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BOROUGH OF WENLOCK

To The Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors
of Wenlock Corporation.

¥r, Mayor, Ladies and Centlemen,

I have the honour to present to you the Annual Report
for the year 1961,

This follows the same general lines as in previous
years, and contains all the data required by the Ministry
of Health.

For their valusgble contributions towards the
preparation of the Rerort, my very grateful thanks apre
due t9 the Public Health Inspectors, e, J. L. McFall
and Ifr. J. T. Cope, who provided al1 the information
contained in Section C. The assistance given by our
glerical assistant, ¥iss Criffiths, is alsc gratefully
acknowledged,

I have the honour to be,
Your Cbedient Servant,
Vlargaret H, F., Turnbull,

I'edieal Cfficer
of" Health,
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SECTION A.

STATTISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS.

GENERAL STATISTICS:

Areg of District in acres - 22,657
Estimated Population (mid-1961) — 114,950
Number of Inhsbited Houses - b, 736

Bateable Valus of Distriet o128 950
= *

(at 1.4.62,)
Estimated Product of 14, Rate & L9

VITAI. STATISTICS:

POPULATION.

The Registrar-Ceneral's estimate of the population of
the district at mid-1961 was 14,950 - a decreace of 110 on
the corresponding eatimate for 1960, This figure is employed
in the ecaleulation of the Birth snd Death Rates for the area,

The natural increase in population for the year was 6
(i.e. the difference between the number of live births and
the number of deaths).

BIRTHS,
(a) Live Births,

There were 217 live births in the Borough during 1961 -
14y less than in the previcus year. Of this totsl, 7 were
1llegitimate (3.23).

The "Crude" Birth Rate for 1961 was 1L,5 per 1,000 of
the population, and the Standardiscd Birth Rate (comparable
with the corresponding Standardised Rate for other areaa]
was 14,6, This is somewvhat lower than the average Rirth Rate
for the whole country for 1961 which was 17.4 per 1,000 of
the populaticon.

Live Birtha, 19641,

T 7 o | _|

. I Total
Legitimate Illegitimate e T e

Kale 119 6 125

Sl 210 | T 217

e 1
Rate per 1000 ! |

of population 4.0 ! 0.5 | 14,5
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Crude Birth Rate per 1,000 of population - 14,5
Standardised Birth Rate per 4,000 of population - 14,6
Birth Rate for England and Wales, 1961 - TiptL

(b) 8till Births.

There were 6 8ti11-Births notified during 1961, two more
than in 1960.

The 8till Birth Rate was thus 26.9 per 1,000 totzl births
(1.e. 1live births and still births combined). This represents
an increase on our Still Birth Rate for 1960 which was 17.0
per 1,000 total births, and is also sbove the national average
for 1261 of 18.7.

8ti11 Births, 1961,

I'ale - L
Fomale - =
Total - (3]

8till-Birth Rste, per 1,000 total births = 26,9
8till-Birth Rate, per 1,000 total births
(England and Wales, 1961). e 1T

DEATHE.

211 inhabitants of the Borough died during 1961, 16 more
than in 19€9,

The various causés of death are detailed in the Anmual
Return of the Reglstrar-Ceneral vwhich appeasrs overleaf,
Conditions affeccting the Heart and Circulatory System agaln
accounted for the greatest number of the desths (43,87 of the
total) and }Mallignuant Disease was responsible for 14,27, or
the 30 deaths from ! alignant conditions, 10 were due te cancer
of the lung or bronchus,

The Standardised Death-Rate for the year was 12,5 per

1,000 of the population, which approximates very closely to
the average for the country as a whole (12,0),

Deaths, 1961,

i'ale - 106

Female -~ 105

Total - 211
Crude Death-Rate per 1,000 of population - 1,1
Stardardised Death-Rate per 1,000 of population - 12.5

Death Rate for England and Wales, 1961 - 12,0
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CAUSES OF DEATH, 1961.

Female Total

=1

L
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Tuberculosis, respiratory e i 4 2
Tuberculosis, other forms s i e =
Byphilitic dicease it - o = =
Dlph'ﬁl‘_"‘ i e . - - u - .- =
Whooping-cough s Ao e e oo =
EEninL;;uﬂrql infeactlion .. i . . =
Acute Yoliowyelitis e e . i =
l'easlesn o S . =
Other funfect :ive and parasit Lc diseases -
Yalignant neoplasm, sHomach e i A 2
lalignant neoplasn, lung or bronchus o o
Vialignant neoplasm, breast Fi ‘e s =
'alignant neoplaasm, uierus G £ =
Other malignant and lymphatic neuplaama 8
Leukasmia, aleulkaemls F il e e =
Diabetes e s " —
Vascular lesions ar PE“?Dus syﬁtem iw 2D
Coronary dissasse, angina e i o iy 117
Hypertension with heart disease S 5 1
Other heart disease s e e AT
Other circulatory disease i) oy e [
Influenza i s o i . o 2
Preumonia e an . i il A 1
Bronchitls o A - . v 12
Other diseases of rﬂspiratnr; svstem L 2
Ulcer of stomach and ducdernum . Por 1
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea S =
Hephritis and nephrosis fin is e =
Hyperplasis of proastrate ‘s . . =
Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion e i =
Congenltal malforaatlons e - P 1
Other defined and ill-defined discases 10
lotor—vehicle accidents o is e 1
All other accidents &3 o o i 1
Suicide e A s e i
Homiclde and opera t‘ G"‘Js Df wan Sl ey =

All Causes 106

105

211




T ——

L.

5e

- —

INFANT MORTALITY,

5 infants under the age of twelve months died during
1961 = 1 less than in 1960, Of these, 2 succumbed during
the first month of life, both during their first week,

The Infant i‘ortality Rate for the yezpr vwas therefore
23,0 per 1,000 live births (26,0 in 1960), This is
glightly asbove the average figure for England and Yales
which was 21.L,

The Neonatal Vortality Rate mentioned in the table
below refers to thoseinfante dying in the Tirst meonth of
Jlife, It showe s pleasing drop compared with the corres-
ponding figure for 1960 which was 21.6, and is well below
the national average for 1961 of 15.5.

Deaths of Infants under 1 year of nre, 1964,

iI@gitimat& ' Illegitimate Total
_-..l,..._. i
I'ale 1 = ’
Female L fiy n
Total 5 - 5
Rate per 1,000 ' _
related Jie binthg 238 - | 23.0

Infant tortality Rate, per 1,000 live births - 23.0
Infant ¥ortaliiy Rate, per 1,000 live hirths

(England and Wales, 1961) - 21,4
Neonatal l'ortality Rate, per 1,000 live births - 9,2
Neonstal l'ortality Rate, per 1,000 live births

(England and Vales, 1961) - 15,5

VATERNAL PORTALITY,

o deaths =associated with pregnancy or childbirth
pocelurred in the Borough during the yesr under review.
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SECTION B

GENERAL _PROVISION OF HEALTE SERVICES
IN_THE AREA,

HOSPITAL AND SPECIALIST SERVICES,

The Hospital and Speclalist Services are provided and
adminiatered by the Birmingham Regional Hospltal Board and
ite Hospital Fanagement Committees,

The Distriet is well served, being within easy reach
of various general hospitals in the neighbourhood.
Cconsultants from the larger centres hold regular out-
patient ecliniecs at the two amall general hospltals at
Eroseley and Fuch Wenlock,

Since the closure of Shirleit Sanatorium in March, 1961,
Tuberculosis ecases have been trested in Copthorne Hespital,

Other infectious disea:e casecs requiring isolation
and hospital care are admitted to Copthorne Hospital or
Vonkmoor Children's Mospital.

The Beeches Hoepital, Ironbridge, takes the elderly
and chronie sick, and also has accommodation for mental
defectives,

SENERAL. MEDICAL, DERTAL, PHARMACEUTICAL, AND
SUPFLEI'ENTARY OPHTIALNIC SERVICES,

The Authority responsible for these seprvices is the
Salop Executive Council, Shrewsbury,

LOCAL KEALTH AUTHORITY SERVICES.

8alop County Council as Local Health Authority is
reaponsible for the following "Personal' Health Services:

Care of mothers and young children,
Domiciliary ¥idwifery,

Heanlth Visiting,

Vacelination and Immunisation,

Ambulance Serviececs,

Preventicn of illrness, care and after—care,
Domestic Hemlp Servicesn,

(a) Muternal and child Welfare,

There are four Child Yelfare Centres in the District
where afterncon sesslions are held ss Tollows:

Victoria Institute, Broseley -~ 1st, 3rd & 5th Thursdays,
Severn Bank House, Ironbridge - Each Friday,
Welfare Centre, Church Street,
Vadeley = Each Wednesday.
British Legion Hall, Much Wenlock-= 2nd & Lth Tuesdays,
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(b) Welfare Foods,

The Fationel 7elfare Foods (Mational Dried Iilk,
Orange Juice, Cod Liver 0il and Vitamin Tablets) are
avallable at the Yelfare Centres during cliniec hours,
and gt wvarious conveniently situsted distribution-
points throughout the district,

(e) Domieiliary Widwifery, Health Visiting, Home Hursing,

Detalls of these services may be obtained from the
Antmsl Report of the County Vedical O0fficer of Heslth,

{d) Vacecination and Immunisation,

Under the County Council's scheme, vacecination against
Bmallpox and Immunisation against %Whooping-cough, Diphtheris,
Taetarmis and Poliomyslitls may be carried out by arrangement
with a general practitioner or at any Child Telfare Centre
by sppeintment,

Vaccinatlion ageinst Poliomyelitls.

At the commencement of 1961, =1l those up to the age
of 40 yeare were elipible for vaccination arainst Poliomyelitis
by three injections of Balk vacecine. Repular day vaccination
gegslons for infants and toddlers, and evening sessions for
adults continued %o be held at clinics for this purpose.
Vaceination was alsec undertolen by family doctors,

In April, the V"inistry of Health recomended that a
Lth, reinforcing, injection should be made available to
children between the ages of 5 and 12 years, if possible
before the sumner season, Arrangements were sccordingly
made for school Fedieal Officers in the County to visit
all their schools for this purpose during the summer term.

In Betober, the MHinistry adopted the recommendations
of the Cohen Committee, snd announced that the oral (Sabin)
vaccine would shortly be made avallable to Local Heslth
Authoriticsa for the routine Vaccination of theose up to the
age of LO years.

Vaccination agalnst Tuberculosis.

Vaccinatlon against Tuberculosis 15 effered each year
to gl]1 ehildren aged 11 - 13 years who sre found by pre-
liminary testing to require this protection, Only very
few parents refuse their consent Tor thia procedure, which
is carried out at the schools,
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SECTION G,

ENVIRONI'ENTAL HEATTH, HOUSING, FOOD.

The information contained in this section has been
contributed by the Fublic Heelth Inspectors, whose
assistance in this respect ls gratefully ackhnowledpged,

ENVIROM ENTAL HEALUE.
{a) Water Supplies:

The main piped suprlies in the Borough are under the
control of the East Shropshire Water Board, Copies of the
reports on all sannles taken are sent to the Board for
information,

84 water semples were taken in 1961 and submitted for
bacteriocloglical examination to the Public Health Isboratory
at Shrewsbury. The resulis were asg follows:

Satisfactory, Unasatiafactory,

Main Supplice 20 10
Private Supplies & L8

The reason why the number of unsatisfactory samples is
high is due to the faect that when an unsatisfactory result
ls received, further samples are immediately taken to check
the contamination, and as a check on the steps taken to
improve the standard ef purdty.

PRIVATE SUPFLIES.

Calleughton Villege,

Farther improvensnts were carried out to this supply
during the year and a standpipe supplied by a storape
reservoir, was provided, The last samples taken from this
supply were highly satisfactory,

Willey Estate,

The efforts made by ths Estate Apgents to improve the
standard of purliy of this supply resulted in satisfactory
samples finally being obtained, With this kind of source,
a shallow spring, surface contamination is always a
possibility to be watehed for,

Farley, Vuch "ienlock,.

Following renewed complaints from residents in this area
and further samples showing badly pelluted private wells,
every effort was made to persuade the East Shropshire ater
Board to extend the recent extension to the mains, to supply
the remaining properties in the area, A puerantee under
section 36 of the Water Act, 1945, was given to the Water
Board by the Wenloek Committee in June and at the end of the
year it was understood that the work on the extension would
be started at an early date,
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(b) Sewage Disposal,

Night soill is cellected weekly in the Vadeley Ward by
emptying palls into = removable contalner placed on one of
the Gouncil's vehicles, The provision of a cesspool emptier
with a pall emptying attachment would be more hygienic, and
ywould enshble s service for cesspool empitying to be provided
for those ratepayers who are not so fortunate as to have maln
dralnage available, At present Dawley U,.D,.C. enpty cesspools
in the Borough on reouest, but the charge is necessarily high.

The Agueduct Scwerapge Scheme was completed at the end
of the year, Circular letters had previously been sent to
the ovmers inviting them to submlit estimates for connecting
thelir premisees Lo the sewer and converting earth closets to
water closets in respect of which grants would be made of
half the approved cost,

A survey in 1958 had shown that the proposed scheme
would serve 159 existing propertiss apart from the proposed
and expected development in the avea, There are 91 earth
clogetes and Z2 cesspools which can now bhe elimlinated.

(c) Refuse Collcetion and Disposal,

Refuse is collected by direct lasbour weekly throughout
the Borough cxcedt in the outlying parts where the collection
is fortnightly,

Three refuse tivs are 1n use in the Borough; disposal
is by tipping and surface dressing,

{(d) Rodent Control,

One Rodent Operator is employed, spending two weeks of
his time with the Borough of enlock and every third week
with Bridgnorth Borough, This arrangement means that the
FPublic Health Inspcctors must deal with infestations needing
urgent attention during this week,

Contracts for Todent Control this yeer decreased by
one to thirty-two in respect of forty-one premises.

Refuse tips and sewage works are regularly inspected for
the presence of rats and any infestation promptly dealt with,
Sewers were test baited twice during 1961, in FPebrusry and
August, and the small infestations found were ireated,

HOUSING

Number of inhsbited houses at 31,12.61. ~ 4,736
Number of Council-owned houses - 1,233
Council houses completed in 1961 - 12
Council houseg under construction at 34.12.61, T2
Number of applications Tor Improvement Gpants in1961 - La
Number of applications approved for Grants -
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SLI° CLEARANCE.

The necessity for m systematic survey of houses in the
whole of the Borough remains, as the list of properties drawn
up In 1955 ae a schednle of the properties to be dealt with
for Blum Clearance is incomplete,

Bince October, 1957, four Clearance Areas have been made
which included 109 houses, some of which are not mentioned on
this 1ist. The property dealt with by Clearance Orders was
obviously unflit and in every czae the Order was confirmed by
the Finistry,

Eore property will be recommended to be dealt with as
Clearance Areas during 1962, and where possible, in the case
of individual unfit houses, the ovmers will be encouraged to
improve and repair the property, A more positive approsach
to Improve houses with Improvement Grantas could bhe made if
this matter was deglt with by the Publie Health Department,

Having deglt with the Clearance of zome of the obviously
unfit blocks of property, o systematic survey of houses in
the Borough will be made as time allows and the results of
the survey placed before the appropriate Cormittee with
recommeéndations for future =action, It is proposed to report
firset on areas of property where it is considered there is a
preponderance of unfit property. A stert has been made with
a survey of property in the Jackfield area and the ares
between Waterleo Street and Fadeley Rozsd, It ia hoped that
reports on these sreas will be resdy durding 1962 for son—
sideration by the responsible Committees,

The tranafer te the Publiec Health Department of the
regponsiblility for dealing with tenancies of Council Houses
has gesisted to some extent in the rchousing of families
from unflt houses, The main problems connected with re-
houvsing arise from the relatively high rents which must be
charged for Council Fouses, In genuine cases of hardship
every endeavour is made to find the family accommodatlon
guited to thelr income,

Some progress was made during the year in respoct of
the following Clesranceé Arens:

Broseley Ward.

%hurgh Strcet (4 houses). Clearance Crder confirmed
xr the IFinistry on 19,12,58,
The houses were demolished at the beginning of 1961,

Birch Row houses). Clearance Order co>nfirmed
by the hiniﬂ%ry'on 1%.1&.55-

The laat original family in this Clearance Area was re-
housed in August of this year, leaving a family of
sguatters still in occupation of one of the housés and
preventing demolition of the buildings.
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Hockley Bank (12 Houses). The Compulsory Purchase
Order which was submitted to the Finistry on 21.1.59.
was coniirmed without modification on 6,1.60,

The twelve houses comprising this Clearance Area were
demolished in “pril, 1961,

Legpes Alley (3 Houses). COlearance Order confirmed
by the Ministry on 13,10.58.
Two houses are vecant and one family remains.

iadeley Ward,

dWellington Road, Coalbrookdale (10 houses) ., Clearance
Order was confirmed by the Hinistry on b.5.5%.

The remaining families were rehoused, and the property
demolished in October, 1961.

High Street. Coalport (10 houses), Confirmation of
tng Glearance Order was received from the Hinlstry on
23.2,60, One house is unoccupled., The other nine
families ar® to be rehoused in houses nearing completion
at Coslport.

High Street, Cozlport (No,2 Ares) %z houges). Clearance
Order was made in respect of these two houses cn 30.5.60,

and was confimed by the Ministry withoul modiflcation on
8,12,60, The two families are to be rehoused in houses
which are nearing completion at Coalport.

The Lloyds, Coalport (L houses), A Clearance Order
"D

was made by the Council on .60, and was confirmed
bty the Vinlstry withonut modification on 22.12.60. One
house is unocccupied, the remaining three famillies to be
displaced are to be rehoused in houses at Coalport,

Park Lans, Fadeley (9 houses). A Clearance QOrder
was submitted to the MVinlstry in March, 1961, and con—
firmed withouvt modification on 19.7.64.

Agqueduct Bank, ladeley 6] houses)., A Clearance Order
was subhitted to the iiniswry in i'arch, 1961, and con
Timed without modification on 12,9,61,

A private hearing was held to hear objections to the
Order by one of the tenanis.

Blests ¥ill, Ccoalport (12 houses), A Clearance Order
was submitted to the Ninistry in Parch, 1961, and con=-
firmed withovt modification on 23, 8,61,

A private hesring was held to hear objections tec the
Order by two of the tenants on 21.6,.61,

Lincoln Hill, Ironbridge (9 houses), A Clearance Order
was submitted to the Finistry in rarch, 1961, and con-
firmed without modifieation on 10th August, 1961,



Vienlock Ward,

Presthope (Mueh Wenlock) (6 houses)., A Clearance
Order in respect of this properiy was made by the
Council on 27.1.60. ard confirmed by the Finistry on
24.3.61. Two houses are uncccupied arnd the réemaining
three families are to be rehoused at Vuch “enlock.,

The fourth family the Cormmittse =sre not obliped to
rehocuse as the hovase 1s not their permanent house and
is only used for holidays and week-ends,

Barrow Ward.

Ho action was telken regarding Slum Clearance under
Part III of the Housing Act, 1957, during 1964.

Individuai Unfit Houses,

Action fteken in respecs of Individual Unfit Houses in
the Borough during 1961 was as follows:

Houeses demolished - 3
Unfit Houses Clocsed - 24
Undertakings from landlords

to make fit accepted - 7
RENT ACT, 1957:
Fo, of applications for Ceriificates of Disrepair -
Fo, of applications spproved -

No. of proposals to Issue a Certificagbe of Disrepair -
Ho, of Undertakines received -
No, of Certificates of Disrepair issved -
¥o, of Repairs completed -
Wo, of Applications by Landlord for cancellation -
Ho, of Certificates cancelled -

OO O == == PN P M

25 Applications for Certificates of Disrepair were
recelwed between July, 1957, when the Rent Act came into
force, and December, 1958, The nuiber was much reduced for
the following years and in 1560 and 1961 only two aprlications
were received each year,

The purpose of the Act was to encourage owners to carry
out repairs to tenanted property, but in this respect 1t has
Talled. There are iew tennnts who are now aware of their
righte under the provisions of this Act,
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VMOVEAELE DYELLINGS.

Or 313t Decegber, 196%. there were seventy-nine caravans
in the Borough on fersy—fiws siien hacn was licensed undsp
the provisions of the Public Heslth Act and the Caravan Sites
and Control of Development Act, 1960. There was one site
licensed Tor twelve movesble dwellings in the Brozeley Ward,

Planning approval was refused in regpect of 'a site for
glxty—two caravens st Coalport Road, Broseley.

INSFEGTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

Meat Inspection:

The table below glves detalls of the snimals slaughtered
for human consumption in the Borough during 1960:

ThEnT % T CRAl TS CREALe
! ﬂxt:.:lurgling Cows Sh=ep
i g and Calves and | Plgs
| hei fers, heifers Lamba
o, Inspecte |
| %o. I ted | 85 13 0 W2 | 474
All disemses except |
Tuberculosis and
Cysticercosis,
Whole carcascs
[ condemned = - - - -
Somez pasrt or crgan
condemned i - - = 1
Percentage affected ety - - - | 0.6
Tuberculosic only,
| Whole carcases
| condemned - - - - -
i
Bome part or organ
condemned - = 2 - 9
cnteps affected | - ! - - - l 0.6
Cysticercosis Mo carcases were found to be affected,

The total guantity of meat and offal condemmed at the
slaughterhouses was approximately sixty-four lbs.

A1l meat is inspected at 2ach of the three slaughter—
houses in the district,
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INSPEGTION OF OTHER FOODS.

It 1e an cifence wndsr the ¥Food and Drugs Act, 1955, for
a retgiler to have on his preniiscs food which is unfit for
human consumption, It iz the usual proctice for retailers
to report the existence of doubiful foed to the Inspector
who, il he condemne this, issues a Surrcnder Certificate
enabling the retailer to claim compensation for his loas,

The following foodstuffs were condemned during 1961:
18 1bs, tinncd meat products — decomposition or blown

tins,
13 pze. coffee (3 tina) - affected by damp.
Food Hyvgiene Regulations, 1955 and 1960,
Bavtlpe inspections of food premises continued to be made

during =ie j2ar and contrarentions pointed out to the occuplier
of the premises, In every instance the ocecupler has gttended
to the matter reguiring attention without any formal notice
being necessary,

FACTORIES AYD WORKSTIOPS.

The Council is responsible, by the provisions of Part I
of the Pactories Act, 1937, for ensuring the adequacy and
gultability of sanitary convenienceas in all factoriss in the
district, ard in the case of factories in which mechanical
power is not used, 1s also responsible for inspecting the
premises to ensure that working conditions are satisfactory,

A total of 27 inspections of factories were made during
the r=2ar, wa=n two defects were found,

Part VIII of the Act also gives the Council the
respongibllity for ensuring that premises in which any
persons are employed as out-workers are not injurlious or
danpercas to health,

The prescribed particulars on the Administration of
the Yactories Act, 1937, arée set out separately at the end
of the report,
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cages in which DEFECTS were found,

i HNumber of cases 1in which
gefects were found

B e ——— T £ B ) A

Number
of cases
in which

i Promd | Reradicd | Refernred s —-
Pﬂrti(::.-.-.:."."" ' B e tiaty ‘biﬂnﬂ
i | [ e By H.M. HOTE
! Imapester Ingector a
| i inﬂ%
(1) otk L (5) &)
Want of eiganii-
ness (8.1) - 1 - 1 =
Overcrowding 7 3.2) = ™ = = =
Drireasoiahis ¢ '
perature (8.37 = = - - —
Inadequa.s v
tilation (S.4) - - - - -
Insffoctiva c'i!'?."'.n::_a{».'f‘
to flacie E b e | = =
T ; , s | : }
i Eal’li H'.I-1 LY L 3 -- i | I. '
L%y | ! i !
T wmne # '-'l y 1 T 1a E = — r—
(a) Inmufficiont ! | t I
(b) Un=:itabls I
dafseniva 2 t 1 - - =
|
(¢) Fet gzpar t
| fn."“ L b - I - I —_— _—
other TR : I |
EEEH'.I'.J' D A =k RE |
(not ineciuvding |
offences reiastin: ‘
to out—scri;. L= = = = -
il e e e |
e ; I
ToTa g 2 - 1 -
S —————————— : L
ZART VIII OF TEE ACT = CUTWORK

{Sections 110 & 141)

e
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of work

Cut—
worlers |
&

L l
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of de-—
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in
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