[Report 1951] / Medical Officer of Health, Morpeth R.D.C.

Contributors

Morpeth (England). Rural District Council.

Publication/Creation
1951

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/fn7rwxpg

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode







REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH FOR
THE YEAR 19

To the Chairman and Members of the Morpeth
Rural District Council

Lapies & GENTLEMEN,
| have the honour to present to you the Annual Report for 1951 of the Medical Officer of Health.
The wital statistics are less satisfactory than in 1950,
The birth-rate has declined and is now practically the same as that for England and Wales,

There has been a considerable rise in the death-rate, which is slightly higher than the national figure.
The main causes of this rise are an increase of 8 (36 compared with 28) in deaths from malignant disease,
an mcrease of 20 (106 as against 86) in deaths from dizeases of the heart, bleod vessels and circulation, an
increase of 15 (22 as against 7) in deaths from pneumomia and bronchitis, and an increase of 6 in deaths
from accidents, which were exactly twice as many as in 1950. The influenza epidemic at the beginning of
the year caused 3 deaths and the increased number of deaths from respiratory infections is, at least in part,
a reflection of the prevalence of such infections at the time of the epidemic.

The Infantile Mortality Rate is lower than in 1950, but is sull higher than the corresponding rate
for the country as a whole.

There was no serious outbreak of any notihable infecticus disease. The »a:unl}r one which occurred
in any numbers was Measles, and there was ne death from this cause. For the second successive year no
case of Diphtheria occurred.

The progress made with the various schemes for improving water supplies gives some cause for
satisfaction, particularly in connection with the Broemhill and East Chevington area, where improved

amenities are long overdue.

In the Morpeth Rural District, as in all other parts of the country, the greater need of the community
is to have an adequate number of houses. It is indeed disappcinting that only 12 houses were completed
during the vear by the local authority. There can be no doubt that evercrowding and the domestic friction
Wl"li(:h ﬂ]'iﬂE'ﬁ “'E'I'El'l. fwo or more lﬂmilicb .!"li:'l.il-'ﬂ to ."l'lill'-:,' i1 II‘.—“.““L" are ‘.';:lllﬁing in‘:ﬁlfulﬂbl‘: p]']f?-il:ﬂ.! al'l.d mﬂﬂtai
distress. It should nct be supposed that the psychological aspect of this problem, though less easily
appreciated, is less serious or less detrimental to health and happiness, than the physical.

In conclusion, ladies and gentlemen, [ should like 1o thank you for the consideration which you
have extended to me and to express my appreciaticn of the assistance which [ have received from the staffs
of the Health Department and other departments of the Council.

| am,
Your obedient Servant,

C. B. McGregor,

Medical Officer of Health,
Rural Distict of Morpeth,
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RURAL DISTRICT OF MORPETH

ANNUAL REFOR1
OF THE
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
FOR 1951

SECTION A

The Mearpeth Rural District has an area of 79,193 acres and is bounded on the east i'):lr' the sea, on
the south by the Uiban Districts of Newbiggin-by-the-Sea, Ashington and a small section of Bedlington-
shire, and the Rural District of Castle Ward, on the west by Bellingham Rural District, and on the west
and north |.er' Huthl.}ur}-‘ and Alnwick Bural Distiicts. It encircles the Bomugh of ["lr'i-c.rpclh. hm‘i'.'tf{, a ian
ow strip lying between the E'mmugh hnum:nry and the Castle Ward boundary.

The easten pari o of the district contains the majurity of the population and there the main cccupation
is cna|-mining. which 1s camied out at Pl.g wouod, | :.m_mcuth L”mgin': Llnlon Suu]:rswocrd Wridnlgtm
and Breomhill Collieries.

The remainder of the area, lving t¢ the west and ef much wider extent than the industnal portion,
is relatively sparsely populated. Here the bulk of the population is engaged in agriculture; mainlv dairy and
stock, but with some arable farming.

STATISTICS AND SOCCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA

Area in Acres ... £ 79,193
Reg:strnr General’'s e-z.tlmale cf Romdent Pnpulalmn mld |93 17,910
Rateable Value N R e S Rl e e i e RS S N TS
One Pemy Rate produces .. ... £280-4-11
Number of Inhabited Houses {encl ol I‘?ﬁl} i 4,707
VITAL STATISTICS
BIRTHS :—Live Births: Total Male Female
Leaitimate 255 140 115
IHegitimate 8 4 4
263 144 19
Crude Bith Rate per 1,000 of the estimated population s "“ e et AR
Standard Birth Rate (Crude Bith Rate x Comparability Factar | '[].f} S e e e ]
Still Births : Total Male Female
Legitimate 9 3 (5]
Hlegitimate 1] 0 0
9 3 6
RS it e [T Lt Nl 5 G g b e S e T
Rate per 1,000 of the population T R I r (s e e o : 0.50
DEATHS :— Total Male Female
211 119 92
Crude Death Rate per 1,000 of the popul latian . 11.78
Standard Death Rate (Crude Death Rate x (.-..mparai Lill}f factor | |2] 13.19
Deaths frem Pregnancy, Childbirth and Abortion (Heading 30 |:1’Er the Registrar Generﬂ 8 Shnrt Llst] Nil
Deaths of Infants under 4 weeks : Tatal Male Female
Legitimate 5 3 2
“legitimate 1 | 1}
E 4 =



Death Rate of Infants under | year :

All Infants per 1,000 live births ... :
ch:tlm.ﬂc Infants Per 1.CO0 |Eg|t|mnlt. II'H.. hlrlm
lllegitimate Infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births
Deaths from Cancer (all ages)

Deaths from Whooping Cough (all 1gu}

Deaths from Measles (all ages)

Deaths [rom Diarrhoea (under 2 years) ...

The Registrar General supplies the fellowings : —

CAUSES OF DEATH,

Tuberculosis, respiratory

Tuberculosis, other forms

Syphilitic Disease

Dlphthena i

Whooping Lnugh :

Meningococcal Infections

Acute Poliomyelitis

Measles \ ;
Other infective and paramtn: e
Malignamt Necplasm, stomach :
Malignant Neoplasm, |ung. bronchus
Malignant Neoplasm, breast ...

Malignant "‘Ju:rph=m uterus ...

Other "'uh]:gnanl. and Lymphatic NED]‘JI&SI‘H“
Leukcemia, Aleukamia
Diabetes
Vascular lesions U[ Nervons ﬂyhtem
Coronary Disease, Angina

Hypertension with Heart Diseaze

Other Heart Disease

T e S ——
NS eRNO N NN =S OBV W —

21.  Other Circulatory Disease

2 Influenza

2; 3 r}nfumﬂn ia

24, Bronchitis ..

55 NENloe Diseqses ol Rmmmlur} ‘-"rpt::m

26, Ulcer ef Stomach or Ducdenum

27. Gastritis, Enteritis and Diarrheea

28. Ncphnhf- and Ncphrmas ¥
29, Hyperplasia ol Prostate i .
30. Pregnancy, Childbirth and -f"ahur! ion
31. Congenital Maltormations

32.  Other defined and ill-defined diseases
33. Moter Vehicle Accidents

34, All other Accidents

35. Suicide ... A
36- Hﬂ'r“!f!’dl_, 'ITI"I Oerﬂ.t!D“‘- U'E WQ]’ AR

Death of Infants under | year :—
Legitimate
llegitimate

38.02
58.06
125.00
36
0
1]
|
1951
Male Female
— |
| _
—_ |
_— 2
5 7
2 L
—_ |
—_ 4
8 7
I |
14 15
22 4
2 |
16 22
5 5
| 4
8 |
10 3
| i
— |
2 |
| ==
| 2
8 5
4 2
4 2
3 L
119 92
Male Female

|| 1o



INFANTILE MORTALITY, 1951

Total Total

Disease Under l—fwd=3 3—% under 1—3 3—6 60 58—12 under

1 wk. wks. whks, wks. 1 mth. mths, mths. mths, mths. 1 year
Birth Injury e sdsions, Tt | o e e S |
Preumonia —_ —= - L i [ 2 — — 3
Gastroenteritis ... o s e L . | v e I
Congenital .-’-‘-.I:ntmrmahtv I = = — | s O T A I
Prematurity M = | — 3 “g - . s 3
Asphyxia Neanatonim i = == | e g e R iy e, I
3 | 5 — | —_ 6 2 RS 10

The following table shows the comparative Mortality Rate during the past nine years: —
15943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1944 1949 1950 14951

Enteritis under 2 years ... ... ... ... | 2 S e 2 3 — | I
Infantile Deaths under | year ... ... ... 8 6 16 13 |2 13 ] [ 10
Infantile Meortality e wea i ees 2797 5498 55.56 42.07 37.62 40.60 21 .87 40.26 38.02

SECTION B

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA
LABORATORY FACILITIES
These are provided by the Public Health Laberatory Service in the Laboratory situated at Newcastle
General Hospital. The extent to which the facilities have been utilised is shown below: —

1 Specimen sent by Specimen Faos. '\:|.,,
Chest Physician, Regional Hospital Board .o Sputa for B. Tuberculosiz ... ... 7 15l
General Practitioners ... do. —_— 11
Medical %upennlmdent iy m ] R do. | |
(_zf:utral Pracntmntn Sw ﬂl}w IUF {i Ulphlhum —_— |2
Medical Eupcnnlcndenh RERE do. — 17
M. (:J' H b e = s i Sivabefor Hem: Sivep. 4 15
CGeneral Practitioners . do. 9 6
Medical 11ju;:m:rmt«:m:lenl: R s e do. 12 7
Gurera] Pramtmnen cee e Swabs for Vincent's Angina —_ |
Medical Superintendent, RH.B. ... ... .. do. 3 14
General Practitioners ... Swahs for other ﬂrgani&ma | —
Medical Superintendent, RH.B. ... ... .. do. ] 2
MOH., .. 3 Faces for Enteric & other organisms | &
Eieneial Practitioners. - s ot mi. e n do. 3 14
M.()J'L Urine for Lull_rlc & other organisms | —_
{ereral I TacHIONELE & ox 0 i aie . do. 4 3
General Practitioners ... Blood for Widal — 3
General Practitioners ... ...  Swab for B. Pertussis ... o |

AMBULANCE FACILITIES
Ambulances are stationed as follows :—
Broomhill 2 (2 drivers).
Stohswood | (1 driver).
The western part of the district is served by ambulances stationed in Morpeth, and the Lynemouth
and Linton areas mainly by ambulances stationed at Ashington,



NURSING IN THE HOME

Nurses are stationed as follows: —

Cambo 1; Meldon 1; Felton 1; lnowsbvorsher=. .nd Widdrington 1.

P::g:t'n'ﬂutl. Longhirst, Mitford and Hl:par.:ull districts are served 113' two General Nurses and three
Midwives based in Morpeth.
CLINICS

All Maternity and Child Welfare services are provided by Northumberland County Council, and
Clinics are held as follows : —

Child Welfare Clinics.—Cambo : Thursday, 1-30 p.m. to 4 p.m, at 4-weekly intervals.
Linton: Altemnate Fridays 9-30 a.m. to 12 noon.
Longhorsley : Tuesday 1-30 p.m. to 4 p.m. al 4-weekly mtervals.
Lynemouth : Altemate Tuesdays 9-30 a.m. to 12 ncon; 1-30 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Pegswood : ."-‘-.helnalnTur:sc]a}'s 930 a.m. to 12 noon; 1-30 p.m. o 4 p.m.

Red Row : E.ve]'}' w:eclncﬁda}f 9-30 a.m. to 12 noon; 1-30 p.m. lo 4 p.m.
Widdringten : Every Tuesday 1-30 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Toddlers’ Clinics.—Red Row: Wednesday at 4-weekly intervals, 9-30 a.m. to 12 noon.

Diphtheria Immunisation Clinics.—Lynemouth: Tuesday at 4-weekly intervals, 1-30 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Red Row : Wednesday at 4-weekly intervals, 11 a.m. to 12 noon.

Ante-Natal Clinics.—Lynemouth : Tuesday at 4-weekly intervals, 1-30 p.m. to 4 p.m.

SECTION C
SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA
WATER SUPPLIES

Censiderable progress was made during the year with the various schemes for improving water supplies
in different parts of the district.

BROOMHILL

The work of laving new water mains in Broomhill, Red Row and East Chevington was completed
in November, 1951, and this has improved the water supply in these areas and has brought appreciably
nearer the time when all the houses will have their own water cennections and the water-carriage system of
sewage disposal.

The water pressure is not yel entirely satisfactory and the full benefts of the scheme will not be
realised until the proposed water storage tower is built and in operation,

CAMBO AND SCOTSGAP

Work on this scheme was completed in March, 1931, and by the end of the year 28 connections
had been made, serving 49 properties with an adequate and wholesome water supply.

The properties supplied include Cambo village and school, Scotseap Hotel, ather houses in Scotsgap.
the farms of Old Deanham, Scarlet Hall, Shatioe Meor, Prior Hall, EIf Hills and Broom House.

LONGHORSLEY

Progress here was slow, owing mainly to the underlying rock in which the pipes had to be laid, and
the scheme was not wholly completed by the end of the year.

The portion of the scheme supplying Gladstone’s Buildings was, however, completed in October.
1951, and, since then, these houses, which for so many years had no source of supply other than a grossly
pﬂllur-:d SPTIRE, have been recelving waber derived from ]}'rlcm:}uth £4}rp0latlun ¢ waler-main,

Nine other properties in Lenghorsley were, also, connected to the new supply by the end of the

d Haredene F d South Brocks F e ted directly te Tyne h C
year, an aredene Farm and Sauth Drecks arm were connected directly te 1 ynemout orporabion s water
main.

ULGHAM, TRITLINGTON

Two new connections to this scheme were made during the vear, as follows: —
Demesne Farm, Tritlington . |

Cackle Fade .00 50 el



WATER SAMPLES

Twenty-live samples of water were taken and submitted to the Public Health Laboratories, Westgate

Road, Newcastle, for bacteriological examination.

The bactencleaical results are as follows :—

M. ol Colonies LT § .'1H‘I"llj,’l:rll"":
Ihale Place of Colleclion e ml, per 100 ml.
370, il
6/ 3/51 Hartbum School — Tap — — Nil
6/ 3/51 Meldon Lodge — Tap ... . — = Nil
9,." 4,9’5] Wal |1nﬂlm|. —- ’:iprmg of I:( lﬁltrn} 1'\-"1-""'1” Etﬂl'l — — |
9/ 4/51 Wallington — Spring Tu;; ‘Barn Flait ™ = i Nil
9/ 4/51 Hepscott — Reservoir — Water pumpui Old C L'll“lﬁr'k
adjoining. From pump at West View, Hepseott ... = — -_ Nil
9/ 4/51 Hepscott — Reservoir.  From Pump, West View ... — — 3
9/ 4/51 Hepecott — Reservoir.  Drawn from Old  Charcoal
Filter, " West View ™', Hepscott : 0 - — Nil
29/ B/51 Abbey Mills, Mitford. Collecting cistern at soiiroe —_ - Nil
29/ 8/51 Thophill Farm — Tap ... — - 8
2/10/51 Hartburn Scheol — Tap ... — == 3
2/10/51 Scotsgap — Spring — Standpipe ... - -— 180x
2,."'|[|,I"5| Middleton — Sprmg., — Tap at Posl Ufflcn.. == e 13
2/10/51 High Angerton — Spring — Tap e — — 180
9/10/51 Netherwitton — Tap — Spring ... o —_ — Nil
9/10/51 Longwitton, East Cottages. Tap — ‘ip mg L5 = Nil
9/10/51 Lengwitton, Hill Top. Tap — Spring : — — 5
9/10/51 Harnburn, Needless H=.11 Moor Cottages, Pump 'apﬂuﬂ: —_ —_ 14
16/10/51 Longhomrsley Village. Local Supply — Spring - — Nil
I6/10/51 Cﬂ.u-:m- Park Farm Cottages — Tap — Spring - -— il
16/10/5] Causey Patk Village — Well — Spring —_— — Nil
16/10/51 Fearother Collage. Tap — Bore Hole — e |
31/10/51 Mitford, Keeper's Cottage — Tap . — - 35
31710451 Miderd Keeper's Cotlage, Sprlns. — Slorage
Chamber ; . — — 180x
31/10/51  Meldon Vl“d.gt. School Huuﬁ:: — Spr"ng — — 5
31/10/51 Mitford. East Coldside Farm — Tap ... — — 3
DRAINAGE AND SEWLRAGE
Scolsgap

MNo progress was made durmg the year with the sewerage scheme for this village as permission to start

was nat given by the Government Department concerned.

Cresswell

No progress was made with the erection of the proposed Public Convenience here owing to difhculties

over malterials in short supply.

le [c“nwing "n-"-'{.l’li?s werec l.li:l('Cl[ElI'i.Cll LIlI[irIH |.1"l3 year (=

New Drains to take Hoof Water ...

New Drains and Improvements to Septic Tank
Nﬂ“' Dlﬂ.lirl.q

ALTERATIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS

New Eaves—QGutters and Downspouts to Houses

Linhope Terrace and Swarland Terrace, East
Chevington.
Fairmoor; Taylor, Cresswell; Linden Lodge.

Liddell, Mitford; McKenzie,
Whinney Crook.

Lﬂllghi}lslﬂ‘j‘ H

The Willows, Red Row; Colliery House, North
Broomhill; Celliery House, Pegswood.

Many orivate owners and the National Coal Board have camied out repairs to houses after informal

neilces.



CLOSET ACCOMMODATION
Conversion to the water-carriage system took place as follows :—

Longhorsley

|
Mitford . |
Whinney Crook .. 2
Hepscott I
Cresswell |
IFairmoor I

9

Broomhill

The privies at Longhirst School have been conveited to water-carriage.
SCHOOLS

There are 18 schools and all have a suflicient water suppf}'. Fourteen schools have the waler-carriage
system. [he four schools which have privies or pail closetz are : Hepseott, Thirston, Mitford and Cambo.
PUBLIC CLEANSING

The collection and disposal of refuse frem many panshes is carried out by the Cleansing Department.

Four motor vehicles, one Bedford and three Kamiers, ten cubic ;,ardw capacily, and two horses with
specially-constructed carts are employed in this work.,  The majonity of bins are emptied 1wice each week.

The following are the parishes which are included in the above service: —

|. Hepscott. 9. Widdrington. 17. Pigdon.

2. Pegswood. 10. East Chevington. 18, High and Low Highlaws.
3. Longhirst. 11. West Chevington. 19. Benrh‘]ge.

4. Old Moor. 2. Hadstone. 20. Hebron.

5. Ellington. 13. East and West Thirston. 21. Cambo.

6. Lynemouth i4. Longhorsley. 22. Wallington.

7. Cresswell. 15. Tram-.-e"

8. Ulgham. 6. Mitford and Spital Hill.

In the parishes of East and West Thlrf-ton L-::'lghmt East and West Chevinglon, Cresswell, Hepscott,
Pigdon, Hebron, Cambo and Longhorsley, the majority of houses have privy middens or pail dusfelﬂ.

The number of houses in the 22 panshes scavenged is 4,275 and the population 15 16,250.

The estimated w Elg!ﬂ of reluse collected was 13,133 tons and the ev‘tlm’:ted cost per ton for collection
and disposal s 11/115.

The total number ef houses in the area of the | ﬁ"nicrpu,lh Foural District at the end of 1951 was 4,707, and
the estimated| pc:puldtlﬂn is 17.910.

The mileage travelled by the four motar vehicles was 33,753,

SHOPS

No action has been found necessary.

MOVEABLE DWELLINGS
New Licences granted 1o station moveable dwellings ... 3
Renewal Licences ... f
The Council hazs leased |md lmm l'lt_ Ndllulhil (udl H:,ard al [l-.*qm u!l fur T ':iue The =ite
is close to the sea and has a water supph* and ammla.!r;, convenences for males and females.
SMOKE ABATEMENT
No action has been found necessary.

ERADICATION OF BED BUGS

MNumber of private houses found to be infested during the vear |
MNumber of Council houses found to be infested during the year Nil
Number of houses disinfected during the year ... 20

The method emploved for the disinfestation of lhcuses is |'-_'l; means HF " Zaldecide ™" as a spray and
sulphur dioxide.
PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949

The scavenging tips, disposal works, sewers and many inhabited areas have, during the year, received
attention from the Council’s Rodent Operator.

Situation of tips: Broomhill 1; East Chevingten 1; Widdrington 1; Longhirst |; Pegswood |; Lyne.
mu-ulh l: |,,onghﬂr5|{:y |-; |"iepsr:nlt |: and Cld Moor 1.



SANITARY INSPECTOR'S ANNUAL REPORT — Year ending 3lst December, 1951

|
.-¢ | |
§opd2 | Ee Ao lae AL .
E I‘_—} 4 i = | = ,_: E = :l- £ | a ‘E o
ge Agd| =8 g oG i £ =
| sw | s5p| %8 |28 | =3 | 8% | %
& | os) 2 | ERe 5 N E5= | BE
s = o 2% = ., = = D= &
e | Eow | == == wE | AR = Ay
| | |
HOURING = ‘ !
Structural Defects (Summary of |
ShesbElg e e S el 1S 180 | a1 180 = ‘ = =
Defective Food Store ... ... ... .. 29 15 18 18 — = =
Dampress e e T e 144 ar | 3 a7 — = -
Overcrowding i AR e e 42 | 40 I — —_ —_ — —_
WATER SUPPLY [
Inznificient T e 21 2 | 2 — - | —_— —_
Uneatisfactory .. .0 L0UL LD - - | — - - | e -
DRAINAGE !

Tusaificient 212 106 | 4 106 — — —_—
Diefective — 20 a3 B B — == I —
T s al ¥ -1, il | ——

SANITARY CONVENIEXNCES | |
Inaufficient ... ... .. Sr| — — = =i = == ] =
Drefeetivie = y | [i15) dl £ a4 = — —

|

Food Premises | o e e o 245 2 A 2 = — =
Shop Acts . : T e ST R ) — — — « e | —_
Dairies | AN 53 . ; : I 18 — 4 = -— =l —_
Slanghter-honses | - — | — - — — | —_
Tents, Vans, ete, ! | 142 [ T T 1 — | 1
(fiensive Trwles : - - f —_ i — —_ | —
Factories aiud Workplaces 5 el s 2 - s e
Keeping of Animals ) 2 2 2 - —- - -
Insaniiary Ashpits and Receptacles 126 i 36 84 - = =
Ofensive Acenmulations : e o | — = e — —_
Smoke Nujsances & } TR 1 1 - -— —

Total | 2706 506 182 551 1 - 1




SUMMARY OF WORK EFFECTED

]
By By
Informal Statatory Tital
Action Notiee
SANITARY CONVENIEXCES
Privies abolished ; e 1] . 0
Priviezs  repaired B2 — 82
Pail Clozets abolished — —_
Witer Closets provided 9 —_ o
N0l above for which Grant was
given, P.H.A.. 1836, S.47 ] [ — 9
Sanitary Bins provided .. : g I - a
Sanitary Ihins  renewed it 102 | .- 102
DREAIXNAGE
New Drains construeted : 12 | = 1z
Drains repaired or reconstrueted = [ -- i
Aclilitional Gullies provided . L. Te — TE
Ol Giallies I'l'ia|.li'r-i ; b = - =
Senllery Sinks provided =3 10 . 10
Senllery Waste Pipes repaired . 2 p— g
Senllery Wazle Pipes trapped 1 — 1
Yards repaired or reconstrocted . 3 - i
WATER SUPPLY
Sources elozed or discontinned . Nil  Nuwmber of Houses affected . Nil
NEW SERVICES PROVIDED
By Local Anthority ,wey AMIDG Number of Houses ... e |
By Private Owner ] | Number of Houses Nil
No, of Dwelling Hounses supplied by (a) Internal Tap 3062 approx.
() Btandpipe . i AEAST

FACTORIES ACT
There are in the district 33 faclories and workshops. The lollowing table gives details of the inspec-
tions made and the defects found -:luring 1951.
There are no outworkers in the district.

| . —INSPECTIONS for the purposes of provisions as to health (including inspections made by Sanitary
Inspectors).

M ber of
Numbser on R

Premises Register |  Wrilten {heciriers
| Inspections | notices | prosecuted

{i}y Factories in whichy Seclions 1. 2.
3 4 and 6 are to be enforced by

Laseal Aunthorities | a3 | 53 _ i =
| |
{ii} Factories not ineluaded m (1) to |
which Section T applies |
:'\:-1|_||i|_'1_'|_ o the Lacal Aunthorities | |
(Transfer of Enforcement) Order | |
11 R ; ek r - 4 . — —

{iit) (lier DPremises under the Aet
!_l_::cq-ll_'|||i_|;|g out-workers’ premizes)

Total . 33 [ a3




2.—Cases in which DEFECTS were found

Number of casez in which defects were founcd

Number of

. | f | Cases in
Particulars Referred whi--}_:
Founed To H.M. By H.M. [prosecutions
‘ Hemediad | Inspector Inspector _ were
instituted
Want of cleanliness (35.1) Aomc e e — — | — —
Overcrowding (3.2) - AT — — | = - =
Unreazonable temperature (8.3) ! = — | — = e
Inadeguate  ventilation (=.4) ke e LT - | | r— = =
Ineffective drainage of floors (2.6) —- : - — — =
Sanitary Conveniences (3.7) |
feed  Insuflicient ; . - — — -
b)) Unsuitable or defective ... ... .. — — 1 —_
fe) Nol separate for sexes - . . — —_— —=
Other offenees (not including offences |
relating to outwork) — — — —_
|
Ll |
Total ... 2 = | 1 ==
)
HOUSING
Number of New Houses erected during the year:—
Houses Completed during the year With State
Assistance Ui e Total
{a) DBy Loecal Authority, Permanent 12 - 12
Temporary - - — -
{(lsy DBy othar Bodies or Persons,
Permanent - 9 g

Temporary
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2. REMEDY OF DEFECTS WITHOUT SERVICE OF FORMAL NOTICES
Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered it in consequence of informal action by Local

Authority or its Officers

3. ACTION UNDER STATUTORY POWERS
(A4) Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the Housing Act, 1936

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which notices were served requiring repairs
[2} Number of f|wc||'mg-|mu$¢1 which were rendered fit after service of formal notices: —
a) By Owners Nl
(b) By Local Authority in -.l:_ ault nf Uhmra Nil

(B) Proceedings under Public Health Acts
[” Mumber of dw I:‘"lm, houses in respact ol which netices were served mquiring defects to
be remedied
(2) MNumber of dwelling- houses in which defects were remedied after service of formal
notices : —
(a} By Owners Nil
(b) By Local Autherity in default of Owners ... Nil

(C) Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the Housing .i!cf 1936
(1) MNumber of dwelling-houses in respect of which Damolition. Ordars: wass made
(2) Number of dwelling-houses demolished in pursuance of Demolition Orders ...

(3) Number of dwelling-houses closed but not demolished (H.A., 1949, §.3)

(D) Proceedings under Seciion 12 of the Housing Act, 1936
(1) Number of separate tenements or underground roems. in respect of which Closing Orders
were made f:
(2) Number of separate lemmenh or unclergrnund TUGMmS in reaper:t a[ v.hh:h Clmmg D‘rders
weie determined, the tenement or room havi Ing been rendered fit

4. . NUMBER OF HOUSES PERMANENTLY DISCONTINUED AS DWELLINGS
AND NOT INCLUDED ABOVE

SECTION E

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD
MILK SUPPLIES

92

Nil

Nil

Nil

Nil

Nil
Nil

Nil
Nil

The following is a summary of the bacteriol ogical reports on samples of milk, set out in various

ca.lcgmics _—
Teotal number of <arn|>h,a taken ... 23
Producers inside the Rural District I:tal:-u:n hx " lnside *' Ofhcials) ... 10
Procducers cutside the Rural District {taken by ' Inside *° Ofhcials) .. 3
Producers inside the Rural Distriet “-’:‘II:{("-H FJ}' “ Outeide ™ {}mti&kﬁ:l 10
Farms Inside Rwal District (Samples by ** Inside ” Officials)
Tuberculin Tested . o4 mmp]m
2 Satished \ILIHHLHE Blue Test.
2 Failed Methylene Blue Test
(All 4 samples examined for B. Tuberculosis — All negalive.)
Undesignated ............... 6 samples
4 Satished Methylene Blue Test
x 2 Failed Methylene Blue Test
(5 Samples were examined for B. Tuberculosis.)
(x Both samples ** Paositive.” Others " Negative.'")
Farms Outside Rural District {Samplzs by ** Inside * Officials)
Pasteunzed ............... 3 Samples

2 Saushed Methylene Blue Test.

| Failed Methylene Blue Test.
(None examined for B. Tuberculosis)



Farms ** Inside " Rural District (Samples by ** Qutside ™ Officials)

Tuberculin Tested . 9 cﬁamp'ﬂs
x (1) 7 Satished "'LI:,lhmlr:nc Blue Test
x (2) 2 Failed Methylene Blue Test

(x (1) 3 Samples examined for B. Tuberculosis — All negative)

(x (2) 1 Sample examined for B. Tuberculosis — Inconclusive))
Undesignated .................. | Sample

| Sample examined for B. Tuberculosis only — MNegative

MEAT AND OTHER FOODS
The follbwing foods were surrendered in the .‘I.'lurpeth Rural District to the Council's Meat
|nsp-e::lnr_'-—

Bacon (Tinned) .. 814 lbs.
Ham (Tinned Euul-\f:d} T I ] | T
Luncheon Meat LT 1 e ] |
Pork Luncheon Meat 3 tns 114 lbs.
,]c“iml Veal 2 tins 12 Ibs.
Beel and Gravy ... Z  tins 334 Ibs.
Pork and Beel Lcal 2 tins 114 |bs.
Minced Beef Loaf ... 4 tins G |
Meat Paste 2 jars 515 ors.
Pork Sausage o 9145 1bs
Crab Meat .. 2 lins 7 lbs,
Salmon 16 tins i 13V5 lbs.
Sardines Il tin 415 ozs.
Brislings .. Il tin 334 ozs.
Evaporated Milk 20 tins SERRIERY. | T 7
Vegetable Soup |  tin oo 15V ozs.
T omatoes 19  tins o |85 |bs.
Tomatoes (Large ":lzr_] 2 tins 2 _ tins
T omatoes 215 size {  tins
Peas 10 tins 815 lbs.
Beans . 7 lins 6145 lbs.
Apple _]un:e I tin 7% lbs.
Pineapple | tin 11 ozs.
Australian Fruits 7 tins 1314 Ibs.
lam 2 jars 2 Ibs.
Rhubarh I tin 1g lbs.
GTCL‘[IHEI.:HUE | tin 15 OFs,
Sliced Apples | tin 1414 gzs,
Grapes | tin R |

FOOD TRADERS GUILD

In December 1950 the Public Health Committee decided to investigate the possibility of forming a
Food Traders” Guild with the object of improving the standard of hygiene in food premises within the dis-
trict.

A circular letter was sent to sixty-two traders inviting them to attend a meeting to consider the forma-
tien of a guilld.  Unly nine replies were received but the Cemmittee, with the sSURport of the Counal.
decided to g0 ahead with the scheme and a meeting was held on 8th March, 1951.

At this meeting there was a fairly encouraging attendance and, after talks by the Chairman of the
Ceuncil (Alderman Patten), the Chairman of the Public Health Committee (Councillor T. P. H. Sander-
son), Dr. Commack and the Medical Officer of Health, followed by some general discussion, it was resolved
to form a ﬂmld and an !:"-.-:hl_w:'r} Committee was set up.

The first meeting of the Advizory Committee was held on 5th April. The Council was represented by
three members and it was decided that the Committee should, in addition, consist of representatives from the
following :

Dairymen’s Asscciation, Bakers, Fish Friers, School Meals’ Service, Factory and Colliery Canteens,
Grocers and Provision Merchants, Butchers, Hotel Keepers, Publicans, General Dealers, Cafes and lce-
cream Manufacturers.



The next meeting was held on 12th April when it was decided to add a Social Clubs' representative
and a housewile consumer member to the Commitlee.

A " Basic Code of Practice " was t:un:s.ifferml and adup:c;l. It was resolved to invite a representa-
tive from the Union of Shop Distributive and Allied Workers and from the Bakers' Union.

On 24th May a lurther meeting of the Committee decided to send a copy of the ** Basic Code of
Practice to all traders,

Conditicns relating to the Admmistration and Membership of the Guild were adopted and a ™" Code
'U'f P[ﬂc‘if_c Eﬂl melu}rcﬂﬁ & was EPEIH]#'E'd.

At the fourth meeting, on 12th July, lourteen applications fer membership were considered. Four of
these were granlud, sIX were not granted and four were grunlud on condition that s|ig|1t improvements were
made Lo the satisfaction of the Sanitary Inspector.

A design for badges and certificates was adcpted.

On 16th August nine more applications were considered and, of these, four were granted and five

refused.

Specimen certificates and cards for employees were approved.

[t =
At the [::-Howing month’s meeling attendance was very small and no further app|icatiﬂn5 were received.

The decline in attendance at meetings led the commitiee to consider at its next meeting on [4th
November, whether the Guild should continue, but the final decision was that it should do so.

The Committee resolved to issue provisional certilicates clearly distinguishable from full member-
ship certificates and to order 150 badges.

Conditions relating to the issue of badges and centificates were decided and the question of badges for
vans was censidered and requirements specified.

The Advisory Committee met again on | Ith December, when further consideration was given to
applications previously refused, with the following results: —

Full certificates granted 5
Provisional certificates granted ... A A
Cranted, suhjer.i to cerlain IEL|l.Iirﬂrnents hei:ng
satished iy
Relused i o

The pesition at the end of the year showed that some progress had been made. In several cases,
satisfactory improvements had been carried out in certain premises in accordance with the recommendations

of the Advisory Committee and the Sanitary Inspector.

On the whole, however, results were disappointing. The majority of food handlers had failed te
display any inteiest in this altempt to improve the hyziene cf their methods and their premises. The efforis
made by the Committee and the very considerable adcliiional werk done by the Sanitary Inspectors were out
of proportion to the results achieved. This may in part have been due to what is a weakness i.nhtlrent in any
attempt to establish a guild in a rural area viz. a lack of competition.  With food shops and premises widely
distributed there is less incentive, than in an urtban area, to rivalry between dealers,

It would indeed be a pity, after so much preliminary work has been done, if the lehnlr:: scheme should
have te be abandoned but very much more work will have to be done if this is to be avoided.



SECTION F
PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES
HOSPITAL ACCOMMODATION

Hospital accommodation for cases of infectious disease 1s now provided by the Regional Hospital

Board, at Walkergate Hospital, Newcastle.

TABLE SHOWING ANALYSIS OF NOTIFIED CASES OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES
UNDER AGE GROUPS

Age Linder :
nnkn'wn ' 1 vear 1 & 5 4 5-100 [ 10-15
Prennonia S (e e k 1 2 -
Boarlet Fever .. ... . &0 1 . 3 3 3 10 b
Ery=zipelaz . o - - - - - -
Measles : ; SR (] 2l 28 [ 38 2 5l 1
Whooping Congh ) 1 1 & | i 3 3
Dysentery -
Food Polzoning .. . - - -— | = - -
~ Total Admit'd |
| Cases tix
15.20 | 20.35 35 - 45 45 - 66 | Uwver 65 | Notified Hozpital | Deaths
Pnenimonia . 1 | 1 3 4 1 13
Scarlet Fever 2 2 - - - 30
Ervsipelas : e - ! 2 1 1 3
Measles ; - = — — 165 2 --
Whoeoping I'nugh | r s | — 13 | -
Dvsentery . 1 | 2 | — 3 — | -
Food Poisoning | -- | — 1 1 a 1 . Ak

ZYMOTIC DEATH RATE

This term includes deaths from the following seven diseases only : Smallpox, Scarlet Fever, Enteric
Fever, Diphtheria, Wheoping Cough, Measles, Diarrheea and Enteritis under two years.

The j-r".};rnuti-c Death Rate was 0.056 per 1,000 of the pol:iu]atiml.

ENTERIC FEVERS

No caze of either Typheid or Paratyphoid Fever was notihed during the vear.

SCARLET FEVER

This disease continues to be very mild in character. No death occurred in the 30 cases notified.

MEASLES
The very high incidence of Measles noted at the end of 1950 continued into 1951 and 110 cases
were nctified during the fst two menths.  Altogether 165 cases were reported but no deaths occurred.

DIPHTHERIA
It is gratifving to report that for the second successive year not a single case of Diphtheria occurred
m any part of the district.

DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION
Since visils were pa.id te all schools in the district in 1950 it was not ]:-m:-'.i|‘.t|r.: to visit any schools
1951.

The primary course of treatment was given at Wellare Centres and b:.-r private doclors to 300 pre-
schoolchildren and 19 schoolchildren.  In addition, 209 children received re-inforcing injections.

At 3lst December, 1951, the immunisation state ol the child population was estimated 10 be as

follows : —
Pre-schoolchildren immunised ... . 989 62,00 2
Schoolchildren immunised 2,621 Almost 1009,
Tatal children immunised 3,610 85.739,



The immunisation c:-mpﬂign continues to meet with a VEry gr.:l:.:d [Esponse from parcnls in the district
and it 1s most earnestly to be hoped that their support and co-operation will be maintained in the future. It
may lairly be claimed that the absence of Diphtheria from the district for two years 1s the result and the
reward of the intensive and persistent endeavour which has now bkcea geing on for ten years, to protect
children against this deadly disease.

The success of these efforts must not be p(rrmiitf:d o lull rj.n}'huc]y mto a sense of h‘frcuril}' which
would be r::]li:n.*!:,f lalse. D't;:rhtherin has not been pcrmnnﬂnti}' defeated. It could again become a menace
to health, happiness and life usell if the eflerts which keep it at bay were 1o be relaxed. Parents must
remember this and must never think that because Diphthurin 15 absent from the -:clmmuuity there 1s no need to
have their children protected.

The following table, which contains hgures supplied by the Mmistry of Health and the Registrar-
General, 15 of nterest in that it shows the remarkable decline in Diphtheria n E.ng|am:] and Wales since the
beginning of the Diphtheria Immunisation Compaign in 1941 : —

TOTAL OF DEATHS AND NOTIFICATIONS DURING THE PAST 12 YEARS

Cases

Year Deaths ﬂOliginal Uncmrc-:lm:l:l Corrected
1940 ... 2 AB0R 46,281 —
POl o nliedl i 500,797 —
1942 - ... 2 o 41,404 —
1943 ... 1,371 34,662 —
1944 .. 934 ... (29,949) 23,199
1945 ... FEE . (25,246) 18,596
1946 ... g (18,283) 11,986
1947 ... P (10,463) 5.609
1948 .. e et {8.033) 3,545
19499 84 .. (4.971) 1.890
1950 ... 9 . (2.833) 062
2 17 34 — 699

The average annual number of deaths for the ten-vear period 1931 /40 was 2,800,

TUBERCULOSIS

New Cases and Mortality dusing 1951

NEW CASES DEATHS
Itesg. Non-Hesps, BKesp, Non-HResps,
M. B AlL. F. M. . M, F.
1- & yenrs 1 1 1 - . . = z
5 - 15 vears 1 1 2
15 - 25 vears 1 1
25 - 55 vears 3 1
35 - 45 years 1 - 1 — —
45 65 vears 1 - | - |
(ver 65 vears 1 —-- - = 1 =
B 5 s | 1
TUBERCULOSIS

There were notilied during the year 13 new cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis and 3 cases of Non-
Pulmenary Tuberculosis.

'I.hﬂfl_" Was one {IL’H“\ lr{:m thﬂ Pl:iﬂlt}ﬂﬂ]’}' [}'IJL" Ui tl\ﬂ Il.“"'uﬂi:'lm.: E“Td o {[Ell'ﬂ I.I]L" NU‘H"PUI“‘IU“HF}'.
Compared with 2 and | respectively in 1950.

Death rate per 1,000 of pepulation — 0.11.
Death rate per 1,000 of population in England and Wales — 0.31,



CANCER MORTALITY DURING 1951

MALES FEMALES
35 50 &5 )] 66 Total 20 30 35 4p 45 50 55 60- 65 Total

Jaw Ty 1 1 [= =] == =]
Larynx i o & : i Ty =5 .
Clezophimgus | J 2 -
Hronelhms : 1 2 3 [
I reast f ; — | 1 1
B | [ 1 1
=tuimach A 1 1 2 t 1 1 == 1 4 T
Livir — z o
Giall-bladder ' | : = oy Tl 1 i
Bzl | 1 |
Rectum 1 i 1 1 2
Biliclile= 1 1
[terns @ a
Cerviy - 2 2
Unknown 1 1
Ciland= 1 1 1 1

1 1 2 1 11 16 1 1 1 1 3 2 11 20

Death rate per 1,000 of population — 2.01.
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ANNUAL REPORTS OF MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH — 1951
VITAL STATISTICS

Birth-rates, Death-rates, Analysis of Mortality, Matemal Meortality and Case-rates for Certain Infectious

Diseases in the Year 1951.

Provisional hgures based on Quarterly Returns

148 Smaller
Towns

126 County
Borougliz

England andd Great  (Resident Laomelon
a il Towns Population
Wales (including 25 000-50,000 Counniy

London) al 1931 Censnas)
Births Rates per 1,000 Home Population
Live biriths 15.5 17.3 16.7 17.8
Atill hirths 1. 36 .45 0.38 0,57
Deaths
All Canses 12.5 13.4 12.5 13.1
Typshoid and i’nmphm. 0.00 .00 0.00
Whooping Cough 0.0 01 0.01 .01
Diphitheria ; 0, (b {000y 0.0 .00
Tuberculesis (.31 .37 0.31 0,38
Influenza 0.38 (), 36 0.38 0.23
Smallpox ; - } 0.00 (.00 0.0 =
Acuite I"'Ii'-ft'll.‘-'l‘lit'i-‘i {il]t'l, |:ll.l“l.ll’:l'll.:l.‘.!rll:rlliti:-il 10, (R 01 .01 .00
IPrvenmnor iz - 0.61 0,65 0.63 .61
Notifications {Corrected )
Typhoid Fever 0.00 TR R} .01
"aratyphoid Fever 0,02 0.03 0.02 01
Meningocoeeal Infection 0,03 0,04 0,03 .03
Searlet Fever 1.11 1.20 1.20 1.10
Whoopng 1'IILI;_:|‘I 387 3,62 .00 311
Iiphtheria 0.0 0,02 0,03 0,01
Eryaipelas .14 115 012 0.15
sEmallpox .00 (.00 0.00
Measles 14.07 13.493 14.82 l-l.ﬁ-ﬂ-
Priemmonin = ;i 2 .99 1.0 0, 96 0.72
Acente Polivmyelitiz (incl, polioencephalitis)
]'I.'I]'ii.]I'!'l.:i" T 0.03 0,03 .05 0,02
Non-Paralytic .02 .02 .03 0.02
Food Paizoning 0.13 M.15 0.08 023
Diegihs Rates per 1,000 Live Births
All vaunses wmler 1 year of age ’ 9.6 {a) 535.9 27.6 6.4
Enteritis and ]:|1|11'Im a under 2 years of age 1.4 1.6 1.0 0.7

Notifications {Corrected )

Rates per 1,000 Total {(Live and Still) Births

Puerperul Fever and Pyrexia . 10,66 1377 3.08 14.90
MATERNAL MORTALITY IN ENGLAND AND WALES
Number Kates per 1,000 ez per
of Todal (Live and mallion women
et bas =il Births aped 1544
Alls Bepsis of pregnancy, childbirth aned the puerperiam 70 (.10 -
[Abortion with {oxemia al 0.00 0
Alle | Other toxemiaz of pregnancy and the puerperiam 167 0.24
AlLlT Hemorthage of pregonancy @and childbireh g1 0.13
ALl Abortion without mention of sepsis or LOXemia 3 0.05 i
ALY Abortion with sepsis BB 0,04 7
ALZD Other emmiplications of pregoancy, clildbicth and
ihe puerperinm 122 0.18

() per 1,000 related live births,

Administrative
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