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REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH FOR
THE YEAR 1953

To the Chairman and Members of the Morpeth
Rural District Council

Ladies and Gentlemen,
I have pleasure in presenting to you my report for the year 1953.

The vital statistics are, again, very satisfactory. The birth, still birth, death, maternal mortality
infantile mortality and Tuberculosis mortality rates are all better than the corresponding rates
for the country as a whole. The last two rates, i.e. the infantile and Tuberculosis mortality rates,
are certainly the lowest recorded in the past 15 years and are probably the lowest ever recorded in
the district.

The incidence of notifiable infectious diseases remained low during 1953 and for the fourth
successive year no case of Diphtheria occurred. Not since 1946 has any death been caused by
this disease.

Excellent progress has been made with the installation of improved amenities in the houses at
East Chevington and details of the work accomplished are set out in my report.

The Rural Housing Survey was completed during the year and provides the Council with in-
formation essential to the proper planning of an improvement and slum clearance programme.
Many old, danmip, insanitary cottages and houses are still inhabited and all interested in improv-
ing living conditions and safeguarding the health of the people will wish to see these propertics
cleared away as soon as possible.

Housing in a rural district constitutes a much more difficult problem than it does in an urban
area but it is a problem which must be tackled.

In conclusion, 1 should like to thank members of the Council for the consideration shown to
me and to acknowledge the assistance I have received from the staffs of the various departments
of the Council and, in particular, from the Sanitary Inspectors.

I am,
Your obedient Servant,

C. B. McGREGOR,

Medical Officer of Healih,
Rural District of Morpeth.
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RURAL DISTRICT OF MORPETH

ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
FOR 1953.

SECTION A

The Morpeth Rural District covers an area of 79,193 acres, of which the greater part is given
over to agriculture, including arable and dairy farming and stock rearing.

This, mainly western, portion if the district is sparsely populated and here most of the pop-
ulation is employed in the farming industry.

The other main industry is coal mining, which is carried out at six collieries, viz. Pegswood,

Lynemouth, Ellington, Linton, Stobswood and Broomhill, which are all situated in the eastern half
of the district.
Open-cast strip mining of coal is, also, being extensively carried out and has resulted in consider-
able discomfort and annoyance to residents in adjacent houses and villages, owing to the enor-
mous quantities of dust blown from the excavated sites on windy days in dry weather. Represent-
ations concerning this nuisance, have been made to the responsible ministry on several occasions
and it is to be hoped that adequate means of control will be found and adopted.

STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA

R A AT e e e e S s e e i e e e 79,193
Registrar General's estimate of Resident Population mid-1953 .. _.......... 18,060
T ) e e e e £78,791
One Penny Rate produces  .......occoiiieimeiiiiiismcssiarssssssnnsasssssssmsensiiarsississsss £309 1 6
Mumber of Inhabited Houses (end u[ 19'53} 4,897

VITAL STATISTICS

BIRTHS :
Live Births : Total Male Female
Legimitate s e e S e Ny 158 138
Illegimate B i e D 0 e e o s L o 4 4
304 162 142
Crude Birth Rate per 1000 of the estimated population .............coocoooiimiciiiiiianienns 15.63
Standard Birth Rate (Crude Birth Rate x Comparability factor 1.07) ........ccocevvvvennnn. 1694
Still Births Total Male Female
L 4 2 2
Bl per 1000 TEive e SN BIEHS o i s i ol s was i i s e s 5 i R e 12.99
Rate per 1,000 of the popuIBtIOM ..ocivveirrerosmmssmmmisronsmmsrssrrssrnsrssssnssnnsssssessansassesnnns .22
DEATHS :
Total Male Female
163 a8 65
Crude Death Rate per 1,000 of the population .......... e e R 11
Standard Death Rate (Crude Death Rale x {_mnpﬂrillnilh im.'l.ur 1] el e R e . 1010
Deaths from Pregnancy. Childbirth and Abortion (Heading 30 of the Registrar-General's
O T e e e o e R S B e e e Mil
Deaths of Infants under 4 weeks @ Total Male Female

1 2

Lagiiimate:  .oioceiiiiiiieais T e P i 3




Death Bate of Infanis under 1 year :

AT Tn ants per L e TR o o e e e F e e iy e b ot s s o S| Dy
Legitimate Infants per 1,000 legitimate live births ...................coin. 1654
Illegitimate Infants per 1000 illegitimate live births ..............cocciiiiiaicnininimoraies Mil
Dedths from Cancer (8l ages  .............cocoensiusiesraivsine R e bt 3
Peaths from Whooping Cough (Rl ADES) i i i aisasissmasavs rramas be e srnas Nil
Deaths from Measles (all ages) .......... e O TP oo L L P B e T P 10 Ngl
Dreaihs Trom Diarrhoes: (Omier: & M mng ) e it e sne ool Sed S A d e 1 5o e A i Mil

I'he Registrar-General supplies the following :

CAUSES OF DEATH, 1953

Male Female
I Fubereolosis: WesPICEINIE st s e fr S A R A A e e el Ao —

2 Tuberctlofis (oIher TOMMIE)  ..vvisremmsnsnnnmmnmm s ra s ginsm s s gmmnwnamsanss — —
S Rt e e e i e R e e U e e DR l -
4. Diphtheria B e — --
5 WhoODINE EOERT i el anes s e e b s SR e —_— -
;. Mezingococcal InTECONE © i snmi s s i drdsenn i s e s SR —_ —
7. Acute Poliomyelilis ........oocviiiimiieninns el e o oot R e — —
3. Other Infective ‘and Parasitic DiSeasSes. ...occcivriiivsviaminsesinmsrsssenrasans — 2
10: Malignan! Meoplasm, sIOMACN i ieiiiiisbiainn s var s s s daes 7 e
11, Malipnant Neoplasm, [ung, Bromehius ......ocvomeie s seimmamesnriminssssnssrns 3 1
12, ‘Malignant Teoplasm; DEEESE ... nirenrie st strn s es sm s ann g - -—
13. Malignant Neoplasm, UBeTIS ... eece i ren e serarsssonncesesrnsn s sonns — 2
14. Other Malipnant and Lymphatic Neoplasms .........cocoivivinriinsncanie 12 7
15 “LenkaemiaaAletEaemial s i s e i i e e e e e - -
Th: Dimbebasi F o s nme s s s G s i iR e — 1
17. WVascular Lesions of HNervous SYSTEM ... .....iicuieorriniorrmsennsisrsnsosinnsesns 12 10
iB. Coronaiy DizeRse. ANPIIE . ...oooomeemsinimmmssnmssssms o snssssss s msssmsssmas 19 8
19; Hypertension with Heart DISEAse s e snsnsssiuasvasss: o 4 4
20 Other- Heart DISEASES - oviiiiiiiiioiisreisis daansis s et s e S s 14 11
21 dcher (Civenlatory IIseasEg: oo ot o i sl e | 1
D TATIIEITE . | s di it b s T s STt S s s o R RN T SR sy 1 -
TAE SPHARMIIIRL . oot s s e S e sl e st e el o N 1 3
A0 R LT 1 e e e s e e e e 7 2
25, Ofher Diseases of Respiralory SysteM ........ccccsciiicessnsimavsstinsnnssnssse: | |
26. Ulcer of Stomach or Duodenum SHE R b s e D S |
27. Gastritis, Enteritis and Diarrhoea e h R SRS RS e SR e S e et R A T = -_—
2 Wephritis. aod TEpREORIE. .o eemmn s s s s nsm snm s s s s e 2 —
2o Hyperlasin ol pEOSHETE. | i e R S e —- -
A0C  Prezngney, Childbacth;  Abortion, i i e e e — —
1 Congenital MaormElions i s it e ik by s b St | 2
32. Other Defined and li-defined DNSeases ........c..ccovimismicnmmnrmsinssmsnsssnss 4 7
33, Motor Wehicle ACCIHEDIE ...ovvvrererrsiensrssmmnonsrorssssatnsssressssnsspansos 2 -
FaE | other A CCIRERE S o e e e e s 3 1
At e T s s e T Tt e e o e et | =
36, Homicide and Operations of War | —_
98 63

Deaths of Infants under 1 year : Male Female
Legitimate i S R e Y o gl M 3 2
[legitimate e R e S R — —-—
3 2

CHIEF CAUSES OF DEATH IN THE MORPETH RURAL DISTRICT
Total Mo. % of Total

Deaihs
Diseases of the Heart and Circulation .......... L Il N e e O 62 J8.04
Malizgnant Meoplasms. ..o b e 3l 19.00
Vascular Lesions of the Mervous Syslem ..........cocoooiiiiiniiiiiaiiniisennas 22 13.50
Biiseases ot The Bespiratory SVElEml. o ot is frae o m e v i e e 15 9.20
Accidenls (including Road Accidenls) .........ccooviemvemmmaimemmmimmmsmomsvensnss (i 1.62

136 83.36




INFANTILE MORTALITY, 1953

Disease Under 1—6 1—2 2—3 3—4 Tolal 1—2 3—3 H—=8 H—1] Total Total

| day days wks. wks. wks. Under mths. mths mths. miths. 1—I11 under

: I mith. mths 1 vr.

Congenital Abnormality — 1 - - — — 1 1 - — — l 2

Pneumonia winc — = S - =i, o 1 it o 1 |

Birth Injury — | — = Tat 1 o — — — 1
Prematurity (Malernal

Accidental Haem.) i - - - - 1 — — —_ - - 1

Total I 2 - — — 3 | | == = 2 5

The fellowing table shows the comparative Moriality Rate during the past nine years :
1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953

Enterilis under 2 vears - — 2 i -~ | I | - -

Infantile Deaths under 1 vear 16 13 12 I3 7 12 1] T 5

Infantile Mortality 55.56 4207 3762 4060 21.87 4026 3802 24.22 1645
SECTION B

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA

LABORATORY FACILITIES

These are provided by the Public Health Laboratory Service in the Laboratory situated at
Newcastle Gencral Hospital. The extent to which the facilities have been utilised is shown below :

Specimen sent by Specimen Pos. Neg.
Regional Hospital Board Chest Physician ..... Sputum for B. Tuberculosis .............. 12 111
Regional Hospital Board Physician ............ dB: i 1 30
Cieneral PraclBiOnerS <. ccvicesavsonsienvinins L R S e 1 6
Miscellaneous—for B. Tuberculosis Z 2
R:,.blon-al Hﬂsplldl Board Ph}sar..mn Swubs for Sluphyluﬂutu 1 —
General Practitioners ... do. 5 —
Reamndl Hu'-.plml Board Physician ............ Swabs for Streptococci 4 3
General Practitioners  ....u..ciivicsessicosemssionss do. g8 10
Rugmnal Hosr:ml Board Ph}sacmn il Swabs for C. Diphtheriae ............... — 7
General Practitioners ......... daci ™ e — 16
Regional Hmpiml Btmrd l’ht_\j sician ............ Swabs for Vincent’s Angina ............... 6
General Practitioners ....... 1 T e I 2 e — 5
General Practitioner ............icccessnmssvaninensss  owWab for H PECIUSSIS ocaiiraanings — |
Regional Hospital Board Physician ............ Fau:cx fur Pathogenic [}rgdnﬁms ...... — 8
General Practitioners ... doc: " T 6 7
Medical Officer of Health . 1 [ A 4 O
Regional Hﬁspilul Board F‘hysi::jun :
General Practitioners .............c.ceeeevvvenenn.. Miscellaneous for Pathogenic Organisms 12 2

AMBULANCE FACILITIES

The ambulance Service is provided by Northumberland County Council. Three ambulances
are stationed at Broomhill, where garage accommodation in the Colliery yard is rented from the
National Coal Board. There are three drivers employed here and the area served includes the
north-eastern part of Morpeth Rural District. the Amble Urban District and part of the Alnwick
Rural District.

The Linton, Ellington and Lynemouth areas are served mainly by ambulances stationed in
Ashington and the remaining parts of the Rural District by ambulances stationed in Morpeth.



NURSING IN THE HOME

The domiciliary nursing service i1s provided by the County Council and nurse-midwives are
stationed as follows :
Scotsgap 1 : Felton 1 ; Widdrington 1 ;
Meldon 1 ; Broomhill 2 ; Lynemouth 1.

Pegswood, Longhirst, Mitford and Hepscott districts are served by three nurse-midwives
based in Morpeth.

CLINICS

Maternity and Child Welfare Services are provided by the County Council, and clinics are
held as follows :

Intant Welfare Clinics—Acklington (Aerodrome) alternate Tuesday afternoons.

Cambo, Village Hall, Thursday 1.30— p.m. at 4-weekly intervals.

Linton, Miners® Welfare, alternate Fridays, 9.30 a.m.—12 noon.

Longhorsley, Rose Cottage, Tuesday, 1.30—4 p.m. at 4-weekly intervals.

Lynemouth, Methodist Church Hall, alternate Tuesdays 9.30 a.m.—I12
noon and 1.30 p.m.—4 p.m.

Pegswood, Miners’ Welfare Hall, alternate Tuesdays, 9.30 a.m.—12 noon
and 1.30 pm.—4 p.m.

Red Row, Parish Hall, every Wednesday 9.30 am.—12 noon and 1.30
p.m.—4 p.m.

Widdrington, Social Club, every Thursday 1.30 p.m.—4 p.m.

Toddlers’ Clinics —Red Row, Parish Hall, Wednesday, 9.30 a.m.—I12 noon at 4-weekly in-
tervals.

Lynemouth, Methodist Church Hall, Tuesday 1.30 p.m.—4 p.m. at 4-
weekly intervals.

Red Row, Parish Hall, Wednesday, 9.30 a.m.—12 noon at 4-weekly in-
tervals.

Diphtheria Immunisation

Ante-Natal Clinics... —Lynemouth Methodist Church Hall, Tuesday, 1.30 p.m.—4 p.m. at 4-
weekly intervals.
Acklington (Aerodrome), Tuesday afternoons at 4-weekly intervals.

SECTION C

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA
WATER SUPPLIES

The following tables give particulars of the numbers of houses supplied (a) by internal tap
and (b) by standpipe with water distributed through mains belonging to Morpeth Rural District
Council or other authorities.

If these details are compared with those given in the Annual Report for 1946, it will be seen
that there has been considerable improvement in the water supply position in the intervening
years.

The water supplied by Tynemouth Corporation has been adequate in quantity and satisfac-
tory in quality.

The position has been greatly improved at East Chevington where the majority of the houses
now have internal taps, and improvements are still continuing,



PARISHES SUPPLIED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, WITH WATER DISTRIBUTED
THROUGH COUNCIL'S MAINS,

Parish

Cambo
Chevinglon E.

Chevington W,
Cockle Park
Cresswell
Deanham
Ellingion
Hadstone

Hartburn Grange ..... 3
Hepscott
High and Low
Highlaws
Longhirst
Longhorsley
{3 Parishes)

Lyvnemouth
Mitford
Old Moor
Pegswood
Thirston

Tritlington
Ulgham

Wallinglon Demesne
Widdrington

Source of
Main Supply

Spring
Amble U.D.
Supply.
Tyvnemouth Walter.
Tynemouth Waler.
Tyvnemouth Walter.
Spring.

Tynemouth Water.
Amble U.D. Councii’s
Supply.

Spring.

Tynemouth Water.
Tynemouth Water.
Tynemouth Water.
Tynemouth Water.

Council's

Tynemouth Water and
Spring Supplyv.
Tynemouth “Water.
Tynemouth Water.
Tynemouth Water.
Tynemouth Water.
Morpeth R. D.
and Alnwick R.D.
Tyvnemouth Water
Tvnemouth Water.
Spring Supply.

Total No. Estimated Houses Supplied by Councils
of Houses Population Mains.
(a) Internal Tap (b) Standpipe

27 il 27 -
850 3,500 662 182
47 184 12 7
11 34 11 =
76 220 58 i

3 8 3 e
EEh 1.264 343 4
103 220 101 2
14 i 1] —
136 428 123 2
45 5130 39 -
141 395 T6 55
166 468 149 14
TBG 2,897 T8G -
48 137 30 T
23 &0 21 -
754 2,800 757 2
99 286 | —
25 103 22 -
587 2083 577 10
52 169 43 S
&0 361 50 29

¢ excluding Northgate Hospital.

Tvnemouth Water.

1 9 on Spring Supply.

PARISHES PARTLY SUPPLIED BY WATER DISTRIBUTED THROUGH MAINS
BELONGING TO OTHER AUTHORITIES.

Parish

Benridge
Hebron
Longshaws
Molesden ...............
Metherwitlon
MNewton Park .........
Mewton Underwood ...
MNunriding

Pigdon

Spital Hill
Stanton

Tranwell

Wition Shi:.:]da

Total

Mo. of Estimated Houses with  Houses supplied Supplying
houses. Population. inside taps. by Standpipes Authority.
24 72 23 —- Tynemouth Corporation
23 73 15 6 Tynemouth Corporation
3 13 3 — Tynemouth Corporation
7 17 2 4 Tyvnemouth Corporation
37 111 § 27 14 Tvnemouth Corporation
2 ] 2 — Reg. Hospital Board
13 38 8 2 Ree. Hospital Board
i 20 4 — Tynemouth Corporalion
14 a2 14 e Tvnemouih Corporation
& Reg. Hospital Board
4 15 4 = Reg. Hospital Board
22 T0 12 — Tynemouth Corporation
& Reg. Hospital Board
46 154 42 — Tynemouth Corporation
& Morpeth Borough
3 10 2 —_ Reg. Hospital Board
204 635 158 16

§ 7 on main supply. 20 on private spring Supply a degquate and pure.

1 on private spring supply.

There are still 23 parishes entirely without piped water supplies from public mains and details concerning them
are sel out in the following table,



PARISHES ENTIRELY WITHOUT PIPED SUPPLIES FROM PUBLIC MAINS

Mo, of Estimated
Parish. Houses Population

Angerton, High S T S N 21 63

Angerton, Low P IR 15 47

Bullock: Ball  cicnoviiiiiimiemvse iirmsinn 3 13

Causey Park 19 49

I i R ; 1 4

Barsdnm - e e e  n e : 11 a5

Earsdon Forest 5 20

Edingion 7 24

Hartburn i IR e R S 7 28

T et v T S e T 2 7

EOnEWIEION. o s s ae e e o 23 &l

Meldon R o AL S0 e . L B 29 22

Middleton, North  .....oovveniiiianns . 20 Ol

Middleton, South  .........ccooeenneee. 2 9

RUVELBICEI. . oviersnsssisnsinvnesnn sasnian ) 24

THOEMON; - BREEF ioiiiincsenrasionsis ’ 1] 33

TEhormbam, West: © e b 13 46

ARSI ot i e v e 7 25

TadmdEe st e s | 10

e e e e 1 4

Eshott P e e S 28 114 All have internal taps
from excellent borchole
supply.

Bockenfisld™ =~ i m e s 18 853 6 have internal taps and
I has standpipe from
excellent borehole supply

Bernipofhiel, | sy 16 52 3 houses have internal
taps from good borehole
supply.

1 T e e o 265 924

BROOMHILL

During 1953 internal taps and wash-up sinks were installed in 81 houses in Hedgehope Terrace,
3 houses in Linhope Terrace and 54 houses in Hartside Terrace, East Chevington.

The erection of the water-tower at Broomhill should be completed in 1954 and the water pres-
sure in the mains should then be adequate for all demands upon the supply.

FAIRMOOR

Following prolonged negotiations with the Regional Hospital Board, the Council obtained per-
mission to draw water from the main belonging to Northgate Hospital, to aupp]} properties at
Fairmoor. The work of laying 740 yards of 3” main commenced in November, 1953 and was al-
most completed, and two properties, previously without water, were connected to the main supply
by the end of the year.

HIGH ANGERTON
A water supply and sinks were provided for 4 houses.

LOW ANGERTON
A water supply and sinks were provided for 5 houses.



Hedgehope Terrace, East Chevington—before im provements were carried out.



Hedgehope Terrace

after completion of improvements.



WATER SAMPLES

Twenty-four samples of water have been taken and submitted to the Public Health Labor-
atories, Westgate Road, Newcastle, for bacteriological examination. The bacteriological results
are as follows :

Coli Aerogenes

Date. Place of Colleciion. per 100 ml.
2. .33 Tap—Nupriding Hall, Mitford, Artificial Lake .....o.ocooiiiiiiiiiiaiiasiainninines 180x
. 6,33 Tap—Throphill, Mitford—Spring ... iaienannes i el AR k1]
s SiapWEons ddartheide: s s s R el e Ml
e L R I Y O I BTl s bt b e e o & ek o 18 i Sl e b 1
7. 753 Tap—Post Office, Middleton VillaEe o i it s ot ot ot 180x
ey e S T T L | AT AT AT DOTY AR s L et Ol s M B T O e e L s B i
4. 753 Speng—Longlee Farm, Metherwifton oo i i i 18
14. 7.53 Spring—Parkhead Farm, NetherWillon ..............cccceeiiemriciemmsinssnsissmnsmmsneessssnes 20
14753 Spring—=Daocehill Farm, Wetherwitton .. i 3
14. 7.53 Tap—The Barn's Farm, Netherwilton Road ........ccoiiiiiiiiniiiiiecsernnseennns ] 180x
-t o ng=Frant. of Tonpwilton Flall: .o 00 fnis i i e e 9
Herdcade BpninEk=HnmneField DOnEWIMION . .o oo i bems i s en i b et et o L ot 1
21. 7.53 Spring—Collecting Chamber, Metherwitton Hall Supply .....oiorieriiiiiiiiierisiissseess 8
21 7.23 Spring—Bams Supply, MNetherWilton  ......ccioiiinimr i ciesiiriitoive et aai : 50
18. 8.53 Spring—Well, Causey Park Village .......... e e R e S R R e 3
18. 8:53 Spring—Tap, Causey Park FarmBOUSE ,.....c.cooiionmsismomsssmirssosmresorsssssses s ressses : i
18. 8.53 Borehole—Forster's Farmhouse, Fenrother—Tap  ...................... e sl MNil
8. B:52  Spring—Tap, Langdale’s Farm, Fenrother  ..........ooeeceesniisssiosnmsssssossssiessiessinn 160
61053 Tap—Farm Coftage, Middle Fenrother ..ottt s aa i1
51053 Cellecting Chamber, Middle Fenrothier = ... o i Mil
610537 Tap—Farm Cottagss, Fenrother Lane ..o 25
24.11.53 Tap—Hill Top Cottages, Longwilton  .........c.ccvvvnieerrnnririness SRt e R E Mil
24.11.53 Tap—Longwitton Coltages  .............. B e T R O N S Wil
24.11.53 Tap—Netherwitton  ..........occvcvriinrnn,s e e e e T Mil

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE
Mitford Sewerage Scheme. This scheme was finally completed in March, 1953
The following works were undertaken during the year.
New Draing .........ccovviviiniininivinnsinennennane. East Chevington, Scots Gap, Mitford and Hebron.
New Drains and Septic Tank ..................... West Thirston, Hemscott Hill, Tritlington, Elling-
ton, Hagg Farm Cottages.
ALTERATIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS

Repairs to coalhouses, W.C. roofs, eaves-gulters and houses have been carried out at Pegs-
wood and new yards have been provided and houses repaired at Lynemouth.
Swarland Terrace. The north half of the street has been made up by the National Coal Board
and improvements to the south half of the street have been carried out by the County Council.

East Chevington :

As already mentioned, improvements are being made here, on a large scale.

Hedgehope Terrace, 81 houses. New outbuildings comprising coalhouses and W.C.’s have been
provided for all the houses and a new tarmacadam road has been completed.
Linhope Terrace. Three houses in this terrace have been provided with new coalhouses and W.C.s.
Hartside Terrace, 87 houses. By the end of the year similar services had been provided for 54
houses in this terrace and a new road was in course of construction.

The old coal houses and privy middens in Hedgehope Terrace were entirely cleared away and
the sites levelled off.
Ferneybeds. Twenty-six new doors were provided, two blocks of W.C.s and coalhouses were re-
built, new eavesgutlers and downspouts fixed and general repairs carried out.

CLOSET ACCOMMODATION
Remarkable progress has been made in the work of privy conversion during the year.

EastiChevington: oo ninian 138 Erithmghon:: i ot S e T e f
Hagg Farm Coitages, Ellington ... . 4 R s T o o oL 2
HemseotlaHhIE - i e s | West Thirston, i o0 et ity 1
Abbey Mills Mitford ... ... ..cce0vonnns 2 EEOMEIAIEE. o i e e s e s 1
LHShami s R e e 1 Woilals ¥ e L R 156



SCHOOLS

Fhere are 18 schools and all have a suflicient water supply. Fifteen schools have the water
carriage system. The three schools which have privies or pail closets are Hepscott, Thirston and
Mitford,

In the village of Mitford the sewers were extended to the school in 1952, but the school auth-
orities have not yet carried out a privy conversion scheme.
PUBLIC CLEANSING

The collection and disposal of refuse from 28 parishes is carried out by the Cleansing Depart-
ment. Five motor vehicles, one Bedford and four Karriers, 10 cubic yards capacity, and one horse
with a specially consirucied cart, are employed in this work. The Bedford is used only occasion-
ally. The majority of the bins are emptied twice each week.

The following are the parishes which are included in the above service :

1. Hepscolt. 1. East Chevinglon. 19. High and Low Highlaws.
2. Pepswood. 11. West Chevington, 20. Benridge.

3. Longhirst. 12. Hadstone. 21. Hebron.

4. Old Moor. 13. East and West Thirston. 22. Cockle Park.

5. Ellington. 14. Longhorsley (3 parishes). 23, Tritlington.

6. Lynemouth. 15. Tranwell. 24, Earsdon.

7. Cresswell. 16. Mitford 25. Cambo.

g. Ulgham. 17. Spital Hill. 26. Wallington.

9. Widdrington. 18. Pigdon.

in the parishes of Longhirst, East and West Chevington, Cresswell, Hepscott, Pigd:jn, Heb-
ron, Cambo, Longhorsley, and Earsdon, the majority of houses have privy middens or pail closets.
The number of houses in the 28 parishes scavenged is 4,328 and the population is 16,750,

The estimated weight of refuce collected was 11,762 tons and the estimated cost per ton for
collection and disposal 1s 16/-.

The total number of houses in the area of the Morpeth Rural District is 4,897 and the estim-
ated population is 18,060.

The mileage travelled by the motor vehicles was 36,039,
SHOPS No action has been found necessary.

MOVEABLE DWELLINGS

New Licences granted to station moveable dwtllillgs ek e e e fueraa o

Renewal Licences 7
SITE LICENCES — MGVLAILL DWLLLINGS

Number of Licences granted ........ : 2

Renewal Licences ....... 3

The above licences were j_.]'dl'llbd. b}f l.|'IL Cuun-.ll under Sectmn "*69 of lhe Public He.ﬂth Act,
1936, to :
New Licences —(2) The National Coal Board, Ashington.
Mr. J. G. Hunter, Coastguard House, Cresswell, Morpeth.
Renewal Licences—(3) Mr. T. Hart. Ulgham Fence Farm, Ulgham, Morpeth.
Mr. R. Grieve, Warkworth Lane Farm, Ellington, Morpeth.
Mr. G. R. Lumsden, Lane End Garage, Forest Hall, Newcastle.
Proceedings were taken against 3 persons for stationing caravans without a site licence and
a fine was the result in each case.
The Council’s Caravan Site at Cresswell, has been well patronised by the caravanners who
appreciate a well controlled site.

SMOKE ABATEMENT. No action has been found necessary.
ERADICATION OF BED BUGS

Number of private houses found to be infested during the year ...............occoeevieneen. 1
Number of Council houses found to be infested during the year Tl TR L 1
Number of houses disinfected during the Year  ....cioiiiiivirirerssnrssorssnsssess Ciirhne 7

PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949

The scavenging tips. disposal works. sewers and many inhabited areas have, during the vear,
received attention from the Council’'s Rodent Operator.

Situation of Tips : Broomhill 1: East Chevington 1: Widdrington 1: Longhirst 1; Pegs-
wood 1 ; Lynemouth 1: Longhorsley 1: Old Moor 1: and Hepscott 1.



FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 and 1948,

There are, in the district, 33 factories and workshops, and all have mechanical power. The foll-
owing table gives the number of inspections made during the year. In only one instance was a
defect discovered and this was remedied.

There are no outworkers in the area.

1. INSPECTIONS.

| Number of

Premises MNao. Inspections Wrillen Occupiers
Register Nolices prosecuted

(1) Factories in which Sections
I, 2,3, 4 and 6 are lo bhe
enforced by Loecal Author-
RS S e e e e | - —-—

(11) Factories not included in (i)
in which Section 7 is enfor-
ced by the Local Authority |

(i) Other premises in which Sec- |

|

|
TR T YT, - oty
|

tion 7 is enforced by the
Local Authority (excluding

out-workers” premises .,
O e . £ D | R g[E |_--

Total | 33 78 —

2. CASES IN WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOUND.

| No. of cases in which defects were found | No. of cases
i : [ Referred in “"h,'fh
Particulars i Found | Remedied : prosecutions
: By H.M. To H.M. . were
Ok [ T ! - | Inspector | Inspector | instituted
Want of cleanliness ................. o | - — — —_— -
Overcrowding — — —-— —= -
Unreasonable temperature ........ : — —_— — - —
Inadequate ventilation .. ot 2 - — — —_ —
Ineffective drainage of floors ...... — — =
Sanitary Conveniences ; | _ —_
ia) Insufficient e W | 1 1 — —_— —
(b} Unsuilable or defective .. ... — 2 b A i
{c} Mot separate for sexes. ... — — -8 i =
Other offences against the Act ... - — e — it
A T e e e e 1 1 — - - o

SECTION D
HOUSING.
Number of New Houses erected during the vyear :

With Siate

Houses completed during the vear Assistance ‘ Unaided | Toal
| — | E—
e - R —e | |
fa) By Local Authority—Permanent ................ S| 15 ‘ — 75
thy By other Bodies or Persons—Permanent ...... | - | 21 21

RURAL HOUSING SURVEY
I. This survey was completed during the year aand the final classifications are shown in the foll-
owing table :

Category Classification Number
1 T T L e ) i | B ] s 2 - S s e e S e 2083
2 0 T P o e e e g e e B Tl T 675
3 Requiring repair, structural alteration or improvement ........... 1.899
4 Appropriate }nr reconditioning and included under Category 3 ., | a11
5 Uinfit for habitation and beyond repair at reasonable expense ... | 99




CLOSING AND DEMOLITION OF HOUSES

2. A, Formal Action,
(1) Number of houses demolished during 1953 as a result of Clearance Schemes or

olheE TOmMTALl i ACHIGIE Lo i e s b s e B et fe e st i s o s el B R
(Number of houses included in the above which were from pre-war confirmed

Clearance Areas) ............ : G i )

(2)  MNumber of houses closed but not :iumohshfzd as a nsull ol’ fﬂrmal action ......... T

B. Informal Action,

(1) Number of houses permanently discontinued as dwellings as a result of in-
formal action and not inclhuded ShoVe: i e e e s e e l

3. RECONDITIONING AND REPAIR
Number of houses made fit during 1953 by procedure under either Housing or
Public Health Acts :

(a) &g result of INLOrMAl BEMOML .\ avissiismumsns eosvanmrmn s sasas i sesioima. 138

() By owners as a result of statulory notioe ........cccccieiiiisiiiniieiivaisssasns

(c) By Local Authority in default of owners ............cococviiviiiiiiiiiiiiiinn. —
4. IMPROVEMENT GRANTS HOUSING ACT, 1949,

Mo, of sep-
arate houwses

(a) Applications submitted to Local Authority during vear ..................... 24
(b) Applications rejected by Local Authority ....................... E e —
(c) Applications forwarded to MInistry ........cccceviiirivieeenrrrirnengees 2
) Applications rejected by MIDISIEY . .icovesservisssassssasinninsmssussassnsimnmy =
(e) Applications approved ...... e 24
(f)  Total number of appllf.atmm appmvcd in the area since In{.‘ﬂpll{)ﬂ ﬂf
scheme g 45
Number of houses not mciudl.d in the dbﬂ‘v't.. ldhle apprmed l'nr Lmnt
under Hill FAEming ACE .oiivsiciissssorsnisensuinssniinsassavvnsis None-knows:
SECTION E

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD
Milk Supply
The following 15 a summary of the bacteriological reports on samples of milk. set out in var-
10us L‘uu.gurieﬁ :

Total number of samples taken .....
Producers inside the Rural District {Laken b} Insid:‘:" Efieraleye "
Producers outside the Rural District (taken by “Inside™ Officials) i
Producers inside the Rural District (taken by *Outside™ Officials)

FARMS INSIDE RURAL DISTRICT (Samples by “Inside™ Officials) :

[T —

Undesignated ........................ 4 Samples
4 Satisfied Methylene Blue test.
4 Samples examined for B. Tuberculosis — all negative.
FARMS INSIDE RURAL DISTRICT (Samples by “Inside™ Officials) :
Tuberculin Tested ............ 5 Samples
5 Satisfied Methylene Blue test.
4 Samples examined for B. Tuberculosis — all negative.
FARMS OUTSIDE RURAL DISTRICT (Samples by “Inside™ Officials) :
Pasteurised ........ccoooenees I Sample

1 Satistied Methylene Blue test (Not examined for B. Tuberculosis).



CLEAN FOOD CAMPAIGN
Mmber of certificates teaued 60 BEmpIOVETS .. .. cosvssmnsosnion s inss sasases s s aanvmnas: 19

The number of food premises in the area by type of business is ....... Al RS
(Butchers 7, Bakers 2, Cafe 1, General Dealers 37, lce-cream nmnufdclulus ’3, Flah Shnm 4).

The number of food premises registered under Section 14 of the Food and Drugs Act, is 13
The number of inspections of registered food premises during the year was 202 and little

complaint, if any, could be found with the conditions on these premises. Hot and cold water is
installed in all premises but one.

e e T T e e 4

The Advisory Committee of the Food Traders” Guild held a final meeting in February, 1953
when it was decided that, owing to the obvious lack of interest among the majority of food hand-
lers in the district, there was no point in holding further meetings. This was a regrettable out-
come of all the hard work which had been put into the effort to establish a guild. Nevertheless,
something was achieved in that a number of premises were considerably improved as a result of
this effort.

MEAT AND OTHER FOODS
The following foods were surrendered in the Morpeth Rural District to the Council’s Meat
Inspector :

LTI T o e S e 194 1bs. Onion SOUD e ieeaiens ins 2 Ibhs.
Ham R R[5 T T (-1 Tomate Soup i 10 ozs.
Hachmi RS, S et et e, 23 |bs. Tomalo Puree Al0 size
Bicon Bomes ™ oad i s e 30 Ibs. OMHTOESE: i 25 tins 313 lbs.
Chopped PotE ... eean e ans s 1 tin i b ] T et gl et e ins 17% lbs,
Pork and:aaraNy o e 1 tin 1% lbs. o e e i 74 lbs.
Pork BEEWI.  ......ccvieirerimmrnssrmssrssnnss 2 tins 1+ Ibs. [ 71 ] £ LS. S A LS ] 2 lbs.
Exmcheom Meal i i g tins 8% lbs. malmon, | s e i 44 lbs.
Beef and Gravy  ........ocoimiemirrrnns 1 tin 1% 1bs. Evaporated Milk ] 24 pis.
Stewed Steak e AR S e 4 tins 4 lbs. Evaporated Milk 1§ pis.
Minced Beef Loai ........... ey et [ 3 1b. Jam 1+ Ibs,
Reef : e e R S R | [T 4 lbs, Plums 47+ Ibs,
OX TONQUE  ovoovrevseeeenensseensenseeseeee 3 Tins 30 lbs. Apples 29% lbs.
Enpmed Reab T I tin i Ib. e R R R e 31 22% lbs.
Steak and Kidney Pudding ............... | tlin 1 b, Pineapple  ..ooviiiirvemssenieniennnns i 13§ lbs.
Veal and Ham Loaf ... 5 tins 16§ Ibs. Peaches ™ oot e i 23 lbs.
Cooked Ham - ..o s 3 ting 134 lbs. OFA0EES. oevesecnsssssnnasasnrasiniees i 11 ozs.
Chicken Broth! oo iaiinson 2 tins $ 1b. g e e e e e i 1# Ibs.
oeolch. Broth e r tn s v nis 2tins 2 |Ibs. Cranberries i &+ lbs.
Mepetable: SOUD i iases ik ians 1 tin 1 Ib. L | 17T 0] - e e 2 tins 13 lbs.
APEIEDIS? | s s i s bt [ 4 lbs,
Meat Condemned at Morpeth Abattoir.

Ibs. bz,

From Mart Cattle Beelbr e e 376

e 11 TR T O e e e g Bepl - ot e e 3532
- 3908
LR T )y T o it . MUton,  .oeeeeeienemcenicns 463

Mart Pigs e e R T ! BopE e R 15

CAsualty PIPS oenenrieiceenrenssissnnas s samnavana - ] e S (R e e 95
110

Mact Falves . e R Meadle =t n e 20

Casually Calves . .o.oererrieienisnsssnsrsrssnrense L M N 122
ee— 142
L S L S R g I U A W T e 7039

Meat Condemned at Premises in the Rural District.

Ibs, Ibs.

BeEebongeie Hedie) e e R e e e R e e 278

Bempl T e e s e e e s s S e e e e S T 137
415

Mutlon (Home Killed) ... ...ccooirrinriiriirrnrenisir s snssesnsnsss e o s B 204

ol R I ] e TR P DR b v P A R S e e e e e e 37

— 574



SECTION F

PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES,

HOSPITAL ACCOMMODATION
Hospital accommodation for cases of infectious disease 1s now provided by the Regional
Hospital Board, at Walkergate Hospital, Newcastle.

TABLE SHOWING ANALYSIS OF NOTIFIED CASES OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES
UNDER AGE GROUPS

[ ] E
—_— < W [ e e ==

s sl &8 8|l |alzls|s|E £2 ]2

B llE e SRS ts el gl 4l 28l 2

2|V (TITISl8[L(1|T]5]348]%

= - — Lt {75 E — ﬁ | = | =+ | '3 i "'--.: &

- n— - - s —— — —— e | i, | — Vo
Scarlet Fever ... — —_—| - 3 1| 1o 2 1 1| ===z 1 —
Pnenmonia et el el el el 1| =— 1 3 2 7 1 4
Measles ... i = —_ 116112 13| —|—]|=1l=|=—]|=| 48 — —
Whooping Cough —_— - 3 4 £l [t | ettt Bl o Pt ) ELLT | =
Dysentery ==l == R [l | et et il | — || — F=
Erysipelas .. e — === 1 |=]=(=|=]1|=] 2] = |=
Ophthalmia Neonatorum _— | 1|l ||| |—] = i 1 = | —
L I 1}

NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISEASES

There was no major outbreak of any of the notifiable infectious diseases in 1953. Typhoid
and Paratyphoid Fever and Acute Poliomyelitis were absent from the district and for the fourth
consecutive year no cases of Diphtheria occurred.

The majority of the 48 cases of Measles were notified during the first two months of the year
and represented the end of the epidemic reported in 1952

There were four deaths attributed to Pneumonia and one death resulted from respiratory
Tuberculosis but none occurred as the result of any other notifiable infectious disease.

DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION

No visits for the purpose of immunisation were made in 1953, The primary course of treat-
ment was given at the Child Welfare Centres and by private doctors to 244 pre-school children
and 33 school children. In addition, 230 children received re-inforcing inoculations.

It was estimated that, at 31st December 1953, 69.359% of pre-school children and 95.08% of
all children under 15 years of age had completed a course of treatment at some time.

~The immunity index i.e. the percentage of children who had completed a course of treatment
in the preceding 5 years (1949 - 1953), was estimated to be as follows :

Chaldren: DNEer | YEBAT i, s nisennpash 15.75%
Children aged 1-4 years ...........coceevenen 84.1%
Children aged 5-14 years .........cooovvernenn 82.49
All children under 15 years ..................... T1.7%

These figures are very satisfactory but, as has been stressed previously, the immunisation
campaign must be maintained. Any relaxation of effort might mean the return of this dreadful
disease which killed so many children annually before immunisation became general.



The following table, which contains figures supplied by the Ministry of Health and the Reg-
istrar-General, is of interest in that it shows the remarkable decline in Diphtheria in England and
Wales since the beginning of the Diphtheria Immunisation Campaign in 1941 :

TOTAL OF DEATHS AND NOTIFICATIONS DURING THE PAST 13 YEARS.

Cases
Year Deaths (Original Uncorrected) Corrected
1941 2,641 50,797 —
1942 1,827 41,404 —
1943 1,371 34.662 —
1944 934 (29,949) 23,199
1945 722 (25,246) 18,596
1946 472 (18,283) 11,986
1947 244 (10.465) 5,609
1948 156 (8.035) 3.575
1949 84 (4.971) 1,890
1950 49 (2,833) 962
1951 34 —_ 699
1952 31 — 375
1953 248 — 2408

The average annual number of deaths for the ten-year period 1931/40 was 2,800.

§ Provisional.

TUBERCULOSIS

New Cases and Mortality during 1953,

NEW CASES DEATHS
Age Groups IResp. Non-Resp. Resp. Non-Iiesp.
| M | F | M F § M F | M | F

— |

Undar | year — | = | = = = — — _—
1 - 4 years ... | — | L= —_ —_ —_ —_ —_ —
5= 14 years ... | —_ 3 el — -_—
15 - 24 years ... i e e Ml S| [l ]
25 = 34 vears .. |- T 1 = i (R = — —
35 - 44 years : Bl i - s Ie— —- — —_
45 - 54 years .. - —_ —_ _ ] - -— —_ —_
33 - 64 years .. 1 — = — — — — =
63 years and over e — — — 1 = =
Totals I 5 1 2 — +4 — 1 — -

TUBERCULOSIS

There were notified during the year 10 cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis and 4 cases of Non-
Pulmonary Tuberculosis.

There was one death from the Pulmonary type of the disease and none from the Non-Pulmon-
ary, compared with three from the Pulmonary type in 1951.

Death rate per 1,000 of the population — 0.03.
Death rate per 1,000 of the population in England and Wales — 0.20.



CANCER MORTALITY

DURING

1953

FEMALES

P e = | o | =+ = =+ [ o | = | & —
o e e e WS e o 2 e Sl i ]
: | ; = ¥ ! =
2jr|ele(a|n|8(s|e|e(F|l~|8|e|8|g|R]|F
L~ | 2
Bladder .. — | — | | ] l|—]=|=|— 1 = — = 1 1
Skin el et ] [l 1| — | — | = | — 1 | R p— — e I
Stomach .. —_— 1 i|—|—| = 1 1 1 2 7Tl =|— P | | e (o
Liver e e e | (Bl l|—=|—|—|—=|—|— i e b | | | = =
Lymphatic & Haemato- | | | |
poietic Tissues : 1 1 || = = | = 1| — | = | — | — 3 —_— ——_— ] = —= ] = | =
Antrum (Maxilla) ... — | === |=| === | = | =| = G TR (= (=] = | = — 1
LI terns —_— | = [ | | [ m— e | — —_— — 1| = fih— 2
FProstate ... || = [— ] == =] =] =] = | = 2 2 — ) P [ B B
Bronchus.... s e e e 3| =] = = z e e | = = 1 I
Caecum i |! _— =] — | —_— =] = = | = 1 1 S R [P e [ | S |
Larynx A= === =|=|=|=|=|=1=||=|—=|=|=|—]1 1
Oesophagus - ‘ — = O =l e e = T R [ et e [ e T T
Colon || = = = | = | -— — | = — | — a 2 | | 2 == a
[tectum 5 ‘ | | - ] | — — ] = ]| -] — e ot e | 1
| |
Totals Vel Rl s e ] = = ploa] 1) 2] 1] #la0

Death rate per 1,000

of population — 1.72.




ANNUAL REPCORTS OF MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH — 1953

VITAL STATISTICS

Birth-rates, Death-rales, Analysis of Mortality, Maternal Mortality and Case-rates for Certain Infectious Dis-
eases in the Year 1953, Provisional figures based on Quarterly Returns.

160 County 160 Smaller
England Boroughs and Towns (Resident London
and Great Towns Population Administrative
Wales tincluding 25,000-50,000 County
London) at 1951 Census)
Births Rates per LO000 Home Population
| DR g - e R e e 15.5 17.0 15.7 17.5
i e T 4 e 0,35 0.43 0.34 0.38
224 (a) 24.8 (a) 21.4 (a) 21.0 (a)
Deaths
All Causes . 11.4 12.2 11.3 12.5
Typhoid and ramhphmd Wyl 0.00 0,00 —_ —_
Whooping Cough iR 0. 001 0.0 i1
Diphtheria  .....ooovereeiiiieeens (.00 (LMD (.00 -_—
Tuberculosis e e .20 .24 (.19 0.2
Influenza e i e L 0.16 013 0.17 0.1
Smallpox.  .......... e A G (.00 0.0 (L00 —
Acute  poliomvelitis  (including
polioencephalitis)  ............... 0.01 0ol 0.01 (.01
Preumonia e N 0.55 (.59 (0.52 (.64
Motifications (corrected)
Typhoid Tever i (0,00 (.00 (.00 .01
Paratvphoid fever e L 001 ool 001 001
Meningococeal infection ... 0,03 0.04 0.03 003
Scarlet fever ......oocoovoreeriinen. 1.39 1.50 .44 1.02
Whooping L'..'wlgh 358 3.7 338 3.30
DIphtheria’ = s i sosmaress 0.01 0.01 0.01 (.00
| 2 T b T R B S e .14 0.14 0.13 0.12
SIMULPOES | v irsmmani b amenn (.00 0.00) .04
PV LR e e 12,36 11.27 12.32 3.!’!9
Preumonia .........cooovinrinnn 0.84 0.92 0.76 0.73
Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including
polioencephalitis)
Faralvtic e 0.07 0.06 0.06 0.07
Non-paralvticc ..o 0.04 0,03 0.04 0.03
Food poisoning .......c...icoeeness Q.24 0.25 0.24 0.38
Puerperal pyrexia  .............. 18.23 (a) 24,33 (a) 12.46 (a) 28.61 (a)
Deaths Rates per 1,000 Live Births
All causes under | year of age .. 26.8 (b) 3B 24.3 248
Enteritis and diarrhoea under 2
years of age ... o, 1.1 1.3 0.9 1.1
Maternal Mortality in England and Wales
Rates per Rates
Intermediate List Mo. Mumber 1,000 Total per million
and cause of Deaths (Live and Still) women
: Births aged 15-44
Alls  Sepsis of pregnancy, childbirth and lh;, puer-
perium I R b T, 68 0.10
Abortion with toxaemia 7 0.01 |
Allo  Other foxaemias of pregnancy ‘and the puq:r-
perium 166 0.24
AllT  Haemorrhage of nrusrnann and childbirth . a0 0.13
All8  Abortion without mention of sepsis or tox-
acmia 30 .04 i
All9  Abortion with ~.|..;1l-|=- : e 39 (.06 4
Al120  Other complications of ]'!'ILLI'I-.II'I-.". “childbirth
and the pUeTperiliM ..coovivirorrverrnrranes 125 0.18

fa) Per 1000 Total (Live and Still) Births.
ib) Per 1,000 related live births.












