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ANNUAL REPORT
of the
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
FOR 1956.

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the Borough of Morpeth.

Mr. Mayor. Aldermen and Councillors,

I have the honour to present to you my report for the year 1956.

The vital statistics are rather less satisfactory than those for 1955, The standard birth rate 1s
practically unchanged and is still higher than the corresponding figure for the whole of England
and Wales. The still-birth rate is slightly higher but is less than that for England and Wales.

The crude death rate, at 21.11 per 1,000 is higher than in 1955 but owing to alteration in the
comparability factor, the standard death rate is 13.3 per 1,000 compared with 16.61 in 1955. The
Rate is. however, still higher than the corresponding national figure which, in 1956, was 11.7 per
1,000. The chief increases occurred in deaths from malignant neoplasms which numbered 33 as
against 18, and deaths from diseases of the heart and circulation. which numbered 112 as against
92.

The number of infant deaths increased from 4 to 7 and the death rate from 19.51 to 34.48
per 1,000 live births, but it may be noted that 6 of the deaths occurred within the first two weeks
of life and that the neonatal mortality thus accounted for more than 85% of the total.

The infantile mortality figure for England and Wales was 23.8 deaths per 1.000 live births.

There was a reduction in the number of ncw cases of. and deaths from, respiratory tubercul-
o0sis, 12 new cases and 2 deaths, compared with 17 new cases and 7 deaths in 1955.

It is satisfactory to be able to report substantial progress with the slum clearance programme
which now promises to be completed in a much shorter period than was originally anticipated.

It 1s unsatisfactory to have to report that little progress appears to have been made towards
the provision of the sewage works extensions so urgently required.

I should like to express here, my appreciation of the work of the Public Health Inspectors and
the assistance readily given at all times by the officials of all departments of the Council.

In conclusion, I wish to thank the members of the Council for the consideration they have
shown me.

I am,
Mr. Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors,
Your obedient Servant.

C. B. McGREGOR,
M.B.. D.P.H.

Medical Officer of Health.
Borough of Morpeth.
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SECTION A
STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA.,

The area of the Borough remained unchanged in 1956 but the Registrar-General's estimate of
the resident population was 10,800, which is an increase of 110 on the figure for the previous year.

Morpeth Borough is completely surrounded by the Morpeth Rural District for which 1t serves
as a shopping centre and also as a centre of public administration. It contains the headquarters of
the County Police Force and an old people’s home and children’s homes administered by the Coun-
ty Council.

Wednesday is Market Day and although the market 15 much less important than formerly
the town 15 always thronged with people on these days. Many visitors come to Morpeth during the
summer to admire the beauty of its park and to enjoy sport and relaxation on the tennis courts,
bowling greens and the wide grassy slopes beside the river Wansbeck which flows through the town.

Many more pass through the town and at week-ends in the summer months the traffic problem
is a serious one, for Morpeth acts as a kind of “bottle-neck™ for motorists travelling up and down
the Great North Road. Traflic jams are frequent and the main streets which are not adapted for
maodern traffic are often blocked with long streams of cars crawling along almost bumper to bump-
er. Transporters and lorries carrying loads of enormous weight and size are. also, frequently seen
coming through the narrow streets and over the narrow old bridge and the vibration caused may
well threaten the stability of the buildings near-by.

There is a growing and urgent need for an alternative route for long-distance traffic.

At one tme most of the residential area lay to the North of the river but now the bulk of the
population lives to the South, where large council housing estates have been developed and con-
siderable private development has also taken pluce. Further development to the south is now
being discouraged by the County Planning Authority and, unfortunately building to the north has
been Iump;,r::d by lack of an adequate water supply. It is to be hoped that this may be remedied
in the future and that a better balance may then be obtained with the main shopping centre once
more in the centre.

BATER ARIUPREDER: | b b i e O Ry e L e D s R e P X213
Registrar-General’s estimate of Resident |‘.|u|'-ul..|||4.1n L A e 10,800
Kateable Value e e e e i e T i £118.329
e Pennv Bale ProdlBES: s e sl s srmn sy Ere S s b e e ek e e s e i E LA £498-11-2
Mumber of inhabited houses (end of 19560 ... . EEUERL e e e 3.252
VITAL STATISTICS
BIRTHS
Live Births: Towal Male Female
Legitimate e L S U O RO 190 9 98
Iegitimate i T R AR L R 13 8 5
203 T 103
Birth Rate per 1.000 of the estimated resident population c......oocceiiieiiininieeinen. 18.80
Standard Birth Rate (Comparability Factor 0.96) ........... B DM o DY TR Lo 18.04
Still Births: Tul:al Male Female
Legitimate e et AT P i 3 2 |
Sl Birth Rate:
Rate per 1000 tofal (Live and Stll) Births ........ccocvmmeirimmmirmnnnees s, 14.56
Rate per 1.000 total population ... ... o e O R e 028
I.'IEA.THS
Total Male Female
. 128 106
Death Rate per 1,000 of the population . F e L 21.11
Standard Death Rate (Comparahility Factor (R e i e e 13,30
Death from Puerperal Causes (heading 30 of the Ri.l.._l'ﬂirl] General's Short  List)
Pregnancy, Chaldbirth, Aboriion =5 e T T Ml
Rate per 1.000 woal (Live and Sull) Births ... A A s e Mil
Dieath Rate of Infants under 1 year:
All Infanis per 1.0 live barths o : : Sy o iy 14 48
Legitimate infants per 1,000 leg llm.lh. Ilu. births : : e A6.84
Iegitimate Infants per 1000 illegitimate live births ... ... ... Mil
Deaths from Measles fall ages) | : A i il
Deaths from Whooping Cough {all ages) i ey ; ] il

Deaths from Diarchosa (under 2 years) ..o, i Ml



INFANTILE MORTALITY, 1956

Under 1-6 1 : 3 Total 1 =3 4=6 F-9 +0-12 Total

Cause of Death 1 day Invs week  woeeks webks wnler  mths mths mihs  mths under

1 month 1 year
BBrth liogury 4 — = == 2 = = = = 2

Haemolyvtic Disease

ol Mewhorn 1 — B — — | s e = 1
Congemial Abnormality 2 — s — & — — — 2
Bronchio Pnesmonia - — — —- — i _— — 1
'rematurity ... — i — - | = hom e = 1
Total i 2 1 — — fi 1 — — - 7

The following table shows the comparative mortality rates during the past ten years:
1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 (954 1955 1‘55(
Infantile Deaths under | vear it 6 9 10 7 5 7 ] # 4
Iafantile Mortality per 1,000 live hll[h“'i e, X700 4360 3435 3448 23181 3349 1579 38.10 19.51 ]443
The Registrar-General supplies the following:
CAUSES OF DEATH, 1956,

Male Female
. Tuberculosis. Hespiratory L A e e e e e R 1 -
2. Tuberculosis {(olher FOPMIE] oiiieirrerernnssnassnmnsnssrasssssnnnsssmnssmnns | —
3. Svphilitic Disease e e A e s ) -—
A TP R R R R I R T S e e — —_—
3. Whooping Cough ok e i e e s e L — —
. Meningococcal Il‘lfﬂL‘IJI:lI'IH e e et P e L S e e - —_
e Pl oM YEI . i i e e T S R e AR - —_—
R | [ e S e e R e R e S S A S e — —_
9. Other infective and parasific diseases ......cooccemiees —— —_
10. Malignani MNeoplasm. stomach st ek S 3 i
11. Malignant Neoplasm, lung. bronchus 4 -
12, Malignant Neoplasm. Breast: .o i i s di i e b in g - 2
13. Malignanl MNeoplasm, WIEIIS ......ocoeoiicieia i iraneeieans s cemarnenaas e 4
14. Other Malignanl and Lymphalic Neoplasms ..........coceviimvinieminnnn, 12 7
15. Leukaemia, Alenkaemill .........o.vcvrerireranrrnsnsssnsssnsnsssnsnsrnnsnarns - -
16. Diabetes e el e R e —
17. Vascuiar Lesions of Nil"r"-.l-b ":'-hh:rn .......................................... 14 16
18. Coronary Diseaze, Angina ... S e e e S B T N D 25 14
19. Hyperlension wilh Hearl Distfse . ..oivovesssresorseressssessnsssassnnnss 1 4
0 Oither Hearl Dssases ™ i o e e e e e a5 i
2lther el abary- LSRRG - 4 3
20 Infuenza = annin i e - -~
23, Pnenmonia 3 2
24, Bronchitis o R s o Pt e U e R S ] 3
25, Other Diseases of Ruplmmn S}'\'lr:m ................................... l —
26. Uleer of Stomach and Duodenum ... SRy S s S R ey 2 2
27. Gasltritis, Enleritis and Diarrhoea  ........oiinviiiinnns e S R - 2
8. Mephritis and MNephrosis e e S AR -
a0 HyperplRsia ol e R T z -
30. Pregnancy, Childbirth., Abortion PCRPNE Wl pn A1 o . s it . -- e
31 Conpental el ormalions: o e e - 2.
32, iher Dehined and TH-defined DISERses ...oocveiiiriiiiiieiiiaesiraarerns 10 e
33. Motor Venicle Accidenis AT e PR S o S R L 7 —
Ads. All oilher AeeTdEDIE: .ot des e B S B e R | 2
35 SmeidE s, o P e EEg e S SR T e L I P 2
36, Homicide and Dpcmllnm e o R -
12 10N
[Yeaths of Infanis under 1 vear: Male Female
Legitimale e eeeis s L sas e L S . e e SRR 2 5
Ilegitimate { g : AR Ao, O e , = .
PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH IN 1956.
% of Tolal
Toial No Deatha
[Yiscases of the Heart and Circulation . X : o o 112 49 12
Malignant MNeoplasms i s R s B e, 3 1447
Vascular Lesions of Nervous ‘:1. tem I o S L ks 3 1316

173 76.75




SECTION B
GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA.
Laboratory Facilities.

These are provided by the Public Health Laboratory Service in the Laboratory situated at
Newcastle General Hospital. The extent to which the facilities have been utilised is shown below:

Specimen sent by Specimen Pos. Neg.
Regional Hospital Board Chest Physician ...... Sputum for B. Tuberculosis ......... 3 27
General Practitioners ...................ceccieeee.. Sputum for B. Tuberculosis ......... — 7
Regional Hospital Board Physician ............... Laryngeal Swab for B. Tuberculosis — 1
Gensral Practitioners  ..........c.cccevvvviveneen. OWabs for Vincent’s Angina ......... — 3
General Practitioners ............c......ieecveee... Swabs for Haemolytic Streptococci | 3
Regional Hospital Board Physician ............... Swabs for Haemolytic Streptococci - 1
General Practitioners  ........cccocveiviiiiinan..  owabs for C. Diphtheriae ......... 3
General Practitioners .............................. Faeces for Pathogenic Organisms . 2
Medical Officer of Health ........................... Faeces for Pathogenic Organisms ... | 3
General Practitioners .............................. Urine for Pathogenic Organisms ... | 2
Koeneral Practitioners .- SBlood for Widal oocoiinnniniionng - — 2
Medical Officer of Health ........................... Potted Meat for Food Poisoning
Organisms o Tl oo |
Medical Officer of Health ........................... Chinese Frozen Egg for Food Pois-
oning Organisms et 2

Ambulance Facilifies.

These are provided by the Northumberland County Council which is the Local Health Auth-
ority.
~ Six drivers are employed at the Morpeth Depot where there are three ambulances and a sitt-
INg casc car.
~ The area served includes the Borough of Morpeth. the western part of the Morpeth Rural Dis-
trict and part of Castle Ward Rural District.

Nursing in the Home.

Under the National Health Service Act, 1946, the Northumberland County Council is the
authority solely and directly responsible for Home Nursing Services.
 Three nurses are stationed in Morpeth. Their work includes both general nursing and mid-
wifery, and they serve the Borough and the adjacent parts of the Morpeth Rural District.

Maternal and Child Welfare Services.

These are provided by the Northumberland County Council and clinics are held at the Health
Centre in Gashouse Lane. The services include Infant Welfare, Antenatal. Orthopaedic. Ophthal-
mic and Diphtheria Immunisation Clines and dental treatmeny for school and pre-school children
and expectant mothers.

A Child Welfare Clinic is held once a month at Morpeth Common Camp.



SECTION C
SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

Water.

Morpeth is supplied with water partly obtained from the Council owned borehole at Gubeon
and partly from Tynemouth Corporation water undertaking. The water is treated by Chlorination.

During the year the supply has been adequate and satisfactory.

The average daily consumption from the Borough Undertaking was approximately 95,258 gal-
lons aud the daily intake from the Tynemouth supply approximately 232,742 gallons. the total
daily consumption being 328,000 gallons.

Water mains at various places in the Borough were periodically flushed and all defects found,
remedied.

During the year, due to additional house building, the following extensions were made to the
Council’s waler mains:

411 yards of 6" diameter main.
521 vards of 3" diameter main.

Owing to the water mains in Newgate Streel becoming unserviceable, the work of renewing
the mains was undertaken in conjunction with the road improvement works carried out by North-
umberland County Council. All Hydrants and Valves were renewed and services reconnected.

Mew mains provided: — 570 yards of 6% diameter.
— 530 yards of 4” diameter.
Bacteriological Examination of Water.

During the year 26 samples of water were taken in the Borough and submitted to the Public
Health Laboratory for bacteriological examination as follows:

Result of Examination.

Mo. of Date Place of Collection. Probable No. of Aerogenes
Sample  Obtained Orgamisms per 100 ml. water

I 3 357 Fulbeck  .......... N e My e R ek Mil
X 5. 357 Fulbeck:, @ st il
3. 53157 Fulbeck b s T Mil
4. 5. 3.57 B T g L L il
5. 23357 Fulbeck e e A et 5 Mil
. 22, 3.57 Fulbeck  ........ AR e e i Mil
7 22. 3:57 Fulbeck ey L e R B B T R o AR Mil
3. 23 A Fulbeck e p e e e s e = il
9, 19. 6.57 MeGill's Yard., Bridge Streect e O R il
10, 19. 6.57 High-Shanners ol biniiss el il
1. 19. 6.57 Miutford Road PR o, oy L LS RERAE P |
12, 19. 6.57 Cotrngwand ame e s e il
13. 26. 6.56 East Mill (private supply)  _......... I
14. 6. 656 East Mill (springwaier)  .....ooicicicieminesasne el
I5. 26, 6.56 Dacre Streen S s e e W, Pl Bl e T il
I6. 6. .56 Culters Buildings e e L R S Mil
17. 27. B.56 Lawford Muford Road (private supply) ..... i
I8, 27, B.A6 Lawlord Mitford Read (private supply) I
149, 27. B.56 Lawlord Mitford Road (well water) . e ; 3
0. 27. 8.56 Lawlord Mitford Road (well water) e ]
2l 25.10.56 Peacock Gap . R e e S Mil
37, 251056 Peacock Gap : et |
23 25100506 Mewgatle Streel Mil
24, 25.10.56 Mewgale Street il bl s AR E, s Mil
235, 13.12.56 High Stanners i (i e il

L] 13.12.56 High Stanners o~ i . ) ™l




Chemical Analysis of Water,

Two samples of water were submitted to the Public Analyst for Chemical Analysis on 29th

June and 22nd December respectively. The Analyst's reports are as follows:

Parts per million.

Chemical Resulis. sSample Mo, | Sample No. 2
Total solids dried ax 180" C. ..., s 226 227
Chlorine as Chlorides MR W A i B8 ! 6.0 17.8
Free Ammonia R [race Trace
Albuminoid AMMODMIA ..o irnasroneersnasramanes g Trace 0,06
PliEoEEn a5 PUITALES . ..o it o b 0.40 0.20
Oxvgen Absorbed (4 hours at 80° FJ) ..., 2.5 4.4
et L T . o o e e e s v e s 156 1700
Permanent HAardmess . ..o.ooiisiiiiinsinssseasdisnsss . 71 95
Temporary Hardness B L e S e, g5 75
Eead’ and 'COpDED oo sedesems MNone MNone
a1 e e St (e o i : 0.1 0.1
Appearance and Colour (Hazendegrees 25) ... Pale yellow and clear
Appearance and Colour {Hazendegrees 60) ... Clear and pale orange vellow
el land | Easbe: ool et s oa i Satsfactory Sansfactory
Microscopical examination of deposit ........... : Satisfactory Satisfactory
P R i e e e e e e 7.2 7.0

Report on Sample No. 1.

This sample of water is of satisfactory organic purity. It is free from deposit, odour or taste:
its colour however is somewhat high. 1 am of the opinion that the waler is suitable for drinking
and domestic use.

(signed) W. Gordon Carey.

Report on Sample No. 2.

This sample of water is of satisfactory organic purity. It is free from taste or odour and has
been adequately filtered. The colour is characteristic of a moorland supply, 1 am of the opinion
the water 1s suitable for a Public supply.

(signed) W. Gordon Carey.



SANITARY INSPECTOR’S ANNUAL REPORT Year ending }1st December 1956,

z
L
u
. = o
» o B el B i
o ) ;
U N R e
o 28 B BE =% TE T
g w2 &t E< 3k E< o
Ea  EB - SR = F =, <
o > , o i o
T B8 5 8E ®f S %
S5 sSE <% g SEa it E
Fh . E0 ZE o r e s S& b
HOUSING
Structural Defects Voot BEL N o BEURE 42 17 41 |
Defective Focod Store R AR " T 3 17 3 | - -
DFEMPNESE.  ceoviecsanrnessne fost e e e e Aot 73 7 17 T 1 --
Owvercrowding o A AR TR - 17 — | - -
WATER SUPPLY
Insufficient  ...oviiiiiens R e R 26 - - - = =2
Insatisfactory  ....... e e e 26 - s — o -
DRAINAGE
Insufficient e b e ey 9 - — - o =
Unsatisfactory  ....... e e e e 9 7 — 7 - - -
SANITARY CONVENIENCES
Insufficient o a s v R AR e e a h wel T! - - -- -- -
Defective e o e e e ey e 7 7 - i - - - -
GENERAL
Shops AClE  .....ooccencrcnninnas R Y 14 | - | - - -- -—
Food Premises  ..oiicicisrinsrrinanieans X A 332 |8 |8 . - -
[Dairies o e L W T S i7 I | . =
Slaughlerhouses e 1 N LA R I 198 -— -—
Tenis, Vans, elc. L N - et o e R | 1 - 1
Offensive Trades LA . . | S S, N - -
Keeping of Animals  .......ooooiivieiiiiiiaiananain . 28 - - -
Insanitary Ashpits and Bins ...........ccovivieineenns . 65 6 2 (k]
Offensive Accumulations e e R ot 5 5 5
Cmoke MUBANDES. . cosrerrsmimsmmsmnnmnmnsnanmmennnsins 4 3 : ki

TOTALS . : ceeennna FA84 158 ] 157




The following is an analysis of the works cffected:

By [nformal By Statutory

Samitary Conveniences Action Action lotal
Privy Ashpits and Privies abolished ....................... - — -

Privy Ashpits and Privies repaired -- - - —

Pail closets abolished T i R e R - -

Pail closets repaired or 1cmmt|m.h.d : 2 3

WETer cloge e provided: oS R R AR - - —

Waler closets repaired ... 7 - 7

Mo, of above for which grani was yu‘n ‘under P.H.A.

1936 Section 47 ... —- — -
Refuse bins provided [ - 6
Reafise bins FenEWed .. ......cccoocoeeciiencinnmrsnnrsansinnies 65 — 65
Drainage
Mew draings copstricted oo i i e e | — 1
Drains repaired and reconstrocted ... .. ...l 3 = 3
Drains cleansed . 2 - 2
Additional gulhes pr e e gt Y LTS G - - -
Old gullies r-.pl:lLLd ,,,,, e LR T e e S 1 — |
Senllecy sinks provided ......occaheecotnrsaan i sy | = 1
mink: wastes repaired L 4 — 4
Sink waste pipes rapped e e | - |
Yards repaired or recomstructed .............cociiieeiien —_ —
Water Supply.

Sources closed or discontinued. —_ — —_
MNew Services provided—

(1) By Local Aufhorily .......coevvecvarcenrsannness —_— = 5

(a) MNumber of HoUSes ..o..ooooiiiiiiiiorommninss — - R

(2] By Private OWHETS  ...oiiverssrsasrenames Sinsens — == 85

(@) Mumber of Houses ... c..cciiiieimins - —- 85
Structural Defecis.

Taotal Total
Cetlings: repewed: ol lineni 2 Fireplaces rencwed e 2
Ceilings repaired 3 I Inspection Chambers r..;mm.d .......... 1
Cooking ranges rencwed 1 Roals repaiped, | oot i i B
Cooking ranges repaired .................. 2 Sub-floor ventilation improved 1
Chimney stacks repaired ................. i Ventilation pipes repaired i
Dampness remedied 4 Walls r-..puin!-.d and repaired 3
Doors repaired e e 2 Walls replastered S 9
Eavesgutlers EERENET i .. g 1 Window cords renewed g 2
Eavesgutters repaired 4 Waler systems repaired ... 1
Floors iy e o N RS e 1 Washing accommuodation |:.p.m'-.d I

Complaints.

Two hundred and fifty six complaints were recorded during the year, all of which were dealt
with. It is again pleasing to report that practically all works of repair or reconstruction needed to
properties were achieved informally. Only one case required the Council to resort to Statutory
Action and issue an Abatement Notice. which was outstanding at the end of the year. Two infor-
mal Notices were also in abeyance awaiting results of further negotiations with the owners of the

properties concerned.



(hher Visils and Inspection under the Pulilic Health Act, 1936,

Intectious [seases i e | Places of public entertainment : 2
Disinlections T 17 b T T e i e s e T e
Public Sanitary Co nveniences ; 28 Licensed premises  .............o.... oF i1
Courls., vards and passages : 26 Femporary housing T o EA R SR 9
Waler courses 34 Orlfices ' By i o2
Sewage disposal |'!']1II'I|H : : =4 Schools e R e 3
Refuse disposal grounds g : a6 Testing of new  drains . R

Smoke Abatement,

There were no cases of excessive emission of Smoke requiring Statutory Action, during the
year.

Verminous Premises.
Infestations of vermin pests were promptly dealt with as they arose. The treatments against
these is by spraying with approved insecticides and the application of naked flame. as appropriate.
The following table shows the cases dealt with during the year.
Specics. Mumber of cases dealt with.

Cockroaches

Earwigs

Fleas

Flies

Lice

Woodworm

‘ A —— — —

(B8]

et Amima's Act, 1951.

Three premises are licensed by the Council for the sale of pets. Two of the traders are from
outside the Borough. The premises were regularly inspected and no cases arose requiring official
action.

Rag Flock Act, 1951.

One building is registered for the storage of rag flock but was not in use during the year,
Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949.

Destruction of rats and mice was fully maintained during the year. Some details of the work
done are shown in the following table.

Surface Treatments,

Local Auth. Dwelling  Business Agriculiural Total

Property Houses Premises  Property
lnﬁ[‘r.,..,huiﬂ .................................. By 1539 554 18 2191
Trextments by local auihunh e R S e S 4 iz 9 - S0
Treatments by private persons ) - - 2 | i
Treatments by Area Agricultural Executive Committee : 2 2
Motices served : i SRt Ao - - 1 - |
Motices complied with e e e e — I I

Sewer Treatments.

Two treatments of the Borough sewerage system were carried out during the year in accord-
ance with the requirements of the Ministry of Agriculture. Fisheries and Food, Infestations Branch.
Destruction of Moles.

These are dealt with by a specialist Mole catcher, employed by the Council. A number of out-
breaks during the year were promptly dealt with.

Despatch of Domestic Animals,

Durin gthe year 9 domestic pets were dealt with, some at the request of their owners and some

at the request of the Police Authorities.



Drainage and Sewerage.

The sewage disposal works continued to function to full capacity and occasionally under great
difficulty.

The continually expanding building programme in the Borough is placing a severe strain on
the existing plant and it is hoped that the proposed extensions and modernisation of the plant will
not be long delayed. During the year. the sewerage system was extended as follows:

Challoners Gardens — Council Housing,.
Surface Waler Sewers: 145 yards 9” diameter.
163 yards 6" diameler.
Soil Sewers: 373 yards 6" diamelter.
Refuse Collection.

Refuse is collected by direct labour, daily, and deposited at Deuchar Park tipping site, where
the work of filling and levelling made rapid progress.

A good deal of piping work was again necessary on the Churchburn to keep pace with the tip-
ping. Apart from a large quantity of paper in the refuse. which is always a troublesome factor.
there was no serious nuisance from the tip. and the occasional outbreak of fire promptly dealt with,
a pump and hose being permanently on the site for such an emergency.

Rivers and Streams.

The river Wansbeck and other streams running through the Borough were regularly surveyed
during the year and cleansing operations undertaken when nccessary. No serious nuisance arose
however.

Camping Sites.

There are no camping sites in the Borough.

Swimming Baths.

There are no swimming baths in the Borough.

Schools.

There are five Primary schools. one Secondary school, one Grammar school for bovs, one High
school for girls and a Commercial College within the Borough.

All schools are equipped with water carriage drainage connected to the main sewerage system,
and supplied with water from the Council’s mains.

Several inspections were made during the year, and conditions found satisfaclory.



FACTORIES ACTS 1937 to 1948

There are. on the Borough Register six factory premises without mechanical power and forty-

seven with mechanical power.

The following table gives details of inspections and results, during 1956.

1. Inspections.

Mumber of

Premises | Number omn

Register Written Occupiers
Inspections Motices Proseculed

—_—

|
(1) Factories in which Sections ‘
1, 2, 3, 4and 6 are 10 be en- |
forced by Local Authorities | [ 9 —
in) Factories not included in 1)
in which Section 7 is enforced |
]
|

by Local Authority s 45 | 23 1 ne=
Jin) Other premises in which Sec- |
tion 7 is enforced by the |
Local Authonty (excluding
oulworkers” premises) 2 2 —_— ==
Tolali i et ! 53 34 1 —
2. Cases in which defects were found.
Mo, of cases in which defects were found [ Mo. of cases
: | Referred | in which
Particulars Found Remedied prosecutions
| To H.M. By H.M. | were
e P .~ 1 s | | N, T Inspector | Inspector | mslituted
Want of cleanliness .................. - ‘ -— —_ == | —
L T () e A e e — - | —_ - —
Unreasonable temperatwe ... . —_ - - —- - | —
Inadequate venlilation 1 — - - it | s
Ineffective drainage of floors ..., - | -- — - | -—
Sanitary Conveniences : |
fa) Insufficient ................... . - | e - -— | -
(b} Unsuitable or defective ..., 3 | k] — 2 : —
fc) Mot separate for sexes,... . .. | ' | -_ | _
Oiher offences against the Act ... | ‘
nol relanng o ouwtwork ... .= | — — 55 i
ORRLE i s Db i i e 4 | 4 i — 3 —




SECTION D
TABULAR STATEMENT OF HOUSING FOR THE YEAR 1956.

Houses completed during the year.

(a) By Local Authority 5
T T o S L e P T B L S P 85

Closing and Demolition.

(17 Houses demolished in Clearance ATBAE ......cii:ciaiiiioe s iras s s sas o et s v s rarsass 3
(2) Houses demolished not in Clearance Areas
{(3) Houses closed, not demolished ............. 7

(4)  Any other houses permanently dlsmnllnued as f.l*u’-fva-,lllng,:aI and not ulcludcd in ahuvc -

Repairs.
Houses made fit by procedure under either Housing or Public Health Acts:
LEEC By informal Sekem . ik S i e s A s s e i e VA R S e 35
(2) By owners following statutory NOMCE ......c.cccoiciiiiiiinioreniisminsssesersisiosssntnnsenss  —
(3) By Local Authority in default of owners e

(4) Demolition Orders revoked afller reconstruction —

IMPROVEMENT GRANTS, HOUSING ACT, 1949
Mo. of Separate

ouses

(1) Applications submitted to Local Authority during year .............cccoovviiiiiiinnnn. B
(2) Applications rejected |
By Anplications. approved | ociciinn it iRt s st st 7
(4) Total number of applications approved in area since inception uf sx.hemq. B e
Approximate average grant approved per NOUSE .o .iiiicciiiiiemmrireiinissininsssres £75

Slum Clearance.

Considerable progress was made with the slum clearance programme during the year.

Twelve areas involving 51 houses were formally declared, by the Council, to be Clearance
Areas and, in 10 cases, Clearance Orders were made: in one case the Council decided to purchase
the property consisting of 3 houses, and in one case the order had not been made by the end of
the year. Four orders were confirmed by the Minister and two were, with the Council’s agreement,
not confirmed. the owners being allowed to retain the properties for purposes other than housing.

Official objections were received in respect of 3 of the remaining four areas and Public Inquir-
tes were held by inspectors, appointed by the Minister. whose decision was still awaited at the end
of the year. It was, in fact, received. in January, 1957 and was to the effect that the Minister con-
firmed the Clearance Orders in all four cases.

Action was also taken under Section 12 of the Housing Act, 1936 or Section 10 of the Local
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act. 1953 (o deal with 7 individual houses. Closing Orders
were made in respect of these 7 houses but in four cases the owner was permitted to use them
under temporary licence for purposes other than houwsing and in one case the Council decided
o negotiate to purchase the howse which together with 2 adjoining houses, had originally  been
scheduled for inclusion in a Clearance Area.



SECTION E
INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD

Milk Supply.

There are live registered dairy premises and twelve licenced distributors of milk in the Borough.

Four licences to retarl Tuberculin Tested Milk, seven to retail Pasteurised Milk and hve (o
retail Sterilised Milk were issued. Two distributors of Pasteurised Milk who have dairy premises
outside the Borough were granted Supplementary Licences. Only one distributor in the Borough
deals with ungraded milk, produced within the Borough.

All dairies, and distributors premises were inspected periodically and found generally satisfac-
Lory.

Milk Sampling.

Eight samples of milk were taken for bacteriological examination and proper processing, as
shown hereunder:

Class of Milk MNo. of Samples aken Test applied Passed Failed
Tuberculin Tested 4 Methviene Blue d -—
Pasleiirimed e i e e 4 Methyvlene Blue and Phosphatase 4 —_—
Total C g R e 8 ] e
Ice Cream.

There are thirty-live premises in the Borough registered for the sale of ice-cream. The prem-
ises were regularly inspected and no contravention found.
Meat Inspection.

During the year inspection of meat was given full attention. The number of animals slaugh-
tered was as follows:

Cattle Il e b S| bl
Calves 44
Total e e e e e DT 171

Carcases and Offal inspected and condemned whole or in part.

Catile Cows Calves Sheep Pigs
exc, Cows
e el e e e s e L L R [E1 44 44 4361 1013
i [a0gl) 1o} T Ul LA SRR SO P s L e | | A 44 4561 1nis
All Diseases excepl Tuhertulusls ami Lymcnn:l
Whole Carcases condemned Pk : — 3 b |
Carcases of which some part or mL.m was
condemned e 22 - - 035 70
Percentage affected with disease other than
Tuberculosis and Cvsticerci SoFeE : 3.0 .8 4.67 7.0
Tuberculosis only:
Whole Carcases condemned . W —- — —
Carcases of which some partl or LIIL:HI was
condemned Rl 1) | 25 10 - - - 3
Percentage affected with Tuberculosis ............. [.78 223 -- —-- 3

Cysticercosis:
Carcases of which some parl or organ was
condemned
Carcases submitied 1o lrl.‘.':lln'u.nl by n.l'l'l:l_..-:.l 1lu1n A= - —_ = ¥
Generalised and totally condemned ., e - o= - L —

The weight of meat, organs and offals condemned and surrendered during the year was:
I8 tons 10 cwts. 1 gqr. O stns. 12 Ibs. 8 ozs.



Slaughterhouses and Licensing of Slaughtermen.

During the year the Slaughterhouses at Staithes Lane were fully maintained and every atien-
tion given to the requirements of law and the trade. The major works carried out during the year
were the alterations to the Carriages to give better segregation of the amimals and to facilitate the
roping of cattle.

The buildings were repointed, and roofs repaired and all eavesgutters and downspouts over-
hauled. A new hose pipe was obtained for yard washing, and a new glazed sink provided in the
boiler room.

Fifteen Slaughtermen’s licences were issued during the year.

Food Premises.

There are one hundred and forty seven food premises on the Borough Shops register and the
various Lypes are as shown below:

Business Number Business MNumber
Butchers ..., v 2 || Fishmongers S DS o r . ST 2
Bakeries: = sl i e 5 Poulterers e e 1
Confechoners e O, il 23 Giroceries and Provisions T RTTE . 19
Chemisis e 3 Hotels and Licensed Premises ............ 22
Cafes and Snack Bars Lty 12 Mineral Water Works LAl o e X, 2
Cooked Meats At ke LT R 3 Wines and Spirits (Off-Licence) _........... £
| E i | e S O e, 5 Fish Frvers e v & 4
Fruiterers and Greengrocers ... o

Of the foregoing, the following are Registered under Section 16, Food and Drugs Act, 1955:

Business Mumber Business Mumber
Bulchers” Shops  ............ e I lee Cream Shops T T E e |
Preserved Meats Shops A 3 lced Lollv Manufacturers R el
Fried Fish Shops ....... R 4

Food Hygiene Regulations, 1955-56.
Inspection of Registered Food Premises.

During the year three hundred and thirty two inspections were made of registered food prem-
1scs. The standard of Hygiene was found generally satisfactory.

Travelling shops were also given attention. By discussion and advice, many works of improve-
ment were gained and it is pleasing to note that traders generally were most co-operative. The foll-
owing shows the various improvement works eflected:

Work Done. No Work Done. Mo,
Washbasins and washup sinks provided 17 Preparing rooms entirely re-buill, re-equipped 2
Hot water instalied o Cooking apparatus remodelled, re-sited ... .. 3
Foed storage improved ! i B | L1 S Venlilation improved ... ......... 1
Clothes hanging accommodation provided . 2 Refrigeration instailed X
Premeses redecoraled h




Educational Activity (Food).

Educational activity in food hygiene in the Borough has taken the form of personal visits by
the Public Health Inspector, and on-the-spot lalks and discussions with Managements and staffs,
have proved most effective and well worth the effort.

Food Inspection.

During the year, the following foodstuffs were examined and surrendered. and destroyed:

Reason for Condemnalion Werght

Commodity Quaniiy Ibs, OZS.
Beef (imported) Bone Taint 233 0
Bacon Contamination 3 12
Beverages 1 tin Contamination | 0
Cheese Moulds 23 0
Cream 3 lins Blown tins I 2
Fruits 104 tins Blown or damaged tins 140 f
Fish 4 lins Blown or damaged tins 3 4
Meals 41 uns Blown uns and decomposition 172 5
Milk 4 lins Blown tins 3 [
Pork (imported) Bone Taint 35 0
Soups 4 tins Leaking tins f k|
Savourics 3 tins Moulds 29 10
Vegelables 42 tins Blown and leaking lins b1 i
Total Weight B68 0

Disposal of Condemned Food.

Condemned food was disposed of partly by incineration, and partly by conversion into man-

ures, as appropriate. The latter is treated with a distinctive indelible dye. prior to removal.

Ice Cream (Heat Treatment, etc.) Regulations 1947-52.

At the present time there is no ice cream manufactured in the Borough. Periodical inspections
of retailers premises were made, and tests carried out on refrigerating units for temperature-hold.

None tested was found defective.



SECTION F
PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS AND OTIER DISEASES

Hospital accommodation for infectious diseases is now provided by the Regional Hospital

Board at Walkergate Hospital, Newcastle.

Table showing analysis of notified cases of Infectious Diseases under age groups.

A
= = | I o | T T " ' " E
b P e TR -l BB - B8 - -
e | = | = E [ I = & g & 13 I 2 % = o
Y § sy s = m o = - - - - - - £
Dhisense i el Y | VS e = = | = |+ | = & 22
—_ N L 1 - - - e
| = g e = = fls== [ e - - wy a | 1 & = é ;_-‘__
- I e T T S el
r." . (=] T T sy Yy | oy iy Wy J= ] M
2] [ - - Wy | e —~ | ca 1 i | " | o | I =8
e e | e |t e [ e [ | e | | | e L S
| B | | | | | |
Mieasles e 6l30 |37 | 81| —|—=|=| =] = | —r | — | 15 ] =—
Whooping Cough _— — | — | 3| === === | - | e g
AL . Pnenmonia | 1| === = == ]| == | == | —_— -] = ol —
Scarlet Fever =h | = e = e 1 _i ||_|_|—|— — 2| —
Ervsipelas Sl B _!-i.... _:..-I._|_ Bl _|_| i i {—
1 | 1 1

Notifiable Infectious Diseases.

It will be seen from the above table that, apart from Measles. notifications of infectious dis-
case were very few in number and require no comment.
Diphtheria.

For the eighth consecutive year no case of this disease has occurred and it is now ten years
since any death was attributed to this cause.
Diphtheria Immunisation.

During the vear 160 pre-school children and 1 school child completed a course of primary

immunisation, while 48 pre-school and 51 school children received re-inforcing injections.

At 31-12-56 it was estimated that the immunity indices for the different age groups were as

follows:
Chilldren under 1 Year ...........ococcccmrireaneirenensans IS5
Children aged 1-4 years .........cccoevvvvenvevnnnnn... 82.679%
Children aged 514 VBHIS ..occaisiiianinsinenninrsnananse DB05%

All children under 15 years ..o e 061156



TUBERCULOSIS

New Cases and M ortality during 1956,

Under 1

Ape Lrroups

VEear
1 - <4 years
5 = 14 years
15 - 24 vears
a5 34 VERrs
353 - dd vears
45 - 54 years
33 - 0 years
65 - 74 yvears ..

75 vears and over
Ape Unknown

_

B s I

Total

M

—

——

NEAW CASES

Iesp

DEATHS |

_Non-Lesp. _Resp.  Non-Kesp. J

F | M F  Towl] M E | M I |, Total |
| T S I e —:_|_:_|___“:_ =3
3 gl GG = == = - | -
1 — — 1 - | - — - -
2 | = =5 2 — — = e -
1 - — I — - 1 - 1
1 | — — 3 1 | — —_ | - 1
1 | — - 2 e = e
1 = — > T e — T i L
= - S = = . A
1 - - 1 - | = =
el o - —— - I e m— s il —

el et | |
Bl == | = | 1Z N e e

7 of these cases were institutional.

Death Rate from Respiratory Tuberculosis per

Death Rate from Respiratory Tuberculosis, per

Neither death was notified prior to death.

(1 death occurred in an institution)
[.000 of the population—0.18.

1,000 of the population in England and Wales-0. 109,



MORTALITY FROM MALIGNANT NEOPLASMS DURING 1956.

Site MALES FEMALES

Gl

4
44
- j*
64
T4

&5 -
73

Mediastinam ... .. .. —
Cervix o e am | —
Th}'tunl —
Oesophagus ... ... .. —
Lymphatic and
Haematopoictic Tissues
Mandible .... .
Bronchus..

Heel ...

Colon

1
By . sl s s mali—

| w

'~
ey
W

I

T
T
B
e
B
o T e o T _|+|| Total

T B R

Kidney
Kectum
Breast
Stomach .
Anus
Prostate .
Unknown..

T et ]
il L

TR e

il B L 0 I e

e

A e

RS T

e T e S

FEL RN LD ]

SR A

L L L B E |

Taotals o 1| =—

L]

]
e
L'=]
—_

“3

B
=y

1

Death Rate per 1,000 of the population—3.05.

Death Rate from Malignant Neoplasms of Lung and Bronchus—0.37 per 1,000,

Death Rate from Malignant Neoplasms of Lung and Bronchus in England and Wales—0.407.
Death Rate from Malignant Neoplasms of all other sites—2.68 per 1,000.

Death Rate from Malignant Neoplasms of all other sites in England and Wales—1.668.












