[Report 1903] / Medical Officer of Health, Morpeth U.D.C. / Borough.

Contributors

Morpeth (England). Urban District Council.

Publication/Creation
1903

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/nudhhs9y

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode

o
S
i A F ki
d

<am.  MORPETH ___=—
URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.

S nnual ~ -~

= REPORES

GF THE

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

(AR, BUGH DICKIEE

AXD

BOROUGH SURVEYOR
(MR ]. DAYISON],

FOR THE YEAR 1903.

PRINTED BY J. & J. S. MACKAY, “HERALD OFFICE, MORPETH.

L
|

g g T

~




s,

e

MR, MAYOR AND GENTLEMEN,

In presenting tc you my Annual Repoit fur
the Borough of Morpeth, for 1933, 1 am glacd
1o b2 able to congratulate you on the good
progress that has been made, and on the
tairly satisfactocy rosulis that the figures of
the accompanying tables show. Far
accuracy a duaplieate set of figures has been,
where important facts are concarnaed, drawn
up, showing the vital statistics:—il) Where
the aetual increase by exeess of births over
deathsz ig supposzed to give a corvect idea of
th2 population: and also (IL) Where the
population is, I think righily, estimated at
7,000, In either case the figures arz satis-
lactory, and yvou will have reason 1o ha
pleased that we now compare very favourably
with other towns of this size, and with the
rest of England.

The Local Gevernment Beoard has drawn
up a list of subjects on which they wish
information, and on which a Mediecal
Utlicar's Report is 1o be based. I shall {ollow
these headings, thus:—

Physical Yeatures, &c., of the Disiricti.—
Morpeth lies low in the wvalley of ihs
Wansbeck, with ithe river running through itz
midst. Tts climate is, therefore, fairly mild
in spring and winter, but apt to become
close and relaxing in a hot summer. This
latter circumstance did not oceur last year,
go perhaps to this parily may be attributed
the almost entire absence of summer
diarrheea and infantile cholera. On the
olher hand, the liability {o flooding of certain
parts of the town when the season is very
wet, still exists, as was proved by the serious
flood in October last. The continued
existenca of the weir-heads iz a constant
manaea to the town in this divection, and,
as has bzen pointed out before, they contri-
bute a serious if more insidious caunse of
danger and ill-health, in that through them
the subzoil water i3 retained at an
abnormally high level beneath the fonnd-
ations of the houses. This cannot but lend
io the prevalence of rheumatism and
tubercular diseases among the inhabitants.

Bawage.—At last, during the past year, tha
Sewage Dispozal Scheme, by bacterial beds,
has been completed and 2et in working ovder.
The new Sewage Works have been publiely
opened, and have been in operation for over
iwo months. The method is briefly, the
liguefaction and destruction of the sewage
by bacteria. The actual process seems to
work most satisfactorily, and the efflusnt
diechargad is as purs, chemically, as lhe
requirements of the law and the rezulations
of the County Council demand. The
collec..on of the erude sewage has been well
engineered, but will, on account of the
dithenlties of levels, require careful super-
vizion. One of tha syphons in the low-lving
part of the town was blocked in ths late
autnmn for some weeks, with the result ihat

itha sewage overflowed into a burn and
created an  abominable nuisanece, and
probably waz accountable for one ease of
typhoid fever and one of puerperal
gopticmmii.

ouse Accommaodation.—The population

of Morpeth has increased litely in a much
greater degree than is shown in the table of
natural inersase by excess of hirths over
deaths. This is due principally to the
enterprise  of colliery owners in_ the
immediate vicinity, who have opened ont
i are in process of developing four pits
within easy ageess to the town, and whoae
workmen have no housing aceoummaodat ion o

-

speak of close to their work and who are
therefore compelled to find shelter in the
borough. This process of development is
still going on, and very soon a large pit is
expected to be opened about a mile out on
the East Road. The demand, therefore, for
workimen's dwellings is thus likely to be still
further increased. While ihe accommoda-
tion for the middle classes is apparently
gatisfactory, there is, for the reason given
above, a shortage of accommodation for that
particular class of people. The small houses
down the various yards—a class of house
which, were it poszible, should never, in
theory at least, be allowed to coniinue—and
ithe unsaiisfactory tenement properly in
Union Street still remain a2 crowded as ever,
while the reeently built suburb in Middle
Greens has been diveried from its original
purposze, as a residencs for the saving native
artizan, to elosely packed, often overcrowded
flats for th2 recently-come miners. This
gtate of matters has cauzed the necessity for
increased accommodation for workmen's
dwellings (o remain as urgent as ever it was.
It i3 to be hoped that privaie enterprise and
capital may be attracted {o remedy the want ;
but failing that, if ithe Council wish to retain
this increased population within tha
borough, they must consider whether it is
their duty and within their power io tackle
the guestion themszelves.

Excrement and HRefuse Disposal.—The
gyilem in Morpeth iz a mixed one. The ideal
nimed at by the Authority is that water-
closetz be universally used, but too many of
the old-fashioned and somewhat insanitary
methods are still in existence. Till recently,
on aeeount of possible deficiencies in water
supply, the hands of the Council were not
quite fres, but now they are righily insisting
wherever possible on the more modern and
correct system being substituted in  old
properiy, and insialled in the new. The
scavenging of the town is efficiently done by
ithe Corporation workmen, whose weekly
labour is now much lightened by the removal
of the Cattle Market from the streets to the
well-built and eommodious Cattle Market
opened during the year.

Water Supply.—The past year was a very
wet one, and the rnin}all much above the
average. The three reservoirs, Common,
Allery Banks, and Tranwell, were always in
good working order, and at no time was there
any deficiency in the quantity or gquality of
the water. A few complaints as to the pre-
sence of mud in the Tranwell water at times
were heard. This last supply iz largely sur-
facse water, hence a great strain is put on
the filter beds, and these reguire close
attention. The reserve supply of water from
the pumping station was not much callad
upon, but it was occasionally tested for
experimental purposes and found IE.'{EEIIEHL
in every respect. No town, especially one
growing as Morpeth is, ean have too many
sources of water, and any arrangement by
which, on emergency, an extra supply can
be obtained when required, is bound to mest
with approbation. The Council must
remember that the limit of the feeding
basinz to their present reservoirs has been
reached, while the demand for water caused
by increased population and the substilution
of water disposal of sewage for the old
methods is bound to go on inereasing.

Lodging-houses.—The registered lodging-
honses have been frequently inspected at all
hours of the day and also at night, and oll
found satisfactory withoul overcrowding or



nuisance. There are one or lwo ||I:||;;c3. in
the town which I have reason to believe are
practically lodging-houses, but not registered
and not subject to inspection.

Infections Disease and TIsolation.—The
town has been free, to a remarkable extent,
from infections disease during the yvear. We
have actually had no cases of diphtheria or
erysipelas, while the cases of typhoid and
scarlet fover have been very few., I think I
dare claim that some credit for this is due
to the Couneil for the rigorons house io honse
inspection made about two yvears ago; we are
gtill reaping the benefit of the many improve-
ments, little and greai, made as a con-
sequence of that course of action. In two
or three years time the Counecil might well
vepeat it. Three cases of small-pox oceurred
in the Union Workhouse, and were promptly
isolated in a special ward of the Fever
Hospital. These ocenrred among vagranis in
March, and no outbreak took place in tha
town. As this disease has been prevalent in

chicken-pox was made nolifiable in
September, and a few cases were reported
and verified. Secarlet fever cases Were rare,
and were as a rule promptly isolated with
most encouraging resulta.

Factories and Workshops.—In accordance
with Section 132 of the Factory and Work-
shops Act (1900), in company With the
Inspector, I have gone round the various
workshops of the town, and found the
ganitary conveniences and generni Arrange-
ments satisfactory and 1n mest cases
excellent. A few minor defects were pointed
out to the owners and improvement
promised. In all cases the cleanliness, air
space, ventilation, and drainage left little
to be desired.

In conclusion, I have to thank the Urban
District Council for their courtesy and
prompt attention {o any recommendation [
may from time to time have made to them.

HUGH DICKIE, M.D.,
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Kumber of inhabited hounse, 1.134, Average
At census of 1901.

TABLE II.—STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 1903,
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TABLE I11.

Cases notified in whole District,
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Canses of Death.

Enterie Fever

Drigrrhea

Phthisis

Other Tuberenlar Diseases
Cancer, Malignant Disease ..
Brenchitis

Prenmonia

Pleuri=y : -
Aleoholism, Cirrhosis of Liver
Premature Birth .. k
Diseazes & Accidents of Parturition
Heart Disease -
Accudents ...
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Marasmus .. |
Nephrits s
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Total Canses 11

SURVEYOR'S ANNUAL REPORT.

The fﬂ]]ﬁ“‘iug 16 0 copy of the ﬂllr'l.'l_'-}'ut"ﬁ
annual report : —

During the year ending December, 10833
ithere has been 22 sell-contained houses
erecied, and one large block not vei com-
pleted, eonsisiing of business premises and
tenements, offices, &e. Alterations have hean
maide to three houses, and new conveniences
and back premises have been provided in
ten different properties. Other buildings
erocted eonsisted of a block of slaughter-
houses cattle market and offices, power
station, stables, and sheds, The improve.
ments in house drainage began in 1902, the
result of & house to honse ingpection of the
town, have been continued during the past
year. New drains have been laid in 16
properviied where the old drains were shown
to be defective. There are still a few cnses
where little or nothing has been done to
remedy the defects reported. In one easa an
order was obtained from the Justices hefore
the nesessary improvement was made, There
have haen’E

All agres.
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and one house, where typhoid oceurred, was
closed as unfit for habitation. In all cases
the usual precantions were taken to prevent
the spreading of disease. The lodging-
houses have been frequenily visited, and
generally found in good order. Some im-
provements have heen made during the yvear
in regard to accommodation and yards. The
existing slaughier-houzez will be e¢losed
shortly, the new buildings being almost
complete.

Dairies and Cowsheds.—These have been
vigited and wsually found in fairly good con-
dition, althovgh structurally some of them
might be considerably improved.

Factories and Workshops.—These are,
with one or two excepiions, in a good =zatis-
factory condition. here complaint was
made, the owners readily promised to have
the necessary improvemenis carried out.

During the year, a great number of
nuisanees, caused by blocked drains, animals
improperly kept, defective spout the
want of sufficient privy accommodation, and
defective closeta an sinks, have been
attended to, in most cases by th W T
very prompily, but in a few cases
it wns necessary to serve statu




