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ANNUAL REPORT
of the
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
for the year 1955.

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the Borough of Morpeth.

Mr. Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors,
I have the honour to present to you my report for the year 1955.

The birth rate remains at a fairly high level, being 18.41 per 1,000, compared with the nat-
wonal figure of 15.0 per 1,000 of the population in England and Wales. The still-birth rate is low,
9.66 per 1.000 as against the figure of 23.1 per 1.000 for the country as a whole.

The death rate is slightly lower than in the previous year but at 16.61 per 1,000 is stll
much higher than the national rate of 11.7. It may be noted however, that just over 50% of the
total deaths occurred in an institution within the Borough. If the death rate for the remainder of
the town is calculated it 1s found to be approximately 9.69 per 1,000 of the ordinary residents.

The total number of infant deaths was only four, of which 2 occurred under the age of one
week. The infantile mortality rate is 19.51 per 1,000 live births and the corresponding figure for
England and Wales is 24.9.

~ There was an increase in the number of new cases of. and deaths from, respiratory tubercul-
osis but the number of deaths from malignant neoplasms was 18, a decrease of 8 on the hgure for

1954.

During the year the Council had to submit, to the Ministry of Housing and Local Government.
its proposals with regard to slum-clearance and began, in a small way. to implement these propos-
als by declaring Dacre Court and Dacre Square to be a Clearance Area. One objection was re-
ceived and a Public Inquiry was held. after which the Minister confirmed the Council's decision
and a Clearance Order was made.

A Public Inquiry was also held in connection with the Council’s proposals for enlarging the
Sewage disposal works. The Ministry’s Inspector recommended alteration to reduce the cost and
an amended scheme was prepared. Official approval was not received by the end of the year.

In conclusion. 1 wish to express my appreciation of the consideration shown to me by mem-
bers of the Council and of the help | have received from the Sanitary Inspectors and the officials
of all departments.

I am,
Mr. Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors.

Your obedient Servani.

C. B. McGREGOR,

M.B.. D.P.H.
Medical Officer of Health,

Borough of Morpeth.
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SECTION A
STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA

Morpeth has a population of 10,690 and an area of 2.213 acres. It is a pleasant town, situated
on the Great North Road and the River Wansbeck about 14 miles north of Newcastle upon Tyne.

The surroundings are attractive and the beautiful Carlisle Park with its magnificent floral dis-
play and the large open spaces along the river side are visited by many holiday-makers in the
summer months. Tennis-courts, putting and bowling green provided and maintained by the Coun-
cil are available for the enjoyment of both residents and visitors.

As a centre for a wide agricultural area, Morpeth has a large proportion of shops in relation
o its population and the distributive trades and public administration provide cmpluyment for
considerable numbers. There 15 an old established iron foundry and agriculture, coal-mining, mar-
ket gardening and motor engineering are other industries open to the residents.

The Council has built large numbers of houses since the war and the town is being further
extended by a housing estate on its southern border, by private enterprise. The speed with which
the houses in this estate are being bought and occupied suggests that many people consider Mor-
peth a pleasant place in which to live.

Area in Acres ... 2,213
Registrar-Gieneral s r.bllmalc uf Rcmdtnt pnpulauun m'd IQS* e e 10,650
Rataable: Valle oot st ot Ll Sl e P e e £68.119
o S T e L v L L P £272.3. 7.
Mumber of ‘inhabited houses (end of 19550 .ottt e eme e e eneaans 3.172

VITAL STATISTICS

BIRTHS
Live Births: Total Male Female
Eegitimate . ioiliitinn e e e e e 198 87 111
T T L L T I fi
205 88 117
Birth Rate per 1.000 of the estimated resident population ..............ccocooiiiiiienns 19.18
Standard Birth Rate [Comparability Factor 0096) ......oviuveiiieiiieiiiissinsinssiasiensniennns 18.41
Still Births: Total Male Female
Legitimate R e e R e R 2 2 e
Still Birth Rate:
Rate per 1.000 total (Live and SGI BirthS ..ot oo iissiasssansnsens 9.6
Rate per 1.000 total population o L, NS L SN B S 0.187
DEATHS
Total Male Female
185 90 935
Death Rate per 1,000 of the population e ke sk m e e Tk L oo o B 17.30
Standard Death Rate (Comparability Factor i R e 1661
Death from Puerperal Causes (heading 30 of the Registrar-General’s Short List)
Pregnanecy, 'Childbeih: SAbaphion @ Gttt ns i Ee S o Mil
Rate per 1,000 total (Live and SUID BirlRs ....oo.ooiieiiiiiiiinsnreimesssssrninnmnnss s Mil
Death Rate of Infants under 1 year:
All Infanis per 1.000 live births : e P e ; 19.51
Legitimate infants per 1000 legitimate In-. L TR e g R v LT 15.13
Illegitimate infants per 1.000 illegitimate live births .. ...... 0 ... iiiiiniinns 142.86
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) A WM e e B T e 18
Deaths from Measles (all ages) ... et T e e T Mil
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all |-¢_~..'| RS e AT e B % Mil

Deaths from Diarrhoea (Under 2 VEArs) ..ot : Mil



INFANTILE

MORTALITY 1955

Under 1.6 I a 3 Tatal 1-3 4-6 T-0 10-12 Toia

Caupse of Leath 1 dav davs week weeks weeks uonder mihs miths mths months under

I month 1 wear
P'rematurity = = = = 1 —_ —_— — - |
Birth Injury ........ -— — L = s e S HE |
Pneumonia — - — — - 3 st — S 3
— 2 — - — 2 e

The following table shows the comparative Mortality Rate during the past ten vears:

1946

Infantile Deaths under 1 year ........... 3
Infantile Mortality per 1000 live births ......... 16.39

The Registrar-General supplies the following:
CAUSES OF DEATH, 1955.

4000 = O LA R e Bk

0.

e e T T e
TUberculogls (OTHEE FOMMUE] foiiimnnn s oesnmnsinio i fiim s i m o oo
S}rphllmc ENSBABRL. - e e e Rl e

|[.::11! BLIl - e e

Whooping Cough ... B e et
Memngococcal InFections . oiiiiiiiiiiiriiiisiraarisracaeaens R
Ao tE SPolomyelithss S e e e e e e e
MBGE]Rs: . e, e gl e B R e L T S
Other infective and parasitic diseases ...

Malignant MNeoplasm, slomach
Malignant Meoplasm, lung, bronchus

Leukaemia, Aleukaemia

1 e e e e

Vascuiar Lesions of Nervous Svitem
Coronary [Disease, Angina

Hypertension with Heart Disease ... ..

Other Heart Diseases

Influenza

Other Discases of Respiratory System
Ulcer of Stomach and Duodenum

Hyvperplasia of prostate

COCIOTET e, e
Bronchifls i s st a e

1947 1948 1949 1950 (951 1952 1953 1954

ty 0 10 7

5 7 3 8

29.70 43.60 34.35 3448 2381 3349 1579 38.10

Malignant Neoplasm, breast ... R L R A
Malignant Neoplasm, UWIEFUSE .............ccccoieiieieniiermrsnnransanssnnsnnsnns
Other Malignant and I}mphallc NLupIasms .....

........................................................

Oiher Circulatory DMSEASES ... ......civieeeeirnrrrsnnenmnnsnes Mo

......................................

Gastritis, Enteritis and Diarrhoea .. ...
Nephritis and Nephrosis  ...._.............

Pregnancy, Childbirth, .-'\.hnrllmn i

Congenital Mallormations

Other Defined and Ill-defined D!hmjﬁ”:'_‘_"“'“"""I--- SECTCERE

Motor Yenicle Accidents
All other Accidents
Swcide

Homicide and Operations of War .. ...

Deaths of Infants under 1 year:

Legitimate
Hlegitimarte

Male Female
3 2
1 —
| o
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2 1
— |
- - |
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| 3
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SECTION B
GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA.

LABORATORY FACILITIES

These are provided by the Public Health Laboratory Service in the Laboratory situated at
Newcastle General Hospital. The extent to which the facilities have been utilised is shown below:

Speci men sent I:ry Specimen Pos. rﬁ‘f&
Regional Hospital Board Chest Fh}-bll‘.‘l:ll‘l ...... Sputum for B. Tuberculosis ............ 6 33
{:ctteml Practitioners ....iveoiivissassisssiavine oputum for B. Tuberculosis ............ — 11
General Practitioner cessenrenrnnrnnennnnnenseesnns  EIUK] from Pleural Cavity for Patho-
genic Drguntsms ............... - I
GLI’ILI’dl Prm.lltlmmrs Urmf: for Pdtlmgcmc Dr&,dmbmb 3 1
[Jcncml Pr: lLlllmnen Swahs for C. Diphtheriae ............... 10
Gencral Pmc!tlmm.rs R R e - () Haenml:.rtac Streptococei ... 3 hd
{_:'rencr:il Pruclilinners Swuhs for Vincent’s Angina ............ | 5
General Practitioners ... e R e Miscellaneous Specimens for Patho-
genic Drgdmsm:-. it SO 1
General Practitioners ............................. Faeces for Patlmgr:mc Drganlsms iy 3 3
Medical Ofhicer of Health .........c........o..c.... Faeces for F‘Jthng::mt. Drgmusms 7 11
Medical Officer of Health . Fa,eces f{‘.ll' ani Polsomng Drhanmms - 2
Creneral -Practiionens: . o.ooniisii e Blund fn::r lddl 2

AMBULANCE FACILITIES

These are provided by the Northumberland County Council under the National Health Ser-
vice Act. 1946.

Three ambulances, a car and six drivers are stationed in Morpeth and serve the Borough.
Pegswood and the western part of the Morpeth Rural District, and part of Castle Ward Rural
District.

NURSING IN THE HOME

Under the National Health Service Act. 1946. the Northumberland County Council is the
authority solely and directly responsible for Home Nursing Services.

Three nurses are stationed in Morpeth. Their work includes both general nursing and midwif-
ery. and they serve the Borough and adjacent parts of Morpeth Rural District.

CHILD WELFARE CLINICS AND CENTRES

The Northumberland County Council is the Maternity and Child Welfare Authority for the
Borough and clinics are held as follows:

Infant Welfare Clinc, Gashouse Lane ......... every Monday 9.30 12 noon: 1.30—4 p.m.

Antenatal Clinic. Gashouse Lane ............... alternate Thursdays: 9.30-—12 noon: 1.30-—4 p.m.
alternate Thursdays: 1.30-—4 p.m.

Orthopaedic Clinic. Gashouse Lane .......... . every Friday: 9.30—12 noon: 1.30—4 p.m.

Speech Therapy, Gashouse Lane ............... every Thursday: 130 4 p.m.

Eye Clinic e tettitereeiesssriiresssiresessneneen. every third Tuesday in month: 9.30—12 noon;
1.30—4 p.m.

Diphtheria Immunisation. Gashouse Lane ... first Friday in month: 1.30—4 p.m.

Child Welfare Centre, Common Camp ......... alternate Fridays: 1.30 -4 p.m.



WATER

Morpeth is supplied partly with water obtained from the Council’s borehole at Gubeon and
Tranwell and partly with water bought from Tynemouth Corporation. The water is chlorinated.

During the vear the supply has been adequate, the pressure sufficient and the quality satis-
factory.

The average daily consumption from the Borough undertaking was approximately 82585
gallons, and the daily quantity from the Tynemouth supply approximately 247,415 gallons.

SECTION C

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

The total daily consumption was 330,000 gallons.

Water mains were periodically Aushed and defects prompily remedied.
The private development of a site south of Loansdean for housing. involved an extension of

the Council’s water mains as follows:
817 vards of 4” diameter main.
562 yards of 3" diameter main.

Sampling of Water for Bacteriological Examination.

During the vear, 28 samples of water were taken at different peints in the Borough and sub-
mitled to the Public Health Laboratory for bacteriological examination. with the following results:
Resull of Examination

Mo, of
Organisms per 100 ml. water

Mo. of
Sample

- A

20.
21.

%

23
24,
25.
2.
i

28.

Daie

Obtained

s

19.5.55
19.5.55
7.9.55
1955
7.9.55
T.9.35

Place of collection.

Poitery Bank A e E s e o S e S
MeGill's Yard, Bridge Streel .....ocoovviviinvens
Salisbury Street, Cuiters Buildings ..................
A LI e B s e
Fulbeck s e e e R R v
Fulbeck P e et e e e L R
T e, e T S o R T
RO e e e L A e e e e e ]
Fulbeck
Fulbeck
Fulbeck
Fulbeck
Fulbeck S e T
Fulbeck e N L P
Fulbeck

Fulbeck

East Lane End

East Lane End

East Lane End

Peacock Gap

Pottery Bank

Dawson Place

Girls' High School w2 W P

Cricls’ High Schoal . iciieieiies
Corporation Yard, Bridge Sireet
Doggar Bank e M et e e TR
Spelvit Lane

S1. Mary's Field

Ml
Mil
[
Mil
Mil
Mil
Mil



Sampling of Water for Chemical Analysis.

Two samples of water were submitted to the Public Analyst for Chemical Analysis on 19th

May. 1955 and 29th November. 1955, respectively and the Analyst’s reports thereon are as follows:

Chemical Resuls, Parts per million.

Sample No. | Sample No. 2
Ioial sohds dried at 180" C, ........ 244 190
Chlorine as Chlorides R R e e s 21.3 16
Free Ammonia e e L Trace 0.06
Albuminoid AMIMONIE  ...ciceeriovrraisesrrsreisieiis 0,03 .04
Mitropen a5 MNirates o e e s 0,05 0.30
Oxvgen absorbed (4 hours at 80° F.)........o.... A2 24
B | o T T R e R et e B R 155 126
Permanent Hardmess .........ccccoceeiiniiniinainana, 20 1
Temporary Hardness .......coooeeceevinniineninaienns 135 125
Lead ‘and COPPET ..cociarvmcrvsrrnnsmmnirmsnsssnasnnses None Mone
Iron it IR e e g S L 0.1 0.1
Appearance and colour (Hazen Degrees 20) ... Pale Yellow Exceedingly Pale Yellow

and clear and clear

LT | B T o ] e e e o et T Satisfactory Sansfactory
Microscopical Examination of Deposit ..., e Satisfactory Satisfactory
B | - e o) 7.0 7.2

Report on Sample No. 1.

This sample of water 1s of satisfactory organic purity and it contains no deposit for micro-

scopical examination.
I am of the opinion that the water is suitable for drinking and domestic use.

(signed) W. Gordon Carey.

Report on Sample No. 2.

This sample of water is of satisfactory organic purity. It is practically colourless and it has
been adequately hliered, it is also free from taste or odour.

I am of the opinion that the water is suitable for a public supply.

(signed) W. Gordon Carey,
Public Analyst.



SANITARY INSPECTOR’S

ANNUAL REPORT.

Year ending 31st December,

1955.
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HOUSING
Srructural Biefects: oo die i s e R Al 37 12 19 12 carried forward from 1954)
[Pefective Food SI0TE - oooive sori i - s - - e
R D 13 13 13 13
Dvererowding coiiiaiaiisidiiicinii s e 3 2 1 2 i
WATER SUPPLY
InEREIENE i R e e | | 1 | i
Elnsafiskactory | o i nnig — - - — =
DRAINAGE
Insuificient 27 27 27
B e UE Y e S e Rl L LR L el 4 4 4 4
SANITARY CONYENIENCES
[ F LR LT 1 | TR S S 1 4 4 —_ 4
[EREEE G e, Sers ghGe SURae RO e DT ee 12 12 3 12 -
Shapsiaein: o wf L Bi oen Sl ERS plers ST 15 [ — 1 T »" "
Eaid: P ramisiate o coro it S bR e 210 8 —- by
Dairies e a0 - =
Slaughtierhouses ... 1121
Tenis, Yans. elc. -
Offensive Trades e e e R -
Factories and Workplaces .. .....ocoiiiiiiisiioinns 47 — =
Keeping of Animals 12 5 1 5
Insanitary Ashpils and Bins ... .. ...........c.ociues 78 78 i T8
Offensive  Accumulations i 6 | &
Emoke MNUISAMCES oot e e an s g 2 | 2
e B B e e e ) T | 44 202




The following table gives a summary of the work effected:

By Informal By Slalutory

Action Motice Total
Sanitary Convenicncea.
Privy and Privy Ashpits Abohshed .. 2 — 3
Privy and Privy Ashpits Repaired ............ccccciiviinnn. | - |
PailClosels: ABONENE" o, ins in e v ola s S5 ena d —— _ —_
Water Closets Provided T i L e S 4 — 4
Mo, of above for which Grant was given under P.H.A.

T e R -—— - -—
Sanilary Bins Provided .........cccoiciiiiiiiinire s - - -
Sanilary Bins Benewed ... e 78 —_ 78
Drainage.

MWew Drains constructed  oiiiiiieiioismretsaaannsnin 27 - 27
Drains repaired and reconstrucied e 12 — 12
Additional Gullies provided ... ... 20 - 20
Old Gullies replaced ...t —_ - —
Scullery Sinks provided .............. e et S k. - 3
Sink Waste Pipes repaired ... 10 — 10
Sink Waste Pipes Irapped .. ..coooiiriiiiiuineinsirenniainns 1 —_ 2
Yards repaired or reconstructed ... — — —_
Water Supply.

Sources closed or discontinued—Nil. Number of Houses—Nil.
New Service Provided.

(a) By Local Authority 79 Number of Houses 79,

(b) By Private Owners 22 Number of Houses 22.

Complaints.

Two hundred and forty five complaints were recorded during the year, all of which were
dealt with, and the number of inspections arising from the complaints was 601. The following list
shows details of structural work carried out under the heading “Housing™ in a preceding table.

Ceilings renewed | Other visits and inspections of the District under
Ceilings repaired e R R S 3 ihe Public Health Act, 1936, were as follows:
Chimney Stacks rqmm.d | Disinfections carmied out ...............o.. 23
Coal Stores repaired .. I Infectious diseases investigated ......... 2
External Doors repaired .................. 4 Public Sanitary Conveniences ............ 121
External Walls repointed 2 Yards, Courls and Passages .....__...... 30
Internal Doors repaired ... .......... 1 WALETCOUTEEE o e vl I2
Roofs repaired : 5 10 Sewape Disposal Works B 42
Rain Waler Gutlers Il."r.lllll.*i.l A 3 Refuse Dhsposa] Grounds S
Rain Waler Spouls repaired ... 2 Places of Public Entertainment ...
Sash Cords renewed : 4 Market ; i
Septic Tanks cleansed k! Licensed Premises B
Wooden Floors repaired [ Bels Shops: i e e T 12
Window Fasteners renewed I Fairgrounds . e A
Water Pipes repaired | Temporary Hmmm iR et
Ventilation of Floors provided l Motor Works e i SRR &
TOTAL ...... 1% TOTAL 126




Smoke Abatement.
Two cases of excessive smoke emission were detected during the vear and were successfully
dealt with informally.

Verminous Premises.

The destruction of vermin received due attention during the year. Infestations of wvarious
kinds were dealt with by the application of approved insecticides and other methods.

The following table shows the work done under this heading. during the year:

Couneil Private Business
E-.pew:us Houses Houses Premises Totals

Hca< e A e e 2 — — 2
Cockroach s e S 10 | —_ 11
MOOROTINE i i ek 3 = - L
BElEBENE. e e e I - — |
Honse:-Fly, o osie i rln s i sy | e - 1

TOTAL 17 1 — 18

Pet Animals Act, 1951.

Three premises are licensed under this Act, two of the traders being from outside the Borough.
No contraventions of the Act were found during the year.

Rag Flock Act, 1951.

One building in the Borough is registered for the storage of Rag Flock. No contraventions of
the Act were found during the year.

Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949,

Work under thi_s Act has again been fully maintaied in accordance with the requirements of
the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.

Details of the work done are shown in the following table:

Local Auth. Dwelling  Business  Agriculiural Total

Property Houses Premuses Property
Impuhnm man.lc e e R L T e T 36 1126 675 16 1873
Treatments by local .mlhm:h ............................. 2 fl 13 .- T6
Treatments by private Persons ............occoeeveeienenns - | 2 - - 3
Treatmenis by Area Agricultural Executive Commiltee - —- — 2 2
MNotices served e e e e e I 2 4 18 25

Destruction of Moles.

Occasional outbreaks of Moles are dealt with by a specialist in Mole catching employed by
the Council.

Infestations at the Tranwell reservoir, Castle Woods, Carlisle Park and the Sports Stadium

received attention.

Despatch of Domestic Animals.
During the year 9 domestic pets have been disposed of by the department. some at the request
of the owners and some al the request of the Police Authorities.



Drainage and Sewerage.

[he sewage disposal works continued to function to the limits of their capacity and under
ereal difficulty.

In August 1955, an Inspector of the Ministry of Housing and Local Government held a Pub-
lic Inquiry into the Council’s proposals to extend and modernize the works at an estimated cost
of £95,000. Subsequently the Minister suggested that some economies and reduction in the extent
of the improvements might be effected and a modified scheme estimated to cost £68,000, was pre-
pared and submitted to the Minister.

Al the end of the year permission to commence work had not yet been received, but 1t 1s
hoped that it will not be long delayed since the load on the disposal plant is constantly increasing
as the result both of Council Housing schemes and of the extensive development of housing es-

tates now being carried out by private enterprise. Further private development is probable on a
considerable scale.

Private Developments South of Loansdean.

Soil Sewers: 410 yards 127 diameter.
540 yards 9" diameter.
70 yards 6" diameter.

Surface Water Sewers: 100 yards 18" diameter.
90 yards 15" diameter.

80 yards 127 diameter.

220 yards 9" diameter.

Refuse Collection.

This is done by direct labour. Refuse is collected daily and is deposited at Deuchar Park,
where the work of filling and levelling made good progress. The tip face is now considerably narr-
owed due to the contracting site contours and much more work has had to be undertaken in pip-
ing the Churchburn to keep pace with the tipping.

No serious nuisance arose from the tip during the year and every effort is made to keep it as
clean as possible.
Rivers and Streams.

The Wansbeck. and other streams running through the Borough were regularly inspected
during the year and cleansed when necessary, It is noticeable that not quite so much refuse has
been collected from the Wansbeck during the year. which. it is hoped shows some increasing re-
gard for this natural beauty spot.

Camping Sites.

There are no camping sites within the Borough.
Swimming Baths.

There are no swimming baths within the Borough.
Schools.

There are five Primary schools. one Secondary Modern school, two Grammar schools and one
Commercial college. in the Borough. All have main drainage and sewerage. and main water supply.



FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 and 1948,

Al the end of 1955 there were. in the Borough, 8 factories without mechanical power and 45

with mechanical power.

The following table gives details of the inspections made and results thereof during 1955. No

cases arose necessitating official action.

1. INSPECTIONS

Number of
Premises Mumber on — -
Register | Written (ccupiers
Inspections Molices Prosecuted
(1} Factories in which Sechions
1. 2. 3. 4 and 6 are to be
enforced by Local Author-
ilies i e e e bt 12 —. —_—
{111 Factories not included in (1)
in which Section 7 is enfor-
ced by the Local Authority | 43 | 15 —_ —
(it} Other premises in which Sec- |
tion 7 15 enforced by the
Local Authorily (excluding
outworkers’ premises) ... = ; — — -
Total S R e S i3 47 - —
2., CASES IN WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOU ND.
Mo, of cases in which defects were found (Mo, of cases
s I e e T o
P“l []s I.Il;ll = | Fnund | HL‘ml."lilli‘d o pr‘_lbccutlnni
: ! To HM. | By HM. were
P . el i == T =T | Inspector Inspector instituted
Want of cleanliness ; = == el | L
Overcrowding ARRV e A ]| = it i 5 = | o
Unreasonable lemperalure ......... | — — [ —_— ; = —_
Inadequaile ventilation ............... — — | e | - =
Ineffective drainage of floors ... [ — — | — e i
Saniary Conveniences : |
{al Insufficient N 0| — = =N = -y
(b} Unsuitable or delective —_ i — A T
(c) Mot separate for sexes.. . .. = =— = — —
Other offences against the Act ... | — — = [ — i
Total o ' — = = = g

There are no outworkers registered in the Borough.



SECTION D

HOUSING

TABULAR STATEMENT OF HOUSING FOR THE YEAR 1955
Houses completed during the year:

(2): By Local Authority ... G 09
(b) By other Bodies or Persons .................. 22

CLOSING AND DEMOLITION.

1. Houses demolished in Clearnce ATCAS.........ioviviiniiniveiivssmims doses s ses i sammis: —-
2. Houses demolished not in Clearance ATEAS ..........oociviiiviniveiniemsnsinsnssessnsrsnnsas —
3. ‘Houses closecd. mot GemalISIE il v ds an e n S e e o A e i R Sl 4
4. Any other houses permanently discontinued as dwellings and not included in above

REPAIRS

Houses made fit by procedure under either Housing or Public Health Acts:

15 o IDTOETAL MERIE o s s e o e S e R B e T S i e SRR 37
2. By owners, Jollowing statutony MOHCE ..ot s isiusassns densmais s s nad s b
3. By Local Authority in deFault OF OWNEES. ;... iusiiisismmiieisssss s e s —
4. Demolition Orders revoked after reconstruclion ........iveessssedvisissisisssssassssinsnsnns -

IMPROVEMENT GRANTS, HOUSING ACT, 1949
Mo, of Separaic

Houses
I. Applications submitted to local authority during year ............ccooviiviiiiiiiininnn, 9
2. Applications rejected 2

Anpheations approved: oot e s e e e T

2
4. Total number of applications approved in area since inception of scheme ............ 16



SECTION E

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD
Milk Supply.

There are five registered dairy premises and ten licensed distributors of mulk.

Four licences to retail Tuberculin Tested milk. six to retail pasteurised milk and five to retail
sterilised milk were issued. One distributor with Dairy premises outside the Borough was granted
a renewal of a supplementary licence, and is included in the numbers given: only one distributor
deals with raw milk produced within the Borough.

All dairy premises were inspected periodically, and found generally satisfactory. When nec-
essary, helpful advice and instruction were given to maintain the good standard the Borough en-
joys.

Milk Samples.

Sixteen samples of milk were taken and submitted for examination for cleanliness and eight
sumples of pasteurised milk submitted for the P hosphatase test. The results are set out in the
following table:

Class of Milk Mo, of ‘HI!I;‘I]L\ IdLLn Test applied Passcd Failed
Tuberculin Tested (Raw) ...... 8 H..lh\]l.nr. Bluc
H _ Reductase 8 —
Tuberculin Tested (Past.) . 2 Phosphatase 2 —_
Pasteurised ... ...l 6 Methvlene Blue
Reductase 5 |
Phu\.;‘h]'l..ll’lm. fi —
Totrals 23 |
Ice Cream.

Eight samples of ice cream were procured during the year for bacteriological examination and
submitted to the Methylene Blue Test.

T of the samples were placed in provisiona! grade 1.

I sample was placed in provisional grade 2.

These were very satisfactory.

Meat Inspection.

During the vear. tiz inspection of meat at the Staithes Lane Slaughterhouse. and at the in-
dividual Butchers Shﬂps was fully maintained and the following table gives details of the number
of animals dealt with during the vear and the condemnations made h-}. the Meat Inspectors:

Month Catle Sheep Pigs Calves Totals
January 102 354 82 3 541
February 02 370 HE 2 562
March 126 ahd 167 5 6 |
April H9 | 88 100 - 357
May &7 197 [ 2 387
Iune ) 172 0l | 293
Tuly 79 363 il e 406
August 79 292 35 2 408
September 125 534 B3 3 737
Cclober R3 134 75 2 KLV
Movember 138 545 |48 I Baz
December b 29 235 1 541
Totals 1135 182 | 240 22 6219

The total number of animals dealt with during 1955 was therefore 6.219. a decrease of 2.882.
compared with the total for 1954,



Carcases and Offall inspected and condemned in whole or in part.

Cattle Sheep
Excluding Cows  Calves and Pigs Horses
Cows Lambs
Mumber killed T AR R A S e i e R 86 50 22 821 1240 —_
Mumber inspected. i snsiaivisni i sy 1086 50 22 3521 1240 —
All diseases except Tuberculosis and Cysticerci
Whole Carcases condemmed ..............cococeeeen = - i 11 i —
Carcases of which some parl or organ was
condemned i R e O P e, 2146 -— l 198 0 —

Percentage of the number inspected affected

with disease other than tuberculosis or 2
cyslicerci 22.65 — 9.1 .47 59 _

Tuberculosis only fapproximale percenlages)

Whole carcases condemned . ..ooiiiiiiiiinns — e — —_ - —_

Carcases of which some parl or organ was
condemned’ i R 29 4 — - — =t

Percentage of the number inspected affected
wWith TIberculosis ... iisairsmnrasiasnssan 2.67 h - - — —_

(approx.)
Cysticercosis

Carcases of which some parl or organ was
condemned e - — — = - =

Carcases submitted to treatment by refrig-
eralion el T R — — — e == e
Generalized and totally condemned .. ... ....... -— —_ = — ) s

Weight of Meat, organs and offal condemned and surrendered during the year amounted to:
12 tons Scwts. 2qrs. 18st. 121bs.

Slaughterhouses and Licensing of Slaughtermen.

On July Ist, 1955, The Slaughter of Animals (Prevention of Cruelty) (Amendement) Regula-
tions, 1955, came into force and made further provisions for the care of animals awaiting slaugh-
ter. and the methods of slaughtering, including special provisions for the slaughter of horses at
slaughterhouses, provided for this purpose.

The slaughterhouses at Morpeth were already fully equipped to cover these matters: there are

no horse slaughterhouses at Morpeth.

During the year 18 Slaughtermen’s Licences were issued. such licences now expiring 12 months
from date of issue. Each licence also now states the kind of animals which a licensee may slaughter

and the type of stunning instrument which may be used.



Food Premises.

In the Borough there are 140 food premises on the Register and the types of business are
shown in the following table: in the case of General Dealers, the main line of business is given.

Type of Business Mumber
Butchers g e o e e L . Y 11
Bakers : e e e R e 5
Confeclioners 5
R I'u.mnl'- 3
Cafes. Snack Bars, elc. 14

Cooked Meats e e e 2
l.l.urn.s .................................... 5
Fruiterers .lml ‘{JI-.-.nLrLrLLh .................... )
Fishmongers k!
IFish Fryvers 4
Frozen Foods and I’mlllu 1
(_ll"t'lll.,.l,l‘"-. e e A e s e 39
Hotels and Licensed Premises 23
Mineral Water Works ... 2
Wines., Spirits (OfF Lu.l.nu.h 4

Of the above. the undermentioned are registered under the Food and Drugs Act, 1938:

Tvpe of Business Mumber
Butchers Shops ! Mivnes B o DRt ol et e T
Preserved Meals e S L e R e )
ey [ [l e 1) R o A e i e 4
leel Cream: ratarlers: | i e R R
Iced Lolly Manufacturers . .oooiiieiiiieviasrnnes 3

During the year, food premises were visited and inspected under the provisions of the Food and
Drugs Act and Clean Food Bye-laws of the Borough. The standard of hygiene was found gener-
ally good and it was pleasing to find that many traders were making great efforts o improve their
premises and equipment.

No case was found requiring statutory action by the Council.

Food Inspection,

During the year the following foodstuffs were examined and surrendered and subsequently
destroyed.

Commodity Quantity  Reason for (.vr:dn.rnndllun Weight
= E. Ibs. Czs.
Tinned Fruits 142 tins  Blown and damaged lLns 185 4
TI_IlﬂEd Meats 75 Lins Blown and damaged tins 578 24
Tinned Vegelables 67 tins  Blown and damaged tins 96 —
T!r:nl:d l_"_rE'EEH-'ES 4 tins Blown and damaged tins 10 h
Tinned Fish 2 tins  Blown and damaged tins 1 54
FNinned Milk 6l tins Blown and damaged tins 3l 12
Bacon 14 ihs Fly Blown 14 —_
Fishcakes 48 Staleness 12
Beef (Imported) 427 lbs Bane Taint 427
Pork (Imporied) 155 lhs Moulds 155

Pies 1 4 Contamination 7

e e - m— = .2

Total w-.. hl HH —-

The total weight of foodstuffs condemned during the year therefore was:

12tons 19cwits. 2grs. Osts. 4lbs. 0 ozs.



SECTION F
PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES

Hospital accommodation for cases of infectious disease 1s now provided by the Regional Hos-
pital Board at Walkergate Hospital, Newcastle.

TABLE SHOWING ANALYSIS OF NOTIFIED CASES OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES
UNDER AGE GROUPS.

| | | & | |
= = ’ - - . =
z | = IEI S| ElEIE]E| B | 8
& ; - - " a & | = = & | = = [ =
: gl-®=| & |E| =4 @& ]| d)o|= =
Disease A e | @ | B @ e B | e | B | e | gw |
s - i o= o -+ - - - - + - = = =
= o = (=1} - - ry (ta] b= o o |t =" =
B Bl L N RS R R
AU LR T B T R
A — ———— e Helict] ] —_——
Measles ... i (G I v B T RS = e oy e
Whaooping Cnﬂgh 1 — o Bt Wi bl Smets bt ol e B il — -
Divsentery | | — = Al e 3 13 18 | 13 | 26 14 12 105 | — =
|
Pneumonia —_ == —_—] - = | = [ (e = 1 1| — ;.
1
Scarlet Fever .. r| = | = — | == 1] 3 =|— — | — —_ = = 4| = —
Erysipelas 3 — —_—] == = | 1 = [ N L I 1T S (ol i (i = e
Meningococcal ‘llcr"llu ifg covn| — | 1 | =— | — | — e e S e | e e - —
Foliomyelitis .. i e M| | 1| = | = | _— =1 - 1| — — = 31 E] 1
] | 1

SONNE DYSENTERY

There were 105 cases of this disease notified and of these 101 occurred during February and
March. in an institution within the Borough. Such outbreaks are fairly frequent sources of consid-
erable trouble in hospitals of this type where control of the discase, always difficult, is made ex-
ceptionally so by reason of the kind of patient and the amount of overcrowding existing at the
present time.

Only 4 cases were notified in the rest of the population and of these 3 were members of one
family.

The true incidence of this disease must, however, be a matter for conjecture since many cases
recover without seeking medical attention and. of those who do require treatment, many are not
notified. despite the fact that the condition is legilly notiiable.

ACUTE ANTERIOR POLIOMYELITIS

Three cases of this disease occurred during the year and, although all lived in the same quarter
of the town no common source of infection and no connection between them could be found.

The first patient. a man of 47 years, had a prolromal illness from which he apparently recov-
cred and he returned to work for several days. The secondary illness was characterised by rapidiy
spreading paralysis which proved fatal about three days after its onset.

The second patient was a small child who developed weakness of one leg but subsequently
made a good recovery.

The third patient. a woman of 32 years. had a severe illness which left her with considerable
disability.

No cases of non-paralytic disease were notilied.



DIPHTHERIA.

For seven years no case of this disease has occurred and for nine years it has caused no deaths.

DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION.

During the year. 133 pre-school children and 142 school children completed a course of

primary immunisation, while 42 pre-school and 195 school children received reinforcing injections.

At 31.12.55 it was estimated that the immunity indices for the different age groups were as

follows:
Children under 1 year .. ... 12.88%
Children aged 1—4 years .............c.ccc...... 87.00%
Children aged 5—14 years ...........c.cc...... 18.89%
All children under 15 years ..................... T4.67%

MORTALITY FROM MALIGNANT NEOPLASMS DURING 1955

S D m o —

'r |
k-

Site | MALES FEMALES
5 |
W |
I
i

-

Total

65 - 74

55

- I
Jaw EeiR e : :
Tonsil : i |
Nasopharvnx [
Oesophagns
Breast
Lung....
Stomach
Bile Duct
Colon
Ovary
Cervix
Prostate ...
Bladder

33
4

oL 0 e ) I B [ A
6L ] 0 B =i ) [ O

11 T I P
ST 1S O L

20 L[] oo (O

I
R [ 1 I

el

0 3 5 8 e 1
el ==l 1]~

SR

i

=
e
o

Totals 30 il g

Death Rate per 1,000 of the population — 1.68.

Death Rate from Malignant Neoplasms of Lung and Bronchus — 0.28 per 1.000.

Death Rate from Malignant Neoplasms of Lung and Bronchus in England and Wales — 0,389,
Death Rate from Malignant Neoplasms of all other sites — 1.40 per 1.000.

Death Rate from Malignant Neoplasms of all other sites in England and Wales — 1.667.



TUBERCULOSIS

New Cases and Mortality during 1955.

Age Groups

Under 1 yvear

1 - 4 years

3 - 14 vears

15 - 24 vears

25 - M vears

35 - 44 vears

43 - 34 vears

23 - 04 vears
65 - 74 years ...
75 years and over
Age Unknown ...

Total

NEW LASES DEATHS

esp Non-Resp. Kesp. Non-Itesp.

M FF M F Total| M F | M IF Total
e i = ) o = el e s s
R M Sl e ) P (e = e T
1 ! 2| = | = 3 — e e e
1 | 2 — == 3 1 1 — —_— 2
3 1 - = 4 — —_ . - -
S —_ e 2 — -- —_ 2
2 ! — | = | 3 1 1 — - 2
2l 2SS el = e
- 2 - [ iz —_ - - —_ =
0 (e Rt (BT ey = B e (o L R
9 8 | — | — ' 17 5 2 | -  — il

{9 of these cases were institulional)

(2 were not notified prior to death)
* not notified in Borough

(5 deaths occurred in an institution.)

Death Rate from Respiratory Tuberculosis, per 1.000 of the population — 0.65.

Deuath Rate from Respiratory Tuberculosis, per 1.000 of the population in England & Wales - 0.13.









