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ANKUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
FOR 1539.

et e LT

To the ¥oyor, Aldermen and Councillors of the Borough
of Worveth.

R

I have the honour to submit the Anmual Report of the
Medical Officer of Health for 1838, bearing upon the
health and sanitary conditions of the Borough.

As my appointment as your Medical Officer of Health
dates from the lst Qotober, 1939, the report for the whole
year is compiled from the statistics and statements of the
officers in charge of the various sections of the Public
Health Department, and to them I am grateful for much
valued asaiztanca.

Owing to tuac laerecsing pressure of work on the
Departments of the local Authority, the Report in accordance
with the instrustions of the Hinister of Health is
presented in an abridged form.

Hence thare is recorded only information relating to
gertain essential and outstanding matters ¢ anected with
the Health services.

With the outbreak of hostilities, Eﬁgsing activitiles
which hitherto had been progressing in a very satisfactory
manner, have come to a complete standstill, and no further

building operations can be looked for until the termination

of the war.
I have the honour to be,
ir. Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors,
Your obedient 3ervant,
JANES ANGUS,
148 3tation Road, Medical Officer of Health,
Ashington. Borough of Horpeth.

December, 1940,









BOROUGH OF WMORFETH.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

FOR 1959,

SECTION _ A.

Statistics and Social Conditions of the Area.

Area in acres = 2813,

Hegistrar General's Estimate of
(2) Resident population mid 1839....c00eesse...9732
(o) Average population appropriate to the

caloulation of death rates...csssessrerssss 8874

Areal comparabllity fector 18..revecssnrasssna0aB4
Rateable wvalue - £52601.
Sum represented by a penny rate - £203.

Homber of inhablted houses (end of 19359) according

to Hate Sooks - 24E58.
Vital Btatiatica.
.E..:.]:.’;-'E.? =
Live Births. Total. kale. Femals.
Legltineto. s vssennas 151 Bl brifa]
Il]ﬂgitimtﬂ--'---'f- E El ! 3
Blrth Rate per 1,000 of the eatimated resident population -
15.13.
3till Births. Total. Male . Female .
!—'E.F;itimatElII-llll-ilii 5 E 5
Iller?;itimteiililllll 1 - 1

Rote per 1,000 total (ldve and.stiIl) births - 36.81.

Deaths: -

Total. Male. Female .

Decth rate per 1,000 of the average population - 13,08
Death Rote multiplied by arcal comparability factor - 12.28.

Deaths Irom puerperal caunses (headings 29 and 30 of the
Registrer General's short list):-

Dacths. Rate per 1,000 total
{live and atill)births.
No.29 Puerperal Sepsig.i..e. = -
lo.30 Other Puerperal causea 1 B.l5
Totalasans 1 B.13



Death Hate of Infants under one year of age:=-

All infants per 1,000 1llive BIrths ....uvisssssvssssassss 24,58
Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate llve births.... 26,49
Illegitimate infants per 1,0001llegltimate live birtha.500

Deaths from Cancer (Bll BEeB)eecsssssssssrsnsarsassnsssess 10
Deaths from Measlez (all Aged)evsssessssivacvnssnsssnnsasy 0O
Deaths from Whooping Cough (21l agBl).eccccvnccnivasssess O
Deaths from Diarrhoea (under 2 years)esecssesscsssscsssss 0O

The HRegistrar General supplies the following table:-
CAUSES OF DEATH 1838.

]
@
-

Bl Female.

1, Typhoid and Paratyphoid Fevers
2. lieasles

wa. scarlet Faver

4. Whooping Cough

5. Diphtheria

6. Influenzao

7. Encephalitis Lethargica

8. Cerebro Spinal Fever

8. Tuberculosis of Hespiratory System
10, Cther tuberculosis

11. Syphilis

12. General Paralysis of insans,

Tabes Dorsalls

15: Cancer, malignant disease
14, Diabetes
15. Cerebral Haemorrhage, etec.
16. Heart Disease

17. Ansurysam

18. Other Circulatery diseases
19. Bronchitis

20, Pneumonia (all forms)

21, Other resplratery diseases
22, Peptic ulecer

23. Diarrhoea (under £ years)

24. Appendicitils

25, Cirrhosis of Liver

26, Other diseaseszs of Liver

27. Other digestive diseases

28, Acute and Chronlic Nephritis
£289. Puerperal Sepais
S0, Other Puarperal causes
Sl. Con: deb: premature birth, eto.
we. Senility
33. 3ulelde
4. Other wvlolence
536. Other defined dlseases
36, Causes ill defined or unknown
37. Diarrhoea (2 years and over)
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Deaths of Infants under 1 year. Male. Female.

Legitimtaiiiiutvruul E‘ E
Illﬁgitimtﬂ- EE RN N E -

T“&ls..--lll!il-l-l!!l. 2

5



Mala, Female.

Live 'Birthsp Lﬁg.timtﬁu LR B I-I El :5
- Illﬂsltimnteiilliii!ll _5 _E
Tnt‘alql.iii.l'.fl‘*l'l E& ?5
Sti1l Births. B P e 3
IllEEitimtﬂm-ii TR o _1
Totalﬂ‘!lliiiiiil*Illl! _E _&
INFANTILE MORTALITY - 1%39.
Total Total
Causes of Und 1-8 8-% 3-4 under 1-3 3-6 6&=8 9-12 under
daath, 1 whk wlks whkas wks 1 mth mths mths mths mthas 1 yr.
Prematurlty X - - 1 2 = - - - =
Con: malform-
ations. - - - - - 1 - - - 1
Atalectasis 1 - - - 1 e - - 1
Injury at birth 1 = = = 1 - - - - 1
Pneumonia - - - - - - x: - - 1
Other causes - - - [ - - 1 - = 1
Totals R R e | 4 1 oninl - 7

There were no deaths registered as being attributed to the
following causes:= Measles; Diphtheria; Whooping Cough;
Diarrheoea and Enteritis; Meninglitis Tubercular; Abdominal
Tuberculosias; Atrophy, debility, Marasmus; Erysipelas; Syphilia;
feningltis Non-Tuberculaor; Convulsions; Bronchitis.

et

SECTION B

General fFrovision of Health Services for the Area.

LABORATORY FACILITIES.

Laboratory focilities are available at the Lubﬂr&tnig
belonging to the Horthumberland County Counecil.

AMBULANCE 3ERVICES.

The ambulance is a new Bedford 27.34, reglstered June 28th
1939.

No, of coses carried by new ambulance during the year
1839 - 8B.

NURSING IN THE HOME.

District ﬁursaa -2,

TREATMENT CENTRES AND CLINICS.

The lMaternity & Child Welfare and Orthopoedic Clinics ars
operated by the lNorthumberland County Council.



(1)

(2)

(3)
(4)

-4-

HOSPITAT3, Publie and Voluntary.

The Cottage Hospital, incorporating the Margaret and
John Oliver Memorial.

Staff.- 1 Matron, 1 sister, 2 asasistant nurses, 3
probationer nurses.

Accommodation for 23, as follows - three single private

rooms, 2 double private reoms, 1 ward for 10 males, and
1 ward for 6 female patients.

Public Assistance Institution of the Northumberland
County Council, Hewgnte Street.

8t. George'a Hospital, Horpeth.
i |
Infactious Disecses Hoapital, Borough of Morpeth,

h".-""-'u.: - 1'll

HATTRNITY AND CHIID WELFARE. The Northumberland County
Council ig the Welfare Authority for the Borough.

Infant Welfare Centre, Parish Hall, every Monday, 10 - 4.
Ante Natal Clinie, Town Hall, alternate Thmrsdays 10,30.

SECTION C.
SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

Water.

The Corporation owns its own water undertaking and
2 supplementary supply is obbained from the Tynemcuth
Corporation Water Works. Several semples of water were
taken from stand pipes in different parts of the Town.
These samples were sent to the County Laboratory ot

.Newburn and the reports were very satisfactory.

Drainoge and Sewerags.

47 new drains were inspected. .

Rivers and 3treams.

o action was found to be necessary.

Closst Accummhdatian;

51 new additioml water closets were astabliahﬂﬁ:during
the year. ;

Eradication of bed bugs.

(1) lumber of Council Houses fourd to be lnfested during
the year was Nil.

Humber . of private houses found to be infested during
the year was 23, which were disinfested.



(2) Spraying with Zaldecide,
{(3) B8ee (2) zbove.

{4) Disinfestation has been carried out by or under the
supervision of the Assistant Sanitary Inspector.

Schools.

There are 5 schoals for elemantary SBhﬂﬂl children and 2
achools for secondary education, all hving 4 water supply from
the Corporzticn maina and modern sanitory conwenlences.

SECTION D.

Housing.

Tne following is a tabular statemsnt for the year
1938. ; :

HOUSING (CONSOLIDATED) REGUIATIONS 1825,

Number of new houses erected during the year-

¥ith State Unaided. Totbel.
asaistance.

By Local Authority - = =

By other Bodies or Persons - 25 25

Inapection of Dwelling houses during the year :-

1. (a) Total number of dwelling houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health or o) N
Hﬂmins :Rc'tS}III A F W llll R B & E @ W aﬁﬁ

(b) Humber of inspections made for the purpose ... 265

2, (a) Number of dwelling houses (included under sub-
head (1) above), which were inspected and
recorded under the Housing Consolidated
Heallltiﬂm, 1925 LI L lll‘- L L EE

{b) Number of inspections made for the pUPrpOSe ... 28

3. Number of dwelling houses found to be in a state
so dangercus or injurious to health as to be '
unflt for human habltation SEFA g P e a8

4, Humber of dwelling houses (exclusive of those
referred to under the preceding sub-head) found
not to be in all respects reasonably fit for
Iaman habitation. ... e A e . ees 227



-G

Remedy of Defects without service of formal notices.

Humber of defective dwelling houses rendered
fit in consequence of informal action by
Local Authority or lts officers ... ST g 1B89.

Aetlion under 3tatutory Powers.

(a) Proceedings undsr Sections 2, 10, and
16 of the Housing Act, 19836.

{1} Number of dwelling houses in respect of
which "notices" were served requiring
I‘Gﬁﬂir‘ﬂ & & @ 8@ [ ] N ] W W I'Iil

(2) Mumber of dwelling houses which were
rendered it after serwvice of formal
notices -

[ﬂ}E‘j'l:ﬂ'mBI'ﬂ e e R -aw Ty Nil
(b) By Local iuthority in default of
- 'D"l‘l"l'lEI"'B- L) Hil

(0) Proceedings under Public Health Acts.

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of
which notices were perved requiring
defects to be remedied. g BT PR i

{2) Mumber of dwelling houses in which
defacts were remedied after service
of formal notices -

[ﬂ] é? DWHEPE [ ] L ] 'R LA ] LN Hil
(b) By Local Authority in default of ;
Owners. see DiY

(¢) Procesdings under Sections 11 and 13 of
Housing Act, 1936,

(1) ¥umber of dwelling houses in
respect of which Demolition Orders

WETE mddg-- LU LN 8w L i': 53

(2) Bumber of dwelling houses undertaldng
demolished in pursuance of Demolition
Order. ) e “ww . e -..gi"lﬂ'cn.

(d) Proﬁaﬁdings under Section 12 of the
sl Housing Act, 1936,

(1} Fumber of separate tenements or
underground rooms in respect of :
which Closing Orders were made ... see Hil

(2) Number of separate tenements or
underground rooms in respect of
which Cloaing Orders were determined,
the tenement or room having been
rendered it ... e o P T Wil

Number of houses permanently discontimued as
dwellings aﬁg not 12;1E3ed_nhwve-- sear ess Ml
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SECTION E

Inspection and Supervision of Food.

WMilk Supply

There are eight Cowsheds and Dairies situated in the Borough.
All have been regularly inspected.

Several samplea of milk were taken during the year from the
different herds in the Borough, in none of which specimens were
found M.Tubereulosis. In one case a sample taken for
cleanliness there waa found B. Coli, due apparently to the
admixture of milk from another district, for on o sample being
taken at the dalry within the Borough no such contamination was
detected.

Ho. of Cow keepers - 7
Dairies and Milk purveyors - 10. Inspections made - 212,
lotieces served - 35,

oot and other Foods

Inspections of Slaughter Houaes, Butchers'! shopa, Butechera!
vehicles and places where food is prepared hava been carried out

by the Assistant Sanitary Inapector.

Public Slaughterhouses - B Inspections - 520
Private Slaughterhouses Notices served - 38
registered - 1
Unsound Meat surrendered: -
Beaf, Mutton. Pork. Livera.
456 85 82 &80
1bsa, 1bs. 1ba. 1ba,

Below is found in table form certain information relating
to the Ante and Post Mortem Inspections of animals.

Gattie ~Sheep
excluding Cows. Calves. & Pigs.
cows. Lambe .
HUMBER KILLED 284 208 12 2204 485
Fumber inspected 884 208 12 2204 485
All Diseases except
Tuberculosis
Whole carcases condemned - = - - -
Carcasea of which acme
part or organ was
condemned - 5 4 - -

Percentage of number
inspected affected with
disease cther than T.B. + 45




ol

Cattle Sheep
excluding Cows. Calves. & Piga.
cows. Lambs
Tuberculosis only
Whole carcase condemned - 1 - ~ =
Carcasesof which some
part or organ was
condemned & o - & &
Percentage of the
number inspected
affected with :
tuberenlosis - ; Yl « 06 - o -
SECTION F.

Prevalence of, and Control over, Infectlious and
other diseasen.

Cases of infectious diseases can be treated at the
Infectious Dlseasea Hospital (14 beds) situated on the
Common. Sometimes it has been found advantageous to
send infectious sick to the City Infectious Diseases
Hospltal, Walkergate.
3carlet Fever - 30 cases were reported duwing the year.,
Diphtheria - 6 cases were notified during the year.
Enterie Fever (including paratyphoid) - 1 case was notifisd.
Pneumonia - 10 cases were notified.

Puerperal Pyrexla =~ 4 cases were notified.
Erysipelas - 12 cases were notified.

Below is set out a summary of the incidence and age
distribution of these infections.

Und. 65 & Total.
Disecse. 1 yr.l- 2= 3= 4- 5= 10- 15- 20~ 35- 45~ over
3carlet

Fevar = - 2 8 1 IF. 5 1 o 1 1 - 29
Diphtheria - A R I i R R e = = G
Enteric

Fever (inc.

paratyphoid)= = - - - - - = = 1 t=! = 1

Puerperal

pyrexia - = = = = S T R L - - 4
Pneumonia - = = = = 1 - 2 3 o - B 11
Cerebro

Spinal

Fever - - = = = - = = 1 - - - 1
Ophthalmia

1
1
n
I
1
1
1
1
L
L
1
=

Neonatorum 1



und 65 &

i -scse, 1 yr.l- 2= 3= 4= 5= 10~ 15- 20~ 35= 45- Over Total.
Lyaantery = = = = = o= - = = = - - -
Erysipelas = SRR e R - I g o2 12

irl:’.lf.s 1 - = - - e - - - - - -_ 1
nooping

Cough 1 - = = = o= - - - - - = 1

TUBERCULQCSIS

New Cases and Mortality during 19359.

Wew Cases. Deaths.

reriods. Resp. Hon-Resp. Resp. Hon-Resp.

M. F. M. F. M. F. . F.
0] - - = - = = - -
5 -~ - - 5 b= = % o =
15 - 1 1 - 1 = - e 1
25~ - = - - 1. - - -
55~ - - - - - 1 - -
q-,!:_:...- - - - - - - - -
oh- - - - = - - - -
£S5 %
upwards - = - - - = = -
Totals: 1 1 5 3 1 1 - 1

Hen-notified deaths from Tubereulcosls - 2
Tetal deaths from Tuberculosias - 3.

SANITARY THSPECTOR'S REPORT FOR 1969 .

1. Defective and Insufficient Ash Accommodation 5l
2. Defective Water Closets and Privies 16
3. Obstructed Drains and Sinks 104
1, Defective Spouting and Dampness 14
5. fAccumulatlion of Manure i
6. Tnformal Notices served 268
7., Statutory Hotices served Hil
B, Patients removed to Hospitel 16
9, Booms dlsinfected 31
10. Disinfestation of household effects 75
_ . Factories and Workshops.
Factories with mechanized power - 10
Factories without - 4 - 40

Other premises under the Act (including Works of
bullding and Engineering Construction but not
including out-workers Premizes) - 22

Total:= il
Humber of Inspections lés
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Birth Rates, Death Rates, Analysis of Mortality,
Maternal Mortality and Case notes for certain Infectious
diseases In the year 1939.
Frovisional figures based on Weekly and Qﬁ%rturly Heturns.
126 1

County Boro'!s Smaller towns London

England and (Resident Administrat -
and Great Towns Populations ive
Wales. including 25,000 to 50,000 County.
LONDON. at 1931 Census)

Rates per 1,000 population.

Live Births 15.0 14,8 15,6 12. 5
Etill Births 0.59 0.59 0.7 0,44

Deaths.
AlT cauzes 12.1 12.0 11,2 11,9
Typhoid &

paratyphoid 0,00 0,00 0,00 Q.00
Small-pox - - - -
Measlas 0.01 0.01 0,01 Q.00
Scarlet Fewver 0.01 0.00 0,00 0,00
Whooping cough 0,03 0.03 0.082 0.03
Diphtheria 0,05 0,08 0.04 0,02
Influenza 0.21 0.19 0.20 0,18
Notifications.

me "'P’ﬂ‘:. ﬂ.ﬂU - - =
Scarlet fever 1.89 1.86 1.78 1.53
Bipht-hﬁriﬂ 1.14 1.21 1.16 0.98
Enteric 0.04 0,03 0,04 0.03
Erysipelas 0,34 0,40 0,31 0.37
Pneumonia 1.02 1.21 2,88 .99

Rates per 1,000 Live Births.
Deaths under
1l yr.of age 50 53 40 48
Deaths from
Diarrhoea and

Enteritis

under 2 yra.of

&Eﬂ 4[6 615 5-'D B¢E
Maternal

Mortality: -

Puerperal Sepsis 0,77 )

Othera 2,18 ) Not availables.

Total 2.93 )

Rates per 1,000 Total Births (Live & Still)

Maternal Mortality:-

Puerperal Sepais 0.74 )

Othera 2,08 ) Not available.
Total 2.82 3

Hotificationa: -

Puerperal Fever)is zs 17.26 12,99 o |
' Pyrexia ) 14,22






