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BOROUGH OF YENLOCK

Tc The Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors
of Wenlock Corporation.

Kr, Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemer,

I have the hanour to present to you the anmual Report
for the year 1963,

This follows the sme general lines as 1in previous
yveare, and containsg all the data required by the Miniatry
of Heal th,

For their wvaluable contributions towards the
preparation of the Report, my ery grateful thanks are
due to the Publiec Health Inspectors, Ir, J. L. MePall
and ¥r, J, T. Cope, who provided all the information
eontelined in Section C, The assistance given by our
clerical assistant, ¥iss Griffithse, is also gratefully
acknowledged,

I have the honour to be

Your Qbedlent Servant

Medical Officer of Healih



SECTION A,

STATISTICS AD BSOCTAL CONDITIONS,

CGENERAL STATISTICS:

Area of District in scren
Estimated FPopulation (mid-1963)
Tamber of Inhsbited Houses

I

22,657
— Lh E‘EB

Rateable Value of District (at 1.4.64,) -£388,520
Estimated Troduci of 1d4. Rate (at 1.4.64.) - £1,509

VITAL STATTITICS:

POFUL AT IOH.

The Registrer-Cencral's estimate

of the population of

the district at mid-1963 was 15,020 = an inercase cf 50 en

the corresponding estimate for 1962,

This figure is employed.

in the calculation of the Birth and Death Rates for the area,

The natural incrésese in population for the year waa
LO (i.e. the difference between the mumbeér of live births

and the mumber of deaths),

BIRTHS,

{a) Live Births.

There were 243 live birthks in the Borough during 1963 -
19 more than in the previous year., Of this total, 1€ were

{1liexitimate (7.4%).

The "Crude" Birth Rate for 1963 was 16.2 per 1,000 off
the populetion, and the Standardised Birth Rate (comparable
with the cerrespending Standardised Rate for other arﬂas}
was 16,8, This is rather below the national average feor
1963 which was 18,2 live births per 1,000 of populaticnl



Liwve Birthe, 1963,

Legitimate | Illegitimate :1v§°§fiths?
| Tatd |
|
Male 115 8 123
Female 110 10 120 :
Total 225 18 243
Rate per 1000
of population 15.0 i 1.2 : 16.2
Crude Birth Rate per 1,000 of population - 16,2
Standardi=¢4 Birth Rate per 1,000 of population - 16,8
Birth Rate for England and Wales, 1963 - 18,2

(v) Still Births,

There were 6 Still-Births notified during 1963, two less
than in the prewvious year,

The 5ti111-Birth Rate was thus 24.1 per 1,000 total births
(i.e, live birthe and still births combined). This 1s rather
higher than the national average for 1963 which was 17.3, but
showe a marked decresse on our own Still-Birth Rate for 1962

of 3L4.5.

8t111 Births, 1963.

Male - 3
Female - 3
Total - 6
Sti1l1-Birth Rate, per 1,000 total births - - 24,4

8till-Birth Rete, per 1,000 total births
(England and Wales, 1963) - 17.3
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3. DEATHS,

203 inhabitants of the Borough died during 1963, 12 more
than in 1962,

The varlous causes of death are detalled In the Anmal
Return of the Registrar-General which appears overleaf,
Conditions affecting the Heart and Circulatory System agaln
accounted for the greatest number of the desths (53.2% of
the total), and Malignant Disease was responsible fer 15,3%,
0f the 31 deaths from ¥alignant conditions, 4 were due to
cancer of the lung or bronchus (5 in 1962§.

The Standardised Death-Rate for the year was 12.3 per
1,000 of the population, which approximates very closely to
the average for the country ss a whole (12.2)

Deaths, 1963,
Male - 105
Pemale - 98
Total - 203

"Crude" Desth-Rate per 1,000 of population =s 1Buh
Standardised Death-Rate per 1,000 of population = 12.3
Death Rate for England and Wales, 1963, 12.2

CAUSES OF DEATH, 1963,

¥Male Temale Total

Tuberculosis, respiratory .. : 1 - 1
Other infective and parasitic ﬂiaeaaea = 1 1
¥alignant neoplasm, stomach 8 il 5 - 5
¥alignant neoplasm, lung or bronchus ., L - L
Malignant neoplasm, breast - 5 T
Other malignant and lynphatic neuplasma 10 T 17
Dighbetss 2 4 . - 1 1
Vascular lesions of nervous system il 21 2L L5
Corenary disease, angina i o e 17 14 28
Hypertension with heart disease ae 2 ki 7
Other heart disease s i g 11 9 20
Other circulatory disease .. . . 5 k. B
Influenza g o i e : = 1 1
Preumonia v i 23 e 4 5 1 L 5
Bronchitis o = 10 3 13
Other disease of respiratnry Eystem 1 = 1
Ulcer of stomach and ducdenum £ s L 1 5
Fephritis and nephrosis o ¥ 2 - 1 1
Congenital malformations S - 1 1 2
Qther defined and ill-defined diseases 5 20 25
Motor vehicle accidents e i ' 2 - 2
All other accidents o “ (] o 5 - ¥
E‘uicidﬂ -8 s P w 2 — 2
Homicide and DPEPatiDnE of war .. i - 1 1

w0
o

All Causes 105 203




INFANT MORTALITY.

3 infants under the age of 12 months died during 1963,
6 lees than in 1962, Of these 2 died during the first month
of 1ifs,

The Infant lortality Rate for the yesr wes therefore
12.3 per 1,000 live births, This iz well below the Infant
Mortality Rate for England and Wales for 1963 (which was
21.1 per 1,000 1live births) and is a pleasing drop from
our own Rate of 40,2 for 1962,

The Feonatal Mortality Rate mentioned in the list
below refers to those infants dying in the first month of
life, Tt aleo is well below the national average for the

year,

Deaths of Infants under 1 yeer of age, 1963,

i
Legitimate | Illegitimate | Total
lale > _ 5
Female 1 =
Total 3 A 3
Rate per 1,000 ' i
related live births 13.3 NIL 12.3

Infant Mortality Rate, per 1,000 live births e e
Infant Vortality Rate, per 1,000 liwve births

(England and Wales, 1963) - 21.1
Neonatal Mortallty Rate, per 1,000 live births - 8,2
FVeonatal Mortality Rate, per 1,000 live births

(England and Wales, 1963) - 14,2

FATERNAL MORTALITY.

No deaths associated with pregnancy or childbirth
occurred in the Borough during the year under review,
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SECTION B.

CEVERAL FROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES

HOBFITAT AVD SPECIALIST SERVICES.

The Hospital and Specimliet Services are provided and
administered by the Birmingham Regional Hospital Board and
its Hospital Management Committeas.

The District is well served, being within easy reach
of various general hospitals in the neighbourhoed.
Consultants from the larger centres hold regular out-
patient eclinics at the two small general hoepitals at
Broseley and Much YWenlock,

Tuaberculosis cases are treated in Cepthorne Hospltal,
or in Cross Houses Hosplital, and other Infectious Disease
cases reoguiring isclation and hospital care are admitted to
Copthorne Hospital or Monlmoor Children's Hospital.

The Beeches Hospital, Ironbridge, takea the elderly and
chronle sick, and alsoc has accommodation for mental defectives,

GENERAL VEDTCAL, DENTAI., PHARMACFUTICAL AND
SUPFL.EMENTARY OFPHTHALNIC SERVICES.

The Authority responsible for these services 1s the
Salop Wxecutive Counell, Shrewsbury.

LOCAT. HEATTH AUTHORITY SERVICES.

Salop County Council a8 Local Health Authcrity is
responsible for the following "Perscnal" Health Services:

Care of mothers and young children,
Domielliary Midwifery.

Health Visiting.

Home FMursing.

Vaccination and Immunisation,

Ambulance Services.

Prevention of illness, care and after—-care,
Domestic Help Services,

(a) Yaternal and Child Welfare,

There are four Child Welfare Centres in the District
where afternocn sessions are held as follows:

Victoria Institute, Broseley - 48t, 3rd & 5th Thursdays.
Severn Bank House, Tronbridge Each Friday. '

Welfare Centre, Church Street,
Yadeley - Each Wednesday.

British Legion Hall, Yuch Wenlock - 2nd and Lth Tuesdays.



(b) Welfare Foods,

The Fational Welfare Foods (Mational Dried ¥ilk,
Orange Juice, Cod Liver 0il and Vitamin Tablets) are
available at the Welfare Centres during clinic hours
and at various conveniently situated distribution-points
throughout the district.

(¢) Domiciliary Midwifery, Fealth Visiting, Home Yureing.

Datalls of these services may be obtained from the
Anmaal Report of the County Vediceal Officer of Heslth.

(d) Vaccinstion and Immunisation.

Under the County Council's scheme, vaccination against
S8mallpox, and Tmmnisation apainat "hooping-congh, Diphtheria,
Tetamisa and Poliomyelitis may be carried out by arrangemcnt
with a general practitioner or a2t any Chlld "elfare Centre
by sppointment.

Vaccination agsinst Tuberculosis is offered each year
to 211 children aged 11 - 13 years who are found by pre-
liminary testing to require this protzction. Only very few
parente refuse their conaent for this procedure, whiech is
carried out at the scheools,

(e) Ambulance Services,

There were no changes in the Ambulancs arrangements
during the yedr, The Central Ambulance Tepot for the
County i1s in Shrewsbury (Tel. Fo, Shrewsbury £331), and
all caslls for ambulances are deslt with centrally.

One ambulance ies statloned in Muach Wenlock for use on
local journeys.

(f) Domestic Help Services.

The service of a Home Help is svailable in the words
of the Act for "any person who is 111, an expectant mother,
mentally defective, aged, or a child not over compulsory
school age',

There are no Doméstic Help Officés In the Borough of
Wenlock, The nearest are at Bridenorth Welfare Centre
(omen en Yonday, “ednesday and Priday sfternocns), and at
ellington (L2 Tan Bank),
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SECTIDE O,

ENVIRONVENTAL HEALTH, HOUSING, FOOD,
FACTORIES AlD IORXBHOPS

The information containsd in this section has beén contributed
bty the Public Health Tnspectors, whose assistance in this
reapect is pgratefully acknowledged,

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH.

(a) water Supplies:

The main piped supplies in the Borough are under the
control of the Bast Shropshire Water Board Copies of the
reports on all samples are sent to the Board for information,

L& water samples were taken in 1963 and submitted for
bacteriolopical examination to the Public Health Laberatory
at Shrewsbury,  The results were ag follows:

Satisfactory Unsatisfactory
Main supplies 18 5

Frivate supplies 3 20

The reason why the mumber of unsatisfactory samples from
private supplies is high is due to the Tact that, when an
ungatisfectory result is received, further s=mples are
imnediately taken to check the contamination, and s8 & check
on the steps taken to improve the standard of purity.

The unsatisfactory samples from themmin supplies wape

only slightly below stendard and further semples tsken later
from tne sBame localities proved to be satisfactory.

{b) Sewage Disposal

Mightscil is collected weekly in the Nadeley Ward by
emptying pails into a removadl container placed on one of
the Council's vehicles. The provision of a cesspool emptier
with a pall emptying attachment would bs more hygieniz, and
would enable a service for cesspoocl emptying to be provided
for those ratepayers who are not so fortunste as to have main
drainage availeble, At present Davley U.D.0. empty cesapools
in the Borough on request, but the charge ls neceeserily high.

The Agueduct.Sewerage Scheme was completed late in 1961,
A gtary was made in connecting premises to the sewer early in
1962 end during 1963 a further 20 premises were connected, and
arrangements made in respect of other premises.

Granis were made to owners in respect of conversion
of earth closets to water closets and connection of premises
to the sewer. The sverage grent was £20 0., O. Where the
prévious sanitary accomrodetidn was shared, separate water
closets viere reguired,



.E.

(e) Refuee Cellection snad Disrosal

Refuse 18 collected by direct labour weegkly throughout
the Borough except in the outlying parts where the collection
is Tortnightly,

Three refuse tips are in use in the Borough; dlsposal
is by tipping anmd surface dressing. The methed of tipping
lesves much to be desired bat ds mainly governed by Linasnce,
The pefuse tip at Iron Bridge has 'a deep face which renders
the control af ret and fly infestation mest difficult to
keep within reasonsble limits,

(d) Rodent Control

One Rodent Operator is employed, spending two weeks of his

time with the Borough of Yenloeck end every third week with
Bridgnorth Boreugh., This arrangement Dsang that the Publiec
Health Inspectors mustdeal with infeststions needing urgent
gttentisn during this week, This srrangements is mest
unsatisfactory, since treatment of premises cennot always
be followed through.

Contracts for Rodent Control this yoar decreased by one
to thirty.

Refuse tips and sewsre works are rYegularly inspected
for the presence of rats and any infestatien promptly dealt
with., BSewern were test-bmited twice during 1962, and the small
infestations found were treated, The old culwverts draining
properties in Iron Bridge direct to the River 8 _vern are a
constant reservoir of rat infestation in this area, It is
impossible to treat these severs. adequately, and in most
instences not at all, because of the absence of manholes or
other access points.

HOUSI NG

lumber of inhabited houses at 31,12,63 - 4,858
Nunmber of Council-owned houses - 1,290
Counell houses completed in 1963 - Lo
Councll houses vrder construction at 31,12,63 -  Lbé6

Number of applications for discretionsry

improvement grants -— 26
Humber of applications for standard

improvement grants - 13



SLUK CLEARANCE.

The necessity for a systematic survey ef houses in the
whole of the Borough remains ss no such surwvey has ever been
made, When preospective purchssers sprroach the Public Hesalth
Tnspector to ascertain whether a house is in the Council's
glum clearance proposals he has to refer to an incomplete
list of suspected unfit houses =2nd then use his own judgement
as to the possibility of a house being condemned. This position
was referred to in the 1962 report and is unchanged.

The Council's slum clearance proposals were expected to
be clearly defined after = survey, which shounld have been
mede in 1955. The compensation an owner/occupier mey claim
in respect of a house purchased between 1939 and 1955 is
complusory purchase value lese site wvelue. An owner/
oceupier purchasing after this date is not entitled to this
compensation, Tt 1a thereforse rather difficult for the
Public Health Inspector to answer enquiries in the absence
of clearlydfined slum clesrance propesals knowing that his
reply may affect the purchase price of a property or even
influence = prospective purchaser not to proceed with the
purchase,

The requisite staff to make a full survey has never
bsen available until 1st Novenber, 1963 when an ungualified
asslistant was appointed. It is possible that some progress
may now ba made with thls work.

The allocation of some 543 houses which bullt up to
o peak about the middle of the yesr crezated a problem because .
of the extra work involved and the problems2 assecclated with the |
housing of so many families, It wos found that the rents
which it wes necessary to charge for the new houses precluded .
many ffmiles in Clearesnce Aress Prom accepting the accommodation
pfferead,

Housing within the Borough is the =same problem,
scaled down, of many midland industrial cities, There
are a lerge mnmber of substandard houses from 100 — 150
yeore of ape, and these have not alwaya been well-maintained,
Their replacement is one of the most urpgent reeds of the '
district, 1

The following is the progress made during the jyear
in respect of Clearance Areas;

Legges Alley (3 houses)

Clearance Order confirmed by the ¥inietry on 13,10.58

i ol Tt o i ..

These houses have not been demolished, =lthough negotia-
tions to this end were procesding.

Vadeley Ward

High Screct, Coalport (10 houses)

e

Clearance Order confirmed by the Ministry on 23.2.60,

The houses were demolished and the site cleared by
318t March, 1963,




—

Park Lane, Msdeley (9 houses)

Clearsnce Order confirmed by the Ministry on 19,7.61

One further family rehoused in Dec, 1963, three families
remasining,.

Agueduct Bank, Madeley (9 houses)

Clearance Order confirmed by the Munistry on 12.9. 51

Twoe families were pehoused in the year of report.

Bliste Hi1ll, Coelport (12 houses)

Clearance Order confirmed by the Ministry on 23,8, 61

A further four families were rephoused in 1963, 8ix
families remaining.

Lincoln Hill, Iron Bridge (9 houses)

Clearance Order confirmed by the Ministry on 10,8,861

ancther family from this area wes rehoused in 1963,
Two families remairdng.

Perk Lane, Madeley (7 houses)

Clearance Order confirmed by the !inistry on 1.3.63 and
one family from this ares was rehoused.

Hodge Bower, Iron Bridpe (3 nDUSES}

Clearence Order conflrmed by the Ministry on 2.1.1963,
following a Public EBnguiry on 23,10,62.

One family remains.

Dale Road, Coalbrookdale (16 houses)

Clearance Order confirmed by the Ministry on 19.3.63

& families have been »ehoused. ©One family remains,

Woodside, Coslbrookdasle (L houses)

Olesrence Order confirmed by Finistry on 19.3.63

One family has been rehoused. All houses now wvscant.

Lincoln Hill/Paradise (18 houses)

Clesrance Order confirmed by the Ministry on 27.3.63

6 families remain. 3 families rehoused during the year,



EES T

Wenlock Weard

Preathope, Much Wenlock (& houses)

Clearance Order confirmed by the Ministry on 21,3.61

Houses demolished early in 10963,

Barrow Ward

No action was taken regarding slum clearance under
part 3 of the Housing Act, 1957 during 1963.

Individuallinfit housew

Action taken in the Borough under this heading 1n
1963 was as follevws:

| Houses demolished S

IInfit houses closed L&

e i e e

Undeptakings from landlords |
to make fit accepted 1

L B --—-—I o el

I} = 8 Victoria Ropd, Much enlock

Follovi ng & successful appeal sgainst three demolition
orders lete in 1962 in respect of three of the houses, the
Wenlock Committee declded to extend the time limit for the
demolition of the cther two houses for a period of tvwo yeoars
to allow the owner to carry out repairs and improvements.
Improvement Grants were pgpeed to sgainst the ndvice of the
Fublie Health Inspector who contéended that the houses would
hava to be rebullt before they could be made it for human
bebitation, since the materiasls of which they were constructed
were seriously deceyed and perished and there was much
inetebility in the stmicture,

RENT ACT, 4957,

Yo. of applications for Certificates of Disrepsair =gtk
Yo, of aepplications spproved - 0
7o, of proposals to Tssue & Certificate of Disrepair - 0
¥o. of Umdertakings of Disrepair issued - 0
FNo. of Undertakings received = 0
o, of Repairs completed - 0
No. of Applicetions by Landlord for cancellation - %

Wo.of Certificates cancelled —
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3. INSPECTION AND SUFERVISION OF FOOD.
Meat Inspection:

The table below gives details of the animals
alaughtered for human consumption in the Borough during 1%63:

a5
'_L
|:|-\.
r

Cattla Sheep
exeluding CoWa Calves end
cowEes and and Lanbs
heifers heifers

No. inspected 104 11 1 517 280 i

All diseases except
Tuberculosis and
Cyaticeroals,

Whole carcases
condemned - - - - -

Some part or
orgRn con—
demned 8 25 . 1 13

Parcentage
affected 7.92% - - L S T

Tuberculosis only

Whole cearcases
condemned - - - - -

O

Bom2 crgan or part
condenned = = - - &

Percantage
£ e
f=‘ected - - - - -2

Cysticercsis - = - = =

The total quantity of mest and off2l ecpniemned at the
gleughterhouse was apvroximestely 170 1lbs,

All mest is inspected at each of the twe slaughterhouses
in the Broseley Ward., The two slaughter housss comply with the
Slaughterhouses (Hygiene) Regulations, 1958,




INSFECTION OF GTHER FOODI,

The followling foodstuffs were condemned in 1963
a8 unfit for human ccnsumption and surrendered by the shop-
keepars:
leat (mocstly canned meat) 127 lbea,
Fruit and vegetsble (canned) 33 1bs,

In addition 8B pint cana of stout were surrendered.

Food Hygiene Regulations, 1955 and 1960

Routine inspection of food premises continued to be
made during the year , and some improvement in eguipment
and methods of handling were cobtalned,

FAOTORT BS ANT WORFSHOPS

The Counecil is responsible, Ty the provisions of
Part I of the Factories Act, 1537, for ensuring the sdequasy
end suitabllity of sanitary conveniences in sll factories
in the distriet, and in the case of factories in which
mechanical power is not used, 15 alsc responsible for inapecting
the premises to ensure that working conditions are satisfactory,

A total of 42 inspections of factories were mede during
the year and slx defects were found.

Pars VIII of the Act also giwves the Council. the
regponeibility for ensurding that premises in which any persons
are employed as out-workers are not injurious or dangerous
to health,

The prescrived particulars on the Admizistration of the

Factories Act, 1937, are set out ssparately at the end cf the
report,

Destruction of Rats and M‘ce and other pests.

The Rodent Operator dealt with 282 complaints meinly
of rat infestation, a few house mouse infestations anmd in the
summer monthe a few complalnts of wesps and insects.



SECTTION D,

INFECTIOUS DISEASES,

The following notifications of cuses of Infectious
Dipease were rocsived during 1963:

Meapsles

Acute Pneumonia

Whooplng cough

Respiratory Tuberculosis
Scarlet Fever

Puerperal Pyrexia

Erysipelas

Morn-Respliratory Tuberculcsis
Keningocoeccal Infection

I gl ALmemmmmﬁ

As in 1962 (when only 34 notifications were received)
the Borough agaein réemalned remarksbly free from the nctifisble
Infectione Disepsca,

TUBERCUI.CSIS.

Three new cases of Fespirstory Tuberculosis were

notified during the year and one casse of a non-respirastory
form of the disease.

The following mambere of cases remalned on the
Tuberculosis Register at 31st December, 1963,

Respirstory NMon=-Regpiratory
Taberculosis Tuberculoels.
Male 69 1L
Female Lo 19

Total 118 2






FRESCRIBED PARTICULARS COF THR ADMINTSTRATION

1937.

OF THE TFACTTRIES ACT,

PART I OF THE ACT.

1 INSPECTIONS for purposses of provisieons as to health
(including inspections made by Public Health Inspectors).

Yumber i Hug?ﬁr Qecupiers
Fremlses on tigis Mo diich o Frose-
| Reglister Notdcag cuted.
(1) (2) (3) (L) (5)
(a) Pactories in which
Sees, 1-4 and 6
are to be enforced 7 2 = =
by Local Authorities
(b) Pactories not
ineluded in (a) in
which Sec,.7 18 54 24 e -
i enforced by the
Local Authority
{c) Other Premises in
which 8ee,7 1is
enforced by the 14 3 1 o
Local Authority
(excluding out-
workers premises)
1
Total 75 26 3 =




2. Cases in which DEFECTS were found,

i Funmber of cases in which ¥amber of
; defects were found cagses in
r which pro-
Santl en T ans iEbu]:‘:d. Remedied I Eeferred secutions
' i i . — were
| 5 | TorH:M, | By F,¥.| instituted
i ; ‘Inspecior | Inspector|
-, (1) (2y e ; (5) (6)
VYant of cleanliness . i |
(5.1) - S - | = =
Overcrowdine (8.2) - shem | - 1 i -
Unreasonable tem— , i | £ A
perature (8.3) I = = ' = I
Inadequate ven- B =i £ = ”
tilatien  (8.4) | | ;
Ineffective drainage = - j = = =
to floors {5.55 | |
Sanil tary conveniences . = i = - =
(s.7) 1
(a) Insuffiecient - - - -
(t) Unsuitable or s 1| B 5 i
defective — |
(c) Yot separate ! - L ; 5
for sexes I = !
Other offences i i ;
against the Act i |
(not including f }
offences relating - - | - - -
to ocut-work). | i
| ]
| i p
1 i
FART VITT OF THE ACT — OUTWORE
(Sections 110 & 141)
; ; : : -
i i No, of | No. of ¥o. of | No. of | FWotl- | Frose=
l | out- | ceses of | prose— | instarces | ces | cutions
| , workers | default | culims of work | served |
i Fature in ! in i for in | |
| of work | Auguet | sending | feilure unwhole— |
i 118t i list to | to some
5 | required I the I supply premisss i
| by Sec, | Council | lists 5
| 110(1) | | ;
| (e) | .
i
| ;

Stuffed Toys ! -










