
decipherer, but omit to state that it was the hint which
he derived from Silvestre de Sacy’s translations of the
Sassanian Pehlevi inscriptions in Persia that enabled him
to make his lucky guesses at the names of Hystaspes, Darius
and Xerxes, which for many years he failed to transliterate
correctly.

Others say that Rawlinson owed his success to Burnouf’s
Commentary on the Yacna, a section of the Zend Avesta,
because it supplied him with the Zend and Sanskrit forms
of the Old Persian words in the Bihistin Inscription.
Menant claimed the same for de Saulcy, and other French
writers tried to make out that the writings of Mohl, Saint
Martin and Jacquet were the sources of Rawlinson’s
success. Again, others thought that Lassen, Rask and
Westergaard, who by the way were Scandinavians and not
Germans, supplied Rawlinson with his Old Persian Alphabet,
and in some quarters the Irish clergyman Edward Hincks
has been commiserated as being the chief victim of Rawlin-
son’s alleged plagiarism.

Such misstatements show that these authors have not
taken the trouble to read the early literature of the decipher-
ment of the cuneiform inscriptions, and it seems that
some of them have allowed the bias of nationality to
influence their judgment. Only on one point do they
agree, 1.e. in their desire to take from Rawlinson, in whole
or in part, the credit which that great Englishman deserves.
And not content with whittling away Rawlinson’s rightful
claim to be the first decipherer and translator of the tri-
lingual inscription of Darius on the Rock of Bihistéin,
many writers ignore the great work which he did as Director
of Excavations in Mesopotamia for the Trustees of the
British Museum between 1846 and 1855, and as Editor-
in-chief of the five volumes of the Cunmeiform Inscriptions
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of Western Asia, which were published by the Trustees
between 1856 and 1884. His work on the Semitic texts
on the tablets from Nineveh alone entitles him to be
styled “ Father of Assyriology,” and for forty years at least
he was the director of all cuneiform enterprise in England.
It may be noted too that the assistants of Rawlinson have
suffered the same fate as their master. The services of
Edwin Norris and George Smith, and other officers of the
British Museum, to whom modern Assyriologists owe most
of their knowledge of cunciform and the material on
which they work, are never adequately acknowledged by
them, and all mention of the work of these scholars 1s
generally avoided.

In short, there seems to exist a rather widespread desire,
especially on the Continent, and among the followers of
Continental scholars in England, to belittle the works
of English Assyriologists, and to obscure the fact that the
science of Assyriology was founded by Englishmen, and
developed entirely by the Trustees of the British Museum
and their staff. The English built the main edifice of
Assyriology, and other nations constructed the outlying
buildings. The Trustees took over the task of excavating
- the ruins of the great cities of Assyria from Stratford
Canning, and built the Galleries that now hold the
collections of sculptures and other antiquities which were
acquired by Layard, Loftus, Ross, Rassam, George Smith,
and later workers. They next provided tramned men to
clean and repair the tablets, bronzes, etc., and found
means to prevent the tablets from disintegrating; this
done, each tablet was placed in a wool-lined box and
labelled. By means of excavations, frequently renewed,
and by wise purchases effected in Baghdid, Basrah and
London, the great National Collection of Sumerian,
Babylonian and Assyrian tablets, etc., has been increased
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until it now contains about 120,000 objects. With the
exception of the tablets exhibited in the Galleries, all
these are arranged on shelves in numbered presses.
Having provided for the preservation of the Collection
and its expansion, the Trustees began their publications
of cuneiform texts with Layard’s Inscriptions in the Cunei-
Jorm Character, London, 1851. During the next thirty
years they published the five large folio volumes of Rawlin-
son’s Cuneiform Inscriptions of Western Asia, containing
350 plates of inscriptions which range from 3300 B.c. to
300 B.c. Next they issued Bezold’s Catalogue of Cunei-
form Tablets in the Kowyunjik Collection in five volumes
containing over 20,000 entries, and King’s Supplement
with about 2000 entries. These were followed by forty
volumes of Sumerian, Babylonian, Assyrian, Cappadocian
and Hittite cuneiform texts containing 2000 well-filled
plates of inscription. Among the British Museum publi-
cations, containing translations as well as texts, may be
mentioned the Tell el-dAmarna Tablets (1892), Annals of
the Kings of Assyria (1903), the Sculptures and Inscription
of Darius the Great (1907), and Babylonian Boundary
Stones (1912). And the Trustees have treated foreign
scholars and students with the greatest liberality. At
first students were allowed to consult and copy the texts
in Birch’s private study, and when it was found that this
became crowded, a special room was provided for their
use. Would-be Assyriologists and scholarly enquirers were,
and, subject to the necessary regulations for purposes of
custody, still are, permitted to copy and study any tablet
they ask for. My experience leads me to believe that
such liberality is unknown outside England. And until
the privilege was grossly abused, Rawlinson allowed
students to have copies of the sheets of the Cuneiform
Inscriptions to work at before they were published in his
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volumes. This was most generous on his part, for more
than one student who came to the Museum to learn to
copy texts, and in fact to acquire the rudiments of Assyri-
ology, announced openly that he had come *to correct
Rawlinson’s mistakes.”

The object of this book is to tell the general reader
how Rawlinson founded the science of Assyriology, how
it was established solely by the Trustees of the British
Museum, and to show how the study of it passed from
England into Germany and other European countries,
and finally into America, where it has taken deep root.
No work in which all the facts are correctly stated has
hitherto appeared, and it is probably due to the omission
of Rawlinson and Norris to write one that students, both
in England and on the Continent, ignore more and more
completely the fact that the world owes the science of
Assyriology to the English. I wrote this book at the
request of my former colleagues in the British Museum,
who wanted to know all I could tell them about the begin-
nings of Assyriology. I was by no means the best qualified
among them to write it, except from the point of view
of age and experience. But they knew that in 1883 I
had been appointed as an Assistant on the Assyrian side
of the Department, that I had before that year worked
in it as a student for eleven years, and that during that
period I had become acquainted with all the early English
decipherers of the cuneiform inscriptions (with the excep-
tion of the Rev. E. Hincks, who died in 1866). They
knew too that I had gained much information about
Rawlinson and his little band of workers, and their labours
and triumphs, from them personally and from their im-
mediate friends and helpers, Birch, Vaux, Bonomi, W. R.
Cooper and others. And they knew that as Assistant and
Keeper, I had for forty-one years been in direct contact with
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the students who came from the Continent and America
to study in the Department. During that period it had
been my duty to assist in the preparation of the publications
of the Department, to arrange the Collections of
Babylonian and Assyrian Antiquities, to plan editions of
texts, and to carry out the directions of the Trustees for
the working of the Department.

From what is said in the following pages it is clear
that for the last sixty-five years the Trustees of the
British Museum have been publishing original cuneiform
material in no small quantity. In order that further
original work may be satisfactorily done, reliable works of
reference are required, viz. a good English grammar of
Assyrian, a comprehensive dictionary, not overfilled with
philological quotations, and a series of general reference
books on special details, such as weights and measures,
astronomy, mathematics, geography, religious iconography,
and historical dates with references. All these are works of
compilation which the officials of the British Museum
have no time to undertake, and which ought to be done
at some University. It ought to be impossible for students
of Semitic languages to neglect any longer the assured
results of Assyriology, and only standard works of compila-
tion can place these at their disposal. Men are wanted
whe will do for Assyriology what Sir William Smith
did for classical studies.

As I have often been asked, “ What was Birch like ? ¥,
and “ What sort of a man was George Smith to look at?
I felt when I began to write about the early Assyriologists
that it would add to the reader’s interest in them if I
could give him portraits of at least some of them. I
wrote to many Assyriological friends on the subject and
they encouraged me to do this, and I gratefully acknow-
ledge the help and the information with which many
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supplied me. Birch gave me the photographs of Hincks
and himself, and Rawlinson, Vaux, Sayce and Boscawen
gave me theirs. The portraits of the great Scandinavians,
Lassen, Rask, Westergaard and Knudtzon, are reproduced
from Friis, Det Nittende Aarbundrede, Copenhagen, 1924,
and Rindom, Minder fra Studenterdagene, Copenhagen,
1924. The portraits of Schrader, Delitzsch and Bezold
I owe to the kindness of Madame Bezold, and the portrait
of Dr. C. H. W. Johns I owe to his widow. Those of
Niebuhr, Grotefend, Burnouf and Fox Talbot I was
fortunate enough to be able to buy. The Rev. Father
Thurston, S.J., kindly allowed me to have a copy made
of the excellent portrait of Father Strassmaier, S.]., now
hanging in the passage of the Jesuits’ House in Farm
Street. The portrait of George Smith is reproduced from
a spirited pencil drawing made by a friend and published
in the Christian Herald for 1875. The portrait of Oppert
is reproduced from Muss-Arnolt’s excellent list of this
scholar’s works published in Delitzsch’s Beitrdge, Bd. IL.
p. 523 ff. The portrait of L. W. King I owe to the kind-
ness of his sister, Miss F. King, and Mr. Augustus Ready,
of the British Museum, gave me the cast of the medallic
portrait of R. C. W. Ready, his father, by G. A. Carter,
from which my reproduction is taken. I have to thank
too my former colleagues Pinches, Hall, Campbell Thomp-
son, Sidney Smith and Gadd, and the representative
Assyriologists and Archzologists on the Continent and in
America, Hommel, Father Scheil, Thureau-Dangin, Boissier,
Professors Lyon, Clay and Waterman, and Dr. Gordon
of Philadelphia, for their photographs and permission to
reproduce them. The photograph of myself was added
at the request of the publishers of this book. The repro-
ductions of the monuments in the British Museum were
made by permission of the Trustees.
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Assyriologists will have heard, with great regret, of the
death of A. T. Clay, Laffan Professor of Assyrian and
Babylonian Literature in the University of Yale from 1gro0.
He died at New Haven, Connecticut, on September 14,
1925. He was born at Hanover, Philadelphia, December
4, 1866. He travelled in the East in the interests of
Oriental Studies in America, and, as will be seen from
P- 255, edited a large number of important cuneiform
texts. His death will be a great loss to Assyriological
science in America. A portrait of him will be found
facing p. 256.

E. A. Warris Bubce.

48 Broomssury Sr.,

Beprorp Souare, W.C. 1.
September 18, 1925,
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THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF
ASSYRIOLOGY

THE EARLY TRAVELLERS IN PERSIA AND BABYLONIA
AND THEIR DESCRIPTIONS OF THE ANTIQUITIES

In the following pages an attempt has been made to
give the general reader a short account of the birth and
development of Assyriology from the middle of the nine-
teenth century to about 1916, 7.¢., during a period of about
sixty years. The importance of the subject lies in the fact
that it is the history of the discovery and development
of a new branch of humane learning. The early travellers
in Persia and Babylonia between, say, 1450 and 1850
brought to the notice of the learned world in Europe
the existence of arrow-headed writing in both countries.
But whether this writing in the two countries was funda-
mentally one and the same was not known until the writing
found in each country was deciphered. In the following
sections it is proposed to summarize briefly the accounts
of the early travellers of the antiquities in Persia and
Babylonia, and to show how the decipherment of the
arrow-headed writing was effected.

I.—THE ANTIQUITIES IN PERSIA
TﬁKHT-I-]AMSﬁID (PERSEPOLIS)

1. The largest and finest group of antiquities stands
on a huge terrace, built on an irregularly-shaped platform,

which rests on the slope of the hill Kdh-i-Rahmat, at a
B
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point near the junction of the rivers Kur (Cyrus, Araxes,
Bandamir) and Polvar (Pulwar, Medos), about 40 miles
north-east of Shiriz. The platform on which the terrace
stands resembles the Babylonian temenu, but three sides
of it are supported by a strong wall, which is in some
places more than 30 feet high. These ruins are the remains
of palaces, built of hard grey marble of a fine texture;
and there is sufficient evidence to show that some of them
were never finished. Local tradition attributed the build-
ing of them to Solomon, King of Israel, or to Jamshid,
a very early Persian king, but they are often called Takht-
i-Kai Khusrau, or “ Throne of Cyrus,” and Khanah-i-
Dara, or “ Palace of Darius,” and Takht-i-Jamshid, or
“ Throne of Jamshid.” For centuries they have been
known in the neighbourhood as “ Chihil Manare,” i.c., the
“ Forty Minarets ” (or Pillars). We now know that they
were built by Darius I and Xerxes; and it seems clear
that the site on which they stand was the suburb of a great
city in which Darius I and his successors loved to dwell.
The original Persian names of both city and suburb are
unknown; but there is no doubt that the ruins known
as the “ Forty Minarets ” are the remains of the buildings
that were burnt by Alexander the Great at the place
which the Greek writers call Perseporis, and describe as
the capital of the Persian Empire (Diodorus, XVII. 70-72)
and the richest city in Persia (Strabo, XV. cap. 3, Persis).
According to Diodorus, the citadel was surrounded with
a wall in three stages, 108 cubits in height, and was provided
with brass gates and brass railings 20 cubits high. Alex-
ander took from the treasury gold and silver to the value
of 120,000 talents, or about twenty-six and a half millions
sterling. During one of the great feasts which he made
to celebrate his capture of Persepolis, a certain courtesan,
an Athenian woman called Thais, suggested that the most
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splendid act that he could perform would be to burn down
the palaces of the Persians, to avenge the insults which
they had offered to the temples of the Greeks. It is
possible that Alexander may have remembered the 8oo
Greeks whom he had met during his march to Persepolis,
and the mutilations and slavery that they had suffered at
the hands of the Persians (Diodorus, XVII. 69g), and that
he may have been willing to avenge their cause. Be this
as it may, the suggestion of Thais was applauded by his
drunken friends, and with songs accompanied by flutes
and the cries of the courtesans, he and his party took the
torches which had been lighted, and set out to burn down
the palaces. Alexander threw the first torch, Thais the
second, and each member of the rest of the party threw
his torch against the wood-work, which was of cedar, and
in a short time the building became a fiery furnace. This
statement of Diodorus is supported by the evidence
collected by F. Stolze (see his Die achaemenidischen und
sassanmidischen Denkmdler, Berlin, 1882), who found that
the palace of Xerxes at Takht-i-Jamshid showed traces of
having been destroyed by fire. Earlier investigators of
the ruins had arrived at a similar conclusion.

Diodorus mentions a rock containing tombs of the
Persian kings, and states that there is no means of access to it,
and that the bodies had therefore to be deposited in their
tombs by some specially constructed mechanical contriv-
ances. These tombs, which are now supposed to be the
sepulchres of Artaxerxes II, Artaxerxes III, Arses and
Darius III, have been mentioned by several travellers.
Don Garcia de Silva Figueroa says that they are on the
side of the hill at the foot of which the Castle is built (see
Purchas His Pilgrimes, 1625). Thévenot (Poyage, 5 vols.,
Amsterdam, 1727, Vol. IV. p. 520) speaks of two tombs.
He could not enter that on the north, because it was full






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































